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8pibitvali8M has two aspects, the scientific and- the
religious; the one dealing with the phenomena which
indicate the action of invisible force directed by intel-
ligence, not traceable to the minds of the investigators
and professing to emanate from those of men and
women who have passed the portals of the tomb and
exist in a less grossly material condition in realms Bur-
rounding and more or lees contiguous to this planet
The other an ethical system appealing more t0
the ideal and aspirational nature of man. The
usual result of a scientific investigation of the
phenomena is a conviction that the intelligences re-
erred to are what they profess to be, and the attain-
ment of this conviction entitles the possessor to be
called a Spiritualist. But the value of the knowledge
depends upon the use that is made of it; it is more or
less portentous in accordance with the calibre and con-
dition of the mind that receives it and its capacity to
utilise the fact in the acquisition of a knowledge of life
in the broader aspect opened out by the demonstration
of its continuity.

Up to this point reason has led the way, and the
religious sentiment has found no room to manifest, but
having reached this plane, standing upon the solid
strata of facte, the mind of the thoughtful or religious
man naturally reflects upon the importance of the result,
and the religious sentimentis evolved. The unbiassed
and philosophical man questions the unseen intelligences
and judges of them by their fruits, accepting only that
which commends itself to his reason as of value to him
or the world; whilst those with a doctrinal bias, having
a foregone conclusion of the correctness of their religious
belief, determine that no spirit can be reliable whose
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teachings do not accord with what they have laid down
as a basis. We have a notable instance of this in a
recently published book reviewed in another part of
this paper; and we remember also a spirit, who from
the nature of his communications appeared to have
advanced considerably beyond the average plane of
knowledge and wisdom, writing—““Were one of the
highest spirits and brightest to descend or appear in
propria persona; on the stage of man's existence again,
and though those of the birth-world might be con-
vinced of bis superior nature, they would lose that
belief in him were he not to enforce by his commanding
eloguence, or other authorised means, his dogmas. They
would lay down a track or course which, if he were
good and true as they believed him to be, he would most
assuredly follow ; if he did not they would regard him
as an imposter.” It is for these reasons we encourage
freedom of thought in its broadest sense, for true pro-
gress is impossible with those who are hampered with
man-made creeds and dogmas; and whilst our general
policy is constructive, we give space for the lconoclast
to do bis very necessary work.

Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism run
well together, but to yoke the latter with the Chris-
tianity of to-day, is like coupling Pegasus to a mule,
and calculated to seriously retard the progress of Pe-
gasus without materially accelerating that of his com-
panion. Therefore do we deprecate the action of those
who endeavour to adapt Spiritualism to that which is
called Christianity—a system utterly incongruous with
it and calculated to be a dead weight on its progress.
Rational Spiritualism has sufficient vitality in it to go
on without extraneous aid or pandering to the preju-
dices of the orthodox. Our facts are solid, and our
philosophy is harmonious ; we can consequently march
steadily on without fear of any material check, attract,
ing towards ub and augmenting our numbers with
seceders from the ranks of orthodoxy, who having
shaken off the shackleB find in Spiritualism a system
more in accordance with the requirements of the age.

Plain truths, like many excellent medicines, are often
unpalatable; nevertheless, the judicious presentation of
the former, like the appropriate administration of the
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latter, is frequently of groat benefit to humanity. We
mhall, therefore, continue to present-thein in thia journal
for the advantage of thoee who need them, whilat those
with whom they disagree, or who disagree with them,
can let them alone. If our conceptions of truth do not
accord with those of any of our readers, they are at
liberty to challenge them and point out wherein they
conceire we err, and with the comfortable assurance
that our aim and object io tho circulation of truth, we
court tho strongest arguments that our orthodox
friends can bring against our position, promising (pro-
vided reason is accepted as a basis), to allow them fair
apace for the presentation of their arguments : a conces-
sion, wo opine, which would be refused to us by overy
religious jourual in thio country, but which, had they
confidence in the vitality of their systemo, they would
rather court than refuoc.

FAMILIAR LETTERS ON SPIRITUALISM.

IX.
* Never utter these words ‘1 do not know thio—therefor« it
is false
. One must study to know, know to understand, understand to
judge.”

Kfsvfctxip Fbifwd,—1 find myself at a considerable
disadvantage in writing these letters, in consequence of
the inability to lay before you all tho facts and evidence
which | have gathered during a long period of enquiry
and investigation. | am compelled to be so brief, that
some points | would like to dwell on must be left
untouched. My own personal experience constitutes
so largo a chapter of evidence, that to place you in my
own position would involve groat outlay of time, and
occupy more space than is at my command. As the
result of my own mediumship, | have received commu-
nications of the most interesting and instructive cha-
racter, and having put these to the test by a practical
application of the sentiments to tho conduct of my own
life, have thus proved their intrinsic value. The re-
newed intercourse with dear friends which this spiritual
channel has afforded, is truly a solace and a joy in the
midst of life’s trials, while it gives the promise of higher
experiences io reserve in the next stage of existence.
Can you blame me, therefore, for a persistent determi-
nation to make my acquirement of conclusions doubly
certain by the most careful attention to these things, or
for pressing the consideration of them and their
claims on your attention

1 will now relate the particulars of another stance at
which 1 was present lately, and at which | saw ma-
terialised forme walk about, and do several things which
are common to intelligent human beings ; these forms
shaped out of, to us, immaterial elements, and then
appearing to dissolve and disappear; having substance,
being able to speak, and to move articles of furniture,
and then becoming, so far as human physical eye-sight
is concerned, invisible.

This seance was held in a room with which I am well
acquainted, and containing only ordinary office furniture.
Across one corner of the room damask curtains were
hung so as to open in the middlo and at each end.
Behind these curtains there was only a chair standing
in the right-hand corner of the recess as faced by the
audience. There were present on this occasion seven
persons io addition to myself and the medium, Mr.
Bpnggs. The audience was arranged in the form of a
double half circle, having sufficient space between the
front row and the curtain to euable the forms to walk
about. The only light in the room, a candle, was
shaded, bit leaving sufficient light to see objects. We
bad the fullest evidenco that behind the curtain there
was only the medium, soated on the chair, with no
appliances to enable him to personate others; and
during tho seance we had opportunity for seeing the
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medium on the chair at the same time that the ma-
terialised forms stood before us.

The seance lasted about two hours, and during that
time five different forma came out from behind the cur-
tain j figures of different sixee, and having a different
appearance. One of the forms removed a chair which
stood outside the curtain, and shook hands with one of
the audience, and spoke to him Another came for-
ward and taking a bunch of flowers from the chair,
diviJed the flowers among the visitors, shaking hands
with a lady next to myself. Another form was that of
a woman, said to be my mother, but the attempt to
materialise was imperfect. Another form, apparently a
man, walked before us for a considerable time, and gave
the fullest opportunitv to enable me to observe that it
had the appearance of a perfect human body, rendering
by its opaqueness the objects on the other side from
myself invisible. 1 had tho fullest opportunitv to
obsorvo these forms, especially the one which shook
hands with the lady visitor sitting next to myself. This
lady, who is not a spiritualist, declared that the hand
of the materialised form was as firm as that of any
ordinary human being. 1 know that it has been said
these firms aro no less than the medium in changed
clothos, thus accounting for the naturalness of the
whole appearance. 1 can only reply that, whilst such a
thought might very reasonably occur, for myself, I am
quite convinced that while the form stood before me, the
medium, in bis usual clothing, was behind the curtain
in an unconscious state. During the scanco there was
a great deal of talking behind the curtain, professedly
by spirit visitors ; these utterances included statements
addressed to the audience, giving information, asking
questions, and replying toothers. On several occasions
1 hoard tho medium respiring vary heavily, and aiso at
times groaning as if in pain.  When the seance closed,
the medium came forth evidently somewhat exhausted,
but in other respects precisely as be was before the
seance. | was quite satisfied that the medium did—
could — not, under the circumstances, personate the
departed j the question then arisus—whore did these
forms come from—how were they materialised—and how
sustained during their appearance before us? To tho
first 1 reply, we may conceive the materials were com-
pose«! of innumerable invisible particles, brought to-
gether and solidified for the time being by a process
unknown to us. To the second, that spirits out of the
flesh, under certain circumstances, have the power of
will to so control elements that they can effect the
object in view. And to the third, that certain magnetic
emanations derived from the medium and the audience,
are utilised to keep up tho process of materialisation.
Who can form any idea of the ability of the human
spirit when free from the trammels of the flesh, providing
certain conditions attend it; and that the atmosphere
around us is full of such elements as when combined
can exhibit form and solidity is well known. That the
human framo, in conjunction with a strong will, is
capable of imparting vitality to others, has been proved
over and over again.

The question of the materialised human form at such
seancos is not yet understood, but like many other
things, when tho knowledge of the process as effected
by disembodied spirits shall be understood, then men
will wonder that they did not always comprehend it.
And tbo same may be said of dematerialisation, which
is also at present not fully understood j even as in
nature there are numberloss processes which man has
not yet arrivod at a knowledge of. With roforonce to
this phenomenon of materialisation, probably my per-
sonal experience has been limited when compared with
the cx|>crience of others; not that 1 think as a rule,
however, the repeated witnessing of such manifestations
would make the phenomenon moro certain as a fact, but
the circumstances having been more varied, and in some
eases more palpable, the conviction would necessarily
be deeper in some minds; and when | know, and can tell
you with the greatest confidence that such manifesta-
tions in the presence of others have been far in advance
of anything 1 have witnessed, you might be sufficiently
interested to make enqairy for yourself, and pursue this
subject with greater earnestness 1 desire, ere I close
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th» fetter, again to refer to an aspect of Spiritualism
which | believe it peculiar to all earnest investigators,
and of which 1 have had a fair share; indeed, did |
appear now to avoid a reference to this aspect of it. |
might be charged with trying to evade considerations
which in the unenlightened might go far towards con-
demning the whole question of spiritual operations ; |
mean the difficult, doubtful, and sometimes contradic-
tory exhibitions th arise iu the experience of the
investigator. 1 should be very sorry to affirm that, in
my own experience, there had been none of these
characteristics. The question frequently arises, how
can these things be? Moreover, how is this doubtfu
Eoint to be settled f But more particularly, is not this

lank contradiction quite enough to convince one that
it is indeed all delusion ? As | remarked in a previous
letter, it is not, however, all mistake or contradiction ;
and mistakes and contradictions, with the difficulty
attending thereon, are to so great an extent character-
istics of all the pursuits of the enquiring mind, that
when the circumstances of Spiritualism are found to be
invested therewith, it need not excite surprise, and cer-
tainly need not cause alarm 1 could tell you, in con-
nectiun with my own experience, of such undoubted
contradictions, as viewed from my then standpoint,
would stagger the boldest investigator; but to those
who have patience to wait awhile, and to take time to
unravel these apparent mysteries and contradictions,
there comes a period when clearer light brings the most
satisfactory elucidation, and the contradiction io found
to be more in the hasty conclusions of the investigator
than in the operation of spiritual laws. In the business
of life, I have found that nothing is easier than for
misunderstandings to arise ; and thio is more particu-
larly the case when conditions of intercourse nro not
fully understood or roalised. Is there a single me-
chanical or scientific instrument in use by man which is
so far perfect that its operations are not liable to error
or ‘deviation ? and if this be so, is it not likely that
spiritual operations, conducted by men in the world
beyond, and man in thio more material state, should
yield their crop of difficulty, doubts, or even apparent
contradiction? | have only to remind you of the Bible
as a book; take that, and then ask yourself, how comes
itthat there are so many interpretations of its contents,
and so many diverse sects and creeds arising out of its
study ? The fact is undoubted, my friend, that we must
not quarrel with any of the results of human life as it
progresses day by day ; but assuming the attitude of a
scholar in God's great school of the universe, patiently
learn by all the means which are presented in our
onward course—Ilearners ever—and never so dogmatic
as to say, | know all things, and feel assured that there
can be no other explanation in the light of fuller know-
ledge’ I feel assured that, 1 have both done myself
and others injustice in coming to a too hasty conelusion
on many questions; and, therefore, more than ever feel
the need of laying down thia rule to giyffe my conduct:
to be positive about anything at the moment only in
the degree in which 1 possess information, and always
bolding myself in readiness to correct or modify my
conclusions in the event of fresh light arising, and
always regarding it more than likely that that fresh
light will arise, and whereby it will becomo easier to
reject entirely or more fully accept the previous conclu-
sions.

My friend, we live lo learn; or, to spe.k more defi-
nitely, the very act of living is a learning the great facto
of existence ; and dogmatism is out of the question.
One thing 1 would have you to do: forgetting the
things which are behind, press forward to those which
are in the future, by living a life which shall ever bear
reflection in the light of that future—a life which shall
indicate truth in the inward P rt» and a determination
to blow that you may do tho Will of Him in whom you
live and move and have your being !

Your well-wisher,

H. J. B.

Melbourne, December, 1881.
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| THE CHURCH CONGRESS AT NEWCASTLE-OX-
TINE

It i> ««.uredU one of tho ugn, of the time, that during
the Church Congress, held at Newcastle on-Tyne, oue
of the subjects for discussion was = What is the duty of
the Church in respect to the prevalence of Spiritualism

On Tuesday, 4th October, the Lord Bi-hop of Durham
took the chair, and this important subject was discussed.
Spiritualists may surely congratulate themselves, that, by
their continuous rapping and kuoeking at the door, thé
sleepy inmates, who, with their children, were m bed,
have at last condescended to perp out to see what
manner of people these Spiritualists are, aud what they
mean by disturbing those who are satisfied with things
as they are  The subject was met hi different ways by
different speakers. Mr. Stuart Cumberland was of
opinion that the movement shoaid be put down, and ex-

posed. He bad tried to do so, by squirting liquid
cochineal over the materialised spirit at a séance. Mr
Stephen Bourne condemned the movement, as

Spiritualists had not been able to operate on him, and
they had done nothing useful It was folly for the
Church to waste its time in meeting Spiritualism, for
the Spiritualists possessed an amount of ingenuity which
would tax that of the wisest and best men. Let it
be left to scientists and conjurors.  Dr. Eastwood,
president of the North of England branch of the Britsu
Medical Association, assured tho Congress that medical
men generally were believers in the Christian religion,
and that the British Medical Association commenced
their meetings every year by prayer and praise, con-«r-
quently the medical profession, as a whole, seta its face
against Spiritualism. It was the universal beliefamongst
them, with vory few exceptions, that the manifestations
wcro not tho manifestations of spirits, but were false.
Spiritualism had added nothing to our knowledge of
the human mind or spiritual part of our nature, aud the
manifestation might be fairly explained by the knowledge
we already possess. The duty of the Church is to let
Spiritualism alooe, and let it die away.

In that Congress there were, fortunately, men of
larger minds and greater abilities aud trore neuetratiou
than Cumberland, Bourne, or Dr. Eastwood. Ason a
former occasion there rose up a doctor of the law, who
had a reputation among all tno poople, and said, * Take
heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touchiug
these men ; if this counsel be of God je cannot over-
throw it"™* The Bev. K Thornton, D. D., vicar of St.
Johns, Notting Hill, in the presence of the Lord Bishop
of Durham, aud before that numerous assembly, gave
utterance to these words, “ Thcre is much of the
Spiritualist teaching with which th ~ Church can mwt
cordially agree.”

1. 1t is a system of belief, not of mere negation of all
that is not logically demonstrated. Its adherents are
not ashamed to avow that they hold ns true, propositions
which are incapable of mathematical proof. They are
at least Theista, if no more ; certainly not Atheistic.

2. 1tis in its very nature antagonistic to all Sud-
duceeism and Materialism. It flatly contradicts the
assertions of the miserable philosophy that makes the
soul but a function of the brain, and death an eternal
sleep. It proclaims that man is responsible for his
actions, against th so who would persuade us that each
deed is but the resultant of a set of forces, an effect first,
and then a cause, in an eternal and immutable series of
causes and effects, and that sin and holiness are there-
fore words without meaning. It tells of angels, of an
immortal spirit, of a future state of personal aud lu-
scious existence.

3. It inculcates the duties of purity, charity, aud
justice, settiug forth as well the loving fatherhood of
God as the brotherhood of mon, to be contiuued, wild
personal recognition, in the future lite.

4. It declares that there can be, and is, communiun
between Spiritand Spirit, and so, by implication, acknow-
ledges tho possibility, at least, of intercourse between
man and the Supreme Spirit; in other words, of Kevela-
tioo. Inspiration, and Grace.'

These be brave words to come from a vicar of the
Church in the presence of the Lord Bishop of Durham.
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The learned gciitloman treats Spiritualism with respect.
“ Gross absurdity and grows deceit,” he says,u have been
oxposed in the doings of pretended Spiritualists/ But
we must not rush to the conclusion that all Spiritualism
is pure deception, any more than we must involve all
statesmen and all vccl<siastka io universal censure
because there have been political and religious
charlatans. As ratioual men, and even more, as Church-
men, who trust in tho presence with us of a guide to our
reason, when tho matters wodeul with approach or enter
the province of faith, we arc bound to aecopt facia,
though we may decline the inferences which others draw
from them."”

Dr. Thornton gave the following as hie i<iei of what
the doctrine of profcasing Spiritualists is:—""God is a
spirit, and tho visible univerao ia an expression to man
of hie infinite life. Man ia a spiritual being. Each
individual spirit ia a part of a great over-soul, or ««iota
maadi. The spirit is enthralled in a body during this
life; when released it at once enters upon the possession
of higher powers and more rxlondod knowledge, and its
condition is one of regularly progressive advauccineut.
Disembodied spirits &t able to hold converse with those
in the body ; not with all immediately, but through the
instrumentality of privileged or specially gifted persona
called mediums, who are on occasion influenced, or as
they term it, controlled by thespirit«. Spirits can also
apply force to physical objects, perform certain actions
such as unity and producing sounds They cau some-
times show lhotnselves in materialised forms, some of
the material being borrowod from tho in -diuin. A new
era ia now dawningon ua. The old religions, Christianity
included, have played their part, aud must pose away iu
face of clearer light. By intercourse with tho spirit
world man will advance as ho never has advanced before,
in knowledge, purity and brothorly love.”

An excellent report ofthe proceedings at the Congress
in connection with Spiritualism ia to be found in Light,
of 8th October, and from that periodical the foregoing
oxtracts have been taken.

A few morn quotations from Dr. Thornton's address
will more fully illustrate the style in which lie discusses
the subject, mid not ouly ao, but it will be eviduut from
hie remarks that tho teachings of Spiritualists are in-
fluencing tho minds of those who are loaders in tlio
Church  Ho points out bow tho Church has hitherto
taught that man has ao immortal soul  “ We too seldom
convert the phrase, and tell men that they are really
spirits, snd have a body. Those who have learned with
Socrates that the soul—or, more properly apeaking,
spirit—ia the eseeuce of tho man, could never supppose
that the existonco of the reality depended upon tho
existence of its instrument. We should have taught,
more carefully than we have done, not that uieu are
bodies, and have souls, but that they are souls and
have bodies, which bodies, changed from the
glory of the terrestrial to the glory of the celestial, will
be theirs to do God's work horcaltor. Hero, perhaps,
some one will say to mo * You seein half a Spiritualist
yourself. Well, 1 ain just as much a Spiritualist as
St. Paul was when he wrote * 1 knew a man in Christ,
whether in the body or out of the body I cannot tell,
God knoweth, ouch an one caught up to the third
Heaven;'’ juat as much as St. John when ho bide his
beloved to try tho spirits, and said of himself that * he
was in the spirit on the Lord's day."”

A considerable portion of Dr. Thornton's addross is,
ao was to bo expected, and as is quite reasonable,
occupied with tho objections he baa to the teachings of
Spiritualists ~ Spiritualists ere glad to be argued with.
They have hitherto submitted with the best grace they
could to being told that they wore deluded, insane, aud
weak mindod. They have listened with as much patience
ns possiblo to the abuse and ridicule and charges of
knavery that have been showered down upon them.
They have been told by good moo, who ought to have
known belter, that their jouroals were scurrilous, and the
writers therein ignorant; and now, when reason seems
to be returning to the learned theological mind, aud
argument takos the place of invective, Spiritualists may
well be allowod to congratulate thomselves on tho dawn
of a better day.
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* | am far from denying the possibility of intercourse
with the spirits of tho departed,” save Dr. Thornloa.
“ On the contrary, | bolieve that in G id's providence it
sometimes does tako place. But | fail to sea that tho
phonomoni which they allege as proofs of spiritual
agency and converse are by any means convincing.
Strange knockings, we are told are board, which on
demand are mule to roprosont the letters of the alphabet
—frame mystorious words; musical inslrutnsQts sail
about the room, aud utter unearthly melodies ; sentences
are written by unseen hands ; shadowy forms are descriei
in tho darkuees; light touches aro felt; inieel, one
spirit has permitted herself to be kis«ed. The spirits
give their nimen ; one of the mist active calls himself
John King ; and wo road and hoar &f Ernest,’ * Pocht,’
*IrresisUble,” and other,. One is reminded of tho
* Hopdanco and * Smolkin. which Bhakospoare borrowed
from Archbishop Harsnot's * Declaration of Egregious
Popish tmpostures, and of Matthew Hopkins' Vulgar
Pycwacket and Peck-in-the-crown. Now supposing for
a moment that these are real spiritual beings, one would
see a groat danger in the practice of conferring with
them.  How can we know thoir chanictor ? It is curious
that tlioy are considered to shrink from daylight in
general. * Your light hurts us,’ they are represented
as saying, though we read ‘ God saw the light that it
was good. *

Is it not strange that an intelligent reasonable min
should permit himself to uso, as an argument against the
too much use of light at seances, tho inapt quotation
that " G >d saw the light that it was §<>od. ~ Just as iu
such natural phenomena as sleep, aud germination of
seed«, a condition of darkness io favourable to the pro-
%ess«  going on, so iu some spirit manifestations it is
found that the condition of darkness is favourable to
these manifestations. Tho request for gontie light, or
sometimes total darkness, doos not originalo in caprice
or trickcry, but as boing the laws or conditions under
which certain manifestations do occur most successfully;
and yet such a learned man as Dr. Thornton is satisfied
to bring as an argument against the conditions of shade
or darkne«s a quotation from Scripture, which refers to
the general creation of light at the beginning," God saw
tho light that it was good.” But wo must pardon bun
for this, and continuo his remarks.

“Th”rais no suffizient evidence that spirits are at

work at all  The so-called spirit rcvolations seem to be
limited by the intelligence and imagination of the
medium  Just so with the beautiful dreams of the great

Spiritualist, Swedenborg (and I mention his namu with
profound respect, though | esteem him a visionary) : it
Is almost amusing to romark that, when he wande'r<>d
under angelic guidance through the stellar universe, he
was not taken to view Uranus, Neptune, or Vulcan.
The failure to visit the latter may be accounted for by
what | consider extremely probablo, namely, that there
is no such planet; but I fear that the others were left
out, simply bocause he did uot know of thorn. The spirits
gave him no uew information on physical astronomy;
aud no spiritual sexnees have as yet, as far as | can
ascertain, made any addition to our stock of useful
knowledge. Whence, then, all the strange phenomena ?
for, doduct what you will for delusion and deluded
imagination, it is proved by the evidence of men of un-
impeachable veracity and sound sense, non-Spiritutlists
as well as Spiritualists, that strange things are witaossod
at t'ie seances. | suggest that all are manifestations of a
simple humin force, which we may call as we choose,
psychic, biological, odylic, ectenic, whose conditions are
as yet unknown (as those of chemistry were a century
ago), but may, before many years, be as well known as
those of heat, electricity, magnetism, and light, with
which it is no doubt correlated ; and may be perhaps
represented as Biot proposed to represent the condition«
of life, by an equation. This force was distinctly dis-
played in a senes of experiments conducted a ter years
ago with the aid of the celobrsted medium, Mr. Home."
" What, then, is the duty of the Church in respect
of tho prevalence of this Spiritualism, so beautiful
lin part, in part so terrible, as it were an angel face
with a serpent train in its rear P First let
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us guard carefully against raah argumentative
aaaertiona, and obstinate ignoring of facta, lest
haply we deny, through imperfect knowledge, something
that ia, after all, a law in God'screation. Let ua simply
mbew that phenomena which we cannot now fully explain
need not necessarily be referred to the agency of apirits,
good, bad, or indifferent, but may well be manifeatationa
of some hitherto unsuspected human force. Then let ua
trv the spirits (or the teachers) by the revealed rule:
‘Every spirit that ronfeseeth not Jesus Christ cotte in
the flesh is not of God.” Where the mystery of the In-
carnation ia explained away or denied, we can have no
doubt about the judgment wo are to pass. Let us tell
of the true dignity and true ministry of the bodies of
tbe regenerate members of Christ, and of the spiritual
body, whose seed is in the natural body, to be quickened
in bis time.  Let ua thankfully acknowledge the truths
of Spiritualist tesching, as weapons which we too are
glad to wield against Positivism, and Secularism, and all
the anti-Cbristian-isms of this age of godless thought
Let us lay to heart tbe hints given as to our own short-
comings But let us all tbe while remember that our
Gospel ia a final revelation till tbe Lord come, and
boldly reply to those who would supplement or supersede
it, ¥ bough an angel from Heaven preach unto us any
other Gospel than that which baa been preached unto
us, let him be accursed.” Let ua tell of tbe only true
brotherhood, the only real unity + not that of a society
whose bond is an intercourse, through self-asserting
mediums, with questionable douizens of a spirit world,
but that of tbo one Church, the one Faith, tbe one
Baptism, tbe one Bread and Chalice of tbe Lord. Let
us preach more consistently and more clearly, by our
lives as well a« with our lips, with all apostolic zeal and
all evangelistic fervour, with tbe emotion of true
Spiritualists, and yet with the calmness of true children
ol the Catholic Church—tbo Incarnate God, Jesus Christ
and Him crucified, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever.”

Just so. Here we have an instance of a rational and
conscientious man permitting himself to look at the new
subject of Spiritualism and Spiritualistic teachings with-
out fear, and acknowledging that there must be truth in
tbe business somehow ; but bis early teachings,the educa-
tion which hu» become to him a second nature, cause
him to shrink from the further consequences of the new
philosophy ; *» Though an angell rom Heaven preach unto
me any other gospel than that which has been preached
unto us, let him be #ccursed.'

At this conference the Bev. Canon Wilberforce also
spoke at considerable length on the subject. " It is
obvious,* says he, " that wo have lo deal with nomen-
commonplace infatuation, which can be brushed aside
with indifference or contempt, but rather with a move-
ment which is firmly established, and the influeuco of
which is every day extending.” The learned gentleman
isve a sketch of the origin of Modern Spiritualism at

lydesville in 184b. That it was investiggjfed by Dr
Hare, Professor of Chemistry in tbe University of
Pennsylvania, and the Hon. J. W. Edmonds, Judge
of the Supremo Court of Appeal, in the State of New
York. } he former became convinced of tbe spiritual
nature of the manifestations, and published tbe results
of bis investigations under tbe title of * Experimental
Investigations of tbe Spirit Manifestations, demonstrat-
ing tbe existence of spirits and their communion with
Mortalsand the Judge, with some members of bis
family, became mediums of somo considerable power.
He has published, in two large volumes, a narrativo of
his investigations, visions,and spiritual communications;
also a record of tbe mediumistic powers of his daughter,
who, in tbe trance state, could converse freely in
languages which she bad never learned. In tbe year
1854, the phenomena, wbicb in America bad been wit-
nessed by thousands of people, many of whom were of
the bigbest credibility, and whose testimony no one
would think of impeaching in a court of law, began to
attract attention in England when the visit of an
American professional medium—Mrs. Hayden—brought
tbe subject prominently before tbe public. Among many
who investigated at the time was Robert Dale Owen, the
Socialist advocate, who became convinced from what be
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witnessed of tbe spiritual nature of tbe phenomena, and
through them of the existence ofa future state, and of
tbe truth of Christianity. From that time the move-
ment began, and continued to spread in England and on
the Continent, although more slowly than in America ”

“ The exact position claimed at this moment by the
warmest advocates of Spiritualism is set forth ably and
eloquently in a work by Mr J. S Farmer, published by
Mr. Allen, and celled ““Spiritualism as a New Basis of
Belief,” wbicb, without necessarily endorsing, I recom-
mend to tie perusal of my brclnren Those who ere
following Spiritualism as a means and not an end con-
tend warmly that it does not reck to undermine religion,
or to render olsolete the teachings of Christ+ that, on
tbe other band, it furnishes illustrations and rational
proof of them, such as can be gained from no other
source; that its manifestations will supply deists and
atheists with positive demonstration of a life after death,
and that they have been instrumental in converting many
secularists and materialists from  scepticism to
Christianity. In corroboration of this statement may
be appeudt-d the remarkable testimony of Mr. 8 C.
Hall, the founder and editor of the A't Journal. “ As
to the use of Spiritualism (he saja), it has made me a
Christian. 1 humbly and fervently thank God it has
removed all my doubts I could quote abundant instances
of conversion from unbelief to belief—of some to perfect
faith from total infidelity. 1 am permitted to give one
name—it is that of Dr. Elliotaon, who expresses his deep
gratitude to Almighty God for the Messed chango that
has been wrought in his heart and mind by Spiritualism.”

*"In view of tbe spread of Spiritualism in its modern
aspects, and of the consequences resulting from it, it
becomes a moot important question what ought to be
the attitude of the clergy of the C.iurch of England
towards believers in tbe alleged manifestations. That
they are affecting and will still more affect the Church
io certain, and has made itself manifest here in New-
castle. Dr. T. L Nichols, writing of its results in
America, remarks that—' There can bv no question about
tbe marked effect ofSpiritua ism upon American thought,
feeling, and character. Nothing within my memory has
bad so great an influence. It has broken up hundreds
of churches; it has changed the religious opinions of
hundreds of thousands ; it has influenced, more or less,
the most important actions and relations of vast multi-
tudes. Immense numbers of those who, a few years
ago, professed a belief in some form of Christianity, or
were members of religious organisations, have, under
the influence of Spiritualism, modified such profession.
Great numbers, perhaps, who doubted or denied the ex-
istence of a future state, have found, as they think, in-
controvertible proofs of its reality.  Just, then, recog-
nising that the g«neral teachings of Spiritualism are
inimical to almost every organised body of professing
Christians, 1 would, with much deference, suggest that
we must shake cursclves free from the conventional un-
wisdom of the ecclesiastical pooh pooh! which is our
modern substitute for tbe ‘‘anathematism” of less
tolerant days. We must abstain from contemptuous
reference to Maskclyne and Cooke, remembering that
these inimitable conjurors have more than once been
publicly offered a thousand tunds if they would, u’Jer
the tame condition», imitate the most ordinary spiritual
phenomena in a private house; but they replied that, as
their apparatus weighed more than a ton, .hey could not
conveniently accept the challenge. We must call to
mind the fact that such eminent scientists as Mr. Allred
Russel Wallace and Mr William Crookes, the discoverer
of the metal thallium and of the radiometer, the latter
through his investigation of Spiritualism, have both
declared that the main facte are as well established, and
as easily verifiable, as any of the more exceptional
phenomena of nature which are not yet reduced to law.
The movement ia here, in the providence of God, whether
by Hia appointment or permission ; and through it He
calla upon ua to do what lies in our power tocontrol and
regulate it for those who are or may be affected by its
tractice and teaching. If from Satan, we ought not to

b cortent with ignorance of his devices.”

“ The suggested attitude of tbe clergy towards

Spiritualists may be thus summed up:—Ilot: As careful
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an examination of the facta a« time and cirrumstances
admit, that we may not condemn in manifest ignorance ;
remembering the *ords of Holomon, * He that answereth
a matter before lie lienreth it, it in folly arid shaino unto
him’ 2nd: A frank admission of facts, and a conciliatory
rather than hoatile or dogmatic attitude toward«
betievs ¥ 3rd: A rational presentation of Christian
doctrine, so far a« to shew that the truth« revealed are
in harmony with the nature of man in bin lilial relation
to the Fattier, and hi« fraternal relation to the Son, and
in accordance with the infinite love of Almighty God.
4th . While frankly admitting anv good in it« teaching
or influence which may be fairly claimed for Spiritualism,
it is also our duty to ahew from the abundant written
testimony of eminent Spiritualists that great dangers,
physical and mental, frequently result from a too eager
and unreserved submission to psychical control. 5th:
To shew that in the Christian religion, rightly tinder

stood, is to be found all, and more than all, of important
truth that any spirit has ever taught from the beginning
of the world.”

We have thus given a sketch of the d scussion at the
Newcastle Congress, and are sorry that the spacoat our
disposal does not admit of more detail«  No doubt such
discussions must result in cither convincing Spiritualists
of the delusions which they hare adopted as truths, or
they must result in the knowledge of the truth of
Spiritualism becoming moro widely known, and all for
the glory of God and the good of his creatures.

MR. SPRIGGS’ MATERIALISATION CIRCLES

The series for 18R1 of the above remarkable seances
was brought to a conclusion on the IGch ult., with an
interesting and highly satisfactory meeting.

The phenomena on the 6th Dec. wore of a notable
character. Geordie and Peter having expressed a desire
to write a letter, writing materials were placed on the
desk in the seance room, and Geordie deliberately wrote
about three pages, enclosed it in an envelope, and
addressed to a lady resident in Sydney, who had twice
visited the circle, ami who from her earnestncsn and
mediumistic promire had attracted more than ordinary
attention from the presiding spirits of the circle. When
the project of sending a letter was first mooted by Peter,
it had beer, jocularly suggested that he would require to
purchaso a stamp, which be said he would do if anyone
Ereseot would furuish him with the money. Geordie,

owever, took the executive portion of the business into
his hand, and a member of the circle having handed him
sixpence, he proceeded into the shop and tendered tho
money to the shopman, who being previously informed
of the object of his visit, gave him in exchange a two-
penny stamp, but omitted to give him the change.
Geordie presently returned and held out his hand for it,
bringing it to the lady who had given him the sixpence.
He affixed the stamp and handed it to the writer, who
without any addition to the address, posted it to its
destination, which itduly reached Taking some flowers
in bis hsnd, Geordie returned a third time to the shop,
and distributed thorn among three persons wbo were
there.

Un the 13tb ult, a reply, addressed to Peter and
Geordie, was received from Sydney, and laid upon the
reading stand. Geordie lifted it, and motioning for
more light, broke the seal, and then standing in tho full
light of the candle, deliberately read the four pages of
it, and refolding it put it in tbe medium's pocket.
Presently Peter’s voice was heard, telling us that be
too bad read the letter, and would give us the contents,
which we could verify after the circle.

Tho evening on which this occurred was a particu-
larly interesting oue, six children occupying the place
of tbe ordinary three adult visitors. Peter joined
heartily in the ringing, and al the conclusion of tbe
first song, expressed his pleasuruat meeting the children,
calling them by name, aud banding flowers for each of
them.

Geordie having shaken hands with them, went to tbe
desk and wrote, “ 1 am delighted to meet the children
to-night; hope I shall meet thorn again soon. Geordie."
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Before leaving he gave ea-h a flower, an1 kissed their
bands. Peter gave the children an appropriate address,
telling thorn not to be afraid of death, as there were
kind companions and happy surroundings in the spirit-
world for all those who had done well here; he en-
couraged them to learn all they ciuld in the world, as
they would find the acquisition of knowledge, of music
ana other accomplishments, of value to them whon they
entered spirit life.

After Peter had finished, the Nun came, showing her
face plainly; then the child Lily; she spoke, tolling her
sister, who was present, to give her love to " Ma” and
“Pa,” nnd kiss them for her. Charity came next, and
leaning over the medium took the letter before referred
to from his pocket and handed it to me, and on reading
it the contents wore found to be in accordance with
what Peter had told us.

On the closing night, Doc. 16th, a gentleman was
present who attended the Cardiff circle, and was imme-
diately recognised by Peter Within 30 seconds of
Peter leaving, Zion appeared, giving his usual military
salute. He wan followed by Geordie who, after shaking
hands, stood in the full light, and pushing back the
curtain, shewed the medium; then walking to tbe
stand he wrote tbe following:

“To tbe Circle—My dear friends—I am pleased to be
with you to-night, and before you close, wish you every
happiness. May God's highest blessing rest upon you
and your labour the next year, and may it be a greater
success. Be careful with the circle and mind both the
spiritual and material conditions.—Petxb—Geobojs.

Drawing up the blind, Geordie opened the window
and looked out; closing it again, ho offered bis arm to
Mr. Carson, and they walked to and fro across the room
together. He then wrote a few words, expressing bis
regret to leave us, and sorrowfully bade us farewell.
The two female forms which followed sliowod clear and
strong. Little Lily talked and pulled a chair about to
shew her increased strength.

Charity and John Wright followed, tbe former posing
gracefully, and the latter talking to the circle in refer-
ence to future efforts, encouraging tho cultivation of
good conditions, and concluding with a “ Good night,
God bless you."

Skiwaukie's voice was stronger and clearer than
usual; ho said the recess was good if we made good
use of it, and met together with heads clear.

This concluded the seance, which was one of the most
interesting and enjoyable of tho series.

THE PNEUMATIC DESCENT OF JESUS CHRIST.

Motto.—" Igooratur cairn, quae ait nature aoinai.
Nats oil, an contra, naaccutiboa iaaiuuctur,
Et simul interest nubiaeum morte dirvmpta.
LVCBBTtua, | lift.

At a critical time, like the present, when the foremost
orthodox leaders of modern Christian thought, which is
by no means a true reflex of the thought of primitive
Christianity, are making strenuous, though happily
futile, efforts, by all sorts of Josuitical contrivances and
alliances, to “ smuggle a spurious Holy Ghost in at pne
end of their barren dogmatic creedswhilst st tbe
opposite end a personified bugbear of a devil is ap-
pointed to guard the door of the houso of God, built on
a foundation of sand, it comes with particularly bsd
grace from the leading Spiritualists of tho day to assist
tbe false prophets and the falser expounders of the pure
doctrines of one of the few truo prophets of humanity,
Jesus of Bethlehem, by advancing utterly untenable
hyper-metaphysical views and speculations about the
probable descent of the " Son of Man” from so question-
able a Father as tbe Holy Ghost, and asserting that it io
quite possible to make the descent of Jesus, tbe son of
Mary and somebody else, from a super-human, spiritual
Fatbor, although notexactly the third factor of the Holy
Trinity, agree perfectly with the data and requisites of a
physiological human embryology. This attempt has lately
been made by no less a person than Mr. O'Suilivan, the
distinguished collaborator of Count de Bullet, in a
recent lecture delivered by him in London, ou tbe $ub
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ject of ““Spiritual Phenomena io America,” an abstract
of which appeared in the Afedium and Ifagbrtnk, of
12th August, j881. Want of space compelling me to
refer the curious and interested roadcr to that source
for all the details of the case, | will only quote Mr
O’Sullivan's own words in support of the ghostly genesis
of Jesus toillustrate the facto in question. ““Spirit,"
says he, ""being the qui<kening principle in all cases,
and the power of spirits over the elementa being well
known, it is not so unphilosopbical, after all, to adopt
the opinions (only opinions!) of these spirits—Theo-
dore I'arkcr and Archbishop Hughes to wit—in favour
of spiritual conception.” Under more suitable circum-
stances, the speaker said, be could advance some ideas
on that subject connected with the philosophy of human
embryology, and that he now believed, so far as we can
believe without possibility of knowledge (hear!) in the
suprahuman birth of our Lord (?) Jesus Christ."

These views of a hyperphysical descent of Jeeus, the
lecturer alleged, were entertained by, in life, two such
antagonistic spirits, as the Unitarian Theodore Parker
and the Roman Catholic Archbishop Hughes, late of New
York”peaking through the mediumship of Mm. Haman ,
whilst another, and to my mind more sensible, alter ego
of a spirit, gave it as his opinion, and thio opinion io
mine loo, that those communications camo from fan-
tastic spirits. And what io more to the point, those
recording angels in the flesh, of whom Mr. O’Sullivan
io one, who are able to support such views as these by
word and pen, cannot, in my opinion, be very far re-
moved from the airy territory oiNephelo Kokkygia or
cloud-cuckoo town, inhabited by tbe above-mentioned
““fanUstic spirits.”"  Similar airy speculations were
indulged in, and even slightly endorsed, nearly twenty
years ago, by that eminont author and Spiritualist, the late
Robert Dale Owen, and are plainly eipressed in a most
elaborate foot note on page 203 of his masterly work,
“The Debateable Land," where be says in connection with,
bis new fangled theory of spiritual inception,
that ““these allegations—coming  through the
mediumship of a highly intellectual lady, a relative
of mine—involve neither suspension nor violation of
natural law, nor, | think, any improbability so violent
that we must needs reject it straightway. The commu-
nication alleges that Christ's birth occurred under cir-
cumstances so peculiar that he grew to manhood devoid
of appetite and passion (? ?) to a degree necessary to
bis pure integrity as Teacher, which no other person
has ever shared.” And again a little further on.

““At this stage of our knowledge (1871) 1 feel unquali-
fied to avouch such a theory, and unwilling to gaiosay
it. Ungifted with spiritual clear sight-seoing here, but
as through a glass darkly, why should 1 hasten to
decide? | am content to wait, it can be a few years
only now, for better discernment and broader light."”
Robert Dale Owen has now been in~the world of spirits
for a few years, but we have not yet heard from him
whether he met Jesus the Lord and Christ there, and
got tbe necessary informdfion about bis spiritual incep-
tion or conception from him inpropnd pereond.

It is surpassing strange that two so earnest and expe-
rienced workers in the field of Spiritualism—two eo
acute observéis and able recorders of its phenomena,
abould find it necessary for a due comprehension of the
indisputably great power of Jesus as a reformer of an
old creed, and partly as an originator of a now one, to
assume, & suppose that the “ Mau of Sorrow,”™ who had
also many hours of spiritual rejoicings, was differently
conceived or ineeptea than the rest of God's children.
It is indeed almost incomprehensible, that two such
learned men, who must know as well as tbe commonest
reader of fables and yarns of Mythology, that Buddha,
Cbrisna, Zoroaster, and even Pallas Athene, have been
in turn similarly represented as the offspring of extra-
ordinary hyporphysical or suprahuman (dotation and
parentage, should not have been able to see, or should
nave bten blinded by an overweaning hero-worship, dis-
abling them to discern that all these fabulous accounts
with respect to tbe origin of Jesus, through either
spiritual conception or inception, rest principally on

tbe words of the genealogy of Matthew, who,
however does not forget to mention the
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important .fact, that Marr's husband, Joseph,
being a just mao. had h>s just suspicions about ths
chastity uf his wife; whilst Luke speaks of Jesus
plainly as the tnpp>»rd son of Joseph, evidently imply-
ing a lack of knowledge or suspicion on tbe moot point
of human or suprahuman descent of the great Rabbi of
Christianity. Mark, again, dues nut say anything at all
about either conception or inception by a gnost, holy or
otherwise, and simply calls him the "'Son of God,"
which, | trust, all of us are

Furthermore, mentioning the diverse npiuione of the
Jews about the origin of Jesus. Mark only repeats tl>e
hearsay of the people, some taking h<m to be the be-
headed John the Baptist c«wme to life agxin, or reincar-
nated, whilst others believed that he was Elias, or one of
tbe prophets  The illogical t£>go speculations of John
the Neoplatonist, on the same subject, are known to all
readers, and do not throw the slightest positive light on
tbe ~pneumatic generis of Jesus' humanity from God's
or toe Holy Ghost's divinity by immaculate conception
or speculative inception.

It is strange, | say, that two such emiuenbacholars as
Mr O'Sullivan and Mr R 1) Owen, should not hare
been able to rest satisfied with tbe fact, patent to all
unbiassed thinkers, that these fabulous accounts of the
mysterious conception and birth ofJesus are themselves
tbe offspring of a credulous age, an age fond of legends,
loving tbe mysterious, full of the spirit of wonder, opeo
to admiration and even adoration of man-made gs
and heroes, an age. moreover,accustoined to call still living
men ““divine,” in fact of an age ready to believe, on the
authority of its priests or teachers, anv absurdity or
extavaganza io favour ofcrucified Sons of God, whom in
their life-time they often persecuted and cast out from
amongst them as madmen, or men possessed by tho
devil, or as blasphemers

Well, such is lite now, and life was sill more " %cch’
seventeen or eighteen centurie« ago But why need
we be surprised at the credulity of tho early hero-
worshipping ages of Christianity, when, in our own
times, learned bishops and theological scholars, and
would-be re-translators of an infallibly-inspired Word
of God, apparently run no risk whatever, in the
midst of gaping congregations of the faithful, ot
spoiling their reputation for veracity by promulgating

octrines far more illogical and untenable than tbe
byperphysical descent of Jesus? If millions of
Roman Catholics are still able to believe that Jesus
Christ is personally present in a little flattened dry
dough, or in a glass of bad sherry; that women may
have children and still remain virgins; that tho Pope
himself is God's ambassador to tho court of Rome and
to tho world at large, and as infallib ¢ aa the God whom
he represents, | say, if sane people in these boasted
enlightened days of ours can still manage to believe in
such a farrago of unholy trifles, why should we wonder
at people seventeen or eighteen nuudred years ag>
believing and greedily swallowing such folly about an
only-begotten Son of God, born by an immaculate
Jewish maiden, tempted by all sorts of devils, blue
and otherwise coloured, baptised by his inferior,
preaching for a year or two the truth to dead walls, and
winding up by being crucified for having been tbe boat
man that ever lived, still dying with an accusation
against his Father, with the famous " Eli,” on his lips ?

| repeat it again, it is unworthy of the talent and
spirit of Mr O'Sullivan, not to speak of the late R. D.
Owen, on tbe principle of de ssorfaM nil aui 6oeun,
equally unworthy of all enlightened Spiritua'ists to
attempt to elevate the human—purely human—person-
ality of Jesus of Bethlehem, and not Naxareth, so far
above tbe ordinary level of flesh-and-blood humanity,
moulded out of tbe original Adamic red clay, as to nuke
an utterly incomprehensible, divine, spiritual monster of
him, and that too against bis own expressed wish and
will, as indicated in nis plain repudiation of the simple
epithet “good,” as applied to himself by a mob of
admirers.

Are such Spiritualists, | ask, not playing into the
hands of their sworn enemies, the priests of modern
Christianity, tbe scribes and pharisees of heterodox
orthodoxy; of men who try to make a living out of tho
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dry bones of a dead devil ? Let us, for God's sake and
for truth's sake, be genuine, positive, and not metaphy-
s’csl Spiritualists; let us plough up and cultivate the
rich soil of our positive modern Spiritualistic pheno-
mena on which we now stand ; let us strictly follow and
not disgraco the encouraging example of such truly
scientific Spiritualistsaa the Crookes's, the Wallaces, the
Zoellners, the Flammarions, etc , etc., and | am sure our
sublime cause must and will prosper in spite of the
diamond gates of hell, which are now widely swung open
on their rusty and creaking hinges by a powerful league
of true anUcnrists in the disguise of Catholic and Pro-
testant Jesuits. If we do not do this, and stand
together shoulder to shoulder in earnest and unflinching
self-defence against the attacks of the powers of dark
new, both spiritual and temporal; if, instead, we lend a
ready and willing car U> the charming voice of “ fan-
tastic spirits"*—half Catholics, half Unitarians, either
in or out ot the flesh, then shall we deservedly become
the laughing-stock of tbir ago and of future ages, and
sober-minded mon will point tho finger of scorn and
derision even at the formidable phalanx of our best facts
and tbeir beat advocates. Let us avoid such a terrible
consummation by adopting the motto: tigillum veritatu
timplieitat; let us be simple in our lives, honest io our
speculations, resolved to stick to positive facta, and
eschew the inspirations of all “ fantastic spirits™ on both
sides of the grave, remembering tho words of Him who
warned us not to believe all sp.rits, but to try tho spirits
whether they are spirits of truth or the ambass»dors of
the father of lies  Thus only, and only thus, shall and
must our grand cause thrive and prosper in itgcula
ttreulorum !
C. W BOHNER. M.D.
Benalla, 19th Nov., 1H81.

SPIRITUALISM.

Ax Essay nr H. A. Nesbit*

Anotuks Essay on Spiritualism is before us. This is
from the West, and shews that the influence of the
subject is being felt over a wide area. Mr. Nesbit's
essay is an able one; he gives no evidenco of the facte
of Spiritualism, but shews its strength by exposing the
weakness of its opponents and the illogical nature of
most of the objections to it. In this respect bis essay
is unique, and would be valuable in the hands of those
Spiritualists who, from inexperience, are at a lowa to
meet the many objections urged against their belief by
well-meaning but ignorant friends.

IS THERE AN INVISIBLE HUMAN
LICENCE Pt
We have received from tbe author (Mr. Geo. Smith), a
pamphlet, bearing the above title, recently read before
the Brisbane Psychological Society. The writer states
that bis object is to give reasons why he believes in an
invisible human intelligence; and hopes, by the evi-
dences be presents, to promote serious thought and
reasonable consideration on tho subject treated. The
writer supplements his own experiences of Spiritual
Phenomena, supporting his hypothesis of an invisible
intelligence by some well selected and woll authenti-
cated accounts of seances with Foster and others, dis-
proving the theories of fraud or thought-reading, and
concludes his modest but wall-written paper with some
apropriate remarks upon the acknowledged potency of
invisible forces.

INTEL-

THE 80UL:

This latest work of our esteemed Oriental brother
Spiritualist and Theosophist is an attempt to define
by the aid of past and present philosophers the nature
of the siul, and the evidences of its development in
both worlds. Soul and Spirit are with most people

« Spiritualism ; An Essay by Henry A. Nesbit. Adelaide : Frear*
son, Bros. 1881
f Is there an Invisible Human Intelligencel By George Smith.
Smith A Co., Brisbane. 1881.
J The Soul ; its Nature and Development: by Peary Chand
Mittra. Stanhope Press, Calcutta. 1881.
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convertible terms, though in reality distinct. In this
instance the author refers to the interior imperishable
principle,the essential Ej>, which the progressed Spiritu-
alist recogoisu as the Inti mn. Socrates, Plato, and
Fichte all end-treed this idea The tenor of the numerous
quotations selected by Mr. Mittra is to show the natural
ulfi lity of the siul to Gid, and thit ths object of mm
in the bidy should be to rsleise it as mich as possible
from the tbrildom of matter, rendering the latter sub-
servient to its action. This is to be accomolishei by
purity of life and abstinence from excess of any kind,
oy meditation, and tbo cultivation of tbe spiritual
faculties, and by aspiration.

An #ppend  to the book contain« a brief but interest-
ing ace »unt of the doings of the (Calcutta) United
Association of Spiritualists.

VERIFICATION OE MESSAGE
TO TEE EDITOt OP TOE ** HABBINGEB OP LtOBT ™

Sir,—1 feel it to be a duty to those who have reached,
oven through horror and suffering, the bright home of the
immortals to recognise their message to friends in the
flesh, and in making known their presence and perfect
individuality in a public manner, to thus publicly
acknowledge tho same. Thia is called forth by a message
in your last issue from a spirit-entity purporting to be
Robert Wilson, late of Dunedin, New Zealand. The best
acknowledgment 1 can inako is to repeat tho words of bio
daughter Lily—Mthat the matter and manner of the
message was such that even if all names had been omitted
she would still recognise it as the words of her father.”

Whbat will yc bring. O angels.
To soothe the troubled breast ?

We will bring tbe cherished love«! one
From the mansions Of tbe blest.

Thus io the messago of immortality to mau and the
blessiog of Spiritualism made manifest.

One matter | must allude to, as it seems to bo in-
consistent with the fact, it is thio .—"Also my servant
Margaret escaped.” Tho fact being that she did not
escape, but was consumed with the others who were loot.
The explanation which presents itself to me io thio, the
girl was a very ignorant Irish girl not long from home,
now it acorns most difficult for spirits with their minds
filled with certain fixed ideas concerning tbe future state
to realize that thoy have left this earth, they consequently
remain on the earth sphere for a time, at least till they
learn better, and to spirits of another sphere, who
realized their own changed condition, would, to all intents,
appear as still belonging to earth ; hence the apparent
misatatemeut.  In another way, however, it gives evidence
of its genuineness, for, if the circumstances had been
obtained from other sources with tbe exactness of detail
ns given in tho message regarding names, occurrences,
etc., surely such a gross mistake would have been avoided.

| may state that | stand in tbe position of brother-in-
law to Robert Wilson, his two daughters now living with
us.

Hoping there may be many more messages of love to
suffering hearts,

I remain, Dear Sir, Yours, in tho Truth.
M LANDY.

Briagolong, December 20th, 1881.

Qcebt —Why did the uninspiroi translators of the
inspired Word of God leave out, in their new vorsioa
of first and second Corinthians, the imports it post-
scripts : " The first Epistle tp the Corinthians was writ-
ten from Philippi (not by Paul, but) by Stephanus, anl
Fortunatus, and Achaicua, and Timotheus ; " and again,
“The second Epistle to the Corinthians was written
from Philippi, a city of M icedoma, by Titus and tticas?
Echo answers interrogatively, "*“Why?'*  Perhaps it
would not answer the demands of plenary inspiration
by adopting the simultaneous inspiration of respectively
giur and two letter-writers on tho sami subject. For-

ve, then, the translators, for they know not what they

id.
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CAN IT BE?

A Stobt of ths Dat.
BY E. CYRIL HAVILAND

Chaptib 1.

“ No. all the talking under Heaven would not make
a>r believe »uch »tuff  Why, man alive, do you think
I would not be better employed than coming back to a
world | am already tired of, even allowing that we live
after thia life?""

Joseph  Kingsbury and | were arguing about
Spiritualism. He in a Materialist and an Atheist, and
I. Thomas Arbuthnot Haak, am a Spiritualist. We
were »rated on the verandah of my house alone, and |
naysay, we very often indulged in these discussions. |
bad m vain sought to get him to join in a trance, but
nothing, ho bad over and over again said, could induce
him.

" Well now, Joe," I replied,” you say, allowing wo livo
after this life. Now listen to mo for a minute. Do you
belicvo you have a soul—a spirit ?**

*No, most decidedly | don't. 1 believe ss you know
well enough, that when | die 1 cease to exist; there is
no more of me. What | am now goes to join the dust,
to form the very stones with which coming generations
will build tbeir castles—in fact, | believe that

* Imperial Caesar, dead, and turned to day.
Might stop a bole to keep the wind away ." "

* Well, Joseph, you don’t believe in any life hereafter
No existence, no being, and that in death all tonscious
nets ends ?" | ask.

“Most decidedly, Tom."

* And you are tired of this world you say ?"

“1am. Nothing bat trials and troubles surround us
here.”

" Woll then, Joseph, were I you, with your belief in
nothing, | should either kill myself or become as a beast
of the field, and idle time away in selfish enjoyment.”

““Now what's the good of talking like that. 1 can't
do either. | would not stain my name by suicide, and

I certainly cannot lower myselfto a beast of the field.”

"What difference would it make to you Joseph. You
believe there io no hereafter, you believe in no Supreme
Being. You are, and you will not be. There is no future
for you. therefore go and enjoy yourself or cease exist-
ing  But no, you Materialists feel as the author you've
just quoted says,

*Who would fsidets bear

To grunt sod sweat under a weary life.

But that the dread of something after death—
The undiscovered country from vrho«e bournc
No traveller retun»—pozzies the will.

And makes os rather bear those ills we bare
Than tty to others that we know net of."

“Now Tom,” says Joseﬁh, gett'ng a little triumphant
in bis speccl£” now look here. There's this very author
you quote now, a”in authority tome, says, * From whose
bourne no traveller return». Now, he can't have
believed in these spirits of yours, you know, to writo
that."

““l suppose not," J say, ““or he would surely not have
given us Hamlet's father's ghost, and the ghost of Ban”*uo,
not to quote the many instances where he mentions
spirits and ghosts as sctual beings; besides that, Joe,
I don't care what Sbakspeare's opinion was. 1 tell you
I bare seen for myself, and tested for myself, and 1
cannot, but believe.”

= Supposing, Tom, old boy, I were to convince you
that one of your mediums was a fraud, would you give
itapP"”

“"That depends. For instance, I know that there are
plenty of men who pretend to expose Spiritualism, and
they go down with the crowd who have never seen the
true thing, but never yet wss a true Spiritualist taken
in by them. | also know that there are men who call
them»elves mediums, who are thorough frauds, and |
have exposed several such myself"

" Well, if 1 were to prove that Charles Jamieson, the
professional medium you swear by, wasa fraud, and that
what be does is al) trickery, would you give inP"
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““It would make me doubt, and might shake my faith
considerably, and | would not believe in him any more,
| promise you,” | replied.

" Well, we will have a sitting, nr rather three sit-
tings. But you must promise me faithfully you do not
see him or warn him beforehand The first sitting |
want to see what comes; the aecond sitting | will ton
firm my plans for exposure . and the third sitting hr
prepared for the thorough diseomfi'ure of your spirit
medium,” «aid Joseph, io his usual dogmatic style.

“| promise you not to ¥e him, especially as he is out
of town, and won't be in his rooms till Wednesday next."
This was a Monday evening, in February, 1WU

M If it is convenient to you then we'll go to him on
Wednesday evening,” said Joseph.

* It would suit me better, Joe, to go in the morning
ifit's all the same to you."

““Oh yea; only I thought these professionals never
sat in daylight"

“ Why he sits with hie window wide open, and the
sun streaming in,” | reply with a am 1«

“ Docs he though? Oh, very woU, Wednesday morn-
ing at ton will do for me.”

" All right. | wonder who is this coming; 1 beard
the gate click,” | say.

Then up the steps from the garden come two figure,
and a voice says, “ Well, Tom. bow are you? "

“ Why, Jack, I'm glad you've come over, and Mr«
Bronton, too. Come in-ide, Mrs. Hawk is there. J-»e
and | were in one of our arguments, and now you've
come why we can introduce another &fement.

John fronton, who was a thorough Church of Eng-
land man, shook his head.

“No thank you,” said he; “ I'm sorry to have broken
in upon your fetea-trf?, but | avoid such subject«, and
think they are best left alone.”

“ Oh well. Jack, every one to hie liking. Come inside
then and we'll manage a game of whist , that will suit
you better."

So we went inside, where my wife and her sister. Mi«»
Langton, soon were enjojing a game at whist, with
Bronton and Kingsbury a« partners respectively.

Mrs. Bronton sat down to the piano, and treated us
to a few pieces.

1 was sittiug near Bronton, just looking on at the
game, and every now and then scraps of conversation
would be heard

“ Tour wife plays beautifully. Jack,” I say.

*Yes, Tom. It's your Jeal Mrs Hawk, shall I deal
foryou? That was two by honours and one by tricks we
were. Yes, Tom, as you were saying, she does play
well ; and it's all by ear, she cannot read a note of

Triusic.

" Well that is curious; she is a sort of musical medium
in a normal state, that is, | should «ay, some musical
spirit plays through her by impression "

"'Oh, bosh, Tom ; now don't talk such rubbish to me.
Here, is it my turn? | must not speak any more or
we'll lose all our tricks.™

" It's all very well for Tom to talk like that,” says my
sister-in-law, Mary Langton, who is flirting by-tlie-way
with Joe, tremendously, “ but | think he is gone mad on
this Spiritualistic craze, and 1 am sure Mr. Kingsbury's
opinion is much more probable than hie, that we do not
exist at all after death."

* Now, Mary," says her sister ; * whist not argument,
ifyou please; and you, Tom, be off and don't disturb
our card circle.”

*Very well, dear;” and obediently | rise and leave
them to their whist, and sit down near my musical friend
who plays by ear.

“ Don't you think, Mr  Bronton, that Mary is flirt-
ing very much with Kingsbury ?” 1 ask

m Well, I do, and he seems rather partial to her. 1
should not be surprised if they made a match of it.""

““And to tell you the truth neither should 1,” I add,
*and | would not be averse to the match, for heis a
very nice fellow; but I fancy your daughter is bis
greatest attraction.”

" Well, Lily dues not care much for him, Mr. Hawk,
but | suppose you would account for all this love making
by some such theory as the co-attraction of the affim-
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tirencM of the psychic force existing in the human
body,” says Mm Brouton, with a smile. ""That's good
for in«-"

“ | would not contradict you for the world, but I trust
you have a dictionary handy. However, let us go to
supper now they have finished their whist. '

Chapter 11.

Wednesday morning, and half-past nine. It was a
beautiful blue sky day, the sun shining just as
the sun knows how to shine in February, in Australia.

Joe was with us, he had come to breakfast, and was
io high g.ve at the coming discomfiture to my pot
medium.

» Come along, Tom, we'll be lato if you dawdle, and
my soul is anxious lor the fray. Good-bye, Mrs. Hawk,
and good-bye, Miss Langton," said Joe,as we went down
the steps.

* 1'd give anything ifyou proved him a fraud,” said
Mary to Joe. "'<>h, | would be delighted."

# Now. Mary, I've kissed my wife end with your per-
mission I'll do the same to you. although you are my
opponent. Good-byo, old girl,” and | jumped down the
steps and followed after Joe.

" By Jove, Tom, you will look blue over this, won't

you
* Now, Joe, what are you going to do, do you
suppose? Charles Jamieson will make vou look blue

at what he'll show you; but you talk as if no one had
evor tested him, and all the world were waiting for your
verdict.”

"Oh. no, not at all; only you see it's like being
blinded by love; you are all blinded by your fanaticism,
and you don't look for tricks.”

“ But don't you suppose that men like Crookes,
Wallace, Zoéllner, and a host of others would test all
these mediums woll when they got a chanco. Look at
those volumes Zéllner published on Slade; why they
are one mass of testa "

* Now, don’t talk to me ofSlade, a man who was in
grol in London for defrauding the public. Did not
Lnnkcster expose him 7*

“ No, Lankeslcr did not; and what is more, Slade was
never in gaol at all. It'sa most infamous lie, the cir-
cu'alion of that rc[>ort, and 1 will lend you a pamphlet
on it by M. A. Oxon, called “The Slade Case," in which
there is a full account ot the trial, showing the thorough
bias and unfairnose of both judge and evidence. But
here we are. 1 am not going to introduce you, Joe, und
you understand that ho is quite unprepared for t

" All right,” said my sceptical friend, and up we went
to a sitting room, a boy in wailing informing us that
Mr. Jamieson was ongaged.

Before long, however, a gentlemanly-looking young
follow entered the room, saying, " Oood-morning, Mr
Hawk, | am glad to see you. 1 only roturued from the
country last night."”

“And 1 am glad to see you looking so well, Mr.
Jamieson; this is a friend of mino. His name | won't
mention just now, as ho is a thorough sceptic, but wo
have c«me on purpose for a sitting."

* Certainly; 1 shall be delighted to help convince
your friend. In a few momenta wo will go into the
eranee room, the girl io just dusting it."

Mr. Jamieson seated himself on a chair just opposite
to us, and leaned his elbow on the table. “This is
delightful weather, Mr. llawk, is it notP* said ho.

*¥es, said I; and I got no furthor, for three loud
raps announced the acquiescence of our spirit friends.
* Thore did you hoar that, Joe ?”

M 1 beard you kick your chair ifthat's what you mean 2"

* Your friend is very sceptical,” said Jamieson, and
then he addressed Joe. “ You havo never had an oppor-
tunity of testing those things, have you 7*

“No," said Joe. ““I waut to got a thorough test,
but | am somewhat deterred for fear of the medium
feeling hurt or insulted. This is the last thing in my
thoughts. | am very sceptical, and want to thoroughly
satisfy myself of the truth or falseness of the pheno-
mena."
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" Oh, I will not feel hurt,* said Jamieson, “at any
test you piopose.

" Thank you ; then | shall take you at your word."

" For instanco, if 1 gave you such a tost as this.—
Your name is JoNoph Kingsbury ; you are 32 next birth-
day, and you were born at 16 Durham Street, Edin-
burgh  What would you say to that ?

This came so unexpectedly that even I, used as |
was to phenomena, was dumbfounded. As for Joe bo
just gazed and raid nothing.

" Please, Sir, your room is ready,” said the girl at the
door.

“ Come along," said Jamieson, laughing," you aro not
so formidable a sceptic after &H.

When we got in Joe remarked, " but Mr. Jamieson
how could you tell all that?*

*The spirits told me ; | saw them write it in the air
over your head, and more that 1 will not tell you."

" Oh, please do,"” said Kingsbury.

“ No, not just yet. Now ait down gentlemen, or if
you like examine the tabic, and movo it to any part of
the room you choose ; it does not matter to me.”

Kingsbury turned it over and rapped it, and moved
it some three yards from where it stood, and then we vat
down.

" Now," said Jamieson, “ writo several names on slips
of paper, and fold thorn up on tho table while | am over
bore.”

| showed Kingsbury how to do it, and then told
Jamieson they were ready.

As soon at he seated himself, rapping came on the
table.

“Our friends arc vory strong to-day," said he
tap, fap.

" They say *yes,"” | remarked to Kingsbury ; ““ those
three raps moan yes."

“Would you mind turning your foot out so that |
can soe them ?** said Joe.

We both did as requested.

"1 see the name of Margaret Kingsbury, your
mother; she died 22nd August, 186S, and she wants to
say something to you. Have you a slate with you?*

" Yes," said Kingsbury, ""ono | bought just now,"

Josoph got his alate out of tho papor, and Jamiosan
snid to him, " Now, | don't want to touch it; put the
piece of pencil on it, and hold it close up under tho
table. That a right; now put your other hand on top
of my two on the table—so ; now we will see if our
friends will write.”

Presently we heard scratch, scratch, and still more
scratches on tho slate, and then throe tape.

* Now,” said Jnmioson, * road it.""

| glanced ovor hie shoulder and saw tho message, and
besides that, | have soon the slato since theu often, and
know what was on it

* Dear boy,—I am your mother ; you need not doubt
me. Do not think of marrying Miss Bronton, for you
never will; you will marry Mary Langton; and as a
proof to you of my identity, 1 sign myself in full,
your loving mother—Margaret Amstow Kingsrurt."

" Well, that is wonderful; vou will excuse my look-
ing on itas yet, as very clever conjuring, Mr. Jamieson ;
but can any one else communicate ?

" wWe'll try™

Again a slate was held under the table,and presently
we heard the samo scratching sound 1 then Kingsbury
drew it out, and written on it was, " You doubt, but wo
aro here alive and sensible ; you cannot bo expected to
give in all at onco; you will not got further proof to-
day, but atanother sitting we will try and convince you."

Then, suddenly, as he finished realing, Kingsbury's
chair was twisted round, he sitting in itall the time.
This rather astonished him, but as tho sitting was ap-
parently at an end, he said he would call again and
investigate further.

" Why, whero is my hat? 1 left it down on that box
when we came in,' said Kingsbury.

We searched high and low for it, and at last I sug-
gested the spirits had taken it. Three loud raps
answered me:

" They have indeed,"” said Jamieson.
me where it is ?"

Rap,

* Will you tell
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« Then," he replied, holding a alate under the table,
“Write " We heard the writing and then read on the
»late, “ Inside the box ; the key ia in the »Coptic's coat
pocket.”

am sure | never took the key/ said Joe Kings-
bury, “ nevertheless 111 look.” So he felt, and there it
vasin hi» breast coat pocket, and when we unlocked the
bos, the hat was calmly lying inaide it.

We hade Mr. Jamieson ‘‘good-day,” and left. Out-
side Joe began, “ Now, look here, Tom, he is a good
conjuror, ft» clever n one a» I've seen, but in setting
himself up a» a »pint medium, he is a vast fraud.”

“ But, my dear fellow, look------

" Never mind, Tom, don’t trouble to explain it. |
can’t explain myself yet, but | will. It will take mo
longer than | supposed. There’s a friend of mine
though (a Dr. Scrag, who is an amateur conjurer), and
I'll get him to come with me, and between us we will bowl
lorn out.”

" But Joe."

“No *but»,” I wont listen to them.”

+ Well, come over to-night to tea, and have a talk.”

“Thank you, but I am engaged to go to Bronton’sor
1would." So Joe and | parted in the street, he going
to bi» business house, and 1 for a blow on the steamer
to Manly.

Chapter III.

| had been giving my wife and sister-in law an ac-
count of our morning’s séanco, as narrated in the last
chapter, of course omitting that part referring to Mary
and Miss Bronton ; and as it was then about half-past
seven in the evening, and a moonlight night, | proposed
we should go over to Bronton’s, for 1 was anxious to
have my talk out with Kingsbury.

” | cannot go this evening, Tom,” »aid my wife, “as |
have a dress | particularly want to finish ; but you and
Mary go.”

Ko, let Tom go alone," said Mary.

““All right, ladies, | wont stay long. | only want to
talk this out with Joe.” So I got my smoking cap and
slick and walked over. s

Just as | got to the house door | heard through the
»butters of the French windows that opened out on the
verandah these words :

“*But Miss Bronton, wont you give me the right to
consider myself engaged to you, for 1 do truly love
you.”

The voice was Joo Kingsbury's. | turned down the
steps quietly and softly, and went on to the grassy lawn
at the side of the house and bo out to the gate, think-
ing to myself of the message of the morning, and the
warning that he would not marry her.

" Now, they will never guess | heard them," | said to
myself as | slammed the gate an'U started whistling “ In
the gloaming,” all the way up to the house, stamping as
heavily as | could. Nt a word did | hear this time as
I knocked at the door, and when | was shown into the
drawing-room, there sat Kingsbury alone, looking over
a volume of photographs.

“Why, Tom, I did not know you were coming.”

““1 only dropped in for an hour. But where are
tho BrontonsP "

"'Oh, they will be here presently.”

" Have you thought any more of this morning ? ”

"Yes, the more | think, the more I am convinced he
is a fraud; but Scrag will bowl him out. | wrote to
him to-day, and ought to get an answer to-morrow after-
noon."”

"“Ah, Mr. Hawk, I am glad to see you,” said Mrs.
Bronton, as »he came into the room. "1 suppose you
have beard that Lily is going up to Queensland in a
few days ? ”

“*No, indeed I have not,” | replied.

“Yes, she is going for some months to my brother's
station. It will do her a great deal of good. *

“You will mi»s her, Mr». Bronton, I should think.”

I must put up with that; someday I shall lose
her altogether ; 1 mean when she gets a husband.”

I imagined and 1 suppose it was only imagination,
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she glanced at Joe, but he seemed particularly interested
in a photograph just then, for he asked her where the
scene lay, and who took the picture

Just then Mis» Bronton came in She was a slight,
pretty girl, with hair but there | always »kip these
descriptions when / read book», and so | wont write
one; what I've said is enough.

Jack Bronton soon followed lie had been out at
the back giving some man directions about a well he
wanted sunk, and he aM>logired for hie prolonged
absence.

We had music and cards, and when | looked at my
watch, 1 found it was hslf-nast ten. so | had stayed over
two hours.

““l must be off, Mrs Bronton, or my wife will give
me a Caudle lecture the rest of the night. But when
does Miss Bronton go to Queensland ? *

" Next week."

‘eThen do come over on Monday or Tuesdar night,
and let us have an evening before she goes  Will Mon-
day night suit you ? ”

" Tuesday will be better." .

“ Well, say Tuesday, to tea, all of you," I replied.

And so it was settled.

Lily Bronton amd Joe had walked a-head to the gate
as Mrs. Bronton, her husband, and 1 followed What
Joe said 1 don’t know, but for the first five minutes
after we had started down the road together, he never
spoke a word to me.

” You will come on Tuesday night of course,” | said.

"1 don't know.”

" Are you engaged, Joe? ” | asked, not thiuking of
the double meaning, that seemed to wake him up, for
he gftve a sigh and said,

“1 beg your pardon Tom ; what did you say ? ”

“ Why, | asked you to come over on Tuesday night to
tea to meet the Brontons, and you said *you didn't
know.” One would think you were in love.”

“In love? Ha, ba; good idea. No; | was thinking
of something else. Yes, I'll cotne with pleasure "

By this time we had reached iny gate, and | took
Joe in with me to get a cigar—he appreciates “ Henry
Clay’s,” of which 1 have a supply—and then we sat on
the verandah smoking for half an hour. My wile and
her sister had both gone to bed, ns it was pant eleven ;
so Joe and | sat and smoked and talked.

Now, when a man smokes a good cigar, generally ho
does not talk with the cigar between hi» lips; so, a» he
inhales the smoke he thinks, and then as lie removes
the cigar and blows the smoke out in a long thin jet, he
crystallises his idea, and as the smoke ends, he give«
hi» thought words, and speaks. Thus was our conver-
sation. | began it.

“ My brother-in-law, Charlo« Carlyle, wrote to mo
from London last mail, and he has been to see a great
many mediums He says he has seen Duguid, the
medium painter, and Egiinton, and several other«, and
he is delighted with them.”

" By the way, do you ever mesmerise your wife now
Tom P ™ asked Joe. “ You remember—and mentioning
Charles’ name puts me in mind of it—that just before
I arrived from tho old coun ry, that excitement con-
cerning the burning of €hailes house occurred, and
you »aid it was through your wife's clairvoyance that
the villain was traced. You promised me then to »ee
Mrs Hawk in this clairvoyant state, aud 1 have never
yet had the opportunity."

“ Well Joe, to tell you the truth, I hare not mes-
merised her for about eighteen months, but some night
I will, and you enn test it for yourself; but you will be
as sceptical then as you are now over Jamieson.™

“ No; you see Jamieson has to live by it, aud your
wife has not.”

“Oh, then, tho fraud is simply in living by your
profession.”

“*Not at all; but he should not take money. Now,
the other day, he received half a sovereign from you for
our sitting, and he ought not to charge a penny.”

“ That is funny argument, Joseph.”

“ He should do something else ; get into an office or
something, and then lot people come to him of an
evening,” said Joe.
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“ Well Joo, the clergymen live out of their religion,
and why shouldn't her He give» up the whole of hi»
time to spirit wotk.and hie time is worth so much to
him, and ao he ahould be paid for it*

* Now Tom, what do these spirits teach you ? Tell
me one thing.”

*Ono thing thev teach ia, that by the power they
exhibit they are able to do thing» we cannot do. | have
no doubt that when the spiritualistic knowledge haa
progressed ao far—and the progression Diuil be both in
the apirit world and here on thia earth—that invention»
of useful machine» will increase, and al) human know-
ledge will bo vastly benefited by a clover spiritual com-
munion  Messages will lie delivered to our friends iu
England or America, quicker, surer, and at ao im-
mensely lover cost than by telegraph. | can see in the
future, Joe, the time when there will be certain me-
diums who will be en rapport by spirit power with all
the countries of the globe, aye and even with many of
the worlds of the universe, and when merchants and
others will seek their mediumship to order goods or
even to converse with their London or American agents
easier than by telephone. What we know, Joe, is
nothing to what is coming.” “

““All | can ray, Tom, is that if | did not know you
I ahould »ay you were mad, and even now | begin to
entertain fear» of your health. Get thee to bed, friend,
and in the w mis of that famous poet Anon, *cool thj
fevered brow." *

* Good mglit, Joe ; 1’ll make you believe before |
have done with you. Wu'll see you hero ou Tuesday to
tea; don’t forget.”

"Au rtooir," said Joe, and he vanished out of my front
gate leaving me to shut up the bouse and go lo bed.

| bad opened out a vista of thought before myself aa
regarded the future (tower of the spirits, and while 1
was away cons ago, | suddenly lost all recollection, and
suppose must have gono to sleep, for | found myself
in bed the noil morning.

{To ba continued.)

JOTTINGS FROM THE NORTH-EAST.
* A MKHBT CUBIBTMAS AND A IIAPrT NKW YeaB"

Abotheb year has nearly faded into the long age« of
the past Many friend» have joined the throng of those
gone before into the bright and happy land of the here-
after, old faces, whose many kindly smiles shed rays of
love and kindness on all anund. And some friends have
journeyed into other lands ; while aomo have merely
changed the scene of labor. Many yet remain. Our
cause flourishes. Truth against the world. On all
bands | see wonderful changes in the minds of men.
Our cause is not looked on with that disfavor it was only a
few short years ago. Tho press and pulpit favor (if
favor it be where they receive more than give) us by
making acknowledgments in indirect ways, that wo
are right in our conceptions of nature and of nature’s
God. The teachings of barmonial revelations are taking
their place as the foundation of all true religion. Love
God and your neighbour an yourself. Do all the good
that it is possible in your humble sphere. Let those be
our guide», and then | may, with all confidence. say that
my wish of a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
will be fully consummated.

I once hoard an anecdoto about a minister who, being
requested to pray for rain, excused himselfon the plea
that there was no good in praying for rain aa long as the
wind was “ due #st. He did not believe in his prayers
being a failure. The same as a supplication that | once
beard delivered by a very worthy clergyman of the
Church of England, a man who was without doubt the
truest geotleinan 1 ever know ; and many will, 1 am suro,
acknowledge with me that a kindlier man than the Rev.
J. 1. May never officiated io any pulpit The occasion
referred to was the opening of a large quart« crushing
machine.
prosper tho undertaking ; in fact, by the tone of hia
suppliesiion, be wanted the Almighty to look after and

take charge of the affair, thereby, in all probability
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securing a handsome percentage on the outlay of the
shareholders.  For it must be a success if divine favor
was bestowed on it. His prayer was lengthy. The
" Amen" from the assembled shareholders and others
waa hearty. The hymn following was sung with fervour;
yet there never wm agreator failure, or a quicker smash
up, than the enterprise in queation. Mr. May should
have followed the caution of the before named clergyman
about the rain—“ No u»e in praying for success on a
crushing plant without the reef looks well.”

Home writer lias been taking tho Harbinger and
Spiritualism to task in tho columns of tho Oven» and
Murray Adrertiecr, of October 22nd. It ia a critique
on that month's Harbinger. ~ With the exception of one
gross falsehood, and a few bard words, there is nothing
of any moment in it. The falsehood referred to is this.
Speaking of materialisations he says " Now, even ifwe
did not know that, wherovor any critical investigation»of
the apparent phenomena produced at theso sittings lias
been allowed, they have invariably been traced to plain
and palpable material causes.” The writer of the article
in question would naturally lead one to suppose that all
the scientific men who havo investigated tho phenomena
of Spiritualism, and in that clans | placo materialisation
of course, must have been deceived. The baro possibility
of such a thing is repugnant to common sense. Surely
if we can tru»t scientific men to search into the mysteries
of nature, and believe them when they give to the world
the fruits of their researches in the laboratory, and when
they say that their investigations have led to certain
results ; and if they take in hand to investigate into the
phenomena of Spiritualismand they say such and such took
place; we have used every possible means to discorer
trickery ; wo have brought science to help u», and we find
that the phenomena of materialisation is true; why cannot
there be the »amo amount of faith placed in them as when
they said they had discovered the component parts in
water, of air, or any thing else that was tho object of in-
vestigation, particularly if they said we hare experi-
mented in our own room», and with our own apparatus,
so as to discover any trickery? We have fullv substantiated
the astounding fact of materialisation.  Yet this writer
»ays wo woro always under the impression that the Katie
King was an exploded affair, or words to that offset
Does be mean Crooke’s Katie King? If he does, then
I can say truth in bis vicinity lies at the bottom of a
remarkably deep well, so deep that there is not the
slightest chance of the writer ever making heracqusint-

anco.

The Rev Mr. Gosman, chairman of the Congrega-
tional Union, lectured at Wahgunyah lately, taking as
bis subject ““Creeds and Conscience.” He acknoa-
ledged that the subject of** Creed” was creating a large
amount of interest in all parts of the world, and lio
thought there would be a great crisis in ecclesiastical
matters. Ho thinks the axe should be used at the root
of the matter, via., subscription to creeds, give the
ministers freedom of thought and speech, and make them
free-thinkers at once. It is said creeds preserve the
truth and aro a defence for the word of Goa. Now wimt
defence docs the word of God require ? | ahould advise
the rev. gentleman to ask Colonel Irgersoll that question.
No doubt the answer would be very satisfactory to him
and his brother clerics. It appears, from the report of
the lecture, tho rev. gentleman pitched right and left
into all denominations on tho aubject of creeds. Battered
at by a minister of the gospel, and torn to shreds by tho
Freethinkers, 1 can fully endorse the worthy gentle-
man's remark, that there is a crisis in ecclesiastical
matters that will shortly culminate into a state that will
make the churches of Christendom quiver to their lowest
foundations.

The Rev. Canon Howard, incumbentof Christ Church,
Beechworth, speaking at a tea-meeting held at a place
named Oxley, »aid some things that may be taken as

Mr. May invoked the Almighty to bless and (showing the way the pulpit ia gradually following tho

van of modern progress, and | may also add, Freethought
and Spiritualism. Coming as they do from a gentleman
of the Rev. Canon's position, it shows plainly that the
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Bev. Canon ii fully alive to the peril the church is in if
ebeholds on to the superstructure of the bygone past. He
does not—by the report from which I quote—delight in
irisbey-washey speeches or *clerical butter" that
generally prevails at tea-meetings. Men should not be
afraid to exercise the faculties which God had given
them.  In speaking further on he said Egvptiology
Lad made great strides of late years. Manuscripts had
been fuuna that had been buried thousands of years.
These had been deciphered and translated, and in the
“Retreat of the book of the dead" forty-three com-
mandments are given ; everything contained in our Ten
Commandments being found therein. Were the
Egyptians inspired ? The historical books of the
Hebrews were no more inspiration than those of the
Egyptians. He went on to say many mistranslations
bad occurred in the Bible. Everlasting torment did uot
once appear in the original. He once did believe in a
devil and hell, but does not now. He would like to
know where would all the brimstono come from for fuel.
He believes the soul will live on until when perfected it
will dwell with its eternal father. It might justly be
inferred that God corrected us here to enable us to sus-
tain further enlightenmentin higher spheres ofexistence.
Who amongst thoughtful cultivated minds can believe
that the progression and advancement of the soul ceases
when tho vital forces that had sustained their bodios
cease to act  Speaking of the words of Christ on the
cross, “ This day sbalt thou be with me in Paradise,"
Paradise meant, he said, the place where our spirits
dwell until fitted for translation to higher spheres.
Jesus preached to the imprisoned spirits of the love of
the Father. 1 ask any reader of the Harbinger whether
there is not a great deal of the teachings of tbe
philosophy of Spiritualism in the words of the Rev.
Canon. 1 would have liked to have given further ex-
tracts from bis speech, but 1 shall possibly have
occasion to jot down in the future some more of the
sayings of our orthodox spiritualistic minister of Christ
Church, Becchwortb, and so I refrain.

On dil. * Alocal light” of the Wesleyan Church,
Yackandandah, has turned Freethinker, and now wonders
how be never “ thought” before.

The Oient and Murray Adcertiter, Beechworth, a
paper with a large circulation, has, in its issue of
November 19th, a reprint from the Harbinger for same
month of the materialisations through the mediumship
of Mr. George Spriggs. The whole of the article appears
without note or comment.

MR. WALKERS LECTURES.

Mr. Walker’s first course of lectures at the Temperance
Hall have been well attended dliring the past month;
one of them, “ Peter, Paul, and Judas,” was specially
reported for this papeju but as it would occupy about
five pages, wo are compelled from want of spaco to hold
it over.  Mr. Walker visited Sydney last week, and
delivered two successful lectures there.

Tiie Citvof Sydney Printing and Publishing Co. have
just issued a useful pamphlet, by E. C. Haviland, en-
titled ““Hints for Beginners, with Rules for Seances.”
Considering the fact of Spiritual intercourse as ad-
mitted, the author, after giving a condensed return«! of
his own varied experiences, indicates in brief those
things which conduce to success in experimental circles,
followed by tbe concise rules published in the London
Spirilualitt, concluding with a list of standard works
appropriate to investigators. Spiritualists who are often
asked for instructions how to get evidence, would do
well to keep a few of these pamphlets by them.

An account by Dr. Barkas, F.G.8., of some experiments
in weighing materialised forms at Miss Woods’ seances,
appears in the Spiritualitt for October 7th. The forms
there seem much lighter than those which appear at Mr.
Hprigg's seances, one of them weighing only 4 Ibs., whilst
tie heaviest registered 45 Ibs.
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THE ““FOYE” CORRESPONDENCE.

The following letter in reply to “ W" was sent to the
Age, but not published by that journal. Being very per
tinent to the question we print it for the benefit of our
readers:—

As one of the gentlemen to whom answers were given on Sunday
night, at Mrs. Ada Foye's test manifestation, allow me to observe
that your correspondent # W* is wrong in his theory, as far as |
Am concerned.

lie assumes that the questioner must necessarily have his
mind, wishes, and thoughts concentrated on the object in view
before the medium can establish herself in the others identity,
Now, in my case, it was not my intention to write at all when |
went there ; in fact, | weut simply to hear Mr. Thomas Walker
lecture, and, it was only after being repeatedly asked by my wife
that | consented to write a name. | put down the first one that
occurred to me, without thinking acrioualy of What | was doing
and more to please her than in expectation of eliciting the start-
ling results that | obtained. Then again, if it is necessary for
the medium’s mind to be as he suggests ra rapport, or a part of
the investigator's mind, how could a third party, a stranger to
both the medium and myself, step forward, and at tbe bidding of
*he raps, pick out from twenty or thirty other similar pieces of
paper the identical one that | had written, which noone but my
wife and | had seen. Tbe medium's mind could not act upon bis
in the way suggested, for he did not know the paper himselfwhen
he came to it, and consequently could not by any complex action
of bis mind transmit any information which would give tbe
slightest clue to the medium

Again, another test that was given the same evening, where the
writer of the name, after having satisfied himself on the genuine-
ness of the replies» requested a mutual friend to ask a question,
which was also truthfully answered, and in one instance an
answer was given to the mutually asked question. No, Sir, some-
thing other than " W’s" ingenious theory is the proper solution of
tbe matter | am not a Spiritualist, but 1 must say that the
information | gained on Sunday night, be it from what source it
may, to my mind deserves more than a passing notice. If it is
true that spirits can and do communicate with persons alive, tbe
sooner it is universally known and believed in the better. If itis
untrue then wby don't tbe clergymen investigate it, so that they
could give authoritative contradiction to the statements. It will
not convince the people of to-day that, by thus merely ignoring
it, there is no truth in it. The age is passed when such behaviour
would be believed in. The world ie growing rapidly to require
strong practical proofs of every assertion, theoretical, commercial,
social, or on auy subject that interests them ; and when | see that
such men as Crooks, Varley, Whately, Lytton, Sergeant Cox,
Mapes, Edmonds, and a host of other practical, scientific, long
headed men of business assert that, after investigation, they
solemnly announce that Spiritualism is true, then 1 cannot help
thinking that tbe testimony of those who have searched, patiently
and intelligently, and after all arrived at that conclusion, is
worthy of greater consideration than tho testimony of those who
ignore it, who have never investigated it, and yetsay it is
untrue.

As Mr. Walker justly said, in his lecture on “The Coming
Religion,  if tbe clergymen are certain about their views on
religion, why do they not court enquiry, not shun it? The greater
the truth tbe greater the investigation it will stand, and all tbe
brighter will that truth appear after such a test. It will not
satisfy my mind if I am told by anyone that we must not question
this, that, or the other, but must take it for granted that such is
the case.

I believe our orthodox clergy are doing positive harm to their
views by remaining quiescent at this critical period of tbe
churches’ history. They bad far better be up and doing, or they
will find they will soon be preaching to empty pews.

WM. BALL.
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DUNEDIN LYCEUM AND

HALL, =

FREETHOUGHT

The following account of the laying of the foundation
atone of the above hall in abridged from the Duoediu
A'cAo, of October 22nd. The ceremony took place on
the 15th October, and, after describing the arrangements
for tbe accommodation of the Lyceum children and large
band, the Echo nays, “The crowd at this time km not
less, we believe, than 3000 people,” and, the band having
played aotne introductory tnumec, the choir and Lyceum
children sang a portion of the Now Zealand National
Anthem, composed by Mr. Thou. Bracken (a member of
the Freethought Association) commencing as follows:—
"God of Nslioml at thy fret.
lu the bond« <f love we meet.
Hear our voices we entreat,
O nl defend our Freeland.
Guard Pncitics triple star,
From the shafts of strife and war,
Make her praises heard afar.
God defend New Zealand."

Mr. Braithwaite, as Chairman of tbe Building Committee, then
stepped forward, and, handing Mrs. Logan a handsome silver
trowel, said : 1 have tbe honour to aak you to lay in the customary
fashion the foundation-stone of a building to be called the Lyceum,
which, when erected, is to welcome within Its walls people of all
ahades of opinion, and to he dedicated to freedom of conscience,
to intellectual and social liberty, and to that higher morality
which we believe rraolts from obeying tbe laws of Nature. As
Freethinkers we naturally feel proud of tbe event that brings us
together, which in sonic respects is au auspicious one. To-day
we arc to lay tlio foundation stone of the Aral Freethought Hall
in tbe Australasian colonics. Old and young arc here to take part
in the ceremony, each feeling hopeful of the ultimate results of
scch an unusual occurrence.  We bare with us—making glad tbe
acene with their clear, ringing merry voieeo—the children of the
Arat Lyceum started in New Zealand, an institution fraught with
the deepest interests to our movement. We have also with us
moot of the members who in years gone by initiated and sustained
in season and out of season the Dunedin Freethought Association
the first of its kind in this colony. Yourself and your worthy
husband are two of the number. What more fitting, then, than
that you should lay the foundation-stone of a hall to be used for
tbe dissemmatiou of principles for which you hare ardently
laboured ? | take great pleasure, then, on behalf of tbe Free
thought Association, in presenting you with this silver trowel to
perform the work for which we have met. It bears the following
inscription  « Presented by tbe members of the Freethought
Asoociatiun to Mrs. John Logan on the occasion of laying the
foondatioo-stonc of the Lyceum. October 16, 1881. Mr. J. A.
Burnside, architect j Mr. Henry Martin, builder.” May you long
be spared to keep this trowel as tbe memento of an occasion
which, | feel sure, will be hailed with joy by Freethinkers every-
where, and which will encourage thsm in their efforts; and may
the fruits of this day conduce in the future to the spread of our
cause, and to the moral, intellectual, and physical development of
humanity.

Mrs. Logan received the trowel, and, before the stone was
lowered, Mr. &by read the list of papers, Ac, placed In the
hollow of the atone, saying : tadir and Geatlemen,- following
are tbe papers that are to be placed beneath the stone  €hriatia
tuefrd, October 14 ; Arie Zealand Churchman, October 1 ; Arv
Zealand Prexbyteriaa, Octobty 1 ; A'rtv Zealand Tablet, October
14 ; Echo, October 16 , Etaiisy Star, October 141 Aforaiag
Herald and Ctayo Daily &, October 16 ; also, secular tract
Jfo. 1 Of the Canterbury Freethought Association ; New Zealand
Anthem, and song, * Scatter Seeds of Kindneea, and programme
of the day’s proceedings. Tbe parchment also to be placed under
tbe stone bears tbe following M Dunedin Freethought Associa-
tion.—Thbe foundation a ne of tbe Lyceom Hall was laid this
16th day of October, 1881, by Mrs. John Logsn. Tbe following
are the office-bearers of the Association and members of Building
Committee, vis, President, Robert Stout; vice-presidents, William
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Bolt and J. Ritaon ; secretary, I. Selby ; treasurer, R. Malcolm

committee—Messrs. J. Parke, William Dickavn, P. Cairns, W. Il
Smith, J. Gore, I. Russell, 1. N. Merry, J. O. Marshall. Building
Committee—Messrs. Bolt, Malcolm, Parker, Low, Braithwaite,
Thompson, Stcvenaon, Beverley, and Selby. John A. Bum-ide,
architect ; Henry Martin, contractor ; W. 11. Smith, inspector.
Officers of Lyceum—Conductor, R. Stout ; musical director, John
Parker; assistant conductor, J. G. Marshall; guardian, 1. Belly.
Baud—Miss Parker, Miss Logan, Blasters Parker, Danett, and
Naumann.  Leaders—Mrs. Champion. Miss Walker, Miss Darui-
son, Miss Dornwell, and Mrs. Luke ; Messrs. Braithwaite, €riddh

Hunter, Macadam, and Cairns.

Mrs. Logan then tapping tbe stone, declared it well and truly
laid, saying .- Friends,—Ry direction of tbe Building Committee
of the Lyceum Hall | have now to declare tbe foundatioo-stone
well and truly laid, and may the ball, when erected, prove to be a
place where much good will be dune to humanity by the diffusion
uf knowledge and the promotion of freedom.

Three hearty cheers were then given, in which tbe crowd
joine<L  The band played a selection from * Il Trovatore,” intro-
ducing cornet, baritone, and euphonium solos, and tbe rendering
of this selection was loudly applauded.

Mr. Stout stepped forward, and spoke as followshare t>
state that | have received many letters uf apology from memlai«
who arc unable lo attend. In ono letter, which isa type of the
rust, tbe writer says : "I Kok upon it (laying the foundation-
«tone) as planting an oasis of liberty and honesty tn a wililerucm
of cant, and may It ever keep green in energy, and prosper.”
To-day is, | hope, an auspicious day for our Association. When
we first met, and formed au Eclectic Association, who &mong us
would then have predicted that to-day we would be able to lay
the foundation-stone of a new ball—that we were to hare for our-
selves a ball where wo could meet for mutual instruction, social
intercourse, and for tbe moral training of our children! And.
though we have not yet raised all the funds necessary to
thoroughly complete and furnish our ball, I must here acknow-
ledge the kind, generous, and magnanimous response that has
been made to the request for subscriptions. One gentleman has
given £1000 to us, we having only to pay interest for the term uf
tbe lease and not to repay the principal; another has given £300,
another £300 on similar terms, and another £200, and another
has promised £200, so that we have £2000 given to us—not to bo
repaid. Then our subscriptions have come to about £700, and we
have promise of more ; and we hope that during the first year, at
all events, we will receive so much monetary aid as to leave our
hall without debt and with the only liability to pay interest to
which I have referred. As an Association, 1 do not know if we
should have succeeded io well bad it not been for tbe misrepre-
sentation with which we have been assailed. It is well known
that amongst those who do not believe the orthodox creeds there
is uot the tame tendency to organise as amongst the sects. It is
against tbe evils of organisation that they have to protest, and
they are ever afraid of a new sect being formed. When, however,
¥ became patent to all that tbe orthodox were organising, sod
rival accts were demanding State funds for the teaching of their
creeds, then it became ucceasary that the Liberals should organise
not for offensive but for purely defensive purpose«. If wc were
uot to lose even political rights and political privileges we asst
show a union. What, then, was to be the basis of our unwu.
Practically speaking, wc have had oo bsaia. We formed an so-
cialion and gave it a title, and threw our doors open to all—and
of>en they are now. A Catholic, a Jew, an Episcopalian, a
Presbyterian, a Wesleyan, a Camphellite may join us. All we ssk
is that everyone shall have the liberty to bold and express bis
opinion, consistent with the like liberty to everyone else. We
ask no member to sign a creed or declare bis opinkn, and hence
it is that wc have amongst us Agnostics, Thcists, Spiniualuta,
Pantheists, and Atheists. Wc look upon religion not as a thing
to be settled by authority but by truth ; sod we do not believe
that men 2000 or 4000years ago were belter able tosettle religious
questions than we arc. Wherever there has been civilisation there
have been differences of religious views, and as the race has pro
greased—and it baa piogreased—we believe that its religious ideal
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hare become purified. There is ever a contest between the past
*nd the pretent—between what ia established and what it true.
Tl poetical narrative of the contctl between Elijah and the
prophet of Baal on Mount Cannel ia only the record of the
struggle bewecn what ia the established and what other» believe
to be the true. The question aaid to have I>ecn put on Mount
Carmel was : Wat Baal (that was the King and Queen's religion,
the Court religion) to be followed, or Yahviam Ail through the
ag« the same struggle has gone on. Buddhism was driven into
opposition of the popular Hindu religion by the way its first
apostles were persecuted. And the records of the early struggles
of Christianity and of Protestantism tell the «mine talc. The ca»ly
Christiana did not wish to found a separate sect. It was only
persecution that made them go apart. To every race, in every
age, the same question comes: Wil) you choose as your guide
authority or truth | This ia peculiarly the question in our age.
The beliefs of the orthodox people arc not the beliefs of the ortho-
dox men of science. There ia a great divorce Letwccn them. la
tni'b double! Truth and wisdom arc one. We believe that it
cannot be for the good of mankind that falsehood should be
believed ; and hence we think a man's religious aspirations should
have as their basis, not the beliefs of the men of the past, but the
discoveries of the men of the present. * Choose yc this day whom
ye will serve.” But we admit there is Frccthougbt outside our
ranks. It honeycombs the Chtfrch How many men believe what
their Church dogmas and doctrines say arc true I Even what are
called the cardinal doctrines of Christianity—the atonement and
the Trinity—how many believe them ?  Our movement, therefore,
can not be judged by the numerical strength of our /saociation.
It is permeating the churches with this good result—that men arc
becoming “ less mindful of creeds and more careful of deeds.™
Liberal sentiment is getting diffused. This is tending to break
down the old bigotry that has worked so much evil in the world.
Of course the narrow and unenlightened in this age, and in every
age, cannot understand bow we should not believe as they believe ;
but I hope the changed manner in which Freethinkers are now
treated show that, as a race, we have reached a higher piano of
civilisation. But even now how arc Freethinkers treated by
It is thought that all are immoral who do not accept the
poplar creed. This we arc living, and we hope to live, down.
We do not say we are any better than our neighbours—I do not
think we are any worse. Our morality is cold—snnctionlcss—it
itsaid. Those who thus talk do not know what morality is.
Morality is a part of man’s nature—man cannot livfc without it,
any more than he can breathe without lungs; and it depends on
no book any more than men planting corn depends on injunctions
in avolume. Butwe can afford to let this cry of immorality
alone. It is a cry with which every claati that did not accept the
popular theology haB been assailed. Wc look forward with hope.
What day ia this, think you, the anniversary of f It is the day
of Virgil's birth, and of Lucretius's death. Bilt it is not of these
two great Latin poets | would speak, but of an incident in our
century. On this day, in 1819, Richard Carlisle was found guilty
of blasphemy, and afterwards sentenced to pay a £1500 fine, to
be imprisoned for three years in Dorchester gaol, and to find
sureties for the rest of his life for good behaviour. What crime
had he committed, think youl He bad published the book of a
believer in God—he had published Thomas Paine's ““Age of
Reason"—a book that nowadays sells by the hundred in our midst
without question. Indeed, some people think Thomas Paine
belieicd even too much. Could anything mark our progress better
than this incident? And Carlisle's wife, for publishing the account
of his trial, his speech for his defence, which contained the whole
of the “ Age of Reason.” had also to be subjected to rules of Court|
and she afterwards was sent to Dorchester gaol for no crime but
publishing her opinions. The same tyrannical spirit exists, but
Its power is gone, never, | think, to return. We see even in this
colony trustees of public libraries excluding any book or news-
paper—the Echo, for example—from a State-supported institu‘ion,
because its theological views are not the popular theology ; and
we see the same spirit in the attempt to give State funds for the
teaching of theology. It is the way it manifests itself nowadays.
But what an advance have we made since 1819—nay, since
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1841—for there were prosecution« for blasphemy to late as that.
We have now a free Press, free printing, and ire speech. As the
State has I>ccome secular, freedom has grown.  Relegate religion
to the State and we will have back all the old bigotry, all the
old persecution, all the old bitterness, and all that warlike feel-
ing that was predicted would come into the world ; members of
the same family fighting with one another We do not expect
Erecthought al once to become powerful. Everything is against
it. Heredity, respectability (which Carlyle so satirised “he
kept-a-gig"*), authority—all on the one side. True it is in every age.
however, that the belief that is oft-treated with contumely suc-
ceeds. The stone that the builders reject becomes the head of the
corner. The creed of one age is forgotten in the next, and that
which waa despised obtains the place of honour. But wc have a
danger. Do not let us harden into a sect and imagine that we
are on a Pisgah-like eminence from which we can see all the pro-
mised land. Alas | we are not near the top of the mountain yet.
We are still searching after truth. Whbat we must do is to strive
to get rid of dogmatism ; to reverently accept the true, whatever
cherished conviction this may compel us to give up. Thia is our
duty. Do not let us try to put the new wine of science into the
old bottles of authority. Be ever prepare«! for the true. If we
do that wo will not require to waste our energies or waste our
time in attempting to reconcile science with religion. They will
be one The universe iaone. To have two cosmogonies iaitnpos
sible. One must be falac. Our hope must be in the future, not
the past. To-day wc are pioneers, burdened with the belief« of
the age—burdened with the evils of the age-for we are not what
we seem.

* Our deeds still travel with us from afar.

And what we have been makes us wbat we are.”
This is true of us individually—it is true of us as a community-
true of as as a race; and, knowing this, let us see that we ever
keep the future before us. Let us never forsake truth. Follow
her ever, follow her on. We, too, may have a faith. We may
have a faith in Truth and Progress.

““ 1, too. rest in faith

That man’s perfection is the crowning flower

Toward which the urgent sap in Life's great tree

Is pressing—seen in puny blossoms now,

But in the woild's great morrows to expand

With broadest petal and with deepest glow.”

From recent numbers of the Spiritualist, we perceive
that there ia a hopeful, cheerful feeling as to the progrew
of Spiritualism in England. The respectful manner in
whicn Spiritualism was approached during the October
Conference of the Church of England at Newcaatle-on-
Tyne, is one source of congratulation. Then as a minor
matter, but still of importance, it io pointed out that the
London Daily Telegraph has opened its columns to
correspondents who can furnish well authenticated
accounts of houses that are haunted, of the appearance
of ghosts, and simdiar phenomena ; a repetition is given
in minute detail of the extraordinary events which
occurred under the mediumship of Mr. Home, in the
Eresence of the Countess of Caithness and other well-

nown persons, when that medium lifted red hot coals
out of the grate, and carried them about the room in his
naked hands. The death of Lord Airlie, at Denver,
Colorado, has recalled the attention of the public to the
musical dirges which have always been heard at Cortachy
Castle on the death of the head of the family ; a drum
accompanied by fifes is heard in the wood adjoining the
castle, then after approaching the building, the music can
be distinctly followed to the chapel, when it dies away in a
plaintive dirge above the family vault, where lie buried
the former lords of Airlie. The London Court Journal,
the London Daily Telegraph, and the Birmingham Daily
Post, have all admitted articles on this interesting
subject.  The Pall Mall Gazette, of the 28th Sept.,
gave an article entitled ““A Ghost at Noonday,” which
is copied into the Spiritualist, as well as the above
narratives.

The Medium, of September 80th, contains a beautiful
sermon by Archdeacon Colley, entitled “ Spiritual Light,”
it is from the Ohurch of England Sentinel, of Natal,
where the Archdeacon is now officiating.
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EVENINGS AT HOME IN SPIRITUAL SEANCE
BY MISS HOUGHTON.

LoxDOM : ThbVUNKB AMD Co., LUDGATE HILL.

Tills book is writton in an earnest yet easy and excellent
style, and altogether Mita Houghton ia to be compli-
mented upon her choice ol language and her power of
expression. Evidently the work has cost her much
labour and thought, and it bears the mark upon it of
sincerity and purpose. We feel bound to acknowledge
these and other merits, at the same time that we dis-
agree with the talented authoress upon the subject she
writes upon  Her mind is markedly of what may be
termed the “ Devotional™ order, and in consequence the
book is little else, so far as subject matter is concerned,
than an “aid" to orthodox faith furnished by the
evidence of spiritual phenomena. In the preface she
says, " My great aim has literally been to shew what the
Lord bath done for my soul.” This she religiously
details during the progress of her work. In our eyes,
therefore, this is only another contribution to the
general literaturo of superstition. Miss Houghton is
evidently superstitiously infatuated, in spite of her great
talents, with the old system of orthodoxy. She ia of the
belief that Spiritualism ia airnply the third dispensation
of Providence, the first consi»ting of the Revelation of
God the Father to Abra‘iam, the second of God the
Son in the person of Christ, and the third of God the
Holy Ghost through the instrumentality ofSpirituabsm

It cannot be wondered at, therefore, that the book is
full of prayer, and baa a flavour in every page of it of
the influence of orthodoxy. On page 141 she writes.
““In the second, the glorious Pentecostal seance, we
received the bread and wine as He gave them to His
own apostles in His farewell sitting with them, therewith
ever to keep up the remembrance of Him in their hearts
and lives, Ac " At page 200 occur the following lines:—

oh'l sisters, don't gel weary, get weary, get weary,

Oh I sisters, don’t get weary to ttr God feed bis lamin.
rheso two passages, along with the following which wo
take from the concluding chapter of the book, will servo
to support our assertion that the book is only another
contribution to orthodoxy, and, therefore, to superstition.
M But none must attempt to fight the battle in their own
atrength, or they will assuredly be worsted To God
aione must they look. Again and again | would impress
this one great truth, there are mo intermediaries between
us and the Lord. Our prayers need no carrying up;
they go straight to Him . The Lord Jesus
Christ io the Only Way, but that is because He Is The
Lord. To use His own words, * Before Abraham was, 1
Am. * In thia book, therefore, we are requested to
believe that the Bible io indeed the word of God. That
the doctrines ol the Trinity and Atonement arc true,
and that tho Church plut Spiritualism, as the authoress
understands it, is tho only road to our highest joys. Wo
cannot but regret that the talents of this gifted lady
should have been employed in thus opposing the rational-
istic spirit of this age. Unconsciously, no doubt, she
has wounded Spiritualism, because she has dissociated
it from its mam atrength—the spirit of progress By
identifying bpiritualism with orthodoxy, and blending
the two together, and by making them inter-dependent,
she has prepared the way for the destruction of
Bpiritualism, from the same blow of Truth and Advance-
ment that is assuredly destroying the faith of our
ancestors. Another story erected upon a building with
a rotten foundation io no guarantee of security, but
rather the opposite. 'When the old building falls the
new one built upon its summit must also perish with it.
This ia the grievous fault of the book, and we regard it
as of so grave a nature that we trust we shall be forgiven
when we say that we hope the class of books to which
this belongs will find fewer readers as time rolls on.

An application has been made to Mr. Burna for the
use of bis rooms, for tbe application of healing medium-
ship ; bis reply is well worth reading, containing a
psychological not generally understood.  There appear
to be a number of good psychopathic healers in London.
— IMium, Sept. itf.
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(Enrrtspnuhcnta.

Communicationt for intertion in tkit Journal thould be
plainly written, and at concite at poitible.

THE IGNORANCE OF SCEPTICS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ** HASBIMOKS OF LIGHT."

Sib,—Tn your last issue another letter appeared from
Mr H. Malcomb, M.A., in which he again refers to me.
In place of apologising, as | expected be would bare
done, for his false assertion that in M. Denon's work
there is nothing said about a representation of Joseph
and Mary fleeing into Egypt, Mr. Malcomb has the
temerity to quote therefrom the very passage the
existence of which in his former letter he point blank
denied. Evidently for the purpose of misrepresenting
me and thus carrying his point, ho has again added in-
verted commas to my remarks in order tn make them
appear ns if they were intended as a quotation from M.
Denon's book, and then placed thorn in parallel columns
with the passage referred to. Not content with thus
stultifying himselfand misrepresenting me, Mr. Malcomb
has tho effrontery to demand an acknowledgment that it
is | who committed the error, reminding me of an account
I once read of an intoxicated man who, in aiming a blow
at a stranger who happened to be passing, struck his
hand against a wall ana then demanded an apoloey from
his intended victim. Mr. Malcomb, doubtless, has been
looking up Aikin's translation of M. Denon's work, for,
in addition to extracting from it the passage, tbe exist,
cnce of which in his first letter he emphatically denied,
in his second letter he appears to be highly indignant
at Aikin, the translator's name having been anglicise«!
by the printer of Rational Okrittianify, which grave
error, | may remark, Mr. Malcomb passed over in hie
former criticisms, but which ho will find I alluded to io
my reply thereto.

| quite agree with Mr. Malcomb that churchmen
would not endorse the opinion expressed in Rational
Ckrittianity that the new Testament accounts of Jesus
Christ are mere romances, tho principal features of which
were, either directly or indirectly, derived from the
more ancient fables in Sanscrit, respecting Jezeus
Chriahna, the lord and saviour of the Hindoos. They
cannot well do thia, tor if so they could openly stamp
themselves as hypocrites, in professing one thing whilst
at the same time believing in am t'ier. It is, however,
worthy of note that the orthodox Sir William Jones
acknowledged that the main incidents recorded of Christ
in the Gospels bear a staking resemblance to those
related of Cnrishna in the Sanscrit Scriptures, which he
admitted were written long antorior to tho birth of Jesus,
and probably to the time of Homer. In this he is tor
roborated by the Rev. Mr. Maurico, Godfrey Higgins,
M. Jacolliet and other Sanscrit scholars, the latter of
whom, like Sir William Jones, spent years in Hindostan.
According to Mr. Malcomb these statements are denied
by Max Muller, who, I understand, was never in India,
aud who has only had thoso portions of the Sanscrit
writings to edit, which were obtained by an orthodox
Government, or rather those portions which an orthodox
Government has thought proper to preserve.

In regard to Jesus having been an Kssenian, Mr.
Malcomb refers us, ironically it must be, to tbe orthodox
Keims' * Jesus of Nazsra™ and Dr. Prcssences “ Life
and times of Christ,” whilst he denounces as worthless
authorities Josephus, Philo, and Pliny, whose writings |
have referred to, as well as tho best of modern authors
who have followed them. If this ia a fair sample of
orthodox criticism Mr. Malcomb must excuse me for
continuing to prefer the ao-callcd ignorance of scepticism,

—Yours, Ac,
HUGH JUNOR BROWNE.

[We have received a final letter on the above subject
from Mr. Malcomb, and, to save time, have at that
gentleman’s suggestion submitted it to Messrs. Browne
and Rohner for their replies. Tbe whole will be pub.
lished in next issue.—Ed. H. of£.]
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FORM MANIFESTATION.

to tub Korrot or th« " babbimoeb or uobt "

| am glad to see that " M A. Oxon'* haa again favored
joar readers with a communication from hie pen While
in England, some of my beat inapirationa were drawn
from the perusal of that gentleman’s clear and logical
writing» upon the aubirct to which be haa devob d no much
attention. | sincerely hope the occasions will be fre-
quent in the future on which your readers may hare a
like of>portunity I, in that country, circum»taucea
have compelled him to withdraw for a time from the

advocacy of our Cauae, the prepress of which be has so *

grratly at heart, | can assure him from experience that
in thia part of the world he will find sympathetic natures
to appreciate, and ready intellects to grasp, whatever he
may choose to lay bofore them from nib well-furnished
stores of experience and reflection.

He refers with pleasure to the valuable facts which
have been accumulated in thio Colony in regard to the
phenomena of spirit-materialisation, and to which pub-
licity has been given through your columns.  He prefers
to use the term “ form-manifestation,” as being a general
one which will cover both that class of phenomena where
there is the building up of an objective and vitalised form
palpably distinct from the medium, and nnother class,—
a kindred and yet vory different manifestation of 3pirit
power,—which he denominates “ Transfiguration of the
Medium.” This is a wise and necessary distinction,
assuming that such a phase of form-manifestation is at
times presented, and to this * M. A. Oxon" positively
testifies. Interesting and important in its degree, how
ever, as thia latter nlmse may be, it seems to me that the
conclusions which hang upon the former,—the presenta-
tion of the separate form,—are so much more weighty as
to justify the invariable application to each phase of its
own distinctive term, rather than of one general term to
both, and 1 think that for the building up ofthe separate
form the specific term ""materialisation should always
be used, in preference to that of " form manifestation,"
whenever the phenomena are clearly indicated as belong-
ing to that class.

During all the sittings, extending over five years, snd
nearly seven bundrod in number, at which | have
observed the phonomena presented through the medium-
ship of Mr. Spriggs, 1 do not remember to have witnessed
anything which | can recognise as this phenomenon of
“transfiguration.” Thia is, of course, out of the ques-
tion, where the spirit-form and the medium are visible at
the same moment, ss was frequently the case, and it seems
equally incompatible with that other phenomenon, which
was also of frequent occurrence, of dematerialisation,
where the form,—after demonstrating its substantiality
as strongly as ever it haa been demonstrated here,—
would apparently sink through the floor, but rcallv
slowly dematerialise in our view from the feet upward,
the upper part of the body moving downward, disappear-
ing until nothing visible remained but a Uace of white,
mistlike substance on the floor, from whrh the full form
would again be gradually developed. In those cases,
however, in which the phenomenon of " transfiguration”
of the medium does occur, it is cf course a legitimate
manifestation of apirit-power, with its own particular
lessons, and implying its own particular phnse or medium-
ship, and there is thia important consideration connected
with it, that where sceptics haveadoptod the rough-shod
and ridiculous method of investigating by forcibly de-
taining the form, and, when the confusion MB subsided,
have found the medium in their grasp, it may in some
cases have been but an instance of the presentation of
the phase of transfiguration ; ifso, the sceptic has beeu
deceived, not as he imagines by the medium, but through
his own ignorance in regard to these form manifestations.
It may well be that in such a case the current of spirit-
power operating upon tho medium's organisation would
be violently driren back, and the medium restored to
the ordinary state, only to be regarded with suspicion by
friends and foes alike.

" M. A. Oxon" observes that itis “ one of tho draw-
backs to the use ofa cabinet for the seclusion of the
medium that it is very difficult to sav exactly what has
taken piace on a given occasion.” We know not what
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may be found possible in the future, but it seem» to me
almost as utopian to hope that we shall behold with our
physical eyes the processes which result in the budding
up of the materialised form, as it is to expect that we
can behold the processes which go on teath  the »oil when
the »red is germinating in its dark chamber, and extend-
ing thoao little shoots which ultimately blossom cut into
leaf and flower. As arule, it seems that protection from
the strong and penetrating vibratory action of light upon
the molecules is necessary to success in the initiatory
stage» of the building up of the form, and equally so to
the due preservation of the entranrad medium from injury
while in the highly sensitive condition of brain and body
induced by the withdrawal of force If the known action
of light upon the organic world, as well as upon the i
organic, (as exhibited by its power to cause gases to unit«
and explode, solids to be precipitated from solutions, and
other cnemical effects,) be taken into account, its inter
ference in the subtile processes of materializin® may wel-
be conceived. There is certainly the recorded (though
| think solitary) experience of Archdeacon Colley, u>
which the materialised form was developed while both
medium and spirit-form were visible in a good light, but
it is significant that the medium’s health was prostrated
for years afterwards ~ Might not well-developed clair-
voyant powers, combined with trained Dowers of descrip-
tion, be likely to succeed in the task of enlighteniug us
on these points ?

Like all thoughtful minds, * M A. Oxon" craves for
the means of solving the great problem of the method of
producing these astounding results, and indeed, if io the
domain of Nature there is so much to provoke a thirst
for enlightenment, this is tenfold the case when one con-
templates these phenomena, which give token of the
operation, not of intelligence diffused, as in the universe
around us, but of intelligence concentrated in individual
beings, it is satisfactory to find that the facts recorded
in your columns, in regard to the temporary sub-
stantiality and perfect bodily structure throughout of
the materialised form are paralleled by those occuriug io
wM A. Oxon's" own experience, inasmuch as the
observance of like phenomena in different parts of the
world by independent investigators is proof that all such
phenomena #rt governed by general and universal laws.
Ho notices, too, some of the peculiar accompaniments of
the manifestations, as for instance what he describes as
“ the very flesh of some seoming to be in a state of flux
and reflux, as though the material atoms were held
together by a power of attraction that is Variable,
which is borne out by observation» recently placed on
record by you as to the extensive variations in weight of
the form within the space of a few seconds. | attempted
the expression of a somewhat similar idea in my remarks
on the subject in your August issue, where | referred to
an apparent interchange of force between the medium
and the spirit-form, aud spoke also of the aid which the
mind would receive in rea ising the possibility and
grasping the modus operand» of these phenomena from a
theory of " matter " as being more dynamical aud less
inert in its character than the orthodox theory regards
it.  “M.A. Oxon* refers to this flux and reflux being
**still more clearly the case with the drapery with which
the forms are so abundantly surrounded,” and this recalls
to mind an idea which has frequently occurred to me, that
this drapery seems as though an actual part, a continu-
ation, so to speak, or an extension, of the physical form,
rather thin os thrown over it in the sense in which wo
would throw a cloak over our shoulders; az though it
too, like the physical form, were but an outward material
projection, held together for the ti ne by, but having no
existence (at least in the material realm) apart from, the
will-power of the manifesting spirit.  If this bo so, it
would account for the difficulty which investigators
experience in obtaining—wbat they naturally desire—
Eortions of this material, since unless spocial preparation

ad beeu made for the process, the so[>aralioD ofa portion
of even tbs apparel might mean some inconvenience and
even paiu to the spirit.  There are other valuablo facto
to be taken into account io forming a science of this
subject, as, for instance, that when the formjint appears
the hands are often noticeably cold, and the movement«
lack vigor; that after a time there is an increase of
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temperature, and an accompanving increase in the
vitality and activity ; that these decline gradually until
the Band again become cold, with a corresponding
decrease in activity, the form apparently drooping.

" M. A. Oxon” mentions an account of the melting
away of one of these forms until nothing but the hands
were left in the grasp of the sitter, and asks, “ a here did
the liberated molecules go?”  These things naturally
excite a strong desire to understand them, but they may
not after all be more mysterious than the ordinary
processes of Nature, only that the latter are more
familiar—just ns the comet pursuing its eccentric path
through the licavons awakens more attention than do the
familiar orbs that roll majestically before our gaze ovory
night—and it is. perhaps, by a closer and deeper con-
sideration of the everyday phenomena of Nature, that wo
shall gain a clearer insight into the phenomena of the
circle-room, so far at lenat as the physical side of the
phenomena is concerned. We see matter exhibiting con-
tinually magical properties, vanishing away iuto tho in-
visible realm,and entering even the imponderable (as in
perfumes), or on the other hand, being evolved therefrom
Some instances of the mysterious behaviour of matter 1
referred to in your August issue, and others might be
cited For instance, Dr Hands, in hia “ New Views of
Matter,” quotes a case in which ” the earth placed in a
box or tub was carefully weighed before a given tree was
placed in the mould contained therein, which was again
examinod by tho balance twenty years afterwards, with-
out the soil in which the shrub grew being in any way
diminished; in fact, the woody fibre of the tree so
produced then outweighed the box and its contents
together " Hero we havo a truly wonderful process,
which wo aro far from fully comprehending, by which
tough woody fibre has been formed out of invisible
elements, contained either in the physical atmosphere
(though Dr. Hands denies this) or,as he suggests, in the
atmosphere of exceedingly ethereal and imponderable
fluid pervading the universe.

*M. A Oxon” touches upon the discussion at the
Church Congress on the subject of Spiritualism, but his
anticipation that it would there be pronounced as
diabolic docs not seem to have been quite realised. The
speaker» were by no means unanimous in their theories.
This is ever the case when the facts are “ explained ™ on
any other hypothesis than the Spiritualistic one.  No
single non-spiritual theory will cover all the facta, so it
becomes necessary to drag in a few more to cover tho
remainder.  Tho theorios presented at tho Congress
ranged from imposture, mental disease, and vague
references to an unknown force, to admissions of tho
possibility of communication with departed friends,
combined with a slight tincture of diabolism, sufficient to
aave the cherished dogmas of the Church  This public
consideration and comparatively lenient treatment of the
matter by a representative ecclesiastical body, will doubt-
less have the effect, on the one hand, of making many
people more thoughtful on the subject than heretofore,
but, on the other, of concentrating and bringing to a
focus much of the antagonism arising from combined
ignorance aud bigotry, which has fermented for years
past in orthodox ranks. There is so much the more
need for Spiritualists to work steadilyand self-aacrificingly
on behalf of their Cause. Probably the antagonism most
difficult to deal with is that arising from the fanatical
notion of the Satanic origin of the phenomena. Here
science may, if she will, do the Spiritualist« service, and
to scientists wo must look (not to those representatives
of the class who strut about so plentifully at the present
day, flattering themselves that they have already all but
weighed and measured the universe, but to mon of a
nobler and rarer stamp), to shew, not that the phenomena
are genuine, for the phenomena can stand upon their own
merits, but that they have their due place in the scheme
of the universe. Though science, as Spiritualists have
long ago knowo, will be compelled by the stern logic of
facts to recognise the activity, intelligence, and earnest-
ness of those who have passed from this to the inner life
as the source of these phenomena, yet by shewing that
in their action upon the physical realm of nature they
are in perfect harmony with her laws, and can act only
in accordance with law, she will do much to dispel that

THE HARBINJER OF LIGHT.

blind, dangerous, and unjust antagonism towards
spiritualists, mediums, and their co-workers io spirit-
life, which is engendered by a fervent belief in the
agency of the orthodox devil. By awakening and appeal-
ing to the rational faculty, scionce may enable humanity
to cast aside the childish dread of the invisible, just as by
shewing that the warring of the oleraents has its appro-
priate place, purpose, and set limit in nature, she lias
made us in these days strangers to the vague fears which
filled the breasts of our earlier forefathers. Here, in
truth, is a grand and noble opportunity for Science —
usin” the term in its loftiest interpretation—to add to its
glories this crowning one.
A. J. SMART.
Melbourne, Deccmbor, 1881.

ENLARGEMENT OF THE * HARBINGER OF
LIGHT

Im consequence of our inability to find space for the
large amount of interesting matter constantly flowing
in upon us, and the records of the progress of
Spiritualism and Free Religious Thought in other part»
ol the world, we have determined to permanently
enlargo our paper by four pages This will involve cot.
«jdurable additional expenso, and our only prospect of a
return for this is an increased circulation. ~ We there-
fore ask our friends to do all they can in this direction
by introducing it to friends and inducing them, when
practicable, to subscribe.

WK bave just received a forty-page pamphlet, ontitled
” Spiritualism at the Church Congress,” by M. A.
(Oxon), containing a full report of the principal
addressee given at the recent Church of England Con-
gress at Newcastle-on-Tyne, with an introduction and
copious notes, concluding with some excellent instruc-
tions for the conduct ofcircles. It is published by E
W. Allen, of Loudon, and at the office of Light, at the
low price of 2d.

The work of the Theosophical Society for tho restor-
ation of Buddhism, in Ceylon, is making steady pro-
gress. In the Cinnamon districts, Col. Olcott received
quite an ovation : triumphal archos were erected, and
tho road strewn with palm leaves for upwards of a mile.
The national fund is growing, and is vested in trustees,
Sinhalese gentlemen of known probity. A new brauch
of the society was to be formed at Tinnevelly, Southern
India, last month.

NOW READY.
SPIRIIUALISM AS A NEW 8ASI8 OF BELIEF;
BY JOHN 8. FAKMBK.

First Australian edition; 189 largo 8vo.
somely bound. 3/6. Postage (Victoria). 9d.

hand-

This is an excellent introductory book to the Phi-
losophy of Spiritualism.  Its arguments are cogent, and
its tone temperate and attractive.

84 RUSSELL STREET.

OTTO HUG.
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT.
Desires to iodinate that be will commence Practice at
ISO COLLIH8 STRBBT BAST,
On and after Dre. Kth—Hoots of Attendance, daily.
and 2 to 5 ; Wednesday Evening, 7 to t.

= toll’
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JUST RECEIVED. Ex ““COTOPAXIL.”

Miracle» and Modern Spiritualism ; by Alfred Russell
Wallace, F.R.S., (New edition,just out) 5/6.

Bonwick '« Egyptian Belief and Modern Faiths.

Maitland's England and Islam. 18/0.

Do Pilgrim and Shrine. 8/.

True Source of Christianity ; by an Indian Officer. 1 3

Good Health and How to Keep It; bvS. R. Welle. 4/.

11/.

Eueebia, or the &tudent Dream. 6d.

Evening« at Home, io Spiritual Seance; by Miss
Houghton  8/.

Lavater'a Essay on Physiognomy. 13 G.

Psychopathic Healing 1/3.

The Childhood of Religion. 5/6.

Smedley's Practice of Hydropathy. 3/.
Ar., Ac.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

KEV. JOSEPH COOK : A Cbitique, by Pbofebbob
Fisxi, MA., LL.B, and Da Lewis, B A, FO 8. 3d.
Weat is a Cnairrux? By E D. Ward. 2d.
Exones Tobment: O. Vance Smith, D.D., Ph D. Id
The Value of Vaccination. Twelve leaflets. 3d.

84 RUSSELL STREET.

JUST PUBLISHED

MOSES' MISTAKES,
BY COL. R. G. INGERSOLL.

SKCOND EDITION,
PRICE SIXPENCE.

W H TERRY. 84 RUSSELL STREET.

W. H. TERRY,

Pharmaceutical and Folectic Chemist;
IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND

INDIAN BOTANIC MBDICINES.
Roots, Bark Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts,
Elixirs and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs.
B. Keith A Co., of New York ;

Agent for Messrs CmEHET A Mtrice of Boston, U.S,
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd
Award at the Mclb. International Exhibition.

frMKDITNES SENT RY POST TO ALL PANTS.

Heths,

7
SPIRITUALIST & FREETHOUGHT BOOK DEPOQT,

83 GEORGE ST., BRISBANE, Queensland.

Id order to meet a demand we have opened the above

Dépdt for the purpose of Supplying the advanced

thinkers of Queensland with Progressive Literature, Ac.
Aa Agents for W. H. Terry, Melbourne.

We will receive Orders for all Books, Periodicals, Ac,

«old by him, and supply them at Melbourne prices,

thereby affording our friends the facility of procuring

them without any trouble.
Harbinger of Light eapplied regularly.

S SMITH & Co.
American Rubbeb Hand Stamp Manufactubeeb,
83 George Rtreat. Brisbane

JU8r PUBLISHED.

The Religious Aspect of Spiritualism, and its Relation
to the Churches, by A. Mueller, M.D. Price Sixpence.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
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SPIRITUALISTIC A FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium. London (Weekly), 1? fl. per annum

The Spiritualist ,, . 15/ .

The- Hanner uf Light, the oldest Amerlran SpiritualuUc and
Prwrth.M»ght paper. pobliched weekly al-cril.tvoa 1 < prrano.

The Biltiéof>bical Journal, a firat™-laa Amerran Weekly
pabliahnl at Chicago. 1' N.A.  >ubacripii<«t. 17,4 per annum.

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d, fia. |«r annum.

The Voice of Angela, au interesting journal Edited by Hpinta,
published fortnightly. 10a. per annum

The " Theoaupbist,” a monthly journal de«oiH to Om-ntal Fbilo-
~opby. Occultism, bpirituaham, Ac. FvbUabed at I-<«bay.
JO |»r annum

Light foe Al
It- per annum.

Herald of Progress

A monthly journal, published at >au Francisco

A weekly journal derated to the Philosophy

and Teeaching» of Spiritualism. Published at Newcastle 10/.
per annum.
The Vaccination Inquirer. 3a. per annum. Pasted to part

of tbs Australian ¢olons
Copies of all the above available for sabscnptioa.

POSTAGE EXTRA.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Ru.mll Street.

GEO. JL. STOWS
SPORTSMAN'S  HOME &  SANATORIUM-

Mb. Stow begs to intimate to his Friends and the Public
that be has Built a Commodious Homestead on the

GIFFS Tj3jA-TSTD LAKES
Opposite Rosherville,aud that be is now ready to receive
Visitors. Sportsmen, and those desirous of a Quiet and
Comfortable Home may rely on the eudeavour of the

Proprietor to give satisfaction.
Tebmb:—30b. Fib Week, ob 2s. Meals and Bed.
Special arrangement« for Families. Mail tlose in
Melbourne for my place, Tuesdays aud Saturdays at
6.30 p.m. Steamers run in conjunction with train daily.

Addbebb: POINT NORMANBY, METUNG.

WORKS OF PROFESSOR WM. DENTON.

Geology : The Past and Future of our Planet. 7/6.

Soul of Things; or Psychometric Researches and Dis.
coveneo. Vole. I,2,end 3 Each 7/6.

What was He ? or Jesus in the Light of the Nineteenth
Century. 6/3.

Radical Rhymes. 6/8.

In Spiritualism True? 6d.

Orthndoxv False, since Spiritualism is True.

BeThijreif.

Commcn-Sense Thoughts on the Bible. 6d.

Christianity no Finality; or Spintualisni Superior to
Christianity. 6d.

Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. 6,3.

The God proposed for our National Constitution.

Man's True Saviours.  6d.

What is Right ? lid.

Sermon from Sbakespere's Text. 6d.

The Deluge in the Light of Modern Science.

Who are Christians ?  6d.

The Irreconcilable Records; or Genesis aud Geology.
2/6.; paper, 1/3.

Lifeof Denton, by Powell.

6d.

6d.

0d.

1/3.
W. H. TRRRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
THOMAS WALKER'S WORKS.

The Reflector, 3d per copy, or 4 different numbers, by
poet. 1b.

De Nature ; a poem on the religion of nature, and the
nature of religion. 6d.

The Thin edge of the Wedgej or the new Protestant
text book. 4d

Christianity rersM Spiritualism ; debate between Thomae
Whiker and M. W. Green, Christian minister. Cloth
2/6, paper 1/6.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Rubbell Stbeat,
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Hobart Town—R. McLean, Elizabeth Street.
Invercargill, N.Z.—E R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st.
Britbane—8. Smith & Co., 83 George Street.

Agent» wanted for all part» ofthe Colony.

Greatly Bnln-rsncl.

s"tudioa

THE THEOS8OPHI8T

A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo-
sophy, Art, Literature, aud Occultism, embracing
Mesmerism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences.

Published at Bombay ; conducted by H. P. Blavatsky.
Australian Agent—

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL-STREET, Melbourne.

Subscription, 20/. per ann., Posted to any part of Victoria

Four

PHOTO-A RT.

BATCHELDER AND CO.

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,
Established 1854),

Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms.
X aTFIE E AP

O O TL L X KT8
MESMERISM. ANIMAL MAGNETISM, PSYCHOLOGY

Instruction given in these Sciences for the Treatment
of Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience,
aud Operator of many years' practice.

Address:—Db. Williams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt
Road, Richmond.— Consultation Free.

EPES SARGENT'S first book on Spiritualism, Com-
munications fbom Another Wobld, beingan Austral-
ian reprint of “ Planchette; or the Despair of Science,”
115 closely printed pages, limp cloth 1/—W. H. TERRY.

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF 8P1RITUALISM AND
FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are

payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vole, in one
at 12/6.

NOTICE.

A TRACT BOX fob the Diffusion of EYE-
OPENERS and Spiritualistic Tracts has been
Established at the Flinders Street Railway Station,
and is at present located near the Refreshment
Room, Brighton Platform. W. 11. TERRY.

Eye Openers, for Orthodox Christians, and Truthseeker
leaflets. A parcel of the above sent to any part of
this, or the neighbouring colonies on receipt of 6d. for
postage.—W. H. Tebby.

COL. R. J. INGERSOLL’S LECTURES.
Australian Editions, Published by W. H. Tebby.

The Christian Religion, 6d.

Moses' Mistakes, 6d.

Heretics and Heresies 4d.

Skulls, or Man Woman and Child, 6d.

"What must 1 do to be Saved ? (Supplementto Harbinger
ofLight, August) 6d. The whole five sent by post to
any part of the Australian colonies for 2/6.

BONANZA! BONANZA! BONANZA!
All Use lt. Ladies use it in the Bath, Use it fob
the Teeth. Gentlemen use it in the office. Itis
an Article of Household use. Tby lt. Sold by all
chemists, Wholesale Agents, Felton, Grimwade A Co.

Specimens at address
Fl T , .

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

Object»;—The Investigation and Advancement of
- Spiritualistic Truths and Pubpojes.
Office & Reading-room, 84 Russell-st., Melbourne.
[Established 1877.]

The Reading-room is open daily' (Sundays excepted)
from 9 am. to 6 p.m. and is accessible not only to
members, bnt to their friends, and visitors from the
country.

The Circulating Library is available to all Members
subscribing £1 per annum to the funds of the Asso-
ciation.

The Reading-room contains all the leading English,
American and Colonial Spiritualistic papers and
standard books, also several valuable works on Oriental
Religions and the origin of Modern Systems.

Membership consists in enrolment and payment of
a quarterly subscription, the amount to be fixed by
the enrolling nember.

Rules and printed instructions for the formation
and conduct of circles, also some pamphlet literature,
may be had, gratis, on application.

The Secretary attends at 1.30 p.m. daily.

ROBERT KI NGSTON.
(FROM i
LONDON), L HEBMAJMT

BOfIKLLA MASKS,

LTo. 26 ROYAL jJAILOjLLLE
68 Elgin Street Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth,
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

“LIGHT.”
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests oi
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in

London, weekly. Melbourne Agent W. H. Tebby.
4d. per copy, 13/- per annum, Postage extra.

THE “TBLEPHONE/

A JOURNAL of CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM, is
Published Every Saturday.

Subtcription, 1/1 per Quarter; 4/4 per Tear.

Office . 42 Leichhardt Street, Brisbane.

Printed by J. C.8tepbena (late E. Purton > Co.,) at bl« Office. IM Bliiabe'b
Street Lielbouroe for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and published by Hi at
M Rnaeell Street Melboorne



