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FINANCE AND COMMERCE. 

T h e R e p e a l of t h e S h e r m a n L a w W i l l n o t A f f o r d 
t h e R e m e d y . 

I t is the sheerest nonsense to attribute the financial crisis 
to the Sherman law. The panic has been intentionally 
created to force the nation into the monometallic standard,— 
and the backbone of the movement is the gold-owning John 
Bull. I t is a disgrace to the American Republic that it 
allows itself to be bullied into a financial scare by the British 
gold cormorant. The American people have taught the 
British Lion two or three lessons in the science of minding 
her own business; and there is another grand tendency to an 
awakening that will culminate in the final discipline for Eng­
land, which she, will never forget. 

The millionaires have hoarded the money; they pro­
pose to maintain the stringency by taking measures to insure 
the possibility of a perpetual corner. 

The day of wrath has reached us; and the hour of pre­
dicted retribution is upon the world: we stand upon the 
threshold of the dawning day. Old things are passing away, 
and "Behold, I make all things new!" 

P L U T O C R A C Y ' S P O S I T I O N . 

Gold and silver should be used and exchanged only for 
their true commercial value. 

The Chicago Board of Trade has adopted resolutions in 
regard to the present critical financial situation, in which 
the entire blame for the sad state of affairs is placed on the 
Sherman law, by which, it says, "a vast increase of a circulat­
ing medium of low value is introduced in commerce, thus 
undermining confidence"; which, of course, is all nonsense. 

Still, a scapegoat has to be found, and silver will serve 
the purpose better than anything else the gold bugs could 
light upon. In this way they will get rid of a rival, while, 
at the same time, they can arrange matters for a new lease 
of power. The Sherman bill, for all that, is not responsible 
for the crash that is already making itself felt. I t is the old 
story of money loaning, with its periodic seasons of ruin. 
The principal goes out to the debtor class in the form of loans, 
then returns in the form of interest to the creditor; is loaned 
out again and again until the debts of the world are from 
twenty to fifty times greater than all the money in existence. 
Then a process of liquidation sets in, and the creditors have 
a rake-off; they gather in railways, breweries, manufactories, 
packing houses, mills, residences, tenements, farms by the 
thousands, etc. After they have made a clean sweep of every­
th ing within their reach, they start a new deal, which, in the 
course of time, must culminate in a way similar to all pre­
ceding operations of that kind. 

Oh yes, the Chicago Board of Trade is in favor of making 
silver the scapegoat; and to offset tha t benevolent step, they 
petition the Congress of the United States "to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to issue and sell, at not less than 
par, $250,000,000 of bonds, payable in gold coin fifty years 
after date, at not exceeding four per cent interest, the pro­
ceeds of such bonds, when sold, to be used at the discretion 
of the Secretary in the redemption of currency notes of any 
class already issued by the government." They also want 
the national bank issue extended to the amount of the fore­
going described bonds, which may be held by them. 

This is the remedy proposed by the Chicago Board of 
Trade. P u t i n plain language, it amounts to this: the people 
are about overwhelmed with financial obligations and are 
rather uncertain and shaky on their legs; so, to steady them, 
it is proposed to increase their burdens to the tune of $250, 
000,000, and give the national banks permission to add a sim­
ilar amount. After that has been done, all will be well. Give 
the patient a hair of the dog tha t has bitten him,—so reads 
the prescription of the Chicago Board of Trade. 

Only fifty to seventy-five years ago, bleeding was the 
orthodox fetich in medicine, and, although by that means 
the majority of patients were murdered, it held sway for a 
very long time. Similar to this, apparently, is the financial 
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fetich, "More bonds!" I t succeeds in killing the patients; that 
is, financially, driving them into bankruptcy—the financial 
graveyard. So long as the financial physicians, the bankers 
and money lenders, fall heir to the estates of the patients, we 
suppose this system of financial practice will dominate the 
world. Of all superstitions, the financial fetich is the most 
destructive. 

Bonds to the amount of $250,000,000, issued at the 
present time for the space of fifty years, at four per cent in­
terest, will eat up the principal twice over. In twenty-five 
years the entire sum will be back in the hands of the money 
lenders, and the interest will have to be paid for twenty-five 
years longer, with nothing to do it with. 

The robbing, thieving contrivance, called legal tender 
money, is the most cunning means of enslaving the world 
that was ever devised in the fertile brain of devils in human 
form. Destroy this ruthless engine of human oppression! 
Demolish the government stamp! Abolish legal tender money! 
—Carl Gleeser. 

The End is Not Yet! 

All indications point to the probability of silver being 
dethroned in the near future. This will strengthen the gold 
power, as one king on a throne is ever more potent than two. 
W i t h the strengthening of the gold power will come a return 
of confidence; consequently, a general improvement in the 
financial situation, and business men will say: " W e told you 
so. I t is thus about once in every seven years. The small 
concerns, which are without real strength, must go to the 
wall at such times, but the large firms, built on sure founda­
tions, are in no danger, unless their methods of business are 
recklessly speculative; then, as times improve, and the coun­
try generally is in a state of confidence, these small concerns 
start up again, and at the end of a stated period, there must 
be another weeding out." 

So, laying this flattering unction to their souls, heeding 
no friendly hand raised in warning, they will go forward to 
their destruction; for the improvement will be only an appar­
ent one. The present system of finance is a dying system, 
and, as a dying man brightens and seems on the road to re­
covery, then suddenly loses all hold on life just when the 
watchers feel most confident that he is about to regain health 
and strength, so will the decaying financial system regain a 
seeming vigor, but in the time of greatest confidence in its 
recuperative powers, will it be suddenly seized with death 
throes, and while the world looks on in horror, its spirit will 
go out forever. 

But the time is not yet. Before many months, we may 
expect to hear taunts of the fallibility of our prophecies re­
garding the approaching end of the old system, we may ex­
pect to see a seeming prosperity in the world of business, we 
may expect to hear more frequent and louder boasts of the 
prosperity of the country at large; but all this will be only 
the last brilliant flicker of an expiring lamp. 

W i t h silver demonetized, the gold men will be all pow­
erful; gold will be dearer than ever before, and it will take a 
correspondingly greater amount of labor to purchase a given 
amount of gold; the agricultural, manufacturing, and mining 
interests of the country will be aggregated into the hands of 

the few gold owners; and the great mass of the people will 
be forced into a state of vassalage. But, scanning the pages 
of history, we see that the cruel delight of the tyrant has evef 
brought nearer the hour of freedom: so will the gold tyrants 
be overthrown by the very conditions they themselves create. 

In the American people is still the blood of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, mixed, indeed, with many streams which give a life 
and color that the rugged Puri tan lacked, but losing nothing 
of its old determination for liberty or death. The sons of 
the hardy pioneers who reclaimed the Western deserts and 
forests, will not tamely sit by while the land for which their 
fathers gave their lives is taken from them. And the men 
who showed to the world how Americans could battle, albeit 
for a mistaken cause, and, at last, a forlorn hope,—after 
a quarter of a century of such noble and patient effort to re­
trieve a mistake as the world never before witnessed,—will 
they, think you, meekly submit to have the fruits of their all 
but hopeless labor devoured by the insatiable gold bug? 

Before long, the conditions in this country will be ripe 
for a greater conflict than the world has any record of, when 
the money of the land will meet in battle the muscle of the 
land,—on one side greed for power, on the other, blind, 
brute desperation. These forces, both unrighteous, will de­
stroy each other. In the meantime, God is preparing a 
people to do his work of reconstruction after the present sys­
tem is destroyed,—a body of people, small, yet growing with 
a healthy growth, living according to laws founded upon the 
immutable laws of the universe, organic, integral,—having 
within itself all the elements of organic existence and per­
petuity. This will constitute the new party which will 
establish in this country a new government, the government 
of righteousness.—E. M. Castle. 

DESTROY THE POWER OF C/ESAR! 

Caesar means fictitious power. The name is therefore 
synonymous with the devil, whose power is purely fictitious, 
built upon the power of God, out of which it comes when the 
God power has declined in the race. God is the creator, 
while the devil is the counterfeiter. Like all counterfeiters, 
he is destined some day to get caught. As declared in the 
Bible, when this day comes and the days of fictitious power 
are ended, Michael will bind the devil so that he may do no 
more mischief. The devil is a good school-master, but when 
graduation day comes to humanity, he is left, for a season, out 
of a job. That day is coming. When the great and dreadful 
day of the Lord comes, the devil crawls into his hole. 

Christ told the Jews to render unto Caesar the things 
which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's. 
The Lord did not believe in adulteration. The metal of which 
coin is made has an intrinsic value, while Caesar's power was 
purely fictitious and presumptive. The Roman senators sud­
denly awakened to this conclusion and put an end to him. 
He was murdered in the house of his friends. This was un­
fortunate for Caesar, but could not be well avoided. The 
people had had enough of Caesar. Today they have had 
enough of fictitious power, but they do not know how to get 
rid of it. They need a Brutus. 

The destruction of Caesar is imperative for the sake of 
peace in society. He has brought upon us all our misery and 
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want. He has taken hold on everything with his fictitious 
claim to power. Wipe him out! 

W h o is there bold enough, with moral courage enough, 
to subdue this power which has ruled for ages? The per­
sonality possessing the science of the wiping out of Caesar 
will be the Saviour of mankind. His extinction is to be easi­
ly effected if we can get at the proper way to accomplish it. 
Like everything else, the right way in this matter is a very 
simple way. "The love of money is the root of all evil." 
The love of money, however, cannot exist unless there be 
some personality found who generates this love. Then again, 
it is necessary to distinctly define what money is and how it 
applies to the various departments of life. Money is the 
thing issued, the circulating medium. I t has its legitimate 
use in all domains. I ts abuse, arising from a love of it, 
must create fictitious valuation. In the domain of sex com­
merce, we find the greatest abuse and the central source of 
the world's miseries. I t was here that man and woman first 
sinned, bringing upon themselves the three curses, which, as 
described in Revelation, are now culminating in the three 
woes. 

As the direct and chief consequence of a violation of 
God's law in the sexual relation, whereby false commercial 
practice was instituted, we have the first curse—the curse upon 
the serpent. The serpent is the type of commercial wisdom. 
If this wisdom is lost, as it must necessarily be if the office 
of the serpent be prostituted, mankind must of necessity 
part with its wisdom in every commercial domain. Hence 
it is not surprising that a love of money in the highest 
domain should have entailed upon us the competitive system, 
fictitious valuations and usury,' which evils will bring upon 
the world its third woe, now impending, resulting in the 
complete overthrow and disintegration of modern society. 
"Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for the miseries 
that shall come upon you." "Ye have heaped up treasure 
unto the day of wrath." This prophecy was the direct out­
come of the curse passed upon the serpent. In secular com­
merce, there is no class of men to be found who so distinctly 
represent serpentine wisdom in its perverted, or fallen,- sig­
nificance, as the bankers. They, above all other men, know 
how to practice the great moral crime of usury. They are 
experts at the business. The first woe has already set in, for 
the tocsin is now sounding the doom of the bankers. The 
banking business as a lucrative calling for the grasping ones, 
has passed into history. 

Through commercial fallacy, a false and fictitious value 
has been placed on women, which is neither complimentary 
nor elevating to them. Men are willing to expend $50,000 
or $100,000 a year on consorts, as a result of the misappli­
cation of commercial law in the sexual relation. The love 
of money is indeed the root of all evil. Fictitious valuation 
pervades every avenue of life. 

In church commerce, the devil has left the impress of 
his work very perceptibly. So called ministers of the gospel 
are paid as high as $50,000 a year for their services. From 
this sum they are graded to $5,000 a year and less. These 
fellows are nothing less than ecclesiastical prostitutes, and 
God's judgment will fall upon them, as it will upon the hypo­
critical rascals who hire them and who masquerade in the 
garb of Christians. The power of Caesar must be destroyed, 

but its demolition involves more than even the best reputed 
students of social reform have ever contemplated. Wi th the 
coming of the financial panic, t h e ^ r e a t leveling process be­
gins. Banking institutions are tumbling, inflated prices in 
real estate values are falling, and great fortunes are necessarily 
diminished thereby. Many large property owners, computed 
to be worth millions, will find their fortunes shrinking to a 
few thousands. As John Roe prophesied, the time will come 
(and it is almost here) when the lease of property may be 
secured by the simple lifting of the latch. Business enter­
prises are failing and congregations are retrenching expenses. 
In one county in Kansas where there were eight ministers, 
the number has been reduced to one, who preaches to the 
combined congregations of the discharged seven. This is a 
healthy sign of the times. W e would suggest economy along 
this line all over the country, and thus decapitate seventy-
five per cent of the most efficient emissaries of the devil to be 
found in this curse-stricken land. The power of Caesar must 
be destroyed in the pulpit. If anywhere it is fictitious, it is 
r ight here. The theological hash dished out as Christ's 
gospel, is enough to give the whole Christian world dyspepsia. 
No wonder that liver pills, pepsin, and other nostrums find 
so ready a market among the millions of patrons of modern 
pulpit pap. 

But with the wiping out of the modern church and of 
usury and usurers in secular commerce, we do not get at the 
central source of the devil's power. Woman must declare 
her freedom. She is doing it. Here is where the commer­
cial principle is first violated, and here is where the love of 
money begins. I t is here that the devil holds greatest 
power—a power supported by the church and by civil law. 
"Thy desire shall be unto thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee," is an edict endorsed by both church and state. W o ­
man must declare her freedom, and rise above masculine 
ownership. She will then absorb the true wisdom of the 
serpent, which, descending to all domains, will finally and 
speedily adjust human relations, and inaugurate the king­
dom of righteousness in earth. Le us begin this campaign 
against the devil in earnest from this time forth! Let 
women be chaste and men pure! Let theological fallacy be 
destroyed by the overthrow of the modern church! Let gold 
be demonetized, legal tender abolished, and competism wiped 
out! Finally, let Christ reign in the hearts of men and 
women, Christian communism be established, and peace 
universal ushered in!—C. J. M. 

Reform With a Vengeance! 

It is reported, by the daily press, that there is a move­
ment on foot, proposed by leading populist- and seconded by 
heavy holders of railway securities, by whic the railways of 
the country are to be gradually nationalized. While we are 
in favor of radical reform in the operation of our transpor­
tation facilities, nevertheless we feel it incumbent upon us 
to protest most strenuously against the consummation of the 
plan proposed. The project, as outlined, requires that the 
government shall, by degrees, purchase the railways at their 
present value; one third in treasury notes, to be issued, and two 
thirds in government bonds which are to bear interest cus­
tomary with government securities. On this basis the rem-


