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The C o v e n a n t of Life. 

In going before the world with the gospel of everlast
ing'life, the gospel of the New Covenant, committed t o us 
from the very throne of the Most High, we deem it ex
pedient in the execution of our commission, t o present 
something definite regarding the results which will fol
low our goings forth. 

Subordinate to , and correlated with, the central, 
religious, and consequently fundamental, principles of 
our doctrines, are certain possibilities which are to be
come the achievements of special efforts- of the mind, 
inst i tuted for the purpose of a t ta in ing to a righteous
ness of body above t h a t which has hi therto been con
sidered by the masses as essential t o salvat ion. 

The aspirat ions of Paul centered in the hope which 
should be the persistent expectation of every Christian, 
and is the most effectively expressed in Paul 's own 
language: "And not only they, but ourselves also, 
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, wait ing for the adopt ion" (the 
put t ing on of the Son); " fo wit, the redemption of our 
body." The hope of the Christian cannot be consum
mated till this redemption of the body is assured in its 
actual confirmation by the redemption itself. As this 
a t ta inment is to be reached only through man 's co
operat ion with God,—for man is to work out his own 
salvat ion with fear and trembling, God working in him 

reason, and understanding,—the through man's will, 

laws and processes by which this work is to be wrought 
must be made known to the workers, else they work 
blindly and ineffectually. The redemption being pri
marily the redemption of the body, as the Christian's 
u l t imate hope, the operat ions through which this hope 
is t o beconsummatedmust pertain to the body specially, 
as the objective point upon which all salutary efforts 
are to be expended. 

Our present special work is to declare the laws and 
processes through which, the now existing humani ty 
shall a t ta in to the immortal i ty of the body. In other 
words, our mission now is to promulgate the principles 
through which men and women may avert the catas
t rophe called death—the corruptible dissolution of the 
physical form—and subst i tute an incorruptible dissolu
t ion by which the body, through the a t ta inment of im
morta l i ty , may be suddenly dissolved through the bap
t ism of fire about to be shed upon the world. 

Men now are born in sin and shapen in iniquity; hence 
the relat ions and acts by which they are so begotten 
are necessarily iniquitous. If men are born in sin 
and shapen in iniquity, and death be the result of sin, it 
follows t h a t a reversion of this tendency will infuse life. 
Paul looked forward to the redemption of the body. 
If the relat ions and acts which result in the propaga
tion of " the body of this dea th" be iniquitous, a rever
sion of these iniquitous relations and acts will assuredly 
result in righteousness, as concerning the body; and the 
application of this corresponding righteousness must 
necessarily eventuate in the body of life, or the resur
rection of the dead. 

I t is no t our purpose in this article to present an 
analysis of the laws of immortal i ty . We design merely 
to set forth the general requirements of the law of 
righteousness as pertaining to the body, and especially 
as related to present human possibilities regarding 
man 's power to overcome death in the body. Immor
ta l i ty of the body depends upon thecontinency of males 
and chast i ty of females. These are more than simple 
restra ints placed upon the act of coition. The restraint 
must center upon the sensual tendency of desire itself. 
There must obtain a conservation of the force of desire by 
such an education and discipline of it as will insure i ts de
terminat ion toward the new object of the affection's ac
t iv i ty. Instead of the sensual gratif ication of desire, 
which eventuates in the transmission of the germ of death, 
the germ upon which depends the propagat ion of the 
mor ta l body, the sensual thought must be destroyed 
by a new determinat ion and impetus given to it, and 
the flow of the affectional or love element directed into 


