The Flaming Sword.

“And He placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword which turned every way to keep
the way of the tree of life."—Gen. IIL. 24.
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Questions Submitted by a Student of Koresh-
anity and Answered Authoritatively.

We take great pleasure in auswering the following
questions for a recent inquirer, though we have answered
them many times in the Guiping Star and the Frayixe
Sworn:

“The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life” (lives): “‘and man became a living
soul.” W hat is it for man to become a living soul?”

Le-nephesh chiyah or hiyah. The word nephesh is the
term employed for soul, and hiyah forliving. There are two
words in Hebrew, kiyah and ruah, which correspond to psyche
and prewma in Greek; but in the Fnglish renderings they
are improperly employed more or less interchangeably.
They have two radically distinct meanings, and should never
be used to express the same thought. Without entering in-
to an etymological analysis of the terms nephesh and ruah,
we distinctly aver that nephesh is applied to designate the
spirit of the blood, and ruak the spirit of the nerve. Both
words signify the act of breathing, by any kind of animal
life (man or beast), and unless it is known that the blood
and the nerve each has its own system of respiration, the
term breathing might be regarded as having allusion only to
that which is commonly known as respiration.

The distinction should always be maintained between
the idea of man as a living soul (nephesh chiyah or hiyah)
and the mortal man who was no more a living soul after his
fall and departure from the Garden. Man is not now a liv-
ing soul. The breathing life which he possessed after re-
spiring from God he was deprived of through human declen-
sion; but, through the power of the Christ, he will be restored
to the state attained before the recidivation, and, from a
mortal and corruptible being, he will become immortal and
incorruptible. The mortal man is one who dies and is
buried, the body passing to decay. The immortal man is one
who, like the Lord Christ, did not see a corruptible dissolu-
tion; whose body passed out by translation or theocrasis, in
which it became the Spirit (Hebrew, ruah, or Greek, pnewma).

The development of God, in the ascending ratio of his
perpetuity, is from humanity. I may illustrate this by the
generation (production) of Jesus the Christ who, through
many re-embodiments from the humanity, *was made perfect
through suffering,” and became “the Lord of Glory.” After
becoming perfect—and, from the infancy of Jehovah, reach-
ing the maturity of the Godhead, attaining the point of
overcoming death and the corruptibility of the body—he be-
came the quickening Spirit, or “Holy Ghost” (pnewma) as it
is denominated. IHe dissolved his body by theocrasis, and
made of that body the spiritual substance which became
the respiratory sabstance of those who inbreathed (inspired)
it. That inspiration (inbreathing) was the beginning of the
regeneration (reproduction) which will result in bringing
forth fruit like Jesus the Christ, that is, the sons of God.
These sons will be the restoration of the living souls who,
in the beginning of the cycle of Mazzaroth, were the living
(immortal ) souls into whom the breath of God was breathed.
ssible, let me state this in more explicit terms. If the
personal Jesus had not been here as a material substance,
there could not have been the operation of what was called
the Holy Spirit as a spiritual substance. The Holy Ghost
or Spirit could be produced or generated because there was a
substantial body to dematerialize and produce the Spirit.
This Spirit—the product of the dissolving of the Lord’s ma-
terial body—was the breath of God inspired by the apostles
and disciples of our Lord. There is coming another baptism.
This spiritual afflatus or outbreathing from the Lord God
must proceed from another personal manifestation, because
the Lord never baptizes the warld but through his personal
presence. The great lesson needed to be learned by human-
ity is the manhood of the Lord God.

“Where did Adam get his God nature and his animal
nature?”  Just where Christ, the second Adam, obtained it.
God possesses both the God (man) and animal character-
istics. God's (man’s) Spirit is the ascending Spirit of the
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Gtod-man, the man-God. The animal Spirit of God is his
descending Spirit. “Who knoweth the spirit of the man
that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast” (animal—the
animal part of man) “that goeth downward?” The Lamb or
ram of God was God's animal nature. It is this descending
Spirit that becomes the salvation of the animal (sensual) part
of man and, by transformation, converts the animal spirit of
man to the ascending man spirit. God is the origin of all
animal life, but the animal life of God as it descends into
man becomes inverted and perverted; for “if a seed does not
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone.” “I form the
light, T create darkness. T make peace, and I create evil.
I'the Lord do all these things.”” He does one by his volun-
tary, and the other by his involuntary power, becaunse both
the voluntary and the involuntary principles obtain in God as
they do in man. When God creates light, darkness proceeds
as an involuntary quality. When the Lord voluntarily ere-
ates good, evil involuntarily proceeds. It is thus that the
Lord God is the source of both.

“T want to know how the God-man, Jesus Christ, was
produced, and how he was planted in the rac It must
first be understood that man is the circumference and en-
vironment of the spiritual world, which is in man. When
man becomes ontwardly perfect he is the temple of God, for
God dwells in him. When the hnmanity is sinful it forms
an outer chaotic crust, into which the inner humanity does
not shine (illumine), hence it is a chaotic sphere which im-
mediately surrounds and encloses the orderly arrangement
of God’s internal kingdom. Where the interior penetrates
into this chaotic crust of the exterior, this chaos of the sen-
sual humanity begins to be transformed, and from it the Son
of God appes He is then dissolved, and flows back into
the race by the operation of the Spirit to which he is trans-
posed and transubstantiated. e was planted in the race by
being converted to Holy Spirit, and by the reception of that
Spirit by those who were prepared to receiveit. It was through
this operation of the Spirit that they partook of his substance
and fulfilled his saying: “Except ye eat the flesh and drink
the blood of the Son of man, ye have no life in you.”

“If the personality of Jesus went into Peter, how could it
be transferred to anyone till the death of Peter?” The descent
of the Holy Spirit was by three degrees primarily; namely,
through John, James and Peter. Through John descended
the celestial degree, through James, the spiritual, and through
Peter, the natural. The Spirit of the Lord descended into-
his (Peter’s) body just as the spirit of the brain descends into
the vidual body of the man. The essences of the brain that
pass through the fibres of the dura mater converge to the
crista galli (cock’s crest) of the ethmoid bone, pass down
through its three developing centers, and thence deposit, snc-
cessively, all the bones of the body. By another triplex
channel, other fluids of the brain pass down into the body to
form the softer substance and fissue. The Spirit of the Christ,
which was the Spirit of truth, did not stop with these, es-
pecially with Peter, who represented the truth, for he, having
the truth from the Lord, could declare it, and by it the psy-
chic and pneumic energies passed on to others without the
death of the apostles. Theso called revivals in the Methodist,
Baptist, and other churches, are the result of the psychic and
pneumic energies generated in the religious excitement of

these hodies, which eonstitutes a surplus energy that passes
over to obhers and brings them under the same or a correspond-
ing influence. It is not the Holy Spirit which operates in
these revivals, but a very unholy and deceptive spirit, for it
attempts to convince the people that they are born of God,
while the fact is they are in the gall of bitterness, and under
the bond of iniquity, but do not know it. . Peter received the
most natural part of Jesus, therefore he represented the most
natural descent of the Lord’s ego through the age or dispen-
sation. When Peter awakes he is the first one to proclaim
the new gospel as the Messenger of the Covenant.

“What prepared the people to receive this baptisin?” In
a word, circumeision. In the institution of circumecision
God pointed to, and made it possible for the Christ to come.
The rite of circumeision conserved that special energy which
aggregated in the Messiah. The people were looking for the
Lord to come, and when he came they knew the sign, for
they had carefully consulted the prophets. When John
came they believed him, and knew the Christ. The recep-
tive spirif, made receptive through the laws of its develop-
ment to that end, prepared them for the divine afflatus.

“When the seventy, and the three t housand, re od the
baptism, what did they receive?” They received the sub-
stance of the Lord’s body that had been converted by
spiritual combustion to Holy Spirit. If we take a match, a
wooden substance, ignite it and consume it by fire, and then
absorb the heat of that fire, what do we receive? We receive
the substance of the mateh, converted by fire to the
spiritual or energy substance. The Spirit from the Lord’s
body is just as munch a substance as heat and light
are the substance of the matech. 1In the galvanic
battery the zinc—if we speak of the battery having
zine for its negative element—is decomposed and converted
to the electric curzent. This current may be conveyed to
the body of any person, and diffused through him as energy.
It is the zinc in electrical solution. So in like manner the
spirit of the mind can be transmitted and diffused. When
the mind is very active the cells of the brain are active in
their contraction and expansion. As elaborators of energy
they are more proficient in the generation of energy
when more active, and because the substance conveyed to
them is more abundant more substance is consumed,
hence a surplus of energy is generated, and more can be
communicated.

What did Jesus mean chen he said: “this day shalt thou
be with me in paradise?” Paradise is the garden where
God plants his seed. Jesus was buried in the garden as a
type of his burial in the race —God's garden. The thief was
a type of the repentant church, those of the Jews who ac-
cepted him. They were planted together in’ death with the
Lord Christ.

“What is mind?" It is the substances of affection and
intellection; the one centering in the will, the other in the un-
derstanding. Itis made up from the material substances taken
into the body and brain through the various channels of
supply to the organic structure. Through the blood and
nerves it flows into the cells of the brain, and in the vito-

alchemical operation the mind is elaborated. Spiritual sub- -

stance is also constantly flowing into the cells or corpuscles
of elaboration from interior sources, and the interblending
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of these substances elaborates mental energy precisely as the
galvanic battery or the dynamo generates the electric cur-
rent. The light (intelligence) and the heat (love) of the
mind comprise the fire of the mind, and these two—the
light and the heat of the mind—correspond to the light
and the heat of the sun.

“Can mind exist without matter? No. Mind and mat-
ter are co-ordinates. Matter is the matrix of mind. If all
the matter in the universe could be destroyed there would
be no mind.

“In the hwman organism, where is the mind?” Every-
where in the body; but its citadel is the brain, and its throne
and altar are the brain centers. Take for instance the body
of Christ—the church as it was in the beginning of the age,
when it was declared to be the body of Christ—composed of
many members. Where was the mind of that body? It
was supremely in Jesus, secondarily in his apostles, and less
positively and intellectually in succeeding disciples; but the
mind of Christ was everywhere in his body. So the mind of
any person is correspondingly throughout his body.

“In the beginning of the Christian dispensation there
were twelve apostles and one Christ. In this age the Christ
will be multiplied, and as there was one son of God in that
age, in this age there will be thousands of sons of God. Does
that mean that the one hundred and forty-fowr thousand sons
of God will be one hundred and forty=four thousand Chrisi
“Saviours shall come up on Mount Zion." These s
are the sons of God, who are anointed. Messiah, Christos,
anointed, are three words of different languages meaning the
same thing. .[Psus was the anointed Shepherd. Christ or
Messiah means anointed. They are one hundred and forty-
four thonsand anointed ones, and if anointed with power fo
anoint, then they are Christs or Saviors; that is, divinely
appointed and commissioned teachers. But before these sons
shall come, in whom are to be manifest the fathers, there
must be one anointed who shall inangurate the flame. This
Shepherd, Messiah, Christos, or anointed one must be ap-
pointed through the law of development; he will have the
intellectual powers of discovery and organic force with which
to bring order out of chaos, harmony from discord, and
life from death.

What is meant by the text, “He shall turn the heari of
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to the
fathers?” The resurrection of the dead is the conjunction
of the regenerated (re-created) man with the interior and,
to the outer sense, invisible fathers. It is also the restora-
tion of the once visible fathers by reincarnation. The in-
carnation of Jesus was the restoration of Abraham; the
resurrection of the father Abraham in the son. The heart
of the father was turned to the child, and the heart of the
child to the father, as Jesus declared: “I and the Father are
one.” To turn the heart of the fathers to the children, etc.,
is to bring down the gods, the elohim, conjoining them with
the sons who are coming up in the resurrection to meet
them, that the fathers and the sons may be one, as the
Father and Jesus the Lord were one. “I am in the Father

and the Father in me,” said Jesus.
-

For a man to conquer himself, is the finest and noblest
of all victories.—Plato.

“The Letter Killeth, But the Spirit Giveth Life.”

The Word is supposed to, somehow, contain two prinei-
ples, namely, the letter and the spirit. With such as have
been eritical enough to study the purport and com
importance of the two, the letter of the Word is less in
portant than what is erroneously called its spirit. If the
letter of the word be true and was given to the world for
use, it could only have been imparted for the purpose of ac-
complishing that for which it was sent, and that, according
to the text or verse quoted, was to perform the work of kill-

ing.

In the consideration of this mportant
question is, What is the Word? “In the he-
gining was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” Jesus the Christ, then, this Word. What
is the letter of this Word, and how does it kill?  What is the
Spirit of this Word, and how does it make alive? The prin-
ciples of the letter were manifest in the person of the Lord,
and the power of destruction was exerted to kill the old man.
This was by a process of overcoming throngh which the old
the last
, which

ject, the fir
The answer i

carnal nature was utterly eliminated and destroye
act being to kill the Word or Christ on the cro
could not have been accomplished had not the Word been
literally (according to the letter) manifest. By the killing
of the Word—acts dependent upon the Lord’s obedience in
every principle of obedience, even the death npon the cross—
it was made possible to generate the Spirit throngh which
could be made alive and immortal that which had been erad-
icated or killed out of the mortal or conseentively dying.
According to the statement of the text, it is not the Spirit
of the Word that kills the old man, but the letter.

When the letter has performed its work and has des-
troyed the man of sin in each, then the Spirit performs its
work of making alive. If we wish to build a house upon a
piece of land upon which already stands an old structure, the
old building has to be torn down to make room for the new;
soin building the house of God upon the soil of the sensual
life, that life has to be destroyed. This is done only by the
letter of the Word, which means by the literal manifestation
of the Word (God) who shall teach anew the law and
guide us into the fellowship of the sons of God, enabling us
through him to kill the old man that we may be resurrected
into the life of the new man by the Spirit which reneweth
or maketh alive.— Victoria.

-

Can We Know All Things?

Koreshans claim the right and the possibility of attain-
ing all knowledge, the science of the universe, the God wis-
dom. We are the only people in the world who claim this
possibility, at least with a reasonable conviction of being soon
able to realize it and demonstrate it to the world. We base
our claim to this right on the promises of the Lord Jesus,

who said, “Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the

kingdom of God.” “For nothing is secret that shall not be
made manifest; neither anything hid, that shall not be known
and come abroad.” We rest our possibility of reaching this
wisdom on the regenerating work in us of the Holy Ghost
given us by the baptism from Jesus, and also on our own
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