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In our laBt we had occasion to animadvert on Christian
Spiritualism, or the limitation of Spiritual intercourse
within the bounds of a creed. We have since received
and read with much satisfaction a pamphlet, entitled
“Orthodox Spiritualism,” by Mr. J. Enmore Jones, a
liberal Christian Spiritualist, (who has for many years
been prominently connected with the movement in
England), defining Spiritualism per te, and advocating a
course of action in its investigation calculated to clear
the road of many difficulties by enabling sensible men
of all denominations to pursue their enquiries side by
side without disagreement.

Spiritualists, says Mr. Jones, are they who affirm—

1st—God is a Spirit; Infinite—A belief.

2nd.—Man is a spirit; Finite— a knowledge.

3rd.—Man has a spiritual body do.

4th.—Mau, at physical death, passes out a living,
intelligent substance, perfect in form and individuality ;
a knowledge.

5th.—That, under conditions, the spiritual body can
be discerned, and its limited power over physical sub-
stance witnessed; a knowledge.

6th.—Man, under laws, can and does as an ethereal
ministering spirit assist in various ways those he is
connected with by ties of affection; a knowledge.

7th.—Man is a spiritual being, responsible for his
actions, be they good or be they bad, whether in the
physical body or out of it.

This is one of the simplest yet most comprehensive
definitions of a Spiritualist we have seen, and can be
accepted by all religionists without conflict with their
creed, forming an admirable basis for further investiga-
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tions into the nature, properties, and powers of the
human Bpirit comprehended in Psychological science.
On this ground all persons having a belief iu the
spiritual nature of man can find a common platform on
which they can work to demonstrate to the world the
great fact of spirit intercourse, the only corrective to
the materialistic tendencies of the age. But will they
do it? that is the question. Spiritualism has been
so intimately connected with the religious idea that it
will be difficult for many to dissociate it from dogma,
and to examine it from a scientific or purely theistic
aspect.  Though there are many Spiritualists still
connected with the various denominations, the great
majority are religious Freethinkers, who having aban-
doned dogma, display a lack of veneration for existing
church institutions and sacred books that appears very
shocking to their orthodox brethren, who on their side
disparage and contemn the radical tone and iconoclastic
tendencies of the freethinking Spiritualist. Except in
Phenomenal Spiritualism it is next to impossible to
exclude the religious element: the idea of communica-
tion with spirits naturally awakening the religious
sentiment, and the doctrinal bias, as a rule, giving tone
and direction to the ideas communicated, creates a
divergence, more or lesB marked, in accordance with the
relative positiveDess of the communicating spirit and
the recipient of the communication, an” each person or
circle having confidence, and often too much faith, iu
the infallibility of the communicating intelligence,
instead of submitting the communications to the crucial
test of reason, assumes that all teachings which con-
flict with theirs must be from unreliable sources. This
difficulty can only be overcome by the cultivation of a
more philosophical spirit by inquirers, and Mr. Jones's
suggestion is the first step towards the attainment of
this very desirable object. The association of persons
of varied religious beliefs for the investigation of
physical phenomena will cultivate a philosophical spirit
which may in some cases at least enable the same indi-
viduals to pursue the subject into the mental phases
without the introduction of doctrinal matters, which
under ordinary circumstancas would effectually destroy
the harmony of the circle and make co-operation
impossible.
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Communieationa for insertion in thia Journal ahould be
plainly written, and an coneiae aa potaible.

MR MALCOMB IN CONCLUSION.

TO T1IE EDITOR OF TUB * HABBINOKB OF t10UT.

Great evil ha« arisen to individuals, and to the community,

from allowing fallacies and fal«ch<Mxl« to pans uncontradictcd
and onesposed in %Il channel« through which [oiw>n ia con-
veyed t» Gm public mind."—Hobest Soutmbt.
Bin,—My return for a few days to Melbourne, much
earlier than anticipated, enables too to see your last
llarbinyer  Yes, Sir, 1 «a “ lighting for victory"—the
victory of Tnrrn, and am quite prepared to continue the
battle until victory or defeat «hall terminate it; but | am
Bo sensible of your fairness in so unreservedly opening
your columns to me that | cannot trade upon your
indulgence further than to ask your insertion of this
my final rejoinder. In reviewing the controversy so
for, | have every cause to congratulate rnyrclf upon
what has been done. My thesis was the lomoramce of
Scki'ticb, and in support thereof | adduced illustrative
examples. Of some of them you at unco admitted the
validity; to others you objected Your objections |
traversed in my last In the footnote thereto you
attempt no reply, but withdrawing from the arena, con-
tent yourself with relegatiog me to the custody of
Mosers. Rohner and Browne, whose last letters, | find,
only emnhaticise my contention. To Mr. Rohner | am
much obliged. His letter, dated the 15th ult—an
extraordinary piece of composition, ranging from the
level of would-be sarcasm to the depths of vulgarity, and
again mounting to the heights of rodomontade—is, con-
troveraally, an accession to my position, for, in itself, it
justifies my charge of “scurrility,* while it also re-
direct« tho public attention to the article on the Lord's
Prayer in Harbinger of September  To that article let
your readers go. And | ask every man of cultured
feeling and judgment whether it is not acurriloua to call
the Company of Revisers—a root scholar every one of
them—" a devil-inspired set,” “ wolves in sheeps' [sic]
clothing," and their work, " diabolical shepherding and
fletciog in the name ofa devil." 1 ask every Bbitow
whether it ia not acurriloua to designate our Gracious
Queen Ma female Protestant pope.” And | will ask
every ono who can do so, to get a copy of the Revised
version, and if possible, the Greek text also, and there-
with compare Mr. Rohner's instances of alleged mis-
translation.  Much of Mr. Rohner's lotter seems to me
to be incoherent. There is a reference to Shakespeare's
clowns, followed by what appears like an allusion to
Darwinism ; but | cannot pretend to understand it. Mr.
Rohner is welcome to pursue his explorations around
hi« own family vault; I decline to have my progenitors
labelled " as.nine.”  “ Leave me my ancestors io Eden,
Mr. Rohner, and you are welcome to yours io the Zoo."
What Mr. 11 J. Browne says about Jacolliot and
Muller | must pass over. Argument would clearly be
useless. The man who can class the two together as
Mdistinguished writers™ would discover no incongruity
in yoking Tennyson and Melbourne Punch as “ poets."
But it is curious to observe bow the Nemesis of
IwaccvnacT haunts Mr. Browne. It ia not (as Mr.
Browne erroneously states) in tho * Chips from a German
work shop™ that Max Muller relates Jacolliot's imposi-
tion ; but in his “ Introduction to tbe Science of
Religion,” quite a distinct work.

Your correspondent persists that * Jesus was an
Estonian.” As to bis " modern authorities,” | remark,
first, that they are all acephce ; secondly, that their baoie
M the name ae Mr. Browne'a, vis., bis < ancient
authorities."” These are Josephus, Pliny, and Philo.
Now, Sir, of them tbe first two may bo discarded, for
they do not afford Mr. Browne much authoritative sup-
port. It is the author of De Vita Cowtsmplativa who
is tbe mainstay of Mr. Browne and his oonfreree. But
behold bow this vaunted foundation vanishes in the light
of knowledge and facts—facts of which these “ sceptics™
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are either wilfully or actually fghorant! Tho work
attributed to Philo was not written until nearly three
centuries after Philo's death. Itis nota genuine por-
traiture of Essenian life, but is simply an imaginary
eulogistic sketch of monasticism, Hence its historical
value ia just that of the arguments and conclusions Mr.
Browne has baaed upon it—nil ! Kn to tbe fundamental
discrepancies between Essenianism and Christianity, |
cannot burden your pages further, Sir, but havo privately
furnished Mr. Browne with a few facta on the subject.

Lastly, as to Denon. Anything more ou gestive of
dishonesty than Mr. Browne's deportment in this matter
I have never met with. My original charge (Jlarbinaer,
November) was that M Denon said nothing such as Mr.
Browne attributed to him. Inanswer 1 was told that
Mr. Browne, or bis printer, had simply made an rror
ofa figure in giving the chapter, but 1 prompt!/ nailed
that misstatement to tbe counter.  That excuse failing,
it is next pleaded that the printer made another blunder;
he inserted " the first inverted commas only.” But, Sir,
there should have been no common at all! Mr. Browne
has not quoted Denon's words. Denon says nothing, io
the passage under notice, about Osiris, Isis, and Horus;
itia Mr. Browne who puts those names into tho French-
man's simplo narrative! Again, Denon says nothing
about tho idoa of Joseph and Mary's flight into Egypt
being derived from the sculpture in Philoe; ho simply
says that the sculpture probably done repreaent that
flight. This last embellishment is entirely Mr Browne's,
though he seeks to father it upon Denon by introducing
the sentence with the word " that."" (See Browne's
Rational Ohriatianity, page 70) Thue, then, this fraud,
and its very qurstionable-hxiking defence, lie fully ex-
posed. How far qualified Mr. Browne is to designate
my knowledge of Denon * superficial and tnreliable,”
and to describe me as " making ao exhibition™ of myself,
your readers. Sir, may safely be left to judge.

In concluding, Sir, | wish again to bear testimony to
your own fairness and evident sincerity, and to add that
ifany word of mine has given offence to any honest
sceptic | am sorry indeed. For earnest scepticism |
have sympathy; but for scepticism that is conceitod,
intolerant, arrogant, hypocritical or dishonest, | have no
more commiseration than | ask you to have for Rki.iuior
whenever it prrseuta itself under any unworthy guise—
Yours obediently,

H. MALCOMB, MA.

Gertrude Street, December 16th.

DR. ROHNER’S FAREWELL TO MALCOMB.
TO THE EDITOR OF TUB “ HARBINGER OF L1OHT."

Oh, Tam | Oh, Tam | thou'll get thy fairin I"
—Burna.
Dear Bootheb,—As it cannot be my object to run after
a correspondent of mine who runs away currente calami
from all reasons and arguments, | may at least be per-
mitted to shout after my misguided run-away friend,
with his still dripping pen behind his ear, a most wel-
come farewell. Yes, " Fare thee well for ever, still for
ever fare thee well I And may tbe favour be granted
to me nover again to meet with a foe so unworthy of
my loving steel | For it is a mere waite of thought,
pen, ink and paper to attempt to carry on an argument
with an opponont who, instead of openly and vigorously
attacking and criticising one's work, lifts bis holy hands
up to Heaven, as much as to say, “ | am glad | am not
like this fellow,” and only appeals by way of reply to
the orthodox ignorance of the gaping multitude to endorse

with it« dull cry of deaf and dumb stupidity tho
Pharisaical conclusions arrived at by a blind Samson
Agonistes, who, instead of being a support and

prop to the fashionable church of gentlemen and
reopectability, yclept the Church of Englaod
is more likely to lead to the final disestablish-
ment of that self-established State Church, only second
in arrogance and wilful blindness to the Church of tUmi,
the constitutionally ¢ impulsiry church of the Qisis,
and all the rest of Anglican and unehriaGai gentility
which is unable to get on io this sublu lary world of
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oar» without the »id of the Devil, once the moat
powerful ally of a priestcraft accustomed to rule the
hearts of men by fear rather than by love, as once upon
a time their, by them, misrepresented master attempted
todo. Things have, in our days, come to such a pass
that instead of saying " love one another" we have got
into the way of raying " damn one another everlastingly."
This is our modern gospel of divine love turned insido
nut, and done into the gospel of Death. Devil and
Damnation Oh, my God"' forgive these blind bats,
leaders of still blinder bats, for they do not know what
they are teachiog or preaching. Their kingdom is
evidently not the kingdom of the lovely Jesus, but the
kingdom of loaves and fishes, the kingdom of Mammon,
in fine, theirs is the kingdom of this and no other
world.—Tours fraternally,

C. W. ROHNER

P.8.—My reply to Mr. Malcomb was already written
and posted when | received the manuscript ofthe Artful
Master, containing his answer to my last epistle to the
Ocntilrs in the November issue of your luminous sheet.
As you appear to be desirous of terminating a con-
troversy which, at the very outset, promised
so scanty a harvest of new truths, I will be as
brief as possible in my additional comments
on Mr. Malcomb strictures of my mode of
viewing .things in general, and the tord prayer, with
a Devil in it, in particular. Hia telling me that | have
Bounded the depths of vulgarity, and acaled the heights
of rodomontade, in my extraordinary correspondence
of the 15th ultimo, may pass for what it io worth To
me it is positively worthless, and leaves me perfectly
unaffected  Regarding the company of Bible Revisers
and their respective scholarly attainments, 1 beg to state
that the fact of their being scholars—all of them, and
evervone of them—makes their worth only appear so
much worse in my eyoo and in the eyes of all those
who know that " Poneros™ in the Lord's prayer does not
mean devil, or the Jfci/ One. As 1 said before, these
learned divines may not lack learning, but they moot
decidedly lack candour and courage in putting ouch a
revision of the New Testament before the religious
world as they bare done ; only, 1 for one, object to our
Gracious Queen being asked to sanction their vain
labour, and to put the seal of her royal individual
aathonty upon a work so much inferior to 3James
version, and with a far less chance of devout adoption
as a test book of the word of God by the people of Eng-
land. That our Gracious Queen would become a
“ female Protestant pope' by endorsing the work of these
revilers, and not revisers, of the word of God, as King
James has done in the past, io beyond all doubt acorrect
statement on my part. Can the Queen's authority,any
more tl an that of her bishops, add a higher value or
superior importance to the word of God in the eyes of
genuine Protestants ? *Our most dread Sovereign, ’
the Queen, is not M defender of my faith™ at any
rate, and the phrase cwjue rryro ejtu et religio ba» long
ago ceased to be true. My faith and my religion is
purclv and simply a matter between myselfand my God,
and ths Queen would really have to assume the authority
of an infallible pope before she could authoritatively
force dowu my throat, or that of any other of her sub-
jects, the new New Testament, as recently revised by her
bishops—tbe bishops ofan established, or rather illegally
enforced State cbuich. Aa to Mr Malcomb'o moonshine
““ancestors in Eden,” wherever that place may be, |
most certainly prefer, if necessary, to connect my
descent, in harmony with Darwin, with the better sort
of anthropoid apea of tbe "Zoo,” than with Mr.
Malcomb  Edenic ancestors of jackanapes, apeing or
claiming an authority over tbs minds of their fellow
men, in consequence of an inordiuate ordination from
God, which nowadays no sane man any longer respecta.
Once more 1 now say to my Edtn-desccnded friend and
correspondent n valet, bene tat, ego taleo.

C. W.R.

Benalla, December 20th, 1881.
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MR BROWNE AND MR MALCOMB

TO THE KDITOB or THR " BABBrVOEB OF LtOBT w

Bit,—It will be necessary for me to again trouble you
with a few words in reply to Mr Malcomb, 1 trust, for
the last time.

That | in put upon my trial as a sceptic is not my
fault | have been charged, in common with s-veral
others of the same way of thinking, with ignorance and
dishonesty, and the least | can do is to put your readers
in possessiou of all the circumstances of the case.

Inorder to sum up Mr Malcomb, whose letter of
December 16th by bi» request and your courtesy has
beer, placed before me, | may remark that he commenced
originally by making three charges.

First, | waa accused of inaccuracy because | quoted
from Jacolliot although Muller differed from him. Why
| waa not at libertv to choose my side of the diSf)ute |
am yet unable to discover. Mr "Malcouib himself does
nothing but shelter himself under the shadow of Muller's
reputation, and considers thia enough for b>s purpose.
1, however, am able to support my confidence in Jacolliot
by other authors.

Thus Mr. C. J. Stone (barrister-at-law, and late
Advocate, High Court, Bombay), in his work entitled
" Cradle-land of Art» and Creeds" (1880) p. 260, in
alluding to Jaculliot's version, says that “ Prof. Mat
Muller has thrown doubts on the authenticity of this
story, but he docs not seem to have brought forward any
positivo evidence to contradict it. And M.
Jacolliot may have discovered a genuine old story *
Madame Blavatsky, an exc« (lent Sanscrit scholar, fur
many years resident in India, in “ lais unveiled,” vol. 2,
accepts 3Jacolliot  version of “ Adims” and “ lleva,"
which she states is derived from the proyKeeieo of
Ramattariar. Again, when 3acolliot  book first appeared,
it was criticised by that thoroughly competent and im-
partial body, the Socictec Acadcmique de 8. Quentin,
which appointed an erudite Sanscritist and most loyal
Catholic, Mons. Textor de Raviai, who had for many
years resided in India as a Governor in Tanjore, to
examine “La Bible dans t Inde.” Textor'» report
was :—" M. Jacolliot'» book, written with good faith, in
a style easy, forcible, and xealoun, having a form ofargu-
ment easy and varied, is of absorbing interest . . A
learned work on known facts and with familiar argu-
ments ' (See Harbinger fur June, 1880, page 1798;
and for July, 1880, pages 1816-17.) 1 leave it to your
readers to say whether, with these excellent vouchers.
I am not only justified in accepting Jacolliot but entitled
to obtain a verdict of "crass ignorance” against my
orthodox adversary for contradicting them.

As to Mr. Malcomb'» great point, that ®uller
reference to Jacolliot is in bi» “ Science of Religion
and not in hi» " Chips,” 1 am perfectly willing to make
him a present of the difference, aa it does not affect the
case in the slightest. Whichever is correct it neither
improves his position nor discredits anything in mine.

Mr. Malcomb's second count was that Jesus could not
possibly have been an Easemau. Upon thia bead be first
declared that “ 1 had nut a »ingle fact to support any
euch assertion.” | gavo him my authorities, in bis last
letter be admits two of them at once, whoso testimony ia
not, as he pretends, unimportant, but of great value, as
may be easily seen by referring to page» 56-60 of
Rational Christianity = My third authority be disposes
of in an offhand way by tbe dictum that tbe well-known
" De vita contemplativa™ was not written until M nearly
three centuries after Philo's t#ath. In support of thia
extravagant theory Mr. Malcomb does not give a single
authority. He simply say» that itiaso. 1 claim that
my assertion ia as good as bis, but in order to give one
or two evidences that here again be i« either " wilfully
or actually ignorant,” | will refer him to Mons. A.
Corderre, M.A., L.L.D., Fellow of tbe Archceological
Society, France, an author of great erudition, who has
written exhaustively on tbe subject of Philo and his
writings. The conclusion at which M. Cordeira baa
arrived regarding tbe authorship of “ De vita cont npla-
tiva" (tbe work attributed to Philo, dealing so exten-
sively with Essenism) is that that book tews certainly
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written in thefret century of our era, and its author
was almoet certainly Philo Judmus. Again the Rev. J.
W Lake, in a pamphlet entitled “ Pluto, Philo and
Paul,” make« the following statements at page 51.
* After reading Philo's account of the Esrancs the con
rluaion flashes upon us that John the Baptist maaf have
belonged to one of these communities, and that Jesus
himself must have been largely imbued with their spirit.
The aermou on the Mount ia, in fact, a aimpie reitera-
tion of their teaching. Hit deaire, however, to
outstrip the limitations of this society, and to make the
fraternity one of world-wide comprehensiveness, to
establish, as it were, a svstem of universal brotherhood,
gave to his lil'o tho special charactor that marked it, and
enabled him to put an impress on al) succeeding time.”
Among the numerous scholars who hold that Jesus was
either an Essenr or was associated with and influenced
hr that sect. | may mention the following Rev. G.
Vance Smith, D.D., Ph 1) (Principal of Carmarthen
College; Prof. Fiske, M.A., LL.B; Thoa.
M D (author of" Ancient Faiths,” Ac.) ; Rev. Robert
Taylor, BA, MRC.8,; Dr. F. F. Strauss; Judge
Strange; Moncure D. Conway, M.A., Bl). This, |
think, pretty well disposes of that controversy. From
three citations it will be plain to every one that Mr.
Malcomb is hopelessly wrong in his assertion that Jesus
was not an E«seninn, and instead of my argumenta and
conclusions thereon being * nil** they arc far more valid
than are the ra»h misstatements of Mr. Malcomb, made
upon bis own ipee dixit, and without his bring able to
quote any scholars of equal eminence to those | have
named in support of them.

Fiually, as to Denon, Mr. Malcomb ia nothing but
despicable.  First, he stated that Denon said nothing
about the scene to which 1 referred ; then he admitted
he said something of the kind. He misspelt the name
of Denon's translator following a printer's error in my
book, and charged mo with hie own blunder, and finally
was compelled to confess that the substance of my state-
ment as to the representation in the Temple of Philo
was correct. He even has the audacity to find fault
with me because he has discovered that the names of
Osiris and Isi/ara not in the passage in Denon. | have
never said that they were, though Mr. Malcomb wishes
your readers to think so. To do this he has to assume
that | was making a verbal quotation in my book, and
not, as ia the case, merely noting the idea of Denon
with comments of my own. To bolster up his outrageous
accusation he has the effrontery to add inverted commas
to my sentence, when affecting to quote it, thus com-
mitting the vory dishonesty with which ho impudently
charges me. 1 will not stoop to characterize such
trickery.

With these three charges against me Mr. Malcomb
began and with these he ends. His counts a ainst me,
like those against my confrores, would be trifling iftrue,
but, as | have shown, they arc not in the slightest
degree true or reliable. Ho has privately forwarded me
a list of doctrioes which be says were Essenian. On
this head again he docs not agree with my authorities,
and be must pardon me if, after finding him out in so
many misrepresentations concerning Jacolliot, Philo,
and Denon, | decline to attach any valué to his unsup-
ported testimony. | have given chapter and verse for
my statements. It is evidently impossible for him to do
the same Until he is prepared to do so | would suggest
to him that he remain silent concerning " the ignorance
of sceptics.” 1 will conclude by remarking that never
in tho courso of my experionco have I metwith acorres-
pondent signing himself M A. who made so many asser-
tionsin a public print which he not only could not prove,
but which it was the easiest thing in the world to dis-
prove by a simple reference to authors with whom every
theological tyro is familiar.— Tours, Ac.,

HUGH JUNOR BROWNE.

MR. MALCOMB VERSUS MRS. BRITTEN.

TO TUB BOTTOM OF TUB “ naBBIMOBB OF UOHT.”

Fib,—MTrs. Britten's book. * Faiths, Facta and Frauds,”
st-ems to have disturbed Mr. Malcomb's mental serenity.
As Mrs. B. is unable, through absence, to answer for

Inman,
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herself, kindly pormit me to vindicate her against Mr.
M's. aspersions.

I. Mr. M insinuates that her book was writtea pro-
fessedly under " inspiration.” Mrs. B has nowhere
made any such daim. She compiled the volume under
the difficulties of travel, and when far away from her
own library. What wonder, then, if she did make such
a mistake as writing “ W. Maurice™ for " Thomas
Maurice?"" A little acquaintance, on Mr M's. part,
with the literature of astro-theology would have obviated
his criticism re ** Aries.”

I1. That Mrs B. is correct regarding Thoth, reference
to any work on Mythology will prove. 8eo. for instance,
Chambers' Eneyclapedia. article “ Hermes." Mr. M's.
voluntary information as to Thoth in “ Phmnician $tory
ia simply irrelevant, for it was Egyptian mythology that
Mrs. B. was alluding to.

111. Whether Prometheus was or was not crudfied,
neither Mr. M. nor Dr. Peebles is competent to deter-
mine; but that ho has, by roputablo writers, been repre.
tented as crucified, none but an ignoramus would deny.
Mrs. B. supports her statement by quotations from
Taylor, Kersey Graves, and the JVrw American
Cyclopedia.

IV. Mr. M sonde us to Dr. Peebles for information
ns to tho " contemporary historians who mentioned
Jesus. And yet, Sir, Dr. P., in his Inst work on the
subject, says * Contemporary writers, it ia true, made
little or no mention of Jeeus." (Ohriat the Corner Stone,
n. 5) Mr. M has yet to find the ™ contemporary
historian® who refers to Jesus.

As to Godfrey Higgins, Mr. M. had hotter koep hie
depreciatory remarks for the credulous Your readers
ara quite able to estimate tho works of Higgins forthem-
selves.—Yours, Ac., W.

THE END OF THE WORLD.

TO THE EDITOB OF THE * UABBIMUEB OF HOHT.

MB,—Amongst the first lectures recently delivered by
Mr. Walker was that on * The end ofthe world in Mffl.
The subject was introduced by the reading of the 21th
Chapter of Matthew’s gospel, in which there are
numerous portents related, presaging tho end of tho
world as predicted by Christ.

The reading of this chapter was, no doubt, intended
to show that as the events (ordinarily understood) that
were to introduce the final consummation had not taken
place, the prophecy bad been falsified and €hrist
authority impugned. So whon | vonturod to ask if these
events may not be understood as having been realised
with the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70, the
lecturer replied that this was inconceivable, inasmuch
“ as the «tars were to fall from Heaven before the end
of the world, aud as the stars had not fallen therefore
the end of tho world had not been accomplished.”

The major of this syllogism is admitted. Tho minor,
| think.is assumed by Mr. Walker, aud in my opinion
this has vitiated the conclusion.

My object in the present communication is, if possible,
to rescue tho language of Christ from misconception,
and to maintain his authority as a public teacher.

I admit at tho outset that there are many things in-
volved in the discourses of Christ * which are hard to be
understood," and that these difficulties are greatly inten-
sified when speaking of the end of the world. | shall
not seek, however, to overleap these by any fanciful in-
terpretation, knowing that no explanation is of value
that is not founded on a proper principio of biblical
oxegesis. It is evident, however, to every careful
student that much error has arisen in reference to tbs
Christian scriptures by applying to their elucidation the
matter-of-fact principles of the western mind, rather
than accepting them as written in the symbolic and
highly ornato language of Oriental literatura. In seek-
ing, therefore, for a rational explanation of Christ's
language wo have to accopt it, not according to the
every day meaning that might be attached to it, but in
the sense in which it was originally employed, and as it
presented itself to those who first beard it.

By adopting this common-sense principio in the in-
terpretation of the 24tj Chapter of Matthei-, | appro-
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hend we get rid of ad the difficulties with which it is
eupposed to be environed, and transform a portion of
the recorded teaching of Christ, which in consequence of
its apparent contradiction of the logic of facts, has been
held by many as invalidating his general authority into
a manifestation of his power in forecasting the future.

It would be an unwarrantable assumption for me to

eipect space in the Harbinger fora detailed explanation

mapter read by Mr. Walker. | shall be glad,
however, if you afford me room to apply the principle
of interpretation | contend for in the elucidation of one
or two phrases which occur in the passage referred to,
and which, if satisfactory, may be accepted as evidence
that the entire section may be similarly explained.

My position is this that the end of the world (in the
sense of the term), was consummated in the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem in tho g 70, and as synchronising
with that event the stars fell from heaven.

The occasion of the discourse in the 24th of Matthew
arose from a question suggested by Christ’s declaration
that there would not be a stone left in the temple that
would not be thrown down. In reference to this
<vent his disciples asked him * when shall these things
he and whst shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the
rnd of the world.” and it was to prepare them for the
end of the world that Christ gave his disciples certain
xigns of the coming event that by accepting these signs
they might consult their safety by Hying from the
impending*‘calamities that were to usher it in. ““Thon
let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains, let
him which is on the housetop not come down to take
anything out of his house, neither let him which is in
the field return back to take his clothes.” These warn-
ings could have no meaning in relation toan anticipated
end of the material world, from the supposed destruction
of which no warning could be of any avail as there could
be no place of escape The events ushering in the end of
the world were to take place in the Judean Empire,
hence the admonition “ let them which be in Judea Hcc
to the Mountains’ the inference is to my mind irresistible
that in using the phrase, end of the world, Christ mado
no reference to the destruction of our planet.

The end of the world in the passage under examina-
tion can be literally rendered from the original Greek
as “The Consummation of the Age,” or the end of the
Jewish economy and in thia sense Christ employs it.
With the destruction of Jerusalem, wherein alone the
essentials of Jewish worship could be observed, the
entire political and religious policy of the Jews passed
away, and is aptly described as the end of tbe world or
the consummation of the age.

Accepting the principles of interpretation | have laid
down the meaning to bo attached to the falling of stars
in the passage in Matthew presents no difficulties.

In the symbolic languagt' of the ancient Jewish
scriptures, empires, kings and ngbles, are designated by
the names of tbe heavenly bodies. The sun, moon, and
stars, their temporary disasters or entire overt'.row
denoted by eclipses ana extinctions, and the destruction
of tbe nobility and religious teachers, by stars falling
from the firmament, as when speaking of the advent of a
mighty prince that was to conauer Moab it is said
“ There shall come a star out of Jacob,” a prince is also
referred to by David “ who cast down some of the host
and of the stars to the ground,” and the destruction of
tho Judean Empire, is anticipated by Joel in tho follow-
ing language ""The earth shall quake, the heavens shall
tremble, the sun and the moon shall be dark and the
stars shall withdraw their shining.”

Christ in the passage under review made use of
ancient symbolic language well understood by those to
whom it was addressed aod tbe literal fulfilment was ac-
complished in tbe overthrow of tbe political kingdom and
religious hierarchy of the Jews.

1 have thus given an example of bibilical exposition
to show on what principle the statement of Christ in the
24th chapter of Matthew may be made to harmonize
with the events predicted, and if | have assisted in
rendering a passage of scripture plain which to many is
involved and difficult to understand, my object shall
have been achieved. 1| am, respectfullv yours,

CHARLES WATT.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY A FALSITY—
THE BEAST OF THE REVELATIONS. THE
NUMBER 666 FOUND AT LAST!

TO THE EDITOR OF TOK *“ BABB[ROBB OF LKJUT.”
Drib Sib,—You will greatly oblige bv giving a pro-
minent place in your columns to the foilowing, which |
trust will awaken all the Trinitarian Churches to their
delusion in upholding tbe fsfse doctrine of theTrnity.

Firstly. In tbe year 3M ad, | find its foundation«
were first laid as a corruption ot tbe pure Christianity
of Jesus of Nazareth by the Nicene (Ecumenical Coun-
cil. held in that year.

Secondly. Thenceforward it grew bit by bit, century
after century, dogma being piled upon dogma, about
this false doctrine of tho Church of Rome, till at last
it was finally settled as wk tlaVB it Row, by the Fourth
General Council of tho Latoran. a.d. 1215. To that
Council belong« also the establishment of the doctrine
of 7 feeiidl&os t a minor error growing out
of the dogma of tbe Trinity.

Now, take tbe number 1215 a d from the year 1881,
and the result is tbe identical number of tbe Revela-
tions. 666.

“ Here is wisdom,” saith the angel instructing the
seer of the Apocalyptic visions: “ He that hath under-
standing let him count the number of the Beast, for it
is the number of a man, and his number is six hundred
and sixty-six."" Then it is now clear that by this number
is meant six hundred and sixty-oil years! **"The num-
ber of a man" signifies the number of years of a
man’s life.

Further, in every sense the doctrine of the Trinity
corresponds perfectly with tbe description of the Beast
in the Reielations. The devotees of the Beast are to
worship Asas.  So they do, for they worship the “ Holy.
Blessed, Adorable Trinity,” instead of the One True
God, the Great Father Spirit.

They are said to receive a mark upon their forehead,
or in tbeir right hand. And so they do, as wo all know.

Now, | would ask our Trinitarian brethren, to paute,
and consider what they are about.

| charge tbe dissensions and divisions in the Christian
churches on this font rt orijo malt—thia false worship
of a Bratt indeed

Let me repeat here tho warning proclamation of tho
angel in the succeeding chapter of the Revelations, ere
| dose:—""If any man worshipped! the Beast and his
image, and receiveth a mark upon his forehead or in bis
hand, he shall drink of the wine of the anger of God."
Ac., and "they have no rest day or night, they that
worship the Beast or his image."”

How remaikably to the very letter is this threatening
warning being fulfilled. No rest day and night for the
worshippers of this Beast—the Trinity. Look at the
state of the quati Orthodox churches, every one of the
lot: Dissension, disunion, bickering, and strife in-
cessant! and serve them right; because they have all
forsaken the Father, the only True God ; they have bid
hie glory behind a cloud , they have turned themselves
unto idolt; they are gone away backward. Pause,
Trinitarian follower«, not of Jesus, but of Athanasius,
and turn you from your idolatries and paganism ere
they be your ruin. The Jacta herein given aro easily
verified ; | take my dates from CaJwortb ; Mosheim being
too hasty in his conclusions.

Surely this will open the ryes of many a Trinitarian
brother and sister, and turn many hearts to the One
True God, the Father,ere it be too late| How He
loves all men and women, let the angels say: He waiteth
only to be loving still: aye, a loving Father to bis
rebellious children, oi whom it may well be said, “They
worship they know not what!" But the man-invented,
soul-enslaving dogma ol the Trinity is doomed. God,
the Great Father Spirit, mu>t reign supreme io all
hearts ; ““all things in all men."—1 am yours, etc.,

UNITARIAN MINISTER.

Rockhampton, Queensland,

Nov. 30tb, 1881.

' A * toll
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MB. CODLING'S CIRCLE.

TO TIHE EDITOR OF TUB ** HARBINGER OF LIOIIT.”

Sir,--Will you kindly announce in your valuable paper
the happy arrival of Mr. Codling'« circle at a state of
successful communication with friend who are wrongly
termed dead. It may encourage others wh> are about
to form circles to know of such success. The circle was
original lv composed of five gentlemen, who commenced
sitting a little over two year." ago. For one whole year,
sitting once, and sometimes twico a week, not the
slightest motion of tie table, broke the monotony of
the sitting. Sometimes one of the sitters would be
thrown into the attitude of a magnctiser, or in a semi-
trance, would appear to be trying to speak . But the
sameness of tho sitting, week alter week, month after
month, was a great trial of patience. Two gentlemen
discontinued sitting after a year of this; followed some
time after by a third. These vacancies in the circle
were however gradually filled up, and it now consists ot
four ladies and four gentlemen. Mr. Codling did not
despair of ultimately arriving at something And it is
owing principally to his untiring patience and perse-
verance, lor two long years watching and waiting lor
news from the other life, that the circle, as now com.
posed, lias been so beautifully rewarded. Tho wonderful
fact al last is realised : the spirits of the departed are
now becoming visible—are now actually seen, described,
aud communicated with, by ono of the lady sitters, and
recognised, as sho so communicates with them, ns the
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, children, or relatives
of each of the delighted members of the circle. Borne
other time, if permitted, | will describe some of the
tests. The members of the circle are willing to let their
success be published ; others mny thus be encouraged to
investigate.  If every private circle would so publish
their success, the world at large would begin to get
thoughtful, 1 think, ov»r such accumulative evidence.—
1 am, sir, yours truly,

W. Il

20 Lothian Street, 1Jotham,
13th Jan., 1882.

RUTHERFORD.

FAMILIAR LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM.

X.

““There is a school of philosophy still in existence of which
modern culture ta lost sight; . . persons who are
heirs of a greater knowledge concerning the mysteries of nature
aud humanity than modern culture has yet &¢olved.

Respected Friend—You seem to infer from what |
have already written to you that, it is not necessary to
accept the Spiritualistic theory to account for the phe-
nomena; and that if time is given some explanation
will be found to solve the whole question by human,
earthly agency. Well, I know that an attempt has been
made to do this already by Dr. Carpenter and others ;
but, strange to say, both he and others, while professing
to have fouud the solution, are proue to admit inad-
vertently that all which their explanation involves is a
change of mode, but still the result of spiritual or
impalpable operations.  These would-be enlighteners
of their fellow men, talk of tho power of spirits in the
flesh ; we simply change the front and talk of the power
of spirits out of the flesh. There is no desire on my
fiart to limit the scope of the question, because I be-
leve that under certaiu conditions the spirit still in tho
fleshly material body, has the ability to do things so
wonderful, that even Dr. Carpenter and his fellows
would stand aghast at the exhibition.

I was much amused, some years ago, reading in Dr.
McLeod's Book of Travels in India, of the way in
which he disposed of the difficulty arising in connection
with what is termed ““Indian Jugglery;” he confessed
himself utterly confounded and unable to explain the
«noJiM operand», but he gets ovor the difficulty in this
way : by declaring that such exhibitions were more fitted
to please children than excite the interest of intelligent
men. We are tempted to ask : will such men believe
the circumstances of their own existence whon they
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enter the next-life state; or will they argue that it is
all a delusion, because so strange and wonderful? |
greatly fear that the mind which refuses to investigate
spiritual operations in this life, will be at a sad disad-
vantage in the next.

But | must now turn to tho special purpose I have in
view in writing this letter. | am about to admit that
many of the most astounding spiritual operations are
apparently wrought by men in the flesh, but under
similar conditions to those used by spirits out of the
flesh. In a recent work—*Binnett’s Occult World,"
we have a very interesting description of phenomena
peculiar to curtain ndepts in India, and with whom is
connected Madam Blavatsky, the compiler of the work
“Isis Unveiled.” These phenomenaas represented by Mr.
Sinnett, are evidently spiritual operations controlled bv
men and women in tho flesh, and are used to secure
ends which certainly do not appear disadvantageous to
mankind. Some of the phenomena referred to, are even
of a higher order than those which are connected with
the operations of Modern Spiritualism, but at the same
time are so decidedly of a like nature, that | feel com-
pelled to include them in the same category. | mu-t
refer you to this work of Binnett's; also to * In«
Unveiled,” and to “ Art Magic,” and * Ghost Land,"
for the full particulars of these wonderful manifesta-
tions ; they include communications between individual«
at a great distance from each other by a process of
mental telegraphy ; the levitation of solid substances to
a great distance in an inconceivably short space of time ;
the production of beautiful sounds in the air; the dis-
covery of lost articles and restoration of the same;
importation of information of a sublimo and philosophi-
cal nature; an astonishing influence over the minds of
persons who come into rapport with adepts; a stimulat-
ing of the ordinary laws of nature to such an extent
that, to the uninitiated, the results produced are re-
garded as miraculous; and in many ways exhibiting a
power on the part of man which, in the dark ages,
would have raised such persons as these adepts on to a
pedestal of divinity, and proclaimed them as gods among
men. It is affirmed, indeed, that every phenomenon
Eroduced under the regime of Modern Spiritualism can

e duplicated by the powers possessed by these adepts ;
and | am inclined to think it is true that such is the
case ; but this fact does not in any way detract from the
value or truth of the affirmation that, spiritual beings mi
the other sido of earth-life, communicate with their
brethren here; or that they can produce phenomena
such as those described in relation to the operations of
Modern Spiritualism. 1 do not know that there can be
ary limitation to the power of man the spirit, at any
rate, within the limits of man’s own conception ; neither
do 1 think the fact of his being still in the fleshly body
on earth, need be any impediment to those operations
which we have hitherto thought to be peculiar to spirits
out of the fleshly body. The attainment of conditions
is every thing, and when with enlarged knowledge of
tho spiritual laws of the universe, and proper attention
thereto, man awakes to the power which is latent in his
nature, then will it be found that, whether here or
there, those operations of a spiritual nature which tuorc
effectively unite human beings in acommon interest, are
within the reach alike of the living on earth or the
dweller in the next stage of existence. Occultism, as
it is termed, is synonymous with Spiritualism, and is
iutended to secure a likeend ; but until understood, cal-
culated to produce only astonishment, or excite con-
tempt and opposition of those who think it interferes
with their preconceived opinions.

The grand secret of all is this : the proper cultivation
of the spiritual nature ; the effective regulation of the
mind, and its subjection to the spiritual in accordaoce
wilh the operations of nature which we observe by
careful examination as pertaining to the universe at
large; then, the Infinite Mind denies not to man thus
trained, the exercise of any of those powers which raise
him on to bis proper plane in the scale of being, and
invest him with that degree of sublime happiness which
bis nature is capable of understanding and fully enjoy-
ing. This, then, is Spiritualism in its highest and most
sublime characteristic; the discovery of those spiritual
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operation, and the ability to direct them for human
well-being, and wherefrom will arise all those remarkable,
because otherwise unrealised result« which tend to ele-
vate. expand, and mature man's nature—spiritual
operations and material results with which all men
should be prartically acquainted ; the great defect of
the present day being not merely ignorance of these,
but an indisposition to seek them.

To what then are we to impute such a state of things?
not surely to an unwillingness on the part of man to
make enquiry, and to accept his proper place in the
universe ? no. but to the mistaken action of our teachers,
the clergy, and autocrats of the Church, who in place of
seeking the spiritual elevation of the people who have
been trained to bow to their dictum, have striven to lav
upon them carnal burdens, nnd requiring them to bend
the neck that on it may be placed the yoke of un-
questioned servitude, and whereby practically the lay-
man is forbidden to think for himself. | am certain
that our present church institutions are more calculated
to foster Materialism than to lead to(the discovery and
acceptance of spiritual influences; and if a reformation
in this respect arises in the Church, it will mainly result
from the propagation of spiritualistic truth by those
who have received the teachings of thia modern dispen-
sation.

Hitherto, in Asia more particularly, Occultism, as it
is termed, has been a light bidden sway from the gaze
of the multitude-, so, also, Spiritualism has been con-
fiicd to the few, very few; but now those hidden
resources of nature, these appliances for the elevation
a-id growth of man, are coming forth from the obscurity
i i which they have been—brought forth by the spiritual
dispensers of God's bounty—and woe to the man, or the
modv of men, who stand in the way to oppose, and
endeavour to hide them from mankind. Spiritual oper-
ations during the past fifty years have frequently
aoumed a prophetic aspect; indications hive been
given of a brighter future for man even on this earth.
It hath been declared that the time is at hand when the
materialistic barriers which separate the seen from the
unseen, shall be broken dowD.nnd through the rent-veil
there shall come, and there will go, to commingle on the
border land of the two worlds, the spiritual thoughts of
enlightened men both here and thero.

My dear friend, why should we not do our utmost to
hasten that day ? Are we to be bound by the conven-
tnalisin of our ecclesiastical rulors; is it at all desirable
io leave the matter in their hands? Nay, if that had
been the wont of men all through tho chapter, there
would have been none of those reformttions and ad-
v.meos which have arisen as the result of what has been
denounced as rebellion against God, because against the
so-called Church, instigated and carried out by the
numerically few, but who are destined to triumph even
as light ever must over darkness, and freedom over
bondage. So will it be with Modern Spiritualism, a
system which makes brothers of men, and reveals God
& the loving Father of all; sweeps away all the crude
theological notions which havo afflicted man so long,
and in the knowledge of the truth makes him free—not
the freedom of licentiousness, as has been insinuated by
those who ought to kuow better, but a freedom to grow
wiser, to acquire greater self respect, in which every
man shall serve his generation according to the will of
God ; and when he has fulfilled his earthly career, to
pass on to higher regions, higher attainment«; and
higher uses.

| can assure you, my dear friend, that it is thus
Spiritualism shapes itself to my mind; it is thus it
brightens my prospects; and if on this pathway of
earth-life it is inevitable that difficulties arise, and many
things to try the patienee, we have on the other hand
this advantage: to those whose eyes are opened it is
perceived that the field of struggle ami warfare on
which wo stand, is surrounded by the horsei and chariots

«of fire, tho hosts of spiritual intelligence«, the angels of
the inner life who, as the agents of a loving Father, are
here to strengthen, cheer, and make victorious the
faithful workers who seek not their own but the good of
their fellow-men ; the men and women who by a life of
self-denial call God to witness that they seek the eleva-
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tion, purity, and happiness of their race. the living,
progressing, and earnest souls who, against all odds,
fight the good fight even to the death!

In my next letter, I hope to call your attention to
several works on Spiritualism, which it may be profit-
able to you to read; and in my twelfth, to bring my
present endeaviurs to a conclusion. Meantirn», believe
mo—Your faithful fig, 1 J B

Melbourne, January, 1882.

SPIRIT COMMUNICATION.

Tim following is one of a series of communications
forwarded to us by Dr. J. K. Barnett, of Tmtaldra. They
are received at a “ Home Circle,” and we are informed
that tho medium never went to school, acquiring all her
education from an elder sister, and is incapable of writ-
ing normally what she d<>ei under influence. The circle
is attracting considerable attention in the neighbour-
hood, it being customary to admit friends and investi-
gators. )

Nov. 15th, 1881.
Car. B. and self. Extra sitting.

Remark by J. K B —" May we sit privately on other
nights than our regular tne to receive your communi-
cations concerning the pamphlet mentioned at our last
sitting ?”’e

My dear Friends,— We are truly glad whenever
an opportunity is granted unto us of shewing tho in-
terest we take in all your movements, and how willingly
we do try to teach or expound anything that is withiu
the range of our knowledge.

Therefore, should you ut any time desire to meet us,
do not hesitato so to do.

Now, then, let us to tho subject which you are so
anxious about. In the first place, dear friends, we do

not deem it necessary to allude in>re than briefly to
that which wo observe on tho outward cover of your
book, laid in readiness for our perusal. Like many
another outward appearance, the most that can be said
about it is that it savours strongly of egotism, inasmuch
as one has taken upon himself to denounce a matter on
which his ignorance isonly too apparent, and his bigotry
extremely to be deplored.

May that one receive enlightenment ere earth scenes
close on his visiou ; ere Ins soul is transported from out
the form of materialism that now holds it Agan, do we
observe a very strong phrase made use of in reference
to this most beautiful and comforting of our religious
or spiritual remiftitcentet of earth life. Thu aid which it
has rendered to many a h art-broken soul, has of itself
proved that it must be of Divine origin, for help and
comfort cannot come from aur other source—not tho
lasting kiud which omaiiates from this. Let me tell you
therefore, that whatsoever tends to spiritual good must
come from the only true source, and savoureth nought
of Satan, or, in other words, is not Satanic.

Dear friends, have we not placed very clearly before
you what is tho meaning or reason of the existence of
sin? It is the part which will always be attached to
our grosser or lower nature; and for this reason is it
that we find in all nations and in all classes this feeling
of sin and depravity exists. It is born within, as the
spirit or soul is also given birth to, and these two rau-
not be separated until the Almighty decree goes forth
for a dissolution. Satan, so called then, is within us.
Likewise also the Spirit of God; and between these two
is the conflict ever to be, and the victory must be gained
by one or the other.

Now does it become our dutv to strive to discover the
best means wheruby this evil nature may be repelled;
and if wu find that tierein is astrong incentive for good,
such as canuot be surpassed, we arc compelled to admit
that its origin is purely Divine, and not Satanic.

Having striven to settle this fully in your minds, let
us now proceed to tell you that in the perusal of a work
such as that one placed within your reach, it cannot fail
to be evident to your perception that it is written by a

* “ Spiritualism Forbidden of God : ill Source Satauic and not
Divine.”
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person to whom the mystery of soul-communion and
spiritual communication is quite misunderstood, and as
lightly bclu »id in.

In representing any subject, tbtfTi, by way of drawing
persons to our own views, we are nt all times apt to go
too strongly anJ unreasonably into the matter. Prejudice
carries a high hand and a strong power wheresoever her
disposition or tendency is allowed to be firmly induced j
and the one who yields to prejudicial impr -esions, is not
one calculated to bestow a good or reasonable mode of
thinking to any who may become aware of those views
which he is trying to inculcate Rather let a man weigh
dispassionately the merits and demerits of the subject
unuer discussion Let him not say within himself, this
is a subject on which 1 hold my own ideas! I am con-
vinced of their correctness! Let me now bring to
bear in its favour all the arguments which can be
adduced, and, rice vc'-ss, let mo throw into the
other scale all that will lessen the opposite side;
when completed | shall havo penned a clover
work, calculated to raise me in tho esteem of all thoso
who bold with me,and at the same time it cannot tail to
carry weight against that which 1 am so anxious to put
down. No' dear friends, this is not the way to tako
up any subject, especially one which ha begun to en-
gross the minds of many men of ability and clever
understanding.

Let one take it up with this feeling Here lies before
inc a matter or subject which is taking strong hold upon
many minds. Thoso of firm development «'an grasp it
lor themselves, but the leas favoured and more ignorant
claas must be guided in the right direction. Let me
row study this subject from every aspect. Let me
weigh its respective qualities. Let me teat it; au-J thru
having with the greatest consideration laid bare its
smallest intricacies, and opened it out fully to my own
satisfaction, placo the result in simple and easy form of
speech before my fellow-moo. Let them in their turn
weigh my views, and in the light of reason judge for
themselves if they be correct. By thia means a true
estimate of everv subject may be fairly gathered.

My dear friends, we desire to proceed with thia sub-
ject on a future occasion. Let us hope under conditions
as favourable. Good night!

MIHNIE

THE DIVERSITY OF MAN'S NATURE.

(A sriatTVAL Commvnication—Rrceived
B8IOXALLT )

Man, from the cradlo to the grave, is, aa a rule, owing
to thoweaknesa of the flesh, helpless—powerless to save
himself from ruin. Hence the need of a Saviour, or
rather of Saviours—Teachers: those who by their peculiar
organisation are enabled in larger measure than the
generality of men to receive inspirational impres-
sions or teachings from above; io fact to receive the
Holy Spirit, that Divine afflatus wherewith the saints of
old were wont to give utterance.

Just aa some are born poets or painters, so others are
endowed with spiritual gilts, often in conjunction with
those of the intellect. If, as can bo proved, no two
leaves are in all particulars exactly alike, is it probable
that any two minds are exactly similar, or endowed with
precisely the same gifts, in the same proportion? No.
We are aatiefiod that this is a correct statement bv
merely considering our own acquaintance with mankind
Variety, endless variety, io everywhere to be found.
Nature seems to be averse to duplicates

If only man would follow her example, instead of
striving to mould and fashion the plastic natures of the
young on some one stereotyped mode), how much better
it would bel!

le it not a common thing to see each member of a
large family receive, as nearly as possible, exactly the
name training, without the least consideration as to
whether it is a poplar or avine that is being dealt with ?
The former we know will not languish on the ground ;
what need then to surround it with props or supports ?
The latter, the vine, must needs be supported, or its
fruit will be sullied by contact with the earth. Thus is

Impbes-
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it that no two members of the human family require
exactly the same treatment What wisdom then is
nocessary for the perfect rearing of the human nursery !
This will account for much that is perplexing to man.
Home members turn out so badly, as it is called, because
the vine nover could become a poplar. Whilst others,
again, without much trouble from a parent’s band, stand
erect, simply because a poplar's nature is theirs. These
are they who, like beacons, point the way upward, ever
to the light! These know they merit no praise for being
what they are; nor will they condemn those whose
natures lead them to the earth, but will be willing to
support them in their efforts to climb, feeling that it ie
a blessed thing to have strength enough for both.
K.
Castlemaine.

THE TELEPHONE.

We are in receipt of two lottors from Northorn
Queensland complaining of the theology and defective
definitions of Spiritualism which appear in the above
I>urnal. In October last we published a letter from
" G. 8 of a similar teoor, and shortly after received
two temperately-written letters in defenc« of ths
paper, which want of space prevented our inserting. It
would be manifestly unfair to publish the present cor-
respondence without allowing tho friends and sup-
porters of tho Telephone to justify themselves, and we
cannot at present spare spacw for a controversy on tho
merits and demerits of our Queensland contemporary.
We would remind our correspondents that the paper
referred to professes to be an exponent of “ Christian
>piritualism,” and that its utterances cannot implicate
the geueral body of Spiritualists who ignore doctrinal
limits.

The conductors of the journal appear to ba actuated by
a sincere desire to present what they conceive to be
truth, and are tolerant in their allusions to those who
differ from them. Until we have evidence that appear-
ances deceive us, we must respect them for this, bow-
evor much we may differ from them theologically.

The Reformer of January lIth contains the first part
of Mr. Walker’s lecture on ““Tho Jews and Gentiles."
with an intimation that the conclusion will appear in
next issue. The continuation of “ Nabi Coamo’s” article
on the “Probable Age of the World” is given as a
supplement.

The Scotsman ol November 8th contains a leadin’
Article, commenting upon the utterances of Professor
Flint, at the opening of the Divinity Class at the Edin-
burgh University. This eminent Doctor of Divinity
not only grasps the true statue of religious thought, but
expresses unreservedly his opinions about it. Ho say«
—" The time is past when a statement was listened to
with special respect because it was uttered in a pulpit”
Indeed he says—* There are some large and influential
sections of society in which an opinion Ims not more but
less influence than is its due, becauso it happens to be
maintained by a man with “Reverend" prefixed to his
name.” He calls upon tho clergy to put aside sacerdotal
pretentions, and * meet any kind of infidelity, heresy,
or hostile criticism, in a fair and rational fanuer. They
must attain influence through their “ intellectual, moral,
and religious attainments; through vigour of intellect
and largeness of heart; through the extent, solidity, and
refinement of their culture.” It is earnestly to be
hoped that not only the Doctor’s class, but bis col-
leagues will take his words to heartand profit by them ;
though we fear that some of the latter will find the
truths be has uttered too unpalatable for present accep-
tation.

The Victorian Association of Spiritualists havo
removed their platform from the Temperance Hall to
the Opera House, where Mr. Thomas Walker has been
lecturing every Sunday evening to large audiencea.
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can it be?
A Stobt of tbk Dar.
BT E CYRIL HAVILAND

(Continued.)
CHAPTER IV.

A couple of days after the events narrated in the last
chapter, Joseph Kingsbury came in to see me, to My
that he had a letter from his friend Dr. Scrag, who was
certain that Jamioson was only a conjuror, and that he
would come down and see him in a day or two.

Joe showed me part of Scrag's letter, where he Mid,
““these so-called spirit manifestations are nothing more
than smart conjuring, originated in Yankee lanJ bv some
rule trickster ~ Silly, soft-hearted women get taken in,
but it is rare that men with an ordinary amount of
brains are deluded by them. If you look in the paper
you will see almost daily exposures of these mediums,
and | will gladly avail of your invitation to come and
see for myself.”

“That's right, Joe; that's a good, fair reasonable
letter, and like all remarks made by those ignorant of
the subject not worth an argument.”

“1 can't wait now,” Mid Joseph. “ I only stopped in
passing to tell you this, and so I'll be off.”

“ Don't forget Tuesday night for dinner, Jie,” | called
out as ho walked away.

| go in again to my wife and sister-in-law, who are
both busy over dresses, and for some time | don‘t
disturb them, as both are in a warm argument whether
*the China silk shall be trimmed with ceriso or with a
handkerchief silk, and whether it shall bo shirred or
made plain *

When this baa been decided io favour of tbe hand-
kerchief silk and tbe shirring, | venture to speak.

< My dear, about Tuesday nigbt You know the
Bnmtons are coming and Joe Kingsbury; and | was
thinking of asking Brisclcy and Jamieson ; wbat do you
my 7"

““Oh yes, have Mr Briscley,” says Mary Langton;
“hr does play beautifully in what you call trance ”

“| see no Bbjection, says my wife. “ Shall | write

note» to them ?”

“No, it io not necessary ;
when I'm in town."”

I: Was not Mr. Kingsbury here just now, Tom ?** Mary
asks.

*Yes ; he called to tell me that his friend Dr. Scrag
is coming to town to bowl Jamioson out.”

“Well, ho might have come in,” says Mary.

" He was in a hurry and could not wait," | reply. And
then 1 go out and leave them to their work.

Tuesday arrives at Iml, and tbe sun is just beginning
to turn the few grey clouds that are floating about into
crimson and gold, as Bronton with bis wife and daughter
come» in. Lily Bronton look”prettier than ever this
evening, and she io full of spirits in consequence of her
coming trip to Queensland.

presently Jamieson and Briscley arrive together, and
are duly introduced, and we all walk up and down tbe
garden path in tbe sunset chatting.

Walter Briscley is a trance medium. He io fot a
professional, and has only spoken or played in trance in
private circles. In his normal state be knows nothing
of music, and I do not believe could tell one note from
another.

This is the first timo Bronton or bis wife and daughter
have met Jamieson, and | bear Mrs. Bronton, who is
walking with my wife, Lily, and Jamieson, just behind
Mary, Mr. Bronton, Briscley, and myself, asking him
questions about the rapping, which be tells them
happens about bim wherever be may be.

Just then Joe Kingsbury arrives, and Mrs. Hawk
leaves us to get dinner ordered up. Joseph was intro-
duced to Briscley, and we still walked up and down in
the gloaming.

“1 mv, Tom,” Mid Joe, “ wbat flower is this F"

““That's a petun I reply, crowing to him; Wwhy
you ought to know-------- "

I’ll call in and see them
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“*Of course 1 do; but | just made the chance to tell
you not to My anything of Scrag before them. You
nave not, have you ?"

= Certainly not. There goes the dinner bell.  Let us
go in.”

“Tom. Hear, Mid Mr» Hawk, in an aside,as | passed
her, ‘seat Lily next Jamieson, will you? She'«en-

chanted with him.”

* But Kingsbury —"

“ Bother Kingsbury.”

So we sat down, and | need not mention our order
of sitting, further than that Lily sat next Jamieson, with
Kingsbury on the other aide of her.

We were about half way through dinner wheu | heard
three loud raps on the table

““Halloa, Mr. Jamieson,” | Mid, “your fneods are
here.”

*Yea,” he replied; “ Miss Bmntf wanted to know
if they were present, and they answered her.”

" | feel very interested. Mr. Hawk,” Mid Lily.

“ Andsodo 1,” added Mrs Brunton.

“ 1 would like to be staying here longer & have the
opportunity of seeing more ofitr Lily weut on, “but |
shall be leaving on Friday."

* Are you goingaway. Miss Bronton ?** Jamieson ask«.

* Yes ; to Queensland  But du you know | think it
io delightful to (eel that after death you can otill com-
municate with your friends on this earth It takes away
all grief of dying.”

* But do vou think, Mr. Jamieson, that God approves
of thia?" Mr Bronton asks, in a very serious tone.

Three loud raps answer him.

* Most decidedly, Mr. Bronton. | think that true
Spiritualism is the purest religion. It teaches every-
thing that is good ; and the true Spiritualist that feels
that Ins father, mother, wife, brother, or other relative
is always watching him, has much more fear of doing
bad actions than the Christian. 1 mean, of courae, the
now.a days Christian.”

“Well, I don't My 1 know notbiog about Spiritualism,
but from what 1 have heard of it 1 have formed my
opinions.”

By thia time, having finished dinner, | propose an
adjournment to the veundah for a fandk the ladies
go upstairs with my wile to have their regular after-dinner
gOMip.

So we ait down, with cigars and pipes, on the verandah
chairs, and the moon, which is just rising full, throws
long shadows across the lawn.

“Now, Mr. Jamieson, seriously speaking, do you really
believe that these raps and taps come from spirits who
have left this earth?” asks Mr. Bronton.

“ Most assuredly 1 do ™

N But Christianity and Spiritualism arc and alwars
must be deadly fdes, My« John Bronton. * The Bible,
we arc told, contains tbe faith once for all delivered to
the Mints.”

“ Well, Jack,” I interpose, “ | find by experience it is
no use arguing the religious side of Spiritualism with
auch unbelievers in Spiritualism as you are.  You must
come to it by using your own reason and judgment.
That the phenomena are facta is beyond argument, for
your own sense can convince you of that, and when you
bare thoroughly studied and become certain then you
are---—--*

“ Excuse me, friend; but | have listened to you for
some time, and 1 thought I might help a little with this
gentleman My name does not matter ; it would not
help you in tbe least."”

“ What's up, Tom ?* Joe asks, in a low whisper ; * has
Brisclcy gone mad ?”

" It's only a spirit controlling him. Well friend, what
have you to say on the subject. These two gentlemen
Mr. Bronton and Mr. Kingsbury, are sceptics, and tbev
do not understand how you speak through Mr. Briscley?’

« | know. Friends, I come to-night because I thought
I migh give you a different idea of Spiritualism to that
which you have. Spiritualism is no forbidden thing of
God ; itis forbidden by man, it is forbidden by priests.
not m> much from fear of its shaking the church, which
| must aay the moat of them bare thorough faith in, and
believe to be truly founded on a rock, but .t io forbidden
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by priests and avoided by so many aimply through
ignorance We Rpiritualiats are true Chriatiana; we
believe and love God He ia our centre, our essence of
Nature. He io the one ruler of the universe of tount

less millions of star worlds, revolving round one another
throughout endless s|«ce  Truly, has it been said, * the
heavens tell the glory of God, and the firmament showeth
His hsndiwork ' God is God witk ut He is no abstract
being that we fear to meet, for every Spiritualist knows
that every had action ol his must be worked off in his
spirit life in this summer laud. Would you ask mo any
questions ?"

" Fes." said Kingsbury, striking a match and looking
closely at Briscley by its light; “ 1 want to light my
cigar, but 1 hop« the flare docs not disturb you. 1 would
like you to tell me what is your work in spirit land, as
you call it?"

* Well. Sir, we have our work. Some of us attend the
sick on this earth of yours, and soothe and help them.
A largo number of the reforms in your world originate
with us. and wo impress them on you, and then you think
they are your own ideas | believe from what | have
heard that you do not believe in any existence after your
earth life.  What do you suppose God made you for?*

“Well," said Joe. * that makes me ask you another
question before | can answer you. How am | to know
that there is a God 7"

* My dear Sir, 1 see you are a materialist, and | know
that materialists are very stubborn. But doyou suppose
that tbo life you have, tho very sense you hnvo to arguo
now in favor of materialism grew out of nothing ?*

“ Yes, it ovolved------

“Oh, it would lake too long to argue, and then you
would tied no satisfaction ; but | have hones you will
change your views before you reach this wide, where you
must be convinced most certainly. | hear the ladies
calling you, Mr. Hawk, wo | will say good-bye for the
present "

Joe here found it necessary to strike another match,
io the pretext of looking at his watch, but 1 could see
be wanted to watch Bnscley's actions. All he saw was
a alight jerk, and he heard a heavy sigh as Bnscley
opened his eyes and asked “ What was the matter?""

Then we all went in to the drawing room, and Jamieson
was immediately called by Mrs. Hawk to come over and
ait by them.

““Does not that hurt you, Mr. Brisclcy ?" said Jack
Bronton.

“ What—tho trance?"

““Yes; it must weaken you verv much.”

uOh. no; I don't feel it at all.”

A trill of laughter comes from the ladies' group, who
are lionising Jamieson, and | propose that we shall not
be left out tn the cold, for Kingsbury has gone over
already, leaving only Jack, Briacley, and I.

" What is the fun ?"* 1 ask, joining them.

“ Only Kroonanie," says L»ly.

One loud rap comes as a negative.

“ That is not right, he means,” said Jamieson.
name is not Kroonanie, but Koorawani.”

Three rape give assent.

* He's coming," aaid Jamieson.
going to apeak through me.”

Then hie eyes slowly close, and bis head sinks slowly
down. Lily Bronton gives a little start, and asks, “ la
be ill 7"

““Oh, no," | assure her ;
trolling him."

“How do, llawkum? Lot frien to-night.
much. Lady with flower name frighteu of me.”

“ No, Koorawani; she ia not used to it,” | reply, for
he has already taken possession of him.

*What docs he mean?** Mrs. Bronton asks me.

““You lillie squaw, her name same's flower name,” he
aays, pointing to Lily Bronton.

I explain hie meaning to them.

“ Mo likem you much ; you go soon in big shlp "

= Yeo, Koowani,” Lily sayo.

“ Koorawani go with you.
likem you much. Medum say * Koorawani you watch
lillie qguaw.  How do, Briscman ?  Big spirit chiefcome
talk outside just now. Sun bright; he like sun. He

““His

* | feel him. He ia

““it’s only Koorawani con-

Likom

Me love you. Medum
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high spirit; he say, Koorawani, *you do %, Koorawani
must. What your name ?"* be asks, pointing to Bronton.

m His name ia Bronton," I reply ; " he is flower squaw’s
father, Koorawani. This ia Mrs Bronton, her mother."

“ Me know," he says, laughing heartily ; “ be father
chief, she mother squaw, her lillie papoose. How do,
chief? glad see you. Hew do, no-apirit man ?"* he adds,
turning to Kingsbury.

“ What do you mean, Koorawani ?"* | ask.

“Him got no spirit Him say my medum humbug.
Not mean baa like, only brain squeezed up;
no room for thinks."

" Oh, | see. That's one for you, Kingsbury. Ho means
you cramp your brain, and don't allow your reason to
have free play,” I explain.

" llawkum man talk like book.
to-night.  Big white chiefs ; him Briscman'a play piano
spirit; him want to come, Ingin spirit. Him another
spirit what you call him long tail hang down ?"

“ Chinaman," | suggest.

“Yeo ; him ray mother squaw headache.

“ Does your head ache, Mrs. Bronton ?"* 1 ask.

“Yeo; slightly,” she replies.

““Long tail spirit say * muchee.’
good med'cin man cure.

“ He's going to cure you, Mrs.

"1 wish he would.”

“ Good-bye, lillie papoose, me go with you in big ship.
You feel sick me be there make you well. You go
Friday ; two days more. Good-bye all. How do, squaw
llawkum. Music man come to Briscman. llawkum bird,
lillie papoose flower name, much good. Ha, ha; squaw
llawkum good medium. Me come some day talk through
llawkum squaw. Good-bye all.”

Then slowly Jamieson seemed to come back to us
again.

We were sitting near a small walnut table, and there
came a sounding rap on the leg of it. Kingsbury, who
was watching Jamieson most acutely, said quickly,” Was
that a spirit rap ?"

Plenty spirit here

Him makes pam;

Bronton,” | explain.

“ | suppose so," I replied, for Jamieson was turning to
Lily Bronton.

““I don't think so. Tom,"” he answered. ““If you'll
oxcuse me, Mr. Jamieson, | am very anxious to

thoroughly study this thing, but | fancied 1 saw you
accidentally touch the table with your foot.”

“ When r"* asked Jamieson.

“That loud rap that came just now," eaid Joe.

“Ita very likely; | may have done so. | do not
remomber the rap. Perhaps | was hardly out of trance
when it occurred.”

But | could see Joe was not satisfied, so | changed
the subject, aud suggested that we should form a circle
to sit regularly every Wednesday night. Jamieson said
he could notjoin as he would not be able to sit regularly.
Briacley was shortly going over to Melbourne for a few
months. Bronton did not care about sitting, and Mrs.
Bronton, although she would have liked to sit, out of
deference to her husband, declined, and of course Lily
was going to Brisbane, so it narrowed down to Kings-
bury, Mrs. Hawk and myself, and we agreed to sit
regularly every Wednesday night at ton o clock for an
hour.

Briacley went in trance to the piano, and astonished
our visitors with bis masterly performance. The con-
trolling spirit gave his name as Jean Barralli, and foran
hour he played beautifully well-known airs and their
variations, and pieces he said werooriginal Ho said he
hoi)ed soon to be able to write piecos through bis medium

fancied Kingsbury was slightly joalous of Jamieson,
to whom 1 must say Lily was certainly paying great
attention. Sometimes Joe would ask her a question,
aud try to lead her into conversation, but she always
managed to answer him very shortly, generally in a
monosyllable, while Mary seemed to me to be trying to
make up to him for her inattention, not that Mary could
have known what | knew, so perhaps after all it was
mere fancy.

A little after eleven we broke up, and Mrs. Hawk and
I both promised to be down at the A. 8. N. wharf to
see Lily off.
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# 1 suppose it would be too much to expect you, too,
Mr Jamieson," »he Mid.

*Not at all; I ahall come with pleasure.”

Mr», r'.rooton’s beadache bad diMppeared, but she
was not inclined to credit the Chinaman with its cure,
| referring rather to put it down to tbe music, which bad
taken ber mind offit.

Soon all were gone away, after having, aa they ex-
pressed it, enjoyed a moat novel and pleasant evening
and when my wife and | were alone, Mary having
retired, the gave me to understand that Lily Bronton
waa head over car» io love with Jamieson at first eight,
and again | thought of Joe Kingsbury a warning that
he should not marry her.

(To be continued.)

THE LYCEUM; OR. THE EDUCATION OF THE
CHILDREN OF LIBERALS

A LtcTrar bt Mb. Thob Walekb ix Milbovbmb,
Jaxvabt Irr, 1882,

Tub education of the young should be tbe labour of tbe
wise and thoughtful. ~ From »he young of to-day come
the citizens and teachers of to-morrow. There is much
truth in the statement that “ Aa thbe twig is bent the
tree’s inclined.” This explains why there are so many
people in tbe world who are mentally and morally
crookedr Their thoughts and feelings have been forced
into a certain groove, which in after life they find it im-
possible to leave.

Very few realise what the object of education is, or
rather what it should be. With the sectarians in general
the object is little else than to make the child a good
Catholic, a good Churchman, or a good Wesleyan They
do not realise that the object of education should be to
make the child aa perfect a man or woman as it is capable
of becoming. Even Liberals, those who have got com-
paratively free from tbe trammels of creed, in the
majority of cases, disregard the necessities of the youth-
ful mind and character, and allow them to drift into the
old mould, and to get fashioned by the old standards
Hence we often meet with the children of Liberals in
the 8unday schools of the orthodox. To-day as | sat at
dinner, with a so-called Liberal, | waa asked what better
could be taught a child than the Church of England
catechism ?  There was not, it was argued anything bad
in the Church of England catechism, nothing essentially
hurtful to the child’s morals, whereas on the other hand,
the child learned two useful duties—its duty towards
God and its duty towards its neighbour “ And,” 1
replied, “ it also learns to bclievo in a literal Hell and a
Ix-rsonal Devil, which you koow very well have noactual
existence.”  Wo havo no right to teach our children un-
truths, for in doing ao, instead of teaching them to be
moral, we arc sowing the seeds of immorality.

It is a great mistake to imagine that it is necessary
for children to be told lies that they may be tbe more
easily " kept in ordep” The truth only is beneficial to
every rank and age. Itis no argument against this to
say that the child cannot understand your principles—
that it cannot grasp tbe truths that you accept Although
it cannot understand all that you can understand, you
can at least give it such truths as it is able to under-
stand. You need not tell it lies simply because there
are soms truths beyond its comprehension. Ifyour child
cannot grasp all that you can give it to-day, is it not a
sin for you, because of that fact, to so fill and cramp its
mind with error, with superstition and nonsenso, as in
all probability to prevent it being ever able to grasp it ?
Again | say if you caunot teach your child all you would
like at once, that is no reason why you should teach it
untruth»-.  Depend upon it you can never teach a child
to be truthful by teaching it falsehood ; never give a
child knowledge when you arc nursing it in ignorauce;
never train a child to be self-governing aud self-acting
when you are making it a cringing slave or an igno-
minious theological serf. This is no straining a point,
for all systems of Sunday school education, having at
their root and basis tho establishment of the priesthood,
the preservation of superstition, and the domination in
.our midst of a theological hierarchy are based upon
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| tyranny.  They, therefore, tend to destroy our man-
hood, and to place us in bondage before we know
what slavery means.  Whilst we are young we are
fettered, and as age steals upon us wo grow callous
to our slavery, and it may be even unconscious
of iL  The Roman Church, therefore, with ths wisdom
of the slave bolder has said * Give us your children and
you can take the men ™ Other theological bodies have
discovered tbe value of the same course, and they
respectfully beg that you will send vour children to their
Sunday schools, and allow them to be educated by their
* spiritual” pastors and masters. Some have even gone
so far as to advocate tho children being taught rel gion
in their secular education. Why? Because they know
that if t'je obrgyman, Sunday school teacher, and every-
day school master attend well to their business, they will
ao cramp and derange tho faculties of tho young that
they will ever afterwards be impervious to tbe influence
of common sense  Whilst they »re yet children the
dark pall of error and superstition will be drawn across
the sun of knowledge and truth, and their minds will be
fettered whilst they are incapable of resistance.
Orthodoxy is manufactured al tbe cradle Young minds
are naturally curious, and desire to know the truth con-
cerning what they daily see about them. But they are
also believing, confiding, and trusting, and if we tell
them lies when they are confiding, believing, and trust-
ful, they will accept those lies, and believing them to be
true, they will cherish and carry them with them through
life. 1o thia way tbe young are mentally and morally
poisoned, and prepared to accept the cruel superstitions
of all times and all ages

It is supposed by Christians at large, and, | regret to
say, by some of our liberal friends, who have not reJly
thought upon the problem, that in spite of the little
errors that are met with in the church, there is some
restraining force, and some moral lessons taught within
it which it is beneficial for the child to Icel and know.
The Ten Commandments for instance What better could
you teach a child P—I have heard many a father ask.
Well, now, strange as it may appear, | think it is provable
that the Ten Commandmenu are uot only imperfect,
but actually immoral. | can only give you a few reasons
for this conclusion to-nigbt, though I think they will be
sufficient to substantiate my assertion. The first one of
these Ten Commandments dictates:—Thou shalt have
none other gods but te." Now who is supposed to have
commanded that? The god of the J-ws who com-
Olanded and committed every crime which is to be fount
iu the criminal calendar | can scarcely conceive of
anything more immoral than to worship such a god. To
relate his exploits to the young is to familiarise them
with sin, and to impress villiany with the authority and
seal of tbe Almighty.

The second commandment read», “ Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above or in the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under tbe earth.” That command-
ment, as Col. Ingersoll says, was the death of Jewish
art It stopped the painter's brush, paralysed the
sculptor's arm, defaced the breathing image from tho
canvas, and turned the gonius of Phidias into a crime.
If Christians bad followed out the advice given in this
commandmeul as strictly ns the Jews have, Michael
Angelo, Leonards da Vinci, and Even Gustave Doru
would have been impossible.  Ifthe Romans and Greeks
had had such a commandment, the beautiful marble
statuary which has commanded the admiration of the
world, enriched the treasures of the earth and added to
the pleasures of life, would never hare etartea from tho
solid rocks with the form, the grace, the beauty, and, ono
would almost think, the life of the Olympian gods aud
goddesses.

But this commandment is pernicious furthermore, in-
asmuch as it falsifies the facts of geology and geography.
It speaks of heavens above, the earth beneath, and tbe
waters under tbe earth. Will some Christian kindly
tell us what and where those waters are under tbe earth ?
It won’t do to My that it means the waters ““in"* or “o0s™
the earth, for it expressly root, lions * the waters under the
earth.” Where are they ? Tho writer of such a sentence
evidently knew nothing of geology, but believed with
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the Psalmist that the earth was founded upon th« seas,
and established upon the floods.

* Remember the Sabbath day Co keep it holy.............
For io six ay the Lord mado heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day.
Wherefore the Lord blessed tho seventh day and hallowed
it"" Is this true? Did God make the univorae in six
literal days? This, tho fourth commandment,assures us
that he did. Science has demonstrate!) the contrary
Instead of the universe having been either created or
made not quite six thousand years ago. we now know
that even our little earth has existed for countless
millions of years. The Christian of course will meet me
here and say, “ You make a mistake; you aro misrepre-
senting the Scriptures. It does not mean six davs of
twenty-four hours Il moans six indefinite poriods of
time.  All right wo will read the fourth commandment
with this amendment,” Remember the seventh indefinite
period to keep it holy. . . . For in six indefinite |»eriods
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, ami all that
in them is, and rested the seventh indefinite period.
Wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh indefinite
period and hallowed it."" That would be the strict
rendering of the fourth commandment, if we were to
accept the theological interpretation of it. Our soventh-
day Sabbath depends upon the literal interpretation of
the word " day,” and it tho six days mean six indefinite
iieriods, the seventh io an indefinite period also, and
luetcsd of having your sabbath every seventh day, you
ought to have your Sabbath every seventh indefinite
period, and if those j»criods were each a million of years
long, then for six millions of years you ought to work
and toil, and then for one million of years you ought to
rest yourselves and onjny a good long Sabbath ' Conse-
quently you will perceive that the fourth commandment
is astronomically, geologically, geographically, and
historically incorrect. There is An astronomical lie, a
geological lie, a geographical lie, and an historical lie in
it. kour lies, and you think to make your children
moral by telling these lies to them' It cannot be done.
The only possible morality is that of truthfulness, and
tho sooner we know this and act upon the knowledge
the sooner we shall have a moral community

Another untruth in regard to these commandments is
the assertion that they are not of human origin, but that
they aro the revelations of an infinite God. Thoro are
peoplo who cannot conceivo how it is possiblo for man
to invent such laws, as ““Thou shaft not steal,” ““Thou
shall not bear false witness against thy neighbour,™ Ac.
It takes a god to tell us that a man should not rob his
neighbour, and take away tbe fruit of his industry ! If
Uod had not told us this we should have thought it right,
after we had cleared a piece of ground, planted it with
potatoes which wo had laboured to procure, watched
those potatoes growing, wooded them, hood them, and by
dint of hard toil brought them to a fruitful crop, we
should have deemed it right, then, for a man who had not
given one hour's toil towards the result, to drive his
horses into our field, cart our potatoes away, and sell
them for hie own profit at the nearest market' It needs
no god to tell a man that what he has truly earned is bts,
and that other men have no right to take it from him.
Bucb commandments need only common sense and selfish-
ness to form them, and many nations have bad them who
never even beard of Moses. Truly what is natural to
human nature needs no revelation to make it known.

I wish you to clearly and constantly bear these facts
in mind, oecause they will lessen your revercoce for a
book that has been banded down to us from the ignorant
people of antiquity, and which we have upheld aud
looked upon for so many generations as a direct revela-
tion front God. It is well we should know the facts, both
pro and eon, and then we can appreciate what good
qualities there may be in that book. But we cannot
estimate either good or bad until we know on what level
to place it, and we can only get to tbe level that we
should give tbe Bible by being fearless in our criticism
upon it.

Well, then, it is said, io the Sunday school there is at
least one good done to tbe children, and that is, they are
taught to be efvU of doing wrong. That is a very
iMsiora/ thing. We should never teach our children to
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do right from fear. The Christian system of teaching
children to do right, by telling them that if they do
wrong thev will get a thrashing for it; that somewhere
in the Universe there is a great big fire that is always
burning, and will never die out; that there is a pit with-
out a bottom—if ouch a thing be possible—and into this
fire and bottomless pit they will be for ever frying and
frixxling if they do wrong, is far from being an excellent
or moral way | daresay some of you will remember
those good old times when over the mantelpiece there
used to hang tbe strap or the birch rod, as a sort of
family and familiar image to look at, to fill the mind with,
and, if the least thing was done that was wrong, to be
taken down and shaken in the face. or still worse, to be
felt on the back. You can romomber those good old
times, and what good children you were when your
fathers thrashed you vigorously with the strap or birch
rod for your little transgressionsj bow many angels
did such a system make? Not one. It is love not fear
that has given to man his nobility. The strap never yet
developed a noble quality in a child; on the contrary, it
causes the child to resent its treatment, for if tbe father be
cruel it must call up cruelty in the heart of hie child.
Those children are only good, are only honest and noble
whose nobility is appealed to, whose benevolence is called
out, and whose latent qualities of truthfulness, kindness,
and love aro developed by tbe soft and gontle influence ol
the parents. This is the education to give to your children
—that of drawing out the good that is in them, not
that of trying to make them good through fear. No min
is @ moral man who only does good because be is afraid
of going to hell if be does not.  His nature is still bad
at the bottom, and bis desire to do ill is not remove!.
We must cultivate our desires to do good by appeal-
ing to the host part of our natures, and by exercising
them, instead or submitting to our cowardice. *"Oh,but
what a world we should have without Hell and the
Devil," says the Christian. “ We should all be cutting
each others throats! Every man would be a thief, a
liar. Ac.” When men get educated enough to do away
with tbe devil they get educated enough to respect
the truth, to respect honesty, and to know what
virtue means, and they also become courageous
enough to practise these virtues. Supposing this room
was filled with Christians to-night, and | had such
powers of logic as to be able to overthrow entirely the
belief in the existence of tho devil and hell, doycu mean
to tell me that after | had dono this you would dig your
bands into jour neighbour's pockets and take out their
purses? That before you got out into the street you
would begin fighting and quarrelling and murdering each
other? Let me assure you, my friends, you would be just
as good without a hell as with it, and a good deal better,
for if you believed that God wm good you would try to be
God like by being good, but if you bolieve that God is
bad, then you can only bo God liko by being bad your-
selves. Ifyou believe that God so hnteth the world as
to burn nine tenths of it, while be flatters the other
tenth by taking it to heaven ; if you believe that God is
vindictive and revengeful, aud that before you came into
existence ho made a deril to tempt you, and a hell to
roast you in, why you are not so very bad if you do a
few things of tho same kind yourselves. 1f God can do
wrong, why not you ? Consequently such a belief io tho
injustice of tho Infinite distorts your own minds, works in
your own natures, and causes you to be worse than you
otherwise would be.

Now let mo just show how it is supposed that children
are to be made better by the Catechism. Here is one of
the questions that is to improve tbe child: “ What did
your godfathersand godmothers promise foryon ?”” “They
did promise and vow three thing« in my name, first, that
I should renounce tbe devil and all bis works, tbe pomps
and vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts
of the flesh j secondly, that I should believe all the
articles of tho Christian faith ; and thirdly, that I should
keep God's holy will and commandments, and walk in
tbe same all the davs of my life."" First, “ that I should
renounce the devil” Will our Christian friends first
prove tbe existence of such a being ? They cannot,
though here we have a clear assumption ofhisexistence.
Now, whilst a child believes there is a devil, it must bo
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afraid of it. Fear, cowardice, is the most deepicable
of moral Hisease Whilst there is a great bugbear
like tbe devil to be afraid of, that child is a slate. Take
the deni away and it begins to fee) its own manhood, its
own womanhood. Young as tho child may be, it begins
to develop an independence of disposition, and a strength
of character that were otherwise impossible.

Ifthere be a God there can be no devil. 1 venture
to give to you an illustration in support of this, for
which | am indebted to mv respected friend
Mr. Hugh Junor Browne. lie says, *"If there
is a devil 1 will prove to you that your God has
got a devil inside of Him.” Of course the Christian is
shocked. *How du you make that nut?” “ Well,
where is your God?” ““Oh, our God io infinite: our
God is everywhere." “All right; then where ie the
Jerrit He must be inside your God.” If God be &very
where then is no room for the devil, and if there be a
devil in this universe God is not omnipresent, because
where tho devil is you cannot suppose God to be. If
there be a devil, to the extent and size aud power of
that devil, God is leas than omnipotent» less than
omnipresent and less than infinite. You can take the
consequences as you please. If God be io6uite there is
uo devil; if there be a devil God is not infinite.

It is furthermore considered necessary for the child
to helirre all tbe articles of the Christian faith! There
mto be no demonstration ; no proof; no support; but
simply belief. And what does believing mean r It means
assenting to anything, however preposterous it may be,
that you are told to assent to by the clergy. It isa very
pleasant doctrine, of course, for the clergy, but then it is
not very pleasant for men of scuse and intellect, and men
of progress. 11 is convenient fur tbe clergy in this way.
Huppuse me to bo a clergyman, and that | have here
before mo a number of children, and 1 say
to these children, *Now, | am going to tell
you certain things, but before | tell you these things |
wuh you to understand that you have got to believe
every one of them. Ifyou don't believe them there isa
God in this universe who, when you die, will take you
sod put you into a fire. In this fire there io a great big
fiend, and this fiend will torment you for ever. There
are lots of imps besides this fiend, and these also will
torment you. Remember that, my dear children. You
have gut to believe all I tell you, otherwise hell isyours.
Dare to disbelieve and you go to the bottomless pit.”
The children naturally are frightened. They see that
1 am older than themselves; that | appear to have
a certain amount of common mitise. 1 look to them
respeciablo and wise, and tho children naturally believo
me, more especially when they go home to their fathers
sad their mothers—those whom, ifanybody in this world,
they ought to respect—and ask, ““Mother, is that truo
which 1 was told by tho clergyman to-day ? Shall I go
to bell if I disbelieve the clergyman?' and mother
says, " Yes, my child, yes." M Father, is it true ?”” and
the father also, though be Mows in his heart it is not,
says“ Yes,child,yes " io tbe child very naturally believes
what it is told, and tho clergyman has secured a life sub-
scriber to his church. Such, 1 say again, is a kind of
morality which benefits tho clergyman, but which keeps
hypocrisy strong in the world, and keeps progressive

truths for ages in tbe background.

Of all tho peoplo attending church to-night, ninety-
nine out of every hundred go thore because they are
drawn by the invisible thread of fear. There is a subtle
cord attached to every human heart, and which reaches
to the pulpit. Every Sunday night this cord is pulled
by tho clergy, and tho people are dragged into church.
It is the cord of four. Cut that cord and tho clergy bavo
lost their control of tbe people, and tbe churches are
forsaken forever. Let uo cut it away from the hearts of
our young that they may no more be drawn into the
homd dens of superstition and hypocrisy.

What morality can there be in believing all that wo
are told without examination ?  What is tbe virtue of
swallowing tbe mistakes and falsehoods of tbe past with-
outa murmur? What better docs it make a man to
persuade himself that it is a crime for him to know more
than bio fathers? Mow can the world advance when it
is moored to an ignorant faith ?
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A man of faith, in the nineteenth century, io a man
fastened to a spar from tbe wreck ofa ¥l  of the past,
floating upon a treacherous oceao. tossed at the mercy
ofﬁhe waves of life, he knows not whither, he knows not
why!

Belief in dogma, for which no proof can be adduced,
may bo the morality ofthe priest, but it & never be
that of humanity. Dogma and morality are as different
as the dead and the living. Dogmas are ths shell« that
are found upon the shore of thought, whilst morality is
the living, moving ocean that washed them ashore. Life
that germinates in the ocean of thought are uur mor»|
deeds, and whatsoever is not born of thoughtfulness, or
which thought has forsaken, is fitting only lor achurchal
faith.

Whatsoever tends to improve and perfect
humanity is moral. Whatsoever tends tu make man
happier is moral, whilst on the other band, that which
increases our pains or adds to our sorrow, and tends to
envelope us in the cloud of misery and despair is immoral.
Dogma is immoral because it arrests the growth of the
mind, and blinds the eyes ol the soul with the dust of
barbarous creeds It has put to death the fearless and
the brave, imprisoned the honest and thoughtful, and
plunged the bloody knife of faith into tho snow-white
breast of science.

To be moral, that is to say, to aim at being as perfect
as circumstances will allow, we must exercise all the
faculties of which we are possessed in their proper sphere,
and in harmonious proportions. The church will not
admit of this, for it emphatically denies to us the right
to use our reason. It places faith above fact, and there-
fore destroys the value of knowledge It gives play only
to the feelings, but leaves the intellect to wither. For
what purpose was reoson and the intellect given to man
if they are not to be used, if men are to bo condemned
for following the light they give, and toroast forever fur
baring confidence in their aid ? God gave man reason,
and | know of no nobler gift. Therefore the exercise
of the noblest gift must be pleasing to the infinite being
who gave it unto mail. Then wo canuot poss'bly bo
moral so long as this faculty is Irft uncultivated.

When we get out of the realms of tbe church, we can
use all the good that is in the church with tbe additional
good found outside of it.  Freethought does notdestroy
a single moral instinct, does not destroy one moral
tendency, one noble power in man, but it adds others
which ail systems of religion have excluded. The Roman
Church, the Anglican Church, in fact all the churches,
permit you to go in one direction, but stop you going in
others. They, therefore, dwarf you. They causoyouto be
only partially developed. They cut away your indepen-
dence, common sense, and reason,and leave you prostrate
in the dust.

What is the beat education then to give to children ?
That education which never tells them a lie, but which
teaches them to respect tbe truth; which trains them to
love and practise tbe virtues because they are such ;
teaches them to do right for tbe love of right; to hate
wrong and therefore to abstain from it; that encourages
their young minds to appreciate whatsoever is virtuous,
bouevolent and noble ; that aims at creating an indepen-
dent spirit within them, a spirit that will develop itself
and grow like the flower of the field, without any assist-
ance or help from without save that which tends to draw it
out. Those about children should be tho magnots, as it
were.drawing from within to tbe surface the best powers of
the child, directing them to their true expression, and
pointing them to their noblest aims. Such is the educa-
tion given in the Children’s Progressive Lyceum. Itis
an education which gives tbe child room for expansion,
and enables it to exercise it« faculties from their earliest
dawn. Teaching tbe child to exeicise it« faculties enables
it to strengthen them, since tbe more they are exercised
the strongor and more harmonious they become, until
thus rightly developed they ultimate in the most perfected
human being possible for these present times. The educa-
tion of the Lyceum teaches the child to think for itself»
to reason for itself, to judge for itself, to know for itself
and to act for itself. In tbe Christian religion the child
has simply to follow in his father's footsteps, and depend
on tbe clergyman and tbe schoolmaster until he io
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twenty-or»« years ofage. What is he worth when he
afterward» got» out into the boisterous world ? He ia
totally unfitted to take care of himself. But man in
water for the first time and he cannot swim ; he sinks
naturally. When you put holla around your swimmer
to support him without sny effort of his own, he is unable
tn support himself when afterwards ho is deprived of
thorn. A child brought up in orthodoxy has all the belts
of creed and dogma put around him, and consequently
hr never learns to support himself by hie own strength

The moment the ereedal belts are taken away he sinks.
And that is the policy of the whole church, in order to
prevent the child daring to think for itself. They wrap
these belts of orthodoiy »round it, and it is supported
in the waters *»( thought by the aid of these, and these
alone. Take these awav and it is in danger of its life

Such is the education of the church, whereas that of the
Liceum is to enable the child to support itself in the
waters of thought and life without there aids and assist-
ances Development and unfohlment like that of a flower;
not the cramping of the mind with dogmatic doctrines, but
the calling out and exercising all the powers of thought
witbin—Such is true education. Act to the child as the
Pun to the flower, which calls out by degrees the beauty
and perfume, the symmetry and perfection of the lily of
the field, and the modest snowdrop on the banks of the
flowing stream. Such is the method employed in the
Progressive Lyceum. It is an institution to which every
Liberal in Melbourne should send his children, because
there, and there alone, in the systems of education at
present in vogue, is the child taught to think for itself,
to act for itself, and to develop all the inherent resources
of its being. There the child is taught to bea republican
from ita birth ; a freethinker from infancy; a living of
thought whilst it is yet young ; to act whilst othtrs are
almost in their cradles. Thus, when it grows to man-
hood, the duties and responsibilities of existence are
familiar to it, and it goes from the one institution into the
grander and greater institution of the world, prepared
there to act from the opinions and training it has received

All ita powers have become drawn out, and it io a more
perfect man than under any other system of training
could have been possible.

The Lyceum is a little Republic. Its leaders, its
officers, its president are all elected by the votes of the
members Each child, therefore, learns the responsibility
of a vote. It learns to think before it votes, for
experience teaches it that an unwiso choice of governors
entails suffering or disappointment upon itaelfand others.
When it votes wisely and selects a good leader or con-
ductor, the result is happiness to all concerned. Hence
bv degrees it learns to discriminate between the fit and
the unfit, and to know that there io ouch a thing aa“ the
right man in the right place.”

With ouch a training the child grows up to manhood’s
estate, and becomes a citizen of a great realm He is
cow able to apply the experience he has gathered, and
tn employ the results of observation and reason in pro-
moling the welfare ofsociety. He fully understands the
nature ofa vote, and the evils that ignorance and thought-
lessness may bring upon him and others. Ho has learned
the value of “‘representation” and tbe disasters of
tyranny. He knows that thoso whom he assists in elect-
ing arc the servants of the [>eople, and not their masters.
Ho adores liberty and hates oppression. He applauds
£'0gress, but abhors stagnation. He loves humanity,

ut dreads superstition. He admires the leader, but
distrusts tbe despot, and he votes for principles which
tend to ennoble bis race.

Self-reliance, self-sufficiency, and self-support are tbe
fruits of a good education. Whoever isa burden to him-
self is a weight around tbe neck of society, and neces-
sarily diminishes the sum of human ioy.

To make men happier is to five them liberty and en-
couragement to become individuals. In the orthodox
Bunday school the object ia tn mako avoir child alike.
In tbe Lyceum the tendency is towards individuality and
variety. The higher the growth and development of an
organism and the greater its variety. The lower an object
is in the scale of existence and tbe greater sameness of
all its parte. The worm may be divided again and again.
Each division is another worm. In man all the organs

are differentiated—each organ
functions. The organs are notsimply repetitions of each
other They have become specialised In like manner
is it with communities. In a savage community all men
think, believe and act alike. Take one man and question
him on the faiths, history and customs of his tribe, and
you have eihaiiated the wisdom of his people. In civilised
society difference of opinion and knowleogo is the rule.
Every man moves in an orbit of his own, and has bis
specialised mental and physical peculiarities to distinguish
him from all others. It is, therefore, both foolish sad
immoral in a civilised community to attempt to force all
men into the same habits of thoughts and paths ofinstruc-
tion. As well attempt to make men look alike as fores
them all to think alike. This fact is recognised in ths
Lyceum, and therefore the object of education that it
affords is to allow and encourage variety. A the stars
differ in their glory, the planets in their magnitude, and
the comets in their courses, so should the thoughts of men
bo subject unto change. Variety is the aim of nature.
From tho stars that bedeck the Armament of night, to the
dewdrops that glitter on the leaves of the ruse, variety is
the law  Tho trees that wave in the forest, the grass
that carpets the earth, the rivers that flow to the sea
give evidence of the same fact. No two blade« of grass
alike, no two leaves on the tree alike—change, differentia-
tion. variety, meet us everywhere.

Then why should our thoughts be copies ofeach other ?
They are such only so long aa they are deprived of the
atmosphere of freedom. Give them liberty and what
endless variety and independence do they display ' As
luxuriant and various as the flower« in the garden of a
Prince, as prolific and abundant as the huos ofan Autumn
forest at tne sotting of the sun, as grand and numerousas
the silent stars that keep tbe watches of the night in ths
infinite sea of axure.

But many who hear me to-night may find it impossible
to send their children to the Lyceum Insucha caso it
only becomes their duty to see that the minds of their
children aro kept free from the influence of pnestcralt
and faith. Keep your children away from the Munday
schools, for there the breath of suncr«tition will wither
their souls, and dry up the natural fountains of the Heart
Teach your children such truths as they aro cal>able of
receiving, but above all things keep th?ir minds, a« far
aayou have power, free from error. Do not leach them
fables, with the hope that they will boimproved thereby.
Your child will not bo made hotter, but worse, by being
told that Bninson had hie strength in his hair; that Kve
was made from a rib; that snakes and donkeys can talk;
that Mrs. Lot was turned into salt; that at the blowing
of horos the walls of Jericho fell; that Jonah was
swallowed by a fish, and that Shadrach, Me«hsch and
Abednego stood in a fire without being burned. To teach
a child such folly is to degrade it, and to render it unable
to rightly value the truth. In the place of Jewish fables,
excite the wonder of the child by tne facto of Science, and
feed its curiosity by the truths of Nature. Educate itm
the atmosphere ofyour knowledge, love and freedom, that
it may grow up a man instead of a slave, and belong to
the aristocracy of intelligence rather than to the sluvery
of faith.

performing ita own

AT EVENTIDE.
Ix ths evening, when the shadows have oat-lengthened o'er the
land.

Comes a peaceful, holy feeling, that my soal can snderWand ;
Come the dear ones | have cherished ; come tbe form« I love »0

well.
Clust'nog round me in tbe evening, when the day baa lulled its

Faces come and gate upon me with a greeting once again ;

Hands are preasod upou my forehead, softly soothing grief and
pain *

Voices round me gently whisper—breathingsin the air arc they—

Angel forms como back to kiss me, though so long they psaaed
away.

And my soul prays loud within me to the Ood who reigns above:

» Such, my Father, are Thy blessings—tbe outpouring of Thy
lovej*

For my heart would cease its beating, did my dead not live tome.

Messengers of hope and comfort, breathing Immortality.

E. CYRIL HAVILATU
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JOTTINGS ON PASSING EVENTS.

] omck heard an outspoken parson of tho Anglican body
tonfei  that tht clergy of bis Church consisted very
largely of "'rank duffers.”” The Kev. Thomas Jones, a
Congregational minister, lately of this city, seems to
chensli no very exalted opinion of bis dissenting brethren
This learned Abdiel—* among the ignorant, learned only
be"—»peaking in Swansea, Wales, stated that “ Non-
conforming pulpits were being filled by men, weak men.
men of no intellectual attainments—tools ; and were it
not that eight out of every ten of the hearers were un-
thinking and unreading listeners, such preachers would
never venture to ascend the pulpit stairs."”

Those are severe words, certainly; but Mr. Jones is
known & the * poet preacher,” and Bailey says in his
Jte/M that

* Poets are all who feel great truths
Ami tell them."”

Friends who remember Mr. Matthew W. Green, the
fluent-speaking but not too profound minister, who
debated with Mr. Thomas Walker in March, 1878, will
perhaps bo interested to learn that (according to
Dunedin juipers) the rev. gentleman has resolved upon
resigning Ins charge of the Christian Bisciples congre-
gation, hi order to enter upon politics.

Numerous “ Lives™ of the late General Garfield have
recently been published, and in most of them are allu-
sions, more or leas distinct, and moreor less inaccurate,
to Ins discussion with Mr. Wiiliam Denton on the
Origin of Man.  Perhaps the most curious of these is
that contained in Captain F. H. Mason's popular
biography of the deceased President, in which it is stated
that "Garfield met and completely overwhelmed his
opponent, who, ajter, that defeat, abandoned hit theory
[of Evolution] andgave up the.]lght againtt the intpiration
ofthe Bible."”

* After that" what can Mr. Denton mean by bringing
out editions of his ““Radical Discourses,” ““Common-
sense Thoughts on the Bible,” " Is Darwin right 2" etc.

The lives of both these men—Garfield and Denton—
exhibit much that is similar: indomitable energy, heroic
surmounting of difficulties, avidity for study, a bold
proclaiming of honest convictions, and much else. Mr.
J. 1. Powell's biography of the ““geologist and radical*
may be recommended as an interesting and reliable sketch.

All who take an interest in the work of the London
Dialectical Society during former years, will be glad to
hear that it lias recommenced its meetings. Tho quality
of its programme for the present term may be judged
from the fact that among members who have consented
to give addresses arc Moncure D. Conway, M.A., B.D.;
E. B. Aveliug, D.Sc., F.L.S.; B. Bitbell, Ph.D.; W.
Couplnnd, M.A., B.8c.; C. R. Drysdale, M.D.; J. A
Picton, M.A.; Frederic llarrison, M.A.; A. J. Ellis, B.A,
F.K.S., and many others eminent in tho domain! of
Advauced Thought. Spiritualists will always remember
with pleasure the report of a committee of this society,
made some twelve years ago, and which remains a stan-
dard work of reference among the “ Evidences of
Spiritualism."

11 is gratifying to observe that Messrs. Tribner and
Co. are issuing a second edition of that admirable book,
< On Miracles and Modern Spiritualism," by the eminent
naturalist Allred Russel Wallace.

An extraordinary seizure of Freethought literature
is recorded in the Toronto World of October 10th. It
appears that a Toronto bookseller ordered from an
American publishing bouse some copies of Paine’s “Age
of Reason and Voltaire’s “ Pocket Theology.” As the
books were transmitted through the Post Office, the
Canadian authorities learnt tbeir titles, and had them
seized as immoral publications!” This unjustifiable
and illegal proceeding will of course be disputed by the
bookseller who has so absurdly been mado the butt of
religious fanaticism.
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A certain -ne has lately been recording his sentiments
regarding the ignorance ofsceptics-in-religion. | rather
fancy that if my “ Spiritual Buoerior*—the Editor—
would only make it worth my while 1 could writea slash-
ing letter or two illustrating the ignorance of sceptics-
in-Hpiritualism. The journal that ! would choose as
the vehicle of my expositions is the Southern Orott.
That piper recently made an exhibition of its ignorance
in tho following paragraph :—“ We know of no case in
which the phenomena of Spiritism has [J] been subjected
to really testing scrutiny without its [] littery failing
Every medium of any note, so far as we know, who has
been tested, has been ei|>osed, and the so-called revela-
tions have been shown to be trick sometimes clover and
¥ often clumsy." Now | should like the Southern Ceott
to -

I. Kindly state if it over heard of D D Home, Kato
Fox. or William Eddy.

1. More kindly state ifit is awaro that those mediums
have been severely tested.

I11. Most kindly stale when, where, and how they
have been “ exposed.”

When the Siuthern Crate has relieved my curiosity so
far, | shall perhaps have a few rnoro remirks to offer.

Mr. Malcomb, Ma., lately favoired % with tho
following deliverance regarding Godfrey Higgins:—“ A
most erratic writer ; no scholar in these day dreams of
quoting him.” 1 have most opportunely rece<ve-l ano’o
from Dr. George Lewis, sometime Professor of Philology
in the Mudra Academy, and from it make the following
appropriate extract —* Godfrey Higgins, or rather Sir
Godfrey Higgins (for | understand he had a right to the
title though he never claimed it), was a man of first-
class scholarship and a wonderfully wide range of resil-
ing. He was a fellow of the K»yal Asiatic Society, a
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, an F8 A. and
member of several learned bodies. Somewhat prone to
theorizing he was nevertheless a careful observer of
facts; and whenever he recorded anything as a verity,
ho had ample reason and justification for so doing.
Although nemo of his speculations and conclusions have
been outgrown by later scholarship, his labours posse»
a permanent value, and 1 have found them in high
esteem both among students of philology and archmdogy
on tho Continent and among the educated Hindus."

The North American Review, for August, contained
two articles on Theology ; one by Colonel Ingersoll, the
other, a reply to it, by Mr. J. 8. B sck, a Campbellite.
| am glad to see that the former has been reprinted
tere.  In the same magazine for November, Ingersoll
prints a rejoinder to Mr. Black. It is a scathing exposure
of the orthodox advocate’s very weak defence, and is
written in the Colonel’s usually brilliant and eloquent
style. It well deserves re-publication.

The simplicity of some folk | Just fancy the Wesleyan
Spectator  chronicling the following:—*“The Rev.
Chrittna, a Brahmin of high caste, who was a pupil in
Dr. Duff's school, and is now chaplain to the Bishop ot
Calcutta, has published a remarkable pamphlet in which
he puts a new argument to the Hindoos for becoming
Chrittiant in a very forcible way (/). He shows that
the moit ancient books of the Hindoos—dating back to
the time of the Hebrew prophett—teach plainly the
doctrine  of the Incarnation and Atonement, while
they are silent about those two characteristics of Hin-
dooism—idolatry aud caste.”  (See Spectator, January

th.
T?\e italics are mine, and they are very suggestive ;
but surely comment is superfluous !

According to the English summary brought by tho
last Californian mail, Dr Fraser, the Bishop of Man-
chester, “ recently attacked Messrs. Bankey aud Moody
in bis sermon. He said ho feared that the effect of the
startling excitement they aroused passed off Where,
he asks, were the thousands that usod to rush to bear

«‘“The Christian Religion”: By R. G.

: Melbourne,
84 Russell Street.

Ingersoll.
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the revivalists ? They must not imagine that because
a man could say Glory, Hallolujah ! ho was saved."

Another proofoftlie beneficent efficacy of vaccination !
“ Sir James Paget, the famous surgeon, died from blood
poisoning brought on by vaccination.” Such is the
news convoyed in the “summary" above mentioned, and
| presume it is correct. “ Facts are c’liels that winna
ding,” and the foregoing, like that of Queen Victoria’s
narrow escape from losing her “royal arm™ through
Yaccination, is very useful to the anti-vaccinationist
though a deplorable fact indeed.

A distinguished thinker and writer—ono who has
done much to ““make and mould™ his own times and
those that will follow, has gone hence at the ripe age of
seventy-two years. William Rathbone Greg was born
in Manchester in 180.) From 1861 till 28  he held
the position of Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery
Office. Long before “ Essays and Reviews' and “ Colenso
on the Pentateuch™ troubled the theological waters, Mr.
Grog published his ““Creed of Christendom: Its
Foundations Contrasted with its Superstructure.”
Marked I culture, research, incisive logic.groat candour,
and a truly Catholic spirit, this work, iu two volumes,
is a standard i'i the literature of Advanced Thought,
and is on« of the best books to place in the hands of an
inquirer into thj foundations of Orthodox Christianity.

UNIVERSALISATION QF SPIRITISM.
Trantlaled from ™ lieottla da Stciedade Académica”
Bv C. W. Roiiner, M D., Benaj.la.

The moral consequences which flow from the study of
spiritual science imposo upon us the duty of addressing
the following considerations to all Spiritists in all parts
of the world.

Convinced that the time has arrived when the Spirit
of Truth has established peace and harmony amongst
men, by gradually teaching the truth about' all things,
by throwing light on what is still dark, by placing in
the full light of day all things, we Spiritists, in second-
ing the efforts of the good spirits, are obliged to
exchange our thoughts with one another by means of
correspondence and by a mutual loan of the intellectual
materials obtained from the invisible world, furnished
by the spirits in their mission to manifest the multiple
and constant relations which exist between the visible
and the invisible world.

The spiritual writers of the different countries of the
world can and must establish and keep up relations
between one another partly by means of correspondence
and partly by way of mediumship. Thus we shall have
created a species of telephony and modiumistic tele-
graphy which will constitute the most rapid and the
most perfect system of communication possible, and
which will be the fororunner of the direct transmission
to a distance of tho human thought from individual to
individual, through the mediating influence of the
perisprit, which wo have callod perispritic ideography,
or psychic telegraphy and telephony. This fact will
become generally realised whei the inhabitants of our
planet have become sufficiently progressed ; at which
time our globe will be placud amongst th« members of
regenerated worlds; and then psychic telegraphy will
become as frequent and as common as is to-day our
present electric telegraphy, if not more so.

Distance being thus done away with, and time having
in a manner ceased to exist, we being no longer separated
either by distance of placo or time, difference of lan-
guage being also swallowed up in identity of thought, man
constituting morally and intellectually one homogeneous
whole, we shall de facto bo materially united. This
union of all Spiritists, guided by fraternal love, all
loving one another like true brothers, will render mani-
fest tho force and power of Spiritism, which as a science
his already solved so many problems which have until
uow remained insoluble, and which at tho same time has

«dee Mr. Lacy’s little pamphlet on “ Vaccinatioo,” p. 9.
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by its philosophy and its derivative moral consequences,
tightened and strengthened the bonds of an Unioereal
Brotherhood. and taught us to put in practice the incom-
parable lessons of Jesus Christ. And in this manner
shall we form one sole and whole family—the family of
Spiritiett.

The advantages which must result from these facts
arc of so plain a nature that it is not necessary to
enumerate or demonstrate them in order to make them
accepted. If the Spiritist Centres thus communicate
with one another, it will become a comparatively easy
task to write the general history of Spiritism through-
out the whole world By means of the mutuil and
prompt exchange of ideas and thoughts, the progress of
spiritual science and knowledge will become rapid an|
certain. The circulation of now ideas being thus accel-
erate.!, the regenoration ol human thought will be
brought about with an incredible swiftness. Tho trans-
mission of thought being reciprocal and simultaneous,
the divers communications boing submitted to a variety
of analyses passing, so to speak, through strata of
different degroos of depth and refinement, and under-
going the ordeal of public discussion, error will almost
become impossible.

In order to attain to this grand objoct, tho Recieta,
with ““God, Christ, and Charity" for its motto, will be
regularly sent, in accordance with a resolution of our
society, to all the Spiritist Societies of the world, as far
us their existence is known to us. 8o also shall wo
sond our periodicals to all those offices of secular papers
which promise to supply a copy of their journals to tho
library of our society.

Note by the Trantlalor.—After further details on the
subject of tho distribution and mutual exchanges of
papers, the author of the above article gives the follow-
ing thesis for universal competition, with money-prize
(5000 franks), and conditions attached, viz : " God, the
soul of man and its immortality, scientifically demon-
strated.” This plan reminds me of the original design
of the Bridgewater Treatises, which were writton for
an almost similar or identical purpose, the capital in-
vested being £10.000, and tho effect produced scarcely
adequate to so lavish an oxponditure. The premature
attempt to force tho growth of certain advanced an |
even positively established conceptions about God and
tho immortality of tho human soul, will always prove
a failure, and however laudable the object in view of tho
Sociedade Academic» may bo. that society seems to for-
get that there is a great gulf existing between the tenets
and claims of Spiritists and those of onlightoned
Spiritualists, many of whom will bo offended by the
mere mention of a God-Christ, of Christian Spiritualism,
of Reincarnation, and of thoir acknowledged masto.
and prophot, Allan Kardec.

Universal organisation is a vory desirable thing, but
the best aud most philosophical minds and leaders of tho
Spiritualistic movement have very properly declared it
premature in tho present still unformed state of public
opinion, and especially at a timo when the inovomont
is so plainly divided into two such divergent currents as
that of Spiritism and Spiritualism.  Rio de Janeiro,
moreovor, would scarcely be a sufficiently central posi-
tion for the proper operation of the universalism'
regulations and laws of the zealous Academic Society,
neither is the Portuguese linguage an approprint>
medium, on account of its limited extent, for the speedy
dissemination of the views entertained by tho above-
mentioned society. However praisoworthy, earnest,
and well meant the efforts rniy bo which the Sociedale
Academic» is ready to make for tho ultimite univer.
salisation of spiritual science and knowledge, I, for on %
cannot so» that these efforts will be crowned with su:-
c«ss, on account of the many external as well as intern «
difficulties and impediments which seem to rise up
before one's mind, tho more, the longer the object in
view is taken into serious consideration.

We are in receipt of a communication on the Philo-
sophy of llealiug Mediumship, having special rolation
to that exercised by Mr. G. Milnor 8.ephen, which we
shall oubiish in our next.
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“THE GENESIS OF AN INFIDEL.”
Vxdeb the above title, the Southern Crott of January
21st, publishes a review of Mr. Walker's lecture, “ Why
| am an Infidel, and why I am a Spiritualist.” Itis
racily written, full of satire, but devoid of argument.

LETTERS TO THE ORTHODOX.

Tiie above is the title of a forty-page pamphlet, from
the pen of Mr. Thos. Walker. The letters are sup-
posed to be written by a country clorgyman, to
encourage his brethren in upholding the faith upon
which their living depends, and are overflowing with
satire, exhibiting all the weak points of Orthodoxy
whilst professing to uphold it. Want of space prevents
our giving a review, but we may say, in brief, it is an
excellent thing of the kind.

THE SPIRITUAL REASONER.

We have received Nos. 1, 2, and 4 of the * Spiritual Reasoner,” a
new San Francisco weekly paper, edited by the celebrated Mag-
netic Healer, Dr. J. D. McLennan, of that city. The * Reasoner"
is not confined strictly to Spiritualism, but contains in addition to
Spiritualistic and Freethougbt subjects a variety of matter of
more general interest, likely to give it the entree into circles
where a purely Spiritualistic journal would be tabooed.

No. 4, for December 17th, contains a letter from Mr. Charles
Bright, in I'é Mrs. Foye’s first seance in the Australian colonics;
and in another column the following pleasing item in respect to
Mr. Bright“ We arc glad to be able to assure Mr. Bright's
friends in Australia that he is improving in health, and there is
every prospect of hie ultimate recovery.”

The Spiritual papers are expanding in size as well as
increasing in interest.  Only a short time since, we
chronicled the enlargement of the previously large
Banner oj Light; our own paper was enlarged last
month, and now we aro advised that the excellent
London weekly, Light, is to bo increased in size by four
pages from January let.

MR. 8PRIGGS' MATERIALIZATION SEANCES.

Tuese have now re-commenced. The sittings for a
few weeks will be held privately, the previous experi-
ments subjected to verification, and further efforts made
to demonstratefscientifically the reality of the phenomena.
After this the seances will be again open to others.
There will be no charge for admission, but the Circle
meets primarily fay the purpose of affording those who
for a length of time have devoted their energies to the
Cromotion of the Spiritualistic movement, but may have

ad little or no practical experience in this phase of
spirit-manifestation, an opportunity of becoming person
ally acquainted with it; and secondarily, to enable those
inquirers who may be recommended by some known
Spiritualist as having a candid and genuine interest in
the investigation, and who possess the qualification of
having prepared their mind by familiarising it with the
literature of the subject, to witness these phenomenal
proofs. A practical acquaintance with somo of the simpler
phenomena of Spiritualism will be regarded as a still
Letter qualification. The number of visitors admitted at
each sitting will be limited, the maximum being three.
Representative Spiritualists from neighbouring Colonies
who may be visiting Melbourne will be admitted when-
ever possible, but timely notice must be given. Applica-
tions for admission are to be made in writing, addressed
to the Secretary, V.A.S.. 84 Russell Street, and should
include a statement of the extent to which the above
qualifications exist. The app.ications will be passed
under the consideration of the Circle, and the result
communicated in duo course.
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MR. E. CYRIL HAVILAND ON SPIRITUALISM
AS A SCIENCE

Mb. Haviland gave two lectures on the above subject,
at the Atbenrum Hall, Melbourne, on the evenings of
January 24th and 27th, illustrated with the aid of the
lime light, by photographic views of the experiments of
Professors Hare, Crookes, and Zollner, and other
scientific men, and of the apparatus devised by them for
the purpose of testing the phenomena of Spiritualism.

One of the beauties of Spiritualism, the lecturer re-
marked in opening, was that it could be tested as a
science, the phenomena presenting tangible means of
d>ing so. He could show his audience but a small
fraction of the work that had been done, for the litera-
ture of Spiritualism consisted of some thousands
of volumes, and the newspapers numbered nearly
a hundred. Referring to an article in the Southern
Orott, in which  Spiritualism was stigmatised as
““an amazing and ignoble compound of fraud, folly
and nonsense,” tho lecturer remarked that the man who
wrote that must have doue so in sheer ignorance, because
to brand Spiritualism as being of that character was
necessarily to make it appear that all those who had
accepted its phenomena as genuine were fools. He
named some of these * fools,” eminent scientists who
he would show had tested the phenomena by crucial
experiments, and found them to be genuine. Tho
lecturer also contrasted the opinion thus expressed in a
religious newspaper with tho opinion of Canon Wilber-
force, given on the subject at tho receut Church Con-
gress, ""that we must shake ourselves free from the
conventional unwitdom of the eccleeiaetical pooh pooh.’

A number of illustrations wore then exhibited in an
enlarged form on the screen, the first being a represen-
tation of the ingenious apparatus devised bv Professor
Hare four and twenty years ago, by the use of which
he put it entirely out of the power of the medium to
influence or even see the dial, with letters of the alphabet
round it and pointer, through which he received those
communications that satisfied him of the truths of spirit-
communion, followed bv Professor Crooke's experiments
in the presence of Home, playing of the concertina
inside a cage without being touched by the medium, the
spring balance and board with its altered weight, the
apparatus for weighing medium and spirit form devised
by Mr. Chas. Blackburn, of England, the crucial experi-
ments of Professor Zollner with Slade, and other results
of investigators, the diagiams being explained so as to
enable the audience to grasp the force and value of the
proofs obtained  The lecturer called attention to the
fact that these were testa carefully devised and carried
out by scientific men, men who, if they had effected
some new discovery in electricity, astronomy, or any
other well-known science, their word would be accepted
without further question, and asked why not give the
same amount of crodence to their published statements
as to the truth of these phenomena ?

In the course of the second lecture further illustra-
tions with appropriate explanations were given, including
slate-writing through Slade’'s mediumship, both in
English and in other languages, some of Duguid's pro-
ductions, writing through the mediumship of a baby

five months old, a series of spirit-photographs,
the cants of spirit-facos obtained by Mr.
Win. Uxloy, of Manchester, and also photographs

recently taken ot the room in which Mr. Spriggs
Materialisation Seances are held, with the weighing ap-
paratus and measuring standard, and of the medium as
visible at the same timo as the materialised spirit-
form.

Both lectures were enlivened by the relation of inter-
esting personal experiences with Dr. Slade in Sydney,
with whom tho lecturer appeared to have been on terms
of intimacy.

“ A. Fraser,” “ Natune Discipulns,” W. B. Button's
and several other articles held over tor want of space.
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A - LYCEUM BUILDING FUND.”

At the Christmas ««.m+jon of tbe * Melbourne Progres-
sire Lyceum,”™ Mr Johnston, tbe conductor, whilst speak-
ing of the various outlet« for the ebullition« of
genorosity common to tho time, suggested a« a very
appropriate channel for tome of them to expend them-
selves in. a fund for the perspective erection of a Lyceum
Hall. He referred to what had been done in Dunedin
where the Freethinkers and Spiritualist» had a floe build-
ing in the course of erection, and urged thorn present
to make a beginning towards such a desirable con-
summation. In resM>nsc several amounts and periodic
subscriptionswere promised. At the succeeding Committee
meeting a sub committee was formed to assist Mr.
Johnston in establishing and augmenting the fund. Wo
are requested by this committee to call the attention of
both town and country friends to the movement, and
ask their earnest practical co-operation either by presont
donation or the promise ofa periodical subscription. All
amounts or promisos of subscription forwarded to us will
be duly acknowledged in this paper.

RICHMOND PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

Tilt Richmond Progressive Lyceum held their half-yearly meet,
ioj at the Temperaocs Hall, Church-street, oo Sunday, the 2&Ih
December. | MI. The following officers were elected for the sass-
ing sit months ~ Conductor. Nr. Bull; Vice-Conductor, Nr. €ui
lingford ; Leaders, Mrs. (JiLson, Miss Manner», Miss Millest, Mr.
bpeoccr, Mr. Devins, Mr. Arthur; Warden. Mr. J. Stewart ;
Librarian, Mr. Cullingf-ud ; Musical Director, Mr. Bull; Organist.
Miss Hancock. Treasurer. Mr. Ck-mcsha; Secretary, Mr. W.
Manners.

The flmt anniversary was held in the Mme Hall, on Sunday,
January Sth ; the morning service w as well attended, a number
of visitors being present. A special session held in the afternoon
was augmented by the attendance of a number of the rhember
of the Melbourne Lyceum to whom a cordial invitation had been
sent by the younger institution. Mr. Bull, the conductor, spoke
warmly of the pleasure their presence gave both him and ths
Lyceum suiting them in brotherly love with the older institution,
be hoped ere long the two Lyceums would unite in a grand session
Mr. Jusko, of tbe Melbourne Lyceum, in respoudiog spoke of the
great good the Lyceums were doing to promote higher teaching
and intelIsetual improvessent in tbe young. Mr. Cherry also ea.
pressed his pleasure at being present on the occasion. A number
of recitations and songs were given by members ; tbe most notable
being that of Masters Holding, Chipperfield, Missus Vail, Chipper-
field, F. Devine, Htedmsn. Holding, F. Boyle, Rose Kennedy
Coddling, Ling, Hancock, and Mr. Henshawe. A vote of thanks
to ths visitors concluded a successful session

CONNECTICUT M.D.'s ON VACCINATION.

Thb Eclectic Medical Association of the above Stale held their
memi-anniial meeting lately, at which tbe above subject was intro-
duced. Dr. 8. B. Munn combated the pretence that it would
protect against smallpox. Dr. Maun had observed cases in which
ths vaccinated wete attacked, and ths unvaccinated—though
equally exposed—bad escaped. Dr. Fisk spoke of the liability
to transmit other disorders with ths vaccine virus. Dr. Pease
had been employed in Government service in tbe army during
tbe civil war. Part of his duty was to vaccinate tbe soldier».
Result of hts experience, ““that vaccination was the greatest
humbug imaginable.” Dr. Ludington gave an instance in which
jeproty bad been communicated to ths patient by tbe process, and
cited cases where tbe same person had smallpox repeatedly.
Resolved—*" That this Association hereby declare its convictions
against tbs practice of vaccination, and all legislation making it
tompulsory.*
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The Saratoga Sentinel >>ays“ Mr. Brown made the
statement in one of his sermons last week that as near
a» he could find out there had been more conversions to
Spiritualism here in the past year than to all the
Christian churches.

Mrs Cora L. V. Richmond delivered two lectures in
the Methodist Church, Leadville, four of the city
clergymen being present at one of them, and Prof.
Kerahan, a Presbyterian divine, coming forward at the
close, and warmly eulogising both lecture and lecturer.
—force of Angela, Dec. let.

Among the first to formally approve and use tbe re-
vised version of tbe New Testament were the Protestant
clergymen of New Haven A few days ago, in a meet-
ing for discussing the subject, a majority announced a
chango of opinion, by voting that it was too faulty to
be acceptable. Tho chief condemnation was of bad
English, tbe Rev. Doctor John E. Todd declaring that
he had counted 150 errors in grammar uncorrected in
one of the Epistles to the Corinthiana alone.— World.
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GEO. -A. STOWS
SPORTSMAN'S  HOME &  SANATORIUM-

Mb. Stow begs to intimate to his Friends and the Public
that be baa Built a Commodious Homestead on the

GIPFS Xj/1ISTID LAKES

Opposite Rosberville, and that be is now ready to receive

Visitors. Sportsmen, and those desirous of a Quiet and

Comfortable Home may rely on the endeavour of the
Proprietor to give satisfaction.

Terms:—80s. pan Week, or 2b. Mealsand Bed.
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Melbourne for my place, Tuesdays aud Saturdays at
630 p.m. Steamers run in conjunction with train daily.
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Hetba, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers;
Elixirs and Balsams.
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Award at the Melb. International Exhibition.
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The Religious Aspect of Spiritualism, and its Relation
to the Churches, by A. Mueller, M.D. Price Sixpence.
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OTTO HUG,
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APSLEY PLACE, EASTERN HILL
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Evening. 7 tot.
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Sydney—Messrs Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St.
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Barnawartha—J. G. Eggleston.
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1

THE THEOSOPHI8T

A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo-
sophy, Art, Literature, aud Occultism, embracing
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences.

Published at Bombay ; conducted by H. P. Blavatsky.
Australian Agent—
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL-STREET, Melboubfe.
Subscription, 20/. per ann., Posted to any part of Victoria

IT O T O-A

BATCHELDER AND CO.,

PHOTOGRAPHERS  AND ARTISTS,
(Established 1854),

Execute commissions in all styles of Portralture—PIam coloured, or_Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms.
-al C O X. X. X »re ta «

MESMERISM-ANIMAL MAGNETISM, PSYCHOLOGY

Instruction given in these Sciences for the Treatment
of Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience,
and Operator of many years’ practice.

Address;—Db. Williams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt
Road, Richmond.—Consultation Fbee.

EPES SARGENT'S first book on Spiritualism, Com-
munications fbom Anotheb Would, being an Austral-
ian reprint of"" Planchette; or the Despair of Science,”
115 closely printed pages, limp cloth 1/—W. II. TERRY

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND
FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are

payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one
at 12/6.

NOTICE.

A TRACT BOX fob tiie Diffusion of EYE--
OPENERS and Spibitualibtic Tbacts haB been
Established at the Flinders Street Railway Station,
and is at present located near the Refreshment
Room, Brighton Platform. W. H. TERRY.

Eye Openebs, for Orthodox Christians, and Truthseeker
leaflets. A parcel of the above sent to any part of
this, or the neighbouring colonies on receipt of 6d. for
postage—W. H. Tebbt

COL. R. J. INGERSOLL’S LECTURES.
Australian Editions, Published by W. H. Tebby.

The Christian Religion, 6d.

Moses' Mistakes, 6d.

Heretics and Heresies 4d.

Skulls, or Man Woman and Child, 6d.

What must 1 do to be 8aved ? (Supplementto Harbinger
of Light, August) 6d. The whole five sent by post to
any part of the Australian colonies for 2/6.

BONANZA! BONANZA! BONANZA!

All Use It. Ladies use it in the Bath, Use it fob
the Teeth. Gentlemen use it in the office. Itis
au Article of Household use. Tby It. Sold by all
ckemists, Wholesale Agents, Felton, Grimwade & Co.

Specimens at address
e a fi ©

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

Objects;—The Investigation and Advancement of
Spibitualibtic Tbuths and Pubpo.es.
Office & Reading-room. 84 Russell-st., Melbourne.
?Establlshed 1877.]

The Reading-room is open daily (Sundays excepted)
from 9 am. to 6 pm. and is accessible not only to
members, but to their friends, and visitors from the

country.

The Circulating Library is available to all Members
subscribing £1 per annum to the funds of the Asso-
ciation.

The Reading-room contains all the leading English,
American and Colonial Spiritualistic papers and
standard books, also several valuable works on Oriental
Religions and the origin of Modern Systems.

Membership consists in enrolment and payment of
a quarterly subscription, the amount to be fixed by
the enrolling member.

Rules and printed instructions for the formation
and conduct of circles, also some pamphlet literature,
may be bad, gratis, on application.

The Secretary attends at 1.30 p.m. daily.

ROBERT KINGSTON.

e lel -r

(fbom makes by
BANGSTERS, ARx APPOINTMENT
LONDON), J TO HKR MAJKSTV

NiISBOELLA MAKSH,

JSTo. 26 ROY AL -A-FROTV/DE
60 Elgin Street, Carlton.

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth,
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

“LIGHT."

A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests or
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter.  Published in
London, weekly. Melbourne Agent W. H. Tebby:.

4d. per copy, 13/- per annum, Postage extra.

THE “TELEPHONE,"

A JOURNAL of CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM, is
Published Every Saturday.

Subscription, 1/1 per Quarter; 4/4 per Year.

Office : 42 Leichhardt Street, Bbibbane.

Printed by J. O. Stephens (late B. Purton Kk oo. ,) at hie Office. 104 BUiabTh
Street Melbourne for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and published by him at
84 Rueeel; Street Melbourne -


Pubpo.es

