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The Flaming Sword 
" And He placed at the East of the garden of Eden cherubim and a Flaming Sword, which turned 

every way to keep the Way of the Tree of Life." 
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Definition of Mind and Mental Spheres. 
Please give definition of mind and mental spheres as used 

in THE SWORD : "Men are produced from mind through mental 
and physiological functions, and enter mental spheres at corrupt
ible dissolution. "—J. N., Minneapolis, Minn. 

MINI) is reciprocally related to matter. It does not 
exist separate from, nor independent of it. If 

atoms of matter, as for instance, two of hydrogen and 
one of oxygen, enter into combustion by the introduc
tion of an igniting spark, the atoms are both destroyed 
us hydrogen and oxygen and are transformed to water. 
The principle which attracts them is the affinity each 
has for the other. The principle differs nothing from 
that which attracts two persons through mental affilia
tion, except that in the attraction of the three atoms it 
is atomic and simple, while in the attraction of two per
sons many atoms have, by the power of attraction and 
combustion, entered into molecular and organic union. 
When two atoms of hydrogen and one of oxygen enter 
into union, they are both destroyed. There is no 
hydrogen in water, nor is there any oxygen. The so 
called liberation of hydrogen and oxygen in the com
bustion of water is a creation through the law of 
alchemic rather than chemic action. You may say, 
prove it. We do not have to prove it. The theory 
that an atom is eternal, is not proven. The theory 
that witter is a chemical combination of hydrogen and 
oxygen, was never proved. These are mere statements; 
there never has been a proof offered. The common 
atomic theory is merely an hypothesis,—nothing more. 

If you destroy two atoms of hydrogen and one of 
oxygen, a certain amount of energy is generated. This 
energy is the substance of the two equivalents of the 
one, and the one equivalent of the other. It may be 
asked, How can the water be precipitated, the amount 
of which is the same as the two substances enteringinto 

the "compound," as proven by the fact that the same 
quantities of hydrogen and oxygen may be taken from 
the water as was consumed to produce it, while at 
the same time an equal amount of energy is liberated? 
We answer, by the mere fact tha t as much energy is 
required to disintegrate the water, together with the 
two primary "elements," as is liberated in the com
bustion. The ordinary scientist declares tha t energy 
is a mere mode of motion. He has never proved it;— 
it is a mere hypothesis predicated upon a prior assump
tion. I t does not comport with facts, and we deny the 
hypothesis. It is a ridiculous absurdity, and is the 
result of human ignorance of the universal laws of form 
and function. 

Destroy an atom of matter and it becomes energy. 
Destroy a given amount of energy and it becomes mat
ter. When two equivalents of hydrogen and one of 
oxygen come in contact, they are drawn by the law of 
affinity. That affinity is touch; the touch is feeling, 
and the relation of the two is experience. This is mind; 
this is simple mentality. When thousands of atoms 
unite through affinity and separate by antagonism, 
and then reunite by more complex affinity, experiences 
multiply. Oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, carbon, sulphur, 
phosphorus, fluorine, chlorine, sodium, calcium, potas
sium, magnesium, aluminium, cuprum, etc., enter into 
composition and union in the human structure. They 
form the constituency ofthe blood; they form the bones, 
muscles, and nerves; they comprise the nerve juices, and 
enter into alchemical combustion in the cell, fibre, and 
tissue of the brain, generating the complex energy called 
mind. There is no mind tha t does not rest upon, and 
is not the result of the disintegration of matter. 
Mind, then, is that state and quality of activity obtain
ing in the unities of matter, by which there is a recipro-



cal i n t e r c h a n g e of t h e s u b s t a n c e s called m a t t e r a n d 
ene rgy . M a t t e r c a n n o t c r e a t e m i n d i n d e p e n d e n t l y of 
t h e rec iproca l r e l a t i o n of sp i r i t o r ene rgy a n d m a t t e r . 
Mind c a n n o t c r e a t e m a t t e r i n d e p e n d e n t l y of t h e recip
roca l r e l a t i o n of t h e t w o . B o t h mind a n d m a t t e r a r e 
c r e a t e d a n d p e r p e t u a t e d by t h e p e r s i s t e n t r ec ip roc i ty of 
t h e t w o , in o r g a n i c o r c o m p o u n d r e l a t i o n . 

Men ta l spheres a r e i nd iv idua l (v idua l ) a n d uni
versa l . Eve ry v idua l be ing in t h e m a t e r i a l form, is 
m a d e u p of m y r i a d s of cells. E v e r y cell is t h e g e n e r a 
t o r of a specific k ind of ene rgy . T h e e m a n a t i o n of 
energy from t h e a c t i v i t y of t he cell, w h e t h e r it be in t h e 
b r a i n o r b o d y , is a consc ious e n t i t y . T h e p e r p e t u i t y 
o f t h e e n t i t y depends u p o n t h e p e r p e t u i t y of t he gene ra 
t o r . T h i s a g g r e g a t e g e n e r a t i o n a n d e m a n a t i o n of myr 
i ads of d i f ferent ia t ion in q u a l i t y , compr i se s t he sp i r i t 
ual sphere of t h e v i d u a l being. T h i s is t h e s p i r i t u a l 
sphe re of t h e lesser degree . G r o u p s of people in t h e 
g r e a t e r a g g r e g a t i o n c o m p r i s e a n a g g r e g a t e sphere of 
t he g r e a t e r degree . T h e people of a given d e n o m i n a 
t i o n , we will s a y the B a p t i s t s , M e t h o d i s t s , o r P resby
t e r i a n s , e tc . , c o n s t i t u t e t h e sphere of which t h e B a p 
t i s t s , e tc . , a r e t h e g r o u n d w o r k o r m a t e r i a l bas i s . 
W h a t is t r u e of one d e n o m i n a t i o n is equa l ly t r u e of al l . 
No s p i r i t u a l sphe re of a n y given d e n o m i n a t i o n could 
exis t w i t h o u t t h e m a t e r i a l d e n o m i n a t i o n a s i t s b a s i s 
a n d g r o u n d w o r k , n o r could a n y given d e n o m i n a t i o n 
exis t w i t h o u t t h e s p i r i t u a l sphere of t h a t c o r r e s p o n d 
ing exis tence. 

T h e mind is an a g g r e g a t i o n of m e n t a l energies de
r ived from t h e ac t i v i t i e s of t h e cell a n d fibreof t h e b r a i n , 
suppl ied m a t e r i a l l y t h r o u g h t h e rec ip roca l func t ions of 
t h e b r a i n a n d b o d y . T h e b lood conveys t h e m u l t i t u d e 
of a lchemical c o n s t i t u e n t s held in o r g a n i c sol id ion, t o 
t h e cells of t h e e n c e p h a l o n ( b r a i n ) , a n d t h e afferent 
nerves , in a c o r r e s p o n d i n g b u t m o r e infinitely refined 
s t a t e , convey the s o l u t i o n of t h e ne rve fluid t o t h e 
s a m e cells. E v e r y so called e lement e n t e r i n g i n t o t h e 
c r e a t i o n of t h e fluids of t h e b lood a n d t h e nerves , is 
d e s t r o y e d a s m a t t e r t h r o u g h a p rocess of c o m b u s t i o n 
which g e n e r a t e s from i t t h e ene rgy called mind . T h e r e 
is a l s o p o u r e d i n t o t he se cells t h r o u g h cel lular res
p i r a t i o n , t h e a u r a of t h e cell, from t h e influx of all 
o t h e r m i n d s ; for a s t h e e m a n a t i o n s of a n y one s t a r 
p o u r i n t o all o t h e r s t a r s , so eve ry m i n d is t r a n s 
m i t t i n g i t s m e n t a l energies of w i s d o m a n d love, o r 
fal lacy a n d evil, i n t o every o t h e r mind . As in t h e 
c o m b u s t i o n of m a t e r i a l s u b s t a n c e s m a t t e r is c o n s t a n t l y 
be ing c o n v e r t e d t o m e n t a l energy , so m e n t a l e n e r g y is 
c o n s t a n t l y be ing c o n v e r t e d t o m a t e r i a l s u b s t a n c e . 

I t was s t a t e d in t h e fo regoing , t h a t mind c a n n o t 
ex i s t w i t h o u t a m a t e r i a l p e d i m e n t o r g r o u n d w o r k , 
because t h e esse a n d existere of t h e mind a r e t h e p r o d u c t 
of t h e c o m b u s t i o n of m a t t e r . T h i s e l a b o r a t i o n t a k e s 
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p lace t h r o u g h t h e funct ion of t h e rec iprocal act ion of 
cell a n d fibre. T h e spiri t p a r t a k e s , in i t s aggregat ion 
of q u a l i t y , of t h e s p i r i t u a l c o m p l e x i t y of t h e material 
s u b s t a n c e e n t e r i n g i n t o t h e c o m b u s t i o n , a n d thence into 
t he c r ea t i on of t h e a g g r e g a t e sp i r i t . T h e mind is made 
u p of affectional a n d in te l l ec tua l energies . These are 
mere ly exper iences of t o u c h o r c o n t a c t of a t o m s gross 
o r refined, a c c o r d i n g t o degrees of e i the r h igh o r low ex
periences, a n d we can be s t define t he i r c h a r a c t e r by 
e o r r e s p o n d e n t i a l a n d a n t i t h e t i c a l a n a l o g y . 

T h e a l chemico -o rgan ic s t e l l a r r ea lm is comprised of 
m a n y c o n s t e l l a t i o n s a n d definite s t a r s of v a r i o u s degrees 
of m a g n i t u d e , each of which t r a n s m i t s i t s energy into 
all o t h e r s t a r s , a n d a l so receives (by influx in to itself) 
t h e energies from all o t h e r s t a r s . These energies are 
l ight , hea t , e lectr ic i ty , m a g n e t i s m , e tc . It will be seen 
t h a t while t h e s ingle s t a r is Ihe p o i n t of influx from fill 
the s t a r s , a s a fact it is a l so t h e p o i n t of influx as a 
necessi ty . Each s t a r , t h e n , depends for i t s existence upon 
the energies g e n e r a t e d in all o t h e r s t a r s . The variety 
in t h e q u a l i t y of energy is p r o p o r t i o n a t e t o the multi
pl ici ty of t h e e l emen t s e n t e r i n g i n t o t h e processes of 
c o m b u s t i o n in all t h e s t a r s . T h e c h a r a c t e r of this 
v a r i e t y of influx g ives c h a r a c t e r t o t h e specific stellar 
nucleus . All influxes of e n e r g y i n t o each s t a r a re mod
ified a c c o r d i n g t o t h e loca l a t t i t u d e a n d re la t ion of the 
s t a r in t h e s t e l l a r e c o n o m y . 

L e t i t be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h e g r o u p s of s t a r s , tha t 
is, t h e c o n s t e l l a t i o n s in t h e phys i ca l heavens (the 
a l chemico -o rgan i c heavens ) c o r r e s p o n d t o nationali t ies 
in t h e e a r t h , a n d t h a t t h e s t a r s a r e t o t h e g r e a t mass 
of s t a r s , w h a t t h e i n d i v i d u a l m i n d is t o t h e muss of 
mind . T h i s is n o t on ly t r u e , b u t every s t a r h a s its cor
r e s p o n d e n t in t h e in te l lec tua l s t a r s of h u m a n i t y . 'AVe 
h a v e seen his s t a r in t h e E a s t , a n d a r e come t o worship 
h i m , " was sa id of J e s u s . H i s s t a r w a s a specific one, 
a n d of t h e first m a g n i t u d e . All men h a v e the i r s ta rs of 
v a r i o u s degrees of m a g n i t u d e . As t h e energies of all 
s t a r s flow i n t o each , so t h e energ ies of a l l minds flow 
i n t o each m i n d . T h i s be ing t r u e , i t is manifest that 
while t h e food we e a t , which c o n t a i n s t h e elements of 
m e n t a l s u p p l y t r a n s p o s e d t h r o u g h t h e b lood t o mental 
energy , e n t e r s t h e b r a i n a n d is c o n s u m e d there , it is 
m e t a t t h e cell of e l a b o r a t i o n b y t h e m e n t a l energy of 
o t h e r m i n d s flowing i n t o the cells of t h e cort ical area 
from t h e complex a u r a , o r i g i n a t i n g in t h e generation 
of e n e r g y t h r o u g h m e n t a l c o m b u s t i o n a n d t h e energy of 
influx. I t will be well for t h e r e a d e r t o a l so bear in 
mind t h e fact t h a t every influx of ene rgy is t he influx 
of a s p i r i t u a l i d e n t i t y . F o r while t h e r a d i a t i o n of a 
line of ene rgy from t h e a l chemico -o rgan ic (physical 
s t a r is p u r e ene rgy , t in; r a d i a t i o n of e i the r a n intellect-. 
mil or an affectional force from one mind , which corre
s p o n d s t o a s t a r , is the t r a n s p o s i t i o n of a sp i r i tua l entity. 

When r e g e n e r a t i o n a p p r o a c h e s m a t u r i t y in man, he 
n a t u r a l l y seeks for t h e science of i m m o r t a l i t y . 

By t h e science of i m m o r t a l life, we m e a n the science 
or knowledge of w h a t i t cons i s t s , a n d how acquired. 


