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FINANCE AND COMMERCE. 

"Whom the Gods Would Destroy They First 
Make Mad." 

There are two gods just now agitating the minds of the 
politicians, and they seem to be making their devotees mad, 
as it would appear, for the purpose of their destruction. 

.These are the silver god and the gold god. Those who 
worship these gods seem to be gett ing very wrathful, with 
a tendency toward a culmination during the coming extra 
session of Congress. 

"The love of money is the root of all evil." I t matters 
not whether this statement originated with one of the early 
followers of the Christ, or with some one having no interest 
in the Christian or any other religious system; the fact re­
mains, that the love of money is the root of all evil. Being 
the root of evil, it was the serpent that constituted the 
original temptation, and, comprising that serpent, it will 
constitute the central conflict in which the old dragon ( the 
devil) struggles for final mastery. "There was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels fought, and the devil and his angels." 
The devil was cast from heaven down to the earth, in the 
vision which John had of the end of the age. The devil 
has now come down to us as predicted, having great wrath. 
He is the money devil; and, as the end of the age is reached, 
this money serpent finds himself in a divided house. 

I t was ordained that Koresh should look into the faces 
of a few hundred people who pose as the conservators of the 
people's interests; they call themselves bimetallists, but are 
called lunatics by their enemies. The honest thinker may 
learn a great lesson from the attitude of these hundreds of 
speculators in silver. The panacea for the laboring masses 
is bimetallism. If gold and silver are both employed as 
money, instead of the single metal, gold, and the silver dollar 
is on a par with the gold dollar, by some hocus-pocus the 
workingman can get it from the millionaire without effort. 
We cannot, for the life of us, see what interest the working-
man has in either monometallism or bimetallism as distinct­
ive representations of labor held by the plutocrat who has no 
interest in labor, except to usurp and appropriate it. 

If gold is called money and is hoarded, or if silver and 
gold are hoarded, or if gold, silver, and paper are controlled 
by the nabob, it is the same to the wage slave; he only gets 
the mere modicum dealt out by the money pirate. In the last 
election the people responded to one, and only one, cry, "De­
stroy the money power." I t was first sent forth by the 
FLAMING SWOBD, and was then taken up by the Democratic 
press. This, and this only, is the demand of the masses. The 
destruction of the money power is but a question of time; 
its destruction does not depend upon tlie Democratic party, 
except as by its perversity it assists in bringing about the 
greatly desired culmination. 

The destruction of the money power is inevitable, and 
the crack of doom is not reserved for 'generations in the 
future. We are upon the threshold of the great day of 
wrath; and Belshazzar's knees shake as he sees the hand­
writing upon the wall, though he whistles, through the sub­
sidized press, to keep up his courage. 

What Creates the Money Stringency? 

I t is the power of combined wealth to enslave labor. 
There are a good many millionaires. If the millionaires have 
amassed the billions of money issued, it must necessarily be 
out of circulation. If a few men accumulate the wealth, 
they do so to hold it, not to give it away. I t has taken these 
thir ty years to gather up the money put into general circula­
tion during the war; now that it is gathered in, the masses 
are destitute. If a man becomes a billionaire, or nearly that, 
it means that the people are deprived of that amount. This 
means hard times for the people, regardless of the bountiful 
provision of nature and industry. The remedy for the evil, 
and the only remedy, is the distribution of wealth. This the 
people have the power to accomplish. I t need not be done 
by a violent revolution; violence may come, and will come 
when the few rich drive the masses to desperation, but the 
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revolution need be only peaceable if the millionaires will 
unlimber their selfishness, free the wage slave, and relinquish 
to the wage worker the proportion of his earnings robbed 
from him by the greed of the money cormorant. 

We are nearing the crisis of the ages. This is the end of 
the Christian dispensation. We are about entering upon the 
Koreshan, or Aquarian, age, and at this crisis the money­
changers will be driven from the temple and their exchange 
tables overthrown, as typified by the Lord in the symbolic 
temple at Jerusalem. That was a type, or figure, of what it 
is in the divine purpose to accomplish for the world, with 
those who have made the House of God, the humanity, a den 
of thieves. The millionaires have heaped up treasures unto 
the day of wrath. The day of wrath is upon us, and the 
"calamity howlers" who predicted the destruction to come at 
the end of the age will, by and by, be honored for their pre­
science in the knowledge they possessed and the declarations 
they made regarding the closing of the Christian age and the 
ushering in of the new, golden, and crowning age. 

The working people of the world have earned the wealth 
hoarded by the millionaires; let them take it, but take it by 
legislation, not by riot nor by bloodshed. 

The Silver Conspirators. 

The absolute demonetization of silver is aimed at by the 
gold despots because they wish to reign supreme in the 
material affairs of man. They have not scrupled to make 
use of any and every means, no matter how dishonest or dis­
graceful, to attain their end. 

This much admitted, in what respect do the silver 
despots differ from the objects of their indignant denuncia­
tion? Do they remonstrate and protest against tlie iniqui­
tous advantage and pre-eminence that the laws of the land 
confer upon gold? By no means. Their efforts are not 
directed for the removal of this unjust privilege from gold, 
but for the purpose of sharing in the benefits that accrue 
through its operation. To read the literature of the silver 
advocates, tha t is now being scattered broadcast over the 
land, the thoughtless reader will conclude that the free 
coinage of silver is the panacea for all the ills that infest the 
body politic. 

We will not deny that it will temporarily ease matters; 
but it will only stave off the final conflict that must come 
between the producers and the monopolists. W h a t is there 
to hinder the monopoly of silver in the same way tha t gold 
has been monopolized? Of course the silver men must make 
out a case before the people, to successfully enlist their co­
operation in replacing silver in its former station of bar­
baric grandeur and eminence by the side of gold. For this 
reason they pose as champions of the people's rights. They 
elaborate lying statements for the purpose of leading the 
people into the belief that bimetallic countries are prosper­
ous beyond compare, and that, if the advice of the silver 
philanthropist be followed, a correspondingly flourishing 
state of affairs will ensue at home. 

If the majority of our voters were even partially informed 
as to the actual condition of the financial affairs of South 
American republics, of India, China, France, etc., the silver 
advocates would not be quite so bold in their unwarranted 

assertions regarding the prosperity that follows the use of 
silver as a money metal. If the gold despots are greedy, so 
are the silver despots greedy. There is no more virtue in the 
monetization of silver than there is in the monetization of gold. 
If the exclusive monetization of gold is wrong (it is wrong), 
then, by including silver in that unjustifiable privilege, it 
still remains a wrong; by no method of reasoning can two 
wrongs make a right. 

The monetization of one or two commodities, by which 
they are made the exclusive means of lawful payment, is the 
greatest crime of the ages. The conspiracy which is now 
about to come to a head was concocted during the civil war. 
Silver did not amount to much as a factor in politics at the 
time of its demonetization, but the unprecedented increase 
in the production of that metal, due to discoveries made sub­
sequent to '73 ( the date of silver demonetization), reduced 
its proportionate value to other commodities, until the com­
modity value of the amount of silver contained in a silver 
dollar is worth less than fifty-four cents. 

If the silver men do not sail under false colors, but 
really and truly have the people's interests at heart, let them 
demonstrate it by joining the steadily augmenting numbers 
who propose to place not only silver but all other commodi­
ties on an equality with gold, by demonetizing the latter, 
thus making all commodities, all forms of human service, 
equally, means of lawful payment, legal tender. Repeal the 
Sherman bill! Demonetize gold! Demolish fhe government 
stairp!—Carl Gleeser. 

Small Rewards of Labor a Blessing. 

» Agricultural products are lower, but this is rather a 
blessing than otherwise, for if our products are not taken, 
gold will be exported.—Ex. 

An English authority estimates that the interest 
and profits—usury—from English investments in America 
last year, were seven hundred and twenty-seven million dollars, 
or more than twelve dollars for every man, woman, and child 
in the country. Add to this more than a billion paid in taxes, 
and many billions more paid in rent, usury, and the other 
means of extorting money from honest labor, and marvel at 
the insanity, if it were not diabolism, that , under our hell-
born competitive system, speaks of the low price of the prod­
ucts of labor as a blessing. 

If it is in any sense a blessing to enslave men with a 
slavery that will not allow the toiling producer as much of 
the proceeds of his own labor as the African slave of the • 
past generation received, but condemns him to a servitude in 
which his master has no interest in his well-being, as had the 
slave-holder in his human chattel,—not even enough to see to 
it that he has food and clothing, aud shelter sufficient to keep 
him healthy and strong for labor,—then low prices for labor's 
products, under the present system, is a blessing. If to rob 
men of their farms and factories and productive wealth, and 
turn them into beggars by means of usury aud extortion, is 
a blessing, then low prices for the avails of labor is a bless­
ing, and Jew bankers and their allies, and the men who make 
tramps and beggars and, often, criminals, are public benefac­
tors. 

But what ought to be said of a people who not only 
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subject their industrious citizens to the idle and lazy and 
luxurious of their fellow citizens, but so shape their laws and 
usages as to subject them to the same idle class in other 
countries, making hard their bondage and heavy their- rob­
bery, to prevent the deportation of a commodity they have 
endowed with more than imperial powers of taxation and 
spoliation ? The smaller the price received by the industrious 
producer, the heavier the burden imposed by the usurer and 
extortioner, and the sooner, and more inevitably, the honest 
laborer is turned into a miserable pauper and tramp, of 
whom the Rev. ( ? ) Kugler of Hoboken says, "All we owe a 
tramp is a funeral," and the pious and benevolent Mary 
Livermore, if the newspapers tell the truth, says: "Tramps 
have no claims on human sympathy. When they invade 
my house and ask for bread, I bid them begone without 
ceremony. The hand of society must be against these 
vagrants—they must die off; and the sooner they are dead 
and buried, the better for society." 

The society that, by unjust and cruel monetary con­
ditions, turns its industrious citizens into tramps and beggars, 
is doomed and damned, and only waiting for the execution 
of the righteous sentence. The religion that gives its sanc­
tion to such monumental injustice is booked for certain 
destruction, along with the perverted and cruel state to 
which it gives character and strength. 

Now is the time for the advent of the new heavens and 
the new earth (new church and new state) in which dwelleth 
righteousness. To make way for it, gold must and will be 
demonetized. Money must be destroyed.—0. F. L. 

Tweedledum and Tweedledee. 

Will the American people ever awaken to the injustice 
which is heaped upon them by the trading and bartering 
which has proceeded and is proceeding between the banks and 
the United States government? The banks had the govern­
ment on its knees a few weeks ago, and now the government 
is retaliating by forcing the banks to pay gold for currency 
of small denomination. W e have a very dignified govern­
ment to be sure! Such facts as we now mention should arouse 
the people to av consciousness of their insecurity, and suggest 
the necessity of providing a financial system that would make 
it impossible for a few plutocrats to intimidate the govern­
ment, and impossible for them to precipitate a crisis. Govern­
ment money issued direct to the people without intrinsic value 
would solve the problem, for it would do away with the bank­
er and would give us money of a commodity perfectly val­
ueless in commerce, and therefore undesirable for the purposes 
of the plutocrat who wishes to corner the money market to 
enrich himself.—The Progressive Age. 

There is a pressing necessity for a financial system that 
will make it not only impossible for a lot of bankers to intim­
idate the government and to plunder the people, but that 
will also make it impossible for the government to exercise 
arbitrary powers in the issuance of the currency. Remember, 
the power that is'so shockingly abused by the banks is vested 
in them by the government. I t would be well, then, to 
divest government of all the features and powers by which 
it bestows special privileges upon the few to the detriment of 
the many. The editor of the Age seems to think that money 
is hoarded at the present time because it possesses intrinsic 
value, and that there would be no hoarding of money were 

intrinsic value entirely eliminated from it. We cannot agree 
with the esteemed editor of the Age. W e do not think that 
money is hoarded because it is gold; on the contrary, we be­
lieve that gold is hoarded because it is money. This may 
seem a trivial distinction to the superficial reader, neverthe­
less, on critical examination, it will be found to be a differ­
ence of vast importance. Treasury notes, or greenbacks, are 
hoarded quite as much during the present stringency as are 
the gold dollars. Treasury notes are certainly not hoarded 
because of the material of which they are composed. Debt­
ors find it quite as difficult to obtain treasury notes as to ob­
tain gold dollars. Treasury notes of a certain enumeration 
will pay as large a debt as an equal number of gold dollars. 
Evidently, the people who hoard treasury notes do so because, 
by so doing, they can gain an advantage over their fellow 
citizens. I t is hardly possible that gold would be hoarded 
were it not money, but money, even though purely fiat paper 
money, will always be hoarded for the very same reason for 
which it is being hoarded at the present time. 

The question may be asked, what reason can any one 
have for cornering an article that is devoid of all intrinsic 
value? Another question, no less pertinent, is also in order: 
why should large numbers of merchants, business men, farm­
ers, mechanics, etc., strain every nerve at the present time to 
obtain treasury notes or any other recognized means of law­
ful payment? Among the many failures announced daily 
by the large daily newspapers, the majority have been caused, 
not by lack of wealth, of real value, but by scarcity of money, 
—the exclusive means of lawful payment. Real wealth, with 
the exception of gold coin and a limited quantity of coined 
silver, is not a means of lawful payment; it is a lawless quan­
tity except to the extent that the owners of money are will­
ing to recognize it; it is reduced to that condition through 
the legislative action of government that introduces and spec­
ifies an exclusive means of lawful payment. 

The imposition of taxes, as well as the present methods 
of business, necessitates all ultimate payment in money—the 
exclusive means of lawful payment, legal tender; if the pay­
ment is not forthcoming, the debtor is placed at the mercy 
of the creditor to be dealt with as the latter sees fit, even to 
the debtor's entire impoverishment. This result will be as 
possible under the hegira of a purely exclusive fiat paper 
money as it is under the present mixed system of a partial 
gold, silver, and treasury note money. The solution of the 
money question is the most vital problem of the times. I t 
should be solved for all ages. We trust that the Progressive 
Age will consider this subject, on the lines pointed out by the 
SWORD, and reconsider its position in favor of an exclusive 
fiat paper money issued directly by the government. We are 
satisfied that a thorough and critical analysis of all the ele­
ments involved will bring the Age in line for the abolition of 
a special legal tender money of any and every kind.—Carl 
Gleeser. 

Now is the time for all good, true, and brave men, who 
love home and cherish the spirit of t ruth, to rally their 
forces and unload these tricksters, imposters, and frauds, who 
are loading down the reform movement, to its utter ruin.— 
New Era. 
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Flie Triumph of Justice. 

Disheartened and weary as many of the world's toilers 
are, on account of the many failures which they encounter in 
their efforts for deliverance from the thraldom to an arrogant, 
cannibalistic capitalism, there is a star of hope in the increas­
ing concentration of industry. Monopoly will die by its 
own hand. I t will defeat itself, for the good and sufficient 
reason that when all branches of industry and enterprise 
have become monopolized, the conditions that make a monop­
oly profitable will have disappeared. 

When we examine the various remedies that have been 
proposed during the last twenty-five years for rectifying the 
many wrongs of which the laborer is the victim, we are not 
very much surprised that these efforts have failed to give relief, 
directed as they have been at effects instead of causes. 

To successfully combat the encroachments of an omniv­
orous, greedy set of trusts, requires a comprehensive grasp of 
the methods and means by which the few have succeeded in 
possessing themselves of all the avenues of production and 
exchange. The FLAMING SWORD has pointed out, contin­
uously, that the MONEY TRUST is the base and foundation of 
every other grievous wrong; but the workingmen are, 
apparently, so much enamored of their own insufficient, 
impotent pet measures that they are incapacitated to 
take that action which would result in the overthrow of 
the capitalistic cormorant. 

Were it not for the boundless ambition and greed of the 
captains of industry, there would be little hope for an early 
adjustment of social inequalities, but no achievement, however 
profitable, can satiate them; consequently, they are about to 
overreach themselves. They aspire at omnipotence and they 
will almost reach the goal of their ambition, but only to be 
hurled from that eminence to make room for those who will 
lead the people into the highest possibilities of human felicity. 

I t is said, give a thief enough rope and he will hang 
himself. The money oligarchy is striving to obtain plenty 
of rope and we hope it will succeed. The evils flowing from 
the money trust are being unnecessarily prolonged, through 
the efforts of well-meaning but short-sighted people to 
modify them and make them less burdensome. The ab­
solutism of gold has to come; it is inevitable, and the sooner 
it comes the more quickly we will be done with it. Remem­
ber, gold proposes to monopolize the government stamp, by 
virtue of which it becomes the exclusive means of lawful 
payment, thus outlawing all other commodities, and, through 
the potency of the government stamp, gold will dominate the 
world. 

The government stamp is the symbol of an idea, the 
visible emblem of a sentiment, of a trait among men; it 
represents the di-qiositi m that many—yes, almost all—men 
have to enslave their fellows. The government stamp is the 
insignia of despotism. T i e money despotism is coming to a 
head; and the more we try to delay the process by adverse 
legislation, the longer will it continue, and the more misery 
will it produce. Then let us hasten, the hoar of deliverance, 
by parmitt ing the system dominate! by greed to come to 
maturity. Before the reign of justice can come, we must 
have a harvest of the past. 

The introduction of the millennium must be preceded by 

the destruction of the government stamp, the demonetization 
of gold. We are now come to the time which St. John fore­
saw at Patmos, and which is recorded in Revelation: "And 
that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, 
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." The 
most destructive of all evils of these present times is the en­
actment that makes money the exclusive means of lawful pay­
ment, thus making it a tool for the spoliation and enslave­
ment of the many. It is the stronghold of all oppressors. 
To achieve the triumph of justice, demonetize gold!—Carl 
Gleeser. 

Cut Loose From the Banks ! 

Having eyes, the people see not the coming catastrophe, 
and, having ears, they hear not the words of warning sent out 
by the SWORD, which for years has sounded the bugle note of 
warning anent the financial crash which has now come in 
all its fury. W e warn them again to CUT LOOSE FROM THE 
BANKS before it is too late. Large corporations and heavy 
capitalists are gett ing out, which brings the disaster on the 
poor and unsuspecting. I t is the withdrawal of heavy depos­
its that is causing the banks to fail. The rich know what 
is coming, and propose to force the gold issue by leaving the 
masses in bankruptcy. Pull out!—C. J. M. 

The Plague of Money. 

The momentous issue to be decided by the people of 
this country is not confined to a mere decision of the rela­
tive advantages of a double standard of gold and silver versus 
the single standard of gold. By no means! Far more than 
this is involved. The struggle apparently precipitated be­
tween gold and silver is, in reality, a conflict between honest 
and equitable commerce as against a fictitious, fraudulent 
commercialism, involving the piratical factor, —the govern­
ment stamp. 

The first step at present possible for deliverance from 
the clutches of the exclusive legal tender money Moloch, is 
evidently the repeal of the Sherman bill, the ousting of sil­
ver from the unwarranted eminence due to monetization, 
and its reduction to a condition of equality with all other 
commodities. If silver is demonetized, absolutely, it will 
largely reduce the number of people in favor of exclusive 
monetization, and thus aid materially in strengthening the 
cause of equity; on the other hand, should the silver men 
prove successful, not only in maintaining their present van­
tage point, but also by obtaining the r ight of unlimited 
coinage at the present ratio of sixteen of silver to one of 
gold, they would at once oppose every other proposition in­
tended for the financial improvement of the general public. 
But should Congress repeal the Sherman bill, thus reducing 
silver to a level with all other commodities, it will bring out 
the enormity of an exclusive means of legal payment—legal 
tender money—in such a startling and disastrous degree 
that the most stupid will be brought to grasp its iniquitous 
import. The suffering inflicted will be very great; still, as 
it will bring home to the people the diabolism of exclusive 
legal tender money in its most oppressive form, they will 
quickly repudiate this monstrous wrong, thereby making the 


