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Inthe late 1960's the U.S. Air Force entered intoacontract with the University of Colorado
to conduct a definitive study of the UFO phenomenc' The project, headed by physicist
Edward Condon, proved a fiasco. From the beginning  was stacked with scoffers (Condon
barely hid his contempt even as he straightfacedly assured reporters and ufologists that the
would be and in the end it produced a report whose
introduction rejected UFOs as unworthy of further study —even thoughthe rest of the book
was full of evidential, puzzling UFO cases. In short, Condon had succeeded in persuading
mediaofthe wor fUFO evidence, without dealingwith the persistently
inexplicable nature of that evidence. As Dean I. Radin shows in “Parapsychology Bush-
whacked,” the story was repeated recently when psi debunkers under government contract
cametop! negati y question they
And your tax dollars paid for it.

Stephanie Fox and Michael Goss consider two examples of modem hysteria, one (“The
Great Oregon Witch Hunt”) destructive, the other (“The Serpent in the Department Store”)
merely silly — at least on the surface. Debbi Dickinson recounts a frightening encounter with
what parapsychologist John Beloff has called “extreme phenomena” — things that “seem to
gofar beyond anythingin ourown experience . . . andyetwe seenoeasy way ofdismissing
themas sheerfantasy.” In Dickinson's case the “extreme phenomenon”was a voice on a tape
with a decidedly disturbing message . . . Enjoy the issue! >
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HYPNOSIS — 1989l

The reportsin professional journals on what hypnosis can accomplish
have made us realize the unlimited power of our own minds. People
everywhere are turning to hypnosis to solve problems, gain new skills
and Improve in all areas of life.

For 30 Years There Has Been One Scientific Way
The BRAIN WA VE SYNCHRONIZER
If you have been waiting for the 1989 models you will receive the best

we have made in our 30 years — and the best In the industry.
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e 89 minute electronic digital timer In one on dial.
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e Variable light Intensity. Net weight 6 pounds. Both models have
« Net weight 14 pounds. remote control for Self-Hypnosis.

$695.00 F.O.B. FACTORY $395.00 F.O.B. FACTORY
The Brain Wave Synchronizer is a photo-electronic instrument that tunes to the
natural frequency of the brain. When the special light wave is tuned to the subject's
own frequency, response to hypnotic induction is rapid, easy and effective. It has
achieved deep hypnosis in subjects thought to be non-hypnotizable. It will shorten
induction time to seconds. It will make selfhypnosis easy. There are no attachmentsto
the subject.

°

one-yearfactory . Include payment with order.
/Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes. To  waii. Alaska, Canada. Puerto Rico:
Technician Model $16; Professional Model $25. Ilinois residents please include 7% sales tax. |

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 029
9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 U.S.A.
Telephone: 312/676-9151
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Even the idea ofmiracle is anathema
to most scientists...any event that
cannot be explained by currently
understood natural law is assumed
to be unreal by the scientific estab-
lishment _... There is a tendency
among psychotherapists to believe
that any passionate beliefin God is
pathological.

—M. Scott Peck, M.D.
The Road Less Traveled

COME NOW to a paramount
problem ofparapsychology | have

never heard addressed in exactly tomatic of mental

this way. Whatis “normal?” Whatis
not? Who is “abnormal?” Who is
not? Who determines normality and
abnormality in the realm of psychic
phenomena and psychic behavior?
who are the
kooks? Who are not and who says

In the vernacular,

s0?

In away this discussion is a con-
tinuation of last month's remarks
on the number of persons who
experience psychic phenomena. But
today | want to relate normality and
abnormality to what the psychiatric

community believes about the psy-
chic. The controversy raises serious
doubts as to whether the psychia-
trists or the average person who has
a psychic experience ought to end
up in the booby hatch. It appears to
me that the psychiatrists are the
likely candidates.

InJanuary 1988 we published the
observations of R.D. Laing, himself
a famous and controversial psychi-
atrist, criticizing the American Psy-
chiatric Association and its Diag-
nostic and Statistical Manual which
views psychic experiences as symp-
The
manual is familiarly known as
DSM-3 (3 for third edition) which is
a sort of law book for sanity—
according to the APA.

Laing says DSM-3 outlaws any
unusual experience—clairvoyance,

disorder.

telepathy, the sixth sense, reading
another's feelings. Laing agrees that
the psychiatric establishment s call-
ing such experiences as clairvoy-
ance signs of mental disorder.

In Laing’s view such definitions
are purely pol
to do with the prejudices and ignor-

al decisions having



books Oi train, nioaen as a control iactor.
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A Book of
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Lord Halifax was an avid collector and compiler of
true ghost stories. He was fascinated by reports of
haunted houses, apparitionsand supernatural happen-
ings, and in the early- 1900 he sought out and inter-
viewed persons who had experienced them at first
hand. Originally published in two volumes and now
available in one, these gripping stories include dozens
of uncanny yet authenticated accounts of haunted
rooms, prophetic dreams, ghostly visitors and other
unexplainable events
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ance of the decision makers. “One
. why a lot of people think
[these prejudices] have evaporated
is that the system eliminates dissidents
from its professional ranks. By the
time medical students have reached
their early 30's, if they're dissident,
they've probably been eliminated
by a self-reflecting system as part of
the whole mind-police business,”
Laing states.

He feels people are entitled to
have transpersonal experiences
without fear of censorship: ““People
are frightened of the possibilities of
their own minds. 1 call this psycho-
phobia. There's a psychophobic
trend in our culture that is particu-
larly common among people who
are motivated by fear of experien-
tial anarchy and confusion. And
these people are the ones who dedi-
cate themselves to policing other
people’s experiences and minds.”

00
PSYCHIATRIC POLITICS
E MUST understand that the
definitions in DSM-3 are the
result of p

reason..

al decisions.
are made by the “in” people looking
at the “outs” and saying,

“Your
experiences are abnormal. The story
youtell is clearly the result ofa men-
tal disorder. You are not in touch
with reality.”

The problem is there are more of
us than there are ofthem. A narrow
spectrum of professionals is con-
cluding that they alone are *“nor-

They



| SEE BY THE PAPERS

mal” and the rest of us—a majority
of American citizens—are “‘ab-
normal.”

1 would like to repeat some ofthe
information published last month
to support these statements. The
National Opinion Research Coun-
cil of the University of Chicago, in
studies carried out in 1973 and
1984, discovered that two-thirds of
Americans have experienced ESP
and that nearly half believe they
have been in contact with someone
who had died—usually a spouse or
a sibling.

The facts in this study are worth
repeating. The 1973 survey showed
that one-third of Americans have
had transcendental experiences—ex-
periences that “lifted them out of

themselves”—and that one-seventh
of them had been literally “bathed
in light.” An account of a similar
experience is related by the Apostle
Paul in the New Testament.

Sowe are entitled to ask who and
what is normal and what is ab-
normal.

Can the authors of the Diagnos-
tic and Statistical Manual claim to
be “normal” when two-thirds of the
American public is prepared to vote

against them?

This is a loaded question because
in a sense they already have made
this ludicrous claim. Father Andrew
Greeley, Ph.D., a University of
Arizona sociologist who conducted
the 1984 survey with colleagues from
the University ofChicago, describes

COLLEGE OF MARTINIST STUDIES

The martinists, Rose+Croix, Alchemists, Kabalists and Gnostics have
known and taught the truth about Man for centuries. For those who hunger
and thirst after spiritual enlightenment, we are making the teachings of the
Sages available through a beautiful series of lectures, many ofwhich contain
information never given before in English.

Ifyou aspire to improve the quality of your life and seek to affiliate with a
traditional and respected arcane school where you may learn more advanced
methods for the attainment of success and happiness, we invite you to write

for information on our curriculum.

I INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF MARTINIST STUDIES

Worthing W3l = Barbados = West Indies
Kindly send a copy of your curriculum:

| Name

| Address
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the people who have experienced
ESP:

They are ordinary Americans
somewhat above average in educa-
tion and intelligence and somewhat
less than average when it comes to
formal religious involvement. Using
a standard measure of the healthy
personality, the Affect Balance
Scale, Greeley states that “the mys-
tics scored at the top. Normal
Bradburn, the University of Chi-
cago psychologist who developed
the scale, said no other factor had
ever correlated so highly.”

This statement ought to settle the
question of who is normal and who
Obviously DSM-3 needs
revision. And so do APA attitudes.
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DATING THE SHROUD
O SOONER had the Vatican-
approved commission ofscien-

is not.

tists from Britain, Switzerland and

the United States decided that the
Shroud of Turin is not the burial
cloth of Jesus than dissident voices
were heard. The Rev. Adam Otter-
bein, founder of the National Holy
Shroud Guild, is one of those who
still believe.

“Carbon 14 testing isn4 every-
thing,” said Father Otterbein, a
Catholic priest. “And it isn4 easily
reconciled with considerable other
information about the shroud. We
want further study.”

The announcement that the 14-
foot-strip of linen was created some-



FIFTY YEARS OF FORECASTING!
FIFTY YEARS OF PROPHECY!

Marguerite Carter's Unitology Forecast:
the first and oldest service of its kind
celebrates fiftieth anniversary!

In these times, when so many familiar things arc
being swept away by the winds ol change, it is rare
to find a Formula for Success that has withstrxxi the
test of time. Marguerite Carter is celebrating her fif-
tieth year of preparing detailed personal forecasts for
her clients, many of whom have not gone a single

Marguenie Carter ~ Year without the security and comfort of her analysis
and advice to guide them, year after year, since 1938'

Why has Miss Carter's Unitology Forecast been the only such service to
continue for so long? Why have three generations of families, world-wide, turned
to the Unitology Forecast for guidance and inspiration?

Miss Carter believes it is because the Unitology Forecast s the only one that
combines a unique and thorough method of astrological analysis with ancient
principles of mind power. These two ingredients, she says, strengthen her <lients'
ability to preparefor cycles of change, and to take advantage of the- opportunities
of a lifetime—when the time is right and the mind is right.

Her clients agree, as they attest in the many thousands of letters she receives
each year in praise of her work:  *Thank you for all the years (35 + 1 of encour-
agement and down-to-earth advice you have given me in that time." M.S., F1 *
*I'have sent for my forecast from Miss Carter for at least 10 years. | have used it
as a guide and it has helped me for a long time to handle my life better.” B.W., OR

“Theaccuracy of ‘nforeseen events'forecast, as farasmy own life isconcerned,
continues to astound me." S.L.C., TX * “Of these 50 years. | believe | have been
with your Forecasts and you for about 30 of them.” C.C.M. NJ * “I'm considered
asuccessful business man. now retired, but | always chec ked with your writings
before making an important move . . . for about 30 years or more.” W.H.C. NY

I have been renewing each year for more than 25 years and | wouldn't think
of missing it." A.C. TX & "Your writings and encouragement are Timeless."

M.|.D.CA

Your UNITOLOGY FORECAST will be custom-made toyour month, day. year,
and place of birth. You get a full year's guidance, regardiess ofwhen your request
is received! You'll learn things about yourself you never dreamed anyone could
know—and about those close to you too. The most important aspects of your life
are warmly and intimately discussed. You owe it to yourself to see why so many
have put their faith and trust in Miss Carter's guidance for so long!

TEST HER NOW! Send for Marguerite Carter's UNITOLOGY FORECAST with
SPECIAL NOTATIONS individually prepared for your birthdate. PRINT: month,
day, year, place, hour of birth (ifknown) and include $10.45 plus $2.00 for postage
and handling. (Lst class & Canada $2.50) in U.S. funds only. 100% satisfaction
guaranteed or full refund. MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER. BOX 807,
DEPT. F902, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 462M



SUBCONSCIOUS MIND?
SPIRIT CONTACT?

What spells messages on the

MYSTICOUIJA® BOARD?

Over the years countless experimenters have
reported uncanny answers to questions via the
Ouija Board — answers that made money,
saved lives, located the missing. What is the
source of such remarkable information? ESP?
Spirits? Muscular impulses from  the
subconscious?

Testthe Ouija Board yourself. Simply place
the message indicator on the board and touch
it lightly with your fingertips. Concentrate
upon your question. You may experience the
thrill of the unknown as the indicator moves
to spell out words. Whether you use this
durable board for serious research or party
entertainment, it will provide many years of

ONLY $23.95

Plus MoDeach postage handing (1 0each
on foreign orders). ORDER NOW!

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P 0B. 243 Highland Park, IL 60035
Ouija Boards aj S2395 each.
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FATE

time between 1260 and 1390 was
made by Anastasio Cardinal Balles-
tero, Archbishop of Turi
the scientists were 95 percent sure of
the accuracy of the tests. Because of
Church sanction, Father Otterbein
hastened to state that the Church
did not view the findings as in any
way heretical. “There’s nothing in-
volved here that you have to believe
in to be a good Christian,” he said.
“We want everything about the
techniques to be published and eval-
uated. We want further study. We
want to weigh all the evidence.”

00

STILL A MYSTERY
HERE IS no doubt, however,
that the shroud represents a

» who said

mystery that even the scientists who

issued the report cannot explain.
They agree that the faint yellowish
image on the ancient cloth is that of
a scourged and crucified man and
that it must have been created be-
tween 1260 and 1390. Beyond that,
according to Kenneth R. Clark of
the Chicago Tribune, it poses puz-
zling questions. Records show the
shroud first appeared in France in
the 1350's and has been in Turin
since 1578. ““Ifthe shroud actually is
the work of some unknown Renais-
sance artist, he has had no peer
before or since,” wrote Clark. In
1978 the team of American scien-
tists who examined the shroud came
up with a “staggering profile” of
what the artist would have had to




NO HOGWASH!

Our motto is RESULTS! And our record speaks for
itself! Yes, it's Magick, but it works like science!

Everyone has a life situation they want to change. Our purpose is to
help YOU change YOURS. People just like YOU are finding new
handles on life and getting happily ahead by applying the Universal
Principles brought in such easy to use form by Al & Rachel Manning
through E.S.P. LAB of Texas.

Our Super Self Help Programs feature the Magickal Ministry
of AL. G. MANNING, D.D., In combination with the
Marvelous Mediumship of RACHEL L. MANNING.

The Mannings’ 20 published books are all available, including
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BREDS (A Self Help Manual for Mule Headed People),” and Al's
latest, "HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF LIFE (A Novel
Approach that WORKS because its FUN!).” Correspondence
courses and Self Help Tapes plus magickal supplies and personal
services round out a complete program of upliftment and positive
progress for YOU. Our monthly newsletter will inspire you while
keeping you up to date with the psychic world and our own research
programs.

GET YOUR SHARE OF THE GOOD! Write for
your FREE Introductory material. DO IT NOW!

To: E.S.P. LAB OF TEXAS

219 Southridge Dr.

Box 216, Edgewood, TX 75117
Please rush my tree introductory material to:

City. State, Zip,
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accomplish, Clark wrote.

““One thing was certain. The image
could not have been that of a 14th
Century corpse somehow trans-
ferred to the linen cloth. There was
no trace ofthe chemicals that would
have been associated with decom-
position and the figure was decid-
edly that of a man who had been
crucified—a form of capital pun-
ishment unique to the Romans and
unused after the fall oftheir empire.
If an artist created the shroud, he
did it with traces of blood, but no
paint, scorching itin intricate detail
on the surface of the cloth.

“By means unknown to this day,
he made it a photographic negative,
rather than a positive, 500 years
before the invention of photogra-
phy. He also managed to incor-
porate a unigue three-dimension-
ality into the image that would not
be detected until a 20th Century
image analyzer, normally used to
probe pictures of the planets, re-
vealed it.”

00
UNKNOWN GENIUS

XT 0 OTHER known photograph
11 has proven to contain such
undistorted three-dimensional prop-
erties. The mysterious artist had to
have a knowledge of human anat-
omy, blood-flow patterns and nerve
reaction to trauma equal to that of
the present day, as well as encyclo-
pedic knowledge of Roman history
and the Bible.
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Catholic believers, including the
Reverend Otterbein and Vatican
scientific adviser Luigi Gonella,
suggested that it could have been
created as an icon. Dr. Harry Gove,
a physicist at the University of
Rochester, suggested that as an
icon—an artistic representation

“that would make it the most im-
portant piece of Christian art the
world has ever known. That's no
mean feat. They should let the art
experts look at it now. To pin down
who actually did it and how it was
done would be a remarkable thing.”

00

LOST GENIUS

E ARE saddened to reportthe
Wdeath of Luis Alvarez, Nobel

FATE

prize-winning physicist from the
University of California at Berke-
ley, whose name has often appeared
in these pages. Alvarez has a remark-
able record. He worked on the
atomic bomb at Los Alamos and
even accompanied it to Japan in a
following plane to measure the yield
by observing the blast waves.

Fate readers

remember him
best as author, with his son Walter,
of the theory that the dinosaurs
became extinct as a result of a giant
meteorite’s or comet’s striking the
earth. His curiosity was insatiable.
At one time he searched for hidden
chambers in Chefren’s pyramid at
Giza, measuring the absorption of
cosmic ray muons at ground level.
He failed to detect anything.
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LUCKY YOU-FOR SEEING THISNOTICE.

1 have been called the greatest and. most
expensive Astrologer in the world, ftople

1 helped have ended up wealthy and
successful beyond their wildest dreams. Two
became President of the United States.
(Everyone knows whom one of them is.) You
can see why my services are worth a fortune.
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are loaded down with money, fabulous possessions and a fabulous lie
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1 will immediately develop toryou a Personal Money Power Number-your very own-that you can use
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Norvell Astrology Center Your birthdate:(Month)_
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I knew Alvarez during and fol-
lowing World War Il when he devel-
oped a blind landing system called
Ground Control Approach (GCA),
and | later made such a blind flight
and blind landing in an AAF plane
out of Wright Field to Andrews Air
Force Base. After the war, with
other staff members of Flying Mag-
azine | worked with Alvarez on a
publicity campaign to discredit the
installation of the civilian omni
directional plane guidance system
on the grounds that it was neither
advanced enough nor flexible
enough to manage the anticipated
air traffic of the future.

Because of his work on GCA Luis
was awarded the prestigious Collier
Trophy. We had photographs ofthe
trophy resting, as | recall, on a din-
ing roomtable. Itwas so huge that it
practically filled the room in the
Alvarezes’ modest home.

00
R.I1.P.

RDINARILY when polter-

widespread publicity and a multi-

plicity of oddballs show up with
spells, prayer vigils, witchbanes and
other antiparanormal gadgetry and
ideas.

This did not happen at the attrac-
tive bilevel home in the Orland Hills
area southwest of Chicago. Bob and
Karen Gallo bought the house in
1981 and moved out, with their 14-
year-old daughter and seven-year-
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old son, on April 12, 1988. They
vacated the house on the advice of
local police and fire officials after
the third fire broke out there within
asingle month. On October 13, with
the agreement of the Travelers In-
surance Co., the house was bull-
dozed into rubble and the hole
where it had stood was filled in.

This case represents one of the
bestdocumented and most fascinat-
ing apparent poltergeist episodes
we have ever encountered. And yet
it has gone almost unreported be-
cause ofthe extreme reticence ofthe
Gallo family. The Chicago Tribune
has documented the matter some-
what sketchily, always apparently
handicapped by Karen Gallo's hor-
ror of anything psychic.

David Elsner wrote in the Trib-
une. “*All of this talk about a haunted
* » a distraught
Karen Gallo said Friday, [October
14] as she watched workers fill the
hole in Orland Hills where an at-
tractive bilevel had stood only 24
hours before.

“ ‘This has taken a tremendous
emotional toll on my family. And
all I know is that I've lost my home
for a reason no one can explain. |
don't know if we'll ever find the

house is ridiculous,

answer.

00

AFTER SEVEN MONTHS

HE GALLOS, nevertheless,
abandoned the home on April

12, 1988, on the advice of local
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police and fire officials a few days
after the third fire in a month.
Arson investigators Terry Hyland
and Steve Smith, ofthe Orland Fire
Protection District, studied the
problems in the house for 7' months.
They said they had ruled out “every-
thing” that would explain the home’s
problems, including arson, pranks,
natural gas, methane gas, sewer gas
and a faulty electrical system. Two
soil borings made from 20 feet below
the foundation showed only that
the house rested on heavy clay.

Once a blue flame an inch in
diameter shot out of a wall socket
for more than 30 seconds and the
outlet still worked, Elsner discov-
ered. Two police officers witnessed
that incident. Another time a sim-
ilar flame set fire to amattress while
investigators were outside.

Steve Smith, one of the arson
investigators, reported, “I was there
one night when the room filled with
awhite haze. | couldn’t see my hand
in front of my face. There was a
strong sulphur smell and my eyes
were burning. | took asample ofthe
vapor in a vacuum canister. We
came up with nothing.”

Nothing was the main result of
the 714-month investigation. Packer
Engineering, Inc., of Naperville, 1.,
was hired by the Travelers Insu-
rance Company to investigate. It
took infrared heat photographs to
test for heat differentials in the
house and found none.

Smith and Hyland used a fog



Maria Duval:
“As a medium, | want to make one
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machine trying to trace air currents
between floors with negative results.
They spent considerable time in the
house; sometimes they stayed all
night. They even had their own
blood analyzed to see ifit contained
anything unusual.
found.

Nothing was

00
NO MYSTERY?
“VVE REALLY dond thlnk

there was any mystery.
Joe Skubicz, associate manager of
Travelers claims office in Naper-
ville, told Elsner. “Itwas probably a
gas leak.”

Nonetheless, Travelers paid for
the house which was destroyed. The
recommendation to demolish it was
made by both police and fire de-
partments after 26 separate
dents, 11 of them witnessed by
either police or fire inspectors.

inci-

Karen Gallo remained extremely
upset and refused even to consider
the possibility of a paranormal ex-
planation. “There were never any
garbage cans flying around or any-
thing like that,” she told Elsner.
“This haunted house stuffis doing a
lot of harm to my family.”
investigator Hyland said,
“There is no logical explanation.
Thank God this is the end of it.”

GOOD-BYE, ALEXANDRIA
THE MELTING polar ice caps

Fire

and the earth’s general warming

FATE

trend already underway is posing
more than a theoretical threat to the
coastal cities of the world. Venice
and the ancient Egyptian city of
Alexandria have been named the
first casualties of the rising sea lev-
els. In the first decades of the next
century, which is nearly upon us,
these two cities, plus Splitin Yugo-
slavia, will be the most endangered
in the Mediterranean area. Within
the next 100 years the waters of the
Mediterranean are expected to
average at least six feet higher than
they are today.

Recentlya UN Environment Con-
gress met in Split, where Roman
galleys once sailed directly into the
sea level slips beneath the palace of
Diocletian. The palace still stands
but is one of many ancient buildings
threatened by the rising waters.

The time frame looks something
like this: The rise will take place in
all the world’s oceans. During the
first quarter ofthe next century the
changes will be modest. But begin-
ning in 2025 changes
waters, soils, vegetation and coastal
physiology will be drastic. Many of
the world's wetlands and deltas will
disappear. Coastal towns built on
lowland will be destroyed. Lagoons
will become bays, migratory birds
will lose some of their habitats,
coastal resorts and farmlands will
disappear.

in surface

A disaster will strike the Nile
delta. A great part of Alexandria, a

city of 314 million people, is three
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feet above sea level. It is the largest
city in Egypt and may be doomed.
The same fate awaits all other low-
lying delta cities in the world.

00
ON THE OTHER HAND

icholas russell, a lec-

turer at Bromley College of
Technology in England and chair-

man of the history group of the
Institute of Biology, thinks there
are too many environmental and
technological Jeremiahs going
around predicting doom and
disaster. Their predictions are based
on short-term observations whereas
true climatic forecasts must be based
on observations extending over
decades or centuries

Russell says there may indeed be

a greenhouse effect underway,
brought on by decades of using fos-
sil fuels, but it's by no means cer-
tain. It's the greenhouse effect, of
course, that creates the projected
global warming which will cause the
seas to rise.

Russell points out that the great

drought of the summer of 1988,
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with its high temperatures, was a
natural periodic event that occurs
from time to time on the Great
Plains. The first greatdrought there
that drove farmers off their home-
in 1894-95.
recent times there was the drought
of the early 1930's with its dramatic
Dust Bowl.
“Experts”

steads was In more

are quick to decide
what causes these purely natural
events, he points out. In the 1930's
the commentators settled on the
disruptive effects of radio waves. A
serious drought in the 1950's was
attributed to nuclear fallout from
bomb testing. And now, of course,
we have the greenhouse effects of
carbon dioxide, methane and fluo-
rocarbon gases.
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Experience indicates the drought
If that
occurs pessimists will propagandize

may last two more years.

that itis the harbinger of permanent
change. Despite our scientific ad-
vancements and analytical sophisti-
cation it, nevertheless, seems highly
probable that only time will tell.

00
A CLASS OF THEIR OWN
TEROSAURS were the great
Pﬂylng dinosaurs that were
neither reptile nor bird. David
Unwin, of the University of Read-
ing in England, says they were so
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different from other creatures that
they belong in a class of their own.
Soviet paleontologists have
recently discovered some ofthe best-
preserved pterosaur fossils in the
world. They show that, unlike rep-
tiles, pterosaurs were hairy. Another
strange characteristic was that their
wing membranes were attached to
their legs.
Researchers in the Karatau
Mountains of Kazakhstan in Rus-
sia have found fossils of the skele-
tons and of the animals’ soft parts,
the wings and the pelt. The flying
animals were hairy from head to
tail, although the hair thinned out
at the base of the wings. The wings
themselves apparently were naked
and leathery and strengthened with
fibers, like the battens of a sail.
Most of the pterosaur fossils
found suggest that the animals prob-
ably were fish eaters that skimmed
close to the surface of the water and
snagged fish with their teeth. They
had wingspans as wide as 15 feet
and Unwin concludes they were a
varied and successful group of an-
imals that occuped the same ecolog-
ical niche that birds occupy today.

CASTING STONES
T'S TIME to review recent scien-
tific claims and cast a few stones

atthem. After their initial period of

popularity, when at least a portion
ofthe scientific community support-
ed them, the evidence seems to have

FATE

petered out and so has the interest
in them.

The snowball theory. A couple of
years ago physicists at the Univer-
sity of lowa proposed that the earth
was being bombarded with celestial
snowballs. They suggested that on
its peregrinations through space the
earth was sweeping up loose clumps
of ice and dust weighing up to 100
tons and that over the ages these
filled the earth’s oceans with water.
In 1988 Thomas Donahue, of the
University of Michigan, concluded
that the Voyager 2 spacecraft had
detected a great quantity of hydro-
gen gas around the sun, at about the
position of the earth’s orbit, which
must have come from such snow-
balls. Alas, this has since been re-
futed and repeat experiments by
Donahue show no evidence of
hydrogen.

Shadow universe. Astronomers
have concluded that no more than
10 percent of the mass of the uni-
verse is in the form of bright stars.
One proposal to account for the
dark matter that must make up the
missing 90 percent was the possibil-
ity of a “shadow universe” inter-
penetrating ours. So far researchers
at the University of California and
the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory
have not been able to find any evi-
dence for such a shadow universe.

Nemesis, the "Death Star."The
idea of Nemesis was invented in
1984 when a dim or invisible com-
panion star to our own sun was
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proposed, to explain the disasters
and extinctions that seem to plague
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tem comets and send showers of
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these death dealers plung-
ing upon the earth with catastroph-
ic results—even causing the extinc-
tion of the dinosaurs at the end of
the Cretaceous period 66 million
years ago. Nemesis has never been
found but it does exist, according to
Richard Muller, a physicist at the
University of California at Berke-
ley. Other astronomers have grave
doubts.

00
WISHBONES

ometimes an inquiring mind
Sstarls asking questions about

some familiar object and a surpris-

ing new world of information opens
up. Such is the case of an investiga-
tion conducted by Farish Jenkins,
Jr., of Harvard and two colleagues,
Kenneth Dial of Harvard and
George Goslow, Jr., of Northern
Arizona University.

The subject of their research is
wishbones. Most everyone in the
world is familiar with these Y-
shaped flat-ended pieces of bird
skeleton but no one had thought to
ask, apparently, what purposes they
serve. Jenkins and his group de-
cided to ask. Previously zoologists
had assumed that the wishbone was
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simply a strut between the bird's
shoulders.

What the researchers found is
that the wishbone acts as a spring.
They still don't know all its pur-
poses but they are reasonably cer-
tain that the wishbone spring, ac-
tivated by the bird’s wing beat,
helps air flow first into air sacs scat-
tered throughout the bird’s
body and then into its lungs. The
bird needs this additional air be-
cause of the high expenditure of
energy it uses in flight.

The researchers learned all this
by taking X-ray films of starlings
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flying in place within a wind tunnel
at speeds of 20 to 45 mph. In the
starling the upper ends of the wish-
bone are 11 to 12 millimeters apart
when the bird is at rest but when the
wings descend, they are 18 to 20
millimeters apart.

Yet not all birds have wishbones.
Humming birds and some parrots
are exceptions. But Jenkins believes
that the starling's wishbone spring
typifies most birds’.

Jenkins believes the wishbones
serve other purposes, also, and ex-
pects that more discoveries will be
made.
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A ghost missing the tower half of its body terrifies castle

visitors to remind them of a b

By Archie
INISTER Meggemie Castle liesin
Glenlyon in the wilds of the Scot-
tish Highlands. This is a grim

desolate place, overhung by steep hills

and swirling mist The castie was built
in 1585, initially as a simple tower
house, by Cohn Campbell, the third

Campbell laird of Glenlyon. He re-

ceived the nickname “Mad Colin” af-

ter a kick on the head by a horse ren-
dered him highly unpredictable.

Shortly after Meggemie was built,
a band of cattle robbers descended on
Mad Colin’s lands and tried to drive
away his cows. He captured 30 of the
robbers and dispatched his son to the
authorities in Edinburgh to seek jus-
tice. Back came the news that the
judges seemedinclinedonly tofinethe
thieves. Colin promptly dragged them
outsideandwhen his son arrived home
he was greeted by the sight of all 30
hanging from the trees that lined the
avenue.

MadColinsgreatgrandson, Robert,
inherited Meggemie in 1674. Hewas
ahard drinking wastrel whose final act
of folly was to extend the castle into a
miniature stately home. Having gone
bankrupt, he was forced to sell
Meggemie. In 1690 Robert, at 60
years ofage, had no alternative but to
join thearmy to support his family. He
was ordered to billet his troops among
the neighboring MacDonalds of Glen-
coe.

rutal murder two centuries ago.
McKerracher

Two weeks later on February 13,
1692, hewas given his finalorders. He

andas to fall on his hosts and destroy
every living soul for failing to take the
Oath of Allegiance to King William of
Orange.

The name of Robert Campbell of
Meggemie and Glenlyon is still re-
membered with loathing today as the
executioner of the infamous Massacre
of Glencoe, although London politi-
cians had selected him as the scape-
goat. Every February American-Scots
gatheratGlencoe, Oreg., to remember
the 30 who perished that day and to
give thanks for the sudden blizzard
that saved the rest.

Meggemie Castle passed into the
ownership ofthe Menzies ofCuidares.
RobertMenzies, laird of Meggemie in
the mid-18th Century, falsely accused
his wife ofadultery. He killed her ina
jealous rage, then cut her body in two
and hid the parts inside a chest within
a cupboard in the wall of the tower
block.

Menzies left for a trip to the Conti-
nentandwhen hereturnedafewmonths
later, he said his wife had died abroad.
This explanation was accepted and on
his first night home he removed the
lower part ofher body and buried it in
the adjacent castle graveyard. He was
returning for the upper part, but gotno
further than the tower door where he
was found dead in the morning with a
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ghastly, terrifiedexpressionon hisface.
It soon became known that someone
had found out his guilty secret and
murdered him.

English businessman called Herbet

oods who invited two friends, EJ.
Simons and Beaumont Fetherstone, to
join him for the deer-stalking season.
They arrived late at night after a long
train journey and were allocated ad-
joining rooms in the old tower block.
Simons was intrigued to find a sealed-
off door in his room.

\l/ N 1862 Meggemie was rentedtoan

He went to
confide in Fetherstone and together
theyexamined the door which appeared
toadjoin both rooms for there was also
one in Fetherstone’s room. Eventually
the men retired to bed.

At2:00 A.M. Simons was wakened
abruptly by what felt like a burning
kiss on his cheek. He leaped from his
bed and was horrified to see the upper
partofawoman’s body drifting across
the room and through the sealed-off
door. Lighting acandlewith trembling
hands, he examined his face for bums
butcould feel none. He saton his bed
in great distress until his candle had
burned out and daylight came.

When he heard Fetherstone stirring
next door, he called out, “I’ve had a
terrible night”

“So have 1,” came the reply.

“Look, don’t tell me now. Let’s
each go separately to Herbetand see if
our stories coincide.”

Their apologetic host later con-
firmed both had had the same experi-

ence, although only Simons had re-
ceived the kiss. The two guests were
subsequently allocated differentrooms.
simons, however, seems to have been
areceptivemedium becausea few days
laterhewaswriting letters inthe ground
floor drawing room when the door
suddenly flew open.

He went into the passageway and
d to see the faintoutline of
a sad, beautiful face staring in the

was horrifit

window at him. Not surprisingly, he
cut short his stay and refused to visit
Meggemieagain. Unbeknown to him,
many of the English servants had seen
the same thing and were threatening to
leave.

BeaumontFetherstonerecorded the
incident in his diary which survives
today. At Meggemie Castle, Perth-
shire, I was awakened at 2 A.M. by a
purple light and saw a female at the
footof the bed. Atfirst I took her for
a housekeeper walking in her sleep.
She came along the side ofthe bed and
bent over me. | raised myself up and
she retreated and went into a small
room made out of the thickness of the
wall.”

After following heracross the room
Fetherstone was mystified by her sud-
“The phantom
seemed minus legs, which I am glad to

den disappearance.

say | didn’t realize at the time or |
should have been in agreater funk than
1 was.”

EGGERNIE was purchased in
M 1885 by an English textile mil-

lionaire called John Bullough.

He
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commmissionedseveral alterations and
during the work the upper part of a
female skeleton was found beneath the
floor inside the recess in the wall. The
bones were buried in the castle grave-
yard, butthis did not stop the manifes-
tations.

In the 1920’s a party of five young
people held a lighthearted seance in
the room. One of them volunteered to
be the medium. She began to talk in
rambling sentences and then the others
felt the room becoming colder and a
smell like incense filled the air. The
voice of the medium began totrail toa
halt and then she suddenly collapsed
with acry of, “I can’tdo it!”

Norman MacKay, the local doctor

for over 40 years until he retired in
1948, used to relate an experience he
had at Meggemie in 1928. He had
been called out late to the castle and
because of the patient’s condition was
obliged to stay the night.
aware ofthe ghostlegend, having been

He was

shown the haunted room on a previous
visit, and was slightly surprised tofind
itwas tobe his bedroom. He knew the
castle had recently changed hands and
thought the new owners might not be
aware of the story.

He lay on the bed fully dressed in
case of a sudden summons. Having
dozedoff, he wasawakenedsome hours
later by a noise at the door.
sumed itwas aservantsenttofetch him
and he satup. He found the room filled
with apurple light and was astounded

He as-

to see the upper part of a woman's
body floating round the ceiling with
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the face gazing down at him with a sad
expression.

Possibly country doctors get used
to many strange occurrences because
Dr. MacKay merely muttered, “Good
Lord, the Meggemie ghost,” and then
lay down to sleep again. In the morn-
ing he discovered that his bedroom
was not in fact the haunted room but
Interestingly,
the haunted room had undergone ma-
joralterationsin the early 1920’s. The
place where the ghost had been float-
ing aboutatceiling level hadoriginally

the one directly below.

been the floor of the room above.

Dr. MacKay recorded later, “Call it
avision ifyoulike. Call itcoincidence.
Ifitwasonly adream, then itwas by far
the mostvivid I have ever had.”

Many others have seen the dismem-
bered woman right up to the present
day and some have also seen the lower
part of a woman’s body sitting on a
in the castle graveyard.
Perhaps there is no peace for her spirit
until her body is reunited but thatcould
never happen for the burial places are

tombstone

now unknown.
UT THE ghost of Meggemie
Castle is not the only mystery in
this long and twisting glen.

High up in the mountains at the
head of Glenlyon is the only surviving
shrine in Britain to the pre-Christian
Mother Goddess cult. Here is a small
stone house about three feet high, the
home of five oddly heavy stones
shaped like dumbbells. The largest,
measuring 18 inches high, is called
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The Cailleach or The Old Woman, and
the smallest is her daughter. The little
family has watched over thecattleherds
here since the beginning of recorded
Today Bob Bissett, the local
shepherd, continues the tradition by

time.

acting as their custodian. Each spring
he brings them reverentially outside
their house and in autumn ensures they
are snugly tucked away for the winter.

Strangest ofall is that this desolate
place is the birthplace of Pontius Pi-
late, said to be the love child of a
Romanofficerand alocaltribeswoman.
Certainly Caesar Augustus sent out
peace envoys in 10 B.C. to all nations
outside the Roman Empire.

old chronicles relate that one such
party made its way north into this wil-
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derness to greet the local Caledonian
king. They would have been given
tribeswomen during their stay overthe
Did
one of them become pregnant and did
the Roman officer take her and the
child back to Italy as a slave? It is
curious that Pontius derives from the
name of the noble Pontii family of
central Italy while Pilate comes from
Pilateus, the felt cap worn by a freed
Did the officer make his half-
barbarian son a free man?

winter as was normal practice.

slave.

Some say Pilate returned here todie
after being dismissed as Governor of
Judea and exiled. Oddly, a stone was
dug up here in 1900 which bore the
initials PP Perhaps his restless soul
seeks eternal peace in this wild place.

THOSE CHARMING BUNS

By Ida M.
TF YOU BAKE too many hotcross
Abuns for Easter, you can

wear them or hang them from the
ceiling.

Justafewcenturies ago buns were
worn for a whole year as charms
against sickness, shipwreck and bad
luck. Buns were hung upin homes for
good luck and as protection against
lightning. And crumbled into water,
they were a magical medicine.

After all, weren't they made from
the same dough as the church’s com-
munion wafers and wasn’t each bun
marked with a sacred cross, blessed

Pardue
and therefore magic? Before Christi-
anity came along, the Anglo-Saxons
offered little cross-topped wheaten
cakes to their spring goddess. They
also gave her colored eggs and baby
hares, which is no surprise when you
realize her name was Eostre.
Meanwhile, the Greeks in hoping
forallittle prosperity and protectionin
return, baked for several deities, but
especially for the greatmoon goddess
Diana. Round as Diana’s full moon,
each cake was decorated with the pa-
gan symbol for the moon’s quarters
— across.



When the army asked for an objective study of ESP, debunkers

took charge — with results th:

at were anything but objective.

By Dean I. Radin

N 1984 the U.S. Army Research In-
I stitute asked the National Academy

of Sciences to evaluate a variety
techniques that supposedly enhance
human performance. These techniques
included sleep-learning, accelerated
learning, biofeedback, neurolinguistic
programming, methods of integrating
brain activity and, although it is not a

PA I looked forward to the NRC’s
assessmentofparapsychology because
ofthe NRC maintains an explicit policy
of assembling balanced or neutral
committees when investigating scien-
1 expected
thata truly unbiased committee would

tific and technical issues.

find, as many of my colleagues and |
have found, that the results of pub-

technique per se, the field of parapsy
chology. The NAS responded to the
army’s request by directing its princi-
pal operating agency, the National
Research Council (NRC), to form a
study committee to examine the scien-
tific evidence for these techniques and
for parapsychological phenomena.
The Parapsychological Association
(PA) is an international organization
of scientists and scholars interested in
all aspects of the study of the paranor-
mal. The PA has been an affiliate of
the premier scientific organization in
the United States, the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, since 1969. As president of the

lished
provide exceptionally strong evidence

ological experiments

for anomalous (i.e., scientifically un-
explained) phenomena. Parapsycholo-
gistsoftenrefertosuch effectsas“psi,”
a neutral term indicating as yet un-
known principles or forces.

Our research findings can be sum-
marized as follows:

Over the last 50 years scientists
investigating psi phenomena have
developed repeatable laboratory stud-
ies thatdemonstrate the existence ofat
leastthree main classes ofunexplained
effects. These include the anomalous
influence of matterby mind (tradition-
ally called psychokinesis); theanoma-
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lous transfer of information from one
mind to another (telepathy); and the
nonsensory transfer of information
from the environmentto mind (remote
viewing or clairvoyance). These labo-
ratory studies strongly suggest that
some percentage of anecdotal reports
ofparanormal experienceare probably
real and cannot be explained away as
delusion, wishful thinking, selective
memory or hallucination. For many
people, especially scientists, the ex-
perimental data have proven more
persuasive than any number of anec-
dotal reports because they provide
rigorous scientific evidence that psi
anomalies do exist.

N DECEMBER 3,1987, the Na-

tionalResearch Council convened

a well-attended press conference
D.C
report, entitled Enhancing Human Per-
formance. At the press conference
John A. Swets, chairman of the NRC
Committee, said, “Perhaps our strong-

Washington, to announce its

estconclusions are in the area of para-
psychology.” The conclusion in the
report read, “The Committee finds no
scientific justification from research
conducted over a period of 130 years
for the existence of parapsychological
phenomena.”

Whathad happened? How couldan
impartial scientific panel arrive at a
conclusion that was diametrically
opposed to the opinions of many well-
qualifiedscientists whoare completely
familiar with the techniques and re-
sults ofexperimental parapsychology?

To help us understand this dispar-
ity, the Board of Directors ofthe Para-
psychological Association commis-
sioned an official response to the NRC
report The board chose three distin-
guished members ofour association to
write the report: John Palmer, a psy-
chologist at the Institute for Parapsy-
chology, Durham, N.C.; Charles Hon-
orton, aresearcherat the Psychophysi
cal Research Laboratories, Princeton,
NJ.; and Jessica Utts, a statistician at
the University of California at Davis.
(The PA’sreport, 27 pages in length, is
available for $2.00 from the Parapsy-
chological Association, Box 12236,
Research Triangle Park, N.C. 27709.)

our report reveals some disturbing
facts abouttheNRC Committeeand its
conclusions. These facts show that
key members of the NRC Committee
havebeen blatantly biased againstpara-
psychology for years, raising serious
doubts about the NRC Committee’s
scientific impartiality and competence
toassess the evidence for psiphenom-
ena.

There are three main findings:

(1) The two principal evaluators of
parapsychological research for the
NRC Committee have had a long-
standing public role in an organization
well known for i

impassioned cam-
paign against parapsychology.  In
contrast, there were no parapsycholo-
gists on the committee. This is in
direct violation of the NRC’s stated
policy of assigning members to com-
mittees “with regard to appropriate
balance.”
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(2) The NRC reportsystematically
omitted research findings favorable to
parapsychology but quoted liberally
from two background papers that sup-
ported the committee’s position. Such
flagrant bias is deplorable, especially
from a scientific committee charged
with conducting an equitable investi-
gation. And besides the presence of
overwhelming bias, we were shocked
to discover that the chairman of the
NRC Committee actually called one of
the authors of a commissioned back-
ground paper and asked him to with-
draw his conclusions — conclusions
favorable to parapsychology.

(3) Despite the committee’s con-
spicuous prejudice and despite its
clumsy attempt to suppress opposing
expert opinion, the report s self-con-
tradictory. For example, the commit-
tee widely touted its conclusion that
there is no evidence for psi phenom-
ena; yet by its own admission it could
offer no plausible alternatives to the
research it surveyed. One has to
wonder, ifthere was no evidence, why
the committee would then go on to
recommend that the army continue to
“monitor” parapsychological research
being conducted at several laborato-
ries in the United States and the Soviet
Union, as well as to suggest that the
army propose specific parapsychologi-
cal experiments that should be con-
ducted.

HE NRC Committee commis-
Tsloned 10 background papers by
experts in a variety of fields. One of
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DEAN I. RADIN, Ph.D., is in the
department of psychology at
Princeton University. The current
presidentofthe Parapsychological
Association, he has conducted
parapsychological research at

AT&T Bell Laboratories, at SRI
International and at Princeton
University.

these papers, by Dale Griffin of Stan-
ford University, discussed the diffi-
culty ofobjectivelyevaluatingevidence
when one is publicly committed to a
particular belief.
fin, “Probably the mostpowerful force

According to Grif-

motivating our desire to protect our
beliefs — from others’ attacks, from
our own questioning, and from the
challenge of new evidence —is com-
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mitment. . . . This drive to avoid
dissonance is especially strong when
the belief has led to public commit-
ment”

The Committee for Scientific In-
vestigation of Claims of the Paranor-
mal (CSICOP) is famous for its de-
bunking activities and its public com-

mitment against parapsychology.
CSICOP"s true position, far from the
“scientific investigation” it claims in
its middle name, is revealed in this
passage from aMarch 23,1985, fund-
raising letter “Belief in paranormal
phenomena is still growing, and the
dangers to our society are real.... In
these days of government budget cut-
ting, the Defense Department may be
spending millions of tax dollars in

developing ‘psychicarms’. ... Your

contribution, in any amount, will help
us grow and be better able to combat
the flood of beliefin the paranormal.”

This fund-raising letter was signed
by members of the CSICOP Executive
Council, including Ray Hyman, a
psychologist at the University of Ore-
gon. Hyman was one of the original
Fellows of CSICOP and remains an
active member of the Executive Coun-
cil. It turns out that he was also in
charge of evaluating parapsychology
for the NRC.

Another CSICOP Fellow and
member of the Executive Council,
James Alcock of York University, was
the only person commissioned by the
NRCCommittee towrite abackground
paper specifically on parapsychology.
Both Hyman and Alcock have written

extensively on theirbeliefsaboutpara-
psychology and both are publicly
committed to the notion that scientists
who accept the evidence for psi phe-
nomena are foolish.

Because the NRC Committee had
no members who had demonstrated a
more open-minded attitude toward
parapsychology, itis hardly surprising
thatthe CSICOP prejudice is reflected
in the report’s conclusions. But it is
disturbing that the NRC did not move
toprevent this one-sided point of view
by appointing a more balanced com-

mittee.

the background papers the commit-

tee commissioned, those by Gri
and Alcock, both ofwhom were c
cal of parapsychology. A third paper,
which reviewed experiments in all of

I HAVE already mentioned two of

the performance-enhancement areas
consideredby the NRC, waswritten by
Monica Harris and Robert Rosenthal
of Harvard University.

The NRC report does not even
mention Harris and Rosenthal’s con-
clusions about a class of telepathy
experiments they reviewed: “The situ-
ation for the ganzfeld domain seems
reasonably clear. We feel itwould be
implausible to entertain the null [hy-
pothesis] given the combined p from
these 28 studies.... When the accu-
racy rate expected under the null
[hypothesis] is 1/4, we estimate the
obtained accuracy rate to be about
1/3.” (The term ““ganzfeld” refers toa

form of sensory stimulation used to
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induce a pleasant, mildly altered men-
tal state. Ganzfeld stimulation is used
in a class of telepathy experiments.)

In nontechnical language, Harris
and Rosenthal are saying that there is
persuasive evidence for the existence
of telepathy in the ganzfeld experi-
ments. Later in their report they com-
pared the ganzfeld experiments to
experimentsin fourother, nonparapsy-
chological research areas and con-
cluded that “only the ganzfeld ESP
studies regularly meet the basic re-
quirements of sound experimental
design.”

Rosenthal, a distinguished social-
science methodologist, holds no com-
mitment to the existence or nonexist-
ence of parapsychological effects.
Given the NRC Committee’s unbal-
anced composition, itwas predictable,
ifdeplorable, thatthecommittee would
ignore any positive findings. What
happened next, however, borders on
the incredible. John Swets, the chair-
man of the NRC Committee, called
Rosenthal after reading his favorable
statements about the ganzfeld experi-
ments and actually asked him to with-
draw his conclusions. Not all of his
conclusions, mind you, only those
pertaining to parapsychology.

Fortunately Rosenthal refused.
Later, when Swets was asked why he
attempted to get Rosenthal to with-
draw his favorable conclusions about
the ganzfeld experiments, heexplained,
“We thought the quality of our analy-
sis was better, and we didn’tsee much
point in putting out mixed signals”
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(The Chronicle ofHigher Education,
September 14,1988, page A10). In-
credibly, Swets then added, “I didn’t
feel we were obliged to represent ev-
ery pointofview.”

This remarkable statement reveals
the NRC Committee’s unique inter-
pretation of the meaning of scientific
impartiality. ~ Apparently the only
appropriate viewsconcerningparapsy-
chology were negative ones. And it
was an interesting “coincidence” that
expert opinions favorably inclined
toward parapsychology, including
those explicitly commissioned by the
committee, were all of “low quality”
and therefore ignored.

HENRC's main conclusion about
psi phenomena — no scientific

justification after 130yearsofresearch

— is not only unsupported but flatly
contradicted by the committee’s re-
port

First of all, the committee did not
examine research conducted over a
periodof130years. Allofthe research
reviewed had been conducted within
thepast fewdecades. Laboratorypara-
psychology, which dates back to the
1930’s, has a long history of signifi-
cantfindings, none ofthem mentioned
inthereport. The unsubstantiated**130
years” reference can be traced — not
surprisingly — directly to Ray Hy-
man, chairman of the NRC Subcom-
mittee on Parapsychology.

In an article published more than
two years before the NRC report,
Hyman wrote, “The total accumula-
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tion of 130 years’ worth of psychical
investigation has not produced any
consistent evidence for paranormality
that can withstand acceptable scien-
tific scrutiny” (A Skeptic's Handbook
of Parapsychology [1985], pages 3-
96). Avyear later, Hyman again wrote,
“The parapsychological
despite a history of more than 130
years of inquiry, is not ready to be
placed before the scientific commu-
nity forjudgment” (Proceedings ofthe
IEEE, 74,1986, page 848).

What did the committee actually
examine? The NRC reportshows that
the committee selected and reviewed
several experiments that provide evi-
dence for psi phenomena. The com-
mittee then described the so-called
smoking-gun argument, which is a
technique commonly used by skeptics
to attempt to explain away positive
experimental results. With this type of
argument, a skeptic casts doubt on
positive findings by implying that the
results were not due to psi but to some

evidence,

other factor, such as a flaw in experi-
mental methodology. To its credit the
committee frankly acknowledged that
“we do not have a smoking gun, nor
have we demonstrated a plausible al-
ternative” (italics added).

After admitting that it was com-
pletely stumped by the experiments it
chose to examine, it went right ahead
and explained away the resuilts using
the metaphor of a “dirty test tube.” It
describes this metaphor as follows:
“Thegistofthis typeofcriticism is that
test tubes should be clean when doing
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careful and important scientific re-
search. Totheextentthatthe testtubes
were dirty, it is suggested that the
experiment was not carried out ac-
cording to acceptable scientific stan-
dards. Consequently, the results re-

main suspect even though the critic
cannot demonstrate that the dirtin the
test tubes was sufficient to have pro-
duced the outcome. ..” (italics added).

Inotherwords, thecommitteecould

think of no adequate scientific expla-
nation for the experimental results that
ithad selected and reviewed, and since
thecommitteememberscould notbring
themselves to admit the existence ofa
genuine anomaly, they resorted to the
use of a weak metaphor to explain
In ordinary words,
the dirty test tube metaphor can be

away the resuits.

rephrased as, “It is impossible; there-
fore there mustbe some other explana-
tion.” This is, quite literally, preju-
dice. And itisimportantto realize that
this is the best that the NRC Commit-
tee could come up with to explain

away the experimental evidence.
Considering the committee’s strong
motivation todebunkparapsychology,
its admission of not being able to find

plausible alternatives must be taken as

acompelling endorsement of the exis-
tence of psi anomalies.

HENRC's findingsaboutparapsy-
chological phenomenaare wrong.
Anomalous effects that cannot

explained by the prevailing scientific

world view continue to be demon-
strated, repeatedly, in laboratory stud-

3
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ies. Scientific assessments of several
classes of experiments using a rela-
tively new statistical technique called
“meta-analysis” — in which each re-
lated experimentisusedas adatapoint
inalarger, more comprehensive analy-
sis of a particular line of research —
show with a high degree ofconfidence
that independent investigators have
successfully replicated psi effects in
laboratory studies.

Some of these effects include te-
lepathy under ganzfeld stimulation,
telepathy during the dream state, psy-
chokinesis with random-number gen-
erators, remote viewing, the efficacy
of hypnosis in improving ESP scores,
and the predictability of ESP scores
with the Defense Mechanism Test (a
psychological test for perceptual de-
fensiveness).

The NRC established the policy of
forming balanced study committees
when evaluating controversial topics
because scientists are not immune to
personal biases, inconsistent beliefs,
political pressure and less-than-exem-
plary conduct when confronting unor-
thodox ideas. Because the powerful
biasing effects of preconceived no-
tions are wellknown in social psychol-
ogy, it is deplorable that some mem-
ber of the NRC Committee appar-
ently chose to ignore the NRC’s sound
policy.

When Swets was asked why he had
only confirmed skeptics on his com-
mittee, he replied that the committee
did not have any members who were
advocates for any ofthe performance-
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enhancing methods that were evalu-
ated. Taken at face value, this sounds
like a reasonable answer. But given
that we know something about the
beliefs of the persons who evaluated
the evidence, we can only infer that it
was acceptable to include i
who were known to advocate against
fields under evaluation.

Hyman claims he is neutral, report-
edly saying, “I don’t care about para-
psychology. To me it's a very dull
topic” (Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion, September 14, 1988, page AS5).
This is a peculiar statement for some-
one who has been writing about the
topic since the 1950’s. Itseems to me
that anyone who has been actively
involved in a scientific field for more
than 30 years, as a researcher or a
critic, hardly finds the topic “very dull.”
In any case, Hyman’s prominent roto
in CSICOP overrides any possible
claim of neutrality.

The PA’s response goes into more
detail about the prejudicial nature of
the NRC report Besides discussing
the issues mentioned above, the report
documents several classes of psi ex-
periments that have been shown to be
replicable; it shows how many of the
NRC Committee’s arguments are
spurious; it discusses potential appli-
cations of psi phenomena; and it re-
veals numerous instances in which

iduals

rhetorical tactics — which are highly
improper inascientific report—were
liberally used by the NRC tocastdoubt
on the credibility of parapsychology.
Among these tactics were guilt by
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association, innuendo and unsubstan-
tiated comments attributed to anony-
mous “experts.”

The parapsychological
warrants serious attention by the sci-
en

evidence

c community. | suspectthateven
some of the staunchest skeptics be-
lieve this butare loath to admit it For
example, we can see Hyman strug-
gling to maintain hisequilibrium when
confronted with “impossible” evidence
for psi when he calls our severe criti-
cisms of the NRC’s report “kind of
silly”—and yet he cannot dismiss the
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evidence altogether because he is, af-
ter all, one of a small group of scien-
tists who have seriously looked at the
literature.  In Hyman’s words, “I'm
one ofthe fewcriticswhoknows them,
who reads their literature, and who
goes to their conventions.”

Perhaps this is why despite his harsh
treatment of parapsychology he pro-
“Parapsychologists should be
g. This was the first govern-

fesses.
rej

ment committee that said their work
should be taken seriously.”
At least we can agree on that

MAMMOTH VOID FEEDS ON STARS
By W. Ritchie Benedict

NASTRONOMERhasevidence
of a black hole in space with a

sun, is acting like a celestial vacuum
atthe center of Andromeda, a galaxy

mass one million times that of arthat is one of the closest neighbors to

known before. According to the
CanadianPress, JohnKormendy, who
normallyworksataNational Research
Council observatory in Victoria, Brit-
ish Columbia, made the discovery
while working in Hawaii.

Experts suggesthis discovery, with
amass 10 million times that of the

the earth s Milky Way. Believed to
be the remnants of stars that bum out
and collapse in on themselves, black
holes feed on stars and gases—suck-
ing nearby objects into an incredibly
compact mass. Gravity in the col-
lapsed star is so strong thateven light
can‘tescape becoming invisible.

KRISHNA’S CITY UNEARTHED
By John Ellis Sech

F INDIAN archaeologists are cor-
I rect, the ruins of the legendary city

these tales to be exaggerated stories
told to add importance to minor tribal

of Dwarka have been discovered off leaders and their nomadic tribes. But

India’s west coast submerged in the
Arabian Sea. Dwarka was the home
ofindia’slegendary god-king Krishna.

According to legend, Dwarka was
amajor metropolitan center in 1500
B.C. Many experts have considered

thediscovery oftheseruins, which in-
cludestraces oftemples, fortifications,
streets, palaces and docks along al-
most 20 miles of coast, indicates that
perhaps India’s darkagemay nothave
been so dark after all.



Remarkable archaeological discovery sheds new light on some of

the New Testament's

most famous tales.

By Bill Clark
Reprinted with permission from Our Sunday Visitor

SRAELI archaeologists have an-
nounced the discovery of a large
wooden fishing boat dating from the

time of Jesus.

The boat, which is the only one of
itskindknown toexist, wasdiscovered
by two kibbutzniks who were explor-
ing the shallow waters of the Sea of
Galilee about a quarter mile from this
Galilean village. The discovery im-
mediately evoked international atten-
tion.

The seaside village of Ginnosar is
usually identified as the place where
Jesus preached and cured: *“And when
they had crossed over, they came to
land at Gennesaret [Ginnosar], and
moored to the shore. And when they
got out of the boat, immediately the
people recognized him, and ran about
the whole neighborhood and began to
bring sick people on their pallets toany
place where they heard he was. And
wherever he came, in villages, cities,
or country, they laid the sick in the
market places, and besought him that
they might touch even the fringe ofhis
garment; and as many as touched it
were made well." (Mark 6:53-56.)

Dr. Sheli Waxman, Inspector of
Underwater Archaeology of the Israel

a4

Antiquities Department, said that the
boat appears to date from the century
before Jesus, but might have been in
service at the time Jesus was preaching
inthisregion. “Boatconstructiondidn’t
change very quickly in antiquity,” he
said. *'I think that any future pictoral
representation ofJesus around the lake
and its fishermen will be based on this
boat.”

Prof. J. Richard Steffy, one of the
world’s leading authorities on ancient
boats, dropped his work in the United
States immediately and, within hours
of hearing the news, was flying to
Israel to inspect the new find. “Iam
really surprised by the boat being in
suchgoodcondition,"Prof. Steffysaid
after inspecting the craft

The discovery is now removed from
the muddy sea bottom, and protected
by a tarpaulin. Volunteers continue
bathing the boatday and nightwith sea
water to prevent the wood from drying
out and disintegrating. Meanwhile,
thearchaeologistsare cleaning thecraft
in preparation for impregnating its
wood with chemical preservatives.

Although the boatis still very much
encrusted with the sediments of 2000
years, some basic descriptions have



already been noted. The craft is about
25-feet long, six-feet wide and only
2'A feetfrom top to bottom—suggest-
ing that it floated quite low in the
water. Some observers suspect this
design might have made it easier for
fishermen to haul heavy nets into their
boats. But this also made the boat par-
ticularly vulnerable to storms and to
overloading. This adds to our under-
standing of the fears of the apostles
when a sudden storm broke over the
SeaofGalilee: “And when he got into
the boat, his disciples followed him.
And behold, there arose a great storm
on the sea, so that the boat was being
swamped by the waves; but he was
asleep. And they wentand woke him,
saying, ‘Save, Lord; weare perishing.’
And he said to them, ‘Why are you
afraid, O men oflittle faith?’ Then he
rose and rebuked the winds and the
sea; and there was a great calm”
(Matthew 8:23-26). (Incidentalso re-
ported in Mark 4:37 and Luke 8:22.)
The dimensions oftheboat permita
mathematical calculation oftheamount
offish theapostles caught: ““And when
he had ceased speaking, he said to
Simon, ‘Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.” And

Simon answered,
allnightand took nothing! Butatyour
And
when they had done this, they enclosed
a great shoal of fish; and as their nets
were breaking, they beckoned to their
partners in the other boat to come and
help them. And they came and filled
both the boats so that they began to
sink” (Luke 5:4-7).

Estimating thatsuch aboathasabout
one foot of freeboard — the distance
between thewater lineand the topedge
ofthe hull—andapplying Archimedes’
principle (abody immmersed ina fluid
is buoyed up by a force equal to the
weight of the fluid displaced), it is
calculated that the apostles caught
nearly six tons offish, evenly divided
between two boats, similar to the one
recently discovered in the Seaof Gali-
lee. Withsuchaload, each boatwould
have had about one inch left before
waterbegan spillingoverthe topofthe
hull, or, as St. Luke putit, “filled both
the boats, so that they began to sink.”

There is no apparent seating in the
boat, and so sailors must have simply
saton the bottom ofthe hull. The bow

‘Master, we toiled

word I will let down the nets.”

is more rounded than in modem boats,
although its precise shape won't be



defined until the boatis cleanedand its
waterlogged hull is dried and impreg-
nated with chemical preservative.
Thearchaeologists think theremight
be yet another boat in the vicinity, as
during theexcavation ofthis discovery
they found pieces ofwood which they
presume might be from a second craft
Archaeologists think that the boat
might be kept for display near the Sea
ofGalilee as an attraction for pilgrims
once it has been restored. This might
take some time, however, and some
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archaeologists are talking about many
years of work, perhaps even a decade,
before the craft is completely recon-
structed and available for public dis-
play. Two authorities will probably
share the right to restore and display
the boat: Kibbutz Ginnosar, where it
was found, and the Migdal Regional
Council, which is the regional author-
ity along the western shores of the Sea
ofGalilee. Migdal, incidentally, is the
modem name of Magdala, the home-
town of St Mary Magdalene.

SNAILS KEEP BEACHES ROCKY
ARK D. Bertness, amarineecologistat Brown University, has found that
without the dime-sized periwinkles to keep the rocks clean, rocky
beaches in New England are rapidly covered with algae, then with mud,
eventually creating a marsh. This species has an inordinate effect on the

ecology of acommunity.

YETI PHOTOS IN DOUBT
y John Ellis Sech

PHYSICIST employed by the
X >XManchester electric power net-
work in England, Anthony B. Wool-
dridge is also an amateur runner. On
March 6,1986, while running achar-

rocks and a snow field.

“I had never thought much ofthe
yetis until thatday, "Wooldridge said.
“But actually seeing one of these
creatureschanges one's perspective.”

ity marathon between Gangaria and
Hemkund in northern India, Wool-
dridge took photographs which he
maintains are of the yeti.

The photos were taken atan eleva-
tion of 11,000 feet on a Himalayan
trail near the border of India and Ti-
bet. The first photo shows tracks in
the snow. The prints appear to be
made by enormously large feet with
wide, turned-outtoes. Theotherphoto
shows what appears to be a vaguely
humanformsilhouettedagainstcraggy

Ther ,however, that
Wooldridge even saw, much less
photographedayeti. Grovers. Krantz,
ananthr ashir
University, believes that he is mis-
taken inwhat he saw. Krantzrelates
that Wooldridge never actually saw
the thing move. Krantz concludes
that, “There are other details thatlook
wrong, too. The head, for instance,
doesn’t appear to join the spine atan
angle one would find in a primate, if
that’s what itis.”
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LEAPING THE LANGUAGE
BARRIER
By Lois V. Stevenson
N A TRIP to Europe in Octo-
Ober 1972, my husband John

and | with a group of other coupld® a boarding house

took a tourist boat down the Rhine
River. Itwas perhaps the worst time
to go, for the water was filthy and
low. The boat stayed in deeper
waters near the river's center. Fog
blanketed the area and castles at the
tops of low hills could not be seen
by us tourists.

On arriving at Bonn, three cou-
ples of our group, including my hus-
band and me, left the boat and
rented a Volkswagen bus. We took
to the autobahn, stopping at scenic
spots along the way, and were glad
to get to see a castle.

We stopped in Frankfort to put
up for the night, but to our dismay
all the rooms were rented, conven-
tion groups having taken over the

envelope.

town. We were tired and the fog,
which had lifted earlier, plagued us
again as night fell. We traveled on
to the next stop, trying to find some
rooms, and finally we were directed
in a small
nearby village named Ifleheim.

A middle-aged couple ran the
boarding house and they talked flu-
ent German, but no English. Our

Lois V. Stevenson
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efforts at conversation were limited
togestures. All three couples looked
at each other, wondering how to
negotiate.
I had
town settled by German farmer

lived in a small Kansas
immigrants and had German class-
mates, with whom I sometimes went
to church. The entire service was
conducted in German. We also had
German next-door neighbors who
teased us in German, saying they
would call the police if we didn’t
stay out of their unfenced yard.
Their threats were all in fun to
them, butwe were too little to know
it was just a game they played.

Now here we were, in Germany,
listening as the boarding house lady
spoke to us in what sounded like
pure gibberish. We looked at Har-
lan, the only one of German extrac-
tion in our group. He shook his
head, and then, finally paying atten-
tion, | understood to my amaze-
ment what she was saying.

1 began to nod my head in under-
standing. She was as happy as | was.
Three sleeping rooms were needed,
and 1 told the couples she had one
room atthis house, another room in
a building at the other end of the
block and a third room, to be driven
to a half mile away. My sudden
comprehension seemed incredible.

Even as | gave the other direc-
tions, 1 could not believe | was able
to do so, but | proved to be right.
Did my knowledge ofGerman come
from memories of the German

FATE

speech | had heard as a child? Or
was telepathy the answer?—Ramo-
na, Calif.
THREE DREAMS
By Patricia Bailey

|N OCTOBER 1970 my only

daughter Sue was expecting her
first baby. Many miles separated us
but our letters flew back and forth.
She wrote of the nursery, clothing
bought for the expected baby, her
folk remedy for morning sickness.
Pictures arrived showing her in her
first maternity dress. Happily we
waited for the child.

One Wednesday night I went to
bed early. In the night something
more real than a dream woke me. |
had heard Sue's voice screaming,
“Mommy, Mommy!”

I got up feeling something was
wrong, but I convinced myself | was
just over-anxious about Sue.

Thursday night again in my sleep
I heard her screaming, “Mommy,
Mommy!” I got up. **1 know some-
thing is wrong,” I said aloud. **I just
know it.” She had no telephone. All
I had was my son-in-law’s number
at work. | dared not call except in
an emergency. | was up all night
telling myself that my dream had
been only about what was on my
mind when 1 fell asleep.

Friday night | dreaded going to
bed but fell asleep at once. 1 awoke
at 3:00 A.M. In adream I had seen
Sue lying on an operating table with
blood all over it. | heard her say,
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“The baby is dying.” | knew she had
lost her baby and was hemorrhag-
ing.

I decided to call Jim at work
about mid-morning. 1 didn't care if
he thought | was crazy. | had to
know if Sue was all right.

Just after daybreak the phone
rang. It was Jim, crying. “We lost
the baby!” he said. “Sue hemor-
rhaged since Wednesday night.
They operated about three o'clock
this morning. We nearly lost Sue,
too.”

He explained he had not left her
side to call anyone.

Sue's next baby was healthy and
the delivery was normal. Sitting at
the kitchen table later with Sue, |
watched her holding her new daugh-
ter. As we sipped coffee | told her of
my three dreams. She replied, “Days
before the miscarriage started 1,
too, had a dream. | knew my baby
would be dead.” She explained that
her doctorfelt the unborn child had
had an abnormality.

The infant she was holding was
softly cooing and Sue's face was
alight with happiness. All was well.
—Rockford, NI

NERVOUS AT THE PARTY
By Gary L. Wright
Y FATHER died when | was
ayear old and my stepfather
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ever, very little discipline. As a
result, | ended up with the wrong
crowd and fell to drinking on week-
ends. At 16 | was a party animal.

On a beautiful autumn night in
October 1972, a friend of mine in
Tupper Lake, N.Y., threw a party
while his parents were away for the
weekend. | showed up around 7:00
P.M. and the keg was flowing freely.
1 began to indulge.

Atthe party was Janet, a girl that
I had been trying to get close to
since school began in September.
On this particular night, she was
responding to my advances. It
looked like the best party of the
year. | was having a ball.

About 10:30 that night, | started
to get nervous. | had already had a
few beers and couldn’timagine what
was wrong. Janet was showing affec-
tion and 1 should have been having
a great time. About half an hour
later 1 left the party, much to the
amazement of all my friends and the

died when | was 11.1 was the baby

of the family and because | had no
father from 11 on, my mother and |
developed strong bonds. | had, how-

Gary L. Wright
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girl | was with in particular.

As | neared the apartment |
shared with my mother, my nervous-
ness was replaced with a feeling of
great urgency. 1 rushed up the stairs
and opened the apartment door to a
fog of smoke.

I ran to my mother's room, calling
to her as I went. | found her fast
asleep with her mattress smoldering.
I quickly roused her and got her
into fresh air. I then began putting
out the fire. Mattress fires are dif-
ficult to extinguish. It took several
pails of water.

Mother had fallen asleep holding
a lighted cigarette and for some
reason had slept through the smoke.

1 don't know how to explain the
incident. Under ordinary circum-
stances, | would never have left that
party so early. For some reason |
got home before the mattress could
blaze up, or my mother could be
overcome by smoke inhalation.

I can only call it my first and
strongest psychic experience.
—saranac Lake, N. Y.

FORESEEN SIDESWIPE
By Richard Billings
N SEPTEMBER 1987 while
watching television in my apart-
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talking to the driver, whose face |
could notsee. In this vision another
car sped into view and sideswiped
the vehicle | was in. I felt my body
thrown forward, my head hitting
the dashboard.

At that point the vision ended
and 1 found myselfin my apartment,
lying on the sofa and sweating pro-
fusely. Having had such experiences
before, I knew I had had a premoni-
tion. In the weeks that followed |
kept my eyes and ears open, expect-
ing to hear about an accident that
happened as in my vision.

Five months later on February
19, 1988, | was on my way home
from classes at Western Piedmont
Community College in Morgan-
N.C., being driven by my
friend, Kathryn Lamborn, in her
small car. We were about to turn at

town,

an intersection when another car,
trying to beat the traffic and the
stoplight, sideswiped our car on the
driver's side, sending it spinning
into the middle of the highway.

My friend was knocked uncon-
scious, suffering a fractured rib,
while I was thrown forward, strik-
ing the top of my head on the
dashboard three times and fractur-

ing my left hand. | did not lose

ment in Valdese, N.C., I suddenly consciousness, and as we were being

found myself losing consciousness.
1 collapsed on the sofa and felt that
my soul was leaving my body and
entering total blackness.

I next envisioned myselfsitting in
the passenger seat of asmall car and

rushed to the hospital, my thoughts
wandered back to the premonition |
had experienced that evening in
September — and which, on this
cold day in February, came to pass.
— valdese, N.C.



An inner guide named Alex trained me

for passage from life to “not-life.”

By Hal Zina Bennett

I'17 HENIWAS in high school back
W inMichigan, 35 yearsago, Iwas

hunting in the woods near my home.
shot two rabbits and took them home
fordinner thatnight. When I made the
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incision to skin the second animal, the
room filled with a putrid smell. 1
literally jumped back from the animal
1 was skinning, and as 1 did I nicked
myself with my hunting knife.
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I didn’teateither oftheanimals, but
the small cut on my hand was enough
toinfectme with whatthedoctors later
diagnosed as Tularemia. Within days,
whatat firstappeared to becold symp-
toms turned intoa fever thatclimbed to
105degrees. | was raced to the hospital
and zipped inside a plastic body bag.
They filled thebagwith icetobring my
temperature down.

1went into a comaand in the proc-
ess1had aclear sense ofhavingleftmy
body. 1 looked upon my physical suf-
fering with benign detachment.
tainly itwas not something to be taken
very seriously.

Cer-

I was able to move
about freely, outside my body, except
that part of me was still attached as
though by an invisible leash.

I remember being in a startlingly
bright tunnel oflight, passing through
itsmoothly. | don’tremember feeling
frightened. If anything, | experienced
a sense of quiet exhilaration. As |
approached theend ofthe tunnel, | saw
an opening into endless, dimension-
less space. But here | stopped and
turned around.

I looked back down the tunnel
toward where my body lay, packed in
ice on the hospital bed. Itwasatnight.
1 saw my father sitting in achair beside
the bed, and hewascrying. | had never
seenmy fathercry, and itdisturbedme.
Iremember tryingtocommunicatewith
him, and I could notfigure outwhy he
should be so unhappy. Then I realized
that | was dying, that my spirit was
withdrawing from my body. Thatwas
what Dad was so unhappy about Ina
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way it didn’t make sense. Death was
notsomething tobe upsetabout Itwas
all natural, simple, even ordinary.

I noticed that the body in the bed
was breathing shallowly and looked
terribly gaunt. | was able to identify it
asmy own body butit bore only abare
resemblance to what 1'd seen in the

mirror a month or so before. Then |
began to see that | had a decision to
make: to live or to die. It seemed
arbitrary at that moment, and | found
myselfquite attractedto thatbrilliantly
lighted universe at the other end of the
tunnel.

My final decision was based, in
part, on my sympathy for my father. |
couldn’tstand his being so unhappy. |
also reasoned thatbeing only 16atthe
time, 1 might as well stick around and
find out what life was all about.

Having made the decision to con-
tinue my life, I setouton ajourney that
1 might not have chosen had I under-
stood what | was getting myselfin for.
Upon returning to my body, | found
that I had to work harder than I'd ever
worked»in my life to keep my spirit
inside my body. The physical stuffof
me was, it appeared, badly damaged
by the disease. | had lost 40 pounds
and looked like a walking skeleton.
Allmy hair had fallen out. |was blind.
And my senses had gotten mixed up—
sounds sometimes manifested as im-
agesinmy brain; lightsometimes trans-
lated into physical sensations that
rippled over my skin, sometimes like a
caress, at other times like an itch, and
the physical world I'd chosen to return
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to made only minimal sense. 1 feltas
though everything had to be learned all
over again.

Gradually, over the months, my
sight returned, my senses straightened
out, and the physical world once again
became manageable. Butthankstothe
“rabbit’s revenge,” as | now call it, |
never again saw life with the same
eyes.

HE EXPERIENCE was repeated
T12 years later following a motor-
cycle accident Again there was the
tunnel oflight, the glimpse ofthe Infi-
nite beyond, the choice to make be-
tween living and not living, and then
the struggle back to physical health.

Ten years after the motorcycle
accident, | began to ask why such
experiences had been given me, for |
saw both these near-death experiences
as gifts, part of the material | was to
work with in this life. At the time |
came to this realization, | was working
fora publisher which asked if | would
be interested in editing a manuscript it
had received from another author. 1
said I would take a look. It turned out
to be a book on death and dying. |
realized itwas time tocarefully exam-
ine my ownexperiences with death, so
1 took the opportunity of working on
the book to dojust that.

White working on the book about
dying, I was alsofinishing up The Well
Body Book, which I was writing with
Mike Samuels. 1 lived in Berkeley,
Calif., and Mike lived in West Marin.
1 would commute a couple of times a

weekasMikeand I did the final editing
on our book.

On the drive between West Marin
and Berkeley, | began talking with
what | took to be an imaginary charac-
ter who appeared in my mind as a
character froma favorite bookor movie
might appear. However, this was not
someone | knew from either of these
sources. He introduced himself to me
as Alex.

In the months of commuting be-
tween Marin and Berkeley, Alex and |
had long conversations about death,
many of which | recorded on a tape
recorder | carried in my car. One
evening as | was going through San
Anselmo, Alex interrupted our con-
versation and said, “Stop here and visit
Ann X.”

I was startled by this demand. Up
until then | had thought of Alex as
nothing more than an intellectual foil
forme. Certainly ithadneveroccurred
to me that he might be an entity sepa-
rate from myself.

I questioned him, “Why should |
visitAnn? I haven'tseen herinyears.”

In my mind’s eye, Alex shrugged.
In a rather amused way he said, *'Suit
yourself. However, you could be of
service toher. She’s havingadifficult
time.”

Atlast, to satisfy my own curiosity,
I turned off and drove up to Ann’s
house. | knocked on the door, and it
openedalmostimmediately. Ann stood
in the open door and stared at me in
disbelief.

“I'vejustbeen thinking aboutyou,”
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shesaid. ‘1 even thoughtaboutcalling
you on the phone.”

“What’s going on?” | asked.

She invited me in and over coffee
told me thata mutual friend ofours had
died only a few days before. He was a
young man, and his death had been the
resultofaviolentand sudden accident.

“Since he died,” Ann told me, “itis
like he is always here, nagging at me,
pulling at me, son of the way a child
does when itneeds your attention. It's
driving me crazy, and | don’t know
what to do.”

Alex’s purpose in my life became
something quite different at that
moment. He was no longer a fantasy
forplaying games with insidemy head.
1 asked him, “Is this why you sent me
to visit Ann?”

He answered,
factly, that it was.

rather matter-of-

“So now what do I do?" | asked.

He gave me detailed instructions
for Ann: The next time her dead friend
nagged her, she should go to a quiet
place, sitdown, and just be with him.
“Speak to him as though he was really
there. Ask him what he wants from
you. Be open to him. Give him per-
mission to die, to leave this life and go
on. Ask him ifthere is any unfinished
business that he needs you to finish for
him.”

Ann said she felt it was crazy talk-
ing to someone whowas dead, but she
would doiL Atthe very least it might
make her feel better.

1left, and aweek later Ann called to
tell me that she had done what I (actu-
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ally Alex) had told her todo, and ithad
worked. She had spoken with her dead
friend and they had said good-bye to
each other. She feltat peace, and she

was satisfied that he was at peace.

FTERTHIS Alex became avalu-
able inner resource for me.
Through him I've learned much th

cannot imagine would have otherwise
been accessible to me.

When I got the news that my father
was dying, in 1973, Alex told me that
1 should goback to Michigan tobewith
him and that I should be his “guide,”
helping him in his passage from life to
not-life. (The term “not-life” was
“Death,” he tells me, “‘is the
process; it is not what you have after
your life is over.”)

1 argued with Alex about my taking
the role as my father’s guide, saying |
knew nothing about this; that I had

Alex’s.

never been around a dying person
before and would notknowwhattodo.
He said, “On the contrary. You know
a great deal about it.
there yourself — or at least almost

You've been

there.” This was, of course, in refer-
ence to the “rabbit’s revenge.”

1 asked Alex if he would help me,
and he said he would, but that | would
have many others to assist me along
the way. “How will | know who they
are?” 1 asked.

“They will tell you,” he said, witha
tone thatimplied that | was acomplete
idiot

1 wanted more direction than this
from him, so I asked for more details,
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for some kind ofclue aboutthe kind of
help I would get and how I would
recognize iL

Inamysterious Count Dracula sort
of voice, with which he seemed to be
mocking me, he said, “You will meet
an older woman soon, who will tell
you all you need to know to take the
next step.”

“Sure,” | thought “Very funny!”
Thejoke—and he did treat itas ajoke
— didn’t seem appropriate, given the
circumstances.

Later that day | went to the travel
agency to pick up an airplane ticket I'd
ordered. | was inadark moodas I left
the agency, and as | went out the door
1 literally bumped intoan olderwoman.
1 stepped away, apologizing, and as |
did so I recognized her as the real-

estate saleswoman who had sold me a
house a few years before.

“Where are you going?” she asked,
with a thick Southern Italian accent
which instantly reminded me of my
dialogue with the “Count Dracula”
Alex only hours before. 1 told her that
my father was dying and | was going
back to be with him.

She held up her index finger melo-
dramatically: *“You must come to my
office and speak to me rightnow,” she
said. “I have something important to
tell you.”

1 nodded yes.
said itwould be.

I went down the street with her to
heroffice. She cancelled her appoint-
ments for the next hour and told me
what she said I needed to know. Two

It was as Alex had

55

years before this, her own father had
died. She, too, had gone to be with
him. Itjust so happened that he had
died of exactly the same disease as my
father’s. She told mewhattoexpectin
theprocess, how tostay focused on the
spiritual meaning ofhis death, how to
give him comfort, even though some
ofthe things 1 would see him gothrough
would be shocking tome. Theinstruc-
tions were clear, at times disturbingly
graphic, though later | found that they
preparedmewell for the reality | had to
face.

As a result of the assistance | got
from this woman, from Alex, and from
asecond inner-guide who appeared to
me, my father's death was an easy
In the hours I sat with him,
my guides were always present, and

passage.

the comfort they gave me, and which |
was able to offer other members of the
family, was profound.

LEX AGAIN served me in my
Arole as a guide for dying people

'when my friend Beverly G. died.
been visiting her in hospice for several
months, and then she appeared to be
getting better and was released to go
home. Shewasstayingwith herbrother
in SantaClara, Calif., andseemedtobe
doing well.

One afternoon | was just returning
to my office from lunch when Alex
said tome, “Run toyouroffice and call
Beverly. She’s dying.”

I didn’t question him this time. |
immediately did as | was told.
Beverly’s brother answered the phone

I hac
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and told me that Beverly couldn’t talk
tome.

“She’s acting crazy,” he said. “I
justcant makesenseofanything she s
saying.”

1 said to her brother, “Charles, your
sister is dying. Please do what I say.
Sit down with her, don't try to do
anything exceptbe with her. Do what
Isay.”

I am not ordinarily aggressive in
situations like this, but I was then, and
Charles did as I told him.

1asked him to hold the telephone to
his sister’s ear. He did this, and I said
hello to Beverly. Do you know who
this is?” I asked.

“Ofcourse Ido,” shesaid. “It's Hal.
1’'m so glad to hear you.”

“How are you doing?

“Good-bye,” she said. “Good-bye,
good-bye, good-bye, good-bye.”

“Where are you going?” | asked.

“To heaven," she said. **I'm going
to heaven.”

“That’s great,” | said. “You have
many friends there, don’t you?”

“Many friends,” she said. ~She
sighed, happily I thought Then she
said, “Oh, look at them.

She stopped in mid-sentence, then
said, “Good-bye. Good-bye, Hal.”

I heard the phone click. 1 hung up,
then immediately called back. The
linewasbusy. Icalledagainandagain.
Twenty minutes later, whenher brother
finally answered the phone, I learned
that upon saying good-bye to me,
Beverly folded her hands on herchest,
smiled and said, “Thatwas Hal. What

I asked.

Isee....”
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awonderful family | have.” Sheclosed
her eyes and was gone.
>

discover my “gifts of service” as

Alex has described them to me. Weall
have these gifts: some in the spiritual
realm, others in the physical. And
according to Alex, it does not matter
what these gifts happen to be, whether
chopping wood, clerking in a store or
acting as a spiritual leader—all are of
equal value to the universe, none to be
judged greater or more important than
another.

“The gift each man and woman
brings,” Alex says, “is the important
thing. The quality of the gift, not the
activity thatis the vehicle for express-
ing the gift, is the key.”

When my mother died, Alex was
again present. My family had been
through the hospice way of dying with
my father, years before, so we were
more secure in whatwewere doing. In
the two months it required, Mother
shared the experience of her death
openly and fearlessly with us. With
Alex’s help we were all able to support
her in a completely conscious dying
that she’d chosen. She made arrange-
ments for her funeral, down to every
last detail — choosing the coffin, de-
ciding how the flowers would be ar-
ranged in the siumber room, telling the
minister what she did and didn’twant
said, calling musi
bedside todiscuss themusic she would
like them to play for her (“Nothing
sappy.” she told them).

I T HAS taken me many years to

n friends to her
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By the end, nearly 200 people, rela-
tives and friends in the small Midwest-
erntownwhere she had made herhome,
were touched by her. They came to
her, an endless parade of visitors,
sometimescramming intohercrowded
little apartment in the middle of town,
to say their good-byes or talk to her
about death. They called her on the
phone, and she called them.

Four days before she died, my
mother asked me to dial the phone for
her, to contact friends and relatives
who she knew wouldn'tbe able to visit
her before she died. Each time, she
briefly told them that she was dying,
thatshe intended tobe gone inacouple
ofdays, but before she left she wanted
to thank them for their friendship over
the years and to say good-bye. With-
outintending to, she — and maybe all
of us — became spiritual teachers for
her commu

After a visit to my mother’s bed-
side, one older woman said to me,

“Youhave noidea how importantyour
mother’s work here has been to all of
us oldsters. She has taught us that we
have a choice about the way we are to
die.”

On the evening that Mother died, |
was holding her hand. Earlierthatday
she had said to me, “Where 1’'m going,
I havean idea | canlook downandkind
ofkeep an eye on you. And ifyou're
not doing what you're supposed to be
doing with your life, I’'m going to give
you a little kick in the butt.” She said
this with a mischievous look in her

eyes, perhaps teasing. “1’'m not sure

how I'll arrange thatyet, but I'll figure

outa way.”
“Okay,” |

remember that.”

said, laughing. “I’ll

In the last moments Alex was again
present, giving me courage, giving me
the words to say, comforting. 1was not
alone.

Mother’s eyes drooped shut, and |
decided that | would close mine as
well, and as | did a tremendous feeling
of peace spread over me. | became
aware ofa shift of energy in the room.
Itwas something like the way you feel
when you have your eyes closed and
someone enters the room — you be-
comeaware ofhis presence before you

1 looked up. No
There were only

hear him or see him.
one had entered.
Mother and I.

1 closed my eyes again, enjoying
the tremendouspeace I°d feltmoments
before. | was euphoric, almost as
though I had taken a tranquilizer. And
then there was a profound sense of
being enveloped in—I cannot think of
any other way to describe it — an
energy field. It had no substance that
I could detect, and yet it was real,
almost palpable.
colored essence, like afog, thatenvel-
oped her and me.

silently, speaking only in my mind,

1 saw it as a sepia-

I's:

“I think it’s time for you to go,”
addressing a mental image of my
mother.

1 opened my eyes. My mother was
looking right at me, her eyes alert,
happy. She said, “Allright.” Was she
answering what I had only said in my
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mind? Was it coincidence?

“Go toward the light,” I said, these
words coming to me from Alex. “Go
lightly. Go lightly.”

She turned her head slightly to the
right. Her face litup and she uttered a
little sound that was half surprise and
halflaughter. She spoke, and though |
could notunderstand exactly whatshe
was saying, | got the definite impres-
sion that she was greeting someone,
someone she was very pleased to see.

Therefollowedaconversation. She
spoke in a strange way, her words
coming fast like a record speeded up
butwith tones that sounded like a rec-
ordplayed at half speed. Her face and
her voice were animated, excited, joy-
ous. From time to time she paused, as
though to listen to the person she saw,
happy and profoundly interested in
whatever it was he or she was telling
her. Hereyeswere wide, her facetaut,
the way aperson’s face is when listen-
ing intently, pleasantly surprised or
excited by what’s being heard.

She and this presence | couldn’tsee
or hear were having a wonderful time.
Andthen itended. Sheturned hereyes
back to me, smiled.

“T,”shesaid. “H...E...Q...U
LE. T
Ittook meamoment to realize what
She was spelling

she was doing.
something out.

1 puzzledover it foramoment, then
putting it together said aloud: “The
Quiet.”

She nodded.
struggled for breath.

For a moment she
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“Go lightly,” I said.
Lightly. Lightly.”

In a soft, calm voice 1 repeated it
over and overagain, holding her hand
the whole time, close to her, at peace,
feeling awed by theprocess yet feeling
as though it was a common, everyday
event. Nothingspecial. Nothing shock-
ing or sensational. A gentle passage.

I felther hand in mine, but she was
slipping away. 1 could feel that, the
way one stands on the ground and
watches an airplane fadeaway, getting
smaller, becoming a dot, then a blur,
then only a parting in the clouds.

She was gone. Her face on the
pillow, turned slightly to her left, bore

“Go lightly.

an expression of profound peace.
Somehow, even though the spirit had
left her body, she looked radiant.

1 said alittle prayer, though I do not
recall the words.

Realizing thatmy brother Paul, and
perhaps others, would want to come
and pay their lastrespects, | decided to
brush Mother’s hair and straighten up
the room. 1 collected the flowers that
people had brought and placed them
on the tables beside her bed.

In the process of straightening up
Mother’sroom, I accidentally dropped
aphoto of hers on the floor. As I bent
down topickitup, I felta sharp pain in
my backside. 1 let out a yelp and
instantly dropped my pants, realizing |
was being bitten by a wasp!

Even as this was happening, I re-
membered my mother’swarning tome
about figuring outaway to kick me in
the butt if I wasn’t doing what | was
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supposed to be doing. 1 laughed out
loud, looked upand, finding the humor
in this cosmic joke, said, “Come on,
Mother, lighten up!” The smile on her
lifeless lips seemed to suggest that she
was satisfied with her effort at comic
relief.
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My mother’sgravemarker bears the
following epitaph: “A grateful life, a
joyouspassage.” Ittells thestory well.

The lastpart, thejoyous passage, is
something that 1 would never have
been able to help her enjoy except for
the assistance | got from Alex.

ASTROLOGY GUIDES WORLD LEADERS
By Claire Metzger

T~)ONALD Reagan is not the first
LXPresident to be influenced by the
stars. According to the Chicago Sun
Times, George Washington turned to
Benjamin Franklin, anace astrologer,
to decide when Washington should
be inaugurated, say the astrologers.

Teddy Roosevelt kept his
birthchart mounted on a table in the
White House and studied it daily.

Astrologer Laurie Brady said she
did Gerald and Betty Ford's charts
and told then-President Ford that he
would not be reelected

Other leaders who looked to as-
trologers included Adolf Hitler, who
did so because his henchmen did so.

IV/'s birth because his father Louis
XIUhad acourtastrologernamed Jean
Baptiste Morin.

J.P. Morgan reportedly said, “Mil-
lionaires don’t use astrologers, bil-
lionaires do.” Evangeline Adams, a
noted astrologer during World War I,
was his astrologer, says astrologer
Robert Hand.

And so, possibly influenced by
astrology, the Ronald Reagans have
changed the street number of then-
future home in Bel Air, Calif., from
66610668 St Cloud Road because the
first number has Satanic associations
inthe New Testament. Numerotogists.
say, it’s an unlucky number.

Nazis reportedly redKarl
Kraft, a Swiss astrologer, and Wil-
helm Wolff. The rise to power of a
“Fuhrer-like” man in Germany was
predicted by an astrologer named
Elsbeth Ebertine.

Winston Churchill, knowing of
Hitler’s belief, wanted to know what
the astrologers were telling the Ger-
mans. He consulted Hungarian nov-
elist/astrologer Louis de Wohl, ac-
cording to Richard Berendzen, presi-
dent of American University and a
professor of astronomy.

Anastrologer waspresentatLouis

Butnow tt 1sider
thischange, according to US. News&.
WorldReport. NumerologistAlice Q
Reichard of Studio City pointed out
that the numbers in the new address
add upto 20. Also the sum oftwo and
zero is two. In numerology a “two"
house is considered a lucky address
only if one of the owners has a name
with b, k, or t in it. Nancy Davis
Reagan and Ronald Wilson Reagan's
names don't have those letters
Reichard suggested the Reagans move
into a“six” house — for example 123
down the street.



DEMONIC VOICE WARNED:

“Better Stop .

A haunted house ...
threatening voices on a taj

By Debb

N MARCH 1980 the Psychical Re-
searchFoundationinDurham,N.C.,

satanism...

and now eerie,
pe. What was | getting into?
i Dickinson

That March | happened to be in
Durham attending the memorial ser-

received acall from a Chicago womanvice for Dr. J. B. Rhine, the famed

who reported that strange things were
happening in her house. Furniture was
moving by itself; water was being
turned on and off by some unseen
force; there were knocks on the door
and footstepswere heard upstairs (with
no one there in either case). She also
noted the presence of a mysterious
cold spot in the basement and sounds
of a chain jangling or being dragged
across the attic floor.

The house belonged to the caller,
whom 1 shall call Mrs. Smith  be-
cause she insisted that her name, the
names of family members and the
location of her home be kept strictly
confidential. She said she had con-
sulted a psychic who told her that two
spirits lived in the house: an older male
(about 200 years old) and a young girl
who met a tragic death many years
ago. According to the psychic, their
spiritswere suspended in time, trapped
in the limbo of the earthly reaim.

*Real namecn file at Fate» editorial office.

researcher ofextrasensory perception,
withwhom I hadbeen acquainted since
1975. The next day | met with some
peopleat the Psychical Research Foun-
dation. Knowing I was from Chicago
and had some background in parapsy-
chology and the paranormal — I hada
B.A. degree in psychology and a year
toward my doctoral degree in clinical
psychology—they askedme if would
be interested in investigating the phe-
nomena reported by the Chicago
woman.

Since I was the only person who at
the time was free to take on the project,
1called Mrs. Smith when I returned to
Chicago and told her I would take the
Background
showed that the house was built in
1897, on the siteofan old Indian burial
ground. Mrs. Smith had lived there
with her husband, two daughters (then
in their 20°s), a son (then 18), whom |
shall call John, and a dog.

For many years the daughters had
been holding satanic masses upstairs,
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case. investigation



.You're Next”

playing satanic records in Latin and
regularly using a Ouija board. The
activity nowoccurringcenteredonJohn
but it occurred even when he was ab-
sent. Itis well documented that para-
normal happeningswith children pres-
entatthe age ofpuberty oradolescence
may indicate poltergeist activity.
|listenedwith interestasMrs. Smith
told me her story. 1 was skeptical but
determined to remain open-minded.
Whatever the investigation revealed,
with my
background in clinical psychology |
was more inclined to think the family

the family needed help.

needed counseling and | was sure a
logical explanation for the disturbances
would be found.

My fiancé Curt was assisting me.
He had no background
paranormal but 1 knew he could be
totally objective.

in the

He works with a
major company

observation and methods.

in  scientific
I knew he
would be a valuable help to me in
collecting data and would give me an
unbiased opinion and critique
afterwards. With us working together
as a team, | felt confident that we
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would solve the case. Not much time
would passbeforewe learned thatsome
things defy all logic and reason.

URT AND I met with Mrs. Smith
at her house one week after the

initial phone call. | had a listof ques-

tions toask her as well asacameraand
atape recorderto record our interview.
By taping the interview, | would have
the whole story in Mrs. Smith’s own
words. | would be free to observe her
reactions rather than write notes.
Through my clinical training | knew a
great deal of information can be ob-
tained by observing facial expressions
and body movements and listening
closely tovocalintonationsandspeech
patterns.

John would be interviewed sepa-
rately that day.
dure to interview people separately to
see where they agree or differ. All the
occupants were under surveillance at
the time of the investigation to make
sure that no confederate was respon-
sible for the disturbances.

Itis standard proce-

We were
alert to any optical illusions or sound
effects but we found none.
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Curt checked the house before and
during the investigation and no chil-
dren or other persons were outside.
Except for John and Mrs. Smith, we
were alone (or so we thought) in the
house. No windows were open and it
was quiet outside. No television sets
or radios were on in the house.

our list of things to investigate
included checking the possibility that
the disturbances were caused by high-
frequency radio waves, vibrations,
drafts, creaking timbers, subsidenceof
the land under the house, underground
streams, faulty plumbing or wiring, or
rodents. Once sure that none of these
were involved, we proceeded with the
interview downstairs where most of
the activity either occurred or could be
heard.

Mrs. Smith firstshowed us the area
nearthe furnaceinthebasementwhere
the cold spot often had been detected.
We noticed nothing unusual; the room
was warm and of even temperature.
When we checked back an hour later,
however, the spot was ice cold. One
foot away from the spot, the air was
warm. The cold spot had sharply de-
fined edges, creating a steep tempera-
ture dropin the space ofonly one inch.
The furnace was on, since April in
Chicago can be chilly.

I kept my composure but inside |
was a little shaken. We went back to
the main part of the room to talk fur-
ther. The dog was there and suddenly
he started running around in circles
and barking at the air. The dog had
been calm and friendly when we ar-
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rived. Justassuddenly.thedog stopped
barking and lay down, whining. The
tape recorder was running the whole
time.

One morning the dog was discov-
eredinalocked room, although noone
admitted having locked him in there.
My first thought was that maybe the
boy had been sleepwalking and locked
upthedog. Whenwecheckedthelock,
we found thatthis would not havebeen
possible; the lock was hard to manage
evenbyaperson fully awake. The lock
had adouble-boltaction and required a
key for opening.

©On other occasions the dog barked
and acted as if he were following an
invisible something or someonearound
the room.

Mrs. Smith showed us a hidden
staircase which led to an attic where
she said footsteps were often heard,
accompanied by the sound of a chain
jangling or being dragged. As I fo-
cused my camera to take a picture of
the opening, itappeared to be blocked
by a white, filmy substance. | was
stunned and moved the camera away
from my face. When I looked again,
whatever had been there was gone.

1 told the others what I had seen and
Curt examined my camera and pro-
it mechanically sound.
Something hadbeen there—butwhat?

Mrs. Smith let us borrow the Latin
satanic records the girls had used in
their Black Masses. Outof curiosity |
wanted to play them, promising to

nounced

return them atour nextmeeting. When
we got home, | put the records away
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with other albums. A few days later, Also on the tape was a young girl’s
when I looked for the satanic records, ~ voice playfully saying, “Here, doggie,
1 found they had disappeared. doggie! Here, doggie, doggie!” Other

About a month later the records young children could be heard laugh-
reappeared where I had first putthem.  ing.
How or why they vanished and then We estimatethatthis coincided with
reappeared was never determined. the time that the Smiths’ dog started
Ll runningin circlesandbarking at some-
HEN WE got home from the thing invisible to the rest of us. The
interview, 1 at once transcribed ~ dog’s bark could be heard on the tape.
thetapeofthe session. The firstsoundss our interview continued, there
on the tape were tinkling bells fol- was the sound of an inhuman voice
lowed by a deep, husky male voice ~speaking some unknown language in a
saying, “Betterstop. You'renext....” pitch thatdefies description. Phoneti-
Therewasapause, then®... andyou’re cally it sounded like “Bot-knee, bot-
next” knee sox.” The tape was not malfunc-
I'shutoffthe recorderandscreamed  tioning and our conversation could be
forCurt When I told him whatwason  clearly heard at all times.
the tape, he thought I was joking — When Mrs. Smith had told us a
until he saw my horror was genuine.  psychic claimed that the spirits of a
We played the tape again andagain  young girl and an old man were living
and were alarmed to hear that we had  in the house, I thought it sounded in-
picked up voices and sounds that had ~ sane. | did not tell her | was skeptical
not been present during the interview. about spirits. But when the tape was
The bizarre messages did notinterfere played, a young girl could be heard
with our conversation; rather, they saying, in a high-pitched, airy voice,

occurred during pauses. The mysteri- “She doesn’tbelieve in me.” I knowto
ous voices were clearly audible. The whom this statement was directed.
othernoises on the tape—the sound of 1askedsome neighborsifthey would
a chain jangling, heavy footsteps and listen to the tape. I did notreveal what
tinkling of bells — could be heard was on it because I did not want to
throughout our conversation. influence them in any way. | still
The bell-like sound at the begin- hopedCurtand Iwere imaginingthings.
ning ofthe tape isknown in occultlore Taking them individually into an-

as an “astral bell” which is said to sig-  other room after they listened to the
nify the entering of a spirit into our ~ tape, lasked themwhatthey had heard.
earthly dimension. The astral bell is They all reported hearingjust whatwe
also heard, occultists claim, when the had heard. Even stranger, the more we
spiritdeparts thisworldtoreturn to his  played the tape, the more noises and
own. messages appeared independently of
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the interview we had done. Neither faced the woods — no streetlight, car
Curt nor I slept well that night. lights or reflections could account for
el the source. Curt woke me up but the

N MONDAY I called the Psychi- moment I turned to look, the ball of

cal Research Foundation and re-  light vanished. | never saw it. Curt
portedwhathad happened. The peopiéshes he hadn’t.
there were interested and said they ~ The next morning I was awakened

would send us ablank tape. We were ~at three o’clock by the sound of the
instructed to arrange a second inter-  kitchen cabinets opening and closing
view with Mrs. Smith and John and four times in succession. My first
tape itto see ifwe could replicate what  thought was that Curt was getting a
wason the firsttape. Acopyofthe first snack. |wasstartled tofind him sleep-
tape was mailed to the foundation for  ing soundly beside me. The noise did
its examination. not wake him. When I checked the
How had the voices and sounds ~kitchen, no one was there. The slam-
appearedon the tape? Fraudwasruled ~ming soundsreoccurred several nights
ouL Some of the voices on the tapes in a row at approximately the same
were different from ordinary human  time.
voices. The messages were, without Our dog began acting strangely in
doubt, directed at Curt and me. We our dining area. He was continually
concluded that the taped voices were looking upatthe recessed lighting and
produced paranormally. suddenly ducking asifsomething were
Before long, strange things began swoopingdown athim. He wouldyelp
to happen in our apartment. One day ~and retreat to the far end of the apart-
we decided to play the tape for some ment with his tail tucked between his
friends. We wentto getitfrom thebox  legs.
in which we kept it—and it was gone. 1 decided to visit several ministers
Neither Curtnor I had touched itsince  and relate what was happening. 1was
locking it away. We joked with our hesitant, fearing they would recom-
friends that it had disappeared likethe mend I take a long rest at our local
satanic records we had borrowed. Curt mental-health facility. Instead they
fetched the tape player to listen to listened to the tape and urged that |
some musical recordings our friends lock it up and never play it again.
had broughtalong. He discovered the ~Whatever we had captured on the tape
interview tape inside. Someone or was gaining strength and force with
something was anxious to be heard. ~ each replay. We were told not to
One nightmy fiancé awoke outofa  discard or destroy the tape, since this
sound sleep to see a ball of blue-white might “let loose” whatever was on it.
lightdancing around the bedroom and ~ The ministers feltthere was something
on the walls. Our third-floor bedroom  demonic about the whole situation but
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they did not want to get involved.
our lease soon expired and we
moved to a new home.
Fortunately, thatbrought thedistur-
bances to an end. Ourdog’s behavior
immediately returned to normal.

After much contemplation | de-
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cided, for my own sanity and safety,
nottopursue the Smith case further. If
1 had not experienced the phenomena
myself, |would nothave believedthem
possible. They are something we lived
through — and never will be able to
forget

WA+H+H

POPE GOES TO TRIAL
By Ruth Burke

HEMAN who was later known to
the world as Pope Formosus be-

Unfortunately Formosus died, but
hisworks livedon. Lambertproposed

came Bishop of Porto in 864 having synod to declare the Formosus

proven that he was intelligent and
devoted to the religious life. Pope
John VIU, however, feared competi-
tionand excommunicated him in 876,
Formosus was readmitted to thechurch
as a layman after promising that he
would never try to gain back his seat
at Porto. But four years later Pope
Marinus | gave him his formerjob.

Formosus was apparently doing
well when he inadvertently put in
motion the events which were to lead
to his hideous mock trial by conse-
crating Stephen as Bishop of Anagni
in 885.

In 891 Formosus became pope,
Guido Hi of Spoleto became emperor
and Lambert, Guido’s son, became
co-emperor.

The reign of Guido and Lambert
wasn’t a good one. Pope Formosus
asked for help from King Arnulf of
Carinthia and crowned him emperor
in 896. Arnulf was powerful in the
Frankish Empire andwas supposedto
rescue Italy from pagans and evil
Christians. He became paralyzed,
however, before he aided Formosus
and so Lambert was unaffected.

pontificate illegal and asked Stephen
to assist.

Stephenpresided over the “cadav-
eric council” attempting to invalidate
Formosus'’ appointments. Stephenhad
been elected pope to succeed
Formosus and had, in doing so, bro-
ken canon law because it was illegal
forabishopto transferfromonesee to
another (a pope is also a bishop).

Formosus was disinterred after he
had been dead for nine months. He
was brought to trial and convicted.
The fingers ofhis righthand were cut
off and his body thrown in the Tiber
River. A monk fished the body out
and buried it.

Pope Theodore M, who held office
for 20 days in 897, formed asynod to
revalidate Formosus’ acts so that the
clergy who had been demoted were
restored to their positions. Working
quickly, the pope also instituted an
honorable burial for Formosus.

Stephen hadn't gotten off easily.
An uprising against him resulted in
his imprisonment and strangulation.
He was succeeded by Romanus and
later Theodore II.
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UNLOCK YOUR HUMAN POTENTIAL!

Insight into the New Age...

Discover for yourself your capacity to function intuitively, think creatively,
solve complex problems, enjoy increased physical and mental health.

Research in the field of human consciousness has produced quantum leap
advances in knowledge. In these cassette editions of Insightinto the New

Age, Dr. Willis Harman, renowned educator, scientist, futurist and metaphysician, explores the new

trends and revolutionary discoveries in the mind-brain sciences.

You will leam about Paradigm Shift», Morphogenetic Field», ConscioutneM in Modem Physic
SRI “Remote Viewing" Studies, Healing with the Mind, Lucid Dreaming — and much more. This
audio program shows howyou can develop the vast potential of your mind with consciousness raising
techniques like meditation, relaxation, visualization, affirmation and dreamwork Order one of
these cassette editions and discover how to use your mind more effectively.

2-cassette Abridged Edition, $19.95 6-cassette Full-Length Edition, $59.95

* Use order form on page 69 ¢
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THE VENTURE BOOKSHOP
3510 Western Ave. « Highland Park, IL « 60035

QUARTZ CRYSTAL TROUBLE STONES

NECKLACE An aid in decision-making, a symbolic means to
Carry crystal power with you  self-understanding — an unusual and fascinating
wherever you go! This attrac-  gift! Trouble Stones is a collection of seven tumbled
tiveand unusual Quartz Crys-  gemstones inacolorful 2*X 3* rayon pureeinadear
tal Necklace is handmade s~ plastic wrapper, complete with instructions tor use.
pedally forVentue Bookshop.

Average crystal length 1-1/2

on 18" goki-piated chain with

unique gold-plated leaf design

bell cap. Gift boxed with leg-

end about quartz crystal

$1495

PYRAMID, SPHERE AND PILLAR QUARTZ CRYSTAL SET
“This handsome, boxed display setsymbolizes man's questfor perfection through
geometric forms. Set contains a sphere, a pyramid and a pilar' — ail of fine

quartzcrystal. Enchanting giftsto receive, attention-getting omamentsto display.
Set consists of a §/8 pyramid, a1/2 sphereand a3/4 “pilar’ $2495

FLUTED PYRAMIDS HEALING STONES SET

An unusual and intriguing variation on the classic i intheartof

pyramid shape to add to a curio collection. Imported  the stones are placed on one's corresponding

lead crystal pyramids are rainbow-colored,withflted  chakra_points. Complete instructions. included
with each set Stones are on foam backing in a
quality, "cut-crystal” plastic case, 8 x2 x1-112
$12.95

* Use order form on page 69 «
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Beyond
The Three Faces
of Eve

The world's most famous victim of multiple
personality escapes from madness and fear.

By Christopher Phillips
Reproduced by permission from
Parade Magazine. November 15.1987.
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HEN THE movie The Three

Faces ofEve came out in 1957,
no one knew who the real Eve was.
Even Joanne Woodward — who won
an Oscar for her riveting portrayal ofa
young woman with multiple-personal-
ity disorder, arare and baffling mental
ilness — did not know Eve’s true
identity.

This is the story of Christine Cost-
ner Sizemore — the real Eve — and
her life since the movie. Itis a story of
how she drove the demons from her
life and learned to be a whole person.

“When the movie came out, Ididn’t
see it,” recalls Chris, now in her early
60's, demure, petite and softspoken.
“My therapist at that time, Dr. Corbett
Thigpen, who wrote the book on which
the movie was based, told me not to.
And he told me never to tell anybody |
wasEve. He said if I did, my children
wouldn’t be able to go to school and
my husband would lose his job. Hike
tobelieve that he was trying to protect
me. There was such a stigma attached
to mental illness — a mental patient
could be treated like a leper.

“Iwasn’tevencuredwhenthe movie
and book came out, though Dr. Thig-
peninsisted | was. He didn’tfeel there
was a need for further treatment.

didn’t know where to turn.”

Thigpen today believes he never
said Chris had fully recovered. *I
hoped to God she was well,” he says,
“but you never really know in any
I thought she
had some problems ofadjustment, but

psychiatric condition.

1 did not consider them that serious. |

had noideashewas still suffering from
multiple-personality disorder. | ad-
mire her greatly for all she has done. |
feel great friendship for her.”

Chris tried four therapists over the
succeeding years — to no avail. In
despair, she attempted suicide. “1 felt
1 was too great a burden on my family
and that | would never get well,” she
says. Thenherfamily movedtoFairfax,
Va., where in 1970 she met Dr. Tony
Tsitos, apsychiatrist. “The first thing
hesaid was, ‘Youcan getwell,”” Chris
recalls. **I'dalways wanted to believe
that, and for the firsttime I really did.

In 1974, after four years of inten-
sive therapy with Dr. Tsitos, her own
unique personality emerged. The 22
personalities — three at a time — that
had lived inside Chris for almost her
entire life, tearing her apart, finally

disappeared. Then she faced an even
greater challenge.

“Here | was, in my 40°s,” she says,
“and I didn’t even have a high school
diploma. 1 had no skills, notraining. |
wanted to do something worthwhile
with my life. But I didn’tknow who |
was or who | wanted to be.”

Then her twin sisters asked if she’d
speak to their college classes abouther
illness. *I told them I didn’tknow how
to speak before an audience, that 1'd
been isolated all my life,” says Chris.
“But, to be honest, that wasn't my
greatestfear. Noone besides my family
and my therapist knew | was Eve. |
was afraid ofthe rejection | might face
from people.

“I talked with Dr. Tsitos about it,”
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she adds, “and he told me, ‘Be pre-
pared for rejection, because the world
doesn’t necessarily love a mental pa-
tient. Butit’s better to do that than to
go through the rest of your life scared
todeath thatsomebody’s going to find
ouL™

Chris decided to talk to the class.
Butinstead of the 15 students she had
expected, about 600 people were
packed intoan auditorium, includinga
large contingent from the media. “I
was terrified,” she recalls. *“I shook so
hard my kneeswere bumping together.
I said that | was Eve of The Three
Faces ofEve, that | had been well fora
short while, that 1 really didn’t know
bow to speak to agroup of people, but
iftheywanted toknow somethingabout
my life, I'd answer their questions.”

Afterward, the audience gave her a
standing ovation. “I was crying, they
were crying,” she says. “I felt so re-
lieved thatitwasntasecretany longer.
And I realized then that | had acalling:
to continue to speak outand shed light
on the plight of the mentally ill.”

That evening she told her family it
was no longer a secret that she was
Eve. “All my son Bobby said was,
*Mom, | want to go tell my two best
friends,™ Chris recalls. “My daugh-
ter, Taffy, who had a family, asked me
not to tell anyone where she lived
because she did not want attention
drawn to her family. Even now, Taffy
prefen not to talk toanyone aboutit. |
can appreciate that”

None of Chris’ fears came true.
“Everyone treated uswonderfully,” she
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says. * Andthatshowed me thatpeople
wanted to learn about mental illness.
They wanted to understand it.

“Fear keeps the mentally ill from
seeking help,”Chrisadds. “Andthey re
ashamedoftheirillness. Lotsofpeople,
even many in the medical community,
still see mental illness as a disgrace.
Butitcan happen to anybody. One in
three households this year is going to
have a mental patient. We need to
accept it as we do any other illness.
There is treatment for all, and many
can be cured. Almost all mental pa-
tients can go on to lead a productive
life.”

Chris was divorced from her first
husband, Ralph White, in 1953. Later
that year, she married Don Sizemore.
Today they live in Ramseur, N.C. “I
think the main reason I was able to be
cured,” she says, “was because of my
family’s love and support They stood
by me in the darkest of times.
grateful | had a family that wasn’t
ashamed I was mentally ill.
practicallyeverythingwe hadso I could
be treated. Most people have n
what the families of mental patients
have togo through. 1know ithad tobe
devastating for my family, buttogether
we pulled through. We have a close-
ness, a special bond, that can get us
through the worst of times.”

“If she had had cancer, | wouldn’t

I'm so

Don sold

ea

have left her,” says Don, a slim, quiet
man who is a retired electrician. *1
lookedat thisas 1 would haveany other
iliness.”

Still, once Chris was cured, new
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conflicts arose in her family. “I think
Don was worried when 1 started travel-
ing, doing my own thing,”
plains. “He was soconcerned, he took
six weeks offfrom work and wentwith
Finally, I had to tell him not to
come with me, at least for a while.
told him 1 had to do this by myself, to
find out if I could make it on my own

she ex-

me.

- ... Change can be scary. | wasn't
braveaboutall this. | was determined.”

Don also resented her newfound
independence. “Itold Don I wasa part
ofthis marriage and was going to have
asay,” says Chris, “and he was going
tohave tohearmeout. Andwe worked
itout. 1 understand the position Don
wasin. Forall those years, he'd had to
assume all responsibility for me. But |
had made up my mind that my mar-
riage, oranything else, wasn’tgoing to
stop me from being a whole person.”

In 1977, Chriswrote her own story,
I’'mEve. Everyyear, shedeliversscores
of speeches about the plight of the
mentally ill. Recently, she returned to
Augusta, Ga., where she dedicated a
psychiatric hospital. *“Augusta was
where I received my first therapy,” she
says. “Itwasatriumph togoback there
awell person.” She also helped found
the International Society for the Study
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of Multiple Personality and Dissocia-
tion and is setting up a support pro-
gram for families of mental patients.
Andshe serves on the boards ofseveral
mental-health associationsand lobbies
state legislatures and Congress on re-
lated issues.

One of her dearest projects is the
toll-free hotline she is working on to
setupfor the mentally ill. “Sometimes
all it takes to make a difference for
mental patients is for them to have
somebody there who they know wili
listen,” she explains. She herself re-
ceives numerous calls each week, atall
hours, from victims of multiple-per-
sonality disorder.

“I didn’trealize when 1 first sought
help what a long journey | was em-
barking on,” she says. “It was hard
work—butitwasworthit, because the
last 12 years have been the mostexcit-
ing of my life.
well person — to look forward to get-
At 61, I'm
exploring a whole new world. Things

It’s wonderful to be a

ting up in the morning.

that most people take for granted —
feeling the wind against your face,
smelling a flower’s fragrance, feeling
the texture of a tree — I'm enjoying
like achild. Life is just really getting
started for me.”

DATING SERVICE CREATES PERFECT MATCH
FTER DATING for over five months, Reece Sloan and Cindy McClellan
Amscovered aproblem in their relationship — they’re brother and sister.
'Adopted by different families as infants, they met through a dating service in
Wichita, Kans. McClellan, 38, ended her three-year search to find her natural
family when she learned Sloan, 31, is her brother.
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regon
Witch

A high school girl commits suicide and a small town falls victim to fears

and hysteria right out of the Middle Ages....

By Stephanie Fox

AKRIDGE isalittle town nestled
in the green mountains of the

stir up enough excitement to last the
town another 60 years.

Pacific Northwest. It's a typical small During the winter of 1982 a young

Oregon lumber town, the sort ofplace
where people still talk about the day
the town’s brothel burned down back
in 1928. In the spring of 1983, a
politically ambitious police chiefanda
fundamentalist minister managed to
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girl named Ginny Walker killed her-
selfin a fitofadolescent despair, leav-

ing behind two shocked parents. But
+AU hine with asterisks are pseudonyms to protect

theprivicyofthe Individual - Real hame are an file
atFate® editorial office.



Ihe Walkers' grief was disturbed only
aweek after herdeath, when they were
approachedby police chieflohn Schurz
who said he had evidence that Ginny
hadbeen involvedwithwitches. These
witches, Schurzclaimed, were respon-
sible for the girl’s suicide.

Before her death Ginny had told
some friends how she had rescued the
head of a childhood doll from a trash
fire and how shefoundacoyote’sskull
in the forests surrounding Oakridge.
In going through Ginny’s possessions
after her death, her parents found the
scorched doll’s head, the coyote skull,
an incense burner, and buttons of vari-
ous rock groups. Her friends later
recalled Ginny'smundane explanation
of these items, but to the police chief
they were proof of her involvement
with witchcraft.

The police began an investigation
of the girl's friends and found that
Ginny's best friend’s mother, Susan
Newell, was calling herselfa witch.
Newell actually knew nothing about
modern-day Witchcraft or Pagan be-
liefs. She was not aware of the basic
tenets of modem Witches — that the
earth is sacred, that everything is con-
nectedtoeverythingelse, and thateach
person is responsible for his own ac-
tivns. Newell had no notion of
witchcraft's origins in the ancient na-
ture-worshipingreligionsofpre-Chris-
All she knew she had
learned on the late-late show and in
cheap Gothic novels. But that was

tian Europe.

«SeeBjorn Thorsson's “The Rebirth of Witchenft,”
‘Apnl-May 1988 Fato.
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sufficient for the police.

Newell was taken to the police sta-
tion for interrogation, where for sev-
eral hours police chief Schurz asked
her questions.

Schurz: Inmy line ofwork, 1 work
with alotofpeople. Sometimes I can
tellalotaboutpeople. You know what
1'think? I thinkyou’re ahigh priestess.

Newell: What?

Schurz: You'reawitch.aren’tyou?

Newell:
that.

1 guess you could call it

When further questioned in this
manner, Newell claimed that she was
the high priestess of the Golden Dawn,
the name of her coven, so Schurz re-
lated.

That she was an actual member of
the Golden Dawn is highly unlikely.
This was a notorious group of early-
20th-Century British occultists who
included Aleister Crowley as well as
the Irish poetWilliam Butler Yeats. It
disbanded in 1947. Itmay have been
the only real occult group Newell had
ever heard of and was probably the
first name that came into her mind.

Underthe pressure of the interroga-
tion Newell named six other witches
residing in Oakridge. Several of these
people had been friends of Ginny
Walker.

Selected portions of the tapes of
Newell’s interrogation were played to
the city council and local ministers.
During these selected playings only
two of the accused witches’ names
were mentioned. The newly accused
were two young women, Betty Tay-
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for and Jennifer tindsay. Both at-
tributed the public release of their
names to Schurz’s personal dislike of
them.

“I’'m an uppity woman,” said Tay-
““1 live with my boyfriend and |
don’twear abra. | don’thave church
1’m not one of them.”

lor.

connections.
She said that since the tapes were re-
leased publicly indicating that she was
awitch, ““grocery store people whisper
and scurry away, pointing fingers.”
Lindsay left town to avoid the har-
assment to which she was subjected.
Taylorcontinuedtolivein her Oakridge
home, spied upon by neighbors.

EANWHILE, Dave Stewart, a
minister and part-time police
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tained thissentence: “Unwanted people
will be excluded from the meeting.”
The meetings were advertised to “dis-
cuss witcheraft, sexual abuse, child
abuse and pornography,” but witch-
craft was the only topic ever spoken of
at the meetings.

Despite the “evidence,” the Walk-
ers doubted that witchcraft had any
partto play in their daughter’s suicide.
“We're not blaming anybody,” they
told the press.

The Walkers’ doubts notwithstand-
ing, Thomas and Schurz were riding
They
calledathirdmeetingatthe high school.
Threehundred persons showedup. The
press, too, arrived but television and
tape recorders were banned from the

high on the wave of hysteria.

officer, took the doll's head andaheitoriu.7i in direct violation of state

other“evidence” ofwitchcraftto show
his and other congregations.

Witcheraft had caused Ginny’s
death, the people were told. No other
reasons were advanced as causes of
hersuicide. Never mentioned were the
rumors of the Walkers’ marital prob-
lems, Mr. Walker’s failing health, or
Ginny’s possible lack of adult guid-
ance.

Public meetings were scheduled,
led by Schurz and a fundamentalist
minister, the Rev. C. E. Thomas. The
first meeting attracted only a handful
of people but the second drew nearly
40, quite a crowd for the small town.
And the press was there in force. '

Although state law says that public
meetings mustbe open toall.announce-
ments distributed in the churches con-

law.

The meeting opened with a plea to
bring Christianity and prayer back into
the schools. Ministers told the crowd
thattheonly protection they hadagainst
the evils ofwitchcraft was “to come to
church.” The ministers advised them
that there would be counseling and
classes in the public schools taught by
the ministers themselves.

Another former Oakridge police
officer, who claimed to have had ties
with the occult but who recently had
been “bom again,” testified. He, too,
had a late-late-show view of witch-
craft. Not everyone in the audience
believed his stories about witchcraft

But most accepted what the minis-
ters told them. One man asked Rever-
end Thomas for his credentials to dis-




THE GREAT OREGON WITCH HUNT

cusswitchcraft Thomasraiseda Bible
over his head. “This is my creden-
tials!” he shouted. And the crowd
cheered.

“We used tobe able to bum them or
cut off their heads,” said the reverend
ofthewitches. “We can’tdothatnow,
but we can sure stop them.”

Newspapers, television and radio
all over the state were covering the
story. Although Thomas wanted the
public to be aware of the existence of
witches, he was not happy with the
media coverage. Ithad made the town
the laughingstock of the state.

Besides the public meetings, the
city council, school board and police
advisory board convened in secret.

the occult from the school library.
Student president Shannon McPher-
son protested. “It’s lousy,” he said.
“They’retrying tokeep us in the dark.”

The school superintendent,
Carver, denied that the books had been
removed from theshelves. Heclaimed
he had merely “checked out” all 40 of
the books “just like anybody can.” He

TWAS IN the secret meetings that
officials may have made the deci-
sion to remove all books pertaining

Ken

then passed them on to a censorship
committee made up of parents and
teachers.

With the books gone, the lack of
information available on witchcraft
only helped spread alarm through the
high school student population. Any
excuse was enough for one student to
accuse another and they enacted me-
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dieval tests to determine whether an-
other studentwasawitch. One student
wassuspectedbecause sheworeablack
sweaterandskirt. Shewas approached
by anotherstudentwho pressedapaper
cross against her aim.

“You must not be a witch,” the
accuser said, “because the cross didn’t
bum you.”

Other students used the situation to
getattention. They pretended thatthey
were witches; they left death-threat
notes on other students’ lockers or
claimed they’dhexedorbeen hexed by
other students and teachers.

The school superintendent made up
a list of all students who had ever
checked out any of the occult books
anddistributed ittotheteachers. Those
on the list were watched for possible
involvement with witchcraft.

Reverend Thomas advised parents
to watch their children for signs of
occult activity. He told parents and
students to look to him and other local
ministers to lead the fightagainst non-
Christian religions such as Witchcraft,
Hinduism and Buddhism.

o

“Ifyouaren’taChristian, you can’t
fight it,” he declared. “The devil will
deceive you. This is a spiritual battle
and the devil is as real as God is. We
have witches here in Oakridge from
the very pits of hell.”

But the reverend and police chief
had long since lost control of the situ-
ation, and the monster they'd created
began to turn on them. Thomas was

receiving negative letters from other
ministers around the country. “They
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tell me I’'m off the wrong end. Well,
that’s what they told Peter and John,”
he said.

Betty Taylor, one of the original
womenaccused ofbeing awitch, hired
alawyer who started making slander-
suit noises. Accusations could no
longer be made without proof for fear
of litigation.  Although it was an-
nounced that there would be other
meetings, none was ever held.

EVERAL WEEKS after the final
meeting, the Walkers appeared on
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choose his own style of worship. “We
don’tbelieve in banningany religion,”
they said.

The reverend continued to rail
against witchcraft, other non-Chris-
tian religions and liberal Christianity,
But he
could no longer make direct accusa-

which he called “tommyrot.”

tions against individuals for fear of
The police chief was
subsequently demoted.
Ironically, during theentire episode
no one ever explained how the so-
called witchcraft had led to Ginny

legal action.

astatewide television talk show. TheWalker’s suicide.

told the audience that after learning
about Paganism and Witchcraft from
legitimate members of the Old Reli-
gion and other occult groups, they
concluded that Newell wasn'ta witch,
although they still disliked her and
thought she might have some respon-
sibility for their daughter's suicide.
They said they saw nothing wrong
with Witchcraft and nature religions
and felt everyone should be free to

since the episode Oakridge has
again become the quiet little town it
once was. But beneath the surface

runs afearof

here, and in places lik
things and people who mightbe differ-
ent. Persecution takes many forms and
comes in many guises. Witch hunts—
real witch hunts—are notdim memo-
riesfrom the Dark Ages. Theyarereal,
they still happen and they can happen
again.

TWO HOLES IN ONE NO LIE
W. Ritchie Benedict

GOLFER in Florida, who shot
Alwo holes in one in the same

Xavier Monas, Cyril Hudak and
Gilberto Fernandez — made up the

'game couldn’thave chosen betterwiteursome. When Herrera teed off at

nesses to confirm his story — three
priests, reports Associated Press.
Buddy Herrera, 61, performedthe feat
on the sixth and ninth holes of the
Riviera Country Club.

Three Roman Catholic priests —

the sixth hole, they saw the ball head
toward thegreen and then lostsight of
it He said he felt the shot was good,
but didn’t realize just how good until
Morras shouted, “Another one!”
Herrera finished with a 74.
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GRANDMA HELD MY HAND
By Arnold Roland

As told to Frankie Roland

¥ grandmother Babe Roland

lived to be 94. She kept her
own house in Nashville, Ga., as well
as a cheery attitude and the affec-
tion of her grandchildren.

1 loved so much to stay with her
that 1 would hide when Mother
came to take me back home, so she
started sending Dad instead.

When my parents divorced | went
to live with Grandma. | was nine
years old, and she spent the next
four years molding my life.

Later, when Grandma'’s birthday
came around in March, my wife
would say, “Now, honey, I'd much
rather you go visit your grand-
mother now while she can enjoy
you. She'll not know about flowers
or your presence at her funeral.”

So we budgeted our funds and 1
flew down to Georgia to see Grand-
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ma each March for the last few
years of her life.

When word came that she had
died, we drove the several hundred
miles from southeastern Kansas to
her funeral in south Georgia. We
did not cry, nor did we feel sad. We
werejust happy that she was out of
her suffering.

Babe Roland



Two years went by and in March
1986, 1 had a sudden and severe
heart attack. While 1 was in the
Coffeyville Regional Hospital in
Coffeyville, Kans., Grandma came
to me. She was the most beautiful
creature | have ever seen. Dressed in
silk and white lace, she wasjumping
and bouncing around like a young
girl.

She pulled at my hand saying,
“We've got to hurry, honey,” and
urged me to run faster. We were ina
big field of beautiful flowers, just
the two of us.

I tried to hold on as Grandma
hurried me along, tugging on my
hand, but I lost contactwith her and
woke up in the Cardiac Unit of St.
John's Hospital in Tulsa, Okla. My
wife Frankie was there and told me
1 had had two cardiac arrests. 1 had
fted to Tulsafrom Coffey-

| know today that my grand-
mother is in heaven and 1 also know
1 almost went to join her.—Coffey-
ville, Kans.

VOICE OF THE DEAD

By Lera Rae
S | STOOD looking at the
gorgeous view from the sun-
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him. | remembered his happy, bub-
bly outlook on life, his rapport with
people and his enjoyment in playing
jokes. Sadness flooded me as 1
remembered how he always looked
after me despite my dictatorial
manner.

I needed to return a borrowed
book and thought that perhaps the
walk would help me to forget my
sad memories. The day was quite
warm, so | decided to take a short
cut through the woods. As 1 walked
along the narrow path, suddenly |
distinctly heard Cecil’s voice saying

urgently:

“Sis, stop! Don4 move. Stand
absolutely still.”

I stood still and looked all

around. | knew it was Cecil’s voice,
besides which he was the only per-
son who had ever called me “Sis.”

I raised a hand to wipe away tears
when I heard him again: “Oh, Sis
—don't move a finger! Be still.”

1 glanced down and froze in hor-
ror as | saw the beady eyes and the
flicking tongue of a big snake on the
path — a deadly copperhead. |
would not have noticed it for its
coloration blended perfectly with
the earth and fallen leaves.

Standing absolutely still, I gazed

deck of my home in Fairfield Bayt the snake, remembering the dead-

Ark., one afternoon in August 1986,
1 was absorbed in thought about my
brother, Cecil L. Pipes, who had
died on June 10,1984. We had been
close, perhaps because | was five
years older and enjoyed “bossing”

liness ofits poisonous bite. Mentally
1 said an urgent prayer to God for
help. Slowly, deliberately, the snake
started to move. | closed my eyes
and held my breath. When 1 looked
again it was slithering away from
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me through the leaves.

I continued to wait, motionless,
until | could no longer see the
snake. Then I turned and ran back
to the house where I flung myself
across the bed, sobbing in a mixture
of relief, amazement and awe. As
often in the past, once again my
dear brother had looked after me.
This time 1 was sure he had saved
my life.—Fairfield Bay, Ark.

GLIMPSING THE OTHER SIDE
By James Bell

N FEBRUARY 1986 my life was

forever changed. | had the flu and

was taking massive doses ofaspirin,
which acts as a blood thinner as well
as an antihistamine. Tired, | lay
down for a short nap. When | woke
up an hour later, my pillow was
soaked with blood.

I hurried to the bathroom to
wash my face, then held my head
back to stop the flow of blood. It
ran down my throat. The front of
my pajamas was scarlet. My wife
Martha walked in and cried, “My
God! What happened?”

“Nosebleed,” 1 answered. “I can’t
stop it. We've got to go to the
emergency room.”

“You'll be okay, Dad,” my small
son said as we got in the car. Fear
was on his face. By the time we got
to St. Mary’s Hospital in St. Louis,
I could barely walk. This was no
ordinary nosebleed.

My nose was packed. Because of
my low blood pressure, | was put in
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James Bell and family

a room for the night. “The anti
histamine you took dried up your
nasal passages and broke a vein in
your sinus cavity,” the doctor ex-
plained to me as | was put in bed.
Thank God, it's all over, I thought
happily.

Exhausted, | fell into a deep
sleep. About midnight | woke up
choking on blood. | rang for the
nurse. She took one look and felt
my pulse. Within minutes two other
nurses appeared to help. “Danger-
ously below normal,” one said. “Get
the doctor.”

I managed to sit up. Blood poured
from my mouth. “You'll be okay,”
the nurse quavered. “‘Hold on!
Please hold on.”

I'm dying, | realized. Then the
fear left me. | felt so peaceful. |
remember others rushing into the
room. “Where's the doctor?” one of
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them said. It's too late for him, 1|
thought, as a beautiful white light
completely enveloped me. | felt a
greatjoy, agreat love for everybody.
I had never been happier.

To the medical staff, | was uncon-
scious, but | could see and hear
everything going on as the nurse
and two doctors worked to cauterize
the broken vein and get blood back
into my system. | had no desire to
return.

With a shock, 1 found myself in
the land of the living. The bleeding
had stopped. | began the process of
healing. And for days, as | lay in the
I would close my
eyes and remember the great joy |

hospital room,

had experienced as | watched them
work on my prostrate body. 