
The Flamine Sword. 
•'And He placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword which turned every way to keep 

the way of the tree of life."—Gen. III. 24. 
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N O T I C E ! ! 

We are about to re-issue THE PLOWSHARE AND PRUNING 

HOOK, as a weekly secular paper. It will present the most 

radical and advanced views on all reform questions, advocat­

ing a revolution in the administration of public economy. 

We believe in turning the rascals out. The people have 

been robbed for the past thirty years by the Republican party, 

(in the interest of the bankers and the money brokers,) at a 

rate unparalleled in the history of the world. It is time the 

people took the matter into their own hands. 

THE FLAMING S.WORO will continue to be the instrument 

for the dissemination of our religious and scientific views. 

It may, however, be transformed to a monthly, and enlarged 

as circumstances provide. Those of our subscribers who 

favor our secular ideas, and who are not so much interested 

in the religious and scientific questions, may exchange for 

THE PLOWSHARE AND PRUNING HOOK. We will send sample 

copies of THE PLOWSHARE AND PRUNING HOOK to our sub­

scribers, and will continue to send them the paper until 

notified that either the one or the other.is preferred. 
Either paper will be sent to new subscribers for one 

dollar per year, or we will send both papers for one dollar and 
fifty cents per year. Let us hear at once from all of our 
subscribers, if pleased or displeased with the change. 

F I N A N C E A N D COMMERCE. 

W O E , W O E , W O E ! ! ! " 

'The Second W o e Is P a s t , a n d t h e Third W o e 
Cometh Quickly ." 

The Revolution -Will It Be Sanguinary? 

We are upon the verge of the greatest struggle the 
world has ever seen, and it is not so far off as many people 
imagine. Among the causes conspiring to precipitate the 
culminating and "third woe," is the condition of the people, 
engendered through thirty years of the most scientific and 
gigantic commercial piracy the world has ever experienced. 
The masses of the people are in debt (to the extent of at least 
forty billions of dollars) to a merciless combination of robbers 
having their centers of operation in Wall Street (New York) 
and Lombard Street (London). This robbery has been ren­
dered possible through the machinations of thirty years of 
political misrule, and protection to the millionaire,—under the 
delusive cry of protection for the "dear people." The polit­
ical nabobs, bankers, and brokers in Congress love to protect 
the "dear people" about as much as General Scott loved "that 
rich brogue" of the Irishman, while running the presidential 
race. 

Our voters are learning the lesson that the poverty of 
the masses of England is not the result of Free Trade, but 
rather of the manipulations of Lombard Street. They are 
also learning that a protective tariff for the millionaire does 
not improve the condition of the wage slave, whose earnings 
are gathered into the coffers of those for whom the cry of 
protection is instituted. Wise (?) men wonder why gold 
goes out of the country. Congress does not know. The 
Secretary of the Treasury does not know why the money 
leaves the treasury, nor can he give any information on the 
subject. The bankers of New York are also ignorant of 
the causes operative to carry the gold out of the country 
and to deplete the treasury. The great daily press can 
give no information to the people regarding the solicitude 
of the legislators of the country, in consequence of inability 
to meet the pressing demands of the plutocratic Shylock. 
The people are beginning to understand that the billions of 
dollars of non taxable government bonds—sold to the bond­
holder for fifty cents on the dollar, at six per cent interest in 
gold, interest payable semi-annually, thus compounding the 
gold debt of thecountry—constitute a good reason for anxiety 
on the part of an administration coming into power at a 
time when thirty years of misrule and robbery of the people 
had exhausted the resources of the nation and depleted its 
treasury. 



1 9 4 T H E F L A M I N G S W O R D . 

The people are beginning to understand that the laws 
providing for the income of the "government" and the protect­
ive tariff remain as they were before the present incumbency. 
There has been no change in the tariff laws, and the legisla­
tion of the past year has not in any way affected the influence 
of trade. The entire financial legislation of the country having 
been, for the past thirty years, under the influence of the 
men who created the National Bank laws in the interests of 
the banking system, it has been carefully arranged that the 
gold be made to flow toward the banks and not into the 
treasury of the United States. The only way out, is for the 
people to issue more six per cent, gold-interest-bearing bonds 
—not to retire the bonds already held by the bondholders, but 
to pay the six per cent semi-annual gold interest. This is 
the struggle of the people, and the occasion of their burdens. 
The voters of the country are rapidly learning the great les­
son that neither tariff nor Free Trade can benefit them while 
the capitalists have so manipulated the legislation of the 
country as to relieve the burdens of the rich, and oppress the 
poor with burdens they cannot carry. 

In the language of the great Republican financier, "The 
great body of the people, mentally incapable of comprehend­
ing the tremendous advantages that capital derives from the 
[plundering banking] system, will bear its burdens without 
complaint, and perhaps without even suspecting that the 
system is inimical to their interests." How long will they 
bear this burden ? Till they get the eye-opener being sub­
mitted to their consideration through the revolutionary press 
of the country, and such other means as will be inaugurated 
to insure the destruction of a banking system expressly 
instituted for plunder. 

"THERE SHALL BE SUCH A TIME AS NEVER WAS, NO NOR NEVER 

SHALL BE." 

"For when they shall say, peace and safety, then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child; and they shall not escape." The millionaires 
have heaped up treasures unto the day of wrath. That day 
is upon us, and the same Christ that condemned the money 
brokers, speculators, and desecrators of God's temple, and 
drove them out with the scourge of small cords, conies again 
to a greater den of thieves and, with a ten thousand-fold 
greater scourge, will apply the lash through the exasperation 
of the masses who are ground down beyond human endurance. 
We would avert the calamity, but the violators of the people's 
confidence will not. We advise peaceable and organic revo­
lution, but the demagogues will not be warned. "We hate 
this prophet," say they; "he prophesies evil against us.'' 
We say to the people, stupefied by legislative hypnotism, 
"Awake from the dead!" and in the thunder tones of demoneti­
zation, we would proclaim the hour of liberty from pluto­
cratic thraldom. Remove the stamp from gold, and destroy 
its power to enslave the people! Remove the stamp from 
gold, and render it worthless (as money), just as the gold 
plutocrats removed the stamp from silver and rendered it com­
paratively worthless as money. Remove the stamp from 
every commodity, and reduce it to its commodity value. 
Give the masses the right and power to possess their own, for 
the coming time! 

When the leading financier of the American Congress 

can say to the bankers of England, speaking of the National 
Banking system of the United States, that "the few who can 
understand the system will either be so interested in its 
profits, or so dependent on its favors, that there will be no 
opposition from that class; while on the other hand, the 
great body of the people, mentally incapable of comprehend­
ing the tremendous advantages that capital derives from the 
system, will bear it burdens without complaint, and perhaps 
without even suspecting that the system is inimical to their 
interests," it is time for Americans to awake and loosen the 
shackles of a tyrannical gold oppression, (in the hands of the 
British money power) that is ten thousand-fold more 
dangerous to American liberty than the military despotism 
which England threatened to fasten upon us. 

There are two classes of people who are satisfied with the 
present monetary system of the country; namely, the bankers 
who made the system for the purpose of enriching themselves 
and enslaving the people, and the people who are too desper­
ately stupid from political hypnotism to comprehend its fatal 
influences upon the national vitality. The people are bur­
dened with their promises to pay the hundreds of millions 
of dollars of obligations in gold to foreign bondholders. 

Americans, assert your rights and cancel the obligation 
in a day! Say to the bulls and the bears: "There is a lion in 
the way; not the British lion, but the lion's whelp." It is the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the power of truth, the precursor 
of righteousness, the asserter of human rights, the organic 
power of that Equitable Commerce that shall correct the 
irregularities of the present iniquitous system of commercial 
activity, and destroy the impulse of an unmerciful competism. 

Let the Government Relieve Itself of the Burden of a 
Congress. 

The government (the people), through its representa­
tives in Congress, had power, in its direst calamity, to create 
the kind of money that carried it through an eventful crisis. 
There were two factors which conspired to make this money 
and its distribution a successful point in legislation. First, 
the discovery that it was a constitutional right, and that 
Congress acted in the emergency upon that right; second, 
that the Government could employ millions of men to accept 
it in payment for their services, demonstrating that other 
millions of men would as willingly accept it to any extent to 
which it was legally constituted money. The circulation of 
this money depended upon two things—first, its issuance by 
the Government; second, the employment of service and its 
payment for that service. If the Government could employ 
millions of men to destroy property, why may it not employ 
millions of men to create and improve property? The obsta­
cles in the way are the Congress of the United States, the 
bankers and money-brokers controlling Congress, and the 
great plutocratic press in the support of both. 

THE FLAMING SwrORD offers the only remedy. Destroy 
the money power by demonetizing fictitious money; then 
provide for the equitable distribution of what the Industrials 
create. This means a thorough organization of the Indus­
trial Army, the economy of their uses, and the equitable dis­
tribution of the products of their industry. 


