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What Constitutes A Shaker? 

My Dear Elder Frederick and good Brother Evans, and 
Shaker Brethren in general:—There are some matters of 
interest to our Confederation—because of interest to the 
religious, social, and political world—upon which there 
should be an early conference of our people. You will 
pardon me for assuming to suggest their importance. Among 
these may be numbered the question of the extent, religious 
and otherwise, of our relationship. This question is suggest­
ed by a recent editorial in the Manifesto, in which there 
seemed to us an indulgence in a little subtle sarcasm. I 
refer to the statement that "Koreshans are not Shakers/' 
Of course we credit the statement to a misunderstanding of 
our position, and not to the circumstance that -our good 
brother of the Canterbury Shakers would willfully disown 
us as a part of the association of Believers, after our union 
and fellowship with our, brethren at Mount Lebanon. 
"What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed" (rod, 
Christ,) "shaken with the wind?" (pneuma, spirit). If 
a membership with our Shaker brethren does not consti­
tute us Shakers, then we freely admit we have something to 
learn. 

We have found, in our intercourse and association with 
the Shaker people, a great variety and many shades of re­
ligious conviction. Upon the fundamentals they are agreed. 
Confession of sins, the male and female biunity of the God­

head, common ownership of property and celibacy are, spe­
cifically, points of unity, common to both Koreshans and 
Shakers. We will add to this that peculiar characteristic of 
the Shaker people through which, in derision, they have ac­
quired the title of Shakers. This is worthy a deeper study— 
both for the good of our cause, and its influence upon the 
outside world—than has been given the subject from any 
doctrinal and scientific enunciation yet noticed by us. 

A common axiom of the Koreshan Unity declares that 
every atom of matter, through agitation, may be transub­
stantiated to energy. The conversion of an atom to its cor­
relate energy cannot be effected otherwise than through agi­
tation, friction or shaking. Spirit (energy) has its origin in 
the agitation or shaking of matter. This is an eternal law. 
The power exhibited through the religious exercises of the 
Society of United Believers is but the precursor of that final 
concentration of vibratory energy, which, focalizing in the 
central cell of the psychic dynamo, will repeat in a tenfold 
ratio the aggregation of force-which culminated in the the-
ocrases of Enoch, Elijah and Jesus. 

The friction of the tuning fork against the atoms of 
oxygen and nitrogen, and the energies of space, rapidly gener­
ates a peculiar and, so far, uncontrollable and unnamed en­
ergy. Celibacy is operative in the retention of the forces of 
generation. The agitation of the Shakers is the power of 
the spirit to transubstantiate the substances of natural 
generation to the higher energies of spiritual regeneration. 
This peculiar characteristic of the Shaker people is regarded 
by the Koreshans as an essential concomitant of conditions 
and demands for the metamorphosis of the propagative sub­
stance of our domain to the appropriations of a higher sphere, 
and, at the same time, the elimination of the wastes and 
debris or residuum of exchange. We believe in the call and 
office of Mother Ann Lee to the special work of taking the 
initiatory step in the inauguration of a celibate unity, on the 
basis of the equality of male and female, and glory as much 
as other Believers in the wonderful force of character mani­
fest in her as the messenger to open the two-leaved gates, 
representing the Lord in his purpose and power to accomplish. 
In the above is no implication of doubt as to our accept­
ance by the Mount Lebanon Believers, and Believers in gen­
eral. In our union with your body we are sincere; we know 
you are equally so, and our love for you cannot be expressed 
in words. 

The second point for consideration (one which it seems 
to us should meet your approval,) pertains to an early con­
ference regarding the Religious Congress to be held at the 
Columbian Exposition. There is no reason why we as a re­
ligious body should exclude ourselves, through neglect of 
duty to ourselves and obligation to the world, from a hearing 


