d

THE

A

M

MONTHLY JOURNAL

DEVOTED TO

ZOISTIC SCIENCE, FREE THOUGHT, SPIRITUALISM
AND THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.

“ Dawn approaches, Error is passing away, Men arising shall hail the day.”

No. 139.

CONTENTS.

Government interference with Sunday Serrices
Progres» of Spiritualism.......
Familiar Letter» on Spiritualism .

; od 21«2 ; . Mr. Walker in Reply .

Faith 2181-2 212 ; ‘Walke
Further Result» of Investigations into Spiritualism .

Pneumatic Embryology .
Church Congre»» at Newcastle- n-
Mediumship and  Spiritualism ...

Gan ir Ret A Story of the Day {»trial) ..2107-9
Ptycoaraphu Extraordinary................. 210»
The Beginning and the end of the World». 2109-70
The Materialisation Seances (Supplemen 3171-2
The Opera Uou»e Difficulty _do.. 2172-4
Sénmt ld_entltg as demonstrated in the Séance» of Mr. Brown ...... 2175.0
UAANISHIC AGEPES ...t 2170.7
Message Department_ 3177-3
JKfltpiotM Census of Liverpoo 2173
Mr. O. Milner Stephen's 2X79
2179-80

Apirif Communication

The recent action of the Government in threatening
the suspension of the license of the Opera House for
an alleged breach of its conditions in connection with
the Sunday meetings, led to the temporary suspension
of the services until recently Held there by the Vic-
torian Association of Spiritualists, and aroused consider-
able indignation, not only amongst those immediately
concerned, but in the breasts of all who advocate the
right of free thought and free speech on all subjects
affecting the religious, moral, and intellectual welfare of
humanity.

The following brief recapitulation of the circum-
stances which led up to the present difficulty will make
the position clear to our readers. Previous to May,
1879, the Association had used the Opera House and
other theatres for Sunday services, and charged a Btnall
admission towards paying the necessarily heavy ex-
penses without let or hindrance. During that month
the Opera House Company made their annual applica-
tion for renewal of their license, and received a letter in
reply intimating that before a new license was issued
they must give a guarantee that the theatre would not
be opened on Sunday; and in face of this, intimated
one Saturday evening to the Association that they could
not open the doors on Sunday without a special permit
from the Attorney General. On Sunday, a deputation
from the Association waited on Sir B. O'Loghlen, to
point out the inconvenience and disappointment that
would be experienced by the congregation if they found
the doorB closed against them ; and at length obtained
a special permit to open them for that night provided
no money were taken. This the deputation had no
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alternative but to accept, and the house was opened
that evening free. Subsequently a permit was obtained
to carry on the meetings, provided no charge was made
for admission; and, it appears, a clause was inserted in
all the renewed licenses embodying that restriction.
The meetings were continued, verbal appeals being made
to the audiences to contribute to the expences, and sub-
sequently, to obviate the necessity of repetition, notices
were exhibited at the various entrances intimating that
visitors to the dress circle and etalls were expected to con-
tribute either one shilling or sixpence towards the expen-
ces, a plate being held at the door for those who were
willing to comply. Although the place was under the
supervision of the police, no objection was made to the
practice during the continuance of tho lectures, and the
committee were undor the impression that they were
strictly within the terms of tho new-made law. In
December last the Association, desiring to resume lec-
tures, made an application to the Chief Secretary for
permission to do so, and were referred to the permit
of May, 1879, as still in force. They therefore pur-
sued tho Bame course, using the identical placards, and
were surprised, on the 7th February, at receiving a
letter from the Secretary of the Opera House Company
informing them that being threatened by the Govern-
ment with cancellation of their license for allowing
charges to be made onSunday, they must refuse the
further use of the House. Appeals were made to the
Government to withdraw the threat, and although the
Association offered to withdraw tho placards and take
no money at the doors, the Government evaded all
efforts to get a guarantee from them that the license
would not be interfered with, and the Opera House
Company, though willing to let the theatre, did not
dare to do so ; the consequence being the driving of the
Association and its congregation almost out of tho city
to the only unlicensed hall available—the Horticultural
Hall, Victoria Street—which up to the present time has
been found inadequate to accommodate tho audience,
many having to return disappointed of admission.

It is not unnatural, under these circumstances, that
religious prejudice should be suggested and believod
in as the motive which prompted the action of the
Government, whether originating in themselves or by
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pressure brought to boar by the orthodox, is immaterial ;
but in the absence of any other cause ‘for interference,
that opinion will hold good in the minds of those who
suffer from it to the prejudice of the Premier and Chief
Secretary. Both in Sydney and Dunedin, at the present
time, the principal theatres are used for Sunday evening
lectures, and a fixed charge for admission made to every
part of the house. This, as we have shewn,was the practice
here until the interposition of the present Premier, who
in 1879 made the law which he now seeks so rigorously
to enforce. Spiritualists and Free Thinkers are much
less favourably situated than the churches, having no
endowment, or tonure of a building which would enable
them to let seats in permanence; and if their congre-
gation desire to pay for their scats night by night, what
right has the Government to forbid them ? Certainly
do just one, and their interference savours much of
persecution.  If they or the religious bodies who are
opposed to Free Thought and Spiritualism think to sup-
press the meetings by these means they are mistaken ;
there is too much vitality in the movement for it to be
crushed out by this mild kind of persecution. The
meetings would be held if we had to take a tent for
them ; and as is usual where earnest men are opposed
they are stimulated to greater energy in the attainment
of their object, which in this case is a diffusion of those
ideas which they conceive to be of use to humanity, and
the encouragement of free religious thought.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM.

The reports of spiritual manifestations in all parts of
the civilised world, most of which bear the impress of
truth, show that Spiritualism is spreading rapidly. It
permeates all classes of society. It is making a deep
impress upon tho literature of all lands; is talked about
in the social circle and is the subject of investigation by
the scientist, and of quiet reflection by earnest thinkers
everywhere. New phases of manifestation gradually
follow each other, and there is every reason to believe
that, but few years will elapse before the proofs of spirit
communion will be so genera), and of a character so un-
mistakable, that the fact can no longer be ignored or
denied. The result must be a revolution m human
affairs—a reform not merely religious, but political and
social. The effect of a thorough beliof in Spiritualism
would be to change the motives, and consequently the
methods of men. The accumulation of material woalth
would no longer be the most engrossing passion ; any
injury to another would be recognised as a hurt to the
one committing the wrong.  Selfishness would survive,
but it would change its form. Self-advancement can
only be secured by unselfish acts; the highest good to
sell can only be attained by justice to all, love to all.
And this truth, now lost to sight, will yet be made clear.
Spiritualism is the agency by which it is to be done. As
it progresses so will humanity advance; and even now
we are in the dawn of that brighter day.—Spiritual
lieatoner.

The Otago Daily Timet, during last month, has con-
tained a lively correspondence on Geology, called forth
by Professor Denton’s lectures. Two of the objectors
to Mr. Denton’s positions had the temerity to support
the Biblical data, placing the origin of man only 6000
years back. The ground has been taken from under
them by various writers, and they are left without a
leg to stand upon, it being conclusively shewn (even by
Christian authorities) that man existed on this planet
long anterior to that time.

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

FAMILIAR LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM.

XI.

““If circamstAnccs lead me | will find where Truth is hid, though
it were hid indeed within the tentre.

Respected Fbiend,—Thought, as an operation of the
mind in producing it, is a most convincing proof to me
of the existence of a principle of life apart from the
body, or, at any rate, superior to it. Thought, as con-
nected with tho phases or active life, producing all those
wonderful phenomena of locomotion which wc experi-
ence during the period of our earthly existence, is a
feature of being which seems to indicate something
vastly superior to flesh, blood, nerves, and sinews, as
pertaining to man; coming with him when he enters
the terrestrial sphere, and going with him when ho
leaves it on the dissolution of his fleshly frame. The
contemplation uf this controlling principle, with all its
results, is very elevating, and the more ii is dwelt upon
the more wonderful docs it appear. The power of man,
however, to think, wonderful as it is, is only equal to
the ability which he possesses to express his thoughts,
to communicate them, and to preserve them by the art
of writing and printing ; and thus, in a general way, his
experience and the knowledge which hence &rise ~ Who
can adequately conceive of the advantage which stands
connected with the processes referred to, or the sources
of mental growth which are provided by the means of
books? It is thus that not only is thought preserved,
but transmitted, and by means of which men can com-
mune with one another although separated by half the
circumference of the globe.

It is this aspect of Spiritualism on which | desire to
dwell in my present letter, and thus to introduce to
your notice those works which will convey to your
mind, on their careful perusal, both information gathered
by others and the conclusions to which such writers
have been led thereby. It isan unquestioned fact, that
Spiritualism possesses a literature both rich in sub-
stance and diffusive in character, and certainly far too
extensive to make it possible for me to refer to every
work published and in circulation on this subject. |
will, however, endeavour to make a judicious selection,
and thus further to assist you in your enquiry. Doing
this, 1 think it very likely that 1 may be considerably
influenced by my own tastes or estimate of the value
of certain works which 1 have found to be useful
to myself. This will not prevent you making further
enquiry; and as tho literature of Spiritualism is being
augmented daily, your research in this respect will bo
fully repaid.

Tho first writer to whom 1 would refer you is Andrew
Jackson Davis. The works of this author are con-
tained in a number of volumes, and present Spiritualism
in its theoretical and practical form in such u way that
were you confined to those volumes, | do not think you
would fail to gain very great advantage. In his “ Magic
Staff you have an autobiography which presents
Spiritualism in al) of its must striking phases; and
having carefully perused this book, you will then be
prepared to pass on to other volumes by tho same
author, such as: “ Death and tho After-Life,” “ Philo-
sophy of Spiritual Intercourse,” ““Spirit Mysteries
Explained,” “ Nature’s Divine Revelations,” “The Great
Harmonia,” Ac, Ac. I|.am perfectly aware that there
prevails an opinion that Davis's works are growing out
of date ; but for all this, I believe there is a clearness
and depth in this writer's productions which will cause
tho careful student tn feel that hero Spiritualism has
been, and ever must bo, well represented. Indeed I
would rather be master of the writings of Andrew Jack-
son Davis than of two-thirds of tho more modern pro-
ductions on Spiritualism. 1 do not wish to be under-
stood as affirming that all the statements of this writer
are to be accepted; but I do affirm that his works
possess a vitality and value which must over keep them
in tbo forefront of all others; and, therefore, I press
the study of these volumes specially on your attention.
On my first introduction to Spiritualism | read Davis's
works, and there are no others from which 1 feel I can
derive more profit now. Undoubtedly this man haa
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been made the instrument of guiding intelligencies in
the spiritual world, to lead the miode of millions to the
delightful realisation of a life beyond the grave; and if
by a lapse of time his powers may seem to have grown
somewhat feeble, al) honour to the instrument who
has been used to accomplish so much for his fellow man.

The next work | would call your attention to is,
* Wolfe’s Startling Facts of Modern Spiritualism a
work which presents spiritual manifestations nnder
some very striking and palpable forms, and is written
in an exceedingly interesting style. Dr Wolfe was for-
tunate in securing the assistance of an intelligent,
honest, and capable medium ; and through this instru-
ment he was enabled to pursue bis investigations with
great effect.

Another work which 1 *feel auro will meet with ac-
ceptance is, “ The Biography of Mrs Conant:” a book
which, like Davis’'s M Magic Staff,” will introduce you
to many of those interior phases of spiritual manifest-
ations which are certain to attract and secure the
attention. Mrs. Conant, from her childhood, appears
to have been an instrument to lead thousands into the
knowledge of spiritual communion, and since her cha-
racter was so undoubtedly honest, and gonorally excel-
lent, her testimony must carry much weight in enabling
an enquirer to arrive at a definite conclusion. Conse-
quently, | would much like you to read this work care-
fully, and give it your candid consideration.

I will now direct your attention to tho writings of
Judge Edmonds. Unfortunately, his principal work,
in two volumes, is out of print, although it is possible
to obtain it by careful enquiry. Ills smaller work,
* Lettersand Tracts on Spiritualism,” is still in circula-
tion, and easily obtained ; and if you confino your
attention to this alone, there is very much valuable
information to bo gathered on nearly every aspect of
Spiritualism  Judge Edmonds was a man of such
undoubted intelligence and integrity, and such a
thorough investigator of this great question of the day,
that | believe you will feel it to your advantage to hare
this work of hie by you for constant reference. In
connection with the book just named, | would advise
you to read the little work of Professor Wallace on
““Spiritualism, Ac., Ac  and which, like tho former, will
present you with material on which to form a judgment
of the value of Modern Spiritualism.

There are some recent publications which would, no
doubt, prove exceedingly interesting to you: | refer to
Crowell’s works, especially his <““Spiritual World;”
8argent’a “ Scieutitic Basis of Spiritualism ; ” Farmer's
MSpiritualism as a New Basis of Religion;” Works by
““Crookes” and ““Zoellner;” ““Spiritual Philosophy,’
and a host of othersj also tho current papers devoted
to this subject, vis., ““ Tho Spiritualist;” “ Medium and
Daybreak ;” + Banner of Light;*" " The Theosophist;”
and the “ Harbinger of Light,” our local publication.
All of these will give you such information as may be
necessary to enlighten your mind on the ordinary aspects
of Modern Spiritualism. /

I must now, however, refer to another class of works
which, while they treat of spiritual operations and
phenomena, take a somewhat different viow of the sub-
ject, and enter more fully into the basis on which the
phenomena are supposed to rest: leading tho mind into
a consideration of thoso aspects of Spiritualism which
connect it with tho overlnsting exislenco of man as a
spiritual being endowed with occult powers; ontoring
also into tho question of itr antiquity, and as one of
thove forces of nature which reveals tho existence of
other intelligent creatures than man. Thbo works I am
now about to refer to must be read with extreme care
and caution, inasmuch as they are works of more than
ordinary intricacy ; and while certainly throwing much
light on this a'l-important question, revealing aspects of
the subject which will bo somewhat difficult to modern
readers who are not acquainted with the more occult
phases of spiritual life. In “Isis Unveilod ;" “Art
Magic;” ““Ghost Land;” Ennemoser's “ History of
Magic,” and works by the late P. B. Kandoll, you will
find much to excite thought and awaken enquiry, and
very likely statements which will apparently serve to
place the statements of another class of writers in a
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very doubtful light so far as conclusions are concerned.
But for all this, | would rather you would read tbo»
works, and give them your unbiased consideration,
because it is only by a general and comprehensive
enquiry you can expect to arrive at just conclusions on
the question of Spiritualism. The origin and destiny
of man, together with the ability which we pusices
naturally in relation to spiritual operations, with all
those numerous inferences which arise,are so important
to each of us personally, that the creator our research,
care, and honesty the more satisfactory will be the
result and the fewer mistakes to correct hereafter.

Now, in closing this letter, 1 would wish you to
understand that, to arrive at any satisfactory issue, you
must bocomo a student and an investigator on your own
account, and not be discouraged by the trouble or diffi-
culty which may arise. Tho result of this, as uno of
the great ends of earth-life, is worth all the means you
may use, tho self-denial eiercisrd, or the perseverance
manifested So evident is the fact, first, that we look
for a hereafter; and,second, that it is so imminent, tbit
any indifference regarding enquiry into the circum-
stances of life present or to come, is to be deprecated
in the fullest degree.

In my next and last letter of this scries, | will en-
deavour to writo something on tho question of medium-
ship ; and so generally concludo my remarks on this
vital subject ; acknowledging in tho meantime most fully
the very brief, and after all, but elementary stage of
tho question of Spiritualism to which 1 have had the
privilogo of directing your attention.

Your well-wisher,
H. J. B.

P.8.—lo connection with works of interest on tbo
subject of Spiritualism, 1 would refer you to Mr. Terry,
tho publisher of this paper, who will furnish you with
lists of such works ns you may wish to read; or, if it
be inconvonient to apply to him, any local bookseller
will afford you the necessary assistance.

(Corrtopouhfuts.

Communication! for intertion in thit Journal thould bo
plainly written, and at concite at pottiblc.

C. B’s. letter (and reply) will appear in our next.

ON ““FAITH ”

TO TIIK EDITOB OF TUB * DABBIXUEB OF HOUT.”

Dkab Sib,—As you were kind enough some time ago
to permit an article of mine, on tho subject of* Special
Providence," to appear in your columns, allow me again
to solicit space for the following communication beariug
on tho dogma ot “ Faith,” which is considered a very
important item in every system of religion yet presented
to the world. The exponents of all the superstitions
hitherto used to perplex the human race will ouo and
all tell you that their system is the only true ono, and
therefore must implicitly bo believed to afford an csc’pe
from everlasting damnation. The priests know very
well that this is tbe most effectual way of silencing
enquiry, and thus mental shackles are forged around
their dupes that tho hammer of sciunco is scarcely able
to break. Tho Christian religion forms no exception
to tho rest; for if tho Alahomedaii system has an
“ Alsurat” to which it consigns all unbelievers, its con-
temporary of the west has resources quite as amplo.
Tbe dogma of faith is magnified above ail other pointe,
and is considered a cardinal rirtuo by modem pro-
fessors of Christianity. Tho absence of argument and
evidence renders it all tbe more meritorious to receive
its teachings on the meio ipte durit of those who claim
to bo the sorvants of Almighty God. St. Paul is con-
sidered tho great Apostle«of Faith,and more importance
is attached to his writings—or those attributed to him—
than any beside in the Bible. Strictly analysed, this
dogma indicates a state of unreasonable credulity. The
question then arises to the mind of a cosmopolitan turn,
whom and what are we to believe, as there are so many
antagonistic doctrines taught in the world, and each
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party ¢enounce» another and threaten« with eternal
perdition all outside their own peculiar pale? Now let
us observe how coolly St. Paul expect« to be believed,
and all bi« utterance« accepted as the,very breath of
boatco, while he himself was only converted by the most
demonstrative Spiritualism. In fact be had to be
kn, eked down before be would believe, though he wm
living contemporaneously with all those marvellous
events with which the Christian religion was ushered
into the world. If he had not tho opportunity of wit-
nessing any of the supposed miracles himself, still he bad
the chance of examining and communicating with those
who were so specially favoured, while we of the present
day are obliged to be content with the information that
has passed through a great many questionable channels
during a period of over 1800 years. Now the gist of
my argument is th)«, that if Paul required such a sub-
stantial basis on which to build his religious belief, that
nothing less could reach him than a direct message from
Heaven, is it unreasonable, after so long an interval of
1bOO years, that we of the present day should look for
something more than the mere ipec dixit of priests and
ecclesiastics? Paul has a chapter on Faitn, and fe

capitulates a numbor of important acts that were per-
formed by certain Biblo characters under its influence.
Narrowly enquired into we find the facta will not justify
such a conclusion. Not a single character in the Old
or New Testament was ever converted by Faith only.
To begin with Adam be was supposed to hold direct
intercourse with God and angels, and so with all the
patriarchs and prophets. We find theso ancients would
uo nothing aud take in hand no businc«» whatever
unless they bad pretty strong signa and tokens from
heaven. The disciples all required miraclo from Christ,
and Nicodemus was only won by a test of clairvoyance,
and yet in the face of all these things the church teaches
that unquestioning faith is the most pleasing to Almighty
Ood. Now if the pulpit would only supply some argu-
ment io the absence of evidence, and thus appeal to
man's rational faculties, we should not find so much
fault oven if they could not command sign« and wondors.
It seems to me almost a piece of impudence on the part
of some of the new Testament writers to expect those
in succeeding ages to be more credulous than they were
themselves. Just at this time when the reflective portion
of mankind have ceased to believe without some founda-
tion, Spiritualism appears to supply the desideratum;
and though many—of whom | am one—have not yet
had an opportunity of experiencing its force, yet its
facts are too well attested by credible witnesses to pre-
clude it from being a fair subject for enquiry.

Tours truly,
W. B. BUTTON.
Leven, Tasmania, December 19th.

OOD!

TO THE EDITOB OF THE ** HABSINOKB OF LIGHT.”

Mt oeab Sib,— Will you kiodly oblige me by publishing
in your columns the following magnificent description
of our great and good Universal Father, Gon, just
communicated to mo, wakingfrom a magnetic tleep of
fee hourt' duration :

The good spirits direct my thoughts to Him, and say
of Him, “ The Life Principle! Yes, He is not only the
Great Life Principle, but the Great Life Perfection as
well.  Heis not only the Great Beginning, but also tho
Great Consummation of all things, in whom all live,
move, exist, and are. Thus is tho great ¥ am," in
Himself alone existent, the Great First Cause of all,
the Great God and Effect of all! the Great First and
the Great Last, and besides Him there is no God.”

How magnificent, dear sir, is this grand conception of
Deity thus imparted to me by these good angel guides !
How | for one thank them for it! It has a deeper
meaning than we can realise.

UNITARIAN MINISTER.
Rockhampton, Queensland,
Doe. lltb, 1881.
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MB. WALKER IN REPLY.

TO THE EDITOB OP THE ** HABBIWQEB OP LIOHT."

8ib,—In your last issue appeared a letter from the
pen of Mr. Chas. Watt, under the beading * The ood of
the World.” the object of which was to show that | was
mistaken in my interpretation of the twenty-fourth
Chapter of Matthew, at ono of my lectures in the
Temperance Hall. Mr. Watt is of opinion that the
Chapter is a prophesy, not of the “ End of the World,"
but of the Fall of Jerusalem. With your kind per-
mission | will examine his statements.

The idea of Mr Watt is that the Bible, being written
in the style of the Orient (?) it is not to be interpreted
by the ” matter of fact principles of the Western mind."
Tho 24th Chapter of Matthew must be understood by
a mind who understands the ideas of the East, the
metaphors of Judea, and the sublime allegories of Saint
Matthew, and, fortunately, Mr. Watt supplies us with
sueb a mind, or so far as | and a few others are coo-
corned, the destruction of Jerusalem would never have
found a prognosticator in the Chapter in auestion.

By applying " tho common-sense principle,” of making
the chapter mean what it does not say, and say what it
does not mean, Mr. Watt tells us that we shall “ get rid
of all the difficulties with which it is supposed to be
environed.” No doubt. The same might be said of
* Jack and the beanstalk.”

The position of Mr. Watt io M that the end of the
world « = « was consummated in the destruction of
Jorusalem in the year 70, and as synchronizing with
that event tho star» fell from heaven.”

To support this position he alludos to tho fact that
the Chapter opens with a prediction (so called, though
Mr. Watt would find some difficulty in proving that
these verses existed before the year 70) that the temple
should be destroyed, after which his disciples ask him,
” When shall these things be? and what tholl be the
eigne of thy coming, and ofthe end of the worldf"* The
inference, therefore, is, according to Mr. Walt's method
of interpretation, that the last question was connected
with the first, and the end of the world and the coming
of Christ meant, "when shall Jerusalem be destroyed ¥
I confeea | should never have known it without Mr
Watt's assistance. It always appeared to me, previous
to Mr. Watt's letter, that the question, " What shall be
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?"
meant what it said, and that it really asked what should
bo the signs not of the impending destruction of
Jerusalem, but of the coming of Christ and the end of
the world, or, if Mr. Watt would prefer it, the consum-
mation of the age. But truly, " things are not what
they seem,” and the fashion uow-a-days is to attempt to
prove that the language of folly reveals the acme of
wisdom.

Did Christ come when Jerusalem fell? How? In
what form? Who saw him? What are the proofs of
his visit?

Ao to the “ end of the world” Mr. Watt assures ns
that it can be literally rendered from the Greek by "the
consummation of the world,” and then with a wonder-
ful stretch of fancy, it appears to me, interprets “ the
consummation of the &ge as " thoend of the Jewish
economy,” and adds, " In this sense Christ employs it™
There is nothing in the Chapter to warrant Mr. Watt
in this bold assertion, and such a reckless method of
reasoning will prove anything. Thus:—““The end of
the world™ means “ the consummation of the age,” and
” consummation of the age” means “the end of tho
Bourbon economy.** Thia is the sense in which Christ
employed it. The passage, therefore, foretells the
establishment of the French Republic!

We shall never know where to stop if we allow such
reasoning to find a place of honour among us. Mr.
Watt cannot prove that "‘consummation of the age™
means " end of Jewish economy.”™  If be thinks be can
let him try. Ncxtly he cannot prove that Christ used
the expression in that sense, though be asserts it so
positively. How comes he to know so certainly in what
sense Christ used the phrase ? Does he even enow, or
is he“gble to prove, that Christ ever used the expression
at all?
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Another passage on which Mr. Watt seems to rely
m the followingThen let them which be in Judea
flee into the mountains ; let him which is on the house
top» not come down to take anything out of his houso ;
neither let him which is in the field return back to take
kit clothes.” It is argued that “ these tarning could
hate no meaning in relation to an anticipated end ofthe
material world, from the supposed destruction of which
no wanting could be of any avail, as there could be no
place of escape.” The fact is the passage has very little
meaning whichever way wo interpret it. It seems to
apply less to Jerusalem, however, than to the supposed
final end. Fot instance, the passage says, * Ix?t them
which livo in Judea flee unto the mountains,” not * them
which be in Jerusalem.” If tho object had been to
secure safety to the dwellers in Jerusalem at the time
of the Roman invasion, it would have been far wiser to
have said, " Let them which bo in Jerusalem emigrate
to Alexandria, Athens, France, or anywhere out of
Judea, or out of the reach of the soldiers of Rome "

But what reference can this advice have to the fall of
Jerusalem—Let him which is on the housetop not come
down? Applied to the destruction of the capital of
their country, such advice was the worst possible. The
best advice would have been * Let him which is on the
housetop come down as soon as he can, and get as far
out of the reach of the Romans as his legs will carry
him" According to Josephus tho entire city was
demolished except three towers, therefore those who
stuck on the tops of their houses during the scene of
demolition were very unlikely to escape. | wonder
if Mr. Watt would have stayed at the top, had he been
there, providing ho saw a chance to come down and
run'

““In the symbolic language of the ancient Jewish
scriptures,” continues Mr. Watt, ""empires, kings, and
nobles are designated by the names of licnvenly bodies."
He gives what ho believes to bo examples, and adds,
“ Christ in the passage under review made use ofancient
symbolic language, well understood by those to whom
it was addressed, and tho literal fulfilment wan accom-
fdished in the overthrow of the political kingdom and
licrarchy of the Jews.” The assurance of Mr. Watt is
quite refreshing. Thero is no room left for probability
or mistake. “ Christ di<I make use ofsymbolic language,
Ac.” Now, Mr. Watt, for your proofs. There are a
few of tho incredulous in tho world, how arc you going
to substantiate your assertions to these sceptical minds ?

Firstly, you cannot prove that the gospel of Matthew
ia “ ancient Jewish scriptures,' and secondly, you cannot
prove that it io written in symbolic language any more
than the letter of Jesus to Agbarus is written in such a
manner.

The stars falling from heaven, the sun being darkened,
the mocn not giving her light, and the powers of heaven
being shaken, mean empires, kings, and nobles falling,
Ac. Many thanks for this information, Mr. Watt. |
am sure 1 should never have guessed so much.

What does a similar prophesy oagrouping of words
mean in Revelations, Chapter VI, T.v. 12-13, ""And the
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood ; and the stars of heaven fell into the
earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when
she is shaken ofa mighty wind P* Surely this does not
mean a destruction of Jerusalem, since, according to
even the most orthodox of Christian authorities, the
Book of Revelations was not written until ad. 95-96!
But doubtless it is allegorical, and some Mr. Watt of
tho futuro will attempt to provo tbat it means * The
fall of London."

But how about those two verses in the 24th of
Matthew, * And then shall appear the sign of the Son
of Man in heaven: and then shall ali. tub tbibes or
the babth MOVBIv, and they shall see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds of heaven with great glory, and
he shall send his angels with a great sound ofa trumpet,
and they shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other ?* Would
anybody in the world havo guessed that those verses
prophesy the victory of Titus and the destruction of a
city? All the tribes of the earth mourning, and the
elect gathered together from the four winds, seem
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prophesies too comprehensve for Judea, and altogether
too extensive for Jerusalem. If they prophesied only
for Jerusalem the prophesy was not fulfilled. All the
tribes of the earth did not mourn, and the elect from
the four wind" were not gathered together  Moreover,
the descent of the 8»m of Man in glory, and the #nd
of the truirpet of his angela, did not take place prior to
the event, or on the occasion of the event to which Mr.
Watt would refer them.

la it not high time that we did away with the nonsense
about ” allegories,” "spiritual meaning™,"and ** symbolic
language” of tho scriptures, since more men are driven
mad than instructed by such folly? The scriptures
must be read and understood as arc other writings of
their date and country, and it is degrading to our in-
tellects to be compelled to look for the highest wisdom
in the writings of fleo who were demonstrably
ignorant. On this point Voltaire has a cogent paragraph,
with which 1 will dose, after stating that if the 2lth
Chapter of Matthew prophesies, as 1 am firmly convinced
it doos, the expected ""end of the world,” Jesus or bis
historian was a false prophet.

“ One might write volume« on this subject, but all
would reduce themselves to two sentences it i», that
the mass of the human race has been, and long will be,
senseless and imbecile ; and perhaps the m<»«t senseless
of all have been they who have wished tj find sense in
theso absurd fables, and to place reason hi folly ""—I
renuin, jour. 4c. THOS. WALKER

FURTHER RESLLTSOFINVESTIGATIONS INTO
SPIRITUALISM or a UNITARIAN MINISTER

TO THE EDITOR OF TIIB " IUBB1XOEB OF MOItT."

Dear Sib,—The first year of my investigation into what
I now find to bo truly tho beautiful philosophy of
Spiritualism, will soon be closed, to be continued in
future years with, 1 hope, still greater results than those
attained in the year now passing away. On tho 15th
October, 1880, I began the inquiry.’'which I have since
continued patiently throughout tho whole year, and for
tho most part alone.

The following havo boon tho phjfaical phenomena
observed by me :

In darkness, spirit stars, spirit lights, beautiful cor-
ruscations of all kinds; flachcs of arcs (or crescents) of
light of a beautiful pink colour, betokening the pretence
of spirits of great power. Once, a large light, yellow
colour, oval shape, camo advancing towards me, gradu-
ally diminishing in size as it approached nearer aud
nearer, till coming close to me it dwindled to the site of
a pigeon’s egg ; shining then at its brightoat, it passed
me over mv right shoulder and disappeared from view-
vanishing in a few seconds.

Once 1 was seated at a small round table, with one
pedestal and threo feet supporting it. My hands wcro
exactly over the centre of the table | remained ao for
a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, when, sud-
denly and unexpectedly, and to my consternation | will
add, an invisible force came from a direction tangential,
i. 0, at right angles to tho pedestal of tho table, and
struck it with great violence a most tremendous blow.
This force was evidently directed by an invisible intel-
ligence. It passed within an inch of my leg without
touching mo ; had it done so it must have done mo »otnc
serious injury, but, except being sUrtlod, 1 sustained
none This was my first experience of tbat to which |
have already given the name of ““Spirit Power,” and
truly the force with which that spirit power can act is
tremendous. 1 am no longer surprised to hear of
mediums being raised high in tho air; such a force is
capable of far greater wonders oven than levitation.
This was in November, 1880.

On another occasion | tried for spirit writing on two
slates, with the eighth of an inch of slate pencil between.
I put the two slates, both corresponding with each other,
on the top of a table, adjusting the edges of the frames
to each other accurately. 1 laid my hands on the top
slate, and waited for the result. It camo, but in a way
I little expected. 1 never got the writing, but I got
instead something else. 1 had sat watching about
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twenty minute«, when | noticed the corner« of the upper
«late being gradually twitched, first ono corner and then
the othor lower down. | therefore thought I would
replace the top «late back where it-«as before ; and did
<0, laying my hands on again. The twitches began
again, and the slate was moved downwards ns before. 1
replaced it again two or three time; all at once the
force came from a direction opposito to me. and struck
the top slate a blow which knocked it clean off the
bottom slate altogether! ! ! The blow waa delivered
ns if in impatient anger, and atartlcd me. Of course 1
had had enough of it for that uight.

Sceptics tell mo my magnelitm caused thoso two exhi-
bitions in tho case of the tabic and of the «late. |
reply it cannot possibly be so. Mr magnetism was in
both cases working dotcnicardt; and, in both instances,
the forco or power came from a direction exterior and at
right angle» to that direction in which my own mag-
neton was working; and | am equally certain the
invisible forco was directed by an invisible intelligence,
thus manifesting to me its power In tho case of tho
mlate«, if | remember right, this power was shown to
me on two separate occasions—to my astonishment that
much a power docs exist unseen in nature, or rather in
mpace—unnoticed and utterly disregarded by science.
That it exists, in my own mind there is no doubt what-
ever. 1 have to deal with facts as they present them
«elves to me, and | now assert the existence of an
invisible force in tho universe apparently directed by an
invisible intelligence capable of sending the earth and
all its inhabitants flying through space with violence
and pitching it and all of us on to the four horns of
Jupiter's moons, a« the Rev. Joseph Cook would say.

I have since tried to get a manifestation of the same
force often, but in rain. Having demonstrated to mo
its existence, it seems satisfied with tho startling it gavo
me, for | have never had it since December last. It
may return however when | least expect it; but I have
learnt to respect and lore tho intelligence by which it is
directed. So | have no fear of it now; it is intended
for some good, kind purpose towards myself, | feel rery
certain.

The only other experience of physical phenomena
which has occurred to mo has been that, alone and also
in company with others, | hare been in dark and light
stances twitched bodily off my seat and laid flat on the
floor; then been twitched up again on to my seat: all
this being done gontly and most kindly by the invisible
power at work. This, 1 liavo been informed, is «imply
to demonstrate the power of spirit over matter.

But physical phenomona, though vory interesting to
us, are the least important part of Spiritualism. Far
more so to me, at all erenta, are the wonderful intel-
lectual phenomena which I am experiencing, and never
yet did so experience, till | commenced this investiga-
tion. Nor do I suppose that if I had commenced the
inquiry in a spirit of contempt and ridicule 1 should
ever have attained the results | have reached by patient
investigation.

These mental or intellectual phenomena are precisely
euch as might be expected to puzzle sceptics, who have
their own way of accounting for tho phenomona; but
then, unfortunately, their theories do not cover the facts
observed by those who experience the operation of the
spirit influence on tbeir minds. Writing under spirit-
control, clairvoyance, magnotic healing undor spiritual
influence, and extemporaneous speaking under the same
influence, are the forms of mental or intellectual phe-
nomena with which I have been made conversaut during
the past yoar. In the caso of writing and speaking
under control, I am invariably seized with a magnetic
tremor; something seem« to enter into me and force me
to say or write anything it dictates to me. Of late 1
have never taken tho troublo to prepare anything when
1 have to preach to the people. It would be useless
and needless for me to do «o. I pass into control, and
apeak what 1 am told to say fluently enough, and this
is surprising even to myself. When the fact is that
naturally | have nut the gift of extemporaneous delivery,
having till within the last few weeks been in the habit of
writing out my own addresses and delivering them from
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manuscript. This I never do now ; | prepare nothing.
The same thing happens in mediumship and writing, the
spirit influence seizes my hand, my eyes become closed;
1 take the slate and pencil and write the communication
always in a baud-writing different to my normal writing.
Sometimes vory beautiful, tho linos written perfectly
strai ;btacross the slate- this no one could do easily io his
normal state with his eyes closed. There is something
then either exterior to my organism, guiding my hand
across tho slate, or elso there is something within con-
trolling and directing the writing, and that something
within tee» when the physical eyes are closed. From
my experience in clairvoyance i am inclined to think
the latter tho most probable rationale of modiumistic
writing; only, as in spoaking under control, the spirit
enters within the organism of the medium, and controls
him or her to write whatever tho spirit pleases.

From the earliest commencement of my investigation
| have been a magnetic healer. 1 hare had from first
to last during the year fifty cases more or less of suffer-
ing and bodily pain placed in my hands for treatment.
Nearly oil, oxccpt throe or four only, with satisfactory
results; many of them indeed rery surprising both to
my patient« and myself.

In ono caso of a lady suffering from headache and a
strong fever. | placed one hand on her forehead and
a piece of fiannd magnetised by myself on the nape of
her ucck. 1 breathed a few times on tho flannel, and
then placed my other hand upon it. In less than three
minutes she exclaimed “ Oh sir, do look here,” and
sbowod me her hands, which wore dripping with tret A
violent perspiration had brokoo out all over her body ;
the fevor was expelled. I felt her pulso and found it
quito natural. Next morning she was cujcd. She told
me afterwards that when | placed my hand bn her neck,
she felt the perspiration break out and run in streams
down her back. | «ay this o wonderful! but it is
not the only case | have had to treat. Rheumatism has
been driven out of the body instantaneously; in other
cases in three to four days ; and the remarkable thing
is that it has never returned, fleers have been success-
fully treated,sometime« speedily, sometimes very slowly,
but, «o far, in all cases successfully ; so have other
diseases.

Perhaps, however, the most interesting phase of my
experiences is the sudden acquirement of the gift of
Clairvoyance, to discern the departed dear ones of earth.
| shall never forget to my dying day my first clairvoyant
vision of the form of a spirit, ns it really is. It waa to
me an awakening to a grand reality ; it was life from
the dtad; it taught me the grand truth that those
whom we call the dead are not dead at all, they are »till
living. ; they have enly changed their mode of life and
existence. That which we term death is not “ annihila-
tion it is not dissolution ; it is not that hapless, h >pc-
less state which the poet mistakenly but vividly pourtrays
in the celebrated lines:

“We die, you know, and then—
What then | 1 do not know, no more doyou ;
And so good night | "

No! thank Ood ! It is not ““good night!" It is no
death at all; it is but a transition state, a new birth
into a grander state or condition of existence than we
have any idea of.

Let me narrate my experience on that eventful Sab-
bath morning, when | saw that first clairvoyant vision,
which came to mo with a message ot glad tidings,
not to me alone, but to all mankind. About eight
o'clock on that Sunday morning 1 was just going to my
breakfast, when a boy on horseback redo up to my gate
with a note requesting me to come to the house of a
lady who was suffering from sore eyes. | asked how far
it was. “ Four miles,” waa the reply. 1 tumbled my
breakfast things away, and started off fasting, save only
one solitary cup of tea. My roason was that | knew
my magnetic power would be stronger fasting thsn lull
Dressing was the work of a few minute«, and taking
my stick and modicines with me, 1 started off, and after
a walk of four miles reached my patient's residence.
1 was met at the door by a young lady, who introduced
me into the bedroom where my pklient, a middle-aged
woman was lying in bed with her oyes bandaged over.
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At my request the bandages were removed, and | toon
MW what was the matter (Ophthalmia). | proceeded to
magnetise her. Having breathed on somo flannel | had
taken with me, | placed it on her eyes—my left hand
underneath her head lying on the pillow. The young
lady remained standing at the footer the bed, myself at
thide. Suddenly | was controlled by the spirit power,
and requested that the curtain might be drawn over the
window. This was done ; the young lady moved back
to her position at the foot of the bed. | was instantly
forced on my knees; my hands remaining as | had
placed them. In that position was gradually unfolded
to me the vision of a moat beautiful woman, apparently
twenty rears of age, with black hair, largo black eyes,
and with a face indescribably spiritual. She was look-
ing ar 1 saw her towards the young lady at the foot of
the bed, with a look—oh, of such intense love and affec-
tion—as | cannot describe. Itwas the love of a ssefker,
dead, twenty-four years ago, aged twenty, for her
daughter, aged at tiiat time four years, now married
herself, and the mother of three orfour children j and that
young lady was standing nt the foot of the hod all un-
conscious that her mother, lost so long to her, was in
that sick room, looking at her daughter from out of the
epint world | | gazed in astonishment at the beautiful
vision till it faded away and disappeared. The control
ceased, my eyes unclosed, and in a few minutes 1 rose
and hurried from the room | told the young lady to
have no fear, her (living) mother, as | thought, would
recover speedily. A few days after, such was tho caso.
1 informed the young woman of what | lind seen,
and described the beautiful vision so accurately that my
nation! instantly recognised her own deceased sister
from my description ; and my surprise was great when
a few days after tbe whole truth was made known
to me.

Here, then, | had a grand revelation of afact, which
| wanted to see for myself. Here, indeed, was the /»we
gla>l tidings foryou, lor me, for all men and women, the
inhabitants of earth: That thoso whom wo call the
“'dead,” are not so; they aro living still, and that as
they are, so shall we also be. Here, then, is our hope
assured to us. Death is overcome; there is no such
thing as death ; it is but a transition stile, a new birth
into another more glorious state of existence. That is
the Gospel indeed ; “tho glad tidings of great ioy"
which shall vet * be to all people.” The fear of death
is conquered at last—tho sting of it is takon away; t.ie
dead, so called, are not dead ; they are living still with
forms of beauty, glory, majesty, and radiance far sur-
passing even the most beautiful forms ef earth !

8uch is what 1SSI a.D. has done for me. It has
manifested anew the true glad tidings, not that which is
usually preached as such; but the far more true and
more lovely glad tidirgs of Jesus of Nazareth, first
mmifested by himself, grossly misunderstood by his
foolish disciples, and by Paul, the best of the lot; then
obscured and darkened for ages by tho blockheads who
call themselves Christians (and pretty Christiana they
are); and now at last restored to the world of long-
suflering, much-enduring, down-trodden humanity, in
this year 1881. Well may humanity to all future time
bless this glorious year. It ends for ever that miserable
gospel of fear, darkness, and gloom, and brings to the
fore prominently the true glad tidings, the true gospel
of the love of an all loving Father Spirit for this mis-
guided human family.

These trite glad tidings, dear sir, tbe spirits who con-
trol me have requested and enjoined me to proclaim to
all men. 1 most gladly and willingly obey them, and
ask you to give me this opportunity of doing so through
t'»e Harbinger of Light, that 1 may reach as many as
possible. The glad tidings which this loving angel
ministry is preaching to us all in the name of their
Father and our Father, and their God and our God, is
that what wo call death is a new birth into othor more
advanced states of existence hereafter; that wo need
not be afraid to die, becauso it is but a transition state to
another more advanced life, awaiting all those who make
a right use of this; and that even those who do not
use this, their present life aright, will be brought under
the operation of laws imposed by the Father Spirit of
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all things upon all things, by which all must be sooner
or later perfected through enjfrring.

All must progress either here nr hereafter ; happy are
then, though, who beg'n to progress here towards the
Infinite.  For there, ns here, he that is uniust will be
unjust still; he that is stagnant here will be stagnant
there, perhaps for ever. He that is good, pure, and
loving here, will be good, pure and loving there ; he
that is holy and progressive here in his a»|dratiufcs
towards the Infinite, will be holy and progressive there
in that more advanced and brighter, more glorified state
which awaits all who abstain from evil, strive to learn
to do wedl, and obey the law« of their higher, tn>rv
spiritual natures.—I ain sir, yours, etc

UNITARIAN MINISTER
Rockhampton. Queensland,
Oct., la8l.

PNEUMATIC EMBRYOLOGY.

TO THlit EDITOR OF TIE * Il IHfUMIIFR OF LIGHT."

Dear llarbixu$ —I often, and with much inteapst,
read vour admirablejournal. But 1 cannot fail to bo
struck with the fact that among Australian Spiritualists
there is a strung and increasing tendency to become
radicals, and radicals upon a materialistic plane. There
is a constant disposition to manifest their pugnacity
towards venerated faiths and past systems ui belief, a
dogmatic (Theologians thomsclvos aro never m»ro dog.
malic than your rabid radical) repudiation of every
thought and circumstance that is specifically Chrietian.
My remarks find apt illustration in Doctor Rohner's
article on the Descent of Jesus Christ. The doctor
always writes ably, but also always dogmatically and
severely  Seeing that he himself was once as fervent
a Catholic as ever breathed, 1 think be might have a
little more sympathy and tenderness for those whose
superstitions he believes himself to have out-grown. He
takes violent exception to tho theory that Jesus was of
essentially pneumatic generation. Why?  Cortaiuly
not because Sfihiti al'sm teaches otherwise. Ductor
Rohner admits that eminent and scholarly Spiritualists,
liko O*'Sullivan and R. D. Owen, incline to the theory.
And | could add many more illustrious name, such aa
Swedenborg, P. B Randolph, Frances McDougall,
Allen Putnam, perhaps even J. M Peebles, and tho
majority of English Spiritualists. Why then? Surely
not because Science teaches otherwise. The very lact
that amon”v tho clergy, who of course devoutly believe
in tho Divmo Incarnation, tlioro are men as scientifically
and medically qualified as Doctor Rohner, shows that no
insuperable physical objection exists. But, apart from
that, embryological science has nothing to offer against
tbe hypothesis ofa human being having been procreated
without paternal intervention. Of course this is not
the place for an excureut into the medical aspects of
such a topic, but | would ask Doct W Rediner ti re-
member tlio biological law of Pabtiiexooenesis, which
may, unJor special circumstances, apply as much to an
ape aa to an aphis, as much to man as to a moth{ and
I conclude with the following citation from Mr. Cook's
excellent volume on Biology  “ When the topic of the
origin of tho life of our Lord on tbe earth isapproached
from the point of view of the microscope some men
who know not what the Holy of Holies in physical and
religious science is, say that wo have no example of the
origin of lifo without two pare its. There are Humber
less such examples. (Then after quoting Wallace,
Haeckel and Huxley, Mr. Cook continues.) Take up
your Mivart, your Lyell, your Owen, and you will read
what Huxley here asserts. * That the law that perfect
individuals may be virginally born extends to tbe higher
forms of life.”””—I remain, yours fraternally,

NATURAE D18CIPULUS.

Some recent numbers of the Telephone contain a
communication through a ““writing medium” on tho
* Individuality of Man,” which, though somewhat
marred by tbe introduction of doctrine in its preamble,
is admirable. There is much in this little paper that
we take exception to, but an article such as tbe one we
allude to, is worth a quarter's subscription in itself.
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THE CHURCH CONGRESS AT NEWCAS3TLE-
ON<TYNE.

TO TRK KDITOB OF THE * IIABBIJfGEB Of LIGHT.”

Drab Sib,—1 would like to nay a few words of my own
in reply to Dr Thornton's remark in his address at the
above congross on the iiubjeel of Spiritualism

“ But let us all the while remember that the Gospel
is a final revelation till the Lord come, and boldly reply
to those who would supplement or supersede it, * Though
an angel from heaven proacli unto us any other Gospel
than that which lias been preached unto us, let him
be accursed.' ”

Now firstly, Dr. Thornton alleges that the Gospel is
a final revelation till tho Lord come. This | thai
lengo at unco. It is not truo. Jesus himself said “ 1
have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them (in his own day), however, when the Spirit of
Truth is coinc, it will guide you into all Thi tii " Does
Dr. Thornton mean to say that we have yet received all
Truthf 1 say <cc have not.  If any of the quasi or-
thodox can prove that we have received all truth to
come yet in the future, all | can say is— they provo too
much.

2ndly. In reference to the remark about the angel
from heaven preaching a gospel, or glad tidings, different
to that received, | may remark, that tho go«pcl of or-
thodoxy and that of puro Christianity ns taught by
Jesua himself, are two different things. Why do you—
the orthodox—persist in teaching the people a different,
yea, a changed gospel to that delivered to tho primitive
Christians in the days of Paul ? That glad tidings has
been changed, | say. Why do you persist in teaching
as true a parcel of delusions which everybody oil arrival
after death in the spirit-world has to unlearnt 1 have
before pointed out tho changes made in puro Chris-
tianity by tho Pagan fathers. Why do you persist in
teaching them?  Surely, you poor simple orthodox
people lay yourselves open to the charge of being
= Anathema, i. e., *accursed,” because you preach a
doctrine, or rather ten thousand fallacies, which were
never taught to tho primitive Christians in tho days of
the apostles? You are preaching an entirely different
gospel, or rather “ malspclIT to that which they received,
ar.d therefore yourselves the ™ Anathema.” All the
special pleading and quibbling for “ Finality" by its
advocates, will not avail -against God's law of progres-
sion in all knowledge of what is true; that law is as
eternal as His law of eternal nature manifest in tho
universe.

Further, | would remark, that in the Revelations the
Apocalyptic seer states that “ he saw an angel flying
through mid heaven haring an eternal glad tidings to
preach to them that dwell on the earth.” That isas |
interpret tho passage, another and very different glad
tidings to deliver to us earth-dwellers to that which is
being preached now by the so-called orthodox ; and this
too, long before the advent of the Lord. But according
to Paul and Dr. Thornton, and the rest of the blind
leaders of the orthodox blind, this angel is “accursed,” eh?

Now the case stands thus, in plain words : -Seeing the
hash the different sects have made of Modern Chris-
tianity, called orthodoxy, every one teaching a different
gospel to that of the others, do we not need auother
more certain, more dependable glad tidings than that
scornful, miserable thing which goes by the name |
think we do, and that wo are receiving it in Spiritualism,
given to the world by the ministry of angels, or spirits
of the departed.

As to the last coming, 1 say unto you that lie is come
already in tho spirit of powor, and the people know him
not, but each rvturus to his own wav, and is filled with
his or her own devices. * Behold, I will send my mes-
sengers who shall prepare my way before me." Spiritu-
alism, the ministry of angols, is that messenger,
preparing the way for a mighty change, overwhelming
all the churchee of man in ono common ruin.

How is it, ye orthodox hypocrites, that you will still
disregard the signs of the times? and when signs are
given to us refuse still to believe, or rather to know.
Behold, the oil in your lamps is gone out, you foolish

virgins, and you are left in darkness —the miserable
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soul darkness and stagnation of orthodoxy, with its
justly accursed " Finality,” while wo are rejoicing in the
glorious light and freedom of the sons of God, the
people of Free Thought and liberty, and the eternal
glad tidings of Progression, onward and upward for
UNITA Id AN MI NISTEH
Rockhampton, Queensland,
January 10th, 1H82.

MEDIUMSHIP AND SPIRITUALISM.
(From an advanced Spirit.)

Mf.ihvmmiiif is a gift which is not bestowed on man to
*Just in him unused,” and it is the saersd duty of every
medium to exercise liis power for tho benefit of hunger-
ing humanity.

it is considered by many advanced and faithful ardcat
Spiritualist« that it is not necessary to proselytise, but,
in reality, that is ono of the most potential reasons that
mediumship is devuloj>cd in man.

Newspapers arc being conducted by spirits for the
furthering of the cause ; manifostations ol spirit power
arc now being obtained in many places, and mediums
of all descriptions are exercising their gifts for the
diffusion of the evidence of spirit existence. All these
things are taking place, and inuumoratlo other agencies
arc nt work, proselytising here, there, and everywhere,
and all advanced influence concur with me in advising
and urging mediums to place their organisms at tho
disposal of their spirit guides.

Man uses his sight, nis bearing, hi« sense of smell,
and, greater yet, his reason ; why should he not exercieo
hie slumbering spiritual gifts which are lying dormaot
in his inner being ?

Tho course which this grand movemont of Modern
Spiritualism has taken is unrivalled by any other Ncicnco
or religion which has yet been propagated on this earth,
and so enormous have been the strides in advancement,
that it is too appalling, too mystic, for the mind of the
sceptic to grasp. Tho deathlike stillness of the after-
life is awakened into vitality, and the slumbering dead
once more have voico in the affairs of men. A little
whilo ago, burning at tho stake would not havo bcoo
thought too odious and too terrible a recompense for
the witchcraft now so commonly practised.

But the Smithfield fires are quenched, and eccle'ias-
ticism is fleeing before tho untiring angel of progress;
unsought manifestations of spirit power are springing
up and astonishing tho minds of thousands daily, and
tho churches are so jostled by tho influx of truth, that
they are outwitted, and bare to observe with -ut open
retaliation. Inroads are being made into their favourite
dogmas, and slipping from their grasp, their congre-
gations are steadily being taught to uso their reason and
to untrammel their minds from the iron band of ecclesi-
astical despotism.

Tho clergy and priesthood are no longer tho rulers of
the people, and their clieuts aro for tbe most part
bound to them by fear or ignorance.

With the advance of knowledge, priestcraft recedes,
and vast breaches are pouring out its life-blood drop by
drop.

Soon will ecclesiasticism have to adopt new clauses
into its dogmas, now interpretations of its Scriptures,
and gradually no longer will it be occlesiasticism, but
will merge in the great Republic of Rationalism. Year
by year gain to our cause is being made at tbe expense
of church dogma and old world idealism.

New sciences divulge hidden secrets daily, and each
new fact is a ront in tho side of biblical doctrine. You
who profess to be Spiritualists aro unworthy of the
name unless you enrol yourselves in tbe new church
militant, and heart and soul diligently work for your
neighbour's enlightenment. Unravel the mysteries of
the past; reveal tbe truth as proved to you by spirit
teaching, and confer on tbo unbeliever, the materialist,
and the indifferentist, a lasting benefit. Tis your duty
to God as well as man to impart to your fullow-creaturos
your superior knowledge. Uplift the pall of death, and
unveil tne glorious summer land, and great reward will
be yours in the spheres you prepare yourselves to
occupy.
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CAN IT BE?

A 8tory op tiik Dat.
BY E. CYRIL HAVILAND.

(Continued.)
CHAPTER V.

On the Friday evening as appointed, we «aw Lily
Bronton off to Queensland by the steamer. A lady
friend of the Bronton’s was going up, aud she tnder
took to act as her chaperone until Brisbane was reached,
when her uncle, Mr. Stanthorpo, would meet her and
convey her to his station.

Jamieson was there, and so was Joe Kingsbury, but
Joe was not in good spirits, and 1 thought ho looked
upon Jamieson8 prcscuco as rather presumtuous on
bis part.

At last the third bell rang, and wc all cleared off the
vessel and stood on tho wharf as the ropes were loosed,
and the steamer began to glide silently and slowly away.
Mrs. Bronton was in tears, and my wife and her sister
Mary were doing their best to cheer her up. Lily was
crying too, but was evidently trying to choke it down.

Then the steamer disappeared from view, and wo,
with some sixty others, seemed left forlorn. Jamieson
could not come with us to Mr. Bronton’s house, where
it was arranged wo should return to dinner, to help fill
up tho gap coiffed by Lily’s absence, but Kingsbury
came, aud so we all with tho one exception returned
together by train.

In the train Joe Kingsbury camo over, and ho said
that he was more convinced than ever that Jamieson was
a conjurer, but that Scrag would arrive on Monday morn-
ing, and he should take him at once to see Jamieson.

* You remember that rap on tho tablothe other night,
Tom ? | called attention to it. You said it was a spirit
rap. | declare to you | saw him distinctly kick tho
table with his foot. It's no use saying he did not. |
toll you seriously I did sco him, and he would not deny
it when he fouud I know it.”

““But, Joe, ho was just coming out of franco, and
perhaps did it &ccidentally.

““Alil trance indeed,” he said, contemptuously. “1
cannot understand how you aro so easily gulled. But
here wc aro—this is the station. 1 will talk to you
another time."

““All right, old fellow.”

We got out and proceeded to Bronton’s houso in his
sociable, which had been waiting t\n hour for us at tho
station. Mary and Joo began chaffing one another as
they usually did when opportunity offered, and after a
pleasant drive wc arrived at Brontonvillo, tho namo of
tho house.

| am not going to describo tho evening wo spent
which was quite what every ono expects. Frequent
allusions to the girl at sea, and surmises as to how sho
was getting on. wcro intersnprsed with a little whist,
and a little music, and abourcloven o’clock wo took our
leave and went home.

Nothing in connection with this record transpired
until the Sunday following Lily’s departure.

Joseph Kingsbury was at my houso to tea, and as it
was a beautiful moonlight night in summer, wo four,
Mary, my wife, ho and 1, sat out late talking over the
Exhibition at tho Garden Palace, then open, when
suddenly, without any previous warning, my wife gave a
sort of chuckle, and looking at her I recognised a ““ con-
trol' coming on. She had not spoken fora few minutes,
and now we waited a few moro for the spirit to take
possession. 1 had only known hor to be controlled three
or four times in hor life, and now Mary wanted me to
try and stop it. Joseph said nothing, and sat calmly
looking on all ho could sco by the aid of the moon.

Presently sho straightened herself up moro in hor
chair, and said, “ Mo come, Koorawani. How do all.
Not stay long, medum too weak; me not hurt her. Me
come say lillie flower name papoose in big ship all right.
She nearly there; no been sick. She there one, two,
three, four, five hours more.”

“1I'm glad to see you, Koorawani. You say she will
arrive at Brisbane in five hours more,” J said.

“ Yes, about five hour more. Good night, me go to
my medum.”

“ Let me see.” says Kingsbury, looking at his watch,
" five hours; that will be twenty-five minutes past throe
to-morrow morning; it's just twenty-five past ten now ”

" Well, about that time,” | remark.

“We’ll sec now, what about it to morrow morning,"
ho adds.

“1 wish it was earlier and | would go over and tell
Bronton,” | say.

“ Tell him what, dear ?”" ask« my wife, in a weak voice.
“ What is the matter ; did I faint 7"

“ No, Ruth; only Koorawani controlled you and slid
Lily was safe, and would arrive soon in Brisbane," 1 say,
assuringlv. “ Have a glass ofwine, it will do you good,"
and | go iuside and get her ouo. When 1 returned a
thought struck me, and turning t< Joe | remarked
that it looked to unbelievers liko acting.

* Yes, it does,” he replied, # but | could not accuso
Mrs. Hawk of that. No, | should think it's a species of
self delusion. You sec, Koorawani, or whoever his
name is, promised to control her, as you call it, and who
was expecting him, and so then she fancied herself into
a kind of dream.”

“ Your explanation, Joe, is more ingenious than the
simple solution of Spiritualism,” 1 reply.

“ 1 think Mr. Kingsbury is quite right to be sceptical,”
says Mary, “and now ho has taken up the subject I
shall await his verdict.”

All 1 do is to softly sing tho nursery rhyme—

“Ob, Mary, Mary quite contrary.™

“ Well, Mrs. Hawk, I will sleep on it. Itis getting
late and | must go. Good-night, Miss Langton. Good-
night, Mrs. Hawk. Give me a cigar, Tom, and a light,
for if I stay another minute you’ll have to keep me all
night, and | atn not ready for argument yet."

So Joseph and | went down to the garden gato, where
I left him, after his informing me that * to-morrow,
Monday, Scrag would arrivo."

The next day | did not sco Joseph, but on Tuesday ho
came in quite triumphant.

“ What is the matter?"" | ask.

“We've begun well. Last night I took Scrag to
another medium, and he certainly bowled him out.
There'll be no difficulty now.”

“ But tell me about it,"” | say.

“ Lots of peoplo have been telling me of this medium,
and his wonderful phenomena, and as Scrag and | could
not get a sitting with Jamieson yesterday wo went last
night to tho other."

“ Come inside and tell mo who ho is and what you
did." So after speaking to the ladies ho turned again
to tho subject in band.

* Who was he? Not Boston ?” | ask.

“ Yes, of course, and there was a row over it."”

“ But, Joe, you must give me credit for never recom-
mending Boston, and nover upholding him. Ho bolds
all bis teancet in tho dark, a thing |1 do not approvo of
for enquirers.”

“Itsali very well. But listen. Wo wont in and
there were about twenty or thirty people present Then
tho door was locked inside, and Scrag asked if ho might
tio tho medium Boston to his chair. Ho consented, aud
wo took our seats and tho gas was turned ofl. Thon all
present began to sing 1Nearer my God to thee’ and
4 Nancy tee, alternately, and then I got struck on the
head with a tambourine and voices were heard. Wo
wero told that that was* John King, and as Scrag said
he believes every medium in tho universo has * John
King.” Well, we let things get into full swing, and
Scrag and | were getting it hard on the head, and
subdued whispers oft Did you see that ? * Did you feel
that ?” came from tho ladies and gentlemen present,
when Suddenly Scrag gavoa cough, which was our signal.
Ho and I struck matches simultaneously, and there wore
two young follows in different parts of the circle, stand-
ing in their chairs, tho ono in tho act of dealing mo
another blow with the tambourine, and tho other with a
long paper tube, through which be was simulating * John
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King's voice. You may imagino the row,and now wimt
have you to say ? Don't you tromble for your friend
Jamieson ?"* Joe asks, more triumphant than ever.

MJoe, | am very glad of thia. | have been a long
while thinking that man an imposter, and havo often
thought of dealing with him in the same way."

“But what do you think ? Scrag swore ho would
havo him up for it, when ho said * he was innocent, that
he always thought the sitters honest, and never dreamt
of them playing him such tricks, and now he would kick
them out. and never have those two rascally young men
again. The young men said they were only playing a
practical joke, ana had never done it before, and Scrag
said that ho was a detective, and would have a warrant
out for them in tho morning and give them seven years
each. This so frightened them that on his promising to
forgive them if they told the truth, and that they would
never do it again, one of them said they were in partner-
ship and were accomplices, and wo left, giving them
twenty-four hours to clear out of Sydney or a warrant
would bo issued. 1 am beginning to think of Scrag as
the Latin Quotation has it, Vrni. ridi, vinci.

Joe would not pay any attention to my remarks as to
there being imposters in everything, and that neither |
nor any Spiritualist of any standing had over referred
to Boston with feelings other than doubt. No, they had
eil«used one medium and they would noon *finish the
others, and so ho left us, more convinced than ever that
it was all humbug.

Enquirers and those who know nothing of tho sub-
jectshould be careful whom they go to, for first impres-
sions are hard to clear away  As fur Boston 1 was glad
he had been bowled out at last, though of course every-
body heard ofit, and quoted it as *a death blow to
Spiritualism."

So two or throe more days passed over. A telegram
had been received from Lily to tho effect that the
steamer had arrived a little after four on Sunday morn-
ing, which slight discrepancy ol three-quarters ofan hour
made Joseph say * be could have given quite as good a
guees."

One day, late in the week, Joe wrote me a note to say
" that Scrag was on the track + that ho had watched
Jamieson‘s movements iu a small piece of looking-glass
held between his knees, and had caught him writing with
a piece of pencil fastened to bis toes."

1 thought tn myself then wbat wonderfully ingenious
devices these clover people invent to do impossible things
with. I should like to see Scrag or anyone with fifty
years of practico writo upside down on a slato with thoir
toes, and writo sonsibly and plainly without teeing their
writing.

Joe's letter went on “ that he would see mo the next
day, and that Scrag was busy, as he was going to give
an amateur entortainment of conjuring at the School of
Arts Hall, in Sydney, in a few days.”

Letters begsn to arrive from Lily by now, and one to
my wife was a request to writo and tell hor about
Jamieson, and to say she had asked after him. Joo had
been to see us, and had evidently something in store, for
be would say " Wait awhile,” " Stop a bit." " We are
getting phenomena, too ; Scrag is a medium himself,"
and so on, evading every enquiry, and | was puzzled,
until one morning | picked up tho paper, and thore 1
saw a notice drawing attention to " Dr. Scrag's Amateur
Conjuring Performance in aid of the Sick Hospital.
Spiritualism thoroughly exposed, and Charles Jamieson's
slate writing trick outdone. Questions by the audience
answered on a slate suspended in mid-air."

“ Oh, bo, Joe, my boy,” thought 1, “ we will be there.
Will you both come?™ | asked, as | handed my wifoaud
Mary the papers to read. Both readily consented, but
I had to promise not to jump up and say that it was no
exposure.

| made a point of seeing Jamieson, and after some
persuasion he consented to co with us if we took a back
seat. | told Joe we would be present, and he only said,
M All right, I will most likely see you there.”

The next night came, and we went and sat for
Jamieson's comfort in the back row of the front seats,
and presently the curtain went up. Joe, | could see

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

sitting noar the front, but be had not seen us, and
Jamieson kept his head down.

Dr.Scrag came forward, made a short speech, and com-
menced bis tricks. | skip all these until the last of the
evening, and at this last trick of al) be came forward,
and directing attention to a pulley in tho ceiling said
““lie was now going to provo the fallacy of Spiritualism,
that it was all delusion and trickery, and that all
mediums were simply conjurers. 8lade, roster, Watkins
and he might mention one in this t>wn, were simply
clever conjurers, and he was now going to prove it.
Here are two slates which be would please request the
audience to examine and clean. See, there is no writing
on them, he urged, handing them down to the audience,
sorno of whom examined thorn and rubbod them, and
then handed them back.

" Now, 1 tie these slates up so,"” he went on, " tying
them rounds and round with red tape, and we will seal
them up. Here, boy, bring me my candle and wax,"
he called off at the side. " Ah, here are matches, be said,
going half off the wing, and turning round to the boy
who had lighted the candle. * Now some gentleman
como up bore and seal thorn up.”

A stranger went to tho stage and sealed up the slates,
and then be was requested to take them down and
attach them to the string and haul them up to the ceil-
ing. which was done.

* Now, ladies and gentlemen,” said Scrag, ““some of
you might think | changed those slates+ now suppose
I did, what would it avail mo, as | have not yet got your
questions? Please write each one a question and put
it into my hat, while 1 get a drink of water.”

He gave his silk bat to the front row, and weotofffor
the drink of water. His bat went on and on until it was
full, when he asked for it to be returned, and bolding it
up ho rotnarked " that it was a pity tho slates were not
biggor, as it was impossible to get all the answers on to
thoso two small slates, lie proposed taking half-a-
dozen haphazard

A voice 1 recognised as Joe's here called out, “ make
it a dozen, Doctor.™

“ Al) right, a dozen since you wish it, 8ir," be replied.
" As the spirits do this to oblige me, why 1 dou't care
how many, so we will say a dozen,” and so saying he
stirred tho bat up, and pulled out tho dozen questions.

" Now, ladies and gentlemen, you will seo how stupid
it is to believe in Spiritualism. This is simply delusion,
and no medium in existence would allow you to so test
him by putting the slate out of his ro’cn. There are
the questions, and these questions,” ho added, pointing
to tho bat, “1 assure you wore written after those slates
wero hung up.  Now, spirits, have you finished ?"

Three raps answered him.

" Well, then," said he, **let some one come up and
read out the questions, and some one else cut down the
slates and see what trickery can do."

This was done, and there on tho slates, wero twelve
answors to the twelve questions that woro read out, and
amidst tumultuous applause the curtain wont down, the
doctor disappeared, and tho audience went out, as the
papers next morning said, " now thoroughly convinced
of the trickery of all mediums."

"1 would like to meet Dr. Scrag privately some even-
ing,” said Jamieson, as wo parted with him at the
station. " I havo set my mind on convincing that man.”

"*Oh, don't worry over him,” I reply. **Well, good-
night, as you won't como home with us."

Lily Bronton had been away now about five weeks,
and letter« had come from her saying how she was enjoy-
ing herself, and in every letter to my wife she mentioned
Jamieson, and asked after him.  As far as he was con-
cerned he had taken a great fancy to hor, for in talking
with mo ho had in othor words led mo to believe that
he was much attractod to her, and | was always wonder-
ing whether the solution to Kingsbury's waruing would
be that Jamieson would marry her.

Some three or four days alter Scrag's entertainment
1 met him, and asked him out to dinner with Kingsbury,
snd then | went for Jamieson and told him, so that be
would meet Scrag as be desired.

It was a calm cool evening, and | remember it well,
the discussion was very warm, and Koorawani had con-
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trolled Jamieson, and had said he knew how Scrag had
done his trick, but he would give no explanation.
Koorawani was very sad in tone to-night, and 1 could
«co something was the matter.

“ Isn't the modiutn well, Koorawani?" | asked.

“Yes, he all right, but bad news coming. Make you
all sorry, mo sorry. Good thing lillie flower-name
papoose chief and squaw not here; mako ‘em all cry
Trfuch.

“Why, what is it, Koorawani; tell me?” | again ask.

M Another spirit come here to-day. She lore my
tnedum; me love her; every one love her. She ride
horse, horse get fright much, run away, knock papoose
oil tree. Koorawani there ; he help tako care her spirit.”

“You don't moan that Lily Bronton has been killed
to-day?” my wifo asks, nil in a tremble.

" Koorawani sorry ; too much true.
She say don’t cry.”

“Oh, Koorawani, it can't be true,” says Mary, who
with my wife, is sobbing violently.

” Koorawani wish all him heart bo toll lie. Cannot
«top now. Sorry all of us; spirit glad. Sbo glad too,
soon. Good-night.”

When Jamieson camo to himself again ho was
surprised to see tho two ladies crying, and asked the
reason, and when tlioy told him he said ho hoped they
would excuse him and lot him go homo, and no one
attempted to porsuado him to stop.

Dr. Scrag did not improve much on acquaintance, and
he did not gain with my wife or even Mary, when he
tried to persuade thorn that Jamieson was acting and in
his opinion had carried it too far to-night.

As for Kingsbury.  Poor Joe; he seemed half divided,
and one moment would catch at sorno idea of Scrag's
and tho next bo despondont about it.

At last they both wont, and at tho gato Joo, taking
me by the hand, said aside, “ Well, good.night, Tom,
and if this sad news is true 1 shall begin to believe in
Spiritualism.”

After consultation with my wife 1 decided not to say
anything to the Bronton’s (for at first | thought of going
over there), as porhapa it might be a lie, for we well
knew that every spirit doos not tell the truth, and so we
retired to rest; but sleep novet came to any of us that
night, our brains woro too full for that.

(7b be Continued.)

She hero now.

PSYCHOGRAPIlY EXTRAORDINARY.

We extract tho following from an account ofa seance
with  Mr. Eglinton, written by Signor Rondi in the
Spiritualut, of September 23rd last:—

“ At eight o’clock wo took our places round the table
in full gaslight, and shortly afterwards Mr. Eglinton
taking from the tablo tlireo pieces of whito cardboard,
each the size of a post card, handed thorn round for us
to see that no writing was upon them, and then tore
away the corner of one and gave it to Mr. Craigie, who
put it in his pocket. The largest pieco was placed in a
double slate, and two other cards wero placed in two
separate books with a tiny piece of lead peocil, as big"
as the head of a pin, in each. The slato was placed
under my and Siguor Damiaui's hands ; one of the books
uoder those of the M.P. and Mr. T. Tambeyall Pilly;
the other was placod on a chair, and Signor Damiani
sat upon it. Under these conditions, Mr. Eglinton
passed his bands over the book and the slate, and after
two or three minutes, on opening tho slato and the
books, messages wero found written upon each of the
cards, in a very small hand. The one addressed to
Signor Damiani was in English, and contained 59 words
io excessively minute handwriting, the one addressed to
Mr. T. Tambeyah Pilly was in an Oriental language ; a
gentleman well learned in those languages assures me
that the message was written by a Hindostani scholar:
and the third, which was directed to me, was in ltalian,
consisting of 63 words, written in a beautifully fine and
clear band, but with some mistakes of orthography and
language, such as would be made by one who writes in
a foreign tongue. The piece torn from this card was
applied to itand found to fit exactly.”
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TUB BEGINNING AND THE END OF TIIB
WORLDS.

By Camille Flammabtox
Translated from Journal du Magnrtitme, July, 1881.

IIr C. W. Rohmeq, M.D, Bhulla.

Tnt question of the beginning and of the end of tho
world has, not without reason, agitated all those minds
who aro food of investigating the mysteries of nature.
The progress of contemporary science enables us to-day
to answer that question, and to understand, no longer
in accordance with the manner adopted by Bossuot, who
dealt with tho history of a nation and a doctrine six
thousand years old as if it woro tho history of the world,
but in accordance with rigorous proofs and positive
data, the history of the whole planet, the development
of which in time is proportionate to the greatness of the
universe.

|
THE BEGINNING

Since wo have not been present at the creation of the
world, wo can only form an idea of the events which
happened by applying to their investigation the method
of scientific induction as tho only reliable one with
respect to results.

Now, we see that the immense globe of the sun re-
volves in the centre of its system, turning on his own
axis in twenty-five days and a half, and that all the
planets turn in the same direction and almost in the
same plane round the sun. Wo see also that the density
of the planets is directly proportionate to their distance
from tho sun, being greatest in his vicinity and smallest
at the oxtromity of tho planetary system, and at tho
same timo wo observe that tho mattor composing them
is of tho samo nature as the matter which enters into
the constitution of the earth and sea. Wo have, there-
fore, here to deal with a large family of bodies, the
original unity of which is selfevident.

From another poiut of view tho form of tho terrestrial
globo shows that it has commenced in a fluid state the
samo ns tho rest of tho planets. In spite of certain
minor difficulties of details, tho only tenable cosmogonic
theory is that which represents to us the planets ns
having boon successively detached from tho sun's
equator at a timo when it was in a state of nebulosity,
and exlondcd to the present actual orbits of tho planets
respectively. Thus, for instance, at the time of the
birth of our own planet, tho earth, the solar nebula
reached thus far, and revolved round its axis in throe
hundred and sixty-five days. The centrifugal force
arising out of this movement on the exterior circum-
ference of this enormous nebulous mass predominated
for a moment over tho force of attraction, and this
momentary difference of these antagonistic forces was
sufficient to detach from tho nebulous mass a ring of
vapour, which continued to revulvo in 365 days, whilst
the solar nebula wenton condonsing itself, after which
the terrestrial ring, in its own turn, became condensed
into a globe, whieh globe is now known to us as the
earth.

The moon was formed from the earth at the timo whon
tho latter oxtended as far as the moon is now distant
from the earth, and when her revolution occupied 27
days and 7 hours, the tiino requisite to establish tho
equilibrium botween the conlrifugal force and the
density of tho newly formed globe. Afterwards, from
century to century, the terrestrial globe has contracted
itself, revolving quicker aud quicker as it proceeded con«
flensing, in accordance with a well established law of
mechanics. In reality the terrestrial equator revolves
at the rate of 465 metres in one second, and produces a
centrifugal force which stands to the gravity ofthe earth
in tho proportion of 1 to 289. If the earth were to turn
round 17 limes quicker, its centrifugal force would equal
its force of gravitation itself, and the objects in lhe
equatorial region would no louger have any weight at
all. A citizen of Quito who jumped only a few centi-
metres iuto the air would never be able to regain torr

again with bis feet! Nay, more, nobody could
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maintain bi« footing on the ground he occupies. No
living being, no object, nothing at al) could maintain its
proper weight. The »lightcat breeze would carry away
everything. No town -or city ever could have been
built. The cquatorialucono would be uninhabitable. A
ring of water detached from the ocean, rocks detached
from mountains, dust detached from tho soil, objects of
ovory description lifted from the ground into tho air
would mark the equator. And if the earth wero still
in a gaseous state, undergoing a process of condensation,
the ring thus formed by the centrifugal force would not
be long in condensing itself in its turn into a new body,
a moon, turniog round our earth at the rapid rate of
one hour and twenty-four minutes.

It is not by the enumeration of years or centuries
that we can defino the immeasurable time which nature
requires for tho elaboration of tho gencsi« of our world
system. Millions of year« added to millions scarcely
indicate the seconds on the dial of tho eternal world
clocks. But our mind, which embraces both time and
space, perceives henceforth tho birth of worlds ; it sees
them at first shine with tho faint light of a nebula; it
sees them afterwards assuming the brilliancy of suns;
it see« them becoming cold, covering themselves with
spots, later with n solid crust ; it secs them further on
undergoing  violent revolutions and  formidable
cataclysms in conscqucnco of the frequent cracking of
the crust under the influence of the furnace boat under-
neath ; it sees them getting furrowed by deep fissures
getting slowly consolidated by cooling, and receiving
henceforth their heat and light from a snurre external to
the sun, they become now inhabited by living beings,
are converted into seats of hard-working humanities,
which in their turn help to change the aspect of the
surface, and, after having served thenurposo of habita-
tions for a higher order of life and thought, they lose
gradually their fertility, got insensibly used up like the
men who occupy them, becomo old, deerepid, and finally
die, rolling henceforth like erratic tombs through tho
silent deserts ofan eternal night.

During thousands of centuries the terrestrial globe
travel Ini through spaco in the condition of an immense
chemical laboratory. A perpetual deluge of boiling
water fell from tho clouds on the burning surface, and
rose again into tho atmosohcrc in order to fall again.
When the temperature foil below that of boiling water
tho liquified vapour would precipitate itself. In the
midst of those terrible writhings tho crust of the earth,
broken a thousand times by the convulsions of the
central fire, vomited forth flames, and again filled up
the fissures made ; by-and-by volcanoes would raise their
bulg”™l-up domes above the level of the hot seas, the
first islands would appear, and the first semi-fluid com-
binations of carbon would make tho first rudimontary
oftorts of life by tho formation of a substanco which
scarcely deserve« to bo called organic, which, howevor,
is no more simply minoral, but at the sumo time, neither
vegetable nor animal. Tho primitive plants, tho alga?
which inertly floated on the bosom of tho ocean, were
already a step in advance. Gradually, from century to
century, our planet lost some of its original rudeuess,
tho conditions of life bccamo more perfect, living beings
became tnul.iplied by differentiation from the primitive
stock, and by acquiring new organs, which at first would
bo clumsy and rudimentary, becoming afterwards better
developed and more perfect.

The primeval age, during which tho slowly rising
life would only be represented by algae, Crustacea and
beadloss vertebrati, seem« to have taken up for itself
fifty-three hundreths of the time which has elapsed from
tho epoch when the earth became habitablo until now.
The primary period which followed this epoch, has for
its type the formation of the vegetation of tho coal
measures and of the kingdom of the fishes, and seems to
have occupied tho next thirty-one hundreth of tho time
above alluded to. The secondary period, during which
the splondid vegetation of coniferous plants covered the
earth, whilst the enormous saurian reptiles held sway
in the animal world has lasted the next twelvo hundreth.
The earth was then peopled by fantastic creatures,
which were engaged in constant strife, surrounded by
the still only partially subjugated play of the elements.
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Thus, then, in accordance with the comparative
density of the strata, which were deposited durior these
succeeding periods, the ninety-six hundreths of the time
pa«t were taken up by a living order ofcreation, entirely
different from that which to-day embellishes a creation
relatively gross and formidable, and as distinct as that
of anothor world. Who would at that timo vontured to
lift tho mysterious veil of tho future, and made a gu
at tho future still unknown and hidden epoch when man
was to appear on tho scono of a newly transformed
planot ?

The tortiary period during which wo observe the
arrival only of the mammifora and these animal species,
which present more or less pronouncod physical resem-
blances with the human species, comes next to receivo
tbo horitago of thoso primitivo ago», and to tako the
place of tho preceding periods. Tho duration of this
division of tiino has not even reached to tho three
hundreths of tho total estimate above laid down.

Finally, tho quaternary age has scon tho birth of the
human species and of cultivated trees. It does mt
represent tho one hundreth [>arl of our time scale. llow
much do these grand and vast contemplations ext *nd
and magnify tho ideas which wo habitually form about
the nature of things!

Wo fancy that we are going back a very considerable
distanco in historical timo when wo are looking upon
tho old pyramids which still rear their lofty summit« in
the valley of tho Nile; when wo raiso our eyes to tho
lofty columns of obelisk’, covered with mysteri>us
hieroglyphics; when we admire tho muto temples of
Assyria, tho ancient pagodas of India; when we east
our eyes upon tho idol» of Mexico and Peru; and when
we peruse tho secular traditions of Asia and of tho
Aryans, our ancestor« ; when we uuo.irth the tools and
instruments of tho stono ages, tho weapons cut out of
flint, such a« arrows, lance», knives, rakes, or scraper»,
and the sling-stones of our primitivo barbarity. Wo
scarcely venture to apeak of ton or twenty thousind
years of humau history ; but were wo even to admit an
ago of ono hundred thousand years for the existence of
tho slowly advancing race of human beings, how little
and trifling would that liberal allowance of time be in
tho presence of the fabulous accumulation of centuries
which havo preceded us in tho history of our planet.

By allowing only 100,000 yoar» for tho quarternary
age, tho ago of the present state of creation, wo »co
that tho tertiary period would havo reigned 300,000
years; the secondary period. 1,200,000 years; tho pri-
mary period, more than 3,000,000 yeare ; and tbe primor-
dial or primcoral age more than 5,000,000 years. A
total of 10,000,000 years. And what again is this total
history of our globe when we consider that it required
something like 350,000,000 years to render the earth
solid by reducing its external tomperaturo to 200 de-
grees ? And how many millions of years more might wo
not havo to ndd to represent tho timo which clapped
between tho temperature of 200 degrees and that of
70», tbo probable maximum of heat with which organic
life is compatible ?

Tho study of the worlds opens to our eyes in the
order of timo equally immense horizons as those winch
it displays before our astonished gazo with regard to tho
order of space. Such a study makes us feel both tho
eternity of timo and the infinity of space.

Benalla, Feb. 12th, 1882.
(7b be continued.)

Mb. Walkxa's lecture on tho ““Lyceum™ or the
“ Education of the Children of Liberals,”™ which ap-
peared in our last issue, has been published in neat
pampblot form, and may be obtained at the office of this
Sapor. Another able lecture of Mr. Walker's—"Tho

ows and Gentiles ”—has also boon published during
last month.

Fboxi an ‘article in the Banner of Light, Dee. 17th,
we observe that the Boston Watchman, the organ of tho
Baptist Church, which has been writing down Spiritu-
alism lately, io constrained to admit the phenomenal
facts, falling back on the demoniacal theory.
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MR G SPRIGGS* MATERIALIZATION
SEANCES.

Weigiiino akd Measckino Experiments Repeated.

Since tho recommencement ofthese, certain experiments
have been carried out tho particulars of which are here
given Before proceeding thereto, it will be well to
notice a few points in connection with the first five sit-
tings. On several occasions the medium was shown (at
the same time, of course, as the materialized spirit-
forms), so that considerably more than the lower half of
his body, with the hand lying on the knee, was distinctly
visible.  On one evening Geordie, after showing him-
self, in accordance with his usual custom, in the full and
unshaded light, and also showing tho medium (walking
belliml the latter, so as to be seen leaning over him),
came forward, and taking the hand of one of the sitters,
raised it first to his forehead and then to his lips, Kiss-
ing it audibly. A remark was made to the effect that
this proved Geordie to possess the “flexible feature«,™
(which at one time had been frequently mentioned by the
Editor of the London Spiritualiet as a desideratum in
materialization phenomena,) upon which he again
advanced, and gave further evidenco of this, moving tho
whole of his features quite freely. At the invitation of
his old friend Mr. C-, he took the ““ vacant chair" beside
him, and rising together thev walked arm-in-arm across
the room and back again, and stopping opposite each of
the sitters, Geordie—with his right arm still passed
through Mr. C.’s left—shook hands with them in turn.
On another evening Geordie stepped to tho writing-
desk in tho centre of the circle, and stood there in his
picturesque white costume, writing a short message.
Flowers were handed him, among them some rosemary,
which ho wrote “ reminded him of earth-life.”” He after-
wards again showed himselfin a light which rendered
every detail of form and feature visible. Stepping for-
ward, he brought his face within an inch or two of the
eyes of Mr. if, one ot the sitters, who remarked par-
ticularly upon the jet-black of tho oyebrows. At the
sitting on tho evening of February 10th, Geordio ex
pressed a desire to walk right out of tho seance-room
into the front portion of the premises. Mr. Terry went
out first t> unlock the door of communication, and was
immediately followed by Geordie, who first t>ok down
from the shelf a book, which he opened, and replaced,
and then handled somo packets of herbs, selected ono,
re-entered tho circle-room (preceding Mr. Terry), and
handed it to one of the sitters. Ho then took Mr. C.’s
arm, and they both walked into the front, where he re-
placed tho packet in its proper position, and returned.
At all theso sittings * Peter” was present, and con-
versed on a variety q| subjects. On ono occasion he
remarked jocularly that what with being called “ od
force,” “ psychic,” ““double,” <“diakka,” ““elementary,"
“ fourth dimensional Being, and so on, ho had enough
to contend with, and that it would bo rather bard, after
having worked so long, if he had to “go to nothing.”
Reference being mado to the “ postage stamp episode,"
he said that such things were ofgreat ute ! For instance,
in the caso of those persons who acceptod the phenomena
as genuine, but did not know whether to ascribe them
to psychic force, elementaries, or what else, it proved to
such that those who manifested were possessed of a
knowledge of such things as postago stamps and their
use, and this would help those persons in forming their
conclusions. It also showed them to bo natural being,
and when people got such queer notions of the noxt
world and its inhabitants as they had, it was time they
should be undermined. As to the ““absurdity” ofit, if
people were told a table had floated, they would say it
was ridiculous, and ask where was the use of it? It was
the samo with everything at first. In the courso of
conversation reference was made to Freemasonry, in
connection with the fact that, at one of the sittings of
last year, “ Peter gave a visitor the masonic grip, the

medium never having been initiated. Peter raid Free-
masonry wan a good thing, ifonly thoae initiated knew
the meaning of the ceremonies ; properly carried out, it
would be Spiritualism ; but be deplored its degeneracy
to such a large extent into a mere matter of eating and
drinking Being questioned on the subject of clair-
voyance, Peter said that it was possessed by all, only
with some, circumstance« brought it nearer the surface,
while io others it was latent. It only required develop«
ment, and in the spirit-world then« were condition« that
would bring it out. To develop« it in earth life would
be a benefit, ns no organ of the brain could be developed
without its being a gain to the individual hereafter. In
time, when men came to understand themselves and
their organization better, children would ba educated
in such a manner that it would be quite a phenomenon
for anyone to doubt the existence of thq spiritual world,
for each ono would have the spiritual faculties devel iped,
and receive evidenco of ita existence. He doubled
whether these manifestations would bo the same an they
now are, because the world would m>t require them.

““Charity,” with her slender and graceful feminine
form, “ Zion,” with his long white rube, and red girdle,
and Mrs. Cobham, havo been frequent visitor, the latter
twice drawing back the curtain from the medium, and
leaning over him.  On February 3rd ""The Nun" camo
much further forward than usual, showing her dark hair
with the single curl hanging down on the left side with
great distinctness.  On the 10tha new control presented
himself, * John Cobham,” who halted considerably in
his walk.  Having been lame in earth-life, ho exhibited
the samo defect on returning to cnrlh condition, fol«
lowing in this what seems to be a general law. On this
occasion Peter stated that tho spirit of a young girl was
present named Isabella, who had lived at Sandridgc, and
had been a member of the Lyceum. This was recognised.

On tho 10th the controls tried tho experiment of
materialising in moro rapid succession than usual, the
contrast between them being thus rendered still more
striking. Geordie first showed him«clf and retired, and
in twenty-five seconds by the watch Mrs. Cubham pre«
sented herself; in twonty-firo seconds nfter her retire-
ment the markedly different figure of Zion was risible,
and in thirty-eight seconds after ho camo (the moment
of leaving was not noted in this instaiico), Peter pre-
sented himself. This experiment will probably bo
repeated.

It having been considered advantageous that the
weighing and measuring &xperiment some time sinco
carried out, with the viow of obtaining further proofs
of the separate identity of tho various forms, should bo
repeated, in which Peter and the other spirit.friends
exhibited the greatest willingness to co-operate, for the
purposo of verification, the evening of the 14th of
February was devoted to the measurements. The
measuring-standard used is seven feot four inchos high,
with largo figures and divisions painted white upon a
black ground, and is furnished with a slide which can be
adjusted to any height, and will there remain registering
tho height for inspection Daring these experiment«
each of the controls camo right outside tho curtain, and
stood upright against tho standard. Mr. Canon then
brought the slide to tho top of the head, after which
each control, on request, again stood beneath the slide,
so that all could see the latter was correctly adjusted,
at the same time moving tho head from side to side in a
natural manner. The figures were then recorded, each
member of the circle present (whoso namosare appended
below), individually satisfying himselfor herselfthat the
figures were exactly as stated. The amount oflight was
sufficient to enable the sitters to see the figures and
divisions on the standard with ease On this evening
eleven different forms materialist, ten of which were
measured, with the following results:—Peter, 5ft. 51in.;
Zion, 5ft. 7Jin.; Geordio, 5ft. Sin. ; Mrs. Cobham, 5ft.
2|in.; "The Nun,” 6ft. Ojin.; ““Charity,” 5ft. 4in.
(barely); Lily, the child form, (who came out particularly
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well, and stood in full view upright, with back against
standard), 4ft.; a now control, who gave the name of
* Annie Dawson,” measured 5(1. O’in.; another, who
gave the name of “John Koger 5ft. 8Jin.; John
William», 4ft. Ilm.; height of medium. 5ft Olin.
“ John Cobham™ (previously mentioned aa walking lame)
also stood against the standard, but liia height was not
recorded, as the * sloop™ in the form was considered ns
nullifying the value of any contrast which might exist
between the height of this form and that of the medium.
An analysis of these results shows that there was a
difference of Itt. nJin. between the greatest and leaat
heights regi-tcied «luring the evening; of lit. GJin
between the least height nnd that of the medium, and
of 21in. between the medium's height and the highest
registered.

Hlu evening <d February 17th was devoted to the
weighing. These experiments requite extreme care and
patience, for at times a form seems to possess no abso-
lutely fixed weight, but will rapidly l«»e pound after
pound, even while stnnding motionless for a few seconds
upon the platform of the machine, ami while the act of
adjusting the balance is in process, and after all be com-
pelled to retire for the purpose ofacquiring fresh force,
without a fixed weight having been obtained. Thia
necessitates frequent repetition. The machine used was
of tl.o American platform kind, of Fairbank’'s make, (a
first-class manufacturer) and graduated to weigh to two
dunce  The figures on the beam being small, a hand-
lamp was found necessary, so that the beam might
illuminated sufficiently to allow of the figures and
weights being seen by all. The forms while being weighed
stood fairly on the platform of the machiue in full view,
entirely free from surrounding objects, and with the hands
raised. In cases where they inadvertently allowed a
hand to rest on the top of the pillar of the machine, tho
weight was not recorded till the hand had been removed.
Pvtrr was the first to step on tho scale, which he turned
at 139|Ibs. On a second trial the weight registered was
72lbs. 14uz. A third weighing gave ® Ibs. From the
first to the third weighing only five or six minutes
elapsed, during which there was a diminution in weight
equal to 7111b». Zion next steppc«l on the platform,
but was compelled to retire before his exact weight was
obtained, lie had, however, turned the scale at 7Glbs.,
but failed te d« 5 at 79'be., so that he would have
been somewhat lighter than thia. On a sectnd trial he
turned the scale at BUIbs, and then lost weight, pound
by | ound, with such rapidity that it was at last found
impossible, iu moving tho indicator along tho beam, to
keep pace with the decreasing weight, so that it can
only be said that Zion retired from tho scale weighing
lem than 601b». Geordie began to lose weight imme-
diately, until he got uuder 80lbs., when he had to leave.
On a second trial lie turned the scale at SOlbs , and then
again got lightor, but a fixed weight of 74}lbs. was
arrived at for a few seconds, and Geordio then retired.
Although so light in weight, in appearance he was solid
and muscular looking as usual. It was with great satis-
faction that the weight of the child-form Lily was taken.
She was unable to o>me out so well as the stronger con-
trols, and it was necessary to move the machine nearer
to her. On her first appearance the weight registered
was Ofiflbs.  On a second trial she turned the scale at
45]bs., and then ran rapidly down to 34}lbs. A third
weighing gave the result as 33lbs. 100z. Medium's
weight, 14'«Jibs  The clothes of the medium (including
watch and shoes) being also weighed separately, were
found to be gibs. 20z There was thus a range of
|1Ofilbs. 140z between the greatost and least weights
recorded during tho evening, and a difference of 114lbs.
140z. between the leaat weight recorded and that of the
medium  All the weights obtained were /cm than the
medium’s weight.

In accordance with what seems to be a general law,
all the formB exhibit a diminution in weight (often con-
siderable in the cou”o ofa few minutes) at each suc-
cessive weighing, a diminution which goes on evon during
the act of weighing. There seems to be no permanent
weight pertaining to any particular individual form, but
it varies with the length of time the form may have been

out in the circle, and probably depends upon other con-
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ditions, mcdiumistic, circle, and a.mospheric. Even the
height of individuals seems to be slightly affected by
altered conditions. Tho larger forms ao not always
possess a correspondingly heavier weight. It was notice-
able that when the form, standing on the platform of
the machine, began to grow lighter, there was a vibratory
o ion of the beam. This may be the result of momentary
checks in the diminution of weight, or slight momentary
recovering» of part of tho weight being lost.

On the evening of the 21st ult., the weights of two of
the female forms were taken, with results «unilar to the
foregoing. Mrs. Cobham stepped on to the scale, but
the beam at that moment was only furnished with
counterpoise to the extent of 100lba., which was not
sufficient, and beforo frosh weight could bo add«-«l, Mrs.
Cobham had to retiro from the machine, weighing over
10olbs. A second tral gavo a little under HNb», with a
rapid loss of weight to below GOlbs. A third trial gave
7(»lbs.  “ Charity” then presented herself, and on the
first occasion turned the scale at 841b». On the second
at about SGlbs, the exact weight not being noted, owing
to the sudden diminution, which brought it toGttlbs. A
third weighing gave 801bs at first, which diminished as
usual until a weight of 75Ibs. less 20z. was reached. On
this, aa on the former occasion, the forms were in full
an«l distinct view, free from all surrounding objects.

For the sake of completeness, it may be well to add
that three experiment» wore carried out in the Library
of the Victorian Association of Spiritualists ; that the
room is situated on the solid ground floor, with no cellar
or apartments beneath; that there is no ““cabinet™ io
the usual sense of the word, but only two curtains
suspended from a rod extending from wall to wall (which
are of solid brick, and built many years since) in one
corner of tho room ; that the only door is completely
cut off from that part of the room where tho materialisa-
tion takes place by the chairs of the sitters; and that
throughout the experimouts there was a steady light
more than sufficient to enable the operation of weighing
to be carried on with ease and accuracy.

John Cabson, Clulha, Kcw, near Melbourne.

Eliza Andbew, Montpelier House, 210 Albert Street,
East Melbourne.

W. II. J'kbby, 84 Kusrell Street, Melbourne.

Mahtiia Bamtobd, Ljgon North  Carlton,
Melbourne.

A. J. 8mabt, 6G Nicholson Street, Fitzrov, Melbourne.

* Maby Loudon, Simpson Street, East Melbourne.

THE OPERA HOUSE DIFFICULTY.

GoVKBNMENT InTEBFEBEWCE WITH THE SCXDAT

Sebvice*

Intimation having reached the officers of tho Victorian
Association of Spiritualists too late for advertisement
in the papers of Saturday, Feb. 7th, that the Opera
House would be closed against them the following day,
some handbills were hastily printed for distribution
amongst the congregation who began to assemble out-
side the Opera House at about half-past six pm., on
Sunday, lu these they wore invited to come up to Mr.
lorry's place in Russell Street, from the verandah of
which Mr. Walker would explain tho reason of ths
doors being closed against them. Accordingly, by seven
p.m., about 800 people were congregated on the road
and pavements waiting anxiously tor au explanation of
the difficulty. At that hour Mr. Walker emerged from
the window and requesting the audience to remove from
the footpaths to the road, and to do uothiug illegal,
briefly explained that through a threat from the Govern-
ment the Opera House Company were constrained to
refuse the use of their bouse tor Sunday services. Ho
therefore requested them to walk iu an orderly manner
to the Horticultural Hall, where he would more fully
explain the position, Ibe progress of this lar. e body
through the streets naturally caused considerable excite-
ment, doors and windows aloug the route being crowded
by the inmates of the bouses curious to know the
import of it. In a few minutes the Hall was densely

* Present only at the weighing.
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pecked—disles, platform, and &nte-room being crowded,
and a large number being unable to find even standing
r om Mr. Walker, who was ﬂreeted with applause,
reviewed the circumstances which led up to tho present
difficulty (which are given elsewhere) characterising tho
interference as a blow at Freethought and freedom of
i and urging them to resist it by all legitimate
incana. The audience heartily applauded the speaker's
remarks, and an indignation meeting being suggested,
it was announced that one would be held during tho
ensuing week ; and after a few concluding remarks from
Mr. Walker, tho meeting dispersed

A ri BLic meeting was held § the Temperance Hall,
Melbourne, on Thursday evening. February 16th, to
protest against the interference of the Government with
the Sunday lectures. Upwards of nine hundred persons
were present. The chairman was supported by repre-
sentatives of both tho Victorian Association of
Spiritualists and tho Freethoughl Society.

Mr. John Koss occupied the chair, and in ojiening
the meeting, having referred briefly to the object which
lcil called them together, recommended that the matter
should be taken deliberately, and with business-like
feelings; notas a mere outburst of indignation, to be
ctpended in ono moment of superfluous energy, but
something that would remain with them; to consider
the matter with n view of continuing tho effort in what-
ever direction they might see it necessary to employ it.
He read a letter received from Mr. H. J. Wrixon,
M LA, in the following terms:—""My attention Ha
not been called to the action of the Government of which
you complain, and | am not aware of the facts which
constitute vour grievance. 1 will inquire into the
matter, and will be ready in Parliament to maintain
whateverjustico requires;” also one from Mr. Alfred
Dcakin, M.L.A., in the following :—“ | regret to say
that an ongagemout of several weeks standing, whicn
compels me to speak at S’awcll on Thursday evening,
will prevent my attcudiug your meeting on that date,
lour protest has my entire sympathy. | consider the
interference with your privileges to be quite uncalled for,
and can only regard it as another attempt of the church
to control affairs altogether outside itsspiritui) sphere ”

The chairman tlirn proceeded to say that it appeared,
in taking any hall licensed for public amusements, it
was in the power of the Chief Secretary to see that
nothiug in the way of trading or mere worldly amuse-
ment should take place therein on Suudays. This power
would certainly bo very efficient in stopping anything
that had in view mere money-ihaking, or any proceedings
that depended upon the taking of money to pay current
expenses, but he thought there was a great difference
between a performance with a view of making money
and the mere discussion of liberal opinions that required
money to carry on current expenses. He thought it a
stretch of this power when extrcilcd in stopping such s
collection, even if made a tint qua non of parties bein
allowed to ontor. Th”Association now embarrasse
by this proceeding gave way to the decision, and used
all the moral power in their possession to induce poop'c
to pay, though if they insisted upon entering without
pacing they could do so. They had no power, and
therefore exercised none, to prevent their entering, and
io fact, people had entered all parts of tho house who did
not choose to contribute. Buteveo this bad been objected
to as an evasion of tho act, and they were practically
disallowed to moot in such halls, aud to discuss liberal
opinions in such a way. He was not there in the name
ofany special i»m, but of freedom of discussion, the
greatest freedom that they could possess, for it was the
basis of all true thinking, and true thinking was at the
basis of all true action. Anyone who wanted to put bis
thumb upon anything in society, would do all in their
power to prevent liberality of discussion. He called
upon Mr. T. Walker to move the first resolution, which
read aa follows

"That this meeilng expresses its iodi|tnatioo at the recent
action of the Governmeat, which is calculated tosuppress freedom
of sperch by interfering with tb~"Sunday evening iscUWSa

The chairman considered the word “iudignation™ to
be " rather strong,” but numerous cries ot “ No, no"

from all parts of the audience indicated the contrary.
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Mr. Tho». Walker said be was pleased to sec that the
meeting agreed with the wording of the resolution, and
were disposed to consider it expedient that the word
“indignation™ should be retained. Whon were they to
express their indignation if not at the suppression of
their liberties? This was a matter that affected all who
had an opinion to say what might difler from the reign-
ing power, lie did nut think that auyone could beromo
acquainted with the facts of the case without concluding
that they had suffered an injustice. But it was writ to
consider both sides of the question, and he thought that
the statement given to the public in the Age, of Wed-
nesday, covercil tho Government's case In this they
disclaimed any intention of inlerlenng with the liberty
ofany body of people to assemble together for the inter-
change of religious thought, and claimed to have acted
merely in a judicial and secular capacity, that the Opera
House was licensed under the condition that if it be
used on Sunday no charge should lie made, that it was
only by means of this clause that a lino could be drawo,
and that if no charge be made for admission, no objec-
tion would bo raised to orderly gatherings in the build-
ing. Mr. Walker thought that the meetingon -Sunday
evening, and the advertisement of the present meeting
had helped to draw from the Government that public
statement. When he lectured at the &H  Hou«e some
years ago, tho Association male a positive and adver-
tised charge every Bunday. There was then no such
clause in the license ns that referred to. But the Chief
Secretary wrote to the Opera House authorities to say
that in all probability if they continued ns they were,
the application for a renewal of their license would be
refused, and they then had to inform the Association
that it would bo turned out if it continued charging.
They then got notices printed—That admissiuu wa« Iree,
but visitors were expected to contributu towards tho
expenses—and posted in various parts of the house, and
a plate was helu at the door, and the services were con-
tinued, a permit having been obtained stating that this
might be done under the conditions that no money was
taken for tickets, and no seats sold by tickets or Bther
wise ; but this restriction did uot forbid the letting of
“'pews” for a term, which was al-u done. The Associa-
tion continued this for rornu months, and were not
interfered with, but left in the belief that they were
acting in accordance with the terms of the [>erinit,
and the lectures came to a close in #qne ice of Mr.
Walker's departure for England.  The nevi Opera
House iiccuse contained the clause in question  The
services had been recommenced on precisely the sime
I as when they were left ofT, the identical notices
again put up, and ns before, people hail not been com-
polled to pay. But it was now said that this was charg-
ing. The Government said they did not wish to stop
freedom of s|teech, but the taking of muuey on Bundays
for a performance. They went a long way from home,
however, to do this, for it had been advertised that at
St. Patrick's and 81 Paul and Peter’s churches speci-
fied chargee for admission would be made, and that
there would bo fivo hundred five-shilling reserved scats
in St. Patrick's on a special occasion. But nothing had
been done lo stop that kind of Sunday trading , they
might conscientiously believe it good for the morals of
the people, and yet in their own advertisements they
bad applied tho " performance” to throe occasions. From
this Mr. Walker coucluded that the statement male by
the Government was only a pretext, the real object being
the stopping of the lectures. (Applause) It they had
advocated the popular faiths, and upheld them to appro-
bation, they would not have been stopped. He charac-
terised the method which had b«-cu adopted as lacking
in straightforwardness and moral courage. The ouly
question was, what was to be done to prevent a repeti-
tion of a similar policy, aud to secure freedom for the
future? They bad much against them: the Govern-
ment, a powerful church, extensive vested interests,
popular prejudice, and in a great measure even the
press; but in spite of all these they knew that truth
was on their side, and were determined to stand by it.
(Applause) They (the Freethinkers) would not bo
silenced. The Government, Le thought, must be afraid
that they were growing too fast, sod, unable to meet
them by fair means—by those who were paid to do it—
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thought to crush them by the pressure of the law. But
it could not bo done. The right of private judgment
had been won in tlio ages gono by, and if tjiat had boon
done when the battle was more difficult to fight—the
powers stronger, the agencies more tyrannical and cruel
—could not they, armed with the science of the nine-
teenth century, the wisdom of this age, the moral courage
of our times, do their little all, and win a victory now?
Mr. Walker could not conclude without a few prac-
tical suggestions, lie thought tho Free Thinkers, of
various classes, had been too much scattered, and their
energies conscquoutly dissipated, but their common
interests were now at stake, and they should unite.
They had not yet a Halt in Melbourne. They could
accomplish their desire if they would only put their
shoulders to the wheel, and work in harmony on the
common platform of liberty to all. Let them giro |heir
free thoughts expression, and they would make their
influence felt in every part of the land. (Applause )
But in the meantime they had, if possible to carry this
resolution, and ho lioj>od this would be unanimously.

Mr. White, who seconded tho resolution, said he
thought every rational man must feel tho necessity now
of standing up for the right of freothought principles.
Although there had been among tho different classes of
forethought j»conic a little coldness, he thought they
ought to shake hands and work shoulder lo shoulder
for the grand causo of freo discussion He did not know
how men could bo refused admittance to any placoto ex-
press their thoughts without feeling indignation, lie
thought the freethinkers might drop any littlo feeling
they might have to one another, and unite in gettiug
some place of their own where no Government and no
clergy could interfere with them (applause). Ho heartily
seconded the resolution, bccauso he felt indignant, and
hnd a right to say so.

No amendment being made, tho Chairman put tlio re-
solution to the meeting, which was carried.

Mr. James Donovan rose to move the second resolu-
tion—
*'That every effort be made to secure henceforth freedom of

thought and speech to all citizens of Victoria upon all mntters
whatsoever.™

The reason of his appearance on the platform was that
ho sympathised with what all fr clLinkers were attempt-
ing to gain,—the liberty of thinking, and nut only tho
liberty of thinking, because that would be useless unless
they also had liberty of expression. Ho disagreed with
tho Chnirmnn, and thought thu word indignation was
quite in its proper placo. llo rehearsed the facta of the
case as stated by the Chairman and Mr. Walker, and con-
sidered that the method adopted by the Association of
taking voluntary contributions at the door did &' differ
one iota from the manner in which contributions were
taken nt tho Catholic Cathedral. Tlio motive put for-
ward by tho Government was that they wished to pre-
vent theatrical performances being held on a Sunday,
but was there not enough of ingenuity in our Houses of
Parliament to frame a law sufficiently explicit to do away
with that possibility, and yet admitting of people going
thoro to hear philosophical dissertations? ~Why should
not freethinkers bo allowed to chargo for admission ?
No man was coerced. If he thought the arguments put
forward wero worth listening to, why should bo not be
permitted to pay for them? The fact was governments
generally were very unteachable. Liberty was not
properly understood. Herbert Spencer had said that
the duty of tho State should be confined soleiv t seeing
that justice was secured to evory citizen, by justice
moaning that overy citizen should bo guaranteed any
benefits that accrued to him from the exercise of all bis
faculties, and be Mr. (Donovan.) thought that if the
State did make that its sole business it would have quite
enough to do. Tho question was, bow wero they to
secure freedom of thought, nut only on religious, but on
all matters, because the mind that was free in religious
matters was led to think more freely on social matters,
which were of as great if not more importance. He re-
commended keeping within the law, but by peaceful
agitation to alter tho law. But there were otbor means
by which they might try to gain freedom of speech. Let
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tho freethinkers obtain a sub-lense for a Sunday night,
or lol them secure tho leasehold. Previous speaker« had
advised tho building of a hall by tho united efforts of
tho freethinkers. Reference had been made to the
Lyceum at Dunedin. In that Freethought Association
they had men of every cast of opinion, united by the
common bond of liberty of speech. No matter what
belief a man might proiosH, tho ranks of that Associa-
tion were open to him.  Why not the same hero ? They
had the Spiritualists in one body, tho Freethinkers in
another. 'Why not unite, and build this hall, where they
might have thiso freethought services held? lie
behoved the timo was ri|»e, and hoped ere lung to find
somo practical action result from tlio suggestion« thrown
out. By passing the resolution that had been
read, they (tlio mooting) would couibino together in
supporting the leaders of the freethought movem-nt in
whateror action they might take.

Mr 1l. Watts had much pleasure in seconding the
resolution.

Mr. W. II. Terry said ho did not wish to detain tlio
mooting by onlarging upon what had been said, but
merely to state the position at tho present time with
regard to tho Association, the Government, and the
Ol»era House. The document that had come to Land,
tho permit upon which thoy were supposed to act. was
not considered sufficient by the directors of tlio OH«ra
House Company to permit of their letting to the Asso-
ciation tho Opera House on Sunday next or at any tune
until they had got something more explicit. They wero
perfectly willing to let it, but could not afford tn ruk
tho suspension of their license even for a few days,
having entered into engagement« with persons to let tho
Opera llouso to them, for any brencli of which they
would bo held responsible, and mulcted in a very largo
sum of money. Under thoso circumstances they did not
feel justified in letting tho House until they got some
definite statement Irum the Government that they would
not bo interfered with. They had beeu told that the
Association would depart from their practice of taking
money at tho doors, relying on tho luttiug of scat« for a
term, and on voluntary collections inside the Homo
after thu audience wore seated, or at tho conclusion of
the services, but that was not adequato for them. The
Government, they said, could construe that anv way
they liked, and they looked upon tho letter which they
had received from the Government—which he bad not
seen—as a threat ol suspension of tlioir license, and did
not fuel justified in letting it. Ho hnd written to ask
for a moro explicit communication from the Govern-
mont, and submitted to them an interpretation of tho
clause, and asked if that was the correct one, Hnd ifnot
if they would furnish their own interpretation, so that
there might be no further misunderstanding. That Idler
had been sent in two days siuco, and an early reply
requested, but nono had yot reached thorn, and hone«- tho
Association were uncortain what to do. Unless they
could obtain the Opera House they must obtain sunt«
unlicensed house, if it wero only tho Horticultural Hall.
Mr. Walker was prepared to lecture wherever ho could
in the Opera Houso if it could bo got, if not, io the licit
best place to be obtainod.

Tho Chairman considered Mr. Terry's explanation a
very important one, a« showing tho willingness of tho
Committeo to agree with the Government's own terms,
if tboir intention was merely what thoy expressed iu
general terms, and thoy would mako it more clear in
their statoment to the proprietors of the Opera House,
and end tho disputation.

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously.

The third and last resolution : “ That copies of the resolation«
already earned be sent to Sir Bryan O'Logblon, and to Mr. Great,
and to be published in tbe daily papers of Melbourne," was moved
by Mr. Walker, seconded by Mr. Pedley, and duly carried.

The usual vote of thanks to the Chairman, having
been passed, tbe proceedings came to a conclusion, the
Chairman stating that he hoped in due course they
would be again called together to discuss the question
of the building of a Hall for their own services.
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IDENTITY AS DEMONSTRATED IN

THE SEANCES OF MR. BROWN.

SPIRIT

Bt A. Mvelleb, m.d.

The fascinating seances held at Yackandandah undor the
mediumship of Mr. Robort Brown, during the Christmas
holidays, deserve far more than a passing notice. Nothing
in the whole range of spiritual phenomena which it has
been my good fortune to witness has over so thoroughly
convinced me that the communicating intelligences arc
neither demons, as ignorant bigotry still maintains, nor
those miserable simulacra of deceasod persons, bereft of
their higher or spiritual consciousness, and doomed to
final disintegration, which the great Bombay oracle and
prophetess of the Theosopbists, in the October number
of her journal pronounces them to be. but that they
are still genuine human beings who, freed from the
coarse earthly body with all its wants and passions, ton
tinuc, on a higher moral and intellectual piano, and with
faculties heightened instead of impaired, the life com-
menced on earth.

Mr. Brown's seances hare improred greatly during
his 'residence at Malmsbury, to which place, after his
late short visit hero, lie has now returned. The spirits
that manifested through him originally, namely, his
brothor George, his brother-in-law, Mortisson, and last,
but not least, their leader Barlow, appear to hare been
the nucleus around which a numerous band, all more or
less thoroughly identified, have gradually formed.
Among these the spirit of Mr. John Brown, the
father ol tho medium, is the most conspicuous, and has
given most undoubted proofs of identity. His doop,
sonorous voice is recognised at once by those who knew
him in the body, and though he has left the latter more
than fifteen years ago, he often speaks to them of past
events with a freshness of memory exceeding their own.
On taking leave of the circle this spirit invariably pro-
nounces a short, but impressive, benediction.

But the most interesting features oftheso seances aro
Barlow's addresses to the circle. They express the
deepest, most heartfelt religiosity, and scorning dogma
and creed, advocato “ The free style of the True, tho
Beautiful, and the Good." * Bo truthful above all
things; let your bust prayers bo loving doads of kind-
ness towards each other; try to do your best in all
your relations of life—and rest assured that death will
be a glorious change to you." Such and similar aro the
utterances of this noble spirit—a peculiar thrilling
Eathoe, an earnestness no human voice can express, mark

is ovory word. A young friend, after lioaring him for
the first time, most not(mently remarked to mo: **If
spirits have thus spoken to men in olden times, as no
doubt they did, 1 can well understand the frequent—
““Thus saith the Lord" of the Old Testament, for if |
could think of God as speaking, | could imagine Him
to speak as Barlow did."

Barlow's addresses aro gcncrnlly/very short. He
appears to watch most carefully ovor tho welfare of his
medium, and never draws more from him than is com-
patible with his perfect health, closing seances abruptly
when ho finds the power waning in the least, and meet-
ing expressions of regrot on the part of tho ciicle with
tho invariable reply, " Wo must study his health." Thus
ho informed me of his intention of giving a lecture
shortly at Malmsbury, " On thoir life aud occupations
in the spirit-world,” but when | asked him to fix a date,
in order that 1 might be present, he regretted being un-
able to do so, as he could not tell beforehand when tho
conditions would be such as to enablo him to com entrato
all available power in this one effort without injury to
his medium.

Though short, his discourses, however, are always to
the point. He seems to read the minds of the sitters,
for his utterances are always adapted to the circle he
addresses. Thus in one, composed principally of
Hpirilualists, he expressed regret at Spiritualism ap-
parently making but alow progress at Yackandandah
(alitu Sleepy Hollow), but assured the circle that,
though slow, its progress here, as everywhere, was sure,
whilst at another, held at my house on the 5th of

January, be explained the aims and objecta of Spiritualism
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to a company of educated sceptics, and declared what
they saw of it that evening to be merely its A. B C.,
predicting a time when spirits would speak to large
assemblies from public platforms, as he spoke to them
then.

Frequently, also, he addresses himself to the scruples
of individual sitters, who have heard Spiritualism de-
nounced from the pulpit (a favourite pastime, by-the-
way, with one reverend (?) here of late.) ““They call
us bad spirits,” he said, at the last stance “ How
strange then that we are not kept roasting in that
alleged hell of theirs, instead of being at large, as wo
are, and enjoying this glorious existence. The devil,
they say, is at the bottom of itall. Well, friends, might
we return the compliment, for the worst of all devils is
that of bigotry and intolerance,” to which another spirit.
George Brown added, *and that of bad tempet and
passions uncontrolled; every one is his own devil who
does not master them ; within you is tho only devil there
is room for in the world” Evidently our modom
Pharisees, the Sacerdotaliste, who would fain chain
humanity down to their old, worn out creeds, are no
great favourites with our spirit friends. It must be
conceded that Barlow's utterances, if they do not prove
the identity of the spirit with the man Barlow, whose
mundane life, history, and mannor of death tho former
has faithfully given, prove at all events that the intel-
ligence from which they proceed is both morally and
intellectually unclouded, and of a superior though
evidently human type. The spirit Barlow acts with a
set purpose, a mission in view. Though his communi-
cations do not give us anything now, they are invaluable
as coming from a being in a higher sphere of existence,
and as confirming as such the conclusions with regard
to man’'s nature and destiny, which human reason, when
freed from the trammels of dogma and creed. has
already arrived at  But the best proof of spirit identity
ever vouchsafed to me, camo quite unexpectedly at a
seanco hold in my houso on tho 5th of January. It is
so interesting that no excuso is required for giving it
in detail. After having been told repeatedly by the
medium on this and previous occasions that a female
spirit, apparently anxious to communicate, was standing
behind me, and having received intimations of its pre-
sence by gentle touches of a small, soft hand, | was at
last addressed by a feeble, scarcely audible, female voice,
and on inquiry received tho name “ Mary Blewett" as
that of mv visitor. Al this I felt somewhat disap-
pointed, for tho thought uppermost in my mind when |
heard the voice, was that at last | would get now, what
| had long and ardently wished for, namely, a communi-
cation from a beloved sister, passed away many years
ago. Moreover, who was Mary Blewett? The namo
was not quite unfamiliar to me, but 1 could not recol-
lect when and where | had heard it. After some in-
effectual attempts on tho part of the spirit to enlighton
me, tho voice dying away into tho faintest whisper
Barlow now spoke as follows" Mary Blesett was
accidentally burned many years ago at Hillsborough.
She is here this evening to thank you for your decision
given to Mrs. Takle.  The girl was foully slandered
after her death ; you defended her and saved her name
from disgrace.”” Now, at last, | recollected that, as
coroner of the district, | once hold an inquest on tho body
of a girl of that name, and on looking through my
records, aftor tho séaneo, | found tho following verdict
opposito the name Mary Blewett —" Died at Hills-
borough on the 22od of May, 1872, from asphyxia,
through falling into a fire whilst in a fainting fit.”"  Still
unable, however, to call to mind by what service or action
I had earned a gratitude sufficiently doop to bo tendered
from beyond tho grave after so many yoars, | wont to
Mrs. Takle next moruing, and from her received the
following uarrative:— Mary Blewett, not long out from
Cornwall, had lived at Hillsborough, in the house of a
cousin. The wife of the latter died, and the girl, though
only 17 years old, then took charge of the household
and some five or six small children. A few months
after this she was found dead, with hor face lying in a
fire, over which she had been co'kiug.”" Mrs T., a
friend of deceased, was present at tho luauest, and, after
the close of the proceedings, had solicited a few minute«
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privato interview with me, at which sho informed me
that the girl was aaid to have died enerinte, and requested
me to state, confidentially, whether such had been the
caso or not, since | had been present at the post-mortem
examination made by Dr. Fox. My reply had been a
moat indignant denial of this most rascally slander, to
the effect that, so far from boing pregnant, tho girl had
most undoubtedly died a puro virgin. Tlichu aro the
facts of a case the bare outlines of which only wero re-
called to my memory after hearing it again related to
me. Scarcely a passing thought had ever been bestowed
by mo on it since its occurrence, and only one person
in tho circle had ever heard of it. Some mischievous
el< mentary, however, according to tho oxplanation the
editress of the Thectophiit gives of such phenomena in
the article referred to, some soulless spoon, perceiving
tho picture in the astral light, which our miods were at
the time evolving of Mary Blewett and her sad doath,
or, in plain English, reading our thoughts, appeared as
tho spirit of the girl, pretending to lie actuated by one
of tho noblest impulses of our nature, but in reality only
bout on foolish mischief, trickery mid deceit. ““8i
tacuisses, philosophus inansissev'* was tho final conclu-
sion forced upon me aftor reading” Fragments of occult
truth.” In her desire to “'play first flddlo™ in tho great
spiritual oratorio now being enacted, the accomplished
writer has started a theory of her own, presented to us
on the authority of the hypothetical Himalayan brothers,
and, with an ingenuity worthy ofa bottor cause, she now
tries to force the facts of Spiritualism into her theory,
instead ofaccommodating her theory to these facts. The
somewhat riotous manifestations at the Eddy brothers
seances may fit into this theory, but it is totally in-
adequate to explain the phenomona in lol), more
especially such as those narrated above, occurring in
harmonious private circles. Ere long Madame will
have tho very great satisfaction of being cited as an
authority against Spiritualism by those whom she most
professes to despise, the devilmongors ami devilworship-
pors of the churches, ever ready to clutch nny llonting
spar that might koep their sinking craft afioat.

BUDDHISTIC ADEPTS.

Tnx Spiritualist of July 29th , contains an article on the
above subject by A. J. C-, embodyiug a translation from
the “ Samanna Phala Suita,” fantn which we take the
following

" Here below, O great King, the religious person
having renounced taking the life of anything that lives,
has aversion to any idea of murder. Ho lays down the
stick, tho sword, Is full of modesty and pity, is com-
passionate and good for all life, and for every creature.
This oven is counted to him for virtue.

“ Having renounced taking what is not given him, he
has an avorsion for every idea of robbery ; receiving as
a gift all that isgiven to him, desiring only what is given,
ho lives with a heart thus purified ~ When tho religious
person has this merit, it is counted as virtue.

““Having renounced incontinence, he is chaste ; bo has
an aversion to the gross law of the union of the sexes ;
that is counted as virtue.

“ Haring renounced lying, ho has aversion for every
false word ; he speaks the truth, he is tho whole truth,
ho is sure, worthy of confidence, etemy of all falseness
in his relations with men.

“This is counted to him for virtue.

“ Having renounced all slandering, he has an aversion
for scandal and evil speaking. Ho does not go about
repeating what he has heard in order to cause anger;
he reconciles those who havo boon divided ; ho does not
soparnto those who are one; ho rejoices in conciliation,
loves it, is impassioned for it, his language is such as to
produce it; this is counted as virtue.

“Having renounced all gross language, he has an
aversion to such language. All soft speech, agreeable
to the ears, affectionate, going to the heart, polished,
beloved by many people, gracious tomany, is the language
he employs; this is counted as virtue.

“ Having renounced frivolous discourses, he has an
aversion for all language of that kind.
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“ He has an aversion to destroy any collection of grain
or of creatures; he only takes one repavt ;a ho abatami
from eating in the night j be does not eat at fmproj
hours ; he does uot like dauces, songs, concerts or drama-
tic representations.

“ He has an aversion for dress, or to adorn hiuisolf
with garlands, perfumes or oils. Ho has an aversion to
receivo gold or money, or unripe grain, raw fiosli, a
woman, or a young girl, a slave of either sex, a goat, a
ram, a cock, a pig. an elephant, an ox, a horse, or a mare.
Hu has an aversion to receivo a cultivated field, or a
property. He has au aversion to trade. Ho hasan
arersion to fraudulent weights and measures ; he hat an
aversion to walking in tortuous ways, tn fraud, trickery
and blamcable actions. He does not like any act of
violence***

Then followsa long list in great detail, of forbidden
means of gaining a livelihood, and among them is “ com-
municating with spirits,” (Bhutas) which, although very
curious, is too long for this paper.

“ And how, O great King, does the religious person
shut to tho gates ofthe souses? If the organ ofsight be
not restrained, if it bo dispersed on every sido, then
violont desires, despair, sin and culpable conditions will
follow. Thon ho succeeds in restraining it; ho guards
it, putting a bridlo on tho organ of eight.

“In the taino manner, having perceived sounds by the
sense of hearing, odours by the sense of smell, tastes by
the nalate, and tangible attributes by the souse of touch,
these are the subjoclaof his reflections : if the organ of
tho mind be not restrained, if it be allowed to wander,
then violent desires, despair, sin and guilty conditions
will follow. Then ho succeeds in restraining it, ho
watches over it, and succeeds in placing a bridlo upon
the organ oftho spirit lie who is endowed with thia
sublimo empire over his senses, enjoys an internal
pleasure which nothing can take away. It is thus that
the religious person shuts tho gate of his rouses.

“ Having abandoned all cupidity for this world, having
renounced tho vice of wickedness, full of pity and of
goodness for all creatures, ho purities his mind from tho
vice ofevil.

“ Having renounced idleness and indolence, be re-
mains exempt from thoso defects. Having renounced
Eride and evil actions, be feels a calm sou) within himself,

laving renounced doubt, ho remains free from all doubt

“When the religious person having become detached
from the objects of desire and from culpable conditions,
has arrived at the degree of thofirst contemplation,which
is tho happiest of that satisfaction born of analysis, and
accompanied by reasoning and judgment, let him bithe
his body in the ploasure of the satisfaction born of dis-
tinguishing (what really is from what is pot), that there
be counted to him as meditation.

““Yet another thing, O great King. Tho religious
person after having attainod by tho annihilation of feason
ing and of judgmont, to tho second degree of contem-
plation which is tho pleasure of the satisfaction born of
meditation, affranchised from reasoning and from judging
and where rules the unity of the spirit, which is internal
peace and calm; the religious person remains in this
contemplation.**

This would appear to point to the attainment of the
state of intuition, instead of understanding and reason.

The enumeration of the different stages of advance-
ment, like almost all the Buddhistic sacred books, is so
unreadably long winded, and contains such wearisome
repetitions, that | find 1 must give the substance or
resume of each subsequent degree, without following the
exact words.

" The third stago or degree of contemplation is at-
tained by detachment, a state of indifference to outward
things, but preserving memory and knowledge.

Thefourth stage is obtaiued when by the abandonment
of pleasure and pain, the anterior impressions ofjoy and
sorrow have disappeared, and the perfection of memory
remains. In thia state “ having touched his body with
perfected spirit, purified in a perfect manner, he remains
seated, and there is no part of the body which is not in
contact with this perfected $pirit."

+Buddha was stricter than Socrates, who declared that every
one who took more than two repasts was a barbarfan."—AJ.C.
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“ The religious person perceiving his mind thus con-
centrated, perfected, purified, exempt from every staiD,
and free from every vice, and arrived at impassibility,
directs his mind towards knowledge and ¥cience."

"*Seeing his mind thus concentrated, he turns his
mind towards the act of creating, under his eyes, the
“manas,’ (the organ o! intelligence). He represents to
himself by thought, another body or form created out of
his material body having all its members and organs fit
for action.”

This evidently describes the power which the Adept
has now reached, to project and make use of his spiritual
body, or double.

*He attempts the practice of supernatural powers,
the effects of which are various; although one, he mul-
tiplies himself in many forms ; although being multiplied
he remains a unity ; ho aﬁpears, ho disappears, he passes
without difficulty through a wall, a rampart,a mountain ;
ho plunges and replunges into tho earth, as ifit was
water; he walkson tho water without sinking, as if he
was upon the earth; bo passes through the air; ho
reaches to and touches with his hand the Sun aud the
Moon; he attains with bis body even to tho world of
Brahma.”

Hethen directs his mind towards tho element of divine
bearing (clairaudience) ; “with this element perfectly
pure, which surpasses human hearing, he hears two
kinds ofsounds, sounds divine and human, those which
arc distant as well as those that arc near.”

He then directs his mind towards the knowledge of
the minds of others (thought reading.) “ Penetrating;
with his mind, the minds of other beings, ho knows
them.”

He then “ directs his mind to the distinct knowledge
and remembrance of his ancient nbodes ; bo recollects
his previous abodes or existences, which have been nu-
merous,” and then follows a minute description of the
details of this knowledge.

This exactly agrees with tho views of tho Reincar-
nationists, and with the statements made by the Spirits
or Mediums (as it may be) ofthe Latin races.

He then directs his mind “ towards the knowledge of
tho death and birth of creatures. With bis sight divine,
pure, surpassing human sight, ho seds creatures dying
and being born, miserable or eminent, Ac, following
the destiny of their works. Those beings («ays he) full
of faults, which have resulted inactions, in words, or in
thought, who injnre the Aryas, who follow tho doctrines
of lies, who act conformably to false doctrines, these
beings after the dissolution of the body after death, are
born into miserable existences, into the bad way, into a
state of decline, into hell. Thoso beings, on the other
hand, endowed with good works, and wordsand thoughts,
who follow the good doctrine, theso beings after death
are born in the good way, into tho world of heaven.”

“The religious person perceiving his mind thus con-
centrated, turns his mind towards the knowledge of the
destruction of the stains ofvice ; bo knows what grief
is, and says, behold this is griefa this is the production
of grief; thisis the cessation orgriof; this is the degree
or stage which leads to the destruction of grief, be
knows the stains of vice, and says, behold the stains of
vico, this is the production of the stains of vice; this is
the path which conducts to the cessation of the stains of
vice. When he thus sees, when ho thus knows, his mind
is delivered from the stains of desire, from those of ex-
istence, from those of ignorance. His mind being de-
livered, his knowledge is thus: existence is exhausted,;
(for me) the duties of religious lifo are accomplished ;
what is to be done has been done; there is no place to
return here below. This is the general and foreseen
result; the most eminent and the most precious."

This is a short summary of this remarable Sutta—A
more detailed account and learned critique on these
different stages is given in appendix No AHI. It is
evident from it that the great aim and object of the Bud-
dbistic religion was to relieve every one who chose to
take the proper means, that is the religious life, or the
liftr of an Adept, from a return to a new life on this
-earth. Many scholars suppose that this is to be affected
by means ofannihilation. Butitis, to the writer, incc n-
livable how anyone who at all studies the Buddhistic
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writings, can arrive at this conclusion; for the ex-
pressions used, describing the final state of the blessed
Nirvana, all imply continued consciousness and perfect
happiness. No doubt thia view as to anhihilation has
been arrived at by merely looking at the etymology of
the word “ Nirvana™ an insecure foundation to build
such an extraordinary edifice on. The punishment of
sin wasa return toearth life; the escape was by moans
of the before mentioned stages of Adeptship, by which
Nirvana, or the annihilation of earth life for the individ-
ual, was attained, and his continued cxisteuce in tho
Heaven of Brahma secured.

MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.
Thk following MessAgcs are given through the organisation of
Mr. George Spriggs, by invisible intelligence« protesting to
be the Spirits of human beings who formerly inhabited a
physical body in this world. They come s|>ouuncoa»ly, while
the Medium is in an abnormal »ta'e called a ‘ Trance,” and
are taken down as spoken by an amanuensis. They are pub-
lished, not alono for their intrinsic interest, but in the hope
that some of them will attract the attention ot those to whom
they arc addressed J a
Good Morntno, Sir,—So far successful last time, | take
this opportunity of speaking to you further. When 1
attend circles for experimental purposes, and to further
my knowledge of the power of the mind of both spirits
and mortals, I seo more and more the necessity ofguard-
ing circles, both in the spiritual and tho physical; for
as to minds that are inharmonious to the furthcrauce of
your investigations from the spiritual world, they have
a detrimental efftet upon the production of any
phenomena. I can seo now that the things which at
one time were called miracles were only the bringing
into operation of laws which may have been unknown
in those days. The demonstration of immortality is a
science just as much as chemistry or any other branch
of the sciences is.  All sciences ought to illuminato tho
mind, and give an impulse to your better natures. In
the same manner ought the science of tho spiritual
world. The man of low and intemperate habits, who
wishes to use it for immoral purposes, is not worthy to
be admitted within the radius of the circle, whether it
bo a physical or a spiritual circle. Again ! wish to show
you that minds in the circle, both in tho spiritual and
tho physical form, must have a tendency either to
illuminate or darken the minds of others, as the caso may
be,and therefore it is quite nocessary toobserve conditions
of harmony aud aspirations for good, so that Science and
Religion may be as twin sisters, working in harmony
together for tho geueral welfare of all mankind. Religion
without science becomes dogmatic, bigoted, and illogical,
without foundation, and fit ouly for the ignorant and
unthinking ; but with Science aud Religion combined
we have a grand structure, fit for the highest intellect«
of the day, with a true and firm grouudwork for tho
belief in the future, ready to accept all facts in nature,
whether they come from Heathens or Christians, and
so search into the hidden laws of nature and their effects.
Farewell. ROBERT WILSON.

Good Morning, Sir.—I bo|>e I do not intrude, but |
feel deeply interested in giving my views to you this
morniug. | was an old citizen of Ballarat, aud lived
there for some years, until 1 received the call to go to
the spirit-life. Strictly speaking, 1 believed in tho
Christian religion, aud no doubt your experience has
taught you how mauy are disappointed in their hopes
and anticipations of the future life. 1 can see plainly
now that if these hopes were only realised it would make
the spirit-world a world of monotony und idleness io the
extreme. 1 was perfectly astonuhed to find tilings so
different to wbat 1 bad expected. My poor old mother
and father were there waiting to receive me with open
arms, aud they seemed much more youthiul iu appear-
ance than 1 did. They took me to a little home situated
pn the hillside. Below was a running stream emptying
jtself into a largo river; along this river was indeed a
graud sight; trees with all their brilliant tiats, flowers
gressed iu all their gorgeous colors, siugiug birds, and
the scenery around truly magnificent.  Whilst staying
in this spot | thought of Jesus aud tho Golden City,
and 1 became very much distressed, uutil my mother
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spoke to mo, asking what more 1 required to completo |
my happiness? | gazed around ; | could see nothing
that 1 required at the time. | soon questioned my friends

as to the ideas I had received on earth. It was not easy
for me to give them up, although 1 had perfect confi-

dence in my relatives and friends, so | thought if ouly

1 could get back to earth, and just tell them tho state

of things in spirit-life, they would then be able to regu-

late their minds accordingly. I fouud it was notso easy

to 8>eak to them, and to express the moaning 1 wished

to convey, and the views and ideas were difficult to

friends on earth. | seemed to feel more of the influence

of God in spirit life than on earth. The fhhabitant !

appeared to understand the laws that govern things in

spirit-life; still tho laws appeared much finer and
subtler than in earth-life. There is a great Geld for work

hero, very different to what many people think. | can
seo that the teachings of earth-life are a mixture of
various systems together, consequently that many of
them have faint glimmerings of truth. In my earth-life
I had to pass through a great deal of trouble and hard-
ship, but | can safely say it has only fitted me for the
work here. 1 know my old friends in and around Ballarat
will not understand how it is possible for me to attend
this circle, but | wish to Btato that this is not tho first
1 have attended. | was connected with a mine,”" Lauder-
dale,” and no doubt Wiutnr’s Freehold will be recognised

by many. | lived to a good old age, past seventy, before
I entered this Btate, and you can judge of my astonish-
ment at all tho wonderful things 1 have heard and scon.

I will not natno any of my old friends specially, but to
all I would say—I, John Winter, am still alive, a natural
being in spirit-life. | fear | trespass too long on your
time. 1 thank you for this opportunity, and hope to be
allowed to come again.

JOHN WINTER.

THE LATE WASHINGTON A. DANSKIN.

Mr. Washington A. Danskin, long and favourably
known in America as an earnest worker in the cause
of spiritual progress, and author of “ How and Why |
became a Spiritualist,” passed to the higher life, at Bal-
timore, in December last. Mr. Danskin was much
respeoted, not only by his co-religionists, but by all who
knew him, and the local secular paper pays tribute to
his many estimable qualities in an obituary notice.

For thoeo who are always asking the cui bono of
Spiritualism, tho following extract from tho Baltimore
Morning Herald, which appears in the Banner of Light,
will be some reply:—

" A most remarkable case of premonitory warning of death is
involved in Mr. Danskin's illness. As is well known, he has for
many years been closely connected with the spiritualistic cause
in this city as President of the First Spiritualistic Congregation.
His wife, Mrs. Sarah A. Danskin, is the well-known physiciau of
the new school, and medium. A few days prior to this attack,
Mr. Danskin received through bis wife a communication purport-
ing to come from bis father in the spirit-world, warning him of
approaching dissolution, and advising that he had best prepare
for the same. Mr. Danskin at once look the advice, made his
will, and settled bis affairs. The night before he was taken ill,
he again received through his wife another communication from
his father, informing him that if he had left unfinished any of
his affairs, to complete them before morning, which was accord-
ingly done, Mr. Danskin working far into the night; and,tingular
to relate, it teat at term o'clock on the following morning, that,
without a moment't warning, he received the ttroke that (erentn-
ally) deprived him of hie Ife."

The Bonner of Light of December 24th, 1881, gives
an interesting account of the marriage of Professor
J. R. Buchanan to Mrs. Cornelia H. Decker, the cele-
brated Psychometrist. The marriage ceremony was
performed by Dr. S. B. Brittan, and as it embodies the
mviews of the marriage relation held by the great body
of Spiritualists, we shall reprint it in our next.
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THE POSTAGE STAMP EPISODE.

In the Record (Emerald Hill and Sandridge paper) of
Feb. 17th, appears a letter from Mr. Robt. Caldecott,
on the Materialisation Séances at 81 Russell Street,
which we were unable to find sufficient space for in thia
paper. It has special reference to the “ Postage Stamp”
episode, which has been ridiculed by some wiseacres who
know nothing about tho phenomena. As Mr. Caldecott
argues, the value of the manifestation lies in the fact.
Ifitis a fact, it is a most significant one, and it would be
more philosophical for those who arc disposed to ridicule,
to suppress that inclination until they havo ascertained
the fact or falsity of the report. Tho bald fact pre-
sented to an unprepared mind, may appoar ridiculous,
and so would many statements inado in the Bible and
other books without the context, the addition of which
would make them rational and credible.

It will be seen by reference to another part of this
paper, that tho ladies and gentlemen engaged in con-
ducting the investigation of tho phenomena referred to,
aro doing all they can to obtain and publish scientific
evidence of the fact of spirit-materialisation : and that
their object is unselfish, may be inferred from the fact
that no one connected with tho matter has auy pe-
cuniary or worldly intorest in tho results.

A RELIGIOUS CENSUS OF LIVERPOOL.

A home paper, the Enniecorthy Newt, publishes tho
following :—

“ A census of tho attendance nt all tho churches and
chapels in Liverpool on Sunday last was published in
the Liverpool Daily Pott of Monday, the enumerators
having been instructed and tho census organised by the
proprietors of that journal.

Tho result shows a very striking diminution in the
number of persons attending places of worship as com-
pared with a similar census taken in tho year 1853. At
tho latter date, although tho population was only
400,000, ns against 552,006 in tho present year, the
attendance at places of worship was not only propor-
tionately but numerically larger, tho totals being for
1853, 101,982, and on Sunday last 63,576.

It is to be observed also that in 1853 tho number of
churches was only 154, with a total sitting-room for
132,393 persons, whereas on tho present occasion tho
numbor of churches has increased to 218, with sitting-
room for 169,212 persons.

The details of tho enumeration on Sundny last aro of
interest. At the Protestant churches, which have a
total sitting-room for 72,033 persons, there wes an
attendance of 22,610.

At tho Roman Catholic chapels, with sitting-room for
22,945, the attendance was 14,418.

Tho other totals aro: Wesleyan Methodists, seat-
room 21,384, attendance 7,051 ; Presbyterians, seat-
room 13,190, attendance 6,075 ; Congregational, scat-
room 7,560, attendance 2,387 ; Baptists, seat-room
11.100, attendance 4,032 ; Unitarians, seat-room 2,400,
attendance 972 ; Calvanistic Methodists, seat-room
6.100, attendance 2,702 ; Welsh Independents, seat-
room 2,760, attendance 705 ; other denominations, seat
room 8,770, attendance 2,564

Tho census was takon at tho morning service, and
both adults and children were included.

Tho smallest attendance at any rogular place of
worship was at the Church of England Church of St.
Anne’s, where in a building capable of holding 860
people only fourteen were assembled. The largest
attendance was at tho Roman Catholic Church of St.
Francis Xavier, where 1,554 wero gathered, this being
in excess to the extent of ovor 100 of tho actual sitting
room, the aisle and other portions of the church being
occupied by persons standing.

The weather throughout tho day was that of g» niai
autumn, perfectly dry and sunny, and presenting an in-
viting contrast to the meteorological disturbances of
the preceding few days.

Tho census has been taken as the outcome of a good
deal of attention that has recently been devoted to the
paucity of attendance at places of worship in Liver-
pool, in which the Liverpool Daily Pott has taken a
considerable part.
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MH G. MILNEH STEPHEN'8 CURBS.

TO TIB BDtTOB OF TUB M HABBIBGEB OF LtOKT."
Diab Sib,—A» many hundred« of people have asked
me how, or by what means, | perform my cures, | took
advantage of an evening alone with my youngest son
(whose principal control is an intellectual spirit from
the " Benjamin Franklin Circle') to enquire from him
the modw gperawdi/ and 1 received through him the
enclosed written replies to my questions.

There are two or three other answers to questions,
which are instructive; and if you think the paper will
interest your readers, it is at your service.

Yours faithfully,
G. MILNER STEPHEN.

172 Collins-street East.

[Qvasnoa by O. M. 8.—How do | operate in Healing 7]

Ana—A curative magnetic current from a healing circle of
*pints of an advanced degree is joined to the aura and magnetic
force pervading and proceeding from your ,incarna(<d »pint, and
¥ thrown or propelled by Mwill" power into the physical frame
of the diseased patient. Thio renovates the subject, revitalises
bi system, which from pain is somewhat deadened, and gives a
harmonious tone to his magnetic * perispi * which is the inner
abode of the ethereal soul. Your‘cootrols determine what is best
to be done in each individual case, and give you instructions, by
means of impression, bow to act. Hence the different and diver-
geat modes you have of treating different patients

fQoe —A to 8. (the medium's) doubts and questionings as
to his control 7J

Ans.—It io part of hie nature to doubt and question the authen-
ticity of all things ; hence it would be absolutely absurd for me
to be annoyed at bio want of faith. Of course | wish him to be
of a little more recipient nature, since it would enable me to con-
trol with greater ease were be more passive; but | really think
bi doubts and fears will not harm him to any great extent, as be
usually has some one to impress him in the right direction.

[Qoes.—What was the meaning of spirits putting their hands
all over me when healing in public 1] «

It is simply the method need to connect their magnetic  aura*
with yours, and io quite a common one, since even in earth-life
the magnetic force io generally thrown out from the tips of the
fingers by mcsmerisera, magnetisers. Ice., who maintain-and to
my mind rightly—that there is something about the nerves and
membranes of the hand which facilitates the diffusion of*power
therefrom.

fQoe —How was | enabled to tell a woman that she bad a
sunstroke at a particular time and occasion 1]

Ana—1I ohould conclude that you were impressed by some one
of your spirit friends present, who probably was prompted by an
intimate knowledge of the woman in question. Tbio is somewhat
of a satisfactory toot of * spirit intuition,” as of coarse you of

yourself were not acquainted with the fact, and it could not have
been a case of * tfind-reading, ~since it wg/not retained in the

memory of the patient at the time.

fQue —Have I been impressed to send klsgnetised Water to
stay the Smallpox 1]

Ans—If you feel an irrctietiblr des<re to do so, you may regard
it in the light of an * impression,” and act accordingly. But I
should not care to advise you in the matter, as | am not one of
your healing and controlling circle, and consequently do not like
to interfere; and it is not oeccnaary for me to make enquiries as
to their wishes, since you will receive impressions —vivid and
irresistible—whenever there is occasion to act in such an impor-
tant matter.

Ques.—1 fear that it may be only a thought of mine |

Ana—Impressions are usually received by Sensitives in such a
manner that they cannot recognise their advent. This, no doubt,
isyour case, and henoe you are unconscious of being influenced
io any way.

= Thia fact was communicated to me in Sydney by an advanced
in circle, to whom it was given by a
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Bua —[Oso a Spirit judge of Oeology better than a scientific
human f]

Ana—Of or-uras, being in an advanced state | am neosssanly
more advantageously situated as regards <tU knowledge ; but | do
not wish to dilate upon scientific subjects until 1 have better
oontrol over the medium ; then, when 1| have perfect use of his
powers of speech, | shall be happy to lecture on any branch of
science with which I am sufficiently acquainted

Ques.—[Does Professor Denton know better than a spiritf].

Ana—Of course a scientist such as you mention would un-
doubtedly have more knowledge of geology, or aay other subject,
than the fieed spirit who has not exercised his reasoning and
intellectual faculties in that particular direction. Bat the very
fact that we have the power of passing matter through matter—
of which you are aware—is sufficient to satisfy you that we have
better advantages of obtaining geological information than are
open to your use.

Ques.—[What was the meaning of the Prophecy used to Joel
and Paull]

An —Prophecy is * very difficult thing to explain toyou. It
is the art poessssed by advanced spirits of deducing certain
effects and.concluaions from certain presenting causes and reasons.
It is a very dangerous power to exercise, and is not to be (to my
mind) implicitly relied on, because there are nearly always
exigencies and divergent influences arising which may alter the
course of events mapped out to the foreseeing eye. It is dangerous
for spirits who value the belief in thou veracity to predict with
any degree of certainty.

Almavilla, Aug »3rd, 1IM1.

SPIRIT COMMUNICATION.

Da. Babbitt's Cibclb.
(Continued from latl month.)

Mt deab Fbibwpb—We are moot anxious to give you
some further enlightenment upon that which you bare
desired, namely, the work which lies before us, and
which teems with undoubted ill-directed testimony
against a Divine and holy indication of the wondrous
love and Almighty power of a great Spirit, who is
above, around, and below us; the very essence of all
that is just and merciful, and the Instigator of all
that will advance His own great Glory and goodness.

This great Spiritual Being, whom we call God, is the
author and giver of all good things, and in this par-
ticular instance we find a strong manifestation of His
power. This means of communicating between earth
and heaven “ is no new thing," which is one of the ideas
inculcated within that work before us.

Therefore, if its origin is one of antiquity, the pro-
moters thoreof were undoubtedly some of those whose
agency enabled them to make known to their fellow-
creattiro some of the Divine will of God—a testimony
of angelic power. But, dear friends, the minds of those
who lived many periods of time back, were not $uf
ficiently intellectual, or sufficiently advanced, to receive
this, which is now being thrown within the reach of a1
who like to become acquaiuted with its truth. It was
not only regarded as a power of miraculous agency, but
was also condemned by many as one of witchcraft, or
some mysterious agency not to be permitted. It was
then cast aside, and until later timos has not been
enabled to become a thing permissible. The very idea
of antiquity is suggestive ; for do we not herein find
that if of perfectly ancient authority, it cannot be now
denied or cast off as devilish, that is, of an evil power.

My dear friends; to those whom we have been per-
mitted to enlighten as to the meaning, or, we should
say, the reason, that sin is a portion of our very nature,
we do not hesitate to say that it isa matter of surprise
to us that such persistent hold is still retained or the
old idea of Satanic power, which has the form of an
evil one, trying to draw God's children from Him to be
burned for everlasting in a Iske of fire. No! dear
friends! we wish you to realise and to believe that
there is no power but of God, and that, therefore, an
opposing spirit of greater force and ability caonot exist
to overthrow and destroy all his designs, corrupting and
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demoralising all thoso to whom he has givon the breath
of life. No! dear friends! tho evil ia within ua: the
natural consequence of our material form, and we have
to strive to feel that the Spirit oGGod has been im
planted within ue also, and that wo must ever strive to
glorify that Spirit, and nrovo ourselves worthy of tho
great and glorious gift ot an etornal inheritance. It is
not meet that any should perish, neither shall any who
strive to live according to the amiable and wise order-
ing of tho All-wise ; meaning, who regard the spirit
more than the body, and wisely follow its dictates ; in
so living that we may be prepared at any time to give
back the spirit which Goa baa given us glorified and
purified and enriched to Hie glory. Dear friends; if
once our minds becotno firmly convinced of all this, wo
shall moro readily understand tho way to reach that
frame of spiritual harmony which will enable us to raiso
our thoughts to meet those who come near unto us at
these times: the solving of many matters which have
hitherto appeared a mystery, inexplicable in the extreme.

Hero ia the rational idea of a sound, Christian re-
ligion verified. The soul that can grasp this io one that
is blessed with peace and happiness, for light has dawned
upon that one, shewing unto him the abundance of
the Graco of God, aud enabling him to view afar bff
a glimpse of the oternal home. To thoao who will not
unite in these blessed means of grace, all still remains
as heretofore, in a manner darkened and obscured.
Faith must necessarily be strong to make that soul feel
at ease about its future, which is only led by doctrinal
teaching without tho convincing and comforting effect
which this personal intercourse with the unseen world
must ever afford. Therefore wo must earnestly desire
that our aid may further this cause, which is rapidly
spreading throughout the world, giving unto all men
tliat pence which the world cannot give

We do not desire fora moment to say that the teach-
ing of those whose efforts are pure in their desire to do
good, is without any good effect: but we do say that if
weir ideas and views of the subject of the soul's re-
demption were less bigoted and more strongly endued
with a feeling of lovo and earnest desiro for truth, more
souls would be won from the depths of sin, and more
dearly would the true path be laid before those whom
they are so desirous to instruct. In all our efforts we
have but this one aim in view: Do all for tho glory of
God and for man's etornal salvation. Thio io our par-
ticular province as ministering guardian angels, and
without these means of communication, we should be
shut out from performing fully the task which is ours in
the spirit-life; ours to be tho messengers from God on
high to work his will throughout the earth sphere—to
bring all within the fold, that not ooe be lost. There-
fore, dear friends, wo are permitted to show unto you
that in the eternal home are wo hero to work, spiritu-
alised and gifted with that which wo had not in earth-
life. Wo arc in a position to throw light unto our dear
ones left behind, and to testify unto them of the graco
of God. Good night.

MINNIE.

RESUMPTION or tub OPERA HOUSE SERVICES.

Om Friday last a letter was received from the Govern-
ment, by the Executive of tho Victorian Association of
Spiritualists, intimating that tho former had no desire
to suppress the lectures, but endorsed tho permit of
May, 1879. The directors of tho Opera House Company
were interviewed, and on the understanding that no
money bo taken at tho doors, consented to tho opening
of the House. Tho fact being announced in Saturday's
papers drew a large audience to hear Mr. Walker's
lecture on Sunday, “ Lord Macaulay on Roman
Catholicism.”  The services will be continued as hereto-
fore. Soats in Drees Circle or Stalls may bo hired by
month or quarter, at W. H. Terry's, 84 Russoll Street.

Professor Denton io lecturing, both Sunday and week'

day, at Dunedin, and meeting with great success. There,
as in Sydney, a direct charge is made for admission to
the Sunday lectures without Government interference.
Our legislators are sadly behind the times.
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MATERIALISATION SEANCES.

Notick.

A 1abor number of applications for admission to the
above have been received, and will shortly be consiaored
by the “circle” committeo. If ono half tho number are
approved it will be sufficient to fill all vacancies for the
next three months. No tickets will be issued, but
written invitee sent to those whose application is ap-
proved in due course.

The committee of the Cape Town Free Dispensary
refused to receive the proceeds of one of Mr. Walker s
farewell lectures. The Cape Town Arant, in a forcible
written leading article, castigates the bigots who
pose tho committee, and their remarks are ondorsed by
a liberal local clergyman.

A-dvortlsemcnte

NOW READY.

8PIRITUALISM 8 ANEW BAS8I8 OF BELIEF;
BY JOHN 8. FABMEK.

First Australian edition; 189 largo 8vo prges, hand-
somely bound. 3/0. Postage (Victoria) 9d.

This is an excellent introductory book to the Phi-
losophy of Spiritualism.  Its arguments are cogent, and
its tone tomperato and attractive.

84 RUSSELL STREET

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEWS

A FIRST-CLASS MONTHLY MAGAZINE,
48 pages, Edited by John S. Farmer.

of

Subscription 8/ per Annum , single copits, 9d.
W SPECIMEN COPY SENT ON RECEIPT Or POSTAGE

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

NEW BOOKS AND NEW 8UPPLIE8 JUST
ARRIVED Ex "BLAIR DRUMMOND."

The Divino Law of Cure; by W. K Eran» 7/6

Religion of Spiritualism: its Phenomena and Phi-
losophy ; by Samuel Watson, 6/3

Views of our Heavenly Homo ; by A. J. Davis. 3/9

The Psycho-Pyschological Sciences and their Assailauts;
by Professors Wallace and Buchanan, Darius Lyman,
and Epos Sargent. 2/6

A Defence of Modem Spiritualism ; by Alfred R. Wal-
lace, F.R.S. 1/3

Achoa Sprague's Experiences in the First Ten Spheres
of Spirit Life. 1/

Experiences of Samuel Bowles in Spirit-Life; or Life
from a Spiritual Standpoint. 1/

A Voice from the Pews, or a Tabernaclo Supplement;
by A. Men Der. 1/

The Angel of Horeb: a Critical Review of Biblical
Inspiration and Divinity; by M. B. Craven. 6d.

Origin of Life: Where Man comes from—How tho

Spirit body grows; given by tho dictation of the lato
Prof. Faraday. 6d.

Relation of Spiritual to Material Universe;
same. 6d.

War of the Doctors on the Rights of the Poople.

by the
6d.

Plea for the Jews ; by Prof. Brittan, M.D. 6d.
Reason and Revelation ; by Henry Kiddle. 3d.
Day after Death ; by Spirit Epes Sargent. 3d.

The Infidel Pulpit: Lectures by George Cbainey. 5/

JUST OUT.

Harperi Cyclopaedia of British and American Poetry
Edited bt thkkminrmt Avtuob Epes 8aboext.

A Quarto Volume of 950 pps., handsomely bound in
cloth, gold lettering and illumination. Price 22/6
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Public Healing of the Sick and
Suffering,

MR. GEO. MILNER STEPHEN,

AT Tilt
1IORTICULTUBAL HALL, VICTORIA STREET,

THIS AFTERNOON.

Mr Stephen exercises the Oift of Healing at bis
Rooms, 1?2 Collins Street East, from 10 am. to 1 pm.,
and from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

JUST RECEIVED FROM CALCUTTA.

The Soul: its Nature and Development; by Peary

Chand Mittra, Fellow of tbo Calcutta University. 2/
Stray Thought on Spiritualism ; by the same. 1/-
Biographical Sketch of David Hare. 4/

W H TERRY, RUSSBLL STREET.
GRATIS?

An Open Letter to Sit Brtan O'Loghlen, by
Thomas Walker.
W. H. TERRY'S.

BACK NUMBERS or the followino SPIRITUAL-
ISTIC AND FREETHOUGHT PAPERS, AT
REDUCED PRICES:—

Psychological Review, Od. per copy
Banner of Light, 3d. &S for 1/
Religio Philosophical Journal, 3d., 6 for 17

Herald of Progress, 4 for Od.
Medium 4 ,, Od
Light 4 Od.
Spiritualist 4 ,, Od.
Spiritual Scientist 4 ,, 6d.
Shaker Manifesto 3d. per copy
Human Nature 8d.
Spiritual Offering 4d.

Herald of Health 3d.

American Spiritual Magazine, 3d.
Revue Spirits (French) Od.
An assortment equal to 25/ worth, at above prices,
sent for Ono Pound.
W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell st., Melbourne

W. H. TERRY.

Pharmaceutical and Eclectic Chemist;
IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND
INDIAN BOTANIC (EDICINBS.
Heibs, Boots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts,
Elixirs and Balsams.
Also, tho OBGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs
B. Keith A Co., of New York;
Agent for Messrs. Chenet A Mtrick of Bouton, US,
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd
Award at the Melb. International Exhibition.

T MEDICINES SENT BT POST TO ALL PARTS.
THOMAS WALKER’S WORKS.

The Roflector, 3d per copy, or 4 different numbers, by
ost. Is.

DepNature; a poem on the religion of nature, and the
nature of religion. Od.

The Thin edge of the Wedge; or the new Protestant
text book. 4d.

Ubristianity vernu Spiritualism ; debate between Thomae
Walker and M. W. Green, Christian minister. Cloth
i’e, p.p«r 1.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street,
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OTTO HUG,
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT.

HAS BIMOVED TO
APSLEY PLACE. EASTERN HILL-

Hoort of Attendance, daily, 9 to IS, and 2 to * i Wednesday
Krening. 7 to 9.

SPIRITUALISTIC A FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, Loodon (Weekly) 12/4 per annum.

The Splntuallst .

The Banner of Light, the oldeat Amerlcan Spiritualistic and
Freethought pajier, published weekly. Subscription,22,6 perann.

The Religio-Philoaophical Journal, a flrst-claM American Weekly
published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum.

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, Cd., &s. |>er annum.

The Voice of Angele, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits,
published fortnightly.  10s. per annum.

The " Theoeophist,” a monthly journal devoted to Oneota) fhdo
aophy. Oeculusm, bpiritualism, Ac Published al Boflbbsy.
20" per annum.

Light for All. A monthly journal, published at San Francisco
&1 per annum.
Herald of Progress.
and Teachings of Spiritualism.

per annum.

The Vaccination Inquirer, 3s. per annum. Pouted to any part
of the Australian colonies

Copies of all the above available for aubocriptiou.

POSTAGE EXTRA.

A weekly journal devoted to the Philoeopby
Published at Newcastle. 10/,

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.
GEO. STOWS
SPORTSMAN'S  HOME &  SANATORIUM-

Mr. Stow begs to intimate to his Friends and tho Public
that he has Builta Commodious Homestead on the

GIPPS UAISTID LAKES
Opposite Rosbervillu, and that be is now ready to receive
Visitors. Sportsmen, and those desirous of a Quiet and
Comfortable Home may rely on the endeavour of the

Proprietor to give satisfaction.
Terms:—30s. fkr Week,or2 Nuu ill Bed
Special arrangements for Families. Mail closes in
Melbourne for my place, Tuesdays and Saturdays at
6.30 p.m. Steamers run in conjunction with train daily.

Address. POINT NORMANBY, METUNG.
WORKS OF PROFESSOR WM. DENTON.

Geology: The Past and Future of our Planet. 7/0.

Soul of Things; or Psychometric Researches and Di»,
covenee. Vole. 1,2, and 3. Each 7/6.

What was He ? or Jesus in the Light of the Nineteenth
Century. 6/3.

Radical Rhymes. 6/3.

Is Spiritualism True? 6d.

Orthodoxy False, since Spiritualism is True.

Bo Thyself.

Common-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 6d.

Christianity no Finality; or Spiritualism Suporior to
Christianity. 6d.

Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 0.3.

The God proposed for our National Constitution.

Man’s True Saviours.  Od.

What is Right? 0Od.

Sermon from Shakespere’s Text. 6d.

The Deluge in the Light of Modern Science.

Who are Christians P Od.

Tho Irreconcilable Records; or Genesis and Geology.
2/6.; paper, 1/3.

Life of Denton, by Powell. 1/3.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

Od.

Od.

Od.

BOOKS ON PHYSIOLOGY. PHYSIOGNOMY,
MESMERISM, HYDROPATHY, PHRENOLOGY
Ac. A shipment from Fowler and Wells, of New York
Just Arrived ex “ Melrose?

W. Il. TERRY.
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Country Agents

ChrileMotM—Mr.W. H. Newland.

Sandhurst—Mr. Wenbome.

8vdney—Messrs Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St.
Adelaide—George Robertson.

Bamawartha—F. G. Eggleston.

Tasmania (XT. W. CoastyW. B. & Oswin Button, Leven.
Hobart Town—R. McLean, Elizabeth Street.

Inver ¢»rgill.N.Z.—E. R. Weir, News’' Agent, Dee-st.

Britba ne—8. Smith & Co., 83 George Street.
& 4 ents wanted for all part» ofthe Colony.

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT

STEWART & CO,,

217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBO

"“"Enlarged.

Photographers,
NE.

Four

THE THEOSOPHBT

A MONTHLY JOURNAL ddvjefe”Oriental Philo-

sophy, Art, Literature, aud ffikcultXm, embracing

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, and fatMFjMrret Sciences.

Published at Bombay; conduct™ «\/W P. Blar sky.
Australian Agent— /nflBr

W. H. TEBRY, 84 RUSSELL-STREET, Melbotuxi.

Subscription, 20/. per ann., Posted to any part of Victoria

»tncllo>»

PHOTO-ART.

BATCHELDER AND CO,

PHOTOGRAPHERS  AND ARTISTS,

(Established 1854),
LINS

Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimen« at address
44X COL 1T E TF E-ART.

MESMERISM. ANIMAL MAQNETI8M, PSYCHOLOGY

Instruction given in these Sciences for the Treatment
of Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience,
and Operator of many years’ practice.

Address:—Db. Wiltiams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt
Road, Richmond.—Consultation Fbee.

EPES SARGENT'S first book on Spiritualism, Com-
munications fbom Another Wobld, Deing an Austral-
ian reprint of “ Planchette ; or the Despair of Science,’
115 closely printed pages, limp cloth 1/—W. H. TERRY

"THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF 8PIRITOALISM AND
FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
8ubscriptions date from September to August, and are

payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vole, in one
at 12/6.

Ete Openers, for Orthodox Christians, and Truthseeker
leaflets. A parcel of the above sent to any part of
this, or the neighbouring colonies on receipt of 6d. for
postage.—W. H. Terby.

COL. R. J. INGERSOLL’S LECTURES.

Australian Editions, Published by W. H. Tebby.

The Christian Religion, 6d.

Moses' Mistakes, 6d.

Heretics and Heresies 4d.

Skulls, or Man Woman and Child, 6d.

What must | do to be Saved ? (Supplementto Harbinger
of Light, August) 6d. The whole five sent by post to
any part of the Australian colonies for 2/6.

BONANZA!

BONANZA! BONANZA!

All Use |t Ladies USe it in the Bath, Use it fob
the Teeth. Gentlemen use it in the office. Itis
an Article of Household use. Tby It 8old by all
cVemists, Wholesale Agents, Felton, Grimwade & Co.

JUST PUBLISHED.

The Religious Aspect of Spiritualism, and its Relation
io the Churches, by A. Mueller, M.D. Price Sixpence.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS,

Objects;—The Investigation and Advancement Of
Spiritualistic Truths and Purposes.
Office & Reading-room, 84 Russell-st., Melbourne.
[Established 1877.]

The Reading-room is open daily (Sundays excepted)
from 9 am. to 6 p.m. and is accessible not only to
members, but to their friends, and visitors from the

country.

The Circulating Library is available to all Members
subscribing £1 per annum to the funds of the Asso-
ciation.

The Reading-room contains all the leading English,
American and Colonial Spiritualistic papers and
standard books, also several valuable works on Oriental
Religions and the origin of Modern Systems.

Membership consists in enrolment and payment of
a quarterly subscription, the amount to oe fixed by
the enrolling member.

Rules and printed instructions for the formation
and conduct of circles, also some pamphlet literature
may be had, gratis, on application.

The Secretary attends at 1.30 p.m. daily.

ROBERT KINGSTON,

(FROM MAKES ST
SANGSTERS, AProIXTI E5T
LONDON), L TO HER MAJESTY

OOIJEJ.S. A MAKEH,

JSTo. 26 RO Y AL ARCADE
68 Elgin Street, Carlton.

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

“LIGHT.”

A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter.  Published in
London, weekly. Melbourne Agent W. H. Terry.

4d. per copy, 18/- per annum, Postage extra.

THE ""TELEPHONE,"
A JOURNAL of CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM, is
Published Every Saturday.
Subscription, 1/1 per Quarter; 4/4 per Tear.

Office : 42 Leichhardt 8treet, Brisbane.

Printed by J. 0. Stephen (late B. Purton It Go.,) at his Offloe, 10« Bliaabeth
Street Melbourne for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and published by him at
84 Baaaei'. Street Melbourne



