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EVIL AND ITS REMEDY. 

We are coerced, not served, by the arbitrary power of two 
great political parties, the leaders of which are soaked by the 
pollutions of rum and nicotine. These two inveterate poisons 
saturate every atom, molecule, and corpuscle of the so-called 
statesmen, who, politically originating in the dens of prosti
tution, make our laws. The tenure of political authority 
depends upon the balance of power vested somewhere, in some 
corporations or bodies of men which should be brought to 
accountability for their exercise of their rights of franchise. 
Where and upon what body can be made to rest the respon
sibility of the degradation under which the populace groans ? 
The rum and tobacco curses, while constituting evils of great 
magnitude, crimes against humanity and humanity's God, and 
sins for the commission of which there will come a day of 
reckoning, do not comprise the primary sources of our degra
dation. There are evils greater than these, and from which 
they have their origin. We mention them first because they 
constitute popular evils, regarding which there is no question. 
If there resides or rests a responsibility, we wish to place it 
where it belongs, and, if possible, compel the guilty to confess 
and amend the wrong. 

There looms up before my mental vision an extensive 
power, claiming for its origin the throne of God. In assert
ing its authority it lays claim to divine inspiration, and there 
is no reason why a body making the claims that it does should 

not be held to a commensurate accountability. The declara
tion has been made that there is no schism in the body of 
Christ. The claim of the church is, that it is the body of 
Christ. Then, with the body of Christ—if so be it were a 
united body—acting in concert to resist or destroy the wrong, 
there would be no-power on earth that could stay the progress 
of the revolution that would sweep the land against the tyranny 
of the rum and tobacco traffic. The political parties, upheld 
in their authority to pervert and degrade the morals of our 
populace, are sustained by the power and authority of the 
so-called church of Christ, and by a public press equally der
elict. But these are only factors in, and concomitants and 
sequences of, our sources of moral pollution. There lies a 
deeper cause for the moral and social leprosy contaminating 
the body politic. A deep and abiding curse rests heavily up
on a groaning and agonizing people, and the time has come 
for the resurrecting power of righteousness to lay its hand 
upon the degrading corruptions of the age. 

Behind and under the rum and tobacco curse lies the love 
of money, which is the root of all evil, and, comprising the 
root of evil, was essentially the incentive to the original de
clension of man. The love of money impulses the activities 
of mind and body to the commission of every crime. The 
love of money induces over exertion of the brain functions, 
and this in turn forces the inordinate and overwrought exertion 
of muscle, enslaved to intellect and the power of money. 
Brain and muscle are thrown out of balance. The nervous 
energies, being exhausted, demand artificial stimulus in the 
forms of narcotics and other toxicants, and, to supply these 
calls for recuperative force, resort is had to artificial potions 
destructive to mind and body. The degrading influence of 
overwrought muscular energy, in the form of labor (drudgery), 
is a criminal violation of the law of God. The original curse 
upon the man—who declined from the image and likeness of 
God—was, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.11 

Amel.is a Hebrew word signifying labor, and upon Amelek, 
king of labor, God hath sworn vengeance, and through its 
destruction the great day of rest—wherein the curse of labor, 
with every other curse, will be lifted—will be ushered. Over
wrought muscular exercise—in the form of labor, wherein men 
are held in bondage sixteen and eighteen hours a day, and, 
through physical exhaustion, hasten into the stomach an over
plus of indigestible substance to ferment, vitiate and inflame 
the blood and nervous spirit—creates a demand for artificial 
stimulus, and rum and tobacco are made to add to the impulses 
that set the blood on fire and create inordinate sexual desire; 
thus men become libertines while they profess Christianity, 
and licensed prostitution in the form of marriage covers the 
licentiousness, lust, and sexual excess of a degenerating hu
manity. 


