
i 

The Flaming Sword. 
%iAnd He placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword which turned every way to keep 

the way of the tree of life."—Gen. III. 24. 
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T h e O n l y S a l v a t i o n of ou r Po l i t i e s w i l l be t h e 
P u r i f y i n g I n f l u e n c e of t h e H o l y Spi r i t . 

The republican party has controlled our national politics 
for about thirty years. It has been a party of taxation and 
profligacy. It is claimed by republicans that great prosperity 
has attended our progress, and that it is due to what the 
party is pleased to call protection. Ours is a country of un
exampled resources, and it would be a very difficult matter 
for any party, watched by an opposing power, to so prostitute, 
pervert and corrupt the avenues of exchange as to render it 
anything bat prosperous. Under thirty years of free trade 
the nation might be ten times as prosperous as in the past 
thirty, and still furnish no proof that prosperity does not de
pend upon the conspiration of many other influences. Tax-
atiofi and prosperity, while concomitants, are not necessarily 
interdepend ents. 

England is a ufree trade" country, but cannot be accused 
of not being a prosperous one. Her commercial interests 
and powers are second to none. No nation can boast of 
greater prosperity than England, unless it be the United 
States. What is it that gives to England her commercial 
greatness? Her free trade unquestionably comprises one 
factor of her unbounded commercial success and power. 
"But," say the republicans, "England's industries are not 
protected; therefore her working people are impoverished." 
The laboring masses of England are impoverished because 

they are robbed of the proceeds of their industry by the men 
in England who—like those in our own country—cry "pro
tection," not because they are interested in the wage worker, 
but because, through their robbery of the wage earner, 
they can fill their coffers. If England has vast accumulations 
of gold, let her distribute her wealth. The products of 
nature and art should be equitably shared by the people of 
a commonwealth. This is the principle into which the 
masses are being educated. 

The campaign just ended, a campaign attended with 
some surprises for the tax collectors, (re)-publicans, and sin
ners (pirates), is a demonstration that the hypnotism of 
high taxation for the benefit of feeders at the public crib, 
which had its culmination in McKinleyism, the last straw 
under which the camel groaned, is about to be substituted 
for equitable distribution. The leading democratic papers 
have been reading the FLAMING SWOKD. They have resounded 
its declarations without knowing what they did. Democracy 
has made, to the people, the promise of improving their con
ditions. This can be done only in one way. If the demo
cratic party will initiate the movement toward the reduction 
of the hours of labor and the general distribution of the 
wealth that labor has amassed, through the robbers of their 
industry; if the successful party will fulfil its pledges to the 
voters who have taken it at its word, it will perpetuate itself. 
It must revolutionize its methods. Its corrupt political rings 
must be annihilated. The people expect something of this 
administration. If the results are- commonplace, it is the 
end of democracy as a party of promises. The republicans 
have promised for thirty years to perform something good 
for the people. They have lied, and are rebuked. The 
people know they lie. The party is around inquiring, "What 
did i t?" and the old hen that has been trying to hatch the 
republican egg, but couldn't get a chick, awakes to the re
sponse from democracy, "I cannot tell a lie; we did it with 
our little hatch-it." The "common" folk did not under
stand the virtues of the McKinley bill, and they thought 
they would vote for something they could understand. 
They will teach the democrats in another four years that 
if their conditions are not improved there will be a smashing 

up of another hen's nest. 
One step is taken toward the introduction of the enter

ing wedge for equitable commerce, as taught by the Koreshan 
Unity. We have no hope in the corrupt leaders of "democ
racy," but we have abiding trust in the Spirit of truth about 
to sway the masses of the people. For thirty years they 
have been building upon empty promises; for four years they 
will struggle through another emptiness. They need yet 
this coming lesson, and in the lesson of the next four years 
they may learn that the same leaders in a new party, under 


