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“A THOUGHTLESS YES.”
J?#/ HELEN GARDENER.

" America has, perhaps, twenty clever writers of stories. Helen Gardener is one of these. But she is also one of 
the few—we dare not say how few—who put moral earnestness and enthusiasm for humanity into their stories. Even 
her pessimism is better than the nerveless superficiality of her rivals. We welcome the book.* ’—Unity, Chicago. 
“ Prettily printed volume with motto from Ingersoll. The stories are all clever. They are all intended to illustrate 
the indubitable fact that the times are out of joint. These stories are well worth attention and consideration. The 
author is clearly in earnest and much that she savs will make its mark in the reader’s memory/’—C7ázrZes/on (S.C.).Von. 
“It would be difficult to say which of the admirable stories in this volume is most to be commended. They are 
exceptionally excellent. Convey a moral lesson in a manner always vivid, invariably forcible, sometimes startling, 
yet nowhere does the strength of the narrative display weakness owing to the author’s moralizing.”—Arena, Boston.
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.‘‘Quaint and unpretending in style, written with a terseness and originality positively refreshing. They are co 
various subjects to suit the thoughtful, sad, or cay."—Milwaukee Journal. " Have made their mark as new, onguiii- 
and strong. She could not write ungracefully if she tried, and this book is like a varied string of pearls, o|*K  *nJ. 
diamonds. It soothes, bewilders, and dazzles, but never dulls."—York Truth. “The stories are not of *4 “: 
merit in their conception, but the literary workmanship is excellent. Some arc unusually good in all res!«*-*-  -Detroit Free Pre*.
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GEMS OF FREETHOUGHT.
All for $1.00. Address, Freethinkers’ Magazine, Buffalo, N. Y.

tajfc_________________________________________ __ ____________________ __________________

AHE MYTH OF THE GREAT 
DÉLUGE.

By James M. McCann.

PRICE: 15 cts. ; Ten Copies for $1.00.

PAMPHLET No.

CONTRIBUTORS.

George Jacob Holyoake, Thomas Da­
vidson, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, 

Karl Blind, Lydly R. Chase.

PRICE : 15 cts.; Ten Copies for $1.00.

QOD IN THE CONSTITUTION.

By Robert G. Ingersoll.

With portrait of author.

PRICE: 10 cts.; Twelve Copies for .$1.00.

JNGERSOLL’S ORATION ON 

ROSCOE CONKLING.

Delivered beeore the New York

State Legislature.

PRICE : 4 cts.; Ten Copies for 30 cts.

PAMPHLET No. 2. 'I' HE BRUNO MONUMENT

CONTRIBUTORS. ENGRAVING.

Robert G. Ingersoll, Thomas Davidson, 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman, George 

Jacob Holyoake, et al.

PRICE: 15 cts.; Ten Copies for $1.00.

Enlarged, and decorated in each corner 
with a portrait of the co-martyrs that em­
bellish the monument. Printed on extra 
heavy enameled paper, 12x14 inches. 
Put up in pasteboard tubes for mailing.
PRICE : 20 cts.; Ten Copies for $1.50.

AND STATE.

the bible in the public schools, 
THE NE IP “AMERICAN" PARTY.

By “Jefferson.”

PRICE: 10 cts.; Five Copies for 30 cts.

wHAT WOULD HOLLOW ON Till:
EFFACEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY.

By George Jacob Holyoake.

A beautiful bound pamphlet of sixteen 
pages, with portrait of author.

PRICE : 10 cts ; Twelve Copies for $1.00.

J'HE GODS. R OBERT G. INGERSOLL.

By Robert G. Ingersoll. A PERFECT

A beautiful pamphlet of forty pages, 
with a portrait of the author.

PRICE : 20 cts.; Eight copies for $1.00.

CABINET-SIZE PHOTOGRAPH

OF THE GREAT ORATOR.

PRICE : 20 cts.; Six Photographs for $1.00.
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AD VER TI SEM ENTS.

t THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL»’ FOR 1891
A has just been published by Charles Watts 

of Toronto, Ont. It is a “ Complete Free- 
thought Library,” containing articles from 
the pens of the best writers of the day, in­
cluding Samuel Laing, Dr. Bithell, B. Sc., 
Saladin and George Jacob Holyoake. We 
can thoroughly recommend this Annual. 
Friends wishing a copy should apply imme­
diately, as it is fast running out of print. Its 
price is 25 cts. post free, and can be had from 
the Secular Thought office, Toronto, Canada.

IMPORTANT DISCUSSION.
A most important discussion has just been 

commenced in Secular Thought. edited by 
Charles Watts, upon the “Eight Hours” 
question. The debate is between two able 
men, Charles Bradlaugh and H. M. Hyndman 
of England. Those who desire to know the 
best that can be said, both for and against 
making eight hours work a day the rule of 
labor, should read Secular Thought. It is 
published weekly at 35 Adelaide Street, East, 
Toronto, Ont., Canada. Price 5 cts. per copy 
or $1.00 for six months.

WRITE TO ELMINA.
Please Send Stamp for Circulars and Prices of 

BLANKETS, BOOKS, STOCKING-YARN and 
WOOLEN GOODS.

Snowville is now^a Money Order Office. 
Address, E. D. SLENKER, 

Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va.

1?
" ' ' 1

[
-jtFaGO. 28 UNION SQUARE,NY/Wra^=- 

cHiCjtiLL. ^atl^nta,gzi^>cal ^,sco 
ST.LOUIS.MO. UU2HE333 dallas.tex.

N. BUSSENDORFFER, Buffalo, N. Y.

A QTMRW A DR- TAFT’S A8THMALENE 5*̂  ■ niWl M-nilpfrineveria.ls; send us your 
• WC w,*l  ni'"1 ,na* vUllfclJnoiTLK
THE DR. TAFT BROS. CO., ROCHESTER, H. T. FREE
C7R 00f a CORfl 00 A MONTFI can be madeV • v««■ LU yA JU« —working for us. Persons pre­
ferred who can furnish a horse and give their whole 
•lme to t he business. Spare momenta may be profitably 
jnployed also. A few vacancies in towns and citfps. 
B. F. JOHNSON & CO., 1009 Jiuiu St., Richmond. Va.

JUST out,:a novel of to-day.

IsThisYouiSon.niuLQitf?
A REALISTIC NOVEL OF TO-DAY

By HELEN H. GARDENER,
Author of “A Thoughtless Yes,” “Men, 

Women and Gods,” “Sex vs.

Brains,” etc., etc.

With full-page Portrait of the Author, 
from recent Photograph by Sarony.

This Novel is without question the most radi­
cal and, in many respects, the boldest 

assault on the respectable conven­
. tionality.and immorality in

high places that has 
ever been written.

AS A NOVEL,
It is brilliant, absorbing, and at times 
highly dramatic. The reader’s interest 
is held from the opening line to the last 
word of the book, and, while crying evils 
and vital problems are brought before the 
reader in a vivid and realistic manner, 
there is not a stilted utterance from cover 
to cover; nor does the reader’s interest 
flag, owing to pedantic moralizing. The 
terrible truths are so vividly pictured that 
they will, in themselves, suggest to every 
thoughtful mind the urgent need of positive 
measures to elevate the standard of morals.

AS AN EXPOSE
Of the injustice which is meted out to 
woman by society, and as a revelation of 
the shams and evils which to-day pass 
almost unchallenged under the cloak of 
respectability, this story stands unrivalled, 
It is the earnest plea of a brave and noble- 
bearted woman for the triumph of a higher 
standard of morality and the abolition of 
hypocrisy, cant, and dishonesty in thought 
as well as in action.

THE HARVARD FAST SET
Are mercilessly handed by the author, a 
piece of pen picturing which will any­
thing but please the Fred Harmons of fair 
Harvard.

Price, Paper, 50 cts.; Cloth, $1.00.
Address. FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE,

Buffalo, N. Y.

Digitized by VnOOQle



THE NEW MODEL

“OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH!
World Renowned, Magnificent, Perfect. Again Improved.

Has 16 Jewels, Patent Regulator, Breguet Hair Spring (non-catchable), Beautiful 
double-sunk paneled Dial, and all modern improvements. Is finely adjusted to heat, 
cold and position, Stem wind and set and new model. Made both for hunting and 
open-face cases and guaranteed a Perfect Time-Keeper.

PRICES: In Silverine Cases, §19.00; 3 ounce Pure Silver, §22.50; 4 ounce, §23.50; 
5 ounce, §25; 6 ounce, §27: 4 ounce, Best Dust-proof Cases, §24—no better sold else­
where for §35. In Best Filled Gold Cases, guaranteed 20 years, Pat. Open-face, Screw 
Dust-proof, §27; Hinged Back, §30: Hunting, §33; Louis XIV. style, either kind, §2 
extra. All elegantly engraved or plain. In cases guaranteed 25 years, special artistic 
chased, §5 and §10 more.

In 14 kt. Solid Gold Open-face Cases, §45 to §80 ; Hunting, §50, §60, §70, §90 to §100. 
Sent prepaid with written guarantee, and cash refunded if not entirely satisfactory. 
No one else in the world sends out or sells so good and elegant a Watch for the price.

REGULAR GRADES AMERICAN WATCHES.
Three ounce Silverine case, 7 jewels, §7.50 ; 11 jewels, §9; 15 jewels, §10; do., 

adjusted, §16. In 3 ounce Coin Silver case, §11, §12.50, §13.50 and §19.50. In 4 ounce 
case §1 extra, and in 4 ounce dust-proof case §1.50 extra. In best open-faced, dust-proof 
filled Gold case, 7 jewels, §16 ; 11 jewels, §17.50: 15 jewels, §18.50: do., adjusted §24.50; 
do., hinged back, gold cap, §3 extra. Extra-fine engraved §1 and §2 additional. 
Hunting cases, gold cap, 7 jewels, §23; 11 jewels, §24.50; 15 jewels, §27.50; do. adjusted, 
§31.50. In special artistic engraved cases §5 to §10 more The latter are rarely seen 
even in best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 to 25 years. Beware of others I

LADIES’ GOLD HUNTING AMERICAN WATCHES.
Best filled, 7 jewels, §17; 11 jewels, §18.50; 15 jewels, §25. 14 kt. solid Gold, §27; 11 

jewels, §28.50 : 15 jewels, §35. More elaborate and heavier cases, §2, §5 to §10 extra. 
Diamond, Ruby, Emerald, pmbossed and enameled cases, §10 to §100 extra. AU 
Watches are Stem Wind and Set. All guaranteed one year, after expiration of which 
time will be cleaned for §1 and returned free. 10 kt. filled gold cases, §2 less.

DIAMONDS.
I am an expert in this line and guarantee my goods at least 20 percent, below lowest 

market prices. Rings, Pins, Eardrops, Studs, etc., worth §35 for §25; do. worth §70 for 
§50; do. worth §100 for §75; do. worth §200 for $150; do. worth §500 for §375. Sent 
subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented.

WATCH-WORK.
Nine-tenths of the “ jewelers” of America are botches, and don’t know as much 

about “ handling” a fine watch as an elepnant does about a Beethoven symphony. A 
noted phrenologist once told Wettstein, “ If you are not a first-class mechanic the Lord 
Almighty never made one.” Send me your work : Cleaning, $1; jewels, §1; springs, $1. 
Best work guaranteed and returned free. Liberal Editors’ and Lecturers’ watches 
repaired free.

RINGS AND EMBLEMS
A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated Jewelry of latest designs. Select 
from any catalogue, and I will fill order at less prices, or send better goods.

SUNDRIES.
Best Spectacles or Eye-Glasses, §1: Gold, §5 and §6. (Send line of finest print you 

can read 14 inches from the eyes, and I can fit you.) Best razor §2—a luxury ; a good 
one, §1. Rogers Bros.’ best triplo-plated Knives, §1.75; 
Forks, §1.75 ; Teaspoons, §1.70; Tablespoons, §3.40 for 6. 
Solid Coin Silver Spoons, §1.60 per ounce, marked. Silver 
Thimbles, 35 cents. An elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, §4.50, 
worth $6; 4 best Violin Strings, 50 cents: 6 Guitar Strings, 
75 cents ; Fountain Pens, §2. All prepaid, except cutlery.

OTTO WETTSTEIN’S FREETHOUGHT BADGE.
Small model Pins, 10 kt., §2; 14 kt., §2.75 and §3.50. 

Small charms, 10 kt., §3 ; 14 kt., §4; with diamond, §6and 
§8. Large model Pins, 10 kt., §3; 14 kt., §4 and §4.50; 
with diamond, §8, $10, §12, §14. Large charms, 10 kt., §5 ; 
14 kt., §6 ; with diamond, §10, §14, §20, §35. Sent per regis­
tered mail, and cash refunded if not entirely satisfactory.

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, III.

Digitized by VnOOQle



Dr. HENBY C. BACKUS’
PAINLESS BLISTER

Is the best remedy known to science for the 
treatment and cure of Ring-bone, Bone-spavin, 
Splint Curb, Bog-spavin, Thorough-pin, Wind­
gulls, Sore Shins, etc. It is a substitute for the 
cruel inhuman practice of Firing Horses, and 
has cured numerous cases where that cruel 
treatment has failed. I will send to any person 
one box of the Painless Blister, with full direc­
tions for use, on receipt of one dollar, post-paid. 
I will also allow a liberal discount to any one 
who will act as agent.

Address: HENRY C. BACKUS,
Veterinary Surgeon, 

Herkimer, Herkimer Co.,N. Y.

BABYLON NURSERY.
We can supply our friends and the public with 

everything grown in such an institution. This 
is the time to make contracts for some of our 
Beautiful Trees and Shrubs. A full assortment 
of all sizes on hand. Young Stock a specialty. 
Our Stock is First-Class and Our Prices are Low. 
We have made arrangements with several for­
eign and American seedling growers, by which 
means we can supply all nurserymen, florists 
and large planters at wholesale or retail.

Address: P. H. FOSTER,
Babylon, L. I., N. Y.

“Tritìi Aiaiust the— 
a World of Error.”

The Druids and Bards, throughout the world, 
are a Religious body of Teachers, devoted to 
the dissemination of true practical knowledge, 
based upon the Arts and Sciences and free from 
the thraklom of creeds and ecclesiastical author­
ity based upon superstition.

Their objects are not to cater to Pomp and 
Show, by establishing great churches or col­
leges and proselyting the ignorant and medioc­
rity and levying burdensome taxes and con­
tributions for their maintenance and the high 
priests and others therein presiding, but, in a 
modest fraternal way, to appeal to the searchers 
after truth, to affiliate with them at.d become 
students and teachers in the Arts and Sciences, 
and to work in the “Sacred Circle” of Insti­
tutes for the establishment of the Brotherhood 
of Man.

Professors and preceptors in all departments 
of learning, in order to hold a chair in the 
“Sacred Circle” of Institutes, must produce 
certificates ol proficiency with a record of their 
training and moral standing. If these be pro­
nounced satisfactory in all respects to the Board 
of Examiners a certificate will be granted desig­
nating their preceptorial status.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP.
Having read the above declaration, and being 

fully satisfied with its aims and objects, I de­
sire to become a member of your honorable 
body, and herewith submit the following state­
ment, being a record of my training and certifi­
cate hereto attached, as to my moral standing, 
and if found worthy in all respects, desire a 
preceptorial certificate designating my status.

For further particulars address
T. B. ENGLEHART, M. D.,

President of the Board of Managers, 
120 Pearl Street, BUFFALO, N. Y.

Dr. D. B. WIGGINS’

FAMILY MEDICINES
ENTIRELY VEGETABLE, SAFE AND 

EFFECTUAL,
SUCH AS

TONIC BITTERS, for Debility, Loss of Appe­
tite, &c.

COMPOUND SARSAPARILLA SYRUP, for 
Impure Blood in all of its forms.

LIVERWORT, one of the best medicines for 
Indigestion.

HONEY COUGH BALSAM, for Coughs of any 
kind.

WORM POWDER, a valuable remedy for ex­
pelling Worms, also a Tape Worm remedy.

LAXATIVE, AND STOMACH AND LIVER 
PILLS, foi Headache, Coated Tongue, a Ca­
thartic, &c.

RHEUMATIC DROPS, for pain in any part ot 
the system, used externally and taken infer­
nally.

Use these Remedies and you will Save Expense 
and Trouble.
50 East Seneca Street, BUFFALO. N. Y.

WANTED, AGENTS TO SELL

E. C. Morris & Co.’s
FIRE AND BURGLAR-PROOF

SAFES.

THE BEST SAFE IN THE WORLD,--------------
------------------------OVER 100,000 IN USE.

ALWAYS PRESERVE THEIR CONTENTS.

100 sold in Lynn since the great fire. 50 sub­
jected to intense heat preserve their contents. 
Champion record also in the great Chicago, Bos­
ton, Haverhill, Eastport, and Marblehead fires.

Send for Circulars.

E. C. MORRIS & CO.
BOSTON, MASS.
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FREETHINKERS’
MAGAZINE.

FEBRUARY (E. M.) 29d.

ANOTHER CHURCH PROP GONE.

By PROF. A. L. RAWSON.

'J'HE sacred canon—the Holy Scriptures—arc venerated by 
every orthodox Christian, and a part contains an account 

°f the pretended crucifixion of Jesus, called the Christ, but in no 
part is there any description of the person or countenance of the 
Messiah. The faithful in every aye of the Church have longed 
f • o o
or a likeness of the “ crucified one,” and have accepted many 

Pretended images, such as the famous handkerchief of Saint 
V A • . .eronica, the so-called Emerald of Tiberius, the crude figures 
fr°m Roman catacombs, and any and every ideal of artists in 
every age, jn |:pc vajn fcOpe that divine inspiration would some- 
h°w Or in some way restore what it is believed has been lost, the 

lrn ar*d  features of “ Him who was offered up for our salvation.” 
Many handkerchief portraits of Jesus are exhibited to the 
nhil in various churches and cathedrals in Europe, the Emer- 

d °f Tiberius has been proven a copy from Raphael’s cartoon 
0 the “Miraculous Draught of Fishes,” and of the catacomb 
Pictures, it must be said they are in many cases weak imitations

Pictures of Apollo, or Orpheus, or of no particular character 
CXccPt as to the style of parting the hair in the middle.

^°w disappointing and tormenting this lack of a portrait of 
divine teacher must be, and how exasperating it was to find 

a the Romans made a caricature of a person on the cross who 
blVen in derision the head of an ass. But however offensive 
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66 THE FREETHINKERS1 MAGAZINE

such a picture must be in the eyes of a truly faithful worshiper 
of “ the man Christ Jesus,” it must of necessity be accepted 
gladly by all Christians, for it is the only evidence ever given by

the Romans, or any other ancient people of the age referred to, 
that such a crucifixion ever happened or such a person as Jesus 
ever lived.

But does the caricature here engraved bear such witness? Yes, 
say the churchmen, and they print it by the hundred thousand and 
scatter it far and wide, although they denounce it as blasphemous.

Digitized by CiOOQle



ANOTHER CHURCH PROP GONE.

The ancients were as prone to scratch on plaster or marble, or 
any surface in or about buildings, as ¿ire the big and little boys of 
to-day. Many thousand such sketches, called in Italian graffiti, 
have been found during the last fifty years in ancient ruins in 
Pompeii and in Rome. Out of nearly seven thousand this is the 
only one that seems to afford a grain of comfort to the chuich- 
man, that is, in its supposed confirmation of the story of the 
crucifixion and of its antiquity.

This was found in 1857 in that part of the Palace of the 
Caesars at Rome, called the house of Gelotius (which the 
Emperor Caligula bought of him). After the murder of Caligula 
the Domus Gelotiana was turned into a residence and training 
school for boys who were intended to serve as pages at the impe­
rial court. These boys amused themselves by scratching pictures 
on the walls, one of which is engraved here. The original is 
preserved in the Museum Kircher in Rome.

In our opinion it is merely a sarcasm aimed at some bad 
Roman soldier, or other malefactor, who had been or was about 
to be crucified, and who had suddenly turned pious, as such per­
sons do in our day, where sympathy and flowers arc abundant.

The principal figure is like that of the ordinary Roman citizen, 
or soldier in undress, of the age of the Cmsars. The dress gives 
no hint of an Oriental, and certainly not of a Palestinian Jew, 
and the person said to be worshiping is clad in the same style of 
garments, a close-fitting tunic and trousers.

The head of an ass very likely was given in derision to the 
person held up to ridicule. One might, without very much risk', 
•suppose it referred to the popular god Silenus who was usually 
represented as riding on an ass, and so be a hit at some drunkard 
in the class, or among the teachers.

The custom of crucifying malefactors by the ancient Romans 
is a historical fact, and in no wise peculiar to Palestine, but was 
practiced in all parts of the empire.

The inscription is in Greek, and shows that the boys were 
drilled in the classic language, as so many others in Rome were 
in that age. It is in Roman letters :

ALEXAMENOS SEBETE THEO (N ?) 
and is translated, Alexamenos worships God. If there ever 
was a letter N at the end, as grammar requires, it has been 
obliterated.
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68 TJIR ER E ET JUNKERS1 MAGA7UNE.

Another picture, of a donkey working in a mill, was found on 
the walls of the same house, with this inscription in Latin: 
“Work, little donkey, as I have worked, and thou shalt be 
rewarded.”

The little donkeys who have worked to have this crucified man 
with the head of an ass accepted as if intended to make history 
of the wwoA-fict ion, will have their reward, sure enough. But very 
few will envy them their reward.

Verily “straws show which way the wind blows.”

PROBING NATURE.

By HERBERT E. CROSSWELL.

|T PON the front cover of a magazine devoted to speculative 
philosophy’ appears these words :

“ Philosophy can bake no bread; but she can procure lor us 
God, Freedom, and Immortality.”—Novalis.

Of what value, we may*  ask, is so much thinking in the philo­
sophical field ? Of what intrinsic worth are the numerous volumes 
whose contents arc an exposition of metaphysical logic, whose 
premise is the one all-absorbing idea of thought? What of 
Berkeley, Kant, Fichte, Jacobi, Schelling, and the rest, if the 
practical element is wanting?

A work of no slight importance upon the subject of metaphy­
sical reasoning which forms ¿1 basis for pure thought is Berkeleys 
volume on “ Principles of Human Knowledge.” This treatise 
contains theories inseparable from truth; for they’ are based upon 
a critical analysis of sense testimony, resulting in a complete 
victory' in behalf of mind. Mind alone is found to be the actual, 
while all forms of sense phenomena arc but conceptions of mind- 
or. as later terminology has it, of thought. Not a few names, 
however, can be mentioned in connection with this subject whose 
keen thinking carried them beyond the mere negation of matter 
into the realm of mind itself. Kant’s “Critique of Pure Reason 
deals in an exhaustive manner with the mental faculties, taking up 
abstract ideas and carrying them to their utmost limit of normal 
action. Others, or many of them at least, labor in the direction 
of spiritualizing things into thought; and much in this line by 
the noted metaphysicians of the past, which had become sort of

Digitized by CnOOQle



PROBING NATURE. 69

obsolete, has, recently, in the light of science, taken on a more 
modern dress, and we now see practical truths in the systems that 
appeared to us not many decades ago in varying phases of a 
theoretical, or abstract nature only.

Abstract ideas, notions, infinite space and time, followed along 
abtruse lines of logic, are terms that soon weary the mind ; and 
to follow Locke into his forest of mental theories, wandering 
'round in the hppe of finding or not finding “innate ideas” 
expressed by the new-born babe is, even to the close thinker, 
fatiguing. Of course metaphysics at best requires an undivided 
attention of the student, while many branches of the science are 
not only interesting to pursue, but in some directions, when 
results are pleasing, exhiliarate the mental faculties to a high 
degree.

The essential relations and exact truths which bear with each 
other in this field of thought arc, when viewed in their true mean­
ing, prolific of much fruit; and demonstrates that all knowledge, 
whether special or general, is relative, placing the seat of the 
understanding in mind and giving to the senses a subjective state 
of existence depending wholly upon mind ; while they further 
show that congruous results derived from the soul of things 
through metaphysics are in character infinite.

Natural as it is for a child to ask questions, so also it is natural 
fora healthy mind of riper years to make inquiries concerning its 
relation to the principle of life. The question arises, can we, by 
investigation along this line of thought, procure for humanity 
better conditions, or diminish and alleviate its sufferings, or 
receive information concerning the immortality of the soul? for 
all this, if anything, is the crowning result of the study of 
philosophy. Indeed, so vital is this subject that all others melt 
away into the void of obscurity. Christianity has been on the 
throne for nearly nineteen centuries, yet good and honest men 
are asking for the demonstration of truth over error. As it is 
popularly understood, Christianity removes not one layer of dark­
ness that clouds the mental vision of mankind, and is absolutely 
^lent when asked to explain the simplest form of existence. 
Neither does science still the voice of inquiry as to hew and where 
In regard to human life. Prof. Morley has given ten years of 
w°rk analyzing water to find the ratio of hydrogen to oxygen ; 
but of what value is all this labor while man is battling with dis-
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case and death? Erudition, with its classics; science, with its 
material forces and mathematics, are so many spokes in the wheel 
of mortality. What do we know about Soul? Neither science 
nor Christianity has given us the slightest hold upon the actual 
relation of man to the world, or to the source of his existence. 
In short, in the words of Pascal: “ Man is to himself the might­
iest prodigy of nature ; for he is unable to conceive what is body, 
still less what is mind, but least of all is he able to conceive how 
a body’ can be united to mind ; yet this is his proper being.” If 
man is left to the play7 of physical forces his case is hopeless, and 
no logic is necessary to convince him that sooner or later he will 
be their victim.

In its true meaning philosophy should lead the mind into 
absolute truth, and give reasons for the intuitive conceptions of 
immortality. It should also find means for healing a diseased 
w’orld, and frame conditions whereby7 demonstration will convince, 
for every7 truth has its proof. Leibnitz well says, that truth must 
be proved to be truth. If the proof is wanting the proposition 
may7 be rejected. What cannot be demonstrated may7 not be 
true. Nothing is sacred but Truth ; if it will stand the test it is 
truth, if not it must fall. Philosophy7 is wisdom, true religion is 
also w’isdom, but they’ must rest upon the understanding and give 
reasons for their occupancy7 in the mind. Beliefs are not final, 
and popular religions are destitute of pure living qualities; but 
exist because all my’sterics are not yet fathomed. They7 do not 
assuage the sorrow’s nor lighten the loads of life. Loss, grief and 
physical woe are marking their victims with the stamp of mor­
tality7, while religions flourish and superstitions arc taught in our 
universities. If man would find truth he must examine for him­
self, search out with the subtle element of thought the cause of 
things. But w’e shall not find truth by turning over the stones in 
the meadow, nor by7 the retort in the laboratory, nor in the 
decay ing forms of false life. The pious Jacobi was right when 
he said we cannot find (Sod anyw’hcrc in the material universe. 
k‘ Working without will,” he says, “ she takes counsel neither of 
the good nor of the beautiful ; creating nothing, she casts up 
from her dark abyss only7 eternal transformation of herself uncon­
sciously7 and w ithout an end ; furthering, w7ith the same ccaseles*  
industry, decline and increase, death and life—never producing 
w hat alone is of God and w hat supposes liberty—the virtuous. 
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the immortal.” And Kant, thinking on the woes of life, says : 
“Our lot is so cast that there is nothing enduring for us but 
pain; some, indeed, have less, others more, but all, at all times, 
have their share ; and our enjoyments at best arc only slight 
alleviations of pain.”

The one universal principle for an hypothesis in speculative 
philosophy, when the search is for absolute good, must hold a 
positive relation with what is actual, and deductions should fol­
low in harmony with the premises, as, if good is positive, evil is 
negative; hence evil can have no place in the logic which pro­
ceeds from good as a premise. Thus we are able to theorize and 
show, if possible, why good is real, and evil unreal. Though the 
scientist habitually cuts into and dissects the organic construction 
to find causes, then tries to adjust the balance, yet disappoint­
ments ever follow and leaves him in the dark. Not through the 
avenue of physics will absolute good be found ; not till Mind 
yields its secrets to the probe of thought docs truth look us in 
the face. All the skill and power there is, exists in mind. Evi­
dence accumulates with every new unfolding of its operation, 
that mind is the source, the originator, the sustainer of all 
phenomena in the universe.

“Truth prints goodness,” says Bacon, “and they be clouds of 
error that descend in storms of passion and perturbations.” That 
good is the fruit of good, and ill of evil, and life of immortality, 
is a fixed law of mind, and is as sure as the law of numbers. It 
is folly to deny because we do not understand ; Wisdom investi­
gates, and by slow unraveling of the threads of thought has found 
that the intellect or the mind is a vast country, the shore of which 
is, at yet, but in sight.

Hamilton, after giving this subject much thoughtful study, in 
speaking of the possibilities of our mental faculties in relation to 
some phases of the mind, illustrates in a striking manner its 
power for good or evil if one but reflects upon the facts and 
learns what true liberty or freedom means. In speaking of 
latency as a quality of mind, he says: “The evidence on this 
point shows that the mind frequently contains whole systems of 
knowledge, which, though in our normal state they have faded 
into absolute oblivion, may, in certain abnormal states, as mad­
ness, febrile delusions, somnambulism, catalepsy, etc., flash out 
into luminous consciousness, and even throw into the shade of
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unconsciousness those other systems by which they had, for a 
long period, been eclipsed, and even extinguished. For example, 
there are cases in which the extinct memory of whole languages 
was suddenly restored, and, what is even still more remarkable, 
in which the faculty was exhibited of accurately repeating, in 
known or unknown tongues, passages which were never within 
the grasp of conscious memory in the normal state.”

Similar testimony comes from more recent investigation into 
the relation of mind to memory, which demonstrates an existing 
character, quality or mental state, capable cf calling up to con­
sciousness acts committed long ago, so far in the past as utterly 
beyond recall. The conditions that are necessary for this class 
of phenomena are somewhat speculative in their nature, but this 
fact remains that it can and does do so, and is well established 
among scientific men. These statements infer that the mind is a 
sort of silent phonograph; whatever is imprinted there, remains, 
so long as mind exists. What a penalty to be visited upon 
a hardened criminal, when repentance has carried him along a 
half century’ of a moral life, and the fading remembrance of his 
crime was supposed to be passing into oblivion, to have it again 
all spread out before him with the freshness of a deed of yester­
day7 in the all-analyzing sanctuary7 of a condemning conscience.

The principle of life giveth evil for evil, good for good ; and 
pardon is no more admissible than would be a power to rob man 
of his morality’. Good is the friend of man, evil can never be.

It is the office of all acts to produce effects; this is a universal 
law, and from it there is no appeal. The eternal law of good 
never fails to work ; in proportion as we possess and live by this 
law woes will lessen ; indeed why should we fear different result' 
as the fruit of love? If pain follows good, and love is an effect ot 
evil, there is neither a moral law’ nor justice ; every7 truth ol 
science, from the law7 of gravitation to the centrifugal force of the 
planets, is a phantasy7 of diseased imagination for which there is 
no cure. Knowledge and understanding without law have no 
reality’, and without its permanence wisdom is folly. Thus we are 
compelled to see law’ evcrywvhere. The conscience is ever on 
guard with its moral law’ as sovereign and is felt in some degree 
by7 every human soul. “ Any7 distrust of the permanence oi 
law's,” says Emerson, “ w'ould paralyze the faculties of man.

Though we possess an instinctive recognition that good i-
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positive, yet it brings with it to the practical thinker no more nor 
no less fruit than he has actually earned. By the law of Right, 
no man can hold what he has not labored for. You can draw on 
your account of goodness, mercy, love and truth to enhance your 
happiness, but you cannot overdraw ; beyond your rightful owner­
ship in this property you cannot be served. “ Whoso knows or 
sees truth, becomes truth.” There is an earnestness and aspiration 
in this assertion that carries sufficiency with it past all con­
troversy. Falsities are the pitfalls of discord, and what arc 
discords but pains and loss? But if truth be true, they must 
melt before the supreme necessity that precludes bondage of any 
sort, whether of pain or mortality. Unity of thought and truth 
brings action, which results in harmony, and the soul of things— 
man ancl the universe is immortal. Indestructible is the harmony 
sealed by the essence of reality.

Thus the true meaning of Nature in its essential co-operation 
or relation with man is to fashion the beautiful, the creating 
power being in man as nature, producing happiness while its 
force is in operation, and pain when cessation or stagnation 
clogs the faculties of action. Any hinderance or force used by 
man to compel Nature to work injustice, any persistent protest 
he may carry against its law of right, will characterize him as an 
appendage ; he is no longer a part of the w hole—he begins to 
decay. But only as he is united with Nature, has he any guaran­
tee for individual existence. In the divine order of things, good 
is the essence and power of all reality. A perfect man is a part of 
the actual—a fraction of the Infinite. In this belief dwells the 
lofty perception of an immutable right, the aspiring faith that 
sees a final destruction of error.

All evil is mental, whether or not we name some phases 
°f it physical. In hypnotism material forces become obsolete, 
and through the potency of its action, the laws of chemistry are 
swept away forever. Nothing is sure but thought and its manifes­
tation. We are constantly in the presence of lawr—a quality of 
rnind, and every expression of mind is either good or evil, based 
upon principle or its absence ; good being eternal, evil mortal; 
the death process, associated with pain, being the penalty for 
what is called sin or a broken law. Matter itself is but the 
crystallized state of mortal mind, and contains the seeds of death, 
because it is the parent of evil. The gilt-edge of wealth is a
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concentrated force based upon a stability of physical laws, and its 
potency for evil is in line with its ancestry. True wealth is in 
a knowledge of Soul which gives a freedom unknown to the 
money-king ; for the power of Mind can change physical con­
ditions which dollars can never do. Hypnotism we know does 
effect changes in chemical action, but this power is an evil, does 
not cnienatc from or associate with the Highest Law. Truth can 
never produce error, but hypnotism can, which demonstrates its 
oppsition to the Divine Mind, the origin of good. Hence, a 
true knowledge of Soul gives a power not vested in hypnotism. 
This is one phrase of the power of might, the top round of the 
ladder of evil—error distilled, the very essence of sin! All 
weaker oppositions, pale before its mandate, are reduced to 
bondage. Hypnotism is a mighty power of mind over mind, com­
pelling obedience, though its hat brings one to the very dregs of 
iniquity. If this is the highest power we are lost. If man has 
no refuge from evil, if with knowledge comes slavery, if hope is 
vain and life a cheat, then truth is error, sin is right and good is 
base.

Buddha said we gain life and liberty by the knowledge of 
good ; and Christ implied that with truth comes freedom. To 
all this responds the intellect, as well as the heart; and the saving 
element of our being is not a power that bends the knee, but 
that life w hich gives strength that man may stand erect. It is 
certain that the ancient Egyptians were familiar with hypnotism 
and its control over the physical organs of man. And there is 
little doubt that Christ was also aware of its potency for evil. 
To Jesus this was a subtle enemy to good—the essence of, or 
highest attenuation of matter, hence its agency in the works of 
evil. There is no question but what Jesus held that Truth or 
Divine Mind was man’s refuge from evil, if understood, practiced, 
and moulded into individual character; and that discords of life 
were results of disobedience to the perfect law—the principle that 
governs the right of a thing. That he taught eternal punishment 
was merely a suggestion that one might forever reject truth, in 
which case, he divined the verity that sowing error meant fora 
surety harvest of evil. Buddha also believed that physical pain 
or mental sorrow’ would never cease while sin remained. The 
Karma of Buddha corresponds to the Satan of Christ. Karma 
meant sense-life. Satan, to Jesus, implied the world—physical 
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life which lie called a lie. Buddha’s Karma or Christ’s Satan, 
like the Orphic Eras, “ is primal impulse to creation,” the external 
world in contradistinction to the spiritual. Thus we sec that when 
the spiritual in man has the ascendency he becomes a seer, feels 
the divine influx of the imperative; and all forms and all creeds 
are spontaneously outgrown, and he stands alone with a new idea. 
Then follows a truth of all time—he cannot keep it, he needs must' 
let man know. What is this but the symbol of unity of life, a 
whole in fragments, pointing to the magnetic pole of Deity, a 
recognition of God in man? If man is out side of God, if in his 
loftiest moments he is an external thing, an appendage, he is 
nothing. But man is something; he has rights; he is a creator; 
forms his own ideals ; subject to his own creation and lives therein. 
Only by so much of truth as he owns, will lie live. If he would 
change the world he must first work transformation in himself; as 
he is and thinks, so is his reality. This is immutable, the cogency 
of what is, because things are so. Poverty of intellect, fogs of 
egotism and apathy are barriers that he can clear away if he will. 
But he would follow society’s method, an institution that measures 
a man by his estates, not that he is man. We know, of course, 
that many in the life of fashion have seen the school and college, 
but they are like the iron that passed through the fire: it has 
cooled. Society shows its standard and its worth by its followers ; 
each in the solitude of the chamber must feci a shrinking, a 
shriveling process going on that cramps and crowds individuality 
out of sight, impoverishing the mind and stilling the aspirations 
for higher ends. The cultus of society is capricious, its whims 
are degrading; it gives applause, but consolation never. The 
wise shun these fossils of the king’s court, which crumble when 
they come into the air of the great soul, as the mariner in a storm 
shuns the rocky coast.

Beware of the pickpocket, beware also of him who would rob 
you of your birthright, that transcends the petty conformities of 
society. Measure truth by truth, and though a man be never so 
bad, he will see that the broad end of perspective in truth’s pic­
ture is yours. Mark the lights of the world ! When Seneca 
speaks, creeds vanish; with Parmenides freedom is born anew ; 
Xenophane sees unity as the All. And as with every reflective 
and passive mind looking for fresh emanations of truth, feeling 
its infinite character, he sees not only the poetry of the soul, but
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the symbol of nature that provokes the beauty in man, for har­
mony is a quality of soul, not of matter.

All is youth and beauty to innocence, for innocence is the 
unchecked flow of virtue from the very source of life. The play 
of soft light and shade, amidst the rustling leaves which smile and 
dance to the wind song, are nature’s symbols of innocence- 
Pure thoughts are intuitions, and seek to harmonize man with 
Deity: this also is innocence. When man is innocent, says the 
poet, he will pass out of material existence as gently as waking 
from a dream. But the face of humanity is flushed with the emul­
sion of the false and cunning; either, as expediency demands, 
swims in the countenance as a gold fish in the aquarium glides 
from one corner to another in his prison ; the purpose is for now, 
it could not be for eternity’. When man learns that he is im­
mortal : the rush, the hurry’ in life will pause somewhat, he will 
see more beauty’ in the landscape, and less dollars in the moun­
tain-side that hides the gold mine. But these are the lesser side 
of evils, the twigs and leaves of the tree which grows in the soil 
of popular opinion; its fruit is bitter, it cannot feed the soul: 
trade, the school, the college, the church, all are twisted into 
abnormal shapes in the surging whirlpool of opinion and custom. 
If man faints for the pure air of freedom he must needs run the 
gauntlet of fixed rules; he is not even suffered to have a noble 
thought, an ideal. If he comes out of the meshes of conformity 
for what he feels to be truth and would speak, lo! the press, the 
pulpit, cry’ out against him. This is the common method of sup­
pression, a somewhat milder type than formerly when Savonarola. 
Spinoza, Bruno and the rest suffered for principle and right. It 
is a moral impossibility’ to shut up the soul in forms and rituals. 
We have as \’et barely’ entered the vast unexplored region of Law 
—which means Love—w hich means God. When a new truth is 
felt, when light breaks, let it not be stifled by' credulity’ and 
superstition. Though they’ wear the badge of authority, it is an 
empty’ title of an ancient dymasty, and the king is deceased. “1 
also am a man,” says the philosopher, and if Christian nations 
would demean life by their mutilations of human creatures in 
war; by- setting the standard of morality' at a low ebb; by 
indulging passion, envies, hates, malice, revenge, then it must 
needs be that the intellect is diseased, and grown over with weecL 
of selfishness and lust of power.
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Is the world then so bad ? Is it possible that the church, the ' 
government, the individual, society, are without God in their 
world? Much there is to praise, much to eulogize, because their 
excuse for being is a sort of prudence, a semblance to sincerity, 
to right, to the best interest of the whole.

The charms of life, those things which make life worth living, 
what are they but the observance of manifold expressions of 
that essence of unity which makes form beautiful; and words, 
those messengers of thought, that fascinate the mind, float­
ing the soul over the discords of experience into the very truth 
of Being ?

Troubles begin when desires are born ; and the birth of desire 
devolves upon the fulfillment of desire, a round of false delights, 
the child of illusions; and he who lives wholly in the senses is 
plying the shuttle that weaves his own pall. Says an ancient 
poet, and truly : “ Cast off thy desire as the serpent its slough ;
break but this bondage of the heart, thou art immortal here.” 
Everything opposed to the Highest Law is an enemy of immortal 
soul, and shuts out intuition as arid lands do the rich harvest of a 
fertile soil.

We are lulled to dream away the hours when the lap of luxury 
is full, and poverty of life seems afar off. So the sweet breath of 
youth makes slow and tardy the bended form of ancient days 
withits feeble voice that cries, Alas for the life that is not life! 
the senses vanish and the man is gone. Then begins anew 
the soul to tread again the false ways of might; it sows the 
wind and yet again drinks woe. Thus is man bound upon the 
wheel of fate; thus he sees that the smile of life is a frown in 
disguise.

The soul of the universe and man is in harmony with truth; 
to know this, and all men must yet know, is wisdom, and with 
wisdom comes light, which makes for justice, virtue and inno­
cence, which last alone is man’s refuge from evil. The omnipo­
tent, supreme Power, the court of last appeal, correctly defined, 
means the law of right, there is no other. Pain and fear arc 
man’s because he would rob Justice of her gown, and Beauty of 
her form, and gather unto himself the blind forces of a material 
world that leave him faint and famished. But the hope of his 
destiny is never to evade the fixedness of law, for law sustains 
the very essence of his true being, for he is heir to the pcr-
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feet, ¿1 life that embodies the imperishable—the expression of 
Infinite Mind.

When deception dies; when egotism, hate, malice, revenge, 
envies, passions, lust, let go their hold—when the dross is spent, 
then is freedom born and MAN is king.

AN “INFIDEL” INTERVIEWS MOODY.

By SUSAN II. WIXON.

JN the November number of the FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE, 
on page 606, there is an allusion to the “great evangelist” 

as one believing in the old story—“ once upon a time there was 
a deluge that swallowed up everything on the face of the earth 
except,” etc. There is also an incidental reference to my notice 
of the McCann pamphlet on the Deluge tale in which I said—“ If 
any one living to-day, (any intelligent person of ordinary good 
sense, I should have said,) that believes from the bottom of his 
heart, that there was once a great deluge that destroyed every­
thing off the face of the earth but one family, and that rather 
poor stock', I am sorry for him.” And so I am.

But Moody does not actually believe that foolish lie. He may 
preach that he does, yet, when he engages in any serious and 
truthful conversation with himself, very likely he refers to the 
story as “ that same old chestnut.”

'The fact is Moody is in business—a business that pays. The 
creation of the world in just six days, the formation of man out 
of dust, and woman from the rib of this famous mud man, the 
Eall from Grace, the drowning of everybody but the drunkard 
Noah and his family, the re-peopling of the earth, the lapse 
again, the vicarious atonement, the Holy Trinity, etc., are 
Moody’s stock in trade, It’s a part of the apparatus. There 
could be no show without it.

Moody is evidently a shrewd, enterprising business man. He 
makes a good living. If he didn’t he wouldn’t stay in the 
business.

I had once an interview of some length with the wonderful (/) 
revivalist. If you would like I will tell you about it.

Some ten years ago, I was staying in Saratoga, and while 
there Moody came to town to conduct a series of meetings and
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pick up a few dollars for himself from the plethoric pockets of the 
Saratoga sinners. The meetings were held in ;i large church, and 
Moody’s hooks were well baited to catch the sinful fish who 
hovered about the delightful watering-place.

At the hotel where 1 stopped was a Mrs. R., who hailed from 
Boston. This lady invited me to accompany her to Mr. M.'s 
meeting. On the way thither she queried whether I would talk 
with the great “ saver of souls ” at the close of the service.

“Yes," 1 said, “if he would talk with me, I would be glad of 
the opportunity.”

At the close of the service, which consisted of song-singing, 
story-telling about lost souls, and victims of (jod’s wrath, and the 
like, those who would like to remain a few moments for conver­
sation were told they could do so. Quite a large number took 
advantage of the invitation and staid, Mrs. R. and myself among 
them. There was some praying by different persons, and then 
Mr. Moody, who was, of course, the central figure, suggested a 
period of silent supplication, as he termed it, and said that if each 
person, without Christ in his heart, should pray that he (Christ) 
would eiftcr the heart, without doubt he would do so, then and 
there. Here was a test. I whispered to myself, “ Now, if Christ 
will come to me, 1 will bid him welcome. I pray thee,.Christ, if 
thou art anywhere within hearing distance to come to me.”

He did not come. The gas was turned down. It was very 
still.

The evangelist prayed, and then, by his direction, there was 
some singing, in a low, soft tone—

“ Come, Holv Spirit, heavenly dove, 
With all they quickening powers, 
Kindle a flame of precious love 
In these cold hearts of ours."

Then another verse of the same hymn was rendered in a yet 
lower tone. It was like a melodious whisper.

I looked around upon the curious sight. The gas was turned low, 
which made the people on their knees appear shadowy and weird­
like. There was Moody, the ruling spirit of the hour, engaged 
in supplicating—what?—that Christ, the Invisible would become 
visible—that he would descend for the express purpose of snatch­
ing some few souls from an everlasting punishment that had been 
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prepared by the Maker of a Universe. He, an all-wise, all­
knowing, all-comprehending being had caused a “lake of fire and 
brimstone ” to exist for the torment and destruction of the many 
and entertainment and delight of the few!

The preparatory act being ended, Mr. M. invited all who 
wished to a little conversation with himself. I was quick to avail 
myself of this opportunity. I said, “ Mr. Moody, you have 
talked this evening a good deal about being saved—what do you 
mean by the term ? ”

“ Why! to be redeemed from the wrath to come—from ever­
lasting pain—from the worm that dieth not,” was his reply.

“ Here or hereafter?”
He gazed at me, and I shall always remember the quizzical 

look', as if he was undecided whether I was orthodoxically 
ignorant or not, as he answered :

“ Hereafter, of course ! ”
“ But, tell me how we arc to be saved.”
“ How? By belief in Jesus who died for our sins.”
“But I do not understand how simple belief can do the busi­

ness,” said I. “ Explain, please.”
A. sudden light flashed into his eyes, as he quickly remarked:
“Ah! you’re an Infidel. I thought as much. You've been 

reading Infidel books. Here, Miss--------- , come and talk with this
Infidel.”

“ I beg pardon, Mr. Moody, I would prefer to talk with you,” 
and I moved my scat nearer the evangelist.

“What did you read the Infidel books for?” lie inquired 
sternly.

“ For information—I wanted to know both sides of the ques­
tion.”

“ You did, hey! If a man should write you a villainous letter 
about your mother, would you read it ? ” he asked.

“ Well, how would I know it to be villainous until I did read 
it ?”

“ Do you believe in the Bible as the word of God ? ” he asked 
abruptly.

“ I cannot imagine how a God could possibly write, or cause 
to be written, so much that' is malicious, profane, licentious, 
obscene and unreliable,” 1 calmly answered.
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“Oh, that was simply written to show how the people lived in %
the old times. But Christ brought peace and purity in the 
world.”

“Ah!” I said, “Did He not declare that he would cause 
divisions in families. Did—”

Here I was interrupted by the evangelist. “ 1 hat is all right. 
If your mother is a Christian and you an Infidel, you ought to be 
separated at once ! ”

“Is this Christianity ? ”
“Yes. If you were a daughter of mine and read Infidel works,

1 would not have you in my house a minute ! I would have 
nothing to do with such a daughter! ”

I simply7 said I felt very7 thankful that I had a better father.
The evangelist continued in a somewhat vehement manner, 

and contended that I was a dangerous person. “Why,” he said, 
“you would create a rebellion in heaven in half an hour! ’

This amused me, and I told him I guessed he was about right, 
and it wouldn't be the first rebellion in that much-talked-of place, 
cither.

“You would be cast out,” he went on, “as Lucifer was. You 
blow too much—you would be telling the Almighty’ what to do.”

“ I shouldn’t wonder,” I remarked, laughing, “ I think' I would 
IJe apt to nudge his Lordship occasionally’, and 1 would suggest 
keeping a quick eye upon wicked shepherds, who delude the 
people, the whited sepulchres, the platters full of dead men’s 
konts, the scribes, Pharisees and hyprocrites, the generation of 
V1pcrs that Jesus mentioned, who used to live on the earth and 
"ho left their descendants behind when they’ died.”

My little speech was interrupted by7 a groan, and the great 
s"iner-saver said, “ O, you’ve lost your soul! you’ve lost your

! and he seemed glad of it, I thought.
Here followed quite a tirade against our best and noblest 

x‘nefactors, who, if not Christians, according to his idea, were all 
e and corrupt. He thought Rousseau was a demon, Paine the 

lTlan that ever lived, Jefferson and Franklin nobodies, but 
raham Lincoln, he said, was ¿i Christian, and had requested his 

levers before entering the White House at Washington!!
Think of it.

ell, we talked and talked, and the people listened till a late
’ and I never heard so much vituperation, so many7 false
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statements, so much bold bigotry, hatred, ill-concealed super­
stitious fancy, ignorance and delusion in all my life before. I 
cannot say how long the conversation would have been prolonged 
had not somebody turned out the lights. I had no wish to 
remain there in the dark, so I bade the evangelist good night, to 
which he did not respond, and hastened out of the church.

Before this 1 had given Mr. M. credit for sincerity and some 
sagacity and native benevolence. He is doubtless shrewd, but 
lacks self-control. He lets his temper fly away with him. Now, 
1 did not scoff at his views, but I met him fairly in a real spirit 
of inquiry, and he replied arrogantly and with insolence.

He condemns and denounces without knowing what he is 
condemning or denouncing. To his mind an Infidel is the worst 
of all creations, but who believes as he believes is all right. He 
is certainly very insincere and misjudging. Here was one pre­
senting herself for information—for instruction. How was she 
received ? Kindly, gently, and carefully shown the right way/ 
Quite the reverse.

Thinking me at fault and indulging in wrong ideas, would not 
a kind, conscientious, wise teacher taken pains to set me right/ 
Would he not eagerly have sought to pluck me as a brand from 
the burning? Instead of that, he disdained to offer one little 
prayer in my behalf, and, with his own right hand he, figuratively 
speaking, hurls me into “ the lake of fire and brimstone,” and 
intimates, that is good enough for me. He declares that the 
saints in heaven rejoice in my agony, as I helplessly lie there 
amid the weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth. He sees me 
going away into, as he believes, “outer darkness” without speak­
ing one kind, hopeful and encouraging word. And this is the 
Evangelist, who, seeing the world in a sinking condition, says: 
“ We will gather up a few, scuttle the ship and let her go! ”

I made up my mind, then and there, that the man did not 
believe the things he preached. I have had no occasion to 
change mv mind since. He is, as I said in the beginning, in 
business—making money. He loves power. He panders to 
ignorance.

It is a pity, too.
The world is full of beauty. Man is growing out of the 

swaddling clothes of his infancy. He is standing on his feet, 
looking upward. Moody would keep him on his hands and knees 
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crawling in the mire forever, looking down into an imaginary 
abyss of despair and misery, where human beings agonize forever.

Can he not see that evil is only imperfection? that right gen­
eration hath no need of regeneration, and that heaven is just as 
much here as anywhere, that hell is not a locality, but simply a 
condition, into which he himself is as likely to pitch head foremost 
as anybody, especially when he condemns a fellow-being to its 
dismal surroundings without cause or provocation ?

When this man learns the art of teaching people to do right, 
because it is right so to do, not because he fears punishment or 
hopes for reward, he will have taken then a step forward in the 
right direction.

BUTCHERY.

By MARY CLINE.

HERE is no subject so relevant to the period as that of
Butchery. There is a time of the year actually called 

Butchering Day, when people go out to catch meat. Let us pic­
ture the affair. Observe yonder four or five men, so called, but 
who are brute-men in the profoundest aspect. How they circum­
vent that pig as it tries to protect its body ! There is an animal 
soul inside of the brute trying to maintain its equilibrium in 
relation to the body. Evidently it needs that body which cov­
ered it from birth, or it had not been born systematically devel­
oped in a body. Nature is all a great open-leaved Bible. Let 
him who has eyes, see. So says the Testament. But men are 
blind, or they would know that when Nature demurs from inter­
ruption in its development—that to break' the nature, or God’s 
method, is a crime. When the hog demurs from being broken 
Brutally open—crushing out the growth—you may know, as 
though it had been said by God, that it is murder to destroy the 
‘itality of the body and suspend the action which Law put in 
motion. Further than this, it is unmitigated arrogance.

Picture to yourself the image of the farmer and his friends. It 
ls not butchery at this moment they have in their minds, but 
rather the agreeableness of beholding ¿1 good fat swine. They 

over in the pens and the farmer points with pride to his 
fine-shaped creatures and, throwing each an car of corn, observes 
with congratulation the satisfaction and curious eccentricities of 
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the pleased brutes. He is good to his pigs. He feeds them 
three times a day. They know him, wait for him, get attached 
to him and grunt for favors at his hands. Finally kilh’ng-dav 
comes. He hates killing day. He doesn’t know why. He 
would like to run off. It is a bad job. But he hires two or three 
other men who never fed those pigs, and the bad job, that job 
that he think's has to be done, because he never knew such a 
thing as no killing-day, is done. And a bad job it is. Open the 
throat Hies and the pig gets his first ungenerous treatment. 
Nature is indignant, and all the sensitive inhabitants of the land 
arc aroused, hurt and .annoyed. For out there is a brute crying 
for life—as it is crying in my ears at this moment and causing me 
to w rite this paper. I, for one, am a crank, may be, but I speak 
from experience. I hate to hear the death-squeal of a- pig. 1 
know' that my hatred for it is founded on natural causes. Io 
understand that all material bodily life is but symbolic of the liv­
ing spirit within—spirit which cannot die—no matter if in a brute 
or man. (It is more than automatic vitality. The plant has 
that.) I say, to realize, beyond a peradventure, that all material 
symbols are for the sake of spirit—growth—individuality—only— 
it is hard to know’ that man, in his absolute ignorance, is taking 
away that symbol of body from the spirit of the brute, when 
that brute cries out for its house of development by which means 
alone its spirit may grow.

There may be many intricacies in this philosophy which people 
in general may not realize as vet, but the time will come when, 
rather than butcher, people will rely on vegetables and milk for 
their food. A finer fibcred generation is on the stage. It is a 
well known fact that the better nerves and the closer muscles arc 
clogged by meat-eating. Yet, in this age, where men arc allied 
to the beast, it is only natural, in their perversions, that they 
devour each other, and impress their influence on the negative 
minds of the lower creation, for, be it known, the whole business 
is controlled by man. His word is over all. His spirit imbues 
the w'orld. Be he great and good, then will the world act har­
moniously and the fangs of the carnivora, which is in its essense 
combative, will drop out. He rules the very atmosphere and 
even the electricities. There is no end to man-rule.

Among old essays is one written by Charles Lamb, that gave 
to my mind a good likeness of the man who invented roast meat.
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A father had several children one of whom was an idiot. 
One day, by some chance, a pig-pen burnt to the ground. Idiot 
thrust in his hands among the ashes and saw a dead pig roasted 
brown. He picked it up and let it go again, and sucked off his 
fingers. Ah’ what a revelation! Roast pig! He dipped in his 
fingerstill he could eat no more; then, not being content, but 
perhaps thinking what a pity it was for so much roast corpse to 
be lying around, he invited his father to partake. The poor 
man was disgusted with his son. But he, too, by an after-thought 

■ chanced to dip his fingers in the mess and licked off the grease. 
Humanity in its ebb was satisfied ! It had reached a climax. 
Roast pig ! Oh ! what sweetness a small wee corpse of a young 
pig. But not.content, when he could eat no more, he invited all 
the other children in, and they dabbled their little fingers in the 
fat. There were plenty of burnt pig-pens after that, and men 
would fall to and build them over again so they could have the 
privilege of burning them down again when the pigs were in. 
But a more economical way prevails now—with less shame. 
Woe was man, because an idiot was playing in the ashes of a 
grave yard of pigs.

You will see from this, that Charles Lamb thought that only 
an idiot could have instituted this craze for meat; and when 
one sees the filthy wallow’ings of the animals, w’e can guess 
why he thought so. But, although it is not supposable that he, 
whom we should denominate an idiot, ever started this affair, 
yet it was only a moral idiot—he who w\as deaf to the voice and 
law of nature, who commenced all this butchery and meat-eating. 
But, apart from the judicious wisdom of not killing, there is 
another question. The habit of the nation is so deeply set, that 
to cease to take meat would be injurious, though much meat is 
equally dangerous to the nerve pow'er and to the grow'th of 
intellect. This habit should be gradually’ uprooted. The age is 
not ripe. It is still murderous. It is still perverse. It is only’ 
when negative to the finer issues of life that personal selfishness 
will be thrown out. Fancy the selfishness. The man mentally' 
says to the pig, “ I want your meat,” and the pig, in its intui­
tion of justice, says: “This body' is mine, not y’ours,” and cries 
out brokenly in its indignation—righteous indignation—against 
selfishness of the supposed superior creature—man—before it will 
bive up the ghost. Only' one bit of advice would 1 give. Pig­
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squealing in this season of pig-squeals is annoying, distracting 
and disgusting. It fetches all the murder out of a man. One 
pig that I knew of was obliged to take a quarter of an hour to 
die. This is cruelty to animals. If men do undertake this system 
of butcher}’, let them do it right and know their business. A 
farmer or butcher should know just where to strike a pig. Per­
sonally, I don’t object to other people being happy behind their 
sausage, but I never take it myself and feel the better for it. 
People mostly live to eat, and don’t eat to live. In reality, very 
little is required. Those who use up their muscular heat need 
more than others. But when animals are used in their proper 
sphere, to serve as servants, instead of men being used so, then 
there will be no need of J. L. Sullivans. How is it the horse is 
about as strong as ten men and never eats any meat. No! it is 
not the discontinuing to eat meat that makes an habitual meat 
cater miserable, but the breakingof the habit. Habit is diabolic. 
There is no such thing as a good habit, no matter what it may 
be. A habit puts a man in a box of certain dimensions, and he 
is intended to be independent, absolute.

CHANGING CREEDS.

By OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.

HE experiences we have had in common lead us to talk over
the theological questions which at this time are constantly 

presenting themselves to the public, not only in the books and 
papers expressly devoted to that class of subjects, but in mail}’ 
of the newspapers and popular periodicals, from the weeklies to 
the quarterlies. The pulpit used to lay down the law to the 
pews ; at the present time it is of more consequence what the 
pews think' than what the minister docs, for the obvious reason 
that the pews can change their minister, and often do, whereas 
the minister cannot change the pews, or can do so only to some 
limited extent. The preacher’s garment is cut according to the 
pattern of that of his hearers, for the most part. Thirty years 
ago, when I was writing in this magazine, I came in for a very 
pretty share of abuse, such as it was the fashion of that da}', at 
least in certain quarters, to bestow upon those who were outside 
of the high-walled inclosurcs in which many persons, not naturally 
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unamiable or exclusive, found themselves imprisoned. Since that 
time what changes have taken place! Who will believe that a 
well-behaved and reputable citizen could have been denounced as 
a “moral parricide,” because he attacked some of the doctrines 
in which he was supposed to have been brought up? A single 
thought should have prevented the masked theologian who 
abused his incognity from using such iibclous language.

Much, and in many families most, of the religious teaching of 
children is committed to the mother. The experience of William 
Cullen Bryant, which I have related in his own words, is that of 
many New England children. Now, the sternest dogmas that 
ever came from a soul cramped and palsied by an obsolete creed 
become wonderfully softened in passing between the lips of a 
mother. The cruel doctrine at which all but case-hardened 
“professionals ” shudder, comes out, as she teaches and illustrates 
it, as unlike its original, as the milk which a peasant mother gives 
her babe is unlike the coarse food which furnishes her nourish­
ment. The virus of a cursing creed is rendered perfectly harmless 
bv the time it reaches the young sinner in the nursery. Its effects 
fall as far short of what might have been expected from its viru­
lence as the pearly vaccine vesicle falls short of the terrors of the 
confluent small-pox. Controversialists should therefore be careful 
(fortheir own sakes, for they hurt nobody so much as themselves) 
how they use such terms as “ parricide ” as characterizing those 
who do not agree in all points with the fathers whom or whose 
memory they honor and venerate. They might with as much 
propriety call them matricides, if they did not agree with the 
milder teachings of their mothers. I can imagine Jonathan 
Edwards in the nursery with his three-year-old child upon his 
knee. The child looks up to his face and says to him :

“ Papa, nurse tells me that you say God hates me worse than 
be hates one of those horrid ugly snakes that crawl all round. 
Does God hate me so ? ”

“Alas! my child, it is but too true. So long as you arc out 
of Christ you are as a viper, and worse than a viper, in his 
sight.”

By and by, Mrs. Edwards, one of the loveliest of women and 
sweetest of mothers, comes into the nursery. The child is 
crying.

“What is the matter, my darling?”
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“ Papa has been telling me that God hates me worse than a 
snake.”

Poor, gentle, poetical, sensitive, spiritual, almost celestial Mrs. 
Jonathan lidwards. On the one hand the terrible sentence con­
ceived, written down, given to the press, by the child’s father; oil 
the other side the trusting child looking up at her, and all the 
mother pleading in her heart against the frightful dogma of her 
reverend husband. Do you suppose she left that poison to rankle 
in the tender soul of her darling? Would it have been moral 
parricide for a son of the great divine to have repudiated the 
doctrine which degraded his blameless infancy to the condition 
and below the condition of the reptile ? Was it parricide in the 
second or third degree when his descendant struck out that 
venomous sentence from the page in which it stood as a monu­
ment to what depth Christian heathenism could sink under the 
teaching of the great master of logic and spiritual inhumanity ' 
It is too late to be angry about the abuse it well-meaning writer 
reccived thirty years ago. The whole atmosphere has changed 
since then. It is mere childishness to expect men to believe as 
their fathers did : that is, if they have any minds of their own. 
The world is a generation older and wiser than when the father 
was of his son’s age. . . .

In more intelligent circles of American society one may ques­
tion anything and everything, if he w’ill only do it civilly. We 
may talk about eschatology,—the science of the last things—or, 
if you will, the natural history of the undiscovered country, with­
out offense before anybody except young children and very old 
people of both sexes. In our New’ England, the great Andover 
discussion and the heretical missionary question have benumbed 
sensibility on the subject as entirely, as completely as the new 
local an.csthetic, cocaine, deadens the sensibility of the part to 
which it is applied, so that the eye may have its mote or beam 
plucked out without feeling it, as the novels of Zola and Maupas­
sant have hardened the delicate nerve-centers of the women who 
have fed their imaginations on the food they have furnished.

The generally-professed belief of the Protestant w'orld, as 
embodied in their published creeds, is that the great mass of man­
kind arc destined to an eternity of suffering. That this eternity 
is to be one of bodily pain- -of bodily “ torment ”—is the literal 
teaching of scripture, c.hich has been literally interpreted by the 
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theologians, the poets, and the artists of many long ages, which 
followed the acceptance of the recorded legends of the church as 
infallible. The doctrine has always been recognized, as it is now, 
as a very terrible one. It has found a support in the story of the 
fall of man, and the view taken of the relation of man to his 
maker since that event. The hatred of God to mankind in virtue 
of their “ first disobedience ” and inherited depravity is at the 
bottom of it. The extent to which that idea was carried is well 
shown in the expressions I have borrowed from Jonathan 
Edwards. According to his teaching,—and he was a rcasoner 
who knew what he was talking about, what was involved in the 
promises of the faith he accepted,—man inherits the curse of 
God as his principal birthright.

What shall we say to the doctrine of the fall of man, as the 
ground of inflicting endless misery on the human race? Aman 
to be punished for what he could not help! He was expected to 
be called to account for Adam’s sin. It is singular to notice that 
the reasoning of the wolf with the lamb should be transferred to 
the dealing of the creator with his creatures. “You stirred the 
brook up and made my drinking-place muddy.” “ But, please 
your wolfship, I couldn’t do that, for I stirred the water far down 
the stream—below your clrinking-place.” ‘‘Well, anyhow, your 
father troubled it a year or two ago, and that is the same thing.” 
So the wolf falls upon the lamb and makes a meal of him. That 
is wolf logic—and theological reasoning.

How shall we characterize the doctrine of endless torture as 
the destiny of most of those who have lived, and are living, on this 
planet? I prefer to let another writer speak of it. Mr. John 
Morley uses the following words: “The horrors of what is per­
haps the most frightful idea that has corroded human character 
—the idea of eternal punishment.” Sismondi, the great historian, 
heard a sermon on eternal punishment, and vowed never again 
to enter another church holding the same creed. Romanism he 
considered a religion of mercy and peace by the side of what the 
English call the reformation. I mention these protests because I 
happen to find them among my notes, but it would be easy to 
accumulate examples of the same kind. When Cowper, at about 
the end of the last century, said satirically of the minister he was 
attacking,

“He never mentioned hell to ears polite,” 
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he was giving unconscious evidence that the sense of the barbar­
ism of the idea was finding its way into the pulpit. When Burns, 
in the midst of the sulphurous orthodoxy of Scotland, dared 
to say,

“ The fear o’ hell ’s a hangman’s whip 
To hand the wretch in order,”

he was only appealing to the common sense and common human­
ity of his fellow-countrymen.

All the reasoning in the world, all the proof-texts in old manu­
scripts, cannot reconcile this supposition of a world of sleepless 
and endless torment with the declaration that “God is love.”

Where did this “ frightful idea” come from? We are sur­
prised, as we grow older, to find that the legendary hell of the 
church is nothing more nor less than the Tartarus or the old 
heathen world. It has every mark of coming from the cruel heart 
of a barbarous despot. Some malignant and vindictive sheik, 
some brutal Mezentius, must have sat for many pictures of the 
divinity. It was not enough to kill his captive enemy, after tor­
turing him as much as ingenuity could contrive to do it. He 
escaped at last by death, but his conqueror could not give him up 
so easily, and so his vengeance followed him into the unseen and 
unknown world. How the doctrine got in among the legends of 
the church we arc no more bound to show than we are to account 
for the intercalation of the “ three witnesses ” text, or the false 
insertion, or false omission, whichever it may be, of the last four­
teen verses of the Gospel of St. Mark. We do not hang our 
grandmothers now, as our ancestors did theirs, on the strength of 
the positive command, “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” 
—Al Inn tic Monthly.

THE ANTIQUITY OF MAN.
By ARTHUR B. MOSS.

T ET us now consider in the light of the evidence afforded by 
a study of Pakuontology the great antiquity of man. And 

here we find that one science corroborates in every particular the 
testimony of the other, strengthening and supporting its teachings 
at every turn ; for while Geology demonstrates the great age of 
the rock formations, Pakc-ontology testifies as strongly of the 
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vast antiquity of the fossil remains of animals and man found 
embedded in various strata of the earth.

It is sometimes asserted that Hugh Miller, who was an emi­
nent scientist, believed that the “ six days ” mentioned in the 
Bible were only ordinary days. In the earlier portion of his 
career it is true that he did entertain this belief, but in later 
years this practical geologist saw reason to alter his opinion, as 
many eminent Christians have done since his day.

Samuel Laing, in his admirable work “ Modern Science and 
Modern Thought,” gives the following interesting account of the 
collapse of the Biblical view of man’s brief existence on the 
earth. He says, “It happened thus: A retired French phy­
sician, Monsieur Boucher de Perthes, residing at Abbeville, in the 
valley of Somme, had a hobby for antiquarianism as decided as 
that of Monkbarns himself. Abbeville afforded him a capital 
collecting-ground for the indulgence of his tastes, as the sluggish 
Somme flows through a series of peat mosses which arc exten­
sively worked for fuel and afford many remains of the Gallo- 
Roman and pre-Roman or Celtic period. Higher up, on the 
slopes of the low hills which bound the wide valley, are numer­
ous beds of gravel, sand, and brick-earth, which are also exten­
sively worked for road and building materials. In these pits 
remains of the mammoth, rhinoceros and other extinct animals 
are frequently found, and the workmen had noticed occasionally 
certain curiously-shaped flints, to which they gave the name of 
“ langues die chat" or cats’ tongues. Some of these were taken 
to Monsieur Boucher de Perthes as curiosities for his museum, 
and he at once recognized them as showing marks of human 
workmanship. This put him on the trace, and in the year 1841 
he himself discovered, in situ, in a seam of sand containing 
remains of the mammoth, a flint rudely but unmistakably 
fashioned by human hands into a cutting instrument. During 
the next few years a large quantity of gravel was removed to 
form the Champ de Mars at Abbeville, and many of these celts 
or hatchets were found. In 1847 M. Boucher de Perthes pub­
lished his “ Antiquitcs Celtiques et Antediluviennes,” giving an 
account of these discoveries, but no one would listen to him. 
The united authority of scientists and geologists opposed an 
infallible veto on the reception of such ideas, and it must be 
admitted that M. Boucher de Perthes himself did his best to dis­
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credit his own discoveries by associating them with visionary 
speculations about successive deluges and creations or pre-Adamite 
men. At length Dr. Falconer, the well-known Palaeontologist, 
who had brought to light so many wonderful fossil remains from 
the Sewalik hills in India, happened to be passing through 
Abbeville and visited M. Boucher de Perthes’collection. He was 
so much struck by what he saw that on arriving in London he 
spoke to Mr. Prestwick, the first living. authority on the tertiary 
and quaternary strata, and to Mr. Evans, whose authority was 
equally great on everything relating to the stone implements 
found in such numbers in the more recent or Neolithic period. 
He urged them to go to Abbeville and examine for themselves 
whether there was anything in these alleged discoveries. They 
did so, and the result was that on their return to England Mr. 
Prestwick read a paper to the Royal Society on the 19th of May 
1S59, which conclusively and for ever established the fact that 
Hint implements of umnistakable human workmanship had been 
found, associated with the remains of extinct species, in beds of 
the quaternary period deposited at a time when the Somme ran 
at a level more than TOO fe Ct higher than at present and was 
only beginning to excavate its valley.” (“ Modern Science and 
Modern Thought,” page 107 to 109.)

In September, 1S69, Karl Vogt read a paper before the Ger­
man Scientific and Medical Society at Innspruck, in which he 
declared that there was no longer any doubt that man existed in 
Europe—probably the latest peopled part of the world—at a time 
when the great southern animals, the elephant, mammoth, 
rhinoceros, hippopotamus, were found there, which are now 
extinct. He further declared that when no human remains or 
tools had been found, that through the remarkable researches of 
Strcenstrup traces of man had been discovered through dis­
tinguishing the bones which had been gnawed by animals and 
split in a peculiar way for the sake of the marrow. Sir John 
Lubbock, corroborating this view, said that the calculations made 
by M. Morlot and Professor Gillieron as to the age of the lake 
habitation at Font de Miele, near the Lake of Neufchatel, indicate 
that 6,000 or 7,000 years ago Switzerland was already inhabited 
by men who used polished stones implements ; but how long they 
had been there, or how many centuries had elapsed before the 
discovery of mct;d,we have no evidence to show.”
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.Quatrcfages, the eminent French scientist, supports this view 
in a long passage, in which he goes over the whole ground and 
maintains, first, that there is ample evidence to prove that man 
existed in the quaternary epoch, and during the transition age 
to which the gravels of Saint-Prest and the deposits of the Vic­
toria cave belong ; secondly, that there is ground for believing 
that he may have existed in the Niocene and certainly in the 
whole of the Pliocene epoch ; and for this reason : man was a 
mammal, and wherever and under whatever conditions the mam­
mal could live so could man ; and lastly, that he was contempo­
rary with species of mammalia which have not even seen the 
commencement of the present epoch. Here for the present we 
may pause; in our next we will marshal further facts to demon­
strate the great antiquity of man.—Secular Thought.

RELIEF FUND.

for a number of years been- paying §4.00 per year for the 
Magazine, writes as follows :

H. L. GREEN : Dear Sir—Inclosed please find money order 
for my annual $4.00; §2.00 for Volume IX of the Magazine, and 
S2.00 for the Relief Fund.

This short but telling letter suggested an idea. It is this: 
There are many of the friends of the Magazine who desire to do 
something more for it than to pay their annual subscription, but 
who do not feel able to join the “One Hundred Safety Commit­
tee,” and to accommodate that numerous class, we have started a 
“Relief Fund” for small subscriptions for the benefit of the 
Magazine, and we cordially invite all to contribute to that fund 
who feel it to be their duty to do so. This list will appear in 
each issue of the Magazine. Who will be first to add their 
names ?

RELIEF FUND.

R. W. Barcroft, Hornitos, California
J. S. Shepard, Vineland, N. J............

.$2.00

2.00
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LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
WHEN I REMEMBER.

By Nelly Booth SimmoiNS.

fAH. sweet, sad mem’ries of the Long Ago! — 
v How strangely and how swiftly are they stirr’d 
By little things,—by music, soft and low,

By sudden glances, or some whisper’d word.
And. oftentimes, the perfume of a Hower,—

As by the turning of some magic key,—
Will set me thinking of some vanish’d hour,

And bring forgotten pleasures back to me.
And then I put aside the hurtling strife,

The sharp vexations of these after days,
And thoughts and visions of my youthful life

Come floating up the old familiar ways.

i.

Like streams of gold and liquid amber
The morning sunbeams fall and fleet

Until they pierce the vines that clamber
All round the quaint old window-seat ;

And just within, half rous’d from sleeping— 
Once more a child — I raise my head,

And watch the lights and shadows creeping 
About the small, white, curtain’d bed.

I I.

Soft winds caress each low brown rafter,
And toss the maples ’round the eaves,

Till faint, sweet sounds, like elfin laughter,
Just ripple from the dancing leaves.

And thro’ the cluster’d morning-glories
The vagrant breezes blithely stray,

And fill the room with hints and stories
And tidings of the new-born day.
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hi.

They sing to me ofwoodlands feather’d 
With cool, deep clumps of moss and fern,

Of grassy slopes where kids are tether’d, 
And blossom’d paths that twist and turn, -

Of cowslip-balls my eager fingers
Shall fashion by the dimpling stream,—

Of depths in which the daisy lingers, 
And lanes where perfum’d lilies gleam.

I v.

But still I rest among the pillows,
Content to let these wonders keep,

And look across the line of willows
That guard the casement, broad and deep,—

For, just beyond, in pale green vestures,
Two stately poplars bend and shake,

And whisper low, with courtly gestures, 
As if to greet me, when I wake.

v.

And thro’ the wayward, drifting shadows 
Of large, white clouds that softly pass,

I catch a glimpse of dappled meadows 
Where cows are feeding in the grass,—

Of distant glades and valleys bounded
By checker’d bluffs that dip and rise

Until their tops are faintly rounded 
Against the calm, blue, summer skies.

v i. '

Far off, ’mid fields of blooming clover,
I see the cat-birds, here and there,

Go circling in, and out, and over,
Thro’ glad, free depths of balmy air.

And ev’ry merle, and thrush, and linnet
Is warbling in its joyous flight,

And robins fill each golden minute
With madrigals of pure delight.
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v I I.

And now, above the lark’s loud singing,-
But still more thrilling and divine,— 

My mother’s voice comes softly ringing
In broken strains of “Auld Lang Syne.’’ 

Lor. as she moves, in’daintv fashion,
About her simple household ways,

She sings, with sweet, unconscious passion, 
Brief snatches of the old-time lays.

VIII.

1 hear the liquid accents ranging 
Thro’ “ Home, Sweet Home,” and “ Bonnie Doon,”

And now from “Annie Laurie” changing 
To fragments of some jocund tune,—

Till, half in dreams, I scarce can single 
These lyrics from the tranquil sound

Of whisp’ring winds that meet and mingle, 
And leaves that murmur softly round.

IX. ,

But now the song seems louder growing,— 
My mother’s foot is on the stair,

And, in her pale white vesture glowing, 
She stands within the doorway there.

And ’mid her greetings, low and tender,
I feel her lips'upon my face,

And all the June-day light and splendor 
Are melted in that fond embrace.

The picture fades—Oh, sweet and sad and strange 
To sit alone with mem’ries of the past,

And then to wake, and know and feel the change !— 
Lor dreams of by-gone pleasures will not last.

They come, and make my drooping lashes wet, 
And lill my wistful eyes with happy tears,—

Then go and leave behind some vague regret 
That deepens when the vision disappears.

And still I love them. Not for all the gain,
The treasured wealth of which the world has store, 

Would I give up the tender, hallow’d pain
Of dwelling on the times that are no more.
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WITH OK WITHOUT ('II KIS 1'1 ANTTV.

I HAVE been asked the question: “Would the world be better oil with 
or without Christianity.” My answer was “without,” and was made 

advisedly; after bestowing a great deal of thought upon, and many years of 
study of, the subject.

It is but historical truth that Christianity has discouraged learning, antago­
nized science and retarded civilization ; that it has instigated fear, incited perse­
cution and encouraged war; that it has stirred up jealousy, enmity and strife; 
that it has been the prop of thrones, the friend of despotism, the enemy of 
liberty; that it substitutes faith for reason, legend for fact, tradition for history, 
fable for truth ; that it would punish honest thought with never ending torture, 
and reward dishonest belief with eternal bliss ; that it has shown itself to be 
gnorant, credulous, superstitious, bigoted, arrogant, irrational, unjust, tyrannical, 
Pharisaical, cruel and immoral ; that it falsely assumes to possess the only true 
system by which uprightness of character and moral conduct are inculcated and 
attained ; and that it erroneously claims to have established the only institu­
tions of a beneficent character that have existed.

I propose to call as witnesses, in proof of what I say, those whose character, 
ability and truthfulness cannot be gainsaid.

There is no doubt of the fact that from the fourth century—when Christi­
anity first became a power in the world, under the leadership of one of the most 
blood-thirsty monarchs who ever rtded in Rome, the great Christian Emperor 
Constantine—down to the fourteenth century, a period of a thousand years, 
known as the dark and the middle ages ; the light of intelligence became 
almost extinct.

It is but historical truth that this “light of intelligence” was not revived 
except under the auspices of a rival religion.

Let Lecky' be my first witness. He savs : “Not till Mohammedan science 
and classical free thought and industrial independence broke the sceptre of the 
(Christian) Church did the intellectual revival of Europe begin...........................
decadence of theological influence has been one of the most invariable signs 
and measures of our progress. . . . The Church has uniformly betrayed
and trampled on the liberties of the people. She has invariably cast lier lot 
'nto the scale of tyranny.”

Rev. James Freeman Clarke speaks of‘‘that prodigious development of art, 
science and literature which followed the conquests of the Saracens.”

In ‘‘Rees. Cyclopedia” we read: “It was in a great meastiie owing to the 
bght of learning and science which shone in Arabia that the whole earth was 
n°t at this time (about the year 1000) overwhelmed with intellectual darkness.” 

Canon Isaac Taylor said recently that “ Islamism has done more lor civili­
zation than Christianity has done or can do.”

Buckle says : “In the sixth century the Christians succeeded in cutting 
011 the last ray of knowledge and shutting up the schools of Greece. Then 
allowed a long period of theology, ignorance and vice.......................... To assert
that Christianity communicated to man moral truths, previously unknown, 
argues gross ignorance or willful fraud.”
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Prof. Draper says : “ The history of science is the narrative of two con­
tending powers; the expansive force of the human intellect on the one side and 
the compression arising from traditionary faith on the other.........................In
1,200 years when Christianity dominated the civilized world, the Church had 
not made a single discovery that advanced the cause of humanity or amelio­
rated the condition of mankind.’’

Guizot says : “ When any step was taken to establish a system of perman­
ent institutions which might effectually protect liberty from the invasions of 
power in general, the Church always ranged herself on the side of despotism.”

Macaulay says: “The Church of England continued for 150 years to be 
the servile hand maid of monarchy ; the steady enemy of public liberty.”

M. Richard, M. P., said: “Almost always the voice of the Church has 
been for war.”

Rev. John W. Chadwick says : “War has been the favorite trade of Chris­
tians from the time of Jesus until now.”

“ Priests, pale with vigils, in Christ’s name have blessed
The unsheathed sword.(Whittier.) •

“ I come not to bring peace, but a sword,” is the authority.
John Bright has said that “the bishops of the Church of England have sel­

dom aided legislation in the interest of humanity.
William Lloyd Garrison, Jr., says : “Human progress has always been 

advanced by the few laborers outside the Church, than by the many professors 
within it.”

Mrs. Besant says: “Christianity set itself against all popular advance­
ment; all civil and social progress; all improvement in the condition of the 
masses. While it reigned supreme, Europe lay in chains ; and even into the 
new world it carried the fetters of the old.”

Prol. Eelix L. Oswald says : “The history of Christian dogmatism is the 
history of ox er 1,800 years of war against nature and truth.”

Robert C. Adams says : “ Almost every scientific advance or social reform
has been opposed by Christians.”

The author of “ Supernatural Religion ” says : “It is an undoubted fact 
that wherever .... dogmatic theology has been dominant, civilization 
has declined.”

In the sixteenth century the Bishop of London said : “We must in some 
way destroy this infernal art (printing) or it will some day destroy us !’’

John Stewart Mill says? “Who can estimate what the world ioses in the 
bright intellects who cower before popular prejudice.”

Condercet says : “The triumph of Christianity was the first signal of the 
decline of sciences and of philosophy.”

Euerbach says : “The decline of culture was identical with the victory ot 
Christia nity.”

Lange says: “ Education and enlightment, as a rule, go hand in hand with 
the decrease of the clergy.’'

Winwood Reade (nephew of Charles Reade and author of the “Martyrdom 
of Man”) says: “I am firmly persuaded that whatever is injurious to the
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intellect is also injurious to moral life; and on this conviction I base my 
conduct with respect to Christianity; that religion is pernicious to the intellect.
.... The destruction of Christianity is essential to the interests of 

civilization.”
The murder of Hypathia is a specimen estimate of how both woman and 

learning were held in the eyes of Christians in the fifth century.
The leaders of the Reformation likewise displayed great animosity to philos­

ophy and science. And even to-day*  in both Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches science is treated as heretical.

Rev. Dr. Roylance (Protestant Episcopal) is frank enough to admit that 
“the attitude of our Church authorities toward modern science is far from 
friendly.”

Protestants are usually apt to speak as though it is the Romish Church 
alone which has been and is a hindrance to scientific study. Lyell, in his 
“Principle of Geology,” says that “ the theological war upon the true scientific 
method in geology was waged more fiercely in Protestant than in Catholic 
countries.”

Hon. Andrew D. White says : “ The warfare of religion against science is
to be guarded against in Protestant countries not less than in Catholic.” He 
tells us that while it is true that the Copernican theory was not permitted to be 
taught by the authorities at Rome until the early part of this century, and that 
while the Church universities of every*  great Catholic country of Europe con­
cealed the discovery of spots on the sun, and excluded the Newtonian demon­
strations, it is also true that “the two great universities of Protestant England, 
and nearly all her intermediate colleges, under clerical supervision, have ex­
cluded the natural and physical sciences as far as possible.......................... From
probably of the universities and colleges of the United States, the
students are graduated with either no knowledge, or with clerically emasculated 
knowledge, of the most careful modern thought on the most important prob­
lems in the various sciences, in history and in criticism.”

The Church has successfully taught that the earth was flat; that it was the 
center of our solar system ; that it was but a few thousand years old ; that the 
astronomy, geology and biology of to-day were unscriptural and therefore 
untrue. But scientific truth is forcing its penetrating light into the dark and 
cheerless abodes of theology and commanding the respect of, at least, some of 
the clergy.

“In the Popular Science Monthly for October, 1S80. we read: “Arch­
bishop Whately used to say that the attitude of the clergy to new scientific 
doctrines was marked by three definite stages. At first they say it is ‘ridicu­
lous,’ then that it is contradicted by the Bible, lastly ‘we always believed it.’”

The Truth Seeker of Sept. 13, 1S90, says: “The Church has been the 
greatest drag upon the world, keeping it back as long as she was able and then 
when anything has been accomplished in spite of her, she has claimed the 
credit.”

Rev. John W. Chadwick says : “The sun of truth was well up towards its 
uieridian splendor ere theology gathered her courtiers about her, and in her 
uiost impressive manner said : ‘ Now rise.’ ”
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The persecutions and murders for opinion’s sake have no parallel in the 

historv of any other than the Christian religion. ’
Think of just this single fact : that the Calvinistic Church is founded upon 

the tenets of one who instigated the torture and death of the Martyr Servetus 
for tiie crime ( !) of transposing two words, viz., that the victim of this barbar­
ism had spoken of Christ as the “son of the living God," instead of “ the living 
son ot (hod." Truly has Archdeacon Farrar characterized Calvinism as hav­
in'; “ exhibited an intolerance which has doomed its dogmas to the abhorrence 
of mankind.’'

I)id the ¡lames which wrapt the tortured bodies of the victims of Christian 
cruelly .it Rome, at Seville, at Smithfield, at Geneva and at Salem, exemplify 
the religion of kindness, ol compassion and of love ?’’

A lucent writer says : “ History shows that religion has been more relent­
less under the auspices of the Christian theology than under those of all the 
other theologies of the world combined...........................It is the only fiend in the
universe cruel enough to burn a man to death, by slow fire, for merely holding 
an opinion."

It is estimated that nine millions of people suffered martyrdom because of 
the one verse in the Bible. “Thou shalt not permit a witch to live.”

The Christian^ pul to death nearly twenty millions of their fellow-beings in 
the fanatical days of the Crusades, and probably, from that day to this, not less 
than fifty millions more have been sacrificed in answer to the requirementsol 
another Bible text : “Those mine enemies who will not that I shall rule over 
th,cm. bring hither and slay before me.” (Luke xix., 27.)

11ow encouraging to the patriots of our revolution, and to those in other 
lauds who have struggled against oppression, to read that “ the powers that be 
arc ordained oi God: whoever resisteth the power shall receive to themselves 
damnation."

ddie Church was almost a unit in sustaining slavery’. The return of the 
fugitive Oncsimus by Paid to Philomon was regarded as sufficient authority 
among Christians lor the enactment of the “Fugitive Slave Law."

Is it coniliicivc to the spread of truth that in every Sunday school, Bible 
class and church it is taught that to Christianity’ we are indebted for the spread 
ot civilization. learnimj. science and ethics ; when impartial history is most em­
phatic in proclaiming the t dsily of such teachings.

I > tiie incentive to do right more noble when stimulated by hope of reward 
and tear of pu nish men t, as taught by Christianity; or by the principle of doing 
light because it is right to do right?

Mr. Chauncey M. Depew has said: “The religion of mv mother is good 
enough tor me."

T'tiinh ch so brilliant an intellect positively refusing to entertain a thought 
on theology beyond that he learned on his mother's knee. Is such a forced con­
dition 01 mental inertia conducive to intellectual progress? Had Luther said 
that the religion oi his (Roman Catholic) mother was good enough for him. 
where would have been the Reformation ? Had Christ contented himself with 
the religion ot his (Jewish i mother, there would have been no Christianity .’
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How cheering to the home circle, the admonition, “Woe unto you that 
laugh.”

Various texts from the Bible have ever been the justitic.ition of the Chris­
tian Church for the inculcation of its lessons of woman’s inferiority, for 
demanding her uncomplaining subjection to man. “ Ide shall rule over thee,” 
is the lesson to every wife from all Orthodox pulpits.

Think of the severing of family ties in the name of the Christian religion, 
for voluntary incarceration in nunneries and monasteries ; for some idea of the 
immoralities practiced in which, see Robertson’s “ Charles V.”

How encouraging to morality the saying of Luther, that “ men can commit 
adultery and murder a thousand times a day without imperiling their salvation, 
if they only believe enough on Christ.”

Have the morals of the people been improved by Bible reading ?
Rev. T. C. Williams says : “ I need not remind you of the moral enor­

mities which have been defended by the supposed authority of the Bible.”
Rev. John W. Chadwick says : “ What shall I say of the morals of the

Penteteuch ; of its God who bids men steal and kill ; of Deborah's thrilling 
song, exulting over falsehood and treachery ; of the gross lasciviousness of the 
Song of Songs ? ”

Rev. J. S. Richardson (a Church of England Bishop), alluding to the Old 
Testament, says : “It is no longer honest to deny that it was somewhat mis­
taken in its science, inaccurate in its history, and acconu/iodatin^ in its 
morality.’’

Frederick May Holland says : “ Voltaire was much less shocked by the
absurdities in the Bible than by the immoralities.’’

Is it elevating to character to listen to pulpit instructions about the God of 
the Bible, who is there represented as a being capricious and unstable ; as now 
hating and again loving ; as now chastening and again indulging ; as now per­
mitting ill and again punishing it; as foreseeing guilt and acquiescing in it ; as 
issuing edicts and reversing them; as giving favors and revoking them, and as 
being appeased by servility ? (See “ Volney’s Ruins,” p. 84.)

Beecher said : “ The God of the Bible is a moral monstrosity.”

‘ “ The God men make for men —
A God impossible to common sense.”

Is the world made better for belief in the Bible with its incredible stories ; 
its teachings with regard to polygamy, slavery, intemperance and deception ; its 
obscene recitals ; its records of wars on unoffending neighbors ; of the destruc­
tion of the lives of men, married women and children, and of the capture (for 
the soldiery) of the maidens ?

What shall be thought of a religion which invades the sanctity of home, 
and says that it has “ come to set a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother;” that demands that “ the brother shall betray 
the brother to death and the father the son ; ” that makes imperative the hating 
of father, mother, brother and sister ?

How many thousands of emotional beings have become demented in their
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anxiety about their “ soul’s salvation,” by reason of the fearful pictures of 
unending torment which the clergy present in such glowing colors?

Rev. John W. Chadwick says: “ Ignorance and superstition are the prin­
cipal ingredients of revivals of religion. . . . The average revival of
religion must reckon hundreds of thousands of shattered intellects.’’

Day after day we read of the deaths of fanatics who refuse the customary 
methods of healing the sick because of the Christian injunction, “If any is sick 
among you let him call for the elders of the church, and the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick.’'

What virtuous principle is encouraged by the text: “ The Lord has put a 
lying spirit in the mouth of these thy servants ” ?

“ Be not wise above that which is written,’’ is the advice which Christianity 
offered to Copernicus, to Columbus, to Newton, to Fulton, to Morse, and to 
1 )arwin.

Is it promotive of civilization, of humanity, of justice, or of truth, that is 
inculcated when nearly every murderer, under the sanctifying processes admin­
istered by their attending priests and ministers, goes direct from the scaffold to 
“Abraham’s bosom,* ’ while the victim in nearly every instance goes equally 
direct to the embrace of the eternally damned ?

'fhe fanning mill, the census, life insurance, railways, telegraphy, biology, 
geography, agriculture, medicine, surgery, ail have been denounced by the 
Christian Church as “heralds of anti-Christ,” or as “shameful theories.” (See 
1'ruth Seeker, Sept. 13, ’90.)

The Church has claimed superiority for what they call “Christian Ethics.” 
There is abundant testimony in refutation of such claim. I will content myself 
by referring the reader to but one and that to thoroughly Orthodox author­
ity, viz. : to Rev E. H. Burr, I). 1>., in his “ Universal Beliefs,” pp. 243 and 249.

'fhe Christian Church claims that it alone has made provision for those 
whose physical and mental infirmities have rendered them a care on the more 
favored.

Is this true ?
R. Bosworth Smith, m. a., of Trinity College, Oxford, says : “Hospitals 

are the direct outcome of Buddhism and lunatic asylums are the result ot 
Mohammedan influence.”

Emily Adams, in the New Ideal, informs us that dispensaries were in exist­
ence in the eleventh century, b. c., in Egypt; that hospitals existed in the 
fourth century, b. c., in India, and in the fifth century, B. C., in Athens. That 
the Egyptians and Greeks—prior to the Christian era—provided for the insane. 
That the Mohammedans built insane asylums in the seventh century; while 
the first Christian asylum for the insane was built in 1409.

Lecky says : “The Mohammedans preceded the Christians in the estab­
lishment of lunatic asylums.”

Judge Richard B. Westbrook, of Philadelphia, says : “Four hundred 
years, B. c.. an emperor of India established hospitals throughout his empire. 
Ancient Greece had many charitable institutions. Even hospitals for the lower 
animals existed among the pagans.”
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Hon. Andrew D. White says : “In the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries 
the Arabs and Turks made a large and merciful provision for lunatics. . . .
The Moslem treatment of the insane has been infinitely more merciful than 
the system universal throughout Christendom.”

In view of the facts here presented, and of many more of a similar 
character which could be added, if space permitted, am I not justified in 
assuming that the world would have been better off without—than with — 
Christianity ?

I have not a word to utter against the many truly estimable individuals, 
who are component parts of the Christian Church ; but, as a system, I regard it 
as most pernicious.

When I speak of Christianity, it is not with any disrespect for the character 
of Christ; for I yield to no one in admiration of the lofty purposes which were 
the guiding principle of his pure and gentle and altruistic life.

The Christianity of the Church is just what its priests and ministers have 
macle it.

The religion of Augustine, of Thomas Aquinas, of Calvin, of Jonathan 
Edwards, of Spurgeon, and of T. Dewitt Talmage, is by no means the religion 
of Christ.

The former has no more resemblance to the latter than ostentation, arro­
gance, bigotry, hypocrisy, fear and hate have to simplicity, meekness, 
charitableness, ingenuousness, confidence and love.

Greg, in his “Creed of Christendom,” says : “ Popular Christianity is not
the religion of Jesus.”

In the Arena for July last, is an article by Rev. Carlos Martyn, n. d., called 
C/zzzzz/z-ianity vs. Christ-\M\ty, in which he says of the former: “ It is like 
counterfeit coin ; current, but false. ... It puts the emphasis on belief, 
when it should put it on conduct. ... It builds cathedrals, not men. 

• . . Religion is transformed from a principle into an institution. . .
We look for Christ and find a church. . . . Pharisceism is resurrected and
baptized with a Christian name. . . . Christianity has been the resolute
opposer of every single forward step.”

The religion of Christ is that simple, “ pure religion and undefiled ” 
(described in the Epistle of James); the only two characteristics or require­
ments of which are the doing of beneficent deeds and the living of an “unspot­
ted ” life.

Agnosticus.

Mrs. M. A. Freeman, the editor of the Chicaga Liberal, one oi the ablest and 
most enthusiastic Liberal workers in the west, will be duly noticed in the next 
number of this Magazine. Not only her “ Gattie for Bread” will be the leading 
article, but we shall publish a fine portrait of her as a frontispiece and a good 
biographical sketch. We shall print many extra numbers for the benefit of her 
numerous friends. Ten copies for one dollar. Send in your orders.—El>.
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THE CHURCH AND SLAVERY.

Editor Freethinkers' Magazine: ’

Your kind letter, with a copy of your truly excellent Magazine, is received. 
Many thanks.' I am glad Mrs. Colman intends tocontinue her Reminiscences. 
I have read her former letters with much pleasure. They vividly recall to 
mind my own experiences of those dark and stormy days. I, too, am one of the 
old abolitionists, and well remember the time she so well and truthfully 
describes. It is difficult to convince young Christians of to-day that their 
fathers were the determined enemies of the antislavery movement fifty years 
ago, many ot them, in imitation of such honored leaders as the Rev. George 
Junkin, D. 1)., defending the cursed institution of slavery from the Bible. The 
large popular churches, all practically as well as theoretically, indorsing the 
institutions as divine. Now the churches would gladly blot out the damning 
record, but it has gone into history, and is irrevocable because it is true. 
The United Presbyterian Church claims a clean antislavery record, but I well 
remember, just fifty years ago. when an antislavery lecture was announced to 
be given in a “ Seceder ” church building (the “Seceder” was the one leading 
of the several churches, out of which the United Presbyterian church was 
formed), that some of the leading members of said church obtained the keys, 
and locked the doors and nailed down the windows, and when the lecturer and 
audience arrived, one of the men, who had closed the house, stood upon the 
steps of the church, and, in the midst of a snow-storm harangued the people, 
telling them they could not enter that holy building—that an antislavery lecture 
in it would “rend the holy sanctuary from top to bottom.” Then the people 
cjuietly adjourned to an old tumbled-down hewed log Presbyterian church, 
commonly called the “ Lord’s Barn,” and heard an excellent lecture. This 
was the era of pro-slavery mobs. Abolitionists then were more intensely 
hated by a majority of the church people than the Mormons are to-day. The 
most brutal outrages were in order, and when Rev. E. P. Lovejoy was shot 
down and murdered by the pro-slavery mob, the Christian Herald of Pittsburg, 
one of the leading organs of the Presbyterian church, censured him and 
apologized for his murderers. In this era the Underground Railroad did a 
lively business. The Presbyterian Synod of Kentucky, many of its members 
being slaveholders, was pleased to say, speaking of the slave, “they suffer all 
that can be inflicted by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, by 
malignant spite, and by insane anger,” and of course they ran away. They 
generally had an idea of north and that freedom lay in that direction. Thou­
sands of them settled in our northern cities, and twenty-five or thirty thousand 
fled to Canada. Many were followed by their masters or their agents, and 
retaken, when they were generally sold to the more southern slave-states. To 
assist them to escape was a hazardous business, as the person so doing was 
liable to a fine of S500 and six months’ imprisonment, and, therefore, only the 
most determined abolitionists would do it. These, however, were found in 
nearly every community, and when fugitive slaves found themselves in the care 
of one of these men or women they felt quite safe, and were sure to be conveyed
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to the next station, and so on to their destination, which was generally Canada. 
And this was called the “Underground Railroad.” My father’s house was a 
Union Depot on this road for many years, and I was a conductor. We 
generally traveled on horseback, and in the dark and silent hours that lie on 
either side of midnight. The “round trip ” was, generally, about twenty-five 
miles. I have thus traveled hundreds of miles on that road, and though we 
had to hide our passengers away through the day and were sometimes way­
laid and pursued by the slaveholders’ emissaries, with a view of bringing us 
to grief, they never succeeded in either wrecking our train or causing us to 
lose a passenger. I remember one of those pursuers became an active 
abolitionist in war times, and the son of another, when in the lecture hall the 
speaker stated that his father kept a station on the U. G. R. R., was the first 
and loudest in cheering the remark, and I thought “the world moves.” Our 
godly Presbyterian minister at New Bedford, Pa., preached us into a very hot 
hell for doing this “ wickedness,” as he called it, and taught that it was vastly 
more wicked, “ in the sight of God,” than to steal horses ! To illustrate the 
motives that sometimes actuate the human animal, I will state that once a 
young man, who I knew had no heart in the antislavery movement, brought 
someslaves to my father's house. On being asked why he was engaged in that 
business he said, the only reason why he engaged in it was, “it looked so much 
like devilment! ”

W. W. Walker.

LUCY N. COLMAN’S REMINISCENCES—NEW SERIES.

No. III.—Crimes Against Witnesses.

.NE of the best things, among the multiplicity of good things which Col.
Ingersoll has published, is his “Crimes Against Criminals,” and I hope 

sometime he may be moved to write an essay upon “Crimes Against Wit­
nesses.” Meanwhile, Mr. Editor, with your permission, I will give your readers 
a brief description of the treatment a person is likely to receive if unfortu­
nately he or she may be subpoenaed as a witness, and obliged, as such, to 
appear in a Court of Law, either for or against a criminal, or in a civil suit 
where there are important questions at issue, to be adjusted by’ the court, 
according to the rules of law rather than by the parties themselves, in accord­
ance with reason and common sense.

It has been my misfortune to be obliged to appear as a witness in several 
cases in different courts, from the United States Supreme Court down to a 
common Justice Court, including the Supreme Court of the State of New York. 
I was also once required to attend as a witness before a Military Court in the 
District of Columbia, during the late war, and I have no hesitancy in saying 
that, next to the prisoner’s box, the witness box is the least desirable, if not 
the most uncomfortable, place in the entire court room.
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Let me give you a specimen of the questions which are put to a witness, 
and which he is required to answer, after first being requested to swear (in some 
states you may affirm) that he will speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, subject to everlasting punishment (if sworn), or to the pains and 
perils of perjury if he has affirmed. The lawyer will tell you that on no account 
are you to tell anything you have heard from another, all that you testify to 
must be from your own personal knowledge. You must have seen or heard 
with your own senses all that you affirm, and then the first question asked is: 
“ What is your name ? ” And the second like unto it, “ How old are you?” 
neither of which you can answer of your own knowledge. Then the third 
question may be, “Do you believe in God?” And woe to your credibility il 
you answer thus: “ What God?” And if you answer this question by 
making this most pertinent inquiry, really the only consistent reply that can be 
given, you will pretty likely hear the lawyer for the opposite party declare in a 
very loud whisper, “D// inJi de I.” This was my experience at one time. On 
another similar occasion a certain lawyer asked me with a great display of 
egotism, evidently thinking the question a crusher: “Are you an Agnostic?” 
1 mildly replied : “Well, sir, if you will tell me what you mean by the term 
Agnostic, I can then answer your question more intelligently!” Then along 
consultation took place between the questioner and his associate lawyer, and 
neither of them, seemingly being able to define the word, the questioner 
attempted to escape from the dilemma by insisting that the witness had no right 
to ask him such a question, that she was there solely to answer his questions. 
Then he again asked with increased emphasis and and with assumed author­
ity. “ Are you an Agnostic ?” The witness declined to answer unless 
instructed by the court as to the meaning of the word. At last the court gener­
ously (?) decided that the witness be permitted to define the word as she under­
stands it, and then affirm or deny that she is one. The witness having given 
her definition of the word as one who does not assume to know what is beyond 
the limit of the senses, freely acknowledged that she was one. Then, after 
this “ preliminary struggle,” began the questioning bearing on the case before 
the court.

Take a voting woman, or even a young man, who is a stranger to all the 
rules and practices of the courts, who is naturally timid and decently modest, 
and the whole bent and determination of the opposite counsel being to intimi­
date the witness, confuse him by misrepresenting on the cross-examination 
that he has said thus and so, something as remote as possible from what be 
really did say on his direct examination, and what probability, or even possi­
bility, is there of arriving at the truth, and yet the witness may be the imper­
sonation of truth ?

Now take a case of trouble lietween the sexes—bastardy or divorce, or any 
other case where the witness feels that to tell all she knows would be a burn­
ing shame and disgrace to her for life, and who cannot see that to represent 
such a person as an •• unwilling witness,” then to abuse her by asking indecent 
questions that you. Mr. Editor, would refuse to print, is a great crime against a 
witness.
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As to myself. I have been too long before the public to be frightened by the 
impudent questions of a vulgar lawyer, though he may have been by some 
political “ hocus pocus ” elected County Attorney; but what would be the 
feeling of a young woman in a court-room crowded with such men and boys as 
usually hang about a court house, not one woman in the room, if she was 
asked, as I was once at a Circuit Court in Cortland Village, N. Y., if 1 was in 
the habit of sleeping with gentlemen who sometimes visited me. 1 asked for 
the protection of the court against such insult, but the court replied that I 
was proving myself able to protect myself.*  I replied to the question as it 
deserved.

* We judge in this instance that the Judge’s opinion was correct, and though present,
we have no doubt the insulting lawyer just then most needed protection. We have loni; known 
Mrs. Colman.—Ei>.

Witnesses are not always willing to attend court. I had in this case kept 
out of the reach of a subpoena for many months, and only allowed it possible 
for them to compel my attendance when 1 learned that innocent women were 
under arrest for speaking the truth as witnesses.

Is it not a crime to compel a person to tell what he or she knows, and then 
for the court to allow the lawyer who is dissatisfied with the evidence to abuse 
the witness for telling the truth ? I have a friend who once, when in the witness 
chair, was so insulted and maligned by a lawyer, that, aroused to indignation, 
he caught up an inkstand and threw it with great force at the lawyer’s head. 
Fortunately, the lawyer was not maimed, only bruised a little and bespattered 
both in person and linen with the contents of the inkstand. Of course my 
friend was arrested, but the insult was so great that he was only imprisoned for 
two hours. The lawyer was more careful of his words thereafter.

I have never attended a court where any of the officers were women. But 
we now have a few women lawyers and 1 hope none of them will imitate their 
brothers in the profession by scurrility and abuse. I do not believe we get at 
the truth by making it almost an impossibility for the witness to tell the truth, 
or treating the witness as though he or she were a criminal. I think so long 
as the courts are conducted as at present, and my own sex are found in the 
criminal list and in the witness box, that it is the duty of respectable women to 
attend the sessions of our courts and thus give countenance and support to 
those women whose attendance the law compels.

While living in Rochester, N. Y., a number of years ago, a young woman 
was shut up in jail two or three months—being held as a witness, as she 
unfortunately was present at the scene of a shameful outrage committed upon 
another young woman by the sons of some gentlemen, who finally succeeded in 
settling the matter with money. The imprisoned young woman pined away, her 
hair fell off and she was indeed sick. She could not rid herself of the feeling 
that it was a disgrace to be shut up in jail, and it surely was a disgrace, not to 
the young woman, but to the makers of the law that compelled the imprison­
ment.

Lucy N. Colman.
Syracuse, N. Y.
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A COOl) LETTER EROM CHINA—A CONVERT FROM

CATHOLICISM.

V ictoria Buildings, Hong Kong, Nov. iS, 1890.

Mr. H. L. Green :

Dear Sir -The perusal of the Freethinkers’ Magazine and some books 
of Freethought literature, lent by Dr. L. P. Marques, produced on me such a 
vivid sensation that encouraged me to throw off the yoke of Catholicism, 
which faithfully and doggedly I embraced for nineteen years.

Being a rigid Roman Catholic I used to admire the sublimities of the Bible 
the standard of science, the word of God —which I read with great humility 

and respect, in spite of its barbarities, and always thought that only the 
iniquitous could ever attempt to criticise this infallible work. With this 
impression I had not the least scruple of reading some heretical writings, when 
presented to me by the good and eminent Dr. Marques, with the view ot 
refuting them.

While my faith stood on firm rock, or, in other words, while I was still cast 
in the abyss of darkness, I felt proud of my fortitude and laughed at the per­
versity of the Infidels. But the “ Myth of the Great Deluge,” and other 
interesting articles of your worthy paper, and especially Greg’s “ Creed ot 
Christendom.” startled me a little. The shock of doubt was, however, only 
momentary, as I recognized my weakness lobe a fiendish work. But the shock 
left in my mind an indelible vestige—a vestige which later on induced me to 
examine the Holy Scriptures as a student would examine History, notwithstand­
ing my frequent prayers to the crucified Son of the God of Israel and to the 
blessed Virgin Mary. The result of my examination you will foreknow, for it is 
almost a sure thing that faith, once shaken, however slightly, will, with con­
tinuous study, especially of the Bible itself—which might be said to be the 
foundation-stone of heresy—fade away.

I am young still- twenty years old—surrounded by Christians (the number 
of Liberals here does not exceed twelve) who, being more illustrated than their 
ancestors, have not snapped the ties of friendship which unite us. I believe 
we are approaching the time in which men will grasp each other’s hands, not­
withstanding the divergence of opinion, and I hope that, with strained 
nerves, I may in the near future propagate the faith professed by the leaders of 
thought the only reason of my not doing so at present is the fear of affecting 
the health of my dear grandmother, who lives at Macao.

Though unable, or rather unwilling, to publicly declare that I love Free- 
thought. I bring forth almost always, in my private friendly conversations, 
theological topics which no one present was ever able to combat or to come out 
victoriously, and these conversations, together with my absolute absence from 
the church, help the spread of my religious views.

Please receive through the London postoffice a small money order for six 
shillings In exchange I shall be exceedingly obliged by your posting me the
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following: Portrait of Bruno, Bruno Monument, ‘‘What Constitutes a Free­
thinker,” “The Myth of the Great Deluge,” etc. As a constant reader of your 
invaluable paper, for the subscription of which a further remittance will be 
made early next year, I entreat you to let me have one number of the 
Twentieth Century, and the by-laws of any secular society.

Hoping you will excuse the trouble I am giving you, and wishing you and 
your paper every prosperity, I remain. Dear Sir,

Obediently yours,

F. M. P. Hyndman, A. A. Oxon.

A GOOD LETTER EROM z\ BRAVE, NOBLE WOMAN.

Editor Freethinkers' Magazine :

I received the Magazine from March until, the present month a short time 
since, and as I have an opportunity to send this to the office, I hastily pen a 
few lines to express to you my sincere gratitude. I never in my life received a 
present that did me so much good. By my extreme poverty and destitution 1 
am often forced to go hungry and cold to bed, but I read from the Freethink­
ers’ Magazine, by firelight, something upon which to ponder after I retire, 
that will divert my thoughts from my troubles. I try to look at the bright side 
of life’s picture and hope for better times. I think, perhaps, I may have a 
chance, between this and spring, to sell my land for something near its value. 
If I do, I shall remember you and the good work in wlrch you are engaged, 
and will aid you with some of the substantial. I think I am the only Liberal 
in this part of the country, but I have just bundled up six of the Magazines to 
send to an old gentleman at Howard (Mr. M. W. Alexander) who is not so 
orthodox but what he will read most anything, and when he is through with 
them I shall lend them to someone else. I think too much of them to give 
them away. I will, when I get able, have them bound. Any pamphlets or 
anything of the kind you may see fit to send me, will be gratefully received, and 
when I have read them I will let some one else have them. I hope to be able 
before long, to secure all of K. G. Ingersoll’s works as well as those of Helen 
Gardener, Mrs. Gage and Dr. Buchanan, and many others.

I will be glad to see the name of the Magazine changed to •• Freethought.” 
Wishing you all the happiness and prosperity that this life can afford, I sub­
scribe myself faithfully yours in the cause of freedom and truth.

Mary 0. Bish or.

IldWAiut, Fkumont County, Coi.okaix
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INGERSOLL ON CHRISTMAS.

Krom the St. Louis Globe-Democrat,.

T BELIEVE in holidays—that is to say, in holy days, and by holy days 1 
mean happy days —days when the tired may rest, when the workingman 

may have the company of his family; days in which to cultivate friendship and 
the amenities of civilized life.

I believe in what is called Christmas, not because of its supposed religious 
origin, but because I think it well to have a time when families can come together 
and the ordinary business of life may be suspended, and when we can think 
about something besides trade and barter.

As a matter of fact, the holiday known as Christmas is far older than Chris­
tianity, and far older, I presume, than any existing religion. It was, in all 
probability, born of sun worship, the most natural of all religions. Just belore 
Christmas is the shortest day of the year, and the day when our savage ances­
tors thought that the sun had been overpowered or conquered by the host of 
darknesss. Then, in spite of the power of the shadow, the days begin to 
lengthen and the sun is victorious over the Herod of the night, and this festival 
is as old at least as history, and probably thousands of years older.

When we think that our ancestors lived in caves and dens—or at least 
many of them when we imagine the winters through which they passed the 
cloud and darkness and hunger, we can easily see how they rejoiced when the 
days began to lengthen, and with what feeling of gladness they greeted the 
rising sun. How their eyes gleamed; how their hearts throbbed! Christmas 
was then associated with the return of life. It was the promise of another 
spring, of plenty of sunshine and joy. This day has been associated for count­
less generations with the best sentiments, with the best feeling of the human 
heart, and no matter whether it has been appropriated by some peculiar form 
of superstition or not, there is the same reason in nature for its celebration 
that there was before man ever heard what is known as the scheme ot 
salvation.

I believe in every day that brings families together ; in every day and every 
institution that adds to the better feelings, to the higher nature and to the 
charitable instincts of the race.

I believe, also, that the world can now keep another Christmas, or a Christ­
mas with a still higher significance. The old Christmas was kept because die 
reign of darkness was about to cease; because the light had again conquered. 
Let us hope that in the history of the human mind the light is at last the victor, 
tiiat the darkness of ignorance is passing away, and that the real friends of 
humanity, the real friends of freedom of thought, may now, at the close of d’e 
nineteenth century, celebrate the victory of Intellectual Light.

Robert G. Ingersoll.

Digitized by VjOOQle



LI TER AR )' DEPAR TAIEE T. i i i

E X T R A C T S F R O M L E T I E R S.

Hudson Tuttle, Berlin Heights, Ohio:
Every Freethinker ought to be proud of the Freethinkers’ Magazine. I do 

not see why you should change its expressive name. Never before has Free!bought 
been represented by such a model in thought, style and typography.

Mrs. Jacob Sendai, Mountain, North Dakota:
Find twenty cents for the January number to till the place of one that got spoiled, 

as [ would not lose a number of this Magazine for anything. I have taken the Maga 
zine three years and like it better than anv other publication I ever took.

Granville Fernaid, Washington, I). C. :
I am veiy glad to see the Free i n inkers' Magazine, having been for many year., 

a thinker on many of the subjects treated therein, and an admirer ol the great leaders 
of Free Thought in our own and other countries. I am for the utmost freedom of 
thought, word and action of human beings, consistent with truth and virtue, and 
hold in utter hatred the spirit of bigotry and intolerance of libcial opinion which 
characterize the old creed-mongers of the past.

A. J. Moser, Latham, Mo.:
I have been out of the dark cave of superstition long enough to be able to bear all 

the light your most valuable Magazine sheds on the great questions of life. lhil I have 
numerous acquaintances who shut their eyes in holy horror whenever they catch a 
glimpse of the star of Free Thought. but the star is iising all the same. On account 
of light crops and hard times in general, I am going to strike a number of papers 
from my list in ’91, but the Free III inkers’ Magazine would remain there if all 
else had to go.

Mrs. A. L. Corwin, East Randolph, N. Y.:
Inclosed find P. O. order for seven dollars, two dollars foi my subscription foi '91 

ami five dollars for payment of the one hundred safely fund for ’90. It is with gic.it 
pleasure I receive and read the Magazine. I am entirely alone in the world and the 
Magazine is a great comfort to me. The leading of it biings me real happiness. I 
hope to be able to take it so long as I live. ¡Mrs. Corwin is a wry gcncious 
supporter of the Magazine and we are pleased to learn it gives her so much satis­
faction.— Ed.

Ik H. Foster, Babylon, N. Y. :
\ ours of the 17th inst. received 1 do not want advertising w hen I get no notice 

from it—never one letter so far. Have made up my mind not to patronize any 
1'dulel papers longer that keep in the old rut of long winded articles of no interest 
10 me. Unless you and other editors of kindred journals can look into the great 
Necessity of organization for mutual benefit, even so far as secret societies arc con­
fined, I shall patronize no more of them. This is dictatorial. N. B.—I wish yon to 
Publish this entire. [So it seems one of our subscribers is dissatisfied with our course.

care doing the best we can, but cannot expect to please all. We are sorry it is so.— Ed.
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--------------------- of------------------- :
T have been getting your Magazine for a while. Thought I would write and tell 

you you need not send any more, for we do not read them and will not pay for them. 
Please send them some other way, as we do not believe in Freethinkers. [ Possibly if 
this Christian lady would read them she might, when a little more enlightened, 
“ believe in freethinkers ” As to paving for the Magazine wc will here inform her 
that some good friend of hers paid for the Magazine, for one year, to be sent to her as 
a missionary document, and the lime is not yet out. But the “ good seed,” in this 
instance, seems to have been sown, in Bible parlance, on very “ stony ground,” where 
there is no intellectual nourishment.—Ed.

John l’cck, Naples, N. Y.:
The Freethinkers’ Magazine is a gem of neatness in point of mechanical exe­

cution and is entirely free of any offensive matter. Its aitides are not only well writ­
ten, but well calculated to lift the masses out of the old ruts and inspire them with 
new thoughts. I am delighted with the high tone of the Magazine and the manner in 
which it is conducted. It is destined to do a grand work in spreading consternation 
in the ranks of orthodoxy, and it is doing it with clean hands. Every soldier among 
the contributors is a true knight. [We must admit it gratifies us much when the 
Magazine is so highly indorsed by so able a writer and so good a man as John Peck, 
the well-known and powerful expounder of Freethought.—El).

L. R. Titus, San Jose, Cal.:
We have not forgotton you. How could we, and be a patron of your splendid 

Magazine? To turn and read its sparkling leaves, is to appreciate it, to admire it, 
and to learn. The misguided believers in ghosts will never know how much they have 
missed until they unfold and scan the instructive pages of the Freethinkers’ Mag­
azine. But we think wc hear you say: “ Hold on there, the slaves of superstition 
do not keep their priests so fat and sleek on compliments.” 'Prue, friend Green, nor 
can Liberals expect their fearless leaders in the cause of mental liberty to grow stout 
on wind. Therefore wc inclose two dollars for another year’s subscriplion, with 
the best wishes for you and all of yours. [Brother Titus seems to understand the 
situation. — Ed. .

Sarnes Parsons, San Jose, California:
Yon w ill see that for this year I have extended the list of my special favors. '1 lie 

donations or “ mites ” are small, of course, but they foot up all that I can spare. I 
rather sprinkle around what 1 give than to give it all to one person. The woik goes 
on slowly, but wc niccvoluting a little. The light is breaking The nightmare of 
superstition is parsing gradually away. People are coming to their senses a little. 
Go ahead, Brother Green ’ Give old priestcraft Hail Columbia! I am with you, and 
will help what I can. [ Phis old veteran of Freethought again sends out his liberal 
donations. The list this time is increased to twenty-six. We heartily thank our noble 
friend for our portion, and also for his contributions to others. It would be well for 
the cause of Frccthoiight if there were more Sarnes Parsons.—Ed.

X. Bury ColTman, Chehalis. Washington :
I am higliix- pleased with the Magazine. A better magazine of whole-soul thought 

I have not found (and I read much). Hope that many others will appreciate the 
cffoits you are making in giving your many readers the care and labor of publishing a
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good magazine filled with entertaining and useful matter for the elevation of its 
readers. I am a subscriber to The kreethinker, Truth Seeker, 1 ¡ulipcndent Pulpit, 
Twentieth Century and Arena, etc., and I look upon yours as equally as entertaining 
as any one of them. Hope that many others will realize substantially their appre­
ciation of the same. You are engaged in a noble, grand and glorious cause—the 
emancipation of mankind from the debasing belief of superstition and idolatry to the 
grand and glorious doctrine of individuality, love, equality, fraternity, etc.

Emma R. Tuttle, Berlin Heights, Ohio :
I was glad to see Mr. Harmon’s face in the January Magazine. We met him at 

Lawrence, Kan., a few years ago. He is an honest, well-meaning man, and although I 
never had a taste for skunk hunting, T respect the man or woman who have the nerve 
to engage in it ! I think he and Helen II. Gardener “lake the bakery.” That is 
nib tosa. I don’t say it to sneer. There is, as I clearly see, great need of skunk 
bunting. I spent last evening reading your Magazine. It is a good meal for me, 
intellectually, always. I turned first to the poetry. I saw the title “ Betrayed,” and 
thought, “ Oh dear 1 harping on the old siring,” but I read it, and before I was 
through was convinced that it was a strong piece of writing, highly dramatic, and that 
I should like to impersonate it and make the composite hair of an audience stand on 
end by its thrilling utterances and positions.

John Leitch, Mazo Manic, Wis. :
I think that the make-up of the Magazine is very excellent. The leading articles 

showing up the absurdities of the Bible and its gods and orthodox religion is highly 
interesting, especially to persons who are not perfectly clear on such subjects. I hope 
that the JOO security list will be filled up before the next number will be issued. 
Every Liberal that can possibly afford it, should think it an especial privilege to have a 
chance to help fill up the list of names. If the Magazine could be enlarged, so that we 
could have a regular department for letters from friends and items of Freethought 
news, and also news of the progress of Freethought in other countries it would add much 
to the interest of the Magazine, especially for those that are perfectly clear on religion 
and the Bible. [As to the enlargement of the Magazine, the reader’s attention is called 
to what we say in this number on another page.—Ed.

Annie M. Coyle, Cresson, Pa.:
I am the only Liberal in this neighborhood. I know of no one else who would 

care for Freethought literature. This is a Catholic community. All of mv own peo­
ple are strict Romanists. I myself was brought up in that faith and educated in a con­
vent school. My apostacy is, of course, a source of much sorrow and annoyance to my 
people, and by many in the community. I am shunned because of my views. I am 
often intellectually lonely, and reading is my one great pleasure. I never read a Lib­
eral publication (except Paine’s Age of Reason) until less than two years ago, and had 
no idea that there were so many Liberals and so many Liberal journals in this coun­
try. I came to my present conclusions almost wholly by observation and reflection, 
King greatly assisted by a slight knowledge of astronomy acquired at the convent. 
[We hope some of our Freethought lady readers will open a correspondence with Miss 
Coyle and prove to her she will find many good friends in the Liberal ranks. She is 
evidently a woman of much thought and independence of mind to have been able to 
extricate herself all alone from the thraldom of superstition. We welcome her as a 
nibscriber and, we hope, a contributor to this Magazine.—El).
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EMMA ROOD TUTTI.E.

Illi ancestors of Emma Rood Tuttle, whose portrait appears
as the frontispiece of this number, were of French and Welch 

stock, and among the earliest pioneers of Connecticut, settling in 
the town of Canaan, where the many descendants still remain. 
Iler father, John Rood, was a close and fearless thinker, and her 
mother of refined and sensitive temperament. She was born in 
Bruceville, Ohio, and studied at the Western Reserve Seminary 
at Farmington, Ohio, and afterwards at the College at Hiram, of 
which Garfield was then president. Even from her early school­
daws her thoughts fashioned themselves in verse, and she could 
present them in more condensed and acceptable form in that way 
than in prose. Iler contributions to the papers always found 
ready acceptance and many admirers.

It was sometime after her marriage witlvHudson Tuttle that 
she began the exercise of her dramatic powers, which is second 
only’ to that ol her gift of song. A part of her repertoire washer 
own lyrical compositions. Her earliest publication was “Blos­
soms of our Spring,” followed by’ “Gazelle,” a tale of the great 
rebellion, “ Stories for our Children,” and a joint work with 
others, “ The Lyceum Guide.”

With a strong sense of justice, which is at the very’ root ol 
conscientiousness, Mrs. Tuttle has a charity wide and deep for the 
week and erring. Iler most passionate utterances arc againd 
wrong and cruelty’, not only’ in high places but against the depend­
ent, unprotected animals. She says: “I do not wish to take 
the hand of ¿my num or woman who will not be tender to children 
or animals, .and 1 should want a moderate purgatory' made for such 
sinners, where they may be subject to exactly such treatment a> 
they have dealt.” Iler creed is to do well the little things ot 
every-day' life, to shrink from no duty' or burden. As the grand­
est work of .art is composed of insignificent parts of thcmsch’o 
scarcely’ discernable, yet on the perfection of which the value of
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the whole depends, so a noble charactor is the result of doing 
little acts with honesty, fidelity and magnanimous self-forget­
fulness.

This purpose is emphasized in the dedication of her last 
volume, “ From Soul to Soul,” “ To the faithful doers of little 
things which form so large a part of happy and perfect lives.” 
This book of itself is a biography to those who arc able to 
read between the lines, and its poems might be arranged so as to 
give a heart history of the author. They were written under the 
pressure of passing events, and pulsate with that vital power 
which appeals to the sympathy of her readers, when she says:

When earth is desolate I would not call you
Down to these lowlands from mansions of re.st ;

Never a storm for my sake shall befall you.
Never a sorrow sweep over your breast.

I will not beckon when hot tears are showering.
I will not call when the dark storms are lowering, 
Time was when you had your measure of weeping, 
Dear soul, whose body lies silent and sleeping.

Sail down the airy sea whitcly and silently ;
Sail down the airy sea, beautiful Claribcl !
Dearer than words can tell

Thou art to me.

T'cll me if love is a passionless splendor
Up on the amethyst mountains of lime ;

Or, is the old love eternal and lender,
Life folding life in a sweetness sublime?

You Boat at will over measureless spaces,
I cannot climb up to Clod-lighted places ;
Comedown to me from your lily-starred meadows,
I will come up by and by from the shadows.

Sail down the airy sea whitely and silently ;
Sail down the airy sea, beautiful Claribcl 1
Dearer than words can tell

Thou art to me.

We know she has had the sweet experience of a true mother 
with all its tortures when she sings :

DON’T FORGET 'THE OLD HOME.

How soon the little ones grow up 
And leave our loving care !

We nuttured them in weariness, 
But it was sweet to bear.

Nowr I can fold mv hands and drcam ; 
No children waken me,

Eor mine arc grown and all at work 
Shaping their destiny.
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What would I give, some lonesome hour, 
To care for them once more;

To soothe their troubles as I did
In the departed yore.

O, just to wash a smutted face,
Or brush a frowsy head,

Would yield more happiness to me 
Than rhyme has ever said 1

The little hands which used to steal
So gently into mine

Are doing battle with the world 
Where (heed and Vice combine;

I know they droop and ache sometimes 
When I would be so glad

To aid and strengthen as I used
My lassies and my lad.

They used to kiss me every night,
And every morning too,

And, oh, such sweetness as it put 
In all I had to do !

Now days and weeks drag slowly by 
And no child’s kiss have I ;

Sometimes I long for them so much 
It seems that I must die.

I know it is the mother-heart 
Moaning to keep her own,

Fearing her younglings are not strong 
Enough to run alone;

But willing for their greatest good 
To bear her biting fears,

Sending her voice far out to them, 
“ Be strong and true, my dears !

I think they long for me as much 
As I for them, although

The utterest unselfishness
Would wish it were not so,

But that their lives are so complete, 
They miss not even me

Their mother, who, at least may pray, 
“ Children, remember.me !”

Oh, children, don’t forget the home ’
Its memories are sweet.

And it is lonesome now without
The chiming of your feet;

Send love thoughts back—I know you <1"'
And letters warm and true ;

They are exquisite comforters
'To help “ the old folks ” through.

But the poems of affection are a small part of her writings. 
The majority appeal to the thoughtful, with some central idea. 
This is never ostentatiously presented, but forms the background, 
and motive as it were, and is unconsciously accepted by the 
reader.

Our readers are already acquainted with the strength of her 
interesting and telling juvenile satire on orthodox “Omni­
presence’’ that appeared in Volume VIII. of this Magazine.

In an hour of retrospective sadness she gives us:

IN FELICIA.

I know it is wabte and folly’ to mourn for the changeless past; 
I know it is wise and healthy to look to the future vast ;
To bravely’ work in the present, to do the grandest can be 
For the every needy living. But futile is theory.

It can not hold, nor turn me from the foolish unto the wise, 
T creep back into the shadows in the land of agonies ;
I die w ith the ones who perish, am racked by all torture dire 
Which a human frame has suffered, even to death by fire.
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I would I could turn me sunward, away from the blood-stained night, 
Forget what the records tell me, and strengthen the growing Right !
Be blind to my own sore blunders, and the pain which came thereby,
Leave the “ Might-have-been ” unpainted, sketch the " Maybe” bright and high.

But ah! I am ill and morbid, and the old pain hurts me so,
I think of the roses blooming in the ways I did not go,
Of the thorns, I should have blighted, grown strong to pierce and rend ;
I hear to-night all the past moans of husband and child and friend.

I choose from my books the choicest, I place it before my eyes ;
Alas for the poet’s music and his pictured reveries !
Between my eyes and the pages comes a shimmer of soft, light hair,
And our beautiful waxen darling lies dead in her promise there.

So what can I do but think how we laid her away to rest
With the wild hepatica blossoms fading upon her breast ?
To-night I weep, and wonder what it was I failed to know
That might have saved her to us, who longed to keep her so.

So blind, so fond, so erring ! So hurt by a bruise or wound ! 
We love the air, the sunshine, the whirl of the earth around ! 
Yet sensitive states of being seem gates to the hell of pain ; 
If life be a bane of blessing is a problem not yet plain.

In another mood the answer comes in the jubilant utter­
ance :

IS LIFE WORTH LIVING.'

Yes ! and yes a thousand times, 
If we face it calm and brave, 

Working to decrease all crimes, 
Glad to educate and save.

x- * *
If our small lives make the earth 

Less one grain of wickedness, 
'1'hen we were not baned by birth 

Life is worth the living. Yes !

When we gain the longed-for Heaven,
Dreamed in dreams, and sung in rhymes, 

Then the answer shall be given, 
Yes ! and yes a million times !

Her writings arc needed. They teach the necessity of dis­
cipline, labor, self-control, and the dignity and responsibility of 
the individual. A prominent writer has well said : “ Many are the 
workers needed in this field.” Such an one, possessing the best 
graces of wife, mother and friend, in addition to her superior poet­
ical intellectual and spiritual qualifications, is Emma Rood Tuttle.
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ALL SORTS.

—The circulation of this Magazine must 
bi greatly increased.

—Is not this number of the Magazine 
worth a half-year’s subscription?

—One good way to help this Magazine 
is to order Liberal books of the publisher.

—Our “ Book Review” is crowded out 
of this number, but will appear in our 
next issue.

—“ The Battle for Bread,” by Mrs. M. 
A. Freeman, will be the leading article for 
the March Magazine.

—“ Is this your Son, my Lord ? ” though 
being severely criticised, is, we are glad to 
know, having a large sale.

—The Truth Seeker Annual for 1S91 
will soon be out, and will be for sale at 
this office. Price 25 cents.

— Lyman C. Howe will furnish an ar­
ticle for our next number entitled ‘ ‘ Spirit­
ualism—New Series No. 1.”

—All true scientists are Freethinkers, 
but Freethinkers are not all sufficiently 
•earned to be known as scientists.

—There is much talk about Home 
Kule in Ireland. The great trouble in 
that country is too much Priest rille.

— Have you, reader, noticed that this 
Magazine was, with the January number, 
increased in siz.e to sixty-four pages?

— The Popular Science Monthly and 
Arena, of all the great monthlies, most

deserve the patronage of the Liberal 
public.

[ —If any of our readers desire anything
in the jewelry line they should not fail to

I examine Mr. Wettstein’s advertisement in 
this Magazine.

J - Our editorial drawer is full of good 
communications and articles that we have 
no room for. We need sixteen more 
pages very much.

— Reader, if you can suggest anything 
that would improve this Magazine (ex­
cepting changing its editor), please let us 
know what it is.

— We have left word with our family to 
have our remains cremated after death. 
We think that much the best way to dis­
pose of the dead.

—A club of y/a will be accepted here­
after, for this year’s Magazine, at $1.25 a 
number. Who cannot send us a club of 
six on these terms?

— Psalmist—“Why do the heathen 
rage?” Cynic—*'  Probably because so 
little of the money subscribed for their 
conversion ever reaches them.”

—Ida C. Craddock, Secretary of the 
American Secular Union, seems to be 
just the person for that position. No 
better could have been selected.

— Do not fail to read “ An Infidel’s In­
terview with Moody,” by Susan II. Wixon, 
on another page. It must have been a 
trying time for the “ great Evangelist.”

—“ Mamma,can I wear my silk dress in 
heaven?” “ No, child ; dresses will not 
be worn there.” “ Well, ma, how will the 
Lord know I belonged to the best society ?”
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—We desire to hear from our friends 
often, especially those who arc in the habit 
of inclosipg money orders in their letters. 
Long letters, without remittances are not 
so desirable.

—There arc many intelligent, good­
looking women in the Ereethought ranks. 
I'hc portrait of one of them appears as 

the frontispiece of this number. Others 
will appear soon.

—For the sake of introducing this Mag­
azine to new readers, we will allow any 
one of our regular subscribers to send us 
two trial sul)>cribers for one year, at the 
low price of $1.25 each.

— Reader, if you have anything that 
you desire to introduce to the public, send 
an advertisement to this Magazine and 
you can be sure that it will reach an in­
telligent class of people.
/Z—/'¿z/d /’/’/r, after a few weeks’ non- 
appearance, comes out as a twenty-four 

monthly. The subscription price is 
dollar per year. Mr. Walker is sure 
ake it a live journal.

—A number of our subscribers have, as 
yet, failed to send in their subscriptions 
for this year. Reader, are you among 
that number? If so, we desire to hear 
from you “ by return mail.”

—T. 'Theodore Col wick, an earnest and 
enthusiastic Liberal of Norse, 'Texas, 
writes that Samuel P. Putnam, the noted 
Liberal lecturer and editor, is doing a 
grand work in the Lone Star State.

— We are always pleased to be permit­
ted to present oui readers with anything 
from the pen of our young contributor 
Nelly Booth-Simmons. She is one of the 
born poets, and a most woi thyyAr thinker.

— “'The Freethinkers’ Pictorial 'Text 
Rook,” published by the Truth Seeker 
Company, is having a large sale. We 
would like to receive orders for it from 
many of our subscribers. 'The price is

1 —Susan H. Wixon’s “ Children’s Cor­
ner ” in the Truth Seeker is not only in­
teresting to children but to adults as well. 
It adds very much to the value of tint 
large, popular, well-known Freelhought 
journal.

—Moody says : “ When I become so
skeptical that I doubt the Scriptures, 1 
shall give up the ministry.” And if there 
should come a time when there was no 
money in the ministry, would not that 
have the same effect?

1 —If our friendswill each go to work
and do all in their power to aid the Mag 
azine, next year we will increase the size 
of the Magazine to ¿z’g/z/j'/wgw, and make 
the regular subscription price£3.00. That 
is what we propose to do.

—Charles Watts, through Seeiilir 
I Thought and the lecture platform, is re- 
1 ligiously revolutionizing the Dominion of 

Canada. Who would have thought that 
one man could have done^so much ? Wall' 
is a man of great powers.

i — The Popular Science Monthly for Eeb-
I ruary contains the conclusion of Dr. An­

drew D. White’s paper, From Babel l"
I Comparative Philology,” also that of Prof. 

Huxley’s discussion of “ The Aryan Dues 
tion and Prehistoric Man.”

— “ Agnosticus ” always fortifies bis po 
sition with an abundance of proofs. \ ou 

. will find his article, “ With or Without 
Christianity,” in this number, as have 

I been all his previous ones, very valuable. 
I Do not fail to read it with care.

| —One of the North American Christian-
| ized Indians had a great partiality for the 

Blessed Sacrament, and took every oppor­
tunity of partaking. Being spoken to on 
the subject he said, “ Yes, I love my Jesus.

■ but ”—with a leer—“ rum is better.”
| —Heavy snow-storms have been expe-
| rienced recently in countries heretofore
| very warm. Who knows but what tbe-r 
• storms may be extending to the orthodox
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hell. We often hear the expression on i 
the street: “ Cold enough to freeze hell
over.”

—Guest—“ I’m glad there’s a rope here 
in case of fire, but what is the idea of put- | 
ling a Bible in the room in such a prom­
inent position ? ” Bell Boy—“ I)at am 
intended foil use, sail, in case the fire am 
loo fall advanced fob you to make yoh 
escape, sah.”

—Prose Poems, by Robert G. Ingersoll, 
is, in our opinion, all that Mr. Farrell 
claims for it, “ the most eloquent volume 
in Liberal literature.” No expense has 
been spared to make it the thing of 
beauty that it is. Every Freethinker 
should have a copy.

—“ Observations,” by Editor Mac­
donald in Freethought is very interesting 
reading. It is no wonder the author has 
been recently offered a large salary to 
write exclusively for one of the large Secu­
lar journals. To use a “classic” expres- I 
sion, evidently “George is a brick.” |

—The Christian missionaries have been 
teaching the poor Indians that a “Mes­
siah” would soon appear and they took i 
it for granted that the missionaries be­
lieved what they taught. That is what ! 
brought on the war. Good bread and I 
meat, and fewer missionaries and Indian 
agents, is what the Indians need.

—If the orthodox churches are fair j 
samples of what the society of Heaven | 
will be, we must conclude that it will be | 
made up largely of women and ministers. 
The ministers will probably be well sat- I 
isfied with that arrangement. They ¡ 
can there make their pastoral visits with- j 
out interruption from the man of the 
house.

—“ Aunt Elmina,” we notice, has 
been installed editor of a “ Children’s 
Corner” in Lucifer. If orthodoxy be 
true she may hold that position in Luci- 
fet'i- dominions “ in the sweet bye and 

bye.” She will be needed there, for we 
read that

“ Ilell is crammed.
With infants damned.”

—“ I am so troubled about my husband,” 
said Mrs. Badman, seeking sympathy from 
the pastor’s wife. “ He goes from bad 
to worse ; he is an infidel and an atheist, 
and now he says lie is an agnostic, doesn’t 
know' anything.” “ My dear sister,” re­
plied the pastor’s wife, “ you don’t know 
what trouble is. My husband thinks he 
knows everything—knows how to cook.— 
Z>W Burdette

—It would seem by a letter in the 
Truth .SWZr/'that Prof. W. S. Bell came 
very near being a Jonah. If the passen­
gers on board the Goos Buy had known 
that he was an infidel lecturer he would 
probably have been cast into the sea to 
have appeased the God of the Storm. If 
lie had been thrown overboard and the 
whale that they saw' al a distance had 
swallow’ed him and spewed him on shore 
the parallel would have been perfect.

— Mr. J. P. Mcndum, the veteran edi­
tor of the Boston 1 nvesti^alo), died at his 
home in Boston, January I fill, at the age 
of seventy-nine years. T he reader will 
find a very good likeness and life sketch 
of him on page 40 of Vol. VI. of this 
Magazine. We shall have more to say of 
him in the March Magazine. We are 
glad to know' that the old /irecs/fato), 
built up by him as his life-long associate, 
is left in good hands.

—Can’t w'e have all of the shares of 
“ The One Hundred Security Fund,” ta­
ken before the next Magazine is issued? 
It is a valuable investment, w’ortli more 
than “ mansions in the skies.” That re- 
mifids us that the other day we met an 
ex-Christian w'lio desired to exchange a 
Mansion in the Sky for a small village 
residence on this globe, but without suc­
cess. He had the title from Brother Moody, 
who deals extensively in that kind of 
property, who is in fact a real estate agent 
for the Heavenly Kingdom.
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—Topeka, Kas., Nov. 16.—Mrs. John 
Swinson, on Friday night, murdered her 
four-year-old child Annie, by giving her a 
dose of laudanum. Mrs. Swinson has 
been morbidly insane ever since last win­
ter, when she had an attack of la grippe. 
She is now in the last stages of consump­
tion; she confessed to the crime yesterday. 
She said she knew she was about to die, 
and could not bear to leave her favorite 
child behind. She determined to send it 
before her to heaven, where it would 
meet her when her own death occurred.

— We define a Freethinker as one not 
bound by any kind of a creed. A person 
whose mind is perfectly free to investigate 
all questions, and accept whatever com­
mends itself to his or her reason. Such 
persons are found among Materialists, 
Free Religionists, Spiritualists and Lib­
eral Christians, and also outside of all those 
schools of thought. There can be no free 
thinking by a consistent orthodox Chris­
tian, only as he violates his obligations to 
the Chinch. An orthodox Christian, to 
be consistent, can “know nothing but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified,’' as they 
often truthfully declare.

— Mr. Pentecost says he would no 
sooner join a Liberal League, or Secular 
Society, than he would a church. The 
sole object of these societies is torseparate 
Church and State. If the editor of the 
Twentieth Ceniti)}' approves of the ob­
ject, we can’t understand why he should 
refuse to join with others to carry it out. 
If the house of one of his neighbors was 
on fire, would he object to join with other 
persons in an attempt to put out the fire? 
When a boy we requested an old farmer 
to sign a petition against capital punish­
ment. Ilis reply was: “ I am opposed to 
capital punishment, but I will not sign 
your petition.” When asked for his rea­
son for refusing to sign, he replied : “ I 
once lost most of my property by signing 
a note, and I then said I would never sign 
my name to another paper.”

—We are doing all in our power to 
increase the circulation of this Magazine, 
and, reader, if you are an out-spoken 
Freethinker, we desire your aid. But you 
may reply “ I would like to comply with 
your request, but do not know how to 
proceed to meet with success.” Please try 
this method : Send to this office $1.00 
for sample copies and we will mail you 
free of postage twelve numbers. Hand 
each one of these to some Liberal neighbor 
and request him, or her, to examine it 
carefully. Then in two or three days 
visit each and ask them to take it,on trial, 
for one year, at the low price of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents. If any decline to 
subscribe, then take their copy and hand 
it to some one else. We know that this . 
is asking much of our friends, but the fact 
is Liberals, everywhere, have got to go to 
work in earnest to cope with the well 
organized cohorts of superstitution.

—This is what Bill Nye says of one of 
the visitors at a summer resort in the 
Catskills:

“ We had a nice old man that come out 
here to attend church, he said. He be­
longed to a big church in town, where it 
cost him so much that he could hardly 
look his maker in the face, he said. Last 
winter, he said, they sold the pews at 
auction, and he had an affection for one. 
’specially ’cause he and his wife had set in 
it all their lives, and now that she was 
dead he wanted it, as he wanted the root 
that had been over them all their married 
lives. So he went down when they auc­
tioned ’em off, as it seems they do in those 
big churches, and the bidding started 
moderate, but run up until they put a 
premium on his’n that froze him out, and 
he had to take a cheap one where he 
couldn’t hear very well, and it made him 
sort of bitter. Then in May, he says, the 
Palestine rash broke out among the 
preachers in New York, and most of ’em 
had to go to the Holy Land to get over it, 
because that is the only thing you can do 
with the Palestine rash when it gets a hold 
of a pastor. He says to me, ‘ I come 
out here mostly to see if I could get any 
late information from the Throne of 
Grace.’ He was a rattlin’ fine old feller, 
and told me a good deal about one thing 
and another. He said he’d seen it stated 
in the papers that salvation was free, but 
in New York he said it was pretty well 
protected for an old-established industry’.”
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AD VER TISEMENTS.

A DVERTISING RATES IN THE FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE
Vol. IZXZ_ (TEL ZZE. 291) 1891.

One Page Ojie Month, $10.00. One-half Page One Month, $0.00.
One-fourth Page One Month, $3.50. One-eighth Page One Month, $2.00.

Subsequent insertions of same advertisement at same rate with 10;/ discount.

Terms: PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.

As we have now enlarged the Magazine to sixty-four pages, we shall have some 
space for advertisements, and we hope the special friends of the Magazine who have 
anything they desire to introduce to the public will give us their patronage.

Address: THE FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE, Buffalo, N. Y.

IDR. JT. MILLER’S

UNIVERSAL MAGNETIC BALM

Kq Universal Ml
ImagnetîcJ

An Unexcelled Family Medicine I
Above is a fac-similé upper half of Outside 

Wrapper of our Dr. J. R. Mil­
ler’s Magnetic Balm.

This medicine may with propriety be called 
a “ Universal Remedy,” as it is fast supersed­
ing all others as a general family medicine. 
It cures, as if by Magnetic Influence, 
Neuralgia, and all pain, and is therefore 
very properly termed “ Magnetic Balm.” It 
is purely a vegetable preparation. It has no 
equal as a remedy for Cholera, Cholera 
Morbus, Diarrlicea, Dysentery, Colic’, and 
all Bowel Complaints. Its timely use will 
cure Colds. Quinsy, and all throat affections 
attended with pain. When properly used, 
Fever and Ague? and other complaints inci­
dent to our western and southern climates, 
are easily broken up.

Relieves and Cures COLIC, CATARRH, FEVER AND AGUE, NEURALGIA, 
and PAINFUL MENSTRUATION.

D. RANSOM, SON & CO.,
Proprietors of the World Renowned l>r. Trask’s Magnetic Ointment.

JU-gT'Send your name and postoffice address on a postal card, and we will send you 
our fine little book, “ Encyclopaedia of Useful Knowledge.”
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“A THOUGHTLESS YES.”
By HELEN GARDENER.

“America lias, perhaps, twenty clever writers of stories. Helen Gardener is one of these. But she is aleo one of 
the few—we dare not say how few—who put moral earnestness and enthusiasm for humanity into their stories. Even 
her pessimism is better than the nerveless superficiality of her rivals. We welcome the book.’’—Unity, Chicago. 
“ Prettily printed volume with motto from Ingersoll. The stories are all clever. They are all intended to illustrate 
the indubitable fact that the times are out of joint. These stories are well worth attention and consideration. The 
author is clearly in earnest and much that she savs will make its mark in the reader’s memory.”—(S.C.pcw». 
“It would be difficult to say which of the admirable stories in this volume is most to be commended. Therai® 
exceptionally excellent. Convey a moral lesson in a manner alwavs vivid, invariably forcible, sometimes starthrx, 
yet nowhere does the strength of the narrative display weakness owing to the author’s moralizing.’’—Arena, Boston.

“Quaint and unpretending in style, written with a terseness and originality positively ^¡Jark as new. oricia*'.  
various subjects to suit the thoughtful, sad, or g.i \ .’’—Milwaukee Journal. “ Have made their ,)ear]gj Ona£s aul 
and strong. She could not write ungracefully if she tried, and this book is like a varied strips. ftre of 
diamonds. It soothes, bewilders, and dazzles, but never dulls.’’—New York Truth. “T’he jrL_oO(i ju a)j resj^cti." 
merit in their conception, but the literary workmanship is excellent. Some are unusually
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Ingersoll’s Writings
ONLY AUTHORIZED EDITIONS.

RELIGION OF MAN
AND

ETHICS OF SCIENCE.

Vol. I.—The Gods and Other Lectures. 
Contents: “The Gods,” “Humboldt,” “Thomas 
Paine.” “ Individuality,” “ Heretics and Heresies.” 
Urao. cloth, $1.25 ; paper. 50 cents.

Vol. II —The Ghostsand Other Lectures. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Thé Liberty of Man, 
Woman and Child.” “ The Declaration of Indepen­
dence,” “ About Farmingin Illinois.” “ Tribute to 
Rev. Alexander Clark.” nmo, cloth, $1.25 ; paper, 
50 cents.

Vol. III.—Some Mistakes of Moses. 12010, 
278 pp., cloth, $1.25 ; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV.—Ingersoll on Talmagian Theol­
ogy. (New.) 443 pp., cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain 
sloth, $1.25 ; paper. 50 cents.

What Must We do to be Saved ? S9 pp., 
i2mo, paper 25 cents.
Address on Civil Rights. By Col. Robert 

0. Ingersoll. Price, jo cents.
Orthodoxy. This is the latest lecture by Robert 

C. Ingersoll, reviewing the creeds of the churches 
■»nd answering them from their own standards. 
Price. 10 cents.

Blasphemy. Argument in the Trial of C. B. 
Reynolds. Paper,25c. ; cloth, 50c.

Crimes Against Criminals. Price, m cents. 
Ingrersoll’s Lectures Complete. Bound in 

°ne vol., half morocco, over 1300 pages. Price, $5.00, 
Postpaid. Address,

FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE, Buffalo, N. Y.

DONALD KENNEDY
Of Roxbury, Mass., says
My Medical Discovery seldom takes 

'■old of two people alike! Whv? Because 
n° two people have the same 
weak spot. Beginning at the stom­
ach it goes searching through the body for 
any hidden humor. Nine times out often, 
•Ward humor makes the weak spot. 
I’erhaps its only a little sediment left on a 
nerve or in a gland; the Medical Discovery 
glides it right along, and you find quick 
‘■appiness from the first bottle. Perhaps 
Rs a big sediment or open sore, well settled 
$oinewhere, ready to fight. The Medical 
Discovery begins the fight, and you think 
11 pretty hard, but soon you thank me for 
making something that has reached vottr 
"eak spot. Write me if you want to know 
more about it.

p'e-isc state what periodical you saw our advertisement in.

By HUDSON TUTTLE.

The pa>t has been the Age of the Gods and the 
Religion of I’ain; the present is the Age of Man 
and the Religion of .Joy. No! servile trust in the 
Gods, but knowledge of the laws of the world, be­
lief in the divinity of man and his eternal progress 
toward pcricctton is the foundation of the Religion 
of Man and the system of Ethics as treated in this 
work.

The following are the titles of the chapters :

PART FIRST—Religion and Science.
Introduction; Religion; Fetishism; Polytheism; 

Monotheism ; Phallic Worship ; Man’s Moral Pro­
gress depends on his Intellectual Growth; The 
Great Theological Problems—the (Irigin of Evil, the 
Nature of God. the Future State; Fall of Man and 
the Christian Scheme of Redemption; Man’s Posi 
tion. Fate, Free Will. Free Agency, Necessity, Re­
sponsibility ; Duties and Obligations of Man to God 
and Himself.

PART SECOND—The Ethics of Science.
The Individual; Genesis and Evolution of Spirit ; 

The Laws of Moral Government; The Appetites; 
Selfish Propensities; Love: Wisdom ; Conscience; 
Accountability: Change of Heart; What is Good ? 
What Is Wrong ? Happiness; The Path of Advance; 
The Will; Is Man Free ? Culture ami Development 
ofthe Will ; The Charter of Human Rights; Liberty; 
Duties and Obligations ; Sin ; Punishment—Present 
and Future; Duty of Prayer; Duty to Children : to 
Parents ; to Society; Duly as a Source of Strength ; 
Obligations to Society; Rights ofthe Individual; 
of Government; Duty of Self-Culture ; Marriage.

320 pages, finely bound in Muslin. Sent postage 
free tor $1.50.

FROM SOUL TO SOUL
By EMMA ROOD TUTTLE.

This volume contains the best poems of the au­
thor, and some of her most popular songs with the 
music by eminent composers. Among the poems 
which have attracted wide notice are :

j Budding Rose, Incidents of Life Under the Blue
| Lans, Parson Smith’s Prophesy, From the 

Highlands of Heaven, The City of Sorrow, 
Soliloquy of Fulvia at Sicyon, The 

Holy Maid of Kent, Etc., Etc.
'fhe Music includes :

The Unseen City, My Lost Darling, Beautiful 
Claribcl. Ono More River to Cross, 

Emma Clair, Etc.
I

' The volume contains 225 pages, finely printed and
I bound, with engraving ofthe author. Price, $150 

postpaid. Address,
I • FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE.
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pREE FOR FOUR WEEKS!

LUCIFER - - - ■
BLIGHT-BEARER

Devoted chiefly to the Emancipation of Woman from Sex-Slavery 
through a better understanding of Sexology, including 

Heredity and Stirpiculture.

PU ELI SUED WEEKLY, AT TOPEKA, KA S.

|? LEV ENT II YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

For some years this paper has been largely 
devoted to the work of exposing' the abuses 
and the crimes that shelter under our marriage 
laws and customs ; and for the publication of ¿1 
plainly worded protest against rape in wedlock, 
whereby a young mother’s life was placed in 
imminent peril, the editor and publisher, Moses 
Harman, has been harassed in the courts for 
more than three years past. In April last he 
was sentenced to five years imprisonment al 
hard labor, and to pay ¿1 fine of three hundred 
dollars. ()f this sentence he has served four 
months in the State Prison, at Lansing, Kansas, 
but is now at liberty, awaiting a new trial on a 
writ of error.

U :ClF!i!\, 15 /7’5 indicates, stands pop
LIGHT, ,\s against DARKNESS, 

KNOWLEDGE, as against IGNORANCE,
Freedom and Science, as against Slavery and Sitersh i ion.

SI.50 PER ANNUM, (Free on trial) for Four Weeks.

\ddrcss, MOSES HARMAN, Editor and Publisher. 
topeilo eas.
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JUST OUT, A NOVEL OF TO-DAY. hypocrisy, cant, ancl dishonesty in thought 
as well as in action.

isTiiisYourSon.jiiuLoitt?
A REALISTIC novel of to-day

By HELEN H. GARDENER,
Author of “A Thoughtless Yes,” “Men,

Women and Gods,” “Sex vs.

Brains,” etc., etc.

THE HARVARD FAST SET
Are mercilessly handed by the author, a 
piece of pen picturing which will any­
thing but please the Fred Harmons of fair 
Harvard.

Price, Paper, 50 cts. ; Cloth, $1.00.
Address, FREETHINKERS’ MAGAZINE,

Buffalo, N. Y.

WRITE TO ELMINA.
With full-page Portrait of the Author, 

from recent Photograph by Sarony.

This Novel is without question the most radi­
cal and, in many respects, the boldest 

assault on the respectable conven­
tionality and immorality in

high places that has 
ever been written.

AS A NOVEL,
It is brilliant, absorbing, and at times 
highly dramatic. The reader’s interest 
is held from the opening line to the last 
word of the book, and, while crying evils 
and vital problems are brought before the 
reader in a vivid and realistic manner, 
there is not a stilted utterance from cover 
to cover: nor does the reader’s interest 
flag, owing to pedantic moralizing. The 
terrible truths are so vividly pictured that 
they will, in themselves, suggest to every 
thoughtful mind the urgent need of positive 
measures to elevate the standard of morals.

Please Send Stamp for Circulars and Prices of
BLANKETS, BOOKS, STOCKING-YARN and 

WOOLEN GOODS.
Snowville is now a Money Order Office. 

Address, E. D. SLENKER, 
Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va.

^7AöOk 28 UNION SQUARE,NY.LANTA. GA ^>CA,- ^,SC0 
st.louis.mo. dallas-tex.

AS AN EXPOSE
Of the injustice which is meted out to 
woman by society, and as a revelation of 
the shams and evils which to-day pass 
almost unchallenged under the cloak of 
respectability, this story stands unrivalled, 
It is the earnest plea of a brave and noble- 
hearted woman for the triumph of a higher 
dandard of morality and the abolition of

N. BUSSENDORFFER, Buffalo, N. V.

A QTUEfl A DB" TAFT’S ASTHMALENE
I IBBw3— fllBnifKiicvcr hills; semi us your 

address, we will mail trial U VllCVuOTTLH if O ■" t' 
THE DR. TAFT BROS. CO.. ROCHESTER, H. Y. I" Htt.

C7R 00 A MONTTT can be madeV I LU QZ JU »""working for ns. Persons pre­
ferred who can furnish a horse and give their whole 
•ime to the business. Spare moments may be profll ably 
mploved also A few vacancies In towns and cities.

13. F. JOHNSON & CO., 1009 Main St., Richmond. V:u

rTitalMWiLJjy.iw^yANp stereoptscons
I T ■■■ ■ HbV i H B ■bi ■ J 1 I ft« adord the best a[M cheapest means of object teaching
II I H * ■ L I I li D M B j »n k College«, School« and Sunday Schools. <)lir
1 kl I ft ftw ft l_ftJM W fi? n RwJ assortment of Views, illustrating art, science, history,

religion and travel, is immense. For Home Amuse­ment and Parlor Entertainment, etc., nothing can be found, as instructive or amusing, while «Church Enter­tainments, Public Ex- an. a ‘instrument with
hlbltlons and Popular 1L9 /ml IC H*  vT. a choice selection ofIllustrated Lecture«— aKL W Vicwsinaltesnuplen.
did Holiday present. We nrc the largest manufacturers and dealers, and ship to all parts of 
the world. If you wish to know how to order, how to conduct I’arlor Entertainments for plea­
sure, or Public Exhibition«, etc., for MAKING MONEY, send us your name and ad-

208 PACE BOOK FREE.
McALiLiISTER, Manufact’g Optician, 49 Nassau St.» N. Y. City.
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THE NEW MODEL

“OTTO WETTSTEIN” WATCH!
World Renowned, Magnificent, Perfect. Again Improved.

lias 16 Jewels, Patent Regulator, Breguet Hair Spring (non-catchable), Beautiful 
double-sunk paneled Dial, and all modern improvements. Is finely adjusted to heat, 
cold and position, Stem wind and set and new model. Made both for hunting and 
open-face cases and guaranteed a Perfect Time-Keeper.

PRICES: In Silverine Cases. $19.00; 3 ounce Pure Silver, $22.53; 4 ounce, $23.50; 
5 ounce, $25; 6 ounce, $27; 4 ounce. Best Dust-proof Cases, $24—no better sold else 
where l’or $35. In Best Filled Gold Cases, guaranteed 20 years, Pat. Open-face, Screw 
Dust-proof, $27; Hinged Back. $30; Hunting, $33; Louis XIV. style, either kind, $2 
ext ra. All elegantly engraved or plain. In cases guaranteed 25 years, special artistic 
chased. $5 and $10 more.

In 11 A7. Solid (Iold Open-face Cases, $45 to $S0 ; Hunting, $50, $60, $70, $90 to $100. 
Sent prepaid with written guarantee, and cash refunded if not entirely satisfactory. 
No one else in the world sends out or sells so good and elegant a Watch for the price.

REGULAR GRADES AMERICAN WATCHES.
Three ounce Silverine case, 7 jewels, $7.50 ; 11 jewels, $9; 15 jewels, $10; do., 

adjusted, $16. In 3 ounce Coin Silver case, $11, $12.50, $13.50 and $19.50. In 4 ounce 
rase $1 ext ra, and in 4 ounce dust-proof case $1.50 extra. In best open-faced, dust-proof 
filled Gold case, 7 jewels, $16 ; 11 jewels, $17.50; 15 jewels, $1S.5O; do., adjusted $24.50; 
do., hinged back, gold cap, $3 extra. Extra-fine engraved $1 and $2 additional. 
Hunt ing cases, gold cap. 7 jewels, $23 ; 11 jewels, $24.50; 15 jewels, $27.50 ; do. adjusted, 
$31.50. In special artistic engraved cases $5 to $10 more The latter are rarely seen 
even in best stores. All filled cases guaranteed 20 to 25 years. Beware of others !

LADIES’ GOLD HUNTING AMERICAN WATCHES.
Best filled, 7 jewels, $17 ; 11 jewels, $18.50; 15 jewels, $25. 14 kt. solid Gold. $27; 11

jewels, $2^.50; 15 jewels, $35. More elaborate and heavier cases, $2, $5 to $10 extra. 
Diamond, Ruby. Emerald, embossed and enameled cases, $10 to $100 extra. All 
II oldies arc Stem Wind and. Set. All guaranteed one year, after expiration of which 
time will be cleaned for $1 and returned free. 10 kt. filled gold cases, $2 less.

DIAMONDS.
I am an expert in this line and guarantee my goods at least 20 percent, below lowest 

market prices. Rings, Pins, Eardrops. Studs, etc., worth $35 for $25; do. worth $70 for 
$50; do. worth $100 for $75; do. worth $200 for $150; do. worth $500 for $375. Sent 
subject to approval, and cash refunded if not strictly as represented.

WATCII-WORK.
Nine-tenths of the jewelers” of America are botches, ami don’t know as much 

about “ handling” a tine watch as an elephant does about a Beethoven symphony. A 
noted phrenologist once told Wettstcin, “ If you are not a first-class mechanic the Lord 
Almighty never made one.” Send me your work : Cleaning, $1; jewels, $1; springs,$1. 
Best work guaranteed and returned free. Liberal Editors’ and Lecturers’ watches 
repaired free.

RINGS AND EMBLEMS
A specialty. A full line of solid Gold and best Plated Jewelry of latest designs. Select 
from any catalogue, and 1 will fill order at less prices, or send better goods.

S TJ IV D B I E S.
Best Spectacles or Eye-Glasses, $1 ; Gold. $5 and $6. (Send line of finest print you 

can read 14 inches from the eyes, and I can lit. you.) Best razor $2—a luxury ; a good
’ ' ’ one. $1. Rogers Bros.’ best triple-plated Knives, $1.75;

Forks, $1.75 ; Teaspoons, $1.70; Tablespoons, $3.40 for 6. 
Solid Coin Silver Spoons, $1.60 per ounce, marked. Silver 
Thimbles, 35 cents. /Yn elegant 8-day Alarm Clock, $4.50, 
worth $6; 4 best Violin Strings,-;0 cents; 6 Guitar Strings, 
75 cents ; Fountain Pens, $2. All prepaid, except cutlery.

OTTO WETTSTEIN’S FREETHOUGHT BADGE.
Small model Pins, 10 kt., $2; 14 kt., $2.75 and $3.50. 

Small charms, 10 kt., $3 ; 14 kt., $4 ; with diamond, $6and 
$x. Large model Pins, 10 kt., $3; 14 kt., $4 and $4.50; 
with diamond, $S, $10, $12, $14. Large charms, 10 kt., $5; 
14 kt., $6 ; with diamond, $10, $14, $20, $35. Sent per regis­
tered mail, and cash refunded if not entirely satisfactory.

OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill.
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Dr. HENRY C. BACKUS’
M PAINLESS BLISTER

Is the best remedy known to science for the 
treatment and cure of Himr-bone, Bone-spavin, 
Splint Curb. Bog-spavin. Thorough-pin. Wind­
gulls. Sore Shins, etc. It is a substitute for the 
cruel inhuman practice of Firing Horses, and 
has cured numerous cases where that cruel 
treatment has failed. I will send to any person 
one box*of  the Painless Blister, with full direc­
tions for use. on receipt of one dollar, post-paid. 
I will also allow a liberal discount to any one 
who will act as agent.

Address: HENRY C. BACKUS,
Veterinary Surgeon, 

Herkimer, Herkimer Co.,N. Y.

BABYLON NURSERY.
We can supply our friends and the public with 

' everything grown in such an institution. This 
is the time to make contracts for some of our 
Beautiful Trees and Shrubs. A full assortment 
of all sizes on band. Young Slock a specially. 
Our Stock is First-Classand Our Prices a re Low. 
We have made arrangements with several for­
eign and American seedling growers, by which 

' means we can supply all nurserymen, florists 
and large planters at wholesale or retail.

Address: P. H. FOSTER,
Babylon, L. I., N. Y.

“Truth Against iIib—= 
i i==— World of ftw.”

The Druids and Bards, throughout the world, 
are a Religious body of Teachers, devoted to 

| the dissemination of true practical knowledge, 
based upon the Arts and sciences and free from 

’ the thraldom of creeds and ecclesiastical author­
ity based upon superstition.

Their objects are not to cater to Pomp and 
Show, by establishing great churches or col­
leges and pioselyting the ignorant and medioc­
rity and levying burdensome taxes and con­
tributions for their maintenance and the high 
priests and others therein presiding, but, in a 
modest fraternal way. to appeal to the searchers 
alter truth, to affiliate with them at d become 
students and teachers in the Arts and Sciences, 
and to work in the “Sacred Circle” of Insti­
tutes for the establishment of the Brotherhood 
of Man.

Professors and preceptors Jti all departments 
I of learning, in order to hold a chair in the 

“Sacred Circle” of Institutes, must produce 
certificates of proficiency with a record of their 

I training and moral standing. If these be pro- 
r nounced satisfactory in all respects to the Board 

of Examiners a certificate will be granted desig- 
‘ nating their preceptorial status.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP.
Having read the above declaration, and being 

■ fully satisfied with its aims and objects, I de- 
1 sire to become a member of your honorable 

body, and herewith submit the following state­
ment. being a record of my training and certifi­
cate hereto attached, as to my moral standing, 
and if found worthy in all respects, desire a 

, preceptorial certificate designating my status. 
I For further particulars address

T. B. ENGLEHART, M. I).,
President of the Board of Managers,

| 120 Pearl Street, BUFFALO, N. Y.

Dr. D. B. WIGGINS’ 
FAMILY MEDICINES 

ENTIRELY VEGETABLE, SAFE AND 
EFFECTUAL.

Comprise a number of valuable compounds, particu­
larly designed for the different forms of disease, such 
as debility, loss of appetite, impure blood, indiges­
tion, liver complaint, etc. One of the most import­
ant is our CONSUMPTION CURE AND LUNG 
I ONIC. Our Consumption Cure is entirely vegeta­
ble and perfectly safe, and especially designed for 
any difficulty with the lungs, such as the first stages 
of consumption, and for the relief of those in the 
advanced stages. For tightness and difficulty of 
breathing, pain in the chest, debility, and loss of 
appetite. For whooping cough, it loosens the cough 
and prevents the whooping and keeps the system up 
at the same time. For croup it is highly beneficial, 
its expectorant properties rendering it very valuable 
to keep the phlegm loose and easily raised. In severe 
cases take a lobelia emetic. In influenza it gives 
great relief to the head and lungs ; this with a good 
sweat is sure to give relief in those cases, and break 
them up at once. It is truly a LUNG TONIC. It 
strengthens the lungs in all cases of weak lungs, or 
where they are sensitive to the keen air of a cold day.

Send for Almanac for 1S91.
Dr. D. B. WIGGINS,

50 East Seneca St., Buffalo N, Y.

WANTED, AGENTS TO SELL

E. C. Morris & Co.’s
FIRE AND BURGLAR-PROOF

SAFES.

THE BEST SAFE IN THE WORLD,— 
--------------------------- OVER1 100,000 IN USE.

ALWAYS PRESERVE THEIR CONTENTS.

100 sold in Lynn since the great fire. 50 sub­
jected to intense heat preserve their contents. 
Champion record also in the great Chicago, Bos­
ton, Haverhill, Eastport, and Marblehead fires.

Send for Circulars.

E. C. MORRIS & CO.
BOSTON, MASS.
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A few thoughts concerning ÎjZaS

ACf-AIts Cause and Cure 
Must interest every one afflicted with this terrible disease. To describo this disease to one 
that has suffered for years the untold agonies of suffocation and distress night after night 
and who (in many extreme cases) would only gladly welcome death in order to be relieved 
from such suffering with no prospects of ever being any better is not pleasant to contem­
plate. All the boasted remedies heretofore claimed to cure Asthma have failed or only 
given temporary relief. The smoking of leaves and barks, saturated paper and pastiles 
has been resorted to as the last means for only a temporary relief anything being considered 
a blessing that will release the grasp of the fingers of death (even for a short time), which, 
seems to be tightening every moment more and more ; the sufferer knows that this is Asthma. 

To-day suffocating, in a few days relieved, and no good reason can be given as to 
the cause of these sudden changes and return of suffering, only by the poisonous blood 
acting on the nerves producing the disease. In Asthma there is a

SPECIFIC POISON DESTROYED
before Asthma can be

This poison is oft-times inherited and passed through many generations, like Scrofula, 
never losing its power to produce Asth ma and oft-times affecting the luDgs and bringing 
the sufferer down to a Consumptive grave. Location, with surrounding causes will 
arouse and set to work this poison in the blood, so that in some sections of the country an 
Asthmatic cannot live, even in one part of a city their suffering is intense, move to- an­
other part and they are entirely free from Asthma. Thus you learn that there exists a 
certain poison in the system, that when certain influences aro brought to bear that exist 
in the Atmosphere in many localities will develope this poison in an unusual degree there­
by affecting the xerves, producing spasms and difficult breathing, which every Asthmatic 
has had such sad experience with, suffering, and no hope of being, cured ; for having tried 
every known remeciy, exhausted the skill of the physicians, have given up in despair.

After years of study and patient research and watcliing this dis­
ease in all its various phases under various circumstances we present a cure for Asthma known as 
DR. TAFT’S ASTHHALENE, which will entirely destroy this poison in the blood and 
restore the nerves to a healthy condition and when this is done the spasms will cease, the choking 
will subside, and the injury done to the lun?s will begin at once to be repaired and the nerves re­
stored to perfect health. ASTHItl is unlike all other so called Asthma cures, as it
CO^JTAIIMS IMO Opium. Morphine. Ipecac, Squills, Lobelia, Ether, Chloroform or any other 
Anodyne or Narcotics, but its combination is of such a nature that it will destroy every particle of 
this poison in the blood and eliminate it from the system, effect a cure and give a nignt's sweet 
sleep. We have received thousands of testimonials from everp State in the Union of the marvelous 
cures from the use of the asthmalene. We have never published them, for testimonials, 
have been manufactured so extensively and sold so cheap that people have no confidence in them. 

WE DO NOT WANT YOU TO SEND US MONEY
We do not make out a long list of prying, personal and impertinent questions, nor do we 
resort to any clap trap or anv nonsense of any kind in order to make monthly or permanent patients; 
wc only ask any one suffering from Asthma to TRY A Rly'W DOSES of Asthmalene. 
Wc make NO CHARGE FOR a trial bottle to sufferers from this terrible malady. Send
us your name on a postal card and we will mail ' 

enough of Dr. Taft’s Asthmalcr^ to show its power over the disease, stop the spasms and give * 
good night’s rest, and prove to you (no matter how bad vourcase) that ASTHMALENE 
CAN CURE ASTHMA, and you need no longer neglect your business or sit in a oh air all 
night gasping for breath tor fearof suffocation. Send usvour full name and post office address on 
a postal card. THE DR. TAFT BROS. MEDICINE CO., ROCHESTER, N. Y.
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