
The Flaming Sword. 
''And He placed a e east of the garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword which turned every way to keep 

the way of the tree of life."—Gen. III. 24. 
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F I N A N C E A N D C O M M E R C E . 

" T H I S I S A R I C H M A N ' S P A N I C . " 

BOLSTER UP THE BANKS ! 

C o m f o r t t h e M a s s e s T h r o u g h t h e G r e a t 
P i r a t i e a l I n s t i t u t i o n S u s t a i n e d b y 

G o v e r n m e n t f o r t h e P u r p o s e of 
E n s l a v i n g t h e P e o p l e . 

A contemporary recently said, "This is a rich man's 
panic." The sentiment of the Republican and the Demo
cratic press throughout the country is, that you must eat the 
hair o£ the dog by which you were bitten. This great finan
cial distress in the midst of superabundance has been caused 
by the speculations of rich men, at the bottom of which is the 
murderous banking system run by the rich and supported 
by the pretended representatives of the people. The Ameri
can people are not represented by the Congress of the United 
States; and all the pretended legislation for public relief is, 
first and last, in the interests of monopoly. 

The time for the deliverance of the Israelites from their 
Egyptian bondage came when the oppression became greater 
than they could bear; and this period was reached when 
Pharaoh,—through fear of their numerical strength, and to 
perpetuate their subj u gation,—allowed himself to increase their 
burdens. That was not the accident of oppression; it was the in

evitable operation of the law of retributive justice, which will 
expend its force,in this our day of speculative greed, propor-
tionably to the ratio of cumulative activity. The wailing of 
those who starve and freeze may not reach the proximate ear 
of the rich, who rob the wage slave of tha t which he rightfully 
owns and has earned, but it does reach Him whose ear is some
times open to the cry of the suffering. The source of relief to 
the people is not through the piratical ship of their discon
tent,—the banks. The people of this country are taught 
extravagance, not economy; profligacy, not temperance; the 
abuse, not the appropriate use, of the provisions of nature 
and art. 

The discussion of the relative merits of the mono
metallic and the bimetallic standard of valuation, is a sub
terfuge of the devil to prevent the people from discovering 
the real issue,—the right to an equitable distribution of 
wealth. Every dollar, whether of silver or of gold, is an il
lustration of wasted labor. If the discussion of the money 
question answers any purpose, it is that of demonstrating the 
t ru th that gold would be comparatively worthless, outside of 
its normal relation to nature and art, were it not for the 
government stamp. Because of its scarcity, and the extra 
valuation given it by the stamp because of this scarcity, the 
gold bug can make it the medium through which to enforce 
the bondage of the people. 

How long shall the oppressive power of the merciless 
Shylock grind the face of the poor, before the men, women, 
and children of our land shall cry, " W e have reached the 
limit of the oppression of our task-masters; we can endure 
no longer the burdens you impose"? There can be but one 
remedy;—the equitable distribution of wealth, not by force of 
violence, but through the popular voice. Anarchy, through 
the chaos of disintegration, may prepare the way for the 
coming kingdom,—but only through organic unity can the 
kingdom of righteousness be established. 

T h e F i n a n c i a l S i t u a t i o n . 

A dying person generally has his rallies and his sinking 
spells until death and dissolution finally put an end to the 
deceptive hopes of his friends, who think he is gett ing better. 
Thus it will be with the present financial situation. W e are 
in the beginning of the end. The competitive system has 
done its work well, and is bringing upon itself its own de
struction. We have had the first gust of the coming storm, 
and now there is a lull. "Confidence is returning," say busi
ness men. Very true, a little confidence is returning in the 
worn-out system; people will be persuaded to take their money 
out of hiding and re-invest it. They will be caught again in 
the next gust; and so the game will go on until the climax 
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comes, when all the poor and credulous will have been caught, 
and starvation will stare the masses in the face. Each suc
ceeding sinking spell of the dying system will bring with it 
its consequences, with which the patient will have to contend. 
The first of these we have in the large number of persons 
who have been thrown out of employment by the many fail
ures and by the general dullness of business. These people 
must be fed. None but an idiot will lie down and starve 
while surrounded by plenty. When the struggle for bread 
reaches such a point that those willing to work are un
able to secure either that or sustenance, this so called repub
lic will fall,—and great will be the fall thereof. Let a million 
industrious men and women be forced to starvation,—dem
olition by the wholesale will ensue. The worst feature of 
the situation is this problem of the unemployed. Idleness 
everywhere breeds discontent, and discontent breeds revo
lution. 

Another important feature of the situation lies in the 
gold and silver controversy. Cleveland favors the single 
standard. Were it possible to get a bill through both houses 
of Congress, in favor of the resumption of silver at a ratio of 
sixteen to one or twenty to one, the same Would be vetoed by 
the President. Fancy the probabilities of such a bill passing 
both branches of Congress over the President's veto in the 
face of the strenuous opposition of the gold bugs! In the 
event of Cleveland's death, the case might be different, as 
Adlai Stevenson is generally reputed to be in favor of bimet
allism. Rejecting, however, the newspaper report that Cleve
land is suffering from Bright 's disease, the chances of the 
silver men are very slim. Upon such a good foundation for 
believing that silver will be fully demonetized by the pres
ent Congress, there will be lively times ahead for the people 
of this country on this issue alone. The silver states will 
never submit to being shut out by the gold men. They will 
doubtless be able to carry the Southern States with them. 
"Blood to the bridle" Waite and his colleagues would doubt
less, under these circumstances, make it very interesting for 
Eastern capital—backed by the government—in the event of 
its resistance to Western repudiation of debt. W e com
mend to social economists this interesting factor in the 
existing financial problem. 

The third perplexing difficulty to meet will arise from 
the coming struggle between capital and labor, culminating 
in riots and bloodshed, to which the Homestead incident will 
bear no comparison. There can be no question but that there 
will be a general strike on the railroads in the very near 
future. Such a move was contemplated before the opening 
of the World's Fair, but was deferred by the labor forces 
until the Fair closed, in order that they might not divorce 
public opinion in their fight against great corporate interests. 
The railroad companies have succeeded, by their parsimonious 
policy concerning rates to the Fair, in engendering the well 
merited disapproval of the people in general, which the labor 
leaders well know. Study difficulty number three. 

Here we have three great calamities, the confronting of 
which seems inevitable in the near future. W i t h traffic 
generally suspended all over the country, and business—what 
there is left—generally stopped thereby; with a frightful 
struggle in progress between two great and powerful money 
factions; and with the masses of the people crying for bread 

or work,—we think we will have a situation unequaled by 
France in the early days of Napoleon. He came to the front 
in France's time of trouble. At this epoch, however, the 
world will need thrice a Napoleon, for not only America, but 
Europe, also, will, by that time, be in a state of chaos and 
revolution. The anthropostic world—impoverished in a de
gree by the manifestation, from the race, of the Motherhood 
of God, to come at about this critical juncture—will need, not 
only a consummate general, as was the Corsican, but a cos
mopolite, in touch with all races and conditions of people, 
impulsed by God Almighty to bring order out of chaos. 
People may talk about the millennium and Christ's kingdom, 
but until they embrace the scientific and economic princi
ples of Koreshanity, they will be in ignorance of the future 
in store for the race when the devil is overthrown. Koresh
anity holds—in the person of its Founder—the key to the 
situation. "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet, be
fore the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: 
and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to the fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse."—Charles Jay Maclaughlin. 

What Constitutes the Power of Gold? 

Gold is more money than wheat, silver, or paper, though 
without the government fiat. I t is now the universal money, 
because it is the universal barter commodity. If every gov
ernment on earth were to demonetize gold, it would remain 
the universal barter money of the world. Man did not make 
it, and cannot deprive it of its wonderful money qualities. 
Legal tender money is money which a man must take in pay
ment of a debt due when no other consideration is explicitly 
set forth in the contract. If Congress were to pass a law 
to-morrow to the effect tha t henceforth nothing should be a 
legal tender in this country, when men drew their contracts 
they would stipulate for payment so many grains of gold for 
so much goods, lands, or labor, bought or sold. If this gov
ernment did not furnish them gold coins, or silver ones re
deemable in gold, they would use those of foreign nations, as 
they did at the close of the last century.—Chicago Tribune. 

During the middle ages, when intercourse among what 
are now considered civilized nations was difficult and beset 
by many violent interruptions, making the interchange of 
commodities a very uncertain and venturesome undertaking; 
when information in regard to the probity of commercial 
houses was difficult to obtain, and the communication of in
telligence tedious, absorbing much time, it became customary 
to pay debts by means of gold, also silver. In the course of 
time, that custom was made imperative by the laws of the 
various governments which made these two metals the ex
clusive means of lawful payment. In this manner the ma
nipulation of gold, especially, became the most remunerative 
of all professions. Because gold was at one time the univer
sal barter commodity, is no good reason why it always should 
remain such. If gold were universally demonetized, there is 
no reason why it should remain the universal barter com
modity. The act of man adapted it for that purpose, and by 
the same means it can readily be displaced. 

Legal tender money is not only money which a man 
must take in payment of a debt, but it is also a money which 
a man must pay in the liquidation of debt; in this latter 
feature of legal tender money resides its satanic power. The 



THE FLAMING SWORD. 1 3 1 

millions of farmers and small business men who have been 
ruined during the last twenty-five years, were not ruined be
cause they had to accept legal tender money, but because they 
had to pay it. This view of the subject is hardly ever 
dwelt upon; nevertheless it is deserving of more attention 
than the first phase, because it involves the most serious con
sequences for the great masses of our people. For, while 
making gold the exclusive means of lawful payment, govern
ments could make no provisions by which the necessity thus 
artificially created would meet with an adequate supply. 
Even where governments supplemented the gold with full legal 
tender paper money, they morally assumed an obligation that 
the people should be enabled to obtain it, when needed, with
out suffering any inconvenience or sacrifice. Still, even un
der the most favorable provisions, there is the possibility and 
danger that the legal tender money, whatever its character, 
will be monopolized, thus giving the monopolists an oppor
tunity to victimize the people at large. 

Once, with the aid of bayonets, some of Gen. Putnam's 
volunteers in the Revolutionary W a r induced a store-keeper to 
take some Continental bills at par for supplies. W e have 
not heard of any one of late who was forced, at the point of 
the bayonet, to accept full legal tender treasury notes in pay
ment of debt, rent, or for groceries. The wrong of legal 
tender money does not reside so much in the provision that 
the creditor can be made to accept it, but in the fact that the 
creditor can insist on being paid in it, and that—when the debtor 
is unable to meet a payment in that exclusive means of law
ful payment—he can confiscate all the real wealth the debtor 
may possess, even calling for the bayonets of the govern
ment to back him in consummating the nefarious step. Fiat 
money in its last analysis can always be reduced to bayonets, 
or whatever other weapons are used by robbers and thieves 
to enforce their iniquitous demands. 

The proposition of the Tribune, that if legal tender were 
abolished gold would still maintain its pre-eminence, is absurd 
in the extreme. Gold is not at the present time the univer
sal barter commodity. The commercial exchanges of the 
world are now almost entirely made by checks, gold being em
ployed to the extent of less than five per cent. Suppose, with 
gold demonetized, creditors should mention and specify gold 
in their contracts, what of i t? Such contracts could not be en
forced. Besides, what use would any one, with the exception 
of the dentist and the jeweler, have for gold ? With the aboli
tion of legal tender there would be no necessity for debt. Men 
incur debt now because the existence of legal tender forces all 
payments to be made in that article. Commercial credit, today, 
rests on the supposition that gold can be secured when needed 
for final payment. But this system of credit, based as it is upon 
assumption instead of reality, was bound to result in disaster. 

Credit based upon a promise to pay a volume of gold 
greater than ihe amount of gold in existence, always has ended 
in failure and ruin to commerce and industry, and has aug
mented the possessions and influence of the gold monopolists. 
Ability to pay in commodities would be equal to all transac
tions in commodities, and there could be no disturbances and 
interruptions in a system of commerce based on that principle. 
A labor check currency, representative of all commodities, does 
not require the government stamp to make it good. Every 
other commodity is just as much an embodiment of labor as 

is gold; and there is no reason why they should not serve as 
a basis for commercial exchange checks, as does gold. In in
sti tuting an exclusive means of lawful payment, the govern
ment enacted that all ultimate payments in commercial t rans
actions are to be made in the instrument specified,—gold. 
By this means, all other commodities are made lawless 
quantities so far as the lawful solvency of a debtor is con
cerned. The critical and analytical thinker, in considering 
the money problem, discovers that it is only through the 
influence of the government stamp that gold wields its all-
else-transcending influence, and exercises its despotic power. 
Thus, having traced the power of gold to its source, we realize 
that the exclusive legal tender quality given to gold is directly 
the cause of all the oppression of which the metal is foolishly 
accused. 

The Tribune in another place makes t he statement that, 
on an average, the 25.8 grains of gold (nine tenths fine) 
contained in a gold dollar, has cost a hundred cents' worth of 
labor; but this is begging the question, and is no reason why 
gold should be the only legal tender. Our white metal 
friends of the Rockies will have no difficulty in making out 
quite as good a case for silver. Political economists may 
allude to financial stringencies, involving dullness of trade 
and slackness in production, as merely incidental, fleeting 
phases of economic laws; but the present state of affairs is 
knocking the bottom out of political economy. Some social 
reformers pay but very little attention to the money question, 
saying that it plays but a very subordinate part in the solu
tion of the social problem; yet the money question involves 
the grave subject of wealth distribution. The distribution 
of wealth is now carried on on the basis of gold instead of 
labor. By settling the money question, you solve the labor 
issue. Demonetize gold!—Carl Gleeser. 

Bread Wanted,—not Buncombe! 

Dur ing the decline of Rome, the wreckers of that great 
universal empire supplied the impecunious Roman citizens 
with bread and flattery. The wily American politicians have 
been liberal in dispensing spread-eagle speeches, but as for the 
necessary bread, they have left our "fellow citizens" to provide 
for themselves as best they may. The most ruthless and 
destructive financial and industrial practices have been in
augurated and fostered by despotic legislation; millions of 
our farmers have been buncoed out of their holdings; 
millions more are held in a degrading state of vassalage 
through the instrumentality of mortgages. To cap the climax, 
the same infamous proceeding has overflowed the highways 
and byways of the land, as well as the streets of our cities, 
with many millions of penniless, starving men. The Mayor 
of Chicago claims that there are two hundred thousand un
employed workmen in this city, many of them on the verge 
of starvation. Starving men have been rioting in New York 
City and in Milwaukee; reports from all over the country 
are of a similar tenor. The situation is grave in the extreme. 
Men will not die of starvation with an abundance of food in 
sight; if no provision is made to supply their necessity, there 
is no power in the universe that can prevent them from help
ing themselves. The authorities may be able to dam back 
the current of Niagara, but they cannot hope to restrain the 


