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This is an "uncommon" book on prayer. It states 
that "prayer is where the action is because 
prayer releases the highest form of energy.” 
(This is a Revised Edition, formerly titled Pray 
and Grow Rich, and includes additional 
chapters, updated introductions and con­
clusions.)
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FROM THE EDITOR
When you’re confronted with ideas and occurrences that seem to conflict with 

generally-accepted notions of what’s possible and not possible, how do you keep 
your senses and come to the right conclusions? It’s easy to be fooled by your own 
desire to believe and in “Mutilation Madness” in this issue Chas S. Clifton tells what 
can happen to you if you see something that isn’t there. But a desire to disbelieve 
can just as easily lead you to the wrong conclusions, as Loyd M. Auerbach 
observes in a report (“Psi and the Art of Magic”) on how skeptical magicians, for all 
their skill at detecting psychic fakery, may not be seeing something that is there. 
Elsewhere in this issue John Anthony West, author of the recently-reissued 
Serpent in the Sky, challenges conventional wisdom about the dating of the Sphinx 
and D. Scott Rogo examines the complexities of scientific research into 
reincarnation. . . and more. Enjoy the issue!
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Marglerite Carter

This woman's 

prophecies 
come true!

For over forty years this gifted woman has astonished people 
worldwide with the accuracy of her predictions of world events.

In recent years, readers of her special annual forecast knew 
when to expect the unexpected, higher insurance and medical 
costs when new opportunities would come to them and much 
more.

Of the year ahead Miss Carter says: 
“In spite of the dire predictions of cur­
rent ‘authorities' we will not suffer a 
repeat of the ‘29 stock market crash 
and its aftermath! I expect an 
escalation of peace talks and increas­
ing concern over trade agree­
ments a return of student demon­
strations as in the '60s, but with the 
emphasis on world peace. These ac­
tions will have a powerful impact on 
our society in ways never before ex­
perienced.''

THE UNITOLOGY FORECAST is 
Miss Carter’s most detailed, per­
sonalized service in which she delves 
into the most important areas of your 
life: money, romance, goals and signifi­
cant changes. You will discover many 
wonderful ways you can live a better 
life. She has been the guiding light and 
helping hand for people from all walks 
of life, thousands of whom have re­
mained faithful clients for decades. 
There is good reason why they seek 
her services year after year--THEY 
GET THE HELP THEY NEED.

In letter after letter people comment 
on the uplifting and realistic help they 

receive. They tell her: “With your 
guidance I have tripled my money." 
I.P. IL “When a certain date has been 
pinpointed for an event-it always 
happens-just as you predict!" L.D. 
OH. The rare qualities of sincerity, 
warmth and understanding in her 
UNITOLOGY FORECAST with SPE­
CIAL NOTATIONS provide the guid­
ance that thousands of her clients can­
not do without. You get a FULL 
YEAR'S forecast regardless of when 
you order. These are judgments by a 
caring astrologer-counselor, not 
an impersonal computer.

TEST HER NOW! Send for Mar­
guerite Carter’s UNITOLOGY FORE­
CAST with SPECIAL NOTATIONS 
individually prepared for your birth­
day. PRINT: month, day. year, place, 
hour of birth (if known) and include 
$9.95 plus $2.00 toward postage and 
handling. ($11.95 total) in U.S. funds 
only. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for careful 
completion and delivery. 100% satis­
faction guaranteed or full refund. 
MAIL TO: MARGUERITE CARTER, 
BOX 807, DEPT. F806, INDIANAPO­
LIS, IN 46206
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
Human beings of all societies and in 
all periods of history believe that 
their ideas on the nature of the real 
world are the most secure, and that 
their ideas on religion, ethics and 
justice are the most enlightened. 
Like us, they think that final knowl­
edge is at last within reach. Like us 
they pity the people in earlier ages 
for not knowing the true facts. 
Unfailingly, human beings pity their 
ancestors for being ignorant and 
forget that their descendants will 
pity them for the same reason. . . .

Dare I say — that secure knowl­
edge can never be found? That our 
boundless ignorance explains why 
we feel so confident of success in 
bounded knowledge? That each 
discovery creates in the long run 
more mystery than it solves? That 
we stand no closer to the ultimate 
truths than did our forebears? And 
that we are no better than the 
people who lived a thousand and 
even 10 thousand years ago?

—Edward Harrison, professor 
of physics and astronomy 

University of Massachusetts

THESE COMMENTS were ex­
cerpted from a talk given by 
Professor Harrison in 1986 when he 

received the Melcher Award for his 
book The Masks of the Universe, 
published by Macmillan in 1985. In 
the lecture he challenged the view 
that we are slowly acquiring ulti­
mate knowledge and rapidly filling 
in the details of the cosmic picture.

“Unfortunately,” he says, “the 
picture keeps changing. One land­
scape with figures melts away and a 
new landscape with figures emerges 
requiring fresh paintwork. The pic­
ture keeps growing bigger and we 
cannot help occasionally noticing 
how gaps on the canvas are spread­
ing faster than dabs of paint.”

Many of us may be inclined to 
doubt this. We may believe that 
surely the keys to all knowledge and 
all mysteries will one day be solved. 
The problem seems to be that we 
ourselves are part of the mystery. 
As Harrison wryly observes, “We 
represent reality seeking to under­
stand itself.”

00
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THE PARANOIA FACTOR

I BELIEVE that Professor Harri­
son is accurately assessing our 
understanding of reality and yet my 

observation of paranormal research 
doesn’t exactly agree with his. There 
are other factors involved — par­
ticularly the arrogance and lack of 
perspective of the researchers. I 
don’t know whether these charac­
teristics are peculiar to the particu­
lar problems of our fringe subject 
matter. I do believe, however, that 
parapsychology attracts people who 
reject the conventional descriptions 
of reality and therefore have more 
suspicious natures than most per­
sons.

This is another way of saying they 
probably have higher paranoid 
components than the average per­
son and 1 think this is all to the 
good. If it weren’t for the kinds of 
people who challenge the Estab­
lishment, it would stay on dead 
center. Breakthroughs would never 
occur except by accident. But here I 
want to deal with another aspect of 
our paranoia.

Every new generation of para­
normal researchers — whether in 
parapsychology, ufology and what­
ever — seems to believe it is Year 
One. Anything that ever happened 
before is in doubt.

Workers in the field also have a 
strong tendency to doubt each 
other. Which parapsychological re­
searcher trusts another? What has 
happened to the numerous and
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well-attested reports of paranormal 
phenomena that have taken place in 
the past? They are rejected out of 
hand because, frankly, the younger 
researchers don’t believe them. And 
what if their colleagues stumble 
upon phenomena which, more than 
dry statistics, 1 believe, offer con­
vincing evidence to the witness? 
Why, they suspect old Bill has gone 
off the deep end.

And this happens no matter how 
respected the witness, how sane and 
level-headed the approach. The sad 
fact is that nobody believes any­
thing unless he himself has experi­
enced it. This applies particularly to 
parapsychologists — perhaps not to 
the same extent to other researchers 
such as ufologists. Yet the latter 

seem to have their own peculiarities 
— transferring the difficulties of 
doing actual field research on some­
thing that isn’t there into a fierce 
possessiveness concerning their own 
pet theories.

What I am saying, I guess, is that 
if serious fringe investigators 
haven’t seen it they don’t believe it. 
And this places a fearful burden 
upon the body of their own science 
because it leaves them without an 
acceptable history on which to base 
future work.

00
THE AQUATIC APE

ONE OF THE most unusual 
evolutionary theories proposed 
in recent years must be the idea of
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the late Sir Alistair Hardy and 
others that man was once a marine 
ape. Hardy had the credentials to be 
taken seriously. He was professor of 
zoology at the University of Oxford 
and pursued his interests through 
almost 20 years of retirement. Last 
fall a conference was held in the 
Netherlands to consider the various 
lines of research supporting and 
opposing Hardy’s theory of man’s 
development.

It is true that human beings share 
some anatomical characteristics 
with large marine animals. These 
features include relative hairless­
ness, excessive fat, an apparent love 
of water and the ability to swim 
while most primates avoid water. 
Marc Verhaegen, a Belgian re­
searcher, has identified dozens of 
features of Homo erectus, a hominid 
from the Pliocene, consistent with 
its having been able to swim and 
dive, according to Dr. Caroline 
Pond, writing in New Scientist.

Unfortunately, she says, it is dif­
ficult to distinguish between adap­
tations for swimming and those for 
upright posture. On the whole Pond 
concludes that the conference was 
not very supportive of the aquatic 
ape theory.

She believes that the evidence of 
comparative anatomy supports the 
consensus that man developed in 
the tropical grasslands of Africa. 
She doubts that the surplus of fat 
that most human beings have would 
efficiently help them keep warm in
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cold water. While human babies 
enjoy beating their arms vigorously 
in warm water, they are not really 
swimming and indeed can drown in 
only a few inches of water.

Pond concludes that the aquatic 
ape theory is “leaky although not 
yet completely sunk.”

00
COYOTES AMONG US

OUR URBAN civilization has a 
strange effect on wild animals. 
They remain wild in some ways but 

in others seem contemptuous of the 
two-legged creatures with whom 
they maintain a symbiotic relation­
ship.

We live in the heart of a city of 
15,000 people and are surrounded 
by larger and smaller suburbs. The 
only way you can tell one from the 
other is to watch the road signs; 
there is no other demarcation. Yet 
we have occasional deer behind our 
house. Raccoons are such a nui­
sance that we cannot put out the 
garbage until the morning it is to be 
picked up and recently when 1 was 
working outside, a red fox came 
through the fence and raced the 
entire length of the yard. As far as 1 
could see, nothing was chasing it.

We do not have coyotes, how­
ever, and apparently we should be 
happy about that. Last fall a pack of 
coyotes, prowling about the Los 
Angeles Zoo, discovered that the 
door to the cage containing 86 fla­
mingos had been left open. They
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ran in, flushed the flamingos out of 
their cage and managed to kill 48 
before zookeepers arrived at work 
at 5:00 A.M. Even then they had to 
be beaten off two of the birds. The 
birds were unable to fly to safety 
because their wings had been 
clipped.

Coyotes weigh 30 to 40 pounds 
and resemble small wolves. Ordi­
narily they are shy and secretive but 
on occasion become bold predators. 
In Waterloo, Nebr., just outside 
Omaha three coyotes mauled a 
$30,000 thoroughbred horse so bad­
ly that it had to be destroyed. At the 
same farm a yearling had to be 
killed about 10 days later after it 
broke its back when attacked by 
coyotes.

A federal coyote expert cannot 
explain why the animals are becom­
ing so bold. A biologist for the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Com­
mission cautions that on the whole 
coyotes do more good than harm. 
“They’re a good predator on rodents 
and small mammals,” said Randy 
Stutheit of the commission. “The 
bad reputation they have often gets 
distorted.”

00
THRIVING IN WINTER

THE WINTER snows only look 
barren. Beneath their chilly 
blanket exists a thriving life based 

on an ecology that experts still do 
not completely understand. In the 
December 15, 1987, issue of the
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New York Times Jane E. Brody 
reported on recent findings con­
cerning the active life of plants and 
animals in winter.

The adaptations of the animals 
are the most fascinating. According 
to common wisdom, they ought to 
freeze or starve to death. Instead, 
they not only survive but in some 
cases thrive in the brutal cold. The 
tiny snow scorpionfly, only a quar­
ter of an inch long, mates in the 
winter when there are no predators 
to gobble it up. It has legs like stilts 
to keep its body off the snow and 
when a light thaw comes, both 
males and females climb up through 
as much as three feet of snow to 
mate on the snow’s surface. Before 
the sun sets they crawl back through 
the snow to the moss beneath.

The strategies these creatures use 
to survive the winters vary enor­
mously. As many as 20 flying squir­
rels may huddle together, sharing 
their warmth in the same hollow 
tree. Three or four species of snakes 
may intertwine for the same reason 
in a rock den. Small rodents build 
communal nests and tunnels under 
the snow blanket. Some warm­
blooded animals, including small 
birds, enter a “nightly torpor” and 
lower their bodily temperature to 
reduce heat loss during the night. 
Some birds are programmed to 
shiver. Some small birds such as 
goldfinches can produce more than 
five times as much heat as usual by 
shivering.



For the first time, 
since the advent of 

Hindu astrology, 
a scientific idea that brushes away
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SURVIVAL STRATEGIES

A BEAVER can shunt its blood 
about so that it can lose 25 
percent of its body heat through its 

tail in the summer but only two 
percent in the winter.

White fur has survival value, ac­
cording to Peter J. Marchand, an 
ecologist at the Mountain Research 
Station near Boulder, Colo., and 
the author of Life in the Cold, on 
which Brody draws heavily for her 
information. Without the pigment 
melanin, which gives color to furs 
and feathers, there are more spaces 
to provide insulation, Dr. Mar­
chand states, and he thinks this 
greater insulation may be more im­
portant than the white protective 
camouflage that has been regarded 
as being of such great survival value.

The hyperactive short-tailed 
shrew, tiniest of mammals, weigh­
ing only as much as two 25-cent 
pieces, actually gains weight during 
the winter. It feeds on insect larvae 
and pupae, scurrying about through 
its elaborate system of tunnels. It 
draws on a store of brown fat 
accumulated over its shoulder 
blades. The fat releases heat to keep 
the animal warm and is replenished 
as it feeds.

00
NEW DRUGS

JUST HOW complicated the 
development of useful drugs may 
be is demonstrated by the antibi­

otics known as quinolones which 
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were tried unsuccessfully against 
malaria in the 1960’s. Now this class 
of drugs, according to Gina Kolata 
in the New York Times, promises to 
have a “profound effect” in the 
treatment of infectious diseases.

Quinolones not only destroy 
bacteria that cause a number of 
diseases which have become resis­
tant to other antibiotics but can be 
given orally at home instead of by 
intravenous injection which requires 
long hospital stays. These current 
developments in quinolones are a 
result of modifications in the 
quinolone structure. Two of the 
new quinolones have already been 
approved for use by the Food and 
Drug Administration and there are 
more to come.

The drugs are useful in treating 
stubborn infections of the urinary 

tract (the most common of all bac­
terial infections), infectious diar­
rhea caused by a number of organ­
isms, and stubborn infections of the 
bones and white blood cells. It is 
expected that their uses will become 
much wider since they are effective 
in curing diseases caused by E. coli, 
salmonella, staph and strep infec­
tions, Legionnaire’s disease and 
pseudomonas, bacteria that cause 
serious infections in hospitals.

It is hoped quinolones will also be 
effective against tuberculosis and 
gonorrhea (which has become resis­
tant to penicillin). A further advan­
tage of the quinolones is that most 
bacteria have difficulty developing
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resistance to them. And they are not 
pie in the sky. They are already 
available to your doctor.

00
SHIFTING GEARS

IT HAS ALWAYS seemed to us 
rather strange that scientists have 
been so concerned about the mass 

extinctions during the Cretaceous 
period 60,000,000 years ago when 
there was gigantic mass extinction 
so much closer to us in time—only 
10,000 years ago. 1 refer, of course, 
to the mass extinction of North 
American mammals at the end of 
the last ice age.

It is generally agreed that these 
extinctions occurred 10,000 to 
12,000 years ago and “probably 

more precisely 11,000 years ago” 
according to Science News. The 
only reasonable theory so far ad­
vanced is Paul S. Martin’s idea that 
the big animals were done in by 
man—an idea I find hard to swal­
low.

Nonetheless it happened and crea­
tures that had the strength and 
adaptiveness to survive the ice age 
disappeared from the face of the 
earth within a relatively short time 
and almost simultaneously after it 
was over. These include mammoths, 
mastodons, saber-toothed cats, 
horses native to the Americas, 
native camels, ground sloths, ar­
mored glyptodonts, giant peccaries, 
giant beavers, mountain deer, four­
pronged antelopes, dire wolves, 
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native lions and giant short-faced 
bears. Could human predators have 
done them all in during an explosive 
cycle lasting only a few centuries?

Donald Grayson of the Univer­
sity of Washington points out that 
during the same time the giant mam­
mals were disappearing, 10 classes 
of North American birds also be­
came extinct. He feels it unlikely 
that overkill by human hunters 
could have caused this. Only one 
group of the 10—huge vultures with 
12-foot wingspans which relied on 
carcasses for sustenance—might 
have disappeared because of the 
mammalian extinctions.

The difficulty of ferreting out the 
causes of the extinctions of 60 mil­
lion years ago is dramatized by 
considering that we can’t agree on 
what caused the extinctions of only 
11,000 years ago.

00
THEY’RE "AGIN” IT

JOHN BORGEAUD, a lay min­
ister of Berwyn, III., is bringing 
pressure against Morton College of 

Cicero, 111., to halt the class in 
“Explorations in Parapsychology.” 
He has enrolled in the class and 
plans to appear bearing a notebook, 
tape recorder and some Christian 
tracts.

Borgeaud says he doesn’t want to 
cause trouble and will only speak if 
spoken to. Nonetheless he is the 
driving force behind a church-sup­
ported protest against teaching in
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public schools what his sect defines 
as a non-Christian religious doc­
trine, according to Eric Zorn in the 
Chicago Tribune.

I think we can ignore Borgeaud’s 
complaint that parapsychology is a 
religious doctrine and for this rea­
son should not be in the schools. 
And we find his mistaken views of 
parapsychology silly. “This course 
opens the doors to witchcraft and 
explorations that can lead people 
down into Hinduism and a myriad 
of Eastern religions,” he says. “The 
occult nature of the phenomena 
being explored in this course—for­
tune telling, spirit communication— 
are [sic] part and parcel of Eastern 
religions .... This is dangerous.”

00
MIND POWER?

ONE DAY late in November 
1987 Bruce Gibbs, a scallop 
fisherman of Chatham, Mass., 

rented a Piper Cherokee at Chat­
ham Airport and took off for an 
hour’s aerial sightseeing. Gibbs, 46, 
had five years of flying experience. 
The weather was good and his take­
off was smooth.

He leveled off at 1000 feet and 
turned on a westward heading. For 
a few minutes he fiddled with the 
controls to get a feeling of how the 
plane handled and was working 
with the trim tabs, which are elec­
trically-operated adjustments to 
keep the plane stable.

Just as he thought he was getting
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a feel for the plane, the single engine 
apparently failed and the plane “be­
gan to drop pretty quick.” Gibbs 
had no choice but to prepare for 
an emergency landing. He told 
Michelle Caruso of the Boston 
Herald, “I was trying to glide but 1 
was dropping pretty fast. 1 called a 
mayday to Chatham. I said, ‘This is 
9714 Juliette and I’m going to try to 
bring it down in the pit,’ ” a cleared 
area about the size of five football 
fields. But within seconds he real­
ized his glide path was too steep. He 
was dropping too fast and was 
going to crash into the woods.

When Gibbs realized he was cer­
tain to crash, he used a technique he 
has employed before in dangerous 
emergencies. He used mind power 
to visualize himself walking safely 
away from the wreck. There was a 
thumping and banging as the plane 
crashed.

The fuselage was bent and bat­
tered by trees from seven to nine 
inches thick. The landing gear was 
wiped out and the right wing was 
twisted but Gibbs was unhurt. But 
he had to move fast. Fuel was 
pouring out and the door was 
jammed. “It was like 1 was in a 
coffin,” he said. He used both legs 
to kick the door open, grabbed his 
briefcase and glasses and exited 
rapidly.

Not everyone could react as cool­
ly as Gibbs did, of course. Shortly 
after the crash he went to the 
Chatham Health Club for a full
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workout. That night he went out 
dancing. But he says he has used 
mind power before in emergencies. 
He has walked barefoot over white- 
hot coals. He has survived sinking 
boats and once he was involved in a 
diving accident in which his air tank 
ran out at a depth of 95 feet. He has 
walked away unscathed from all 
these adventures and credits his 
power of visualization with his 
survival.

00
DREAMS OF GOLD

THE WORLD will be the poorer 
for the apparent failure of the 
theories of Thomas Gold, the unor­

thodox scientist from Cornell Uni­
versity. Gold believes enormous 
amounts of primordial methane gas 
still exist in the depths of the earth.

Gold believes this gas dwarfs any­
thing existing in reservoirs near the 
surface. It is from these that our 
own supplies come. He thinks that 
the gas deep under the ground, if we 
were able to tap it, would end our 
fuel crunch for centuries to come. 
Conventional geologists and petro­
leum engineers disagree with Gold 
but he bases his theories not on their 
observations but on his own knowl­
edge of the cosmological develop­
ment of the earth.

Gold bases his reasoning in part 
on the existence of helium in nat­
ural-gas reservoirs. He concludes it 
could have come only from deeper 
sources.
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A consortium of investors put 
together $15 million to test Gold’s 
theories in a borehole in a meteoric 
impact crater in Sweden. The site 
was chosen because it was believed 
the gas would have risen through 
the fractured rocks more easily 
there than in ordinary unshattered 
granite.

But last September that project 
was called off after reaching a depth 
of nearly 20,000 feet. Small quan­
tities of gas were found in the bore­
hole but nothing approaching com­
mercial quantities.

Gold does not think his theory 
has been disproven. He believes it is 
only necessary to drill deeper holes 
through the granite.

00
BLOOD POLTERGEIST

ONE EVENING in September 
1987 Minnie Clyde Winston of 
Atlanta stepped out of her bathtub 

to find the floor covered with blood. 
She called her husband to “come 
look at all this red stuff coming out 
of the floors.”

William Winston, 79, has kidney 
problems and must have his blood 
cleaned regularly by dialysis at a 
clinic, but a physical examination 
of Mr. Winston and one of his wife 
revealed no source from which 
blood could have poured. A further 
inspection of the house showed 
there was blood on the floors and 
walls as well.

The Winstons called police early
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the next morning. The officers were 
puzzled. Larry Howard, a State 
Crime Lab official, found that the 
blood was human but that it was 
Type О whereas William’s blood is 
Type A. More blood samples from 
the couple were tested.

At last report authorities had no 
idea where the blood came from. 
Howard thought it could be a 
homicide or a hoax. Police were not 
calling it either. Detective Steve 
Cartwright told the Associated 
Press that investigators had found 
no evidence of a crime and police 
spokeswoman Marion Lee said the 
officers were assuming it was not a 
hoax.

Mrs. Winston said they had 
rented and lived in the house for 22 
years and she didn’t know where ihe 
blood was coming from. She said 
she was “tired of all these people 
asking me all these questions.”

Her husband chimed in, “I’m not 
bleeding. My wife’s not bleeding. 
Nobody else was here.”

00
GOOD FROM LEECHES

UNORTHODOX medicines 
turn up in the most unlikely 
forms. One of these is leeches, which 

now are expected to play a role in 
cancer treatment. Early physicians, 
believing that by letting blood they 
could cure some illnesses, used 
leeches which sucked out as much 
as 50 millilitres of blood each. Now 
it appears that while the loss of the



I SEE BY THE PAPERS 27
blood was harmful to the patient, 
the fluids secreted by the animal’s 
salivary glands may have had some 
healing effect.

Health researchers have observed 
that the blood sucked by leeches can 
remain unclotted in their guts for 
several weeks because of anticoagu­
lants produced by their salivary 
glands. One of these anticoagulants, 
a protein called ’’antistasin,“ has 
turned out to be effective against 
the spread of cancer. As yet it isn’t 
known how antistasin’s properties 
relate to blood clotting but tests 
show it prevents the spread of tumor 
colonies in mice previously injected 
with sarcoma cells.

* * *

AT THE UNIVERSITY of Illi­
nois in Urbana-Champaign 
researchers have been trying to syn­

thesize a substance known as 
didemnin B, which occurs in a sea 
animal called the sea squirt (a back­
boneless tunicate). Tests show the 
natural substance is safe for humans 
and the National Cancer Institute is 
testing its effectiveness against 
various cancers at the University of
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Texas. The University of Illinois, 
however, is having problems pro­
ducing the synthetic didemnin В 
and expects it will be at least an­
other year before it is in successful 
production.

Another marine inhabitant, the 
sea hare, which is like a snail with­
out a shell, is the source of a sub­
stance, a potential anticancer medi­
cation, called dolastatin 10. Dolas- 
tatin 10 has cured mice of mela­
noma and has doubled the lifespans 
of mice with leukemia. The sub­
stance is being studied at the Uni­
versity of Arizona but is still about a 
year and a half away from clinical 
trials.

These experiments are the direct 
result of observations that no 
marine invertebrates are known to 
have cancer and this curious fact 
is taken as a signal that they may 
carry anticancer substances in their 
tissues.

00
NEWS & NOTES

• Actress Shirley MacLaine insists 
that aliens could have helped the 
Incas build the ancient ruined city 
of Machu Picchu. “It is very, very 
possible, maybe even more than 
possible, that if there are extrater­
restrial beings, they were attracted 
by the superior spiritual advance­
ment of the people that lived in 
Peru,” she says. The Peruvians 
respond that the Incas didn’t need 
any help.
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THE LOST CIVILIZATION 
OF THE SPHINX

New research into the age of the Great Sphinx of Giza in Egypt 
may overturn current ideas about the evolution of civilization.

By John Anthony West

THE SANDS OF Egypt will 
seem an odd place to go looking 
for “Atlantis.” But if the argument 

that follows is valid, then the Great 
Sphinx of Giza (to the Greeks, the 
“Guardian of the Riddle”) will have 
revealed a great secret indeed. It will 
upset all currently held notions of 
the evolution of civilization. It could 
well be to history what the relativity 

theory was to Victorian physics. To 
understand what is actually at stake 
a certain amount of preamble will 
be useful.

In 1937 the Alsatian mathemati­
cian and philosopher R.A. Schwal­
ler de Lubicz stood in front of the 
great temple of Luxor in Egypt and 
had what mystics call a revelation, 
what poets call an inspiration, and

The body of the Great Sphinx of Giza shows more erosion than due to wind 
and sand, indicating it is older than other monumental remains.
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Fig. 2. The faces of the Sphinx and Pharaoh Chephren, Fig. 3, were thought 
to be the same, but Chephren was restorer rather than builder of Sphinx.

what scientists call hypothesis for­
mation. In Schwaller’s moment of 
insight he saw that this extraordi­
nary temple (built mainly between 
1350-1150 B.C.), with its curious 
skewed axis, was an exercise in 
harmony and proportion.

But harmony and proportion 
imply a sophisticated understanding 
of mathematics; they imply science. 
Since modern scholars insist that 
harmony and proportion were in­
vented by the Greeks, Schwaller’s 
hypothesis formation had revolu­
tionary implications. If correct, it 
meant that an advanced science 
existed long before scholars wanted 
to believe it did.

Schwaller stayed in Egypt to test 

his hypothesis. Working with a 
small team that included his wife 
and stepdaughter, he was soon able 
to prove incontrovertibly that the 
measurements and proportions of 
the temple of Luxor embodied a 
sophisticated knowledge of har­
mony, proportion, geometry and 
geodesy (the science of earth mea­
sure). This discovery led in turn — 
after 15 years of uninterrupted 
work at the site — to a magisterial 
reinterpretation of the entire civili­
zation of ancient Egypt at odds with 
accepted academic views.

In effect Schwaller succeeded in 
reconstructing the legendary sacred 
science of the ancients. That a sa­
cred science once existed is and was 
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a common belief of many cultures. 
Many Western scholars, teachers 
and mystics have written knowl­
edgeably of the ancient sacred sci­
ence: Paracelsus, Boehme, Sweden­
borg, Goethe, Blavatsky, Steiner, 
Gurdjieff and Guenon to name but 
a few. In the East the knowledge 
never disappeared.

But Schwaller was the first to 
document that knowledge accord­
ing to modern ground rules and to 
put together a consistent and co­
herent picture of what the Egyptians 
knew and how that knowledge was 
deployed in art, architecture, sacred 
literature and the various branches 
of Egyptian science.

There are, however, major prob­
lems to appreciating Schwaller. The 
key to understanding him and Egypt 
is the massive, three-volume Le 
Temple De L 'Homme, which is still 
available only in French. Beyond 
that readers evidently find undiluted 
Schwaller tough sledding in any 
language without preparation. My 
own book, Serpent in the Sky: The 
High Wisdom of Ancient Egypt, an 
in-depth introduction to Schwaller’s 
work and thought, was written to 
provide that preparation.

* * ♦

IN THE PROCESS of developing 
his interpretation, Schwaller 
turned a harsh spotlight onto a 

mystery that had been languishing 
happily enough in the background: 
the origins of that sacred science in 
Egypt and elsewhere. Among Egyp­

tologists it is an acknowledged but 
carefully understated fact that 
Egypt was at its height at its begin­
ning. There is virtually no period of 
development that might remotely 
account for the Egypt of the Pyra­
mid Age. If the standard chrono­
logy is correct, a period of only 
a few hundred years separates a 
culture of simple Neolithic flint­
chippers and pottery-makers from 
the builders of the prodigious pyra­
mids; a culture so technologically 
proficient that we still do not know 
many of its building secrets, that 
boasted a complete sophisticated 
writing system, an advanced astron­
omy, astrology and mathematics, 
an extraordinary medical under­
standing and — once it is correctly 
understood via Schwaller — a pro­
found comprehension of the divine 
origins of humanity and its true 
spiritual destiny all within a couple 
of hundred years. It is like saying 
that it is possible to start making 
automobiles with the 1988 Porsche.

In a word, it is impossible. Mean­
while, the ancient Egyptians them­
selves (the last people modern 
scholars care to listen to) claimed 
descent from much earlier times. 
Unfortunately, the documents that 
might substantiate the claim are 
fragmentary, and not in close agree­
ment with each other. But this, in 
Schwaller’s opinion, was hardly 
sufficient cause to dismiss them, 
given the incompatibility of the ac­
cepted account of Egypt’s origins 
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and the reality of Egypt’s knowl­
edge. He devoted a chapter in one of 
his books (now available in English 
translation as Sacred Science) to a 
comparative study of ancient ac­
counts and of the documents avail­
able.

Almost in passing, Schwaller 
made an observation I had encoun­
tered nowhere before. He noted 
that the severe weathering to the 
body of the Great Sphinx of Giza 
had to be a consequence of water 
erosion and not of wind and sand, 
the standard explanation.

Though Schwaller pursued the 
matter no further, that single sen­
tence was enough to provoke in me 
a hypothesis formation of my own. 

-"THE SPHINX IS arguably the
A greatest sculpture on earth, in 

terms of size certainly, and there is 
little to equal the serene perfection 
of its execution. 1 realized that 
substantiating Schwaller’s observa­
tion would amount to no less than 
incontrovertible proof of “Atlantis.” 
(I put Atlantis between quotation 
marks because it is not the physical 
location — in the middle of the 
Atlantic Ocean according to Plato 
— that is at issue, but the existence 
of a major advanced civilization at a 
time when, according to the ac­
cepted view, humanity had barely 
climbed down out of the trees.)

There is no shortage of Atlantis 
literature. Some of it deserves much 
more serious consideration than it 

has been given. The beauty of this 
particular hypothesis formation was 
the apparent simplicity of proving 
or disproving it, coupled with the 
nature of- the proof. This did not 
involve intricate linguistic argu­
ments or theories of cross-cultural 
interchange, or comparative studies 
of ancient belief systems. The proof 
involved perhaps the “hardest” 
branch of modern science available, 
geology, the science of earth and 
rocks.

It seemed to me that the existence 
of Atlantis would hinge upon two 
simple questions. Was water respon­
sible for the severe weathering to 
the body of the Sphinx or was it 
not? And if it was, where did the 
water come from?

I could not provide direct positive 
proof on my own. I am not a geol­
ogist with a laboratory at my dis­
posal. Only a full-scale survey by 
qualified archaeologists and geolo­
gists could provide that order of 
positive proof. The same effect, how­
ever, could be achieved by construct­
ing an airtight negative argument. In 
other words, by eliminating all other 
known weathering factors, water ero­
sion in the distant past would be the 
only remaining possibility.

That negative proof involved two 
major lines of attack. The first was 
to challenge the accepted attribu­
tion of the Sphinx. The second was 
to show that the Sphinx could not 
have been eroded by wind and sand, 
the unquestioned standard assump­
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tion which is not illogical since the 
Sphinx sits in the desert.

This dual argument occupied the 
long last chapter of Serpent in the 
Sky. Since that time, the long- 
awaited archaeological/ geological 
survey has in fact been carried out 
by geologist Dr. K. Lal Gauri of the 
Stone Conservation Laboratory at 
the University of Louisville and by 
archaeologist Mark Lehner, now 
teaching at Yale. Since Lehner and 
Gauri agree that wind and sand 
could not be responsible for weath­
ering the Sphinx, there is no need to 
recapitulate my original lengthy 
argument. The weathering to the 
Sphinx is due to water erosion after 
all. This is now “official."

What is not agreed upon is the 
source of that water.

CHEPHREN AND THE SPHINX

IN THE 19TH Century, before 
scholars had settled upon Egyp­
tian chronology to their own satis­

faction, the Sphinx was universally 
assumed to be older than the pyra­
mids and anything else in Egypt. 
The reason was simple and correct 
— the Sphinx looks older, unmis­
takably and incontrovertibly. (See 
Figure 1.) It is obvious to the naked 
eye; science is not needed to confirm 
it. And no amount of spurious 
scholarship can override that orig­
inal impression: the Sphinx and the 
temple complex attached to it have 
been subjected to different atmo­
spheric or geological pressures or 

forces from those that have affected 
the surrounding structures. Indeed 
nothing else in all of Egypt is sim­
ilarly weathered and dilapidated.

Equally important, and equally 
unmistakable, the Sphinx and its 
temple complex are stylistically dis­
tinct from the surrounding struc­
tures and all else in Egypt. In art 
history there is nothing more dis­
tinctive than architectural style. 
Style is to architecture what a signa­
ture is to the individual. Style dis­
tinguishes one culture from another, 
and the periods within that culture 
from each other.

Historians routinely use style to 
precisely date buildings, paintings 
and musical compositions. While 
forgeries or imitations may on oc­
casion complicate the issue, the 
Sphinx is not one of those occa­
sions. There is a clear, vast disparity 
in style between the Sphinx complex 
and the surrounding pyramids and 
pyramid complexes. To insist that 
all date from the Fourth Dynasty is 
rather like saying that the Victorian 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth 
Avenue in New York and Rocke­
feller Center were both built by 
John D. Rockefeller because one is 
across the street from the other.

But what if a statue of John D. 
Rockefeller was found in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral? Wouldn’t that 
mean that both must have been 
built by Rockefeller? This is the 
argument used to attribute the 
Sphinx to Chephren.
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When the temple in front of the 
Sphinx was excavated, statues of 
the Pharaoh Chephren were found 
buried in pits inside its walls. 
Chephren was builder of the Second 
Pyramid on the Giza Plateau as well 
as brother and successor to Cheops, 
the builder of the Great Pyramid.

Having found the statues, schol­
ars then concluded that Chephren’s 
face and the face of the Sphinx 
were the same. A stone tablet 
erected between the paws of the 
Sphinx by a later pharaoh mentions 
Chephren’s name, but not as builder 
of the Sphinx. A causeway connects 
the sphinx to a small, dramatically 
ruined temple formed of gigantic 
blocks placed exactly in front of 
Chephren’s pyramid.

Now, were it not for the anoma­
lous and ruinous condition of the 
Sphinx and its temple complex and 
the equally unmistakable stylistic 
differences, these bits of evidence 
would have a certain circumstantial 
credence. But under scrutiny, they 
do not hold. The alleged resem­
blance between the face of the 
Sphinx and the statues of Chephren 
is a rare instance of scholars in­
dulging in flights of fancy. (See 
Figures 2, 3.) The Fourth Dynasty 
Egyptians were masters of sculp­
ture. Scale was no problem to them 
at this period or any other. When 
they set out to produce likenesses of 
the Pharaoh, those statues came out 
as alike as peas from a pod.

There can be no doubt that the 

statues found in the temple along 
with other bits of evidence prove a 
connection between Chephren and 
the Sphinx. Easily explained, 
Chephren was the restorer of the 
Sphinx and its adjacent temple, not 
the builder of either. The properties 
and dating of these restorations 
play a major factor in the hypoth­
esis.

SAILING THE SAHARA

THE SAHARA turned into 
desert relatively recently. Geol­
ogists agree that prior to 10,000 

B.C. or thereabouts it was broad, 
fertile savannah, probably not so 
very different from modern Kenya. 
It is also agreed that between 15,000 
and 10,000 B.C. all of Egypt was 
subject to a tremendous flood or 
floods (there is disagreement on this 
point). But it is certain that the 
entire Nile Valley was under water 
for extended periods of time. Geol­
ogists think that the water was a 
consequence of the melting of the 
glaciers from the last Ice Age. 
(Atlantis buffs think it a conse­
quence of the cataclysm that sank 
Atlantis.) When you walk over the 
endless sands of the Sahara, you 
will find it littered, interestingly 
enough, with seashells.

Therefore, apart from upsetting 
the historical and cultural applecart, 
there is no good scientific objection 
that might rule out water erosion to 
the Sphinx in the historically distant 
but geologically recent past. When



Fig. 4. The core body of the Sphinx shows evidence of three repair 
campaigns. Stone blocks used in earliest campaign are typical of Old 
Kingdom masonry.

the Lehner/ Gauri survey* is exam­
ined in detail, no other conclusion 
seems justified.

THE LEHNER REPORT

THOUGH THE language of the 
report is somewhat technical, 
the conclusions reached are easily 

conveyed. Lehner’s stone-by-stone 
survey of the Sphinx produced 
many interesting new data. It had 
always been assumed that the re­
pairs to the body of the Sphinx had 
taken place late in Egypt’s history,

•Readers interested in the reports should see the 
American Research Center in Egypt. Inc. [ARCE], 
Newsletter. It 112, 114 and 127. 

during Ptolemaic or Roman times 
(330 B.C. and A.D. 50 as approxi­
mate dates during which repairs 
might have been undertaken). But 
Lehner found that there had been 
three repair campaigns to the 
eroded core body of the Sphinx, not 
one. He also found that some of the 
campaigns had taken place much 
earlier than had been thought. (See 
Figure 4.)

While precise dating of the repairs 
may be impossible, Lehner observes 
that the blocks used in the earliest 
campaign are typical of Old King­
dom masonry (i.e., Chephren’s pe­
riod). Nevertheless he declines to 
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entertain the possibility that the 
repairs were undertaken during the 
Old Kingdom. Instead he dates the 
repairs to the New Kingdom (circa 
1500 B.C.to 1000 B.C.) even though 
this style of masonry was not gen­
erally employed during that period.

The reason for this is of course 
that the attribution to Chephren 
must not be disturbed no matter 
what the evidence suggests.

Lehner goes on to make two 
further crucial observations:

(1) Up to the past few years (when 
new erosional factors have come 
into play due to the Aswan Dam 
and the gross pollution around 
Cairo) no significant damage has 
taken place on the Sphinx since the 
first repair campaign was under­
taken.

(2) This leaves only about 500 
years for the Sphinx to have eroded 
from new to its present condition 
—that is to say, with channels over 
two feet deep worn into its walls.

Fig. 5. View of Sphinx shows great 
erosion of core body and surround­
ing walls.

This means that, following the 
carving of the Sphinx, it proceeded 
to weather away at the rate of about 
five inches per century. But other 
experts on desert geology* have 
noted that all erosional factors that 
operate in the desert operate ex­
tremely slowly. Given the condi­
tions that prevail around the Sphinx 
(more or less constant for the last 
10,000 years), a block of blotting 
paper would be unlikely to erode 
away at approximately five inches 
per century. There is probably no 
known building material that erodes 
away at that rate under any cir­
cumstances — with the possible 
exception of the ice used in igloos. 
Neither Lehner nor Gauri seems 
disturbed by erosion that not only 
takes place at five unimaginable 
inches per century, but that then 
abruptly stops after some 500 years.

•Butzer and Hansen. Desert & River in Nubia, 
Wisconsin. 1968.

Fig. 6. Erosion of wall around Sphinx 
indicates greater age than is 
thought.



Fig. 7. Old Kingdom tombs, carved into the same rock strata as Sphinx, 
show far less damage from erosion after 5000 years than does Sphinx.

THE GAURI REPORT

THIS REPORT is also highly 
technical but its principal con­
clusion, from our point of view, is 

clear and easily expressed. Elabo­
rate tests run on the rock of the 
Sphinx prove that it has been 
eroded by water, not by wind and 
sand.

But according to Gauri, this water 
is not the result of an ancient flood. 
It comes from two sources:

(I) Through capillary action it 
has leached up from the under­
ground water table and seeped into 
the body of the Sphinx. This water, 
reacting with the salts in the lime­
stone, gradually eroded away the 
surface.

(2) The desert is hot by day, cool 
by night. During the night, water 
condenses from the air onto the 
surface of the stone. When the

Fig. 8. Temple near the Sphinx has 
an envelope, or skim, of polished 
granite blocks over an older lime­
stone core.
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Fig. 9. Limestone core 
of temple is built of 
titanic blocks weigh­
ing up to 200 tons. 
Carved from the same 
stone as the Sphinx, 
they show same weath- 
ering and thus the 
same age.

desert sun heats up the rock, expan­
sion takes place, and the surface 
gradually flakes away.

It is difficult to see how either of 
these erosional factors could have 
produced the weathering to the 
Sphinx. There is certainly an under­
ground water table in the Sahara as 
in other places. It is now 16 feet 
below the ground level of the 
Sphinx. But in Egypt that water 
table has been continually rising. 
The annual flooding of the Nile (up 
to the building of the Aswan Dam 
where it no longer floods) deposits 
1 / 4 inch of new soil per year over the 
Nile Valley and as the land rises, so 
does the water table. Over the 
course of 5000 years the water table 
has risen about 50 feet. This means 
that when the Sphinx was ostensibly 
built, the water table was 50 feet 
lower than it is now. According to

Fig. 10. Individual granite blocks of 
the skim have been carefully fitted to 
the limestone blocks of the core.
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Lehner, the Sphinx eroded from 
new into its present condition in the 
space of about 500 years. Is it 
possible that, following Gauri, 
water 50 feet deeper underground 
than at present leached up into the 
body of the Sphinx, eroded chan­
nels two feet deep in its body over 
the course of 500 years and then 
ceased eroding altogether as the 
water table continued to rise?

If it is argued that repairs to the 
Sphinx would have precluded fur­
ther erosion, that argument will not 
suffice. The bedrock walls surround­
ing the Sphinx (see Figures 5,6) are 
cut from the identical rock as the 
Sphinx. These have never been re­
paired. If the combined erosional 
factors wore the Sphinx away at the 
rate of five inches per century for 
the first 500 years following its 
carving, then we should expect these 
unrepaired surrounding walls to 
show drastically more severe weath­
ering, in fact about 15 feet more 
weathering, incredible as that may 
sound (five inches per century x 35 
centuries). In fact, the walls sur­
rounding the Sphinx show identical 
weathering to the Sphinx.

And the same strictures apply to 
the other form of weathering cited 
by Gauri. Whatever affected the 
Sphinx must have affected the sur­
rounding walls. If repairs to the 
Sphinx halted the process, then the 
surrounding walls should show 
more severe weathering and they do 
not.

If further corroborative proof 
was needed, it is furnished by the 
true and authenticated Old King­
dom tombs in the immediate Sphinx 
area (see Figure 7). These are 
carved into the same strata of bed­
rock as the Sphinx and after 5000 
years — apart from a few areas 
where they have caught wind cur­
rents — are practically undamaged.

Still further corroborative evi­
dence is provided by the temples 
surrounding the Sphinx and by the 
so-called Mortuary Temple high on 
the Giza plateau in front of 
Chephren’s pyramid. Though in 
ruinous condition, these temples 
are constructed in an absolutely 
unique way. They are formed of a 
core of deeply weathered, striated 
and titanic limestone blocks, some 
weighing over 200 tons. Inside and 
outside this core there are the re­
mains of a skim of massive, polished 
granite blocks (see Figures 8,9,10), 
which have been carefully fitted, 
individually, to the blocks of the 
limestone core.

It is quite clear that the core was 
built first and the skim added later, 
much later. The core blocks, made 
of the same limestone the Sphinx is 
carved from, were obviously deeply 
eroded in the same way as the 
Sphinx. When it was decided — by 
Chephren, no doubt — to restore 
the ruined temples as well as the 
Sphinx, the eroded layers on the 
core blocks were planed off, leaving 
a workable but irregular surface. 
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The granite skim blocks were then 
fitted individually to marry into the 
blocks of the core. There is no other 
way to explain the construction of 
these temples.

It would be impossible (and idio­
tic) to quarry out the limestone core 
blocks in the irregular shape we 
now find them, and then go to the 
incredible additional trouble of 
cutting the rear surfaces of granite 
facing blocks to marry to the core, 
while presenting the perfectly 
smooth face we find in the temple’s 
interior. It is also inconceivable that 
the Egyptians or anyone else would 
construct a temple from scratch of 
finely jointed 100- to 200-ton core 
blocks only to then cover them up 
with 50-ton granite facing blocks. 
Nothing else in Egypt is constructed 
in this fashion. And the huge 
ruinous core blocks of the mortuary 
temple high on the plateau, 150 feet 
above the Sphinx, show the same 
erosional patterns as those of the 
Valley Temple below. Presumably, 
following Gauri, the same water 
that was some 76 feet below the 
sphinx seeped upward another 150 
feet and weathered away the core 
blocks of the Mortuary Temple.

* * *

ONE OF THE problems of this 
specific dispute is that the evi­
dence is basically visual. On site, it 

is easy to see what is at stake and to 
weigh the conflicting accounts. On 
the printed page, even with pictures, 
it is not so easy to follow.

But the main issues have been 
made clear. The conclusions drawn 
by Gauri and Lehner do not follow 
from their own data. Short of a 
geological miracle that manifests 
itself at the Sphinx and nowhere 
else in Egypt or the world, the forces 
supposedly explaining the weather­
ing to the Sphinx do not explain it 
all. It is unfortunate that corre­
spondence directed to Gauri and 
Lehner, pointing out discrepancies 
and asking for explanations, goes 
unanswered.

It is of course possible that my 
own reasoning is flawed, that there 
is yet some argument that will pre­
serve the accepted dating of the 
Sphinx and, with it, the accepted 
account of the evolution of civili­
zation. But Gauri and Lehner do 
not provide it, and until someone 
does, I think it fair to conclude that 
both Schwaller de Lubicz and the 
ancient Egyptians themselves were 
correct: civilization goes much fur­
ther back than contemporary histo­
rians are prepared to admit; there 
was a sacred science in ancient times 
and there was an “Atlantis.” The 
Great Sphinx of Giza is a relic of 
that civilization.



By Pauline Saltzman

THE 
SPIRIT 
OF THE 
GREEN 
LIFE
A glimpse of another time 
leads a writer into a life 
in two worlds....

THE UNTIMELY death of
William Sharp on December 14, 

1905, caused little stir with the general 
reading public. The Scottish man of 
letters had never intended his eclectic 
and intellectual output — poetry, 
fiction, essays, biography, literary 
criticism — for the mass market His 
works were geared to the intelligen­
tsia.

Paralleling Sharp’s distinguished 
career was the mystical literary output 
of a reclusive young woman who by­
lined her poetic prose with the name 
Fiona Macleod. No one knew any­
thing about her because that was the 
way she wanted it The real mystery 
lay in why her works held worldwide 
appeal. Her evocation of the High­

lands’ druidic past had even generated 
a Celtic revival.

Public indifference to Sharp’s 
demise at the age of 50 changed dra­
matically when it was revealed that he 
and Fiona Macleod were one and the 
same person!

Until Sharp’s death only three per­
sons knew literature’s best-kept se­
cret: Sharp himself, his wife Elizabeth 
and his close friend the Duke of 
Bronte. The trio knew much more than 
the fact that “Fiona Macleod” was his 
by-line. She was the center of one of 
the most mind-boggling psychic mys­
teries of all time. Her mystery and 
mastery rivaled the later enigma of 
Patience Worth.



SHARP was bom in Paisley in 
1855, the eldest son of Galbraith 
Sharp, co-owner of a prosperous mer­

cantile firm. His mother, the daughter 
of a British diplomat, was partly of 
Celtic descent.

The Highland nanny of the Sharp 
children often took them on trips to her 
native Western Highlands. On one of 
these junkets Will, who was then 
seven, encountered a mysterious lady 
who would influence his life and 
shape his literary career.

The supersensitive child had al­
ways had an affinity for the untamed 
terrain of loch, legend and dense for­
est Here nature had once been wor­
shiped.

The lady had appeared as if from 
nowhere. She stood close to him, 
smiling gently. For the rest of his life 
he would remember this fragile and 
dazzling moment.

Will’s parents missed him and 
went to look for him. They found him 
lying “on a carpet of wild hyacinth.” 
He appeared dazed. When he spoke he 
asked his parents if they knew who the 
lady with “hair like buttercups” was. 
They had seen no one.

About this time Will met his cousin 
Elizabeth for the first time. The 
daughter of Galbraith’s eldest brother, 
she was a year younger than he. The 
clear-eyed lass was fun to be with. She 
understood him completely when he 
told her about the strange Highland 
lady he called Star-Eyes. Elizabeth’s 
empathy and sensitivity cemented 
their relationship for all time.

Will had seen Star-Eyes only once 
but she haunted him. The more he 
matured, the more she “whispered” to 
his mind. The time would come when 
he would share her with the world.

His earliest education had been at 
home, followed by a term at a private 
school, where he was lonely and mis­
erable. After several attempts at run­
ning away, he stowed away on a ship 
docked at Grangemouth. After that 
episode Will absconded with a band of 
gypsies, an adventure that lasted sev­
eral weeks. All this happened before 
he was 12.

The family moved to Glasgow 
where Will was enrolled as a day stu­
dent at the Glasgow Academy. Star- 
Eyes “accompanied” him. In 1871 
Will entered the University of 
Glasgow, where his prodigious talent 
for literature was first recognized.

Always he thought of himself as a 
changeling who couldn’t possibly 
belong to his conservative family. In 
1874 his disapproving father placed 
him with a law firm, arguing discipline 
was what a black sheep needed. With 
access to libraries and theater, Will’s 
artistic life blossomed.

The cousins met for the second time 
when Will was 20. They became se­
cretly engaged but only because the 
families were bitterly opposed to their 
marriage.

When Will was threatened with tu­
berculosis, his family sent him to Aus­
tralia, hoping he would settle there. 
The silence of the bush country, to­
gether with the brilliant skies and land­
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scapes, appealed to him. Unfortu­
nately he was unsuited for any career 
available in that part of the world. 
Will’s heart longed for the Highlands 
and for Elizabeth. Star-Eyes was with 
him, as always, appealing to his 
thoughts. She wanted him to return to 
Scotland and there create poetry about 
nature’s deep mysteries.

His instincts were right but lack of 
funds kept him from making literature 
his life’s work. He was about to enlist 
as a mercenary in the Turkish army 
when fate intervened. Through a 
friend’s influence he obtained a clerk­
ship at the City of Melbourne Bank in 
London.

Sharp wrote poetry for the Pall 
Mall Gazette and other periodicals. 
Sir Noel Paton introduced him to 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti. The pre-Ra- 
phaelite poet-painter understood the 
inner meanings of Will’s verse. He en­
couraged him with advice and con­
structive criticism.

Sharp realized that he was not 
meant for the business world. He 
found a more gratifying post at the 
gallery of the Fine Arts Society. Star- 
Eyes never abandoned him. She con­
tinued to communicate through his 
mind and spirit. She inspired him to 
devote full time to poetry.

BY 1882, at the age of 27, he had 
written a biography of the re­
cently-deceased Rossetti. A collec­

tion of poems was on the bookstands. 
Will’s Human Inheritance was gain­
ingrecognition. The publisher invited 

him to submit more poetry. Will sold 
a number of articles on ancient Etrus­
can cities to the Glasgow Herald, 
whose art critic he became.

Parental opposition to Will and 
Elizabeth’s marriage was withdrawn. 
They were married in 1885.

A superbly gifted writer, Elizabeth 
often wondered if Star-Eyes was fash­
ioned from poetry, imagination and 
her husband’s emotions about 
Scotland’s primitive and early-Chris- 
tian history. And why, she asked 
herself, did his childhood fancy — or 
phantom — continue to invade his 
thoughts?

With Elizabeth’s assistance Will 
completed his anthology Lyra. He 
ventured successfully into fiction with 
Children of Tomorrow, Silence Farm 
and critically-acclaimed short stories. 
He completed biographies of Shelley, 
Heine and Browning, along with 
Greek Studies and literary essays. 
Without a word of complaint about his 
obsession with Star-Eyes, Elizabeth 
lifted Will’s spirit with sympathy and 
encouragement.

In 1894 Sharp experienced the 
compulsion to write in the ancient 
Gaelic vein. The “slant” was sensitive, 
passionate and totally feminine. No 
one will ever know how the word 
“Fiona Macleod” entered his mind.

Fiona “wrote” through the medium 
of William Sharp, while he continued 
to produce erudite works under his 
own name. In all of the documented 
evidence of the case there is no men­
tion ofa Ouija board or direct voice. It 
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was as if he were controlled by some 
entity, perhaps an elemental spirit 
from the Highlands’ dim past. The 
words seemed spun from shadow and 
fancy.

Sharp concluded that Fiona was a 
projection of Star-Eyes and that both 
he and she were incarnations, lovers, 
from Scottish antiquity. Did not 
“Fiona” mean “fair maid”?

The first work of this worldly-oth­
erworldly “collaboration” was 
Pharais: A Romance of the Isles. The 
writing had begun at the Sharps’ coun­
try house, Phenice Croft, where new 
problems were surfacing for Eliza­
beth.

Elizabeth began to fear their se­
questered rustic home. The place 
seemed unnatural to her. “Uncanny” 
was how she expressed it in her 1910 
biography of her husband. She wrote 
that Phenice Croft was haunted. It was 
hard for her to live there “unless the 
sun was shining.” Visitors also felt un­
easy about the ambience. Only when 
Will was away did the oppression lift

According to the British Dictionary 
of National Biography, Sharp was 
writing under “the influence of mes­
merism, or spiritual trance.” In 1895 
Macleod’s Mountain Sons came out, 
followed by The Sin-Eater, Celtic Isles 
and her recreation of Celtic myth, 
“captured in dreams.” The Washer in 
the Ford and Green Fire drew acclaim. 
William Sharp’s facile pen, or rather 
Fiona’s, was busy indeed.

Fiona Macleod’s popularity spread 
to the United States. Like her British 

readers, who had no idea that she was 
a man, American fans demanded to 
know about her personal life. Sharp 
issued a statement. Fiona was a young 
recluse who avoided any form of pub­
licity and human contact. She lived as 
a hermit somewhere in the Highlands. 
Nature was her only companion. 
William Sharp was merely acting as 
her literary agent — the buffer be­
tween her mystical life and the real 
world of publishing.

On May 13, 1899, Fiona wrote to 
the Athenaeum, stating that she wrote 
only under her own name. Her readers, 
who ranged from the general populace 
to distinguished literary personalities, 
wrote to her. Always she answered 
graciously. Shaip’sandherownhand­
writing were somewhat similar but 
Fiona’s had some unique qualities.

At the turn of the century Thomas 
B. Mosher, a Portland, Maine, pub­
lisher of miniature books, requested 
and received Fiona’s permission to 
reprint some of her Celtic/Gaelic/ 
Breton lore.

Fiona was generous. By Sundown 
Shores: Studies in Spiritual History 
was published by Mosher in 1902. 
Included in this volume was The Lynn 
of Dreams (in print for the first time). 
A second edition of 425 copies was 
published in 1904.

IN HER FOREWORD Fiona wrote, 
“You ask of me a few words the 
seadrift from Sundown Shores, to tell 

you are free to take up or give to others 
what in a sense is not mine to give.”
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By Sundown Shores helps the 

reader understand the true persona of 
Fiona Mcleod.

Of elemental powers: “I know one 
who, asked by a friend desiring more 
intimate knowledge as to what influ­
ences above all other influences had 
shaped her inward life, answered at 
once, with that sudden vision of insight 
which reveals more than the vision of 
thought, ‘The Wind, Silence, and 
Love. . .

“When we consider, could any in­
fluences be deeper than these three ele­
mental powers, for ever young, yet 
older than age, beautiful immortalities 
that whisper continually against our 
mortal ear. The Wind, Silence, and 
Love. Yes, I think of them as good 
comrades, nobly minstrant, priests of 
the hidden way.

“To go into solitary places, or 
among trees which await dusk and 
storm, or by a dark shore: to be a nerve 
there, to listen to, inwardly to hear, to 
be at one with, as needs shaken by, as 
a wave lifted before the wind: this is to 
know what cannot otherwise be 
known; to hear the intimate, dread 
voice; to listen to what long, long ago 
went away, and to which now is going 
and coming, coming and going, and to 
what august airs of sorrow prevail in 
that dim empire of shadow where the 
falling leaf rest unfallen, where Sound, 
of all else forgotten and forgetting, 
lives in the pale hyacinth, the moon­
white pansy, the cloudy amaranth that 
gathers dew.”

Fiona Macleod’s views on

Christianity’s first inroads where na­
ture worship had been the norm:

“Nothing is more strange than the 
confused survival of legends and pa­
gan faiths and early Christian beliefs, 
such as may be found still in some of 
the isles. There’s a story that Mary 
Magdalene lies in a cave in Iona. She 
roamed the world with a blind man 
who loved her, but they had no sin.... 
It is characteristic enough to the quaint 
confusion that could make Mary 
Magdalene and St. Columba contem­
porary.”

Fiona also tells of “an instance of a 
Celtic priest in Armorica and of a 
Celtic priest in Scotland acting identi­
cally towards an upright heathen. A 
large book would be necessary to re­
late the correspondence between the 
folk tales, the traditional romances, 
and the Christian legends of the four 
great branches of the Celtic race.

“On the seventh day, when God 
rested, says a poet of the Gael, He 
dreamed of the lands and nations He 
had made, and out of that dreaming 
were bom Ireland and Brittany. Truly, 
within Christian days, there were more 
saints, there were more lamps of the 
spirit lit in that grey peninsula, in that 
green land, in the little sand-cinctured 
Iona, than anywhere betwixt the Syr­
ian desert and the meads and Glas­
tonbury. . . . The old gods have not 
perished but merge into the brother­
hood of Christ’s company.”

Fiona stressed the significance of 
“Earth, Fire, and Water.” She writes of 
“Old Barabal,” her nanny, who could 
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have been the old Highland compan­
ion of Sharp’s childhood.

“Old Barabal has gone where the 
south wind blows, in blossom and 
flowers and green leaves, across the 
pastures of Death; and I. . . alascan 
but wish that One stronger than she, for 
all her love, will lift me, as a child 
again, to the Wind, and pass me across 
the Fire, and set me down again upon 
a New Earth.”

Sharp encouraged the popular con­
ception that Fiona Macleod was en­
dowed with “the dreamy Celtic gen­
ius.” He submitted a “biographical” 
sketch to the British Who's Who, list­
ing her hobbies as “boating, hill­
climbing and listening.” Critics agreed 
that the bulk of her writing reflected 
the influences of paganism and nature 
worship.

* * *

ELIZABETH kept her dignified si­
lence. She coped stoically with 
Phenice Croft’s haunted atmosphere, 

feeling she was sharing her home with 
Will’s “other woman,” who was a 
phantom. Never did she wallow in 
self-pity or reproach Will for living in 
two worlds.

From time to time Will left Eliza­
beth to spend weeks on end in his 
enchanted Western Highlands. He 
wrote her in detail about “us.” One 
letter was especially painful for her:

“There is a strange excitement in 
the knowledge that two people are 
here, for it is with me as though Fiona 
were asleep in another room. I catch 
myself listening for her step, for the 

sudden opening of a door. She whis­
pers to me. I am eager to see what she 
will do. It seems passing strange to be 
here alone with her at last.”

Each year Sharp observed his birth­
day by writing to Fiona. One letter 
opened with the salutation “Dearest 
Fiona.” He went on about her “serene 
face and austere eyes.” She wrote back 
how much she wanted him to go on 
serving her “with loyalty .... 
Lovingly yours, dear Will. . . .”

The ongoing play between the two 
personalities exacted their toll. The 
enormous strain proved damaging to 
Sharp’s physical and emotional 
health. He traveled widely, with or 
without Elizabeth. The Lynn of 
Dreams attempts to explain the meld 
of the two diverse personas. Fiona 
used the character she named John 
O’Dreams as a stand-in for Sharp.

“What he wrote was read with ea­
gerness,” she said, “for those who 
turned to his books knew that they 
would find there not his own thought, 
which was deep, and his own imagina­
tion, which had a far-wandering wing, 
but a verbal music that was his own, a 
subtle use of the underplay of word­
life, the colour, meaning, romance, 
association, suggestiveness, shadowy 
hints of words; the incommunicable 
charm.

“He loved his art, and he had much 
to say, and above all longed to capture 
into rhythm and cadence the floating 
music that haunted him, and the won­
der of life that was his continual 
dream.”
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In 1905, during a drive in the Sicil­

ian Alcantara valley, Sharp caught a 
chill which escalated into a dangerous 
virus. He died at the Duke of Bronte’s 
home, Castello Manlcate, situated at 
the base of Mount Aetna.

In Sharp’s biography Elizabeth 
tells of his strangely haunted final 
hours:

“On the morning of the twelfth day 
— a day of wild storm, wind, thunder 
and rain— he recognized that nothing 
could avail. With characteristic swift­
ness he turned his eager mind from the 
life that was closing to the life of 
greater possibilities that he knew 
awaited him. About three o’clock, 
with his devoted friend, Alex Hood, 
by his side, he suddenly leant forward 
with shining eyes and exclaimed in a 
tone of joyous recognition, ‘Oh, the 
beautiful Green Life again!’ And the 
next moment sank back in my arms 
with the contented sigh, ‘Ah, all is 
well.’”

Sharp left a letter, to be given to the 
Duke of Bronte, explaining his rea­
sons for keeping his two interlocking 
identities secret The Duke and Eliza­
beth kept that confidence faithfully.

Thirteen years after Sharp’s death, 
the occult magazine Light (August 15, 
1918) referred to the Fiona enigma as 
“one of the curiosities of modem lit­
erature.”

In the author’s opinion Sharp’s 
works, written under his own name, 
were “curiously lacking in the won­
derful elements of poetic imagination 
which flowed into them when he 
wrote his Celtic romances under the 
pen name of ‘Fiona Macleod,’ a mys­
terious woman, the secret of whose 
identity was jealously preserved. . . . 
It is as though Pope or Shelley should 
have produced works in the manner of 
Keats.”

Elizabeth recalled how her hus­
band often seemed to “enter” a place 
he called “The Green Life.” She 
wrote, “I remember from early days 
how he would speak of the momentary 
curious ‘dazzle in the brain,’ which 
preceded the falling-away of all mate­
rial things and precluded some inner 
vision of Great Beauty or Great Pres­
ence, or of some symbolic imprint. I 
have been beside him when he was in 
a trance, and I heard the room throb 
with heightened vibration.”

Numerous theories attempting to 
pierce the mystery of the Sharp- 
Macleod relationship have been ad­
vanced: automatic writing, spirit pos­
session, self-hypnosis, clairvoyance, 
split personality. The answer will 
never be known. But what can be 
stated with absolute certainty is that 
“Fiona Macleod” was infinitely more 
than a pseudonym.
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MOM ALWAYS KNOWS
By Vicky Douglas

THOUGH TALES of my moth­
er’s psychic abilities are legend­
ary in my family, I did not experi­

ence them myself until I was 20, 
while attending Schiller College. 
During my Christmas vacation 1 
was traveling on a student tour of 
Southeast Asia. In Singapore 1 pur­
chased a lightweight backpack of a 
hideous shade of brilliant neon 
orange, before continuing on to 
Sumatra.

In Sumatra, we traveled into the 
back country visiting small remote 
villages. My study group arrived at 
Prapat on Christmas Eve. A high 
mountain village surrounded by 
mountainous jungle, Prapat con­
tained few civilized amenities. 
Though 1 had promised to call my 
family on Christmas day, 1 found 
there was no phone or telegraph by 
which to reach them.

Since sultry Sumatra straddles 
the equator, I had packed only light 
clothing. December, however, is 
monsoon season and that Christmas 
Eve turned wet and chilly. As 1 
shivered beneath a single blanket 
that night I thought of my distant 
family. Homesick, I imagined my­
self in front of our fireplace, warm 
and happy.

Vicky Douglas

49



50 FATE

As soon as 1 returned to Singa­
pore 1 called home. My mother, 
Betsy Douglas, answered and, be­
fore 1 could apologize for not call­
ing Christmas day, she blurted, 
“How can it be so cold in the 
jungle?” Astonished, I said nothing 
and she continued, “Where did you 
get that awful backpack? So 
orange."

Mom went on to describe how 
she kept having her flash pictures, 
as she calls them, of me in a chilly 
jungle and carrying around a neon 
orange backpack. She described the 
hillsides of Prapat, despite never 
having been there and knowing 
nothing of the place. She even saw 
me shivering under a blanket.

“The best part of my flash pic­
tures,” Mom finished, “ was that 1 
could tell, even though you hadn’t 
called, that you were miserable, but 
safe!”—Boise, Idaho.

PREVIEW
By Brenda Shaw

MY CLOSE friend Bronwyn 
had gone camping in France 
with her husband Tom and their 

two small children. While they were 
there some minor symptoms she 
had noted before leaving got rapid­
ly worse and a French doctor was 
consulted. “Madame is very ill,” he 
told them. “You must return to 
your own country at once and seek 
treatment.”

Bronwyn was hospitalized in 
Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, Scot­

land, immediately upon their re­
turn. This was late in July 1972. 
Within days a diagnosis of acute 
leukemia was confirmed. She was 
too ill to see anyone except Tom. 
The medics started chemotherapy, 
hoping to produce a remission 
which would keep her symptom- 
free for a time. Cheered and en­
couraged by this, Bronwyn asked to 
see me.

“She’s feeling quite chipper now 
that we know it can be treated,” 
Tom said. “Why don’t you go and 
see her tomorrow?”

That evening I couldn’t get 
Bronwyn out of my mind. I dreaded 
the impending visit. What does one 
say to a friend who is dying? I hadn’t 
faced that situation before. I was 
making a cake in my kitchen in 
Dundee, where 1 lived at that time. 
As 1 mixed and poured the batter I 
ran through in my mind what I 
would say to Bronwyn next day. As 
I put the cake into the oven a 
sudden conviction came over me:
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“You won’t have to go tomorrow. 
She’s already dead.”

Then a new line of thought began. 
I imagined hearing footsteps on our 
gravel path, the doorbell ringing 
and Tom standing there on the step, 
pale and shocked, saying, “She’s 
gone—dead.” I led him into the 
kitchen and sat him down and he 
told us what had happened.

This entire fantasy lasted perhaps 
20 minutes and was interrupted by 
the sound of footsteps coming up 
our gravel path and the ringing of 
the doorbell. There was Tom, stand­
ing on the front step, looking pale 
and shocked. He said, “She’s gone— 
dead.”—Eugene, Oreg.

NOT TO BE FEARED
By Rebecca Scott

THE FIRST time I realized 1 was 
psychic I was 19. That was 
exactly 33 years ago, in mid-Novem- 

ber 1954. I had just returned from 
an evening out when, as I ap­
proached our front door, 1 thought 
someone was behind me. 1 quickly 
spun around but found no one 
there. This frightened me. I thought 
someone had followed me home.

After I stepped inside I began to 
feel more secure. But minutes later, 
while 1 was preparing a hot drink in 
the kitchen, 1 had the sensation 
again. This time 1 felt the weight of 
someone or something on my back. 
Again 1 saw nothing. By this time I 
was really scared and ran to wake 
my mother.

My mother greeted my plea for 
help with laughter. She came from a 
long line of relatives with a so-called 
sixth sense. She told me, “Away and 
don’t be daft. There’s nothing to be 
scared of. You’re probably just psy­
chic, like me.”

Her nonchalant reaction left me 
feeling both frustrated and angry. 1 
was not prepared to accept my 
mother’s explanation of this inci­
dent as, at that time, I was a skeptic. 
But eventually 1 plucked up enough 
courage to put out the lights and 
jump into bed.

Next morning we were awakened 
by my aunt’s banging on the front 
door. She was the bearer of sad 
news. My mother’s brother Martin 
Screen, whom Mother hadn’t seen 
for years, had been killed at 11 
o’clock the night before. This was 
exactly the time 1 had experienced 
that frightening phenomenon.

I dismissed the whole affair as 
pure coincidence until a few months 
later, when 1 had another premoni­
tion. 1 realized this time that this gift 
or curse, whichever it is, was surely 
for real. This time the sensation was 
stronger and actually moving close 
by my side. Sometimes a vague 
apparition even passed in front of 
me. Always these occasions are a 
type of warning of someone’s death.

In the beginning my husband 
made fun of me, so I kept these 
warnings to myself. The first pre­
monition 1 received in my dreams 
was just before we lost our five- 
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month-old son William due to a cot 
death. I was crying in my dream and 
knew I had lost a child but I didn’t 
know which one of my three children 
it was. What a shock it was when 1 
entered their bedroom the next 
morning and found to my horror 
that our youngest had passed away 
in his sleep. Needless to say, my 
husband made fun of me no more.

A few years ago 1 had a long chat 
with a clairvoyant who was visiting 
the Spiritualist church in my home­
town, Hamilton, Scotland. 1 de­
scribed my experiences to her and 
asked her advice. She explained to 
me that these premonitions come 
from friendly spirits and that I 
shouldn’t be afraid. They are pro­
tecting me from the shock of receiv­
ing bad news by preparing me be­
forehand.

I’ve received these “warnings”for 
so many years now 1 can actually 
differentiate between outside rela­
tives and immediate family. For 
example, if a distant relative or 
neighbor is about to pass away my 
spirit friend stays close by me for 
only a day or two. Whereas, prior to 
the death of a dearly loved friend or 
close family member this spirit will 
follow me for as long as two weeks.

A perfect example of this oc­
curred when my dear mother Isa­

bella Barr died. 1 thought I was 
going crazy. My mother was ill but 
not seriously. But there was no 
peace for me; everywhere 1 went this 
“friend” was with me. After two 
weeks I was trying to relax in front 
of the television when suddenly 
he/she passed in front of me. I 
jumped up screeching, “All right, 
c’mon, whose turn is it this time?”

I immediately raced to the next 
street where my daughter lived. 
When I explained the circumstances 
she suggested driving me to the 
hospital to see if my mother was all 
right. We had no phone.

My mother had taken a stroke 
but thanks to my spirit friend 1 
managed to be with her for the last 
half hour of her life. She died March 
23, 1983.

I seldom disclose this information 
outside our family; most people 
wouldn’t believe me if I did. But 
there must be many people world­
wide who experience similar phe­
nomena.

I pray I won’t be having any more 
visits from my “friend” for a long 
time to come. But if I do, I won’t be 
afraid. 1 remember Mother’s words, 
spoken all those many years ago, 
“Don’t be afraid of the dead; it’s the 
living that’s more to be feared.”— 
Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Scotland.

★



Miracles 
at Xour&es

At celebrated Roman Catholic shrine “impossible” 
healings occur — but only a few fortunate pilgrims.

By Christopher Bloom

THE CELEBRATED healings at 
Lourdes, France, remain provoca­
tive and controversial. Even though 

the experts estimate that the average 
pilgrim’s chances for a cure are re­
mote, thousands of people visit the 
shrine yearly. Because of its stringent 
medical standards, the Roman Catho­
lic Church has accepted only 64 mir­
acles there in the last 126 years.

But even these miracles have not 
gone unchallenged. In 1957 Dr. 
Donald J. West, a British psychiatrist 
interested in psychical research, 
examined 11 of the best Lourdes cases 
and remained unconvinced by them. 
His book Eleven Lourdes Miracles 
argued that the evidence in each case is 
flawed or incomplete. Other books, 
such as Ruth Cranston’s The Miracle 
of Lourdes (published two years 
earlier), took a more positive view.

Lourdes remains today a curious 
little city. Side by side with the holy 
grotto where Bernadette Soubirous 
first saw the (supposed) Blessed Vir­
gin Mary in 1858, the rankest kind of 

commercial exploitation profits from 
the tourist trade. The Lourdes shrine is 
actually a complex consisting of an 
underground basilica, the original 
grotto and several baths where visitors 
can be immersed in spring water. The 
spring, which flows forth where the 
Lourdes apparition bade Bernadette 
dig, is fed from underground water­
courses.

Modem technology has come to 
Lourdes. Beginning in 1955, the 
whole Lourdes complex has under­
gone modernization. More baths have 
been built near the pavilion used to 
treat the sick and an elaborate circula­
tion system to bring water to the baths 
has been constructed. The visitor bath­
ing in the Lourdes water today is tak­
ing advantage of an extensive system 
of pipes, huge reservoirs, electric 
pumps and pressure chambers.

Despite the updated plumbing, 
each year a few old-fashioned cures 
come to the notice of the Lourdes 
Medical Bureau. The current presi­
dent of the bureau is Dr. Theodore
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Mangiapan who took over the position 
in 1972 from Dr. Alphonse Olivieri 
who had held it since 1959. Dr. 
Mangiapan, younger than most of his 
predecessors, studied at the Medical 
Faculty of Marseilles from which he 
graduated in 1952. His specialty is 
hematology and his duties with the 
bureau entail consultation with 26 
other physicians who together com­
prise the International Medical Com­
mittee of Lourdes.

Any healings brought to the 
attention of the bureau still receive 
long and detailed examinations and 
few ever receive the sanction of either 
the bureau or the Church. For a 
healing to be proclaimed miraculous, 
the bureau still uses the criteria set 
down by Prospero Lambertini (later 
Pope Benedict XIV) in his De 
canonization, written in the early 18th 
Century.

The bureau determines whether the 
alleged cure reversed a serious condi­
tion. The cure must be instantaneous 
and it must be perfect and complete. 
The healing must remain permanent. 
For this reason each potential cure is 
followed for several years before its 
file is closed. So few healings can 
meet these criteria, in fact, that only 
nine were proclaimed between 1955 
and 1965.

The types of cures reported from 
Lourdes have also changed in recent 
times. Before the modem use of anti­
biotics and new discoveries in immu­
nology, the cures focused on patients 
suffering from tuberculosis, polio­

myelitis and similar life-threatening or 
chronic diseases. Today’s pilgrims 
tend to be people injured in traffic 
accidents, leukemia patients and peti­
tioners with heart disease. Since 1971 
three pilgrimages have been arranged 
for the mentally handicapped, even 
though the Church does not evaluate 
such cases.

Because today’s medical standards 
and technology are so sophisticated, it 
is hardly surprising that few healings 
receive the endorsement of the Inter­
national Medical Committee. Never­
theless five miraculous cures have 
been proclaimed since 1965 and more 
may soon be forthcoming.

Who were these lucky patients and 
why were their healings so remark­
able?

The cure of Elisa Aloi
Elisa was bom in Sicily in 1931. By 

the time she was 17, she was suffering 
from tuberculosis. The infection first 
struck her right knee and then spread 
through her joints and spine. Fifty 
operations were eventually under­
taken to drain her abscesses; treatment 
with penicillin and streptomycin 
failed to keep the disease in check. 
Plaster-of-paris casts had to be applied 
to support her pelvis and feet

In 1957 she made a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. By this time she was fatigued 
and apparently wasting away from the 
disease. Her first visit to the shrine did 
little to alleviate her suffering and she 
grew steadily worse.

Despite this disappointment the 



NEW MIRACLES AT LOURDES 55

young woman refused to abandon 
hope and returned to Lourdes later that 
year. She still suffered from underly­
ing abscesses, and large tuberculor 
lesions also disfigured her body. As 
she was visiting the baths by the grotto 
this second time, Elisa asked that the 
spring water be applied directly to the 
lesions.

This time her condition changed 
radically. Within three days her fistu­
las ceased discharging pus. She re­
turned to Messina, Sicily, where her 
casts were removed. The physician 
handling her case found that the le­
sions were healing. Professor di Ce­
sare, who had examined the patient 
before her pilgrimage, said in a written 
statement that “she was completely 
cured and so well that one could hardly 
believe it was the same person who 
had left Lourdes in such a desperate 
state.” Remember that when this 
statement was made, the patient had 
been suffering from tuberculosis for 
10 years.

Elisa Aloi returned to Lourdes in 
1959 and 1960 to be examined by the 
Medical Bureau which unanimously 
declared her cure extraordinary. Even 
the healing of her lesions seemed 
inexplicable since the skin over her 
knee had not grown into the 
underlying tissue. The new skin 
glided over the former deterioration 
like fine silk. A favorable report on 
her case was presented to the 
International Medical Committee of 
Lourdes and her healing was declared 
miraculous by the Church in 1965.

The cure of Juliette Tamburini
Bom in the colorful city of Mar­

seilles in 1930, little Juliette first be­
came ill when she was 12. The most 
serious phase of her illness struck in 
1948 when a fistula appeared in her 
left thigh. The cause seemed to be 
chronic staphylococcal osteitis, a se­
vere bacterial infection of the bone. 
This initial diagnosis was confirmed 
by X rays and by a bacteriological 
examination of the pus draining from 
the lesion. The stricken girl was 
treated regularly in a Marseilles hospi­
tal from 1948 to 1959. A number of 
operations were performed to drain the 
sore but nothing seemed to help. Juli­
ette also suffered from such severe 
chronic nosebleeds that her physicians 
cauterized her septum, but without any 
positive result.

The patient made the pilgrimage to 
Lourdes (accompanied by her physi­
cian) in July 1959. She was weak and 
depressed and her fistula continued to 
discharge continually. She attended 
the Blessing of the Sick when she first 
arrived but was hesitant to be im­
mersed in the baths. Instead her fistula 
was treated with some of the water 
taken from the taps near the original 
grotto.

Strangely, this treatment stopped 
the discharge immediately and the fis­
tula seemed to heal instantaneously. 
The lesion closed so dramatically that 
the gauze plug sealing it was force­
fully ejected. Juliette was eventually 
immersed in the water twice over the 
upcoming days.
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The fistula that had made her life 
miserable for 10 years never 
reappeared and hernosebleeds ceased. 
Even the wasting in her legs began to 
reverse, so Juliette returned to Lourdes 
in 1960 and was examined by the 
Medical Bureau. She was checked 
again in 1969 and 1973 and X rays 
taken during her second trip showed 
no evidence of the disease.

The International Medical Com­
mittee looked into the healing and is­
sued the following statement:

On her arrival in Lourdes in July 1959, 
Juliette Tamburini suffered from a fistula 
in the left thigh; the fistula was due to 
chronic osteitis of femur, a disease span­
ning 11 years and resistant to all therapy.

The disease, up to then without any real 
and lasting tendency to amelioration, was 
suddenly modified on 17.5.59.

This cure, instantaneous, without con­
valescence, must be placed amongst the 
medically inexplicable, extraordinary 
cures.

The bishop of Marseilles declared 
her cure miraculous on May 11,1965.

The cure surprised Juliette. During 
a later television interview she said, “I 
never asked for a cure. I only went to 
Lourdes to obtain enough faith to sus­
tain me in my illness.”

The cure of Vittorio Micheli
Vittorio Micheli was a soldier in the 

Italian military when he first fell ill. 
Originally from the town of Trento in 
northern Italy, the youth joined the 
Alpine Corps when he was 22.

Shortly after his enlistment, sciatic 
pain struck his side and resulted in the 
swelling ofhis left buttock. In 1962 he 
was taken to the Verona Military Hos­
pital where X rays and a tissue biopsy 
revealed a pelvic sarcoma. The 
growth had spread throughout the pel­
vis, invading the left half of his pelvic 
bone and destroying the acetabular 
cap (into which the thigh bone fits). 
The head of the femur had been 
pushed upward into the tumor, leaving 
his left leg limp and useless. No treat­
ment for the condition was possible, 
so his physicians merely encased his 
left leg and pelvis in a plaster cast.

The patient made his pilgrimage to 
Lourdes in May 1963 and bathed there 
several times. On June 1 Vittorio felt 
suddenly better, although the Lourdes 
physicians doubted that his condition 
was curable even by a miracle. Yet it 
soon became obvious that his walking 
had improved and when X rays were 
taken ofhis pelvis the following April, 
his physicians couldn’t believe what 
they saw. The X rays revealed that the 
previously stricken bones had regen­
erated. They looked perfectly normal, 
although the acetabular cup (in the 
hipbone) was four centimeters too 
high.

The plaster cast was removed, the 
skeptical physicians discharged him 
from further service despite the cure, 
and the youth went back to work His 
cure was subsequently examined by 
Prof. M. M. Salmon, a consultant 
orthopedic surgeon to the bureau. He 
sent a report to the International Medi­
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cal Committee of Lourdes. The com­
mittee, after deliberating for two 
years, declared the cure inexplicable.

Professor Salmon was so im­
pressed by the cure that in 1971 he 
presented the case to an international 
medical conference meeting in Mar­
seilles. The conference was devoted 
to bone sarcomata. Salmon delivered 
his report on the unusual case without 
mentioning the Lourdes connection, 
presenting it merely as a spontaneous 
healing of sarcoma of the pelvis. Sev­
eral physicians examined the medical 
records and remained puzzled by the 
inexplicable cure.

Only after the report was presented 
did the physicians learn the story be­
hind the healing. The case was later 
summarized in the Orthopedic Surgi­
cal Review (Vol. 57, No. 4, June 1971, 
page 323).

The cure of Serge Perrin
Early one morning in February 

1964, 34-year-old Serge Perrin of 
Angers, France, woke up with a severe 
headache and some speech impair­
ment. Even worse, he found himself 
partially paralyzed on his right side. 
Luckily, the accountantrecovered and 
lived a healthy life until 1968, when 
the paralysis suddenly returned. This 
time the condition (caused by a stroke) 
remained and grew worse because it 
was complicated by a bilateral insuffi­
ciency of the neck’s carotid arteries. 
This condition significantly impaired 
Perrin’s vision and his condition be­
came unbeatable.

Perrin paid his first visit to Lourdes 
in May 1969, six months after his 
physicians decided not to try surgery. 
By this time he was unable to look 
after himself. The pilgrimage did little 
good but his family suggested he re­
turn in a year.

On May 1,1970, during a second 
visit, he decided to receive the Anoint­
ing of the Sick, so he was taken to the 
St. Pius X Basilica in his wheelchair. 
In the course of the ceremony Perrin 
felt a strange warmth in his toes. The 
warmth spread into his legs. Within 
hours his vision had returned and he 
was no longer paralyzed. The patient 
walked from his wheelchair and dis­
carded his glasses.

The investigation that later 
documented the cure set new 
standards for the International 
Medical Committee of Lourdes. The 
bureau examined the patient 
repeatedly in 1970,1971 and 1972. A 
total of 174 physicians took part in 
these proceedings. Two years later a 
Diocesan Medical Commission of 
four doctors was appointed by the 
Bishop of Angers to examine the case. 
Subsequendy the doctors verified the 
“unusual and scientifically 
inexplicable character of the cure.” 
When this report was supplied to the 
International Medical Committee, the 
panel consulted further with both a 
specialist in nervous diseases and an 
opthamologist. When they had all 
these critical evaluations in hand, 15 
doctors offered the following 
statement on October 17,1976:
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Serge Perrin presented a case of recur­
ring organic hemiplegia, with ocular le­
sions, due to cerebral circulatory defects, 
without its being possible to define accu­
rately the nature and the site of the vascular 
lesions. The cure of this condition, without 
any effective treatment, by its instantane­
ous character, absence of convalescence, 
definitely proved and stable for six years, 
may be considered as acquired in a com­
pletely unusual way, from a medical point 
of view.

After more deliberations from a 
formal canonical commission, the 
Bishop of Angers proclaimed the cure 
miraculous on July 17,1978.

The cure of Delizia Cirolli
Like two of her fellow pilgrims, 

Delizia Cirolli was bom and raised in 
Italy. She was the oldest of four chil­
dren. In 1976, when she was 11 years 
old, she was diagnosed as having a 
malignant tumor in her right knee. The 
diagnosis was confirmed by both X 
rays and bone biopsy.

Although amputation or radiation 
could have helped her, Delizia’s par­
ents decided against both these op­
tions. Her schoolteacher raised funds 
to send the girl to Lourdes.

Delizia stayed in a Lourdes hotel 
but frequently visited the shrine, the 
baths and the grotto. But when the 
pilgrimage concluded, no signs of a 
miracle were evident. Delizia returned 
south to Italy, where her health de­
clined over the next six months. She 
was eventually confined to bed and her 
parents resigned themselves to her 

inevitable death. Still, they continued 
to treat her with Lourdes water every 
day.

Then suddenly one day in Decem­
ber 1976 the little girl asked for her 
clothes and said she wanted to play 
outdoors. As her parents watched in 
shock, she jumped from bed and ran 50 
yards down the street. Despite her 
long stay in bed there was little weak­
ness in her previously diseased knee 
which seemed inexplicably cured.

Because Delizia returned to 
Lourdes on several occasions, the 
Medical Bureau frequently examined 
her and closely followed her cure. The 
International Medical Committee of 
Lourdes began its investigation in 
1980. It found one problem with the 
case and that concerned the original 
diagnosis. Two different medical 
conditions could have caused 
Delizia’s problem, //the child really 
suffered from a sympathoblastoma (a 
nerve tissue tumor) and not from 
Ewing’s sarcoma — her official 
diagnosis — the cure would not be 
entirely convincing. Sympatho­
blastomas can go suddenly into 
remission, although that has never 
been known to happen in a 12-year-old 
child.

At the present time inquiries into 
the cure of Delizia Cirolli have not 
been completed. Despite the problems 
with the case, however, the Interna­
tional Medical Committee has stated 
that the child’s healing is “completely 
exceptional... in the strictest sense of 
the term, contrary to all known infor­
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mation and expectation in medical ex­
perience, and hence inexplicable.” 
But the Roman Catholic Church has 
yet to pass its official judgment on the 
case.

* * *

WHEN DR. Donald West exam­
ined the Lourdes cures in the 
1950’s, he wrote that the patients’ 

original physicians sometimes offered 
less than reliable medical evaluations. 
Sometimes they failed to back up their 
diagnoses with sophisticated medical 
tests and they did not look for other 
possible (and less severe) causes for 
their patients’ conditions.

But it seems to me that these recent 
cures counter these problems. Rigid 
diagnostic tests and biopsies usually 
confirmed the severity of each 
patient’s problems — problems that, 
in most cases, had never responded to 
conventional medical treatment.

Looking back further to those heal­
ings reported between 1955 and 1963, 
we note that two cases of multiple 
sclerosis and a case of Hodgkin’s dis­
ease were cured. These diseases are 
incurable and permanent remission 
from them has never been reported.

Why healings take place at the 
shrine is, of course, Lourdes’ greatest 
mystery. Nothing peculiar has ever 
been found in the water and the 
Lourdes shrine is not especially 
different from many other European 
healing centers which don’t report 
such frequent cures. The Lourdes 
healings remain both a religious and a 
scientific enigma.

Do the holy saints of the Church, or 
the Blessed Virgin herself, really 
answer prayers in this thriving French 
city? Or are the famous cures at 
Lourdes the result of faith’s special 
psychic power?

NO BEADS FOR 
IT’S AN ARTICLE of faith 

among Americans that the Dutch 
bought Manhattan from the In­
dians for $24 worth of beads. But 
the celebrated sale may never have 
taken place, according to Peter 
Francis, Jr., director of the Center 
for Bead Research.

“There is no documentary evi­
dence that even suggests that Euro­
pean trading beads were used to 
buy Manhattan Island,” Francis, a 
historian and archaeologist, told

MANHATTAN?
the Albany Times-Union.

As the story goes, Peter Minuit, 
the Dutch director-general of New 
Netherlands, gave a chest contain­
ing $24 in sparkling beads to the 
Manhattan Indians in 1626 in ex­
change for the 22,000 acres that 
comprise the island.

Francis, who has spent years 
researching the tale, says the story 
first appeared in 1846 in a book 
entitled History of New Nether­
lands by O. B. O'Callaghan.



By Chas S. Clifton

MUTILATION MADNESS
Were sinister forces killing and cutting 
their way across the Western plains?

AS. I turned my pickup truck 
into the semicircular driveway 
of my father’s house, I let the head­

lights sweep the bushes, hoping to 
spot anyone who might be hiding 
there. 1 parked it and slid out, 
carrying my notebook with the re­
sults of last night’s Ouija board 
session and a loaded .38-caliber 
revolver.

Letting myself in the front door, I 
realized something in the house had 
changed. My forefinger sought the 
trigger and I thumbed the hammer 
back. Sometimes 1 trusted psychics 
— and 1 trusted myself to fire a 
revolver more accurately single­
action.

I was 24 years old, house-sitting 
while my parents took a long trip to 
Mexico. My only housemate was a 
cat. When I had glanced down the 
hallway upon entering the house, 1 
saw the bathroom door was ajar. I 
had left it fully open.

Walking softly on the thick wool 
pile, I moved down the hallway with 
my back to the wall and the pistol 
pointed toward the ceiling. I was 

scared. I kicked the bathroom door 
open with my toe, leaving the .38 on 
the lavatory ... bathtub ... clothes 
hamper. The room was empty, as 
was the rest of the house.

Perhaps the cat had bumped the 
door closed in his wanderings. In 
the summer of 1975, however, deep­
ly involved in a season-long session 
of occult adventure which involved 
detectives, newspaper reporters, a 
lodge of would-be ceremonial magi­
cians, various psychics and a myste­
rious set of adversaries, I was ready 
to believe “they” might be waiting in 
my house — or in my mind — to 
thwart me from the hunt.

I worked in an advertising agency 
and studied astrology on the side. 
My friend Felicia (pseudonym) was 
a newly-hired reporter for one of 
the two daily newspapers in Colo­
rado Springs, Colo. Being new, she 
was on the lookout for some inci­
dent or trend to cover and make her 
own. She had an instinct for the 
bizarre — and when the cattle muti­
lation reports came in, she moved.

Colorado Springs is surrounded 
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by cattle country but it’s not a 
cowtown. Military installations are 
its mainstay. The high plains start at 
the edge of town but they form a 
different world. The idea that some­
one might be killing cattle for some 
other reason than old-fashioned 
rustling (which still goes on) was 
odd but peripheral to the city’s 
newspapers, three television stations 
and sundry radio stations. It hap­
pened “out there” someplace and 
was not a story the top reporters 
begged for. Felicia was free to take 
her own path, come up with her 
own theories, find her own sources. 
I was one of them.

THE 1970’S saw the nation fas­
cinated with “cults.” According 

to a notion popular at the time, 
normal American kids were “snap­
ping” into blank-eyed zombies who 
did the will of Guru X or Reverend 
Y. When the reports of alleged 
mutilations came in from rural sher­
iffs and ranchers, many people 
pegged them as the work of “some 
kind of cult.” “Was it the grisly 
work of satanists?” asked a reporter 
for the Colorado Springs Sun in an 
article about a dead calf found east 
of town, noting that the skin of a 
dead cat had been discovered near­
by.

The Rev. Lorin Pauli, an Episco­
pal priest, got a few paragraphs 
when he suggested that mutilations 
represented a resurrection of Mith­
ras worship which like a number of

Strange Harvest, a 1980 documentary prepared by producer Linda Howe for 
KMGH-TV in Denver, helped spread the idea that cattle were being killed 
and mutilated by extraterrestrials (KMGH-TV Promotion Department).
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Private detective “Max McLeod" put pins in a highway map of eastern 
Colorado to indicate areas where extraterrestrials, satanists or government 
agents were allegedly carving up dead cattle in 1975.

wЖ
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ancient religions sometimes in­
volved the sacrifice of a bull. It 
wasn’t satantist, Pauli said, but 
modern-day Mithraicists. The wor­
ship of Mithras was widespread in 
the Roman legions, he pointed out.

This fit in with another popular 
theory, that the mutilators were in 
the army, either conducting secret 
germ warfare experiments or killing 
for kicks. Mysterious helicopters 
were sometimes reported in the area 
of mutilations. As Daniel Kagan, 
coauthor of Mute Evidence (1984)*, 
the best book written on the era, 
later observed, the helicopter was 
the preeminent symbol of the Viet

•Reviewed in October 1984 FATE. 

nam war. Fort Carson, home of the 
Fourth Infantry Division (Mecha­
nized), is located on the southern 
edge of Colorado Springs and in­
cludes units that fly helicopters.

Mysterious helicopters became 
linked to some mutilation reports. 
Tom Adams, a “mutologist” who 
ran a mutilation-report clipping 
service from his Paris, Tex., home, 
collected a number of mystery­
helicopter incidents into a report he 
issued in 1979. His first Colorado 
incident dated from 1973. In July 
1975, he reported, three girls living 
on the prairie east of Colorado 
Springs claimed they had been 
chased by a helicopter. Other resi­
dents said a copter hovered over a 
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ranch house, shining a bright light 
downward.

Of course there were two other 
possible explanations of such occur­
rences: drug traffickers and oil 
companies. The mid-1970’s oil 
boom was hitting eastern Colorado; 
a lot of geological surveying and 
other secretive and competitive 
activity connected to oil and gas 
leasing was taking place.

By July 1975 reporters and law- 
enforcement types both accepted 
the theory that there was a wave of 
mutilations occurring, that they 
were connected somehow and that 
every animal found dead was part 
of the phenomenon. On July 16 the 
Colorado Springs Sun headlined 
the mysterious deaths of two domes­
tic geese one night as “Geese Muti­
lations Plague Springs.” (Three 
other geese from the same coop 
were simply stolen.)

Like everyone else Felicia was 
looking for a pattern. Perhaps these 
shadowy cultists had their own 
timetables; perhaps they worked by 
the stars. We knew each other from 
a community-college writing class 
and the late-night sessions after­
wards at the nearest all-night res­
taurant. She was aware I had been 
taking astrology classes the previous 
year and thought maybe the plan­
etary positions given in the ephem­
eris could be matched with the 
reported incidents — or give a hint 
when the suspected mutilators 
would strike again.

Early in July she suggested that 1 
become her collaborator on a series 
of articles researching possible links 
between occultists and the cattle 
killings. “Okay,” I said, agreeing to 
meet her for coffee in the student 
center coffeeshop at Colorado Col­
lege, “as long as the whole thing 
doesn’t get too heavy.”

Not a chance.

LOOKING to break the monot­
ony of one alleged “mute” after 
another, some editors got creative. 

Dane Edwards, editor of the Brush 
Banner, a small newspaper in north­
eastern Colorado, printed a magical 
diagram allegedly supplied by a 
coven of Denver witches. The de­
sign, distributed in 6500 copies of 
the Banner, was supposed to scare 
off the cultists — if there were any.

The number of wild assumptions 
being made multiplied. As Dr. 
James Stewart of the University of 
South Dakota wrote in a study of 
the 1974 “mutilation wave,” “The 
inability of the social-control agen­
cies [sociologist talk for police] to 
eliminate the uncertainties sur­
rounding the episode resulted in a 
failure to decrease the anxiety levels 
of the believers.” Every dead animal 
was now automatically a “mutila­
tion” to the headline writers. A 
headline in the Colorado Springs 
Gazette Telegraph soberly reported, 
“UFO Pilots Not Cause of Cattle 
Mutilations.”

This reassuring news came not 
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from the Flying Saucer Pilots 
Association but from the Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organiza­
tion. Significantly, the January 
1975 issue of the APRO Bulletin 
traced the whole wave of so-called 
mutilations back to Snippy, a horse 
found dead near Alamosa, Colo., in 
1967 with the flesh missing from his 
neck. The Snippy case became a 90- 
day wonder at the time because its 
owners Beryl and Nellie Lewis be­
lieved UFOs were responsible for 
the death. Mrs. Lewis, a stringer for 
the Pueblo Chieftain, reported her 
conclusions to that newspaper and 
from there the wire services picked 
up the tale. A veterinarian’s diag­
nosis of bacterial infection and 
scavengers chewing the corpse near­
ly got lost in the clamor over UFOs 
and radiation.

The Snippy case is significant 
because it establishes an early con­
nection between animal mutilations 
and people seeking links between 
those mutilations and UFOs. This 
network of people, including tele­
vision producer Linda Howe of 
KMGH-TV in Denver, mutologist 
Adams and others, were always at 
the center of the mutilation mythos 
between 1975 and 1980, circulating 
reports of alleged mutilations and 
keeping the pot boiling.

* * *

THE FIRST DAY set the pat­
tern. I showed up with a deck of 
Tarot cards, an ephemeris and a 

detailed highway map. The sunny 

morning changed into a thunder­
storm. The Tarot card divination 
looked promising and my car was 
full of gas. We drove off into adja­
cent Elbert County, a hotbed of 
mutilation reports. At crossroads I 
used a dowsing pendulum, seeking 
an interior guide to... some place, 1 
suppose, where we could find some­
thing significant, perhaps the place 
where “the helicopter” was being 
stored. We felt we might be quite 
near.

We didn’t find anything and at 
five o’clock in the afternoon Felicia 
returned to her newspaper office. 
But our “investigation” had only 
begun.

Looking for a way into the hypo­
thetical mutilator cult, I spent a lot 
of time in the suburb of Manitou 
Springs, in the foothills just west of 
Colorado Springs. It was partly 
faded-away resort town, part tacky 
tourist trap, part artists’colony and 
part drug bazaar. Happy for the 
most part in my first white-collar 
“creative” job, 1 nevertheless had a 
number of friends there who lived 
day-to-day lives. My assignment 
from Felicia was to hang out in the 
cafes and taverns and find us some­
one to help with the occult side of 
our research. An astrologer acquain­
tance put me on to a man I’ll call 
Mike, a student of the ceremonial 
magic of the Order of the Golden 
Dawn and Aleister Crowley. Just 
what 1 needed.

He turned out to be part of a 
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“lodge," located just two blocks 
from the newspaper office where 
Felicia worked. Over a few beers 1 
established my credentials as a fel­
low student of the mysteries and he 
introduced me to the other members 
of the “Abbey of Thelema,” a name 
lifted from Crowley who in turn 
took it from Rabelais. They had 
grand titles — Imperator, Praemon- 
strator and so on — no steady jobs 
and an old brick house smelling of 
uncleaned refrigerator and catbox, 
with one bedroom converted into a 
Golden Dawn-style temple. And they 
were highly flattered by Felicia’s 
interest when they met her.

They, a group of magicians in 
their 20’s, would succeed with high 
magic’s aid where all others failed, 
astrally corraling the mutilators 
and, incidentally, collecting the 
handsome reward posted by the 
Colorado Cattlemen’s Association. 
Fueled by a little beer and mari­
juana, this fantasy could keep the 
magicians occupied for two or three 
hours. (No one ever collected the 
reward, which rose to $40,000, con­
tributed by various groups.)

Once introduced, the Crowleyites 
kept Felicia up until 4:00 A.M. 
giving her the entire history of 
Western occultism in one long les­
son. A lengthy “Tree of Life” Tarot 
reading done with Crowley’s deck 
sealed their involvement. It was 
now the first week of August, al­
though it would not be until October 
that Felicia’s first article would ap­

pear, headlined “Tarot and Magic 
New War Weapons.” In it the high 
priestess of the “abbey” accused the 
mutilators of giving occultists a bad 
name.

“It’s obvious the police have not 
been able to capture them by their 
means because they don’t under­
stand the powers of the occult 
world,” she said.

We all started spending time on 
the roads in the areas where mutila­
tions were said to have occurred, 
checking out the vibrations. Taking 
our cues from the movies, at differ­
ent times we hung out in rural 
taverns, picking up bits of informa­
tion that in the long run never 
amounted to much but kept us up 
late at night on surveillance mis­
sions.

All our skulking about was coun­
terbalanced by an orgy of divina­
tion. Either at the “abbey” or on my 
father’s hedge-hidden patio, the 
candles and incense would be lit, the 
ritual space declared and the I 
Ching, Tarot cards and Ouija board 
employed far into the night. At the 
end of this we might drive off to 
investigate an address given by the 
Ouija board — only to find it did 
not exist. A week later the board 
directed us to a rural highway south 
of the little town of Elbert. The only 
people on the roads, I think, were 
other groups of vigilantes patrolling 
in the dark. A friend living near 
Elbert had already told me how two 
armed groups had collided near his 



66 FATE

farm; they exchanged challenges 
but fortunately no one pulled a 
trigger before they learned that they 
were all neighbors.

A reporter at one of the television 
stations releaked to Felicia a list of 
mutilator suspects leaked to him by 
someone in the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Department. These were, I 
suspect, just a group of petty crim­
inals, dopers and low-lifes who 
someone thought might be involved 
in “something like that.” We had a 
great time finding excuses to visit 
their homes, checking license plates 
on cars parked there and then find­
ing out from the county clerk to 
whom those cars belonged, trying 
to learn something about their 
owners, and on and on. We may 
have stumbled across a rural resi­
dence where stolen cars were trans­
ferred or stored, but Felicia vetoed 
tipping off any authority lest we 
incriminate ourselves.

* ♦ *

THE HUNT for the mystery 
helicopter took a different tack 
when a well-known traveling psy­

chic I’ll call Mrs. B. came to town to 
lecture. She was interviewed and 
asked for predictions. She obliged. 
Labor leader Jimmy Hoffa was still 
alive, she said in the article printed 
in the August 5 issue of the Gazette 
Telegraph. George Wallace might 
be elected President. After 1976 the 
Presidency would become a com­
mittee like the Supreme Court. 
Ronald Reagan would be a vice- 

presidential nominee. Covered 
chairs like ski lifts would connect 
Colorado Springs with Denver, 70 
miles away up Interstate 25. Per­
haps her predictions came true in 
some alternate reality.

Privately Mrs. B. leaped into the 
hunt for the mysterious mutilators. 
I still have a typed page of notes 
from a conversation with her on 
August 16 dealing with her impres­
sions of houses and people some­
how connected with the alleged 
mutilations. These houses were not 
on the plains but up in the moun­
tains near the towns of Woodland 
Park and Cripple Creek. Naturally 
I gassed up the car, picked up 
Felicia and Mrs. B. and took off on 
another psychically-navigated drive.

The combination of Felicia and 
Mrs. B. was a psychically-potent 
one. All of our mental states seemed 
altered. Mrs. B. claimed to feel 
“psychic nausea” as we headed for 
Cripple Creek. Felicia later said she 
was out of her body for short peri­
ods of time.

Once we were in Cripple Creek, 1 
had to try hard to remember how to 
find a particular graveled county 
road which leads out of town. As I 
wrote in my journal the next day, “1 
had only a general idea where in 
town it started and had to wander 
around, driving a sort of search 
pattern, to pick it up. While doing 
so, 1 was kind of passively opening 
up my mind, ostensibly to memories 
of which street to take. As clearly as 
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1 can now tell, that was the wrong 
thing to do.”

I felt I was driving like a robot, 
unable to concentrate, my mind a 
jumble of various thoughts and 
memories. As we drove, Felicia an­
nounced she could perceive not only 
Mrs. B.’s aura but those of the three 
“abbey” magicians who were back 
in Colorado Springs. And then she 
looked at mine and was horrified 
because, she said, it looked grayish 
and weak and there were two vul­
turelike birds hovering behind me.

Felicia announced that all that 
previous week she had felt 1 was 
being “used” by something or 
someone else. 1 was psychically the 
vulnerable one in our group, she 
claimed, and perhaps was already 
under their influence.

This hit hard. 1 was already won­
dering what was going on in my life. 
1 had had several near-accidents in 
recent weeks, culminating in my 
getting sideswiped by a hit-and-run 
driver earlier in the month. I had 
gotten his license number and re­
ported him, while the insurance 
company covered the collision 
damage. Still, 1 was ready to believe 
“they” might be trying to derail me 
literally or figuratively.

Back in Colorado Springs Mrs. 
B. treated us to a snack in the 
restaurant of her hotel. Both Felicia 
and 1 were getting mentally over­
amped, she suggested. Nonetheless, 
she added, / was in actual physical 
danger. Felicia and 1 said good-bye 

and drove to the abbey together. I 
felt shattered, betrayed.

At the abbey the magicians pre­
pared a Qaballistic talisman of pro­
tection for me, consecrating it with 
a short ritual. Still, I felt fragile; to 
my officemates it looked like de­
pression, but of course I couldn’t 
tell them what was going on. I can 
only compare the feeling to that of 
first being on your feet after a long 
illness. 1 holed up at home for 
several days, only going out to work 
and otherwise just keeping up my 
vegetable garden and reading.

My paranoia was approaching 
clinical proportions. Felicia and 1 
were going out armed. It was at this 
time that the incident described 
earlier, my looking for an intruder 
in my father’s house where I was 
staying alone, occurred. Felicia had 
linked up with Max McLeod (pseud­
onym), a melodramatic private in­
vestigator who was also hot to col­
lect the cattlemen’s reward or — 
failing that — to get enough pub­
licity to bring in more clients with 
more mundane detecting needs. By 
autumn McLeod would end up play­
ing host to Dane Edwards, the 
publicity-seeking editor of the 
Brush Banner, who would tell 
McLeod his mutilator conspiracy 
theories before disappearing again.

McLeod repeatedly told journal­
ists covering the alleged mutilations 
that “they” were shadowing the in­
vestigators, which just fed Felicia’s 
fears and mine the more. Every 
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click on a telephone line was evi­
dence of worldly surveillance. Every 
nightmare was evidence of magical 
warfare. 1 recall dreaming of being 
parked in the car I drove on most of 
our “missions” when a force like a 
giant fist suddenly smashed down 
the roof. 1 woke up shaken.

September arrived with a drizzle. 
The divinations continued but inner 
energy was starting to ebb. The 
would-be magicians were passive, 
stirred to action only when Felicia’s 
energy ignited them. I, meanwhile, 
had long since admitted to myself 
that 1 was motivated by a crush on 
Felicia, not by a desire to write the 
definitive cattle-mutilation book. 
As it happened, Daniel Kagan and 
lan Summers wrote it. The novel 1 
was writing about the mutilations 
was never finished.

* * *

BY THE TIME fall turned into 
winter, 1 had named the sum­
mer of 1975 my “Berlitz Total 

Immersion Course in Occult Hys­
teria” — after the language school, 
not the Bermuda Triangle fantasies.

The mutilation reports continued 
for several years. In 1979 Sen. 
Harrison Schmitt (R.-New Mex­
ico), the former astronaut, spon­
sored a conference in Albuquerque. 
Most of the attendees wanted to 
hear a good conspiracy theory. 
Those speakers who refused to pro­
vide one, like Ken Rommel, the 
retired FBI agent who made a well- 
funded investigation of the reports 

in New Mexico, were said by the 
believers to be covering up or to 
have been bought off or frightened 
off the truth by some higher author­
ity.

In 1982, however, a little trickle 
of reports resparked my interest. 1 
was working for the Colorado 
Springs Sun at the time and 1 hauled 
out all the files and decided to 
recontact many of the people quoted 
seven years earlier: officials of the 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation, 
local sheriffs, veterinary patholo­
gists, even the man who had a 
business hauling dead livestock to 
the rendering plant. In the process 1 
crossed trails with Dan Kagan who 
had just wrapped up the fieldwork 
and writing for Mute Evidence.

Unfortunately he and coauthor 
lan Summers were not to see their 
work in print until 1984. By that 
time much of the interest in mutila­
tions had died down.

Kagan and Summers’ theory es­
sentially was this: Americans had 
been exposed to a lot of changes in 
the status quo between 1967 and 
1977. President Kennedy’s assassi­
nation had been many citizens’ in­
troduction to conspiracy theories; 
now the Vietnam war, Watergate, 
the energy crisis, the rise in drug use 
and other manifestations of social 
change had people ready to believe 
that secret groups were out there 
performing nasty deeds. Hadn’t the 
OPEC embargo put the mighty 
United States at the mercy of a 
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group of secretive foreigners in 
burnooses? Likewise, according to 
Kagan, it was no coincidence that 
the helicopter, symbol of the Viet­
nam war (as in the opening scenes of 
the film Apocalypse Now), became 
linked with the mutilation reports.

Only in a handful of cases in Iowa 
and western Canada did investiga­
tors find evidence of real satanic 
groups involved with cattle mutila­
tions, Kagan said. A few more in 
Idaho and Colorado suggested cult 
involvement, but less emphatically. 
No arrests were made, to my knowl­
edge.

The rest was mass hysteria — a 
harsh judgment, especially when 
applied to police officers, reporters, 
ranchers, veterinarians and others 
who like to think of themselves as 
not easily fooled. But I don’t know 
what else to call it when people 
insist on a pet conspiracy theory in 
the face of contrary evidence.

Those who spoke out against the 
UFO hypothesis, the secret govern­
ment research hypothesis, the Sa­
tanic cult hypothesis and all the rest 
tended to be embittered by the re­
sponses they received. By 1982 some 
people, particularly in law enforce­
ment, had retreated into sullen 
silence.

An exception was Carl Whiteside, 
deputy director of the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation, who re­
minded me that 30,000 cattle die 
each year in Colorado of natural 
causes, mutilations or not. Poison­

ous plants, lightning strikes, bacte­
rial infections, predators all take 
their toll. “We concluded there was 
no group of individuals going 
around for the purpose of mutila­
tion,” he told me in 1982.

Colorado may have had some 
“copycat” mutilators, Whiteside 
said. “I could never figure out which 
came first, the chicken or the egg 
—whether the mutilations we could 
confirm came as a result of news­
paper publicity or vice versa. We 
even ran an undercover investiga­
tion into cults but nothing came of 
it.”

Dr. Rue Jensen, the Colorado 
State University veterinary pathol­
ogist who autopsied 35 allegedly 
mutilated bovine corpses, was re­
tired but 1 tracked him down in 
Wyoming.

“At one time we thought there 
was evidence of knife incisions,” 
Jensen said. “But later we made a 
more complete comparison with 
known kinds of incisions and con­
cluded that those were not. In our 
opinion, all damage was caused by 
predators.”

From the mutilation scare 1 
learned something about how both 
the news media and the police fall 
apart when a case does not fit their 
respective sets of pigeonholes. The 
late Curtis MacDougall pointed out 
in Superstition and the Press (1983) 
how newspapers (and broadcast 
media) commonly follow up on 
their major stories and features — 
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except when the topic falls within 
the class of anomalies. The media 
are easily fooled, although they hate 
to admit it. The common technique 
of relying on the testimony of 
“experts” and the requirement for 
“balanced treatment” usually is a 
good thing, but sometimes just saves 
the reporter from the need of mak­
ing any kind of judgment at all.

No news organization in Colo­
rado ever committed its best people 
to settling the mutilation mystery 
once and for all. It was left to free­
lancers like Kagan and Summers to 
do the best job to date. The reason, I 
think, is that to the metropolitan 
newspapers and broadcast stations 
the mutilation story had two strikes 
against it. It was “weird” and it was 
rural. It just didn’t fit in.

When, as happened with Linda 
Howe’s 1980 television feature 
Strange Harvest, one explanation 
— UFOs — was given as the answer, 
even balance was lacking. Howe 
told Kagan that she was committed 
to the idea that UFOs caused the 
mutilations, even though she had 

no hard evidence to prove it. That 
same year she put together a con­
ference of prominent ufologists, in­
cluding Dr. R. Leo Sprinkle and 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, to strengthen 
the link between UFO studies and 
mutilations. The conference was 
held, Kagan and Summers reported, 
on the ranch where Snippy the 
horse was found dead 13 years 
before.

The logical error repeatedly com­
mitted by Howe and other mutila­
tion-ufologists was basic: If the ex­
planation given was not the one 
they wanted to hear, then their 
explanation had to be right. A few 
cultists and a lot of coyotes and 
crows never interested them as much 
as hypothetical surgeon spacemen.

What else? I had a wonderful 
time.

Felicia, meanwhile, later quit the 
paper and entered graduate school 
in English. She continued to write, 
primarily fiction, her chief ambi­
tion. We remain friends, although 
we now live 200 miles apart and see 
one another rarely.

GREEN RAIN

THE SKY AND RAIN turned green in Moscow in May 1987 as spring 
arrived with unusual force. Soviet scientists said that 80 percent of the 
sediment from the rain was pollen. Because the late spring brought a large 

number of trees and bushes into bloom within a short period, the gusty 
wind then carried masses of green pollen into the air which explained the 
extraordinary phenomenon.



QUIRKS OF FATE
Harold Helfer I

As she was doing her death scene 
in the play The Drunkard and 
singing the song “Please Don’t Talk 
About Me When I’m Gone,” Edith 
Webster sank to the Baltimore 
theater stage and did not get up. She 
had really collapsed and died. Five 
years earlier, Webster had told 
friends that if she could pick the 
way to die it would be while singing 
onstage.

•
Take it from Luulle Thom of 

Owen Sound, Canada: crime doesn’t 
pay. She pleaded guilty to having 
cashed $87,970 in bad checks to 
play the lottery. How much did she 
win? $3600.

•
Margaret Kimball of Chagrin 

Falls, Ohio, received a letter from 
Sgt. Sumpter Grubb telling her how 
much he loved her. He had been her 
husband and had been killed in 
World War II. The letter reached 
her 42 years late.

•
Janet Bond, the mayor of Read­

ing, England, was presenting a $350 
check to officials of the Guide Dogs 
for the Blind Association when a 
guide dog grabbed the check and 
swallowed it.

In Llandeilo, Wales, Dr. Peter 
Noakes’ first patient was his father 
who had been brought to the hos­
pital emergency room after a fall 
from a ladder.

•
In Buckingham, England, a 250- 

pound man tried to hang himself 
from a bridge railing but the rope 
snapped. He succeeded in commit­
ting suicide anyway. He plunged 40 
feet into the river below and 
drowned.

•
Near Throckley, England, hun­

dreds of terrified motorists scram­
bled out of its path as a dump truck 
thundered down the wrong side of 
the road. Police who took after the 
truck saw the driver slumped over 
the wheel. The truck finally came to 
a stop when it crashed into a median 
strip buffer. The coroner confirmed 
what the officers had suspected. 
Daniel Cochrane, the truck driver, 
had had a heart attack and a dead 
man had been behind the wheel 
during the three-mile rampage 
down the highway. Bob Rushton, 
an ambulance driver who had fol­
lowed the police car to the scene, 
said, “It’s a miracle no one was 
killed. It could have been a major 
catastrophe.”
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OTHER LIVES THAN THIS
Parti
By D. Scott Rogo

PROVING the existence of rein­
carnation has never been easy. 
Few of parapsychology’s early re­

searchers were interested in the sub­
ject, despite its obvious relationship 
to survival after death. In 1956, how­
ever, reincarnation was brought 
forcefully to parapsychology’s atten­
tion when Morey Bernstein, a tal­
ented but nonprofessional Colorado 
hypnotist, wrote the enormously 
popular The Search for Bridey 
Murphy.

The book traced the past-life 
existence of his subject, Virginia 
Tighe, in County Cork, Ireland, 
through hypnotic regression. Be­
cause Mrs. Tighe (called Ruth Sim­
mons in the book) was a Pueblo, 
Colo., housewife with little back­
ground in Irish history, it was diffi­
cult to see how or where she could 
have learned so much about the 
country. The case caused a sensa­
tion in the popular press and soon 
the newspapers were eagerly seeking 
to corroborate or debunk it.

The Denver Post sent a reporter 
to Ireland to check Mrs. Tighe’s 

hypnotically-elicited information. 
The resulting article, published in 
the March 11, 1956, issue, substan­
tiated much of the obscure informa­
tion Mrs. Tighe had reported. Yet 
most parapsychologists remained 
skeptical. This became obvious 
when Tomorrow magazine, then 
published by the Parapsychology 
Foundation, asked for the opinions 
of 13 prominent researchers and 
published their remarks in a “Bridey 
Murphy” issue. With the notable 
and iconoclastic exception of Den­
ver-based psychiatrist Dr. Jule 
Eisenbud, the parapsychologists 
agreed that the book could hurt the 
field’s scientific respectability.

The scientific study of the rein­
carnation issue did not become a 
part of conventional parapsychol­
ogy until 1960, due primarily to the 
ground-breaking work of a single 
researcher. Ian Stevenson had be­
gun his career in orthodox psychi­
atry, receiving a medical degree in 
Canada in 1944. In 1957 he became 
head of the psychiatry department 
at the University of Virginia. He has 
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remained with the university to the 
present time.

Although some of his original 
writings dealt with psychiatric is­
sues, he soon began publishing in 
the field of parapsychology. He 
gained public prominence within 
the field in 1960 when he won first 
prize in an essay contest sponsored 
by the American Society for Psy­
chical Research. The contest was 
held in honor of William James, the 
celebrated Harvard philosopher 
and psychologist who helped pave 
the way for psychical research in 
this country.

Stevenson’s essay, entitled “The 
Evidence for Survival from Claimed 
Memories of Former Incarnations,” 

was a highly original contribution 
to the field. It was a carefully written 
and scholarly report on those cases 
in which young children, most of 
them living in countries where re­
birth beliefs are rife, recalled past 
existences. Stevenson had collected 
many from obscure reports or 
books. The children usually offered 
corroborative information regard­
ing their prior incarnations.

The usual pattern was for the 
child to speak of his past life in a 
nearby town, whereupon the child’s 
parents would visit the city to dis­
cover the validity of the memories. 
The child would usually stop speak­
ing of his past life as he grew older.

Stevenson’s paper, which was 

ALTHOUGH reincarnation has been a perennially popular 
New Age topic, scientific research into the subject is a 
relatively recent development within parapsychology. While 
a few researchers in England and France looked into the 
subject toward the end of the 19th Century, the parapsy­
chological investigation of rebirth cases did not begin in 
earnest until the 1960’s. Through the single-handed, pains­
taking research of Dr. Ian Stevenson, reincarnation studies 
were placed squarely on parapsychology’s map. From 1960 
onwards Stevenson, a University of Virginia psychiatrist, 
has published an impressive series of reports, books and 
papers on reincarnation. These scholarly contributions to 
the subject have appeared in psychiatry, parapsychology 
and sociology journals.

In this contribution to our series "Parapsychology Today,” 
D. Scott Rogo traces Stevenson’s research from its begin­
nings to his most recent and exciting findings. He also 
examines criticisms of Stevenson’s work and considers how 
much progress we have made toward solving the reincarna­
tion mystery.
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published in two parts in the Jour­
nal of the American Society for 
Psychical Research, showed that 
these rebirth cases, which most re­
searchers had ignored until now, 
could be studied scientifically. Re­
incarnation had finally become an 
accepted part of parapsychology.

♦ * *

IN 1966 Stevenson published
Twenty Cases Suggestive of Re­

incarnation, which was issued by 
the ASPR. In it he wrote of his 
investigations of both new and pre­
viously-unpublished incidents. The 
book represented an excellent piece 
of fieldwork and it has since become 
a classic.

Since then Stevenson has pro­
duced 60 or 65 detailed case studies 
drawn from Burma, India, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, Lebanon and 
Turkey. These studies have been 
reported in a series of books called 
Cases of the Reincarnation Type 
(followed by a volume number) 
published by the University of Vir­
ginia Press. They represent an im­
pressive body of research and a gold 
mine of information for the serious 
student of religion, philosophy and 
psychical research. But just what do 
these cases prove?

Before answering this important 
question, let's take a brief look at 
some of the cases, which fall into 
several categories.

Simple cases
What might be called “simple” 

cases are those relatively straight­
forward instances in which the child 
remembers a past life. The informa­
tion imparted by the child is usually 
clear-cut enough that his parents or 
other relatives can easily verify it. 
The strange but impressive case of 
Kumkum (Sindmuja) Verma was 
reported by Stevenson in 1975 in his 
Cases of the Reincarnation Type, 
Vol. I: Ten Cases in India and it 
may be his best case.

Kumkum was born in the town of 
Bahera (in northern India) and she 
began spontaneously talking about 
her past life when she was 3 ’Л years 
old. She said she had lived in the 
nearby city of Urdu Bazar and died 
after she was poisoned by her 
daughter-in-law. She told the names 
of her prior son and grandson 
(Gouri Shankar) and mentioned 
that her nickname was “Sunnary.”

Kumkum’s parents were initially 
reluctant to take these accounts 
seriously but other members of the 
family were fascinated. Swarna 
Probha Verma, the girl’s paternal 
uncle’s wife, kept a written record of 
the child’s claims. This important 
document included the pertinent 
facts that Kumkum’s purported 
past-life home was situated by a 
pond, that she had a pet cobra and 
that her father lived in Pajitpur.

These “memories” played an ever- 
growing role in Kumkum’s life. 
Sometimes she would even fall into 
strange trances during which she 
“became” Sunnary and spoke of her 
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past life in the present tense.
Although Kumkum begged to be 

taken to Urdu Bazar, her parents 
did not want to encourage her rein­
carnation memories. So the case 
remained uninvestigated until 1959 
when her father mentioned the mat­
ter to a friend, who decided to look 
into it. When he checked with an 
employee who lived in Urdu Bazar, 
the friend learned that a Gouri 
Shankar did live in the town. (This 
is the name, as already noted, of her 
past-life grandson.) A check with 
Shankar and his father verified most 
of the information.

The child’s memories focused on 
Shankar’s grandmother, Sunnary, 
who died under suspicious circum­
stances. Many of the remarks 
Kumkum had made were directly 
pertinent to Sunnary, including the 
fact that she and a particular daugh­
ter-in-law disliked each other.

Stevenson played little role in the 
initial investigation of the case but 
began studying it more seriously in 
1964. He thoroughly reinvestigated 
the original field work before re­
porting the story in his book.

Birthmark cases
Sometimes children experiencing 

reincarnation revivications seem to 
“inherit" more than simple memo­
ries of their former lives. They may 
display peculiar phobias or possess 
strange birthmarks. For example, a 
child who was stabbed to death in 
his past life may become frightened 

when shown a pointed object. Or 
the same child may possess a birth­
mark which looks strangely like a 
knife wound, complete with a ser­
rated pattern.

The case of a Lebanese child 
named Mounzer Haidar is not a 
particularly strong example of this 
sort but it is fairly representative. 
Stevenson investigated it in 1969, 
1970 and 1972. The boy was born in 
1960 in Choueifate, Lebanon, where 
his father Kamal Salim Haidar was 
a bus driver for a government min­
istry. The boy first spoke of his past 
life when he was between three and 
four years old, claiming that he was 
really a “Jamil Souki” who had 
been killed in 1958 during Leba­
non’s civil war. Mounzer claimed 
further that he previously lived in 
the city of Aley, located several 
miles from Choueifate.

His parents took little interest in 
these claims, despite the wealth of 
information he claimed about Jamil 
Souki. The situation changed only 
when a relative from Beirut came to 
visit. When she heard the story of 
the boy’s past life, she recalled that 
she knew someone named Jamil 
Souki who had been killed on July 
4, 1958, during the recent civil war.

News of the reincarnation case 
soon spread to Aley, and Souki’s 
surviving relatives paid two visits to 
Choueifate to talk with Mounzer. 
They became convinced that their 
relative had been reborn. The most 
graphic aspect of the case, however, 
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was a curious birthmark imprinted 
on Mounzer’s body. The child al­
ways insisted that Jamil Souki had 
died in a mountain battle, during 
which a bullet struck him in the 
stomach. This claim seemed related 
to a curious birthmark visible near 
Mounzer’s navel. Even his parents 
didn’t appreciate the significance of 
the mark, which Stevenson exam­
ined during a field trip to Lebanon. 
He notes in his report that “Moun- 
zer had indicated the place as the 
site where he had been shot in his 
previous life. Moreover, he had 
from time to time complained of 
pain in the abdomen.”

The truth of the matter was that 
during the summer of 1958 Jamil 
Souki had fought with Lebanon’s 
Druse sect which supported the 
country’s existing political regime. 
His troop had engaged a pack of 
rebels and he was killed when a 
bullet entered either his chest or his 
stomach. To check this story fur­
ther, Stevenson contacted Souki’s 
still-living mother and visited her in 
Aley. The elderly woman told him 
that her son’s wound was much like 
the one Mounzer described.

“1 then showed her the sketch 1 
had made of the pigmented area on 
Mounzer’s abdomen,” Stevenson 
writes in the first volume of Cases of 
the Reincarnation Type. “She said 
the wound on Jamil’s body was in 
the same location as that indicated 
for Mounzer’s birthmark on the 
sketch.”

Anomalous cases
Although many of Stevenson’s 

cases point directly to reincarna­
tion, a few of them suggest some­
thing more complicated.

The bizarre case of Jasbir Lal Jat, 
reported in Twenty Cases Sugges­
tive of Reincarnation, represents a 
related form of rebirth memory. 
Jasbir was born in Rasulpur, India, 
and seemingly “died” from small­
pox in the spring of 1954. Although 
everyone thought the child was 
dead, his body showed signs of life 
the next day and he eventually 
recovered completely, but it took 
several weeks before he could ex­
press himself fully. It soon became 
clear that a remarkable transforma­
tion had taken place. Jasbir now 
claimed that he was not really from 
Rasulpur but from the village of 
Vehedi where he was the son of a 
local man. Because he was a mem­
ber of a higher caste, he refused to 
eat the food his parents prepared 
for him. Eventually a neighbor had 
to be persuaded to fix his meals.

In time the boy grew more toler­
ant of his father’s lower caste but he 
never ceased to insist he had lived 
another life in Vehedi. He further 
stated that he was killed in a fall 
from a chariot as he was taking part 
in a wedding procession. Since he 
had just eaten some sweets, Jasbir 
was convinced that he had been 
poisoned. He blamed a certain 
Vehedi resident.

Persons making inquiries in 
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Vehedi learned that Jasbir’s story 
seemed to relate to a Sobha Ram 
who died in a mishap identical to 
that Jasbir had described, although 
his relatives had never suspected 
foul play was involved. But because 
of the curious coincidences between 
Jasbir’s story and Sobha Ram’s 
unusual death, the boy was brought 
to Vehedi where he recognized the 
latter’s surviving relatives and even 
seemed familiar with the city. The 
young boy was so taken with his 
connection to Sobha Ram, in fact, 
that he cried when he had to leave.

The case of Jasbir Lal Jat is like 
many of Stevenson’s cases — with 
one important exception. Sobha 
Ram died in May 1956 when Jasbir 
was three years old. So in this case 
conventional reincarnation could 
not have been the cause of the boy’s 
memories. It appears more like a 
case of spirit possession. While so 
far Stevenson has published no in- 
depth studies of similar cases, a few 
related examples have cropped up 
in his large case collection.

• * *

IT IS DIFFICULT to do justice to 
Stevenson’s research in a brief 
report such as this. Although he has 

published detailed studies of only a 
few dozen cases, his total collection 
of reports numbers over 2000. In 
recent years Stevenson and his col­
leagues have concerned themselves 
with the patterns that appear in 
their cases and have placed less 
emphasis on the documentation of 

every report. They have addressed 
the question of whether the patterns 
change over time. They have also 
discovered, interestingly enough, 
that “solved” cases (in which the 
previous personality is successfully 
traced) pattern themselves no dif­
ferently from less impressive ones. 
Stevenson is preparing a book about 
his most impressive birthmark 
cases.

His most revealing case analysis, 
however, was published in 1970 in 
the International Journal of Com­
parative Sociology. By examining 
dozens of cases reported from Tur­
key, Sri Lanka and Alaska, he 
showed that cultural biases influ­
ence the way children experience 
and report rebirth memories. These 
pervasive biases tend to be influ­
enced by local beliefs and customs 
regarding reincarnation. He found, 
for instance, that rebirth cases in 
which the child reports a change of 
sex occur only in those cultures that 
teach the possibility. A similar find­
ing is that Turkish children usually 
remember past lives which end in 
violence, which probably relates to 
the Turkish belief that only people 
who die such deaths will recall their 
past lives.

Some of Stevenson’s critics have 
used such findings to discredit his 
rebirth cases, arguing that these 
reports probably stem from fanta­
sies or fraud. Stevenson has sug­
gested in turn that when a person 
dies, he may plan his next incar­
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nation to conform to deeply-held 
religious or cultural beliefs. This is 
an interesting argument, although 
there remain some cultural issues 
that Stevenson has never been able 
to resolve to everyone’s satisfaction. 
For example, rebirth cases reported 

from India do not occur throughout 
the entire country, only in the north; 
yet northern India has no monopoly 
on rebirth beliefs.

What does Stevenson’s work tell 
us about the reality of reincarna­
tion?

This is Part 1 of a two-part article.

MUSIC AFTER DEATH
By Claire Metzger

ON APRIL 28, 1985, at 7:30
P.M., the great pianist Ru­

dolph Ganz performed Franz 
Liszt’s First Piano Concerto in 
Chicago’s Orchestra Hall. It was 
the first time in 13 years that Ganz 
had appeared in public.

Ganz, founder of the city’s Musi­
cal College, would be accompanied 
by the Chicago Symphony Orches­
tra of which he had been one of the 
earliest supporters.

Thousands waited in anticipa­
tion as 100 musicians took their 
chairs behind the great concert 

grand piano to accompany the 
maestro’s thrilling performance.

The next day the reviews, which 
were excellent, mentioned that the 
great Ganz had not shown up for 
his performance — at least per­
sonally. The concerto’s piano solo 
had been recorded decades ago on 
a highly sophisticated piano roll, to 
be performed on a similarly sophis­
ticated grand player piano.

Ganz, who died in 1972 at age 
95, had simply, splendidly "re­
turned from the grave” to perform 
in 1985.

BUDDHA’S REMAINS FOUND

TINY BONE fragments found in a temple near Beijing have been 
identified by archaeologists as the cremated remains of Buddha. Two 
gold bowls containing the relics were discovered five years ago inside five 

progressively smaller boxes in a cave of the Yunju Temple 44 miles 
southwest of Beijing.
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THE RELUCTANT PICTURE
By Louise Forshaw

FOR NEARLY a century the 
house at 302 Fatherland Street 
in Nashville, Tenn., was our family 

home and refuge. The house was 
always there for anyone in our 
family when life elsewhere got 
rough. The house since has been 
razed to make room for a highway.

Mother never gave up trying to 
keep her home, although everyone 
else was selling to the highway 
planners. This effort brought on a 
severe hypertension, which put her 
in the hospital in September 1961. 
My brother and I were called to her 
from our homes out of state.

She was inarticulate when 1 saw 
her. The doctor, however, was en­
couraging, so 1 decided to spend 
that night in the old home. By the 
time 1 arrived there it was dark.

When I stepped onto the wrap­
around porch 1 saw the skeleton. 

The whole area around the house 
was bare, bulldozed; no other build­
ing was within shouting distance. 
Behind the house at the next street 
loomed the highway on tall concrete 
legs. It reached toward 302 like 
some hungry prehistoric monster.

Footsteps came pounding in from 
the street behind me; my brother, 
Albert Halley, had just arrived.

Louise Forshaw
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having stopped by the hospital on 
his drive in from Pennsylvania. Not 
waiting to talk then, he gave me a 
wave of the hand and went in with 
his luggage, evidently not seeing the 
skeleton.

I stood staring at it, lit by a 
gibbous moon. The skull grinned at 
me, and cold bumps rose on my 
skin. My feet were concrete blocks 
on the wooden floor. And then the 
skeleton dissolved before my eyes 
and in its place I saw only a kind of 
earth-moving vehicle.

Its dark orange paint blended 
with the bare ground. The skull 
became the seat, the arms gears, and 
the legs supports rising from two 
big wheels.

I realized that the skeleton had 
been an omen of my mother’s death. 
1 called Al and we raced back to the 
hospital.

After Mother’s funeral he and I 
cleared out the contents of the house 
and returned to our respective 
homes in Maryland and Pennsyl­
vania. Yet something seemed to be 
pulling me back. I remembered the 
portrait of Mother, aged eight, that 
had hung in the old parlor since her 
childhood. I didn’t have it. 1 phoned 
Al. No, he didn’t have it either.

We met on his way south and 
drove back to Tennessee. We knew 
that our house was to be burned the 
next day, removing the last obstacle 
to the highway.

As we entered the parlor of the 
house, we saw Mother’s portrait on 

the wall, lit by the direct sunset glow 
coming in through the large dia- 
mond-paned window. We stood 
staring at it as if paralyzed. Her long 
blond curls hung forward over her 
shoulders, her arms before her 
resting on some support not shown, 
her blue eyes staring at us. It was 
only a bust painting, but so real.

Al tried to lift the picture away 
from the wall. “I can’t move it!” he 
gasped.

I next tried to lift it — without 
success. It was like part of the wall, 
though I could see that the top 
leaned away from the wall.

“Let’s try again,” Al said. “Maybe 
a nail is holding it.” He grasped the 
ornate, wide gilt frame in both 
hands, pulled, twisted. I could see 
muscles straining in his bare arms. 
Al is big and strong. His neck 
corded, his face reddened, but the 
picture remained immovable. He 
lowered his arms, letting out a great 
puff of air. “She’s just not going!” 
His dark eyes were bleak, and he 
stepped away.

I stared up at the eyes looking so 
directly out of the painting. Did 
Mother want her portrait burned 
with her home? In desperation I 
cried, “Al, we can’t give up!”

We each pulled a side of the 
frame — and it came away so easily 
we almost dropped it. We stared at 
a pale oblong on the wall where the 
picture had hung, a nail at the top. 
An ordinary nail, nothing else, no 
sign of anything that could have
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held the picture against the wall.
Could it be that with the picture 

Mother had shown her determina­
tion not to be put out of her home 
— where she had lived as a child, 
later as a young bride, then a 
mother? We will never know while 
on this side of existence.—Balti­
more, Md.

THE LADY IN THE CHAIR
By H.R. Baxter III

AS A YOUTH 1 grew up in the 
southern Texas town of Rio 
Grande City. Since my natural 

mother, Marie Jessica Baxter, 
passed away when I was two months 
old, I had no memories of her 
whatsoever.

In July 1965 I was eight years old 
and playing in the backyard of the 
house where 1 lived with my dad, 
H.R. Baxter, Jr., and my step­
mother Beda. It was an extremely 
hot day there on the United States- 
Mexican border where the temper­
ature often soars into the 100’s. 1 
decided to go into the house to 
escape the heat and get a drink. As 1 
walked through the patio into the 
family room, I noticed a young lady 
sitting in Dad’s chair. I got a long 
and detailed look at her. She had 
shoulder-length auburn hair and 
hazel eyes. She was barefoot, wear­
ing shorts and a checkered blouse.

I glanced away for a moment, 
self-conscious, as I realized she was 
a stranger. When I looked at the 
chair again, it was empty.

H.R. Baxter, III

The incident soon faded in my 
eight-year-old mind and was not 
recalled until six years later. While 
vacationing at the home of my aunt, 
Peggy Williams, ir Devine, Tex., 
for the summer, I came across an 
old photo album that 1 had never 
seen before. As 1 thumbed through 
it, 1 came to a photo showing a 
group of people.

1 was able to identify my fathe.*, 
aunt, uncle and a baby that was me, 
but a young woman with them at 
first looked unfamiliar. Then into 
my mind flashed the memory of my 
encounter with the strange young 
lady when I was eight years old. I 
realized now that I had seen my 
mother without having had the 
slightest idea of who she was.

Aunt Peggy confirmed that the 
young woman in the photo was my 
natural mother. She apparently had 
come — or to show herself to me 
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—that day in the past. Why? I’ll 
never know — but I’m glad she 
did.—Findlay, Ohio.

THE "THIRD EAR"
By Mavis Schneider

THE MANI married in 1963 had 
been estranged from his family, 
except for his mother, for many 

years. A kind and generous man, 
Douglas was the nearest person to 
an agnostic I had ever known. He 
would tease me about my spiritual 
“third ear” (his term).

His mother, Jessie Scott Dennis, 
had been an extremely talented pi­
anist. She and her husband, Ernest 
Douglas Dennis, and their three 
children had immigrated in 1912 
from Sheffield, England, to the 
United States. There was never 
enough money for the concert grand 
piano that was her heart’s desire. 
But finally on his parents’ 25th 
anniversary, Douglas bought his 
mother her Steinway.

The years passed and his mother 
became deaf and nearly blind. She 
lived in Deming, N. Mex., with a 
companion in her own home.

Douglas’ sister, Jessie Margaret, 

gave the piano to their brother 
Stanley’s daughter. Douglas was 
hurt because he had a daughter of 
his own now. His hurt deepened 
after he learned his mother had 
been told the piano was taken to 
Dallas to be tuned. Harsh words 
were spoken and an open break 
ensued with his brother and sister.

We lived in California and Doug­
las saw his mother only on his 
vacations. He expressed the fear 
that he would not be notified when 
she died.

One Saturday in 1963 Douglas 
suddenly turned to me and asked, 
“Do you hear anything?”

“Nothing,” I replied. “Should 1?” 
“I don’t know,” he said. “Some­

one is playing Handel’s Messiah, 
but it’s so far away.” The composi­
tion was his mother’s favorite.

He called his mother’s home and 
was told by the housekeeper that his 
mother had just died. He had not 
been notified of her illness.

Since Douglas had demonstrated 
a “third ear” of his own, he never 
again teased me about mine. He 
passed away in 1980.—Posl Falls, 
Idaho.

REMAINS BARE PANDA’S AGE

CHINESE paleontologists discovered a fossilized upper jaw contain­
ing three teeth dating back about four million years, according to 
Xinhua News Agency. Conferring scientists believe their findings are the 

world’s oldest remains of a giant panda.



PSI
and the Art of Magic
0000000000000000000000000000000000

Magicians use trickery to imitate paranormal 
effects — but sometimes paranormal effects trick magicians. 

By Loyd M. Auerbach

MANY TODAY THINK of the 
magician as the “enemy” of 
psychical research and researchers 

thanks to the efforts of a few crusad­
ing magicians who attempt to focus 
attention on their ability to dupli­
cate psychic feats and on accusa­
tions of fraud. Actually a close 
relationship between the field of 
parapsychology and the art of magic 
and illusion has always existed. 
Many of the early psychical re­
searchers were magicians, either by 
profession or by avocation, and a 
good deal of attention has been 
focused on the exposure of fraudu­
lent mediums and psychics by 
magicians.

Today there are a number of 
“friendly” magicians and mentalists. 
I should know since I am both a 
parapsychologist and a performing 
magician. Giving me this unique 
viewpoint has placed me in the 
middle of the two communities 
more than once. There is fertile 
territory to be explored in the in­

between area of magic and para­
psychology.

Much emphasis has been placed
— mostly by a handful of critics
— on having conjurers as consul­
tants for every experiment. Re­
searchers probably could consult 
magicians on the experiments’ setup 
though certainly not on all experi­
ments. There are experimental situ­
ations where magical know-how is 
irrelevant compared to other exper­
tise. During the setup of an experi­
ment this kind of knowledge might 
help in constructing controls against 
sensory leakage and fraud. Most 
experimental methodologies today 
control access to targets and control 
experimental equipment for manip­
ulation. Contrary to what the magi­
cian-critics put forth, most PK ex­
periments do not involve contact at 
any point with the target substance; 
they use Random Event Generators, 
piezo-electric materials and so on.

A magician is not the most ap­
propriate person to consult in the 
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experimental condition in which a 
computer is selecting targets and 
running the experiments, where 
there is no task involving any sort of 
possible manipulation of targets or 
evaluation by human beings. This is 
not to say that computer-driven 
experiments are fraud-proof. A 
computer expert or an electrician 
(to assure that the electrical system 
can’t be tapped into and the com­
puter’s operation disrupted) is a 
more fitting consultant than the 
magician. Parapsychologists should 
choose consultants by the kinds of 
information they have to offer and 
their appropriateness for various 
experimental methodologies, not by 
their abilities to perform tricks.

Magicians are not the ultimate 
experts. I have learned from being 
among magicians that there is a 
limit to their (and my) knowledge. 
A magician who claims he can’t be 
fooled has already fooled himself. 
Since there are new magical effects 
available on the market all the time, 
new twists on old techniques or 
perhaps even a new sleight-of-hand 
move (or new series of moves), it is 
unreasonable to assume that any 
magician knows everything and can 
catch all possible false moves and 
gimmicks.

There are so many different ef­
fects and moves in magic that no 
one person could really know them 
all. Therefore a magician consul­
tant, while perhaps more capable of 
spotting fraud, is not the end to all 

our problems of control. As a para­
psychologist one must keep this in 
mind when deciding on consulting a 
magician or when learning magic 
for oneself. A little magical knowl­
edge can be a dangerous thing; it 
might make one a bit too cocky. 
Knowing a few tricks and being 
confident that that’s all there is to it 
may make you even more vulner­
able to attempted fraud than before.

MORE important than learning 
how a few tricks are done is 
learning the psychology behind why 

the effects are convincing. Magi­
cians must know more than just 
how to fool someone. We also have 
to learn why that person’s percep­
tion doesn’t allow him to see what is 
really going on and we must learn 
how to turn such principles to our 
advantage. Perception is the process 
whereby the brain translates signals 
from our senses into data we can 
use. What the eye actually sees and 
what the brain tells you the eye sees 
may be two completely different 
things.

Any single event can be seen in a 
variety of ways due to various in­
fluences on the perception of the 
observer. The actual illusion of 
something happening (or not hap­
pening) appears in the human brain. 
According to magician Harry 
Blackstone, Jr., in The Blackstone 
Book of Magic and Illusion (1985):

All illusions ultimately take place in 



PSI AND THE ART OF MAGIC 85
the mind of the person who perceives 
them. They are the result of the brain’s 
interpretation (or misinterpretation) of 
clues that it receives from the usual five 
senses. These illusions are, at the same 
time, both positive and negative in 
nature. They are positive illusions in the 
sense that the audience sees something 
which, in reality, does not exist, and 
they are negative illusions in that the 
audience does not see something (by 
overlooking it, or misinterpreting it) 
that does exist.

Perception depends upon learn­
ing. We learn to see the world in a 
particular way. In effect the process 
of learning how to perceive things in 
one environment may not translate 
well when we are faced with input 
that doesn't relate to that original 
environment. We therefore learn to 
expect things to behave in a certain 
way and may even unconsciously 
ignore happenings that make no 
sense given what is “normally” 
expected.

Perceptual expectancies can be 
superimposed over the way objects 
and events actually, objectively exist 
giving us an often distorted percep­
tion. Past experience, current and 
past motives, the context of the 
event or suggestion can make you 
perceive things in ways that may or 
may not actually reflect reality. We 
see what we want and what we 
expect to see, especially when the 
event is of short duration and hap­
pens in an out-of-the-ordinary way.

An illusion may be built to take 

advantage of the ways we are taught 
to see shapes so that a seemingly 
hollow cube is actually a different 
shape on the inside than on the 
outside and is hiding something 
unusual. Or the sound of a coin 
falling into a cup when a magician 
drops it out of his hand makes you 
think you actually saw the coin 
materialized from thin air. By using 
certain movements (like attracting 
your attention to the wrong but 
logical place for a coin or ball to be 
transferred from hand to hand) a 
magician can misdirect your atten­
tion since you expect things and 
people to behave in a certain 
manner.

Young children make a more 
difficult audience for magic that 
uses misdirection and perceptual 
expectancy since children may not 
have fallen into the learned percep­
tion pattern that allows a particular 
effect to operate. In fact having 
children around the laboratory as 
the ones who always seem to know 
what the magician is doing (and are 
ever so quick to gleefully point it 
out to everyone...loudly) might 
bring an added control that could 
be tough for the professed “psychic” 
to object to.

In relation to psychic experiences 
we all expect the expected. When 
something out of the ordinary hap­
pens and challenges our learned 
patterns of perception or of the way 
objects and people normally be­
have, many of us either ignore the
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event (consciously or unconscious­
ly) or try to make it fit “normal” 
experience. When we try to explain 
an unusual experience we haven’t 
been trained to deal with, we may 
come up with a psychic explanation 
since the experience is similar to 
ones we’ve read, heard about or 
seen on television. Just because the 
experience is similar to what may be 
called psychic experiences, how­
ever, doesn’t mean it is psychic.

If in a supposedly haunted house 
coins drop from the ceiling, should 
one assume a spirit is dropping 
pennies from heaven? Or should we 
check to see if someone tossed the 
coins over his shoulder with a move 
that was hidden by the body? If a 
single room in this house is extreme­
ly cold, should we assume spirits are 
chilling us to the bone, or should we 
check for a source of cold such as a 
draft through the floorboards?

If I were to see an apparition 
floating in front of me, shouldn’t I 
check to see if it’s only a reflection 
on the window I’m looking at? Are 
those sounds I hear in my home 
actually footsteps or is the house 
settling? Am I expecting, wanting 
something to happen in a paranor­
mal vein because of some psycho­
logical need 1 have, and misinter­
preting a series of normal, though 
unusually timed, happenings? Or is 
something paranormal actually hap­
pening, spurred on by my own psi 
abilities because of that same need I 
have?

1 don’t want to sound too skep­
tical, but to study the so-called 
paranormal, especially as a scientist, 
one must first isolate that paranor­
mal happening. People do misin­
terpret things and there have been 
frauds both in and out of the 
laboratory. So we have to be careful 
about what we do label as psi. Once 
we have eliminated as much of the 
misinterpretation and other ordi­
nary circumstances, then we can get 
a better grasp of what is happening 
and help the person deal with the 
experience whether normal or 
paranormal. What magic does is 
train one to be an observer of the 
ways people view situations and 
interpret what they experience/ 
observe.

* * ♦

GIVEN that you and 1 both 
know that the human mind is 
capable of misinterpretation, that 

perceptions of a given situation can 
be altered, and that there are people 
who make things up (whether con­
sciously or unconsciously), we need 
to take a look at how to assess the 
“facts” of any given situation. With 
most psi experiences there is rarely 
any objective evidence of influence 
on people or the environment. In 
the case of apparitions and haunt- 
ings there is rarely physical evi­
dence. For example a person may 
conjure up in his own mind the 
hallucination of an apparition 
which may then be transmitted to or 
picked up by others in a telepathic 
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fashion. Or one or two people in a 
group may be sensitive enough to 
pick up information on the history 
of a location in a haunting case to 
“see” something with others again 
getting the same information from 
those people doing the initial pick 
up. Or suggestion by one could 
cause the others to think they see or 
experience the same thing.

In the case of poltergeist experi­
ences misinterpretation can play a 
major role. The picture that falls off 
the wall could be a result of a truck’s 
rumbling down the street, even in 
situations where there are other 
occurrences more likely attributable 
to psychokinetic influence.

It is important to dig deep into 
what a situation can say to us if we 
are to come to an understanding of 
what’s going on. Being a magician 
gives one an alternate information 
base that enables you to understand 
how normal events might be seen as 
paranormal ones.

A magician might do an effect 
which plays on the way we, in 
Western culture, expect things to 
work. In many card tricks the magi­
cian plays on the expectations of the 
audience as he shuffles cards in 
what may look like an ordinary way 
that would be extraordinary accord­
ing to our experience with cards. 
The investigator of spontaneous 
cases must keep an eye out for 
similar influences on his perceptions 
and the perceptions of all involved. 
The psi researcher must make doub­

ly sure that what he’s observing 
during an experiment is not colored 
by either his learned perceptual ex­
pectancies or his expectations of 
what is supposed to happen during 
the attempted psi event.

In the art of magic the term 
“misdirection” refers to the deliber­
ate focusing of the attention of 
another where the performer wants 
it to go. Where misdirection is 
deliberate in a magical effect, mis­
direction may be purely accidental 
in the psychic experience, especially 
in the situation of object movement. 
The attention of the observer may 
be focused on the wrong place to 
clearly see something happen.

In poltergeist cases the movement 
of objects is often noticed out of the 
corner of the eye or after most of the 
movement (i.e., the take-off of an 
object into the air) has occurred. 
This may be a function of the dy­
namics of the poltergeist experience, 
that the attention of all concerned 
needs to be focused elsewhere before 
something will happen, although 
there have been reports of the full 
movement of the object being seen. 
If there is a noise from one place of 
the room (the crashing of a glass 
against a wall, for example), atten­
tion shifts to that location while 
suddenly something could happen 
in the other part of the room pre­
viously scrutinized.

Magicians understand that when 
a more intense stimulus appears on 
the scene (more intense visually, 
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auditorally or otherwise than what 
was just holding our attention) our 
focus will undoubtedly shift to that 
new stimulus. The sudden clattering 
and smashing of metal and glass 
objects by a clumsy assistant may 
enable a wily magician to walk an 
elephant off the opposite side of the 
stage. As Blackstone and many 
others have so aptly pointed out, we 
pay attention to those things that 
most interest us, whether they are 
novel stimuli just called to our at­
tention or stimuli that fit in with 
human behavior.

People do have certain expecta­
tions in their experiences and this 
awareness that people do misper­
ceive and misinterpret ordinary 
happenings is important. James 
Randi pointed out that a simple 
suggestion of paranormal events is 
enough to cause people to notice 
and report previously unnoticed 
“unusual” events. When a certain 
metal-bending psychic has been on 
radio or television, reports have 
come in from people noticing that 
their silverware was bent. But how 
many of those people took notice of 
the bends in their spoons and forks 
before they were told to do so by the 
psychic? Careful assessment is 
needed of all subjective paranormal 
experiences if we are to help people 
understand what is going on in their 
lives, paranormal or not.

* * *

IN MOST apparition and haunt­
ing cases the reliability of testi­

mony is the paramount question. If 
the experience was real to the ex- 
perient, then fraud is generally ruled 
out. It is also important, however, 
to check the stories of any and all 
witnesses. Though it is unusual it is 
not impossible that someone else 
used various means to fool the 
experiencers of the apparifional 
sighting. Fraudulent Spiritualist 
mediums for years used various 
methods to fool their clients into 
believing they had encountered the 
spirits of the dead.

For example, mediums used a 
variety of information sources from 
investigating the background of cli­
ents to picking their pockets and 
gleaning information from their 
wallets to come up with “messages” 
that would be accepted as genuine. 
They used luminous objects such as 
furniture to move on command to 
convince their sitters of the authen­
ticity of the contact.

The experience was a real one to 
the sitters at the seance, but one 
caused by fraud on someone else’s 
part. In other words it is a genuine, 
though subjective, experience — 
what Vernon Neppe calls the “sub­
jective paranormal experience.”

In poltergeist cases controls can 
be placed in the situation to help 
rule out fraud on the part of one or 
more persons. There are several 
ways to keep track of the potential 
for fraud in a poltergeist case. Since 
no one investigator can see all points 
of a room at all times, it is helpful to 
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keep track of the people involved 
rather than trying to watch all the 
objects. It is important that the 
people who could cause fraudulent 
effects be watched for movements 
that could relate to the movement 
of objects. For example, the move­
ment of a hand near the cord of a 
lamp that soon after falls to the 
floor could very well mean that the 
person tugged the lampcord and 
therefore the lamp while you had 
your attention focused away for a 
split second.

Electronic/video monitoring of 
movements can be of great help, but 
only as long as one realizes the 
limitations of a camera’s static 
angles and knows that a skilled 
fraud might still be capable of get­
ting past such a control. Keep in 
mind also that where a camera is 
focused on a small area, it is not 
necessary for the camera or the 
target area to be tampered with. It 
may be easier to duplicate the target 
object(s) at another location, video­
tape or film the desired movements 
and switch the tape or the film for 
the “real” one at some point.

The investigator needs to check 
for potential fraudulent setups and 
so must look for odd movements of 
people in the setting. When controls 
are set up to guard against one kind 
of fraud-producing activity, it is 
possible that a bright person can 
overcome those controls. The bright 
investigator must continually up­
date his controls.

Researchers also should 
learn a bit about the basic 
psychological principles of magic 

and the reasons magic and illusion 
work. This kind of knowledge, as 
well as knowledge of the principles 
of the variety of effects one might 
perform (from cards to coins to 
mental magic to effects with ropes, 
silks and liquids), will be better 
ammunition against potential fraud 
than one could ever gain by learning 
how bends are made in keys and 
spoons. It’s not as important to 
learn how someone bent a key as it 
is to learn why the bending was 
convincingly real.

Nineteenth-Century magician 
Robert-Houdin said that a magician 
is only an actor pretending to be a 
magician. Some magicians can get 
away with light acting, but others 
really need to be convincing. Men- 
talists, those who practice the art of 
mental magic or pseudo-psychism 
on stage, have to convince the audi­
ence that they are truly psychic and 
possess miraculous abilities. They 
may or may not state that they are 
psychic (usually they do not), but 
the message the audience must re­
ceive is that the performer is able to 
control psychic “forces.”

To be utterly convincing to the 
audience, the mentalist when on 
stage may have a frame of mind in 
which he believes his own abilities 
are real. This temporary “belief’ in 
psychic or magical power may ex­
plain a few incidents reported to me 
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by my fellow magicians.
It seems that psi is spontaneous 

and goal-directed even during the 
performance of a mentalism or 
magic act. Magiciansand mentalists 
1 know have offered anecdotes 
about receiving bits of information 
about audience members for which 
they had no source. If the informa­
tion popped into their heads while 
performing, they would use it al­
most immediately. If correct the 
new information would help to 
convince the audience of the mirac­
ulous nature of the mentalist’s pow­
ers. If the information is incorrect, 
the mentalist has an “out.” He can 
say ESP is not reliable 100 percent 
of the time. This only serves to 
make the mentalist’s act more be­
lievable. For while mentalists sup­
posedly relying on ESP or PK fail 
now and then, magicians’ props and 
effects always have to work since 
that’s magic.

Magicians and mentalists both 
do rely on props and gimmicks, 
though the mentalist often relies 
more on audience participation and 
response than on mechanisms. Not 
all magic is based on sleight of 
hand, as any book on magic will tell 
you. Magicians and mentalists often 
use what look like ordinary objects 
whether they are decks of cards, 
shipping crates or empty buckets. 
These objects may be designed in 
such a way to look absolutely ordi­
nary, yet be designed to perform a 
single function during the presenta­

tion of a magical effect, such as the 
“empty” transparent box that sud­
denly fills with the form of an 
animal. Remember, though, that 
it’s impolite to ask to see the magi­
cian’s props. He’s there to entertain 
you, not to “fool” you.

A few magicians I’ve met have 
expressed their bewilderment not 
only at the anomalous but true 
information they find at their fin­
gertips at times but also at situations 
in which to their eyes the effect they 
are working cannot possibly be 
completed due to a malfunction in 
the gimmick. Magicians don’t have 
the mentalist’s “out” of “PK and 
ESP don’t always work on com­
mand” (hence the use of the term 
“experiment” more often than the 
words “effect” or “routine”). They 
often have to think up ways to cover 
any problems that they may run 
into with their equipment with fancy 
moves or quick quips. Imagine the 
amazement of a magician whose 
piece of nonworking equipment 
functions anyway when he knows 
full well it shouldn’t.

This conjures up the idea that we 
can be led into a temporary belief 
system wherein psi may be facili­
tated. In effect this is what magi­
cians and especially mentalists can 
do for themselves with psi generally 
showing up with a bit of goal­
direction, the goal being to give the 
mentalist’s act an added “oomph” 
with the additional information or 
to save the magician from a poten­
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tially embarrassing situation with a 
failed effect.

Magicians might be open, there­
fore, to participate not only as con­
sultants in experimentation or 
spontaneous case investigation but 
also as participants in the experi­
ments themselves.

I have experienced a different 
attitude in contacts with self-pro­
claimed skeptics and critics. Since I 
am a performing magician, such 
people are more apt to listen to 

what 1 have to say because my own 
observations and opinions are based 
on a broader range of knowledge 
than that of the typical researcher 
or true believer they encounter.

The art of magic has implications 
for all areas of psi research, inves­
tigation and application. It can en­
rich the researcher’s knowledge and 
help him design sound experiments. 
It can also ease the communication 
between parapsychologists and their 
critics.

★
FINDING a needle in a hay­

stack probably seemed an easier 
task than the one facing Daniel 

Carey of Worthington, Mass. The 
task he faced was finding his wed­
ding ring in a landfill used by the 
town as a dump site. The ring, 
Carey believed, had been acciden­
tally knocked from a kitchen coun­
ter into a wastebasket by the family 
cat.

Taken to the dump site by driver 
Greg Hurlburt who had hauled the 
city’s trash, Carey confronted a 
pile 70 feet long and six feet high 
consisting of thousands of white 
trash bags like those he used. For­
tunately, Hurlburt pointed out the

SEARCH FOR A RING
K. L. Jones

section where he believed he had 
dumped the load of garbage most 
likely to include Carey’s. When 
Carey spotted the lid from a can of 
paint he had used, Hurlburt was
able to zero m on Carey’s garbage. 
Four bags were located, one of 
which burst before its contents 
were examined. At that point Carey 
was convinced the search was hope­
less but Hurlburt continued rooting 
through the pile. After two more 
bags were opened, the ring fell to 
the ground.

Carey was quoted by Associated 
Press as being reluctant to touch 
the ring when he saw it. “I thought 
I was seeing things,” he said.



PREDICTING 
THE 
IMPOSSIBLE
While the family believed Alex 
was safe and the war almost over 
Betty’s ESP warned of danger.

By Lawrence Cortesi

66TWAS always told that my sis-
-Lter Betty was clairvoyant but I 

never paid much attention to the 
claim,” Alex Bloom said. “It wasn’t 
until I came home and read those 
V-letters that 1 realized her true 
psychic ability.”

Alex was talking about Betty’s 
unique displays of precognition and 
telepathy during World War II. 
These had been remarkable for two 
reasons. First, solid evidence doc­
umented the occurrences and sec­
ond, her paranormal visions dealt 
with events that had seemed quite 
unlikely to happen.

Betty’s brother Alex had been an 
officer in the United States Army 
and serving overseas at the time his 
sister voiced these strange premoni­
tions. She would first proclaim that 
her brother’s life was in danger 
when in fact there seemed no pros­
pect of danger whatever. Later she

Alex Bloom, a second lieutenant in 
the infantry during World War II, 
served in Europe at the time of Battle 
of the Bulge.

would declare, at a time when he 
should have been in dire peril, that 
Alex had survived the danger.

At the time — 1944 — Betty’s 
husband Leonard Solomon, along 
with her family, considered her in­
tuitions ridiculous. They could not 
guess that she would foresee future 
events directly related to her brother 
and she would also psychically vi­
sualize a wartime battle that was 
one of the most astonishing sur­
prises of World War II.

* * *

ALEX BLOOM, originally from 
Jamaica, L. I., N. Y., was
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Leonard Solomon was 
irritated by premoni­
tions voiced by his wife 
Betty, Alex's sister. Al­
though skeptical he 
wrote V-letters to Alex 
to verify her claims.

among the thousands of young men 
who entered the military forces dur­
ing World War II. He trained as a 
cannoneer at the artillery base in 
Pensacola, Fla., rose quickly 
through the ranks and won an 
appointment to officer candidate 
school, earning a commission as 
second lieutenant.

The army shuttled Lieutenant 
Bloom from one post to another in 
the United States but Alex wanted 
to join a combat unit and get into 

The V-letters did not reach Alex 
Bloom because the first was written 
at the start of German offensive and 
the second after he had been taken 
prisoner. 

the fighting overseas. Finally, in the 
summer of 1944, he was sent to Scot­
land where he joined the Fourth 
Infantry Division’s 12th Infantry 
Regiment as the executive officer of 
H Company. But he saw no com­
bat. His unit moved to England, 
then France, then Belgium, but al­
ways after the military campaigns in 
these areas had ended. He never 
engaged the enemy in battle and 
wrote home regularly to assure his 
family that he was safe.

“A lot of guys who were in heavy 
fighting lied about it,” Alex said. 
“They didn’t want to alarm their 
loved ones. In my case, however, 1 
was truly free from danger. I was 
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always moved to an area in Europe 
where no fighting was going on.”

Bloom’s family, of course, never 
knew Alex’s exact whereabouts, 
having merely an APO address 
which indicated that he was some­
where in Europe. Still, since they 
had not read accounts of battles 
that involved the Fourth Infantry 
Division, they were somewhat at 
ease.

In November 1944 Lt. Alex 
Bloom’s 12th Regiment moved to 
Bastogne in eastern Belgium and a 
few weeks later to the quaint town 
of Echternach in northeast Luxem­
bourg. The Fourth Infantry Divi­
sion had been assigned to the pow­
erful Third Army under Gen. 
George Patton. Alex found this 

new post as quiet and safe as Bas­
togne with not the remotest pros­
pect of engagement with the enemy.

“The town was small and com­
fortable,” Bloom recalled. “The 
army put us up in a beautiful cha­
teau where we had soft beds, neat 
quarters and good food. We even 
had maids to take care of our 
rooms. There was no chance of any 
combat in this area.”

The 12th Infantry Regiment had 
come to a perimeter in eastern Bel­
gium and northeast Luxembourg 
known as the Ghost Front. This 
defense line extended for about 60 
miles, beginning at Monschau, Bel­
gium, in the north and ending at 
Echternach, Luxembourg, in the 
south. East of the line were the 

German infantry and artillery moved into the Ardennes forest on the 
morning of December 16,1944, overrunning American positions.
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dense, often mountainous Ardennes 
forests which separate Belgium and 
Luxembourg from Germany. These 
woodlands, from 20 to 30 miles in 
depth, had no good highways or rail 
lines and thus served as a deep natu­
ral barrier between the Americans 
on the west and the Germans on the 
east. If or when the Americans 
launched their next offensive, they 
would have to advance over the 
more favorable terrain north of 
Monschau or south of Echternach.

The German forces, quite bat­
tered by mid-December 1944, 
seemed in no position to carry out 
any military operations along the 
Ghost Front. In fact, nobody in 
Europe expected the Germans to do 
anything but dig in east of the 
Ardennes to await the next Allied 
offensive. Thus, the Americans had 
stationed fewer than three divisions 
along the Ghost Front, leaving the 
60-mile perimeter only weakly de­
fended.

News reports confirmed the quiet 
along the eastern borders of Bel­
gium and Luxembourg. For weeks 
there had been no sign of German 
soldiers or air squadrons in the 
area. The possibility of combat on 
this front seemed as remote as com­
bat at a stateside army site like Fort 
Dix,N. J.

* * *

YET, IN this same mid-Decem­
ber of 1944, Betty Bloom Solo­
mon, 4000 miles away, began to 

have uneasy feelings about her 

brother, premonitions that he was 
in serious danger. If Alex Bloom in 
the quaint village of Echternach 
had heard this, he would have 
laughed outright. Nevertheless, 
Betty remained adamant: Her broth­
er would be in mortal combat with 
the Germans before Christmas, 
only 10 days away.

She also told her family she had 
seen Alex in a new place. (They did 
not know he had moved from Bas- 
togne to Echternach.) She described 
his new post as a village of quaint 
dormered houses and crooked 
streets set in a landscape of rolling 
hills, pastureland, pine-studded 
slopes, narrow winding roads and 
rippling streams. She was describ­
ing Echternach — although she had 
never seen the town and didn’t 
know Alex was there.

Betty Solomon seemed to stand 
alone in her precognition. No one 
else saw any prospect of further 
combat in western Europe before 
the spring of 1945. Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, commander-in-chief 
of Allied forces in Europe, along 
with members of his staff consi­
dered the 60-mile Ghost Front a 
dormant line along the Ardennes 
where no fighting would ever take 
place, especially during the winter 
months. In fact, during the second 
week of December, Eisenhower and 
some of his staff had flown out of 
France to spend Christmas in En­
gland. Other high-ranking officers 
had left their units to spend Christ­
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mas in London, Paris or Antwerp. 
Some had even flown back to the 
United States for the holidays.

Hordes of soldiers got frequent 
leave from their posts on the Ghost 
Front. From Alex Bloom’s 5000- 
man 12th Infantry Regiment, nearly 
3000 were on leave on December 15, 
1944. Alex considered himself one 
of the lucky ones who would go to 
Paris on leave at Christmastime.

No one, apparently, except a few 
uncanny clairvoyants like Betty 
Bloom Solomon, foresaw the im­
pending Battle of the Bulge, the 
most vicious battle the Americans 
would fight during the entire Euro­
pean war. Even the Germans were 
unaware of the looming Nazi offen­
sive against the Ghost Front, save 
for the commanders who would 
lead the infantry and tank units 
through the Ardennes forests. 
When Adolph Hitler called these 
generals together to explain the 
plan for the sudden thrust into Bel­
gium and Luxembourg, he told 
them that the operation was top 
secret. Any of them who revealed 
the plan to anyone would be shot.

* ♦ ♦

During world war n, the 
postal service provided special 
forms for overseas correspondence. 

These were called V-letters. After 
they were mailed, the forms were 
photographed on a strip of 16mm 
film 100 feet long. The film strip, 
containing 1700 messages and en­
closed in a cardboard container, 

weighed less than six ounces where­
as a similar number of letters by 
ordinary post would have weighed 
about 50 pounds. With this system, 
the postal service could airmail mil­
lions of letters in minimum space. 
When the film reached its destina­
tion, prints prepared from the pho­
tographed messages were delivered 
to the addressees in the ordinary 
way.

At the very hour the Germans 
launched their Ardennes offensive 
on the morning of December 16, 
1944, Betty Bloom Solomon was 
having another vision. She saw her 
brother with his face and uniform 
covered with white dust and then an 
image of Alex falling down a flight 
of stairs. Uncannily, at that mo­
ment, German guns were blasting a 
building in which Alex and other 
soldiers were holed up. The bom­
bardment had blown in the walls, 
covering the soldiers with white 
plaster dust from the ceilings. Many 
men were wounded and Alex, 
attempting to help a wounded ser­
geant, had stumbled down a stair­
case. Betty not only had foreseen 
her brother’s danger but was even 
viewing the battle.

Betty’s forebodings had irritated 
her husband Leonard. In view of 
countless reports that only serenity 
prevailed on the Ghost Front in 
mid-December 1944, he considered 
his wife’s omens totally nonsensical. 
He wrote his brother-in-law a V- 
letter that day, opening the cor­
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respondence with: “This is an ex­
periment in telepathy.” He went on: 
“It is now five minutes before mid­
night [moving into December 16] 
and Betty has an intense feeling that 
you are in grave danger at this 
moment.. .that you are frightened.”

Betty could not have been more 
correct. Echternach was five hours 
ahead of Long Island time, and 
even while Leonard was writing the 
letter, a vicious German artillery 
barrage was raining down on Alex’s 
position.

Leonard finished the letter with 
the request: “Please send any infor­
mation to confirm or deny any of 
this. Please follow with precise de­
tails.”

Of course, Alex Bloom never got 
the letter. The enemy had made an 
astounding, unexpected penetration 
into the Ardennes forests and 
hundreds of American soldiers were 
killed. Within hours of the German 
attack, Capt. James McDonald 
found himself the last ranking 
officer in Lt. Alex Bloom’s mauled 
First Battalion, now down to 200 
men from a complement of over 
500. McDonald directed defenses 
for three days before retreating with 
a mere 120 men into an Echternach 
hat factory. Here the battered sur­
vivors of the battalion fought for 
two more days, surrounded by 
hordes of enemy troops and tanks.

By December 22 these men, now 
down to fewer than 100, were ex­
hausted and out of food, ammuni­

tion and water. When German guns 
began to tear apart the walls of the 
hat factory, McDonald had no al­
ternative but to surrender. By night­
fall the German victors were march­
ing the men eastward on the way to 
a prison camp in Germany. Bloom 
was at least alive and he had not 
been wounded.

On Christmas Eve, Betty Bloom 
Solomon calmly announced that 
her brother was no longer in danger. 
She saw him walking uninjured 
through a peaceful countryside. In 
reverse this time, Leonard again 
chastised his wife. According to 
news reports, heavy fighting con­
tinued inside Belgium and Luxem­
bourg in this Battle of the Bulge. 
The American government admit­
ted that thousands of men had been 
killed, maimed or taken prisoner 
and conceded that the German 
offensive was still in full progress.

On Christmas Eve, Leonard Solo­
mon wrote another V-letter to Alex 
Bloom. He opened it: “The news 
reports indicate that this must have 
been a hell of a Xmas season for 
you. Well, Betty’s intuition reports 
that though you were in grave dan­
ger last Saturday night and on last 
Thursday, you didn’t get done in 
and let’s hope she’s right about the 
latter. .. .”

Alex didn’t get this second letter 
either because by Christmas Eve he 
had been assigned to a prisoner of 
war camp. He was later sent to a 
prison in Poland. When Russian



100 FATE
troops were approaching the area 
from the east, the German captors 
fled westward with their prisoners 
to Stalag 17A in the town of Mues- 
burg near Munich. Here, on April 
26, 1945, American soldiers of the 
Third Army liberated Alex Bloom 
and his fellow prisoners.

Obviously, Alex had no idea of 
the contents of the V-letters of 
December 16 and 24, 1944. And of 
course the Blooms on Long Island 
had no knowledge of the battle at 
Echternach from December 16 
through December 22. Only two 
weeks later did they get a telegram 
notifying them that Lt. Alex Bloom 
was missing in action.

This news shocked the Blooms 
and seemed to rule out Betty’s intui­
tion that Alex was “not done in.” 
The family was sure that Alex was 
dead, lying in some remote patch of 
the Ardennes where he would never 
be found. Then, in April 1945, the

DOUBLE 
By John 

ON NOVEMBER 2, 1985, 
Andrew Hunter and his wife 

Alberta won a combined jackpot 
of $ 1,596,044 when the numbers 9, 
18,20,26,28 and 40 were drawn in 
that night’s Ohio Lotto game. What 
made the Hunters’ winning so un­
usual was that both had indepen­
dently selected the winning num­
bers and had bought their tickets 
without each other’s knowledge.

According to lotto statisticians, 
the odds of one person's correctly

army sent another telegram which 
said that Alex was a prisoner of war 
and that he was safe and well.

Several weeks after he had been 
separated from the service, the army 
sent Alex his belongings which had 
been retrieved at Echternach after 
the Battle of the Bulge. His foot­
locker still contained all his things, 
including his camera and his money. 
The army also sent him the two 
V-letters Leonard had written. 
They both had been prominently 
stamped: “Undeliverable. Return to 
sender.”

On December 16 Alex Bloom 
was indeed “in danger” in the first 
hour of a six-day unexpected battle 
which he miraculously survived. 
And, by Christmas Eve, he was not 
“done in” because he was on his way 
to a German prison camp. In both 
instances, Alex Bloom’s sister Betty 
had accurately intuited these un­
likely events.

WINNERS
Ellis Sech

guessing the six winning numbers 
are one in 3.8 million. A spokes­
person said the statisticians “don4 
know how to compute such a bi­
zarre situation as a husband and 
wife picking the right numbers.”

The Hunters don’t really seem 
preoccupied over their double good 
fortune. They seem content with 
the fact that once a year for the 
next 20 years they will receive a 
check for the amount, after taxes, 
of $63,841.76.
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MONSTER OF THE CONGO 
WHAT MAY BE the first pub­

lished reference to a living dino­
saur appears in a book published in 
1776. Its author, Abbe Lievain Bona­
venture Proyart, was a French mission­
ary who with his fellow clerics was 
bringing Christianity to the peoples of 
central Africa, in what would become 
the nations of Gabon, Cameroon and 
the Congo.

Proyart wrote that while passing 
through a forest the missionaries noted 
the track of an animal “which was not 
seen but which must have been enor­
mous: the marks of the claws were noted 
on the ground, and these formed a print 
about three feet in circumference. The 
arrangement of the impressions indi­
cated that the animal was walking, not 
running; the distance between the foot­
prints measured seven to eight feet.”

These curious remarks appear in a 
book notable for the accuracy of its 
descriptions of other biological phenom­
ena which the French priests were 
among the first Europeans to see and 
record. Although never observed, the 
animal was a source of wonder to the 
missionaries who knew that hippopot­
amuses and elephants don’t have claws. 
What could the creature have been? 

The mokele mbembe, perhaps. 
(That’s pronounced mo-kay-lee 
mmmbem-bee.) That is what the French 
biologist Bernard Heuvelmans, the 
founder of cryptozoology (the “science 
of hidden animals”), thinks and so does 
University of Chicago biologist Roy P. 
Mackal, author of A Living Dinosaur? 
(E. J. Brill, New York, N.Y., 1987, 340 
pages, $24.95). Heuvelmans wrote a 
book on the mokele mbembe, said by 
witnesses to resemble a small long­
necked dinosaur; the book, Les Derniers 
Dragons d'Afrique (Africa's Last 
Dragons), published in France in 1978, 
unfortunately has never appeared in an 
English-language edition. Mackal’s is 
the first full book in English on the 
subject, although the alleged creature 
has been discussed in chapters of books 
by such pioneering cryptozoologists as 
Willy Ley and Ivan T. Sanderson.

Sanderson, in fact, claims to have 
seen one while on an expedition to West 
Cameroon in 1932. Mackal believes 
him, though he cautions, “Sanderson 
started his career as a brilliant zoologist 
(in my opinion), but, over the years, 
became more and more sensational and 
exploitative in his writings. Neverthe­
less, based on my contact with Sander­
son, I believe he was no one’s fool, and 
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rarely deluded himself, regardless of 
how unscrupulous he was in his later 
writings.”

Sanderson, in the company of Amer­
ican naturalist Gerald Russell, had 
arrived at Mamfe Pool on the Mainyu 
River, where they found many caves in 
the clifflike river banks. Many of the 
caves were wholly or partially flooded 
with water. Inside one of the caves they 
heard a loud disturbance as if enormous 
beasts were fighting. Sanderson and 
Russell then saw part of something 
larger than a hippopotamus break the 
surface, then submerge a moment later.

Later, as the two explorers neared the 
confluence of the Cross River, they saw 
“vast hippolike tracks: although there 
were no hippopotamuses in the area.” 
They were certain the tracks were not 
those of a crocodile. Native informants 
told them that a creature named “embulu- 
em bembe” (Sanderson’s spelling) lived 
in the area and drove the hippos out. In 
1971 Sanderson told a young herpetol­
ogist who while doing fieldwork in 
central Africa heard reports of a similar 
creature that what he had seen in the 
water was the animal’s head, which 
“was bigger than a whole hippo, and the 
tracks were sauropod.”

In 1932 Sanderson was probably un­
aware of the long tradition of mokele 
mbembe, although other zoologists be­
fore him were paying attention to it and 
taking the reports seriously. In 1912 the 
great German naturalist Carl Hagen- 
beck wrote, in his book Beasts and Men, 
of accounts from the interior of Rhode­
sia of an “immense and wholly unknown 
animal. .. half elephant, half dragon,” 
said to dwell in the great swamps. 
“From what I have heard of the animal,” 
he said, “it seems to me that it can only 

be some kind of dinosaur, seemingly 
akin to the brontosaurus. As the stories 
come from so many different sources, 
and all tend to substantiate each other, I 
am almost convinced that some such 
reptile must be still in existence.” 
Hagenbeck actually sent out an expedi­
tion to search for the animal, but the 
explorers, who fell victim to disease and 
hostile natives, were unable to make it 
to the site.

Not long afterwards the German gov­
ernment sent Capt. Freiherr von Stein 
zu Lausnitz on a scientific expedition to 
what is now the northern Congo. While 
there, the captain heard independent 
reports from reliable informants of an 
animal called mokele mbembe. In a 
report on his expedition, von Stein zu 
Lausnitz summarized what he had 
learned of the mysterious beast’s ap­
pearance:

“The animal is said to be of a 
brownish-gray color with a smooth skin, 
its size approximately that of an ele­
phant; at least that of a hippopotamus. 
It is said to have a long and very flexible 
neck and only one tooth but a very long 
one; some say it is a horn. A few spoke 
about a long muscular tail like that of an 
alligator. Canoes coming near it are said 
to be doomed; the animal is said to 
attack the vessels at once and to kill the 
crews but without eating the bodies. 
The creature is said to live in the caves 
that have been washed out by the river 
in the clay of its shores at sharp bends. It 
is said to climb the shore even at daytime 
in search of food; its diet is entirely 
vegetable. This feature disagrees with a 
possible explanation as a myth. The 
preferred plant was shown to me; it is a 
kind of liana with large white blossoms, 
with a milky sap and applelike fruits.” 
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In 1979, while studying crocodiles in 

Gabon, James Powell collected reports 
of an identical animal from a number of 
sources. Later, back in the United 
States, he told Mackal about his find­
ings. Mackal, who is our country’s best- 
known cryptozoologist and author of 
two earlier books on the subject, was 
interested and in 1980 he and Powell 
embarked on an expedition to the 
Congo to find out more. In October 
1981 Mackal returned on a second 
expedition.

A Living Dinosaur? is a vastly enter­
taining account of those two expedi­
tions, told with gusto and humor. Read 
simply as an account of an amazingly 
difficult, dangerous voyage into one of 
the remotest regions of the modern 
world, the book is hard to put down. 
Mackal certainly knows how to tell a 
story. But looming large over all this is 
what Heuvelmans in his introduction 
calls potentially “the greatest zoological 
discovery of the 20th Century — indeed 
of any century.”

Mackal and his colleagues did not see 
the creature, but they heard numerous 
reports and once they were shown a trail 
of broken branches and crushed under­
brush said to have been left by a mokele 
mbembe. They also heard of several 
other large, unknown reptiles, the emela- 
notouka (killer of elephants), a kind of 
triceratops; the mbielu mbielu (the ani­
mal with planks growing out of its back), 
a stegosaur; nguma monene, a snakelike 
dinosaur, and one or two others.

All of this is fantastic, of course, but 
Mackal, as readers ofhis previous books 
know, is no fool. Unlike many scientists 
who immerse themselves in unorthodox 
inquiries, he never forgets he is a scien­
tist; he is always meticulous, cautious
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and critical-minded. He makes a case 
that no open-minded reader will be able 
to dismiss easily. He has written an 
enthralling book.

Best of all, though, he’s making plans 
for a third expedition. Let’s wish him 
the best of luck.

OTHER REVIEWS 
THE MONUMENTS OF MARS by 
Richard C. Hoagland, North Atlantic 
Books, Berkeley, Calif., 1987, 331 
pages, $14.95, paperback.

A science writer and onetime science 
consultant to CBS News during Project 
Apollo’s moon flights, Richard Hoag­
land first saw the controversial “face” 
on Mars when the Viking Orbiter 
photos were sent back to earth during 
the summer of 1976, shortly before the 
Viking probes landed on the red planet’s 
surface. Like everyone else at the press 
briefing, he accepted the NASA spokes­
man’s dismissal of the “face” as an 
illusion of light and shadow.

Several years later he learned of the 
work of two computer-imaging special­
ists, Vincent DiPietro and Gregory 
Molenaar, who had rediscovered the 
NASA photos of the “face” and, on 
undertaking an independent computer 
analysis of them, had determined they 
were pictures of a real object and not an 
illusion.

Hoagland subsequently put together 
his own team of scientists whose in­
vestigation supported the conclusions 
of DiPietro and Molenaar. But during 
that investigation Hoagland became 
convinced there was more than a “face” 
in those NASA photos; he was certain 
he had found the ruins of a “city.”

A “face” could perhaps have been
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carved from that mile-wide rock by the 
thin winds of Mars — but a city? That’s 
more speculation than Di Pietro and 
Molenaar care for. Feeling that the 
“face” is mystery enough, they have 
carefully disassociated their work from 
Hoagland's speculations.

The Monuments of Mars describes 
the features Hoagland sees — the reader 
is invited to look for them in the book’s 
many photos — and details the studies 
he and others have made of them.

You may have trouble seeing Hoag­
land’s “city” in those photos. Like 
Lowell’s famous Martian canals, the 
“city” may be more an artifact of the 
mind than an actual Martian ruin. The 
idea of an intelligent race on Mars some 
500,000 years ago and, moreover, one 
whose appearance, to judge by the 
“face," is markedly like our own flies in 
the face of conventional wisdom.

In any case, a definitive answer may 
be forthcoming in just a few years.

Summer 1988 will see the first of 
several Soviet probes launched toward 
Mars. The 1990 probe is slated to carry 
a robot rover capable of moving about 
on the surface. It will arrive almost 
concurrently with the American Mars 
Observer, a TV-equipped satellite in­
tended to orbit Mars and send back 
pictures of whatever is on the surface. 
That satellite will inevitably pass over 
the region of the “face” and the "city.” 
— George W. Earley.

THE INFINITE BOUNDARY by D. 
Scott Rogo, Dodd, Mead, New York, 
N.Y., 1987, 336 pages, $17.95.

Possession, the taking over of a per­
son’s normal personality by another, 
has long been a subject familiar to
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theologians, psychiatrists and writers of 
occult fiction. Psychical researchers 
have also devoted much thought and 
study to the subject, though this fact is 
not nearly so well known. Even among 
parapsychologists, few are aware that 
some of the best work on the subject has 
been done by members of their own 
profession.

The purpose of The Infinite Boundary 
is to remind us of this forgotten research 
into the boundary between common 
mental illness and the realm of the 
paranormal. The story starts in the early 
1900’s, when James H. Hyslop of the 
American Society for Psychical Re­
search uncovered the case of Frederic 
Thompson, a jeweler who was con­
vinced that he was being controlled by 
the spirit of the deceased landscape 
artist R. Swain Gifford. Hyslop saw 
nothing in the man’s story to suggest 
more than paranoid delusion but to be 
on the safe side he decided to do a little 
checking. He first took Thompson to a 
medium who, without being told any­
thing about the case, revealed a number 
of facts that supported Thompson’s 
story. Later Hyslop discovered that 
some of Thompson's sketches matched 
unfinished and never-exhibited paint­
ings left by Gifford when he died. Others 
represented scenes that Gifford was 
quite familiar with but which Thompson 
had never seen.

Over the years a number of similar 
cases came to Hyslop’s attention, caus­
ing him to conclude that the presence of 
the dead may be a contributing factor in 
some cases of mental illness. Three of 
Hyslop’s associates, neurologist Titus 
Bull, psychologist Walter F. Prince and 
clergyman Elwood Worcester, contin­
ued this work after the investigator’s 

death in 1920, concluding with him that 
spirits of the dead may play an unrecog­
nized role in certain cases of pathologi­
cal behavior.

The book tells the story of this re­
search, complete with case histories. To 
bring the information up to date, D. 
Scott Rogo also reports on the recent 
research of Ralph Allison and M. Scott 
Peck with cases of multiple personality. 
In addition there is an interesting ac­
count of the work being undertaken in 
Brazil to “depossess” people suffering 
from psychiatric disorders. Included 
along the way is a fascinating sidelight 
on the work of Dr. and Mrs. Carl 
Wickland on the Spiritualistic treatment 
of mental illness, with an account of the 
“deliverance ministry” practiced by cer­
tain Christian exorcists today.

A particularly valuable feature of the 
book is the author’s level-headedness in 
treating a subject that has caused more 
than one commentator to lose all critical 
sense. Rogo knows that a therapy may 
work in certain situations without im­
plying anything at all about the validity 
of the therapist’s beliefs, and never does 
he make the mistake, as some have, of 
attributing all mental illness to spirit 
influences. He finds, on the contrary, 
much evidence counting against the 
proposition that spirit obsession is a 
real phenomenon, such as the fact that 
the syndrome seems to vary from place 
to place in accordance with cultural 
expectations. He also finds a number of 
cases in which there can be little doubt 
that the possessing entity was a creation 
of the unconscious mind of the patient.

Still, a number of cases seem to defy 
conventional psychological explana­
tion. Rogo is most impressed with the 
Thompson-Gifford case, together with 
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a few of those reported by Worcester 
and Bull. These, he recognizes, may be 
explained as a product of the subjects’ 
pathological conditions combined with 
a good deal of ES P but he considers this 
theory cumbersome and farfetched. At 
least where the stronger cases are con­
cerned, Rogo finds the spirit theory 
more simple and direct than any other.

Another attractive feature of the 
book is its wealth of new and previously 
unpublished information. Not content 
with simply summarizing the published 
literature, Rogo has done much original 
research on the investigators and their 
subjects. For example, he corresponded 
with Winifred Hyslop about her father’s 
work on spirit obsession and sought out 
and interviewed Grace Gause about her 
work as a sensitive for Titus Bull. He 
also did much original research on the 
Thompson-Gifford case, specifically in 

tracing Thompson’s career as an artist. 
None of this research turned up any­
thing that would cause us to reevaluate 
the written record but it is helpful in 
coming to a more complete understand­
ing of the case than is available from 
Hyslop’s reports alone.

On the debit side the book contains a 
few errors of fact. One occurs on page 
18, where Rogo claims that the original 
American Society for Psychical Re­
search was founded in 1885 as part of a 
British parent organization. This is in­
correct; the AS PR was founded as an 
independent organization which only 
became a branch of the English society 
in 1889. Elsewhere, on page 142, Rogo 
claims that Hyslop had to be extra 
cautious in arranging seances for Doris 
Fischer (of the “Doris” case of multiple 
personality) “since a great deal of in­
formation on the Doris case was in print
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by 1914.” This is also incorrect; at the 
time of these sittings nothing about 
Doris had been printed. Hyslop was 
careful to conceal her identity from the 
psychic.

These small errors aside. The Infinite 
Boundary is generally reliable, well- 
researched and provocative in the best 
sense. It is at once a satisfying account 
of a little-known episode in the history 
of psychical research, a stimulating 
commentary on the possible causes of 
some psychological disorders, and a 
convincing appeal for further research 
on the “infinite boundary" separating 
the living from the dead. — Rodger I. 
Anderson.

GAITHER PRATT: A LIFE FOR 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY edited by Jur­
gen Keil, McFarland & Co., Pub­
lishers, Box 611, Jefferson, N.C. 
28640, 1987, 295 pages, $25.00.

J oseph Gaither Pratt (1910-1979) was 
one of the few full-time professional 
parapsychologists of his generation. His 
research covered a great variety of pro­
jects, in qualitative as well as quanti­
tative studies; his published papers 
(listed in this book’s comprehensive 
bibliography) attest to Pratt’s wide- 
ranging interests. The image of J. G. 
Pratt is nevertheless a pale one and in 
Gaither Pratt: A Life for Parapsychol­
ogy Dr. Jurgen Keil of the University of 
Tasmania has set out to prevent Pratt’s 
memory from fading altogether.

Keil makes a forceful effort to pull 
Pratt from the shadow of Dr. J. B. 
Rhine’s pioneer achievements in estab­
lishing experimental parapsychology on 

★

a platform of academic and public at­
tention. For decades at the Parapsy­
chology Laboratory at Duke University, 
Rhine personified research achievement 
while exercising what Keil calls “auto­
cratic leadership,” with Pratt as his all 
but invisible deputy.

Keil writes, “Rhine provided impor­
tant leadership to the field in the 1930’s, 
when from an historical perspective it 
may have been badly needed, but if 
there were some way of weighing his 
total contributions against those of 
Gaither Pratt, I would not be surprised 
if Pratt’s were found more substantial.”

Keil provides a biographical survey 
of Pratt’s career, including his transfer 
to the University of Virginia in 1964, 
after 25 years with Rhine. The bulk of 
this volume is devoted to reprints of 
seven of Pratt’s major papers, ranging 
from "Appraising Verbal Test Material 
in Parapsychology" (1948), prepared 
jointly with William R. Birge, to “Some 
Notes for the Future Einstein of Para- 
psychology”( 1974). The book ends with 
appraisals by Martin Johnson of Pratt 
as a friend and colleague and by Ian 
Stevenson as a scientist whose work is 
largely unknown to the general public 
but who is a parapsychologist’s para­
psychologist.

In retrospect, the delicate relationship 
between Rhine and Pratt may well have 
fitted their respective personalities, as 
well as their professional and emotional 
needs. This volume, as a joint under­
taking by his colleagues, offers poignant 
testimony to the idealism and loyalties 
that are to be found within the em­
battled field of study to which Gaither 
Pratt devoted his life. — Martin Ebon.
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READERS
These columns of FATE are set aside each month for your comments. Send your opinion 
of articles and stories of unusual occurrences to FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., 
Highland Park, 111. 60035

AUSTRALIAN CLOSE 
ENCOUNTER

On January 22, 1988, Faye Knowles 
and her sons Sean, 21, Patrick, 24, and 
Wayne, 18, were driving on the Nulla- 
bore Plain about 750 miles east of Perth 
in western Australia when they swerved 
to miss a “huge, bright, glowing object” 
in the road. They stopped the car to 
examine the object but quickly sped off 
when they became frightened.

They were fleeing about 70 miles an 
hour down the highway when the egg­
cup-shaped UFO approached them 
from above, sucked their car up from 
the roadway, shook it violently, covered 
it outside and inside with a black pow­
dery ash, damaged the car's roof and 
then dropped the vehicle back to the 
ground with such force as to blow one of 
the car’s tires out.

Crew members on a tuna boat, some 
50 miles away in the Great Australia 
Bight, reported that a UFO first buzzed 
by and then hovered above their boat. 
Within the same time period and area a 
truckdriver reported that he was pur­
sued by a U FO and the crew members of 
yet another shrimpboat reported their 
spotting of a bright light. All the reports 

were filed separately and all witnesses 
were unaware of the others’ observa­
tions.

The Houston Chronicle reported that 
besides the story’s being one of the most 
fantastic UFO encounters in history, 
there are curious points about this inci­
dent that should be recognized. The 
Knowleses reported that their voices 
changed during the episode, and the 
shrimpboat crewmen reported that their 
speech became unintelligible. Coinci­
dentally the inhalation of helium affects 
speech and causes one to talk with a 
chipmunk sound.

Helium is used as a coolant to create 
electrical superconductors, which create 
super powerful magnets used in atomic 
particle accelerators and other advanced 
technological devices. Speculation is 
that flying saucers may be propelled by 
reacting against and / or with the natural 
magnetic fields of earth and space. 
Super magnets may be a necessary 
component of these UFO drive systems. 
The super magnets may have been what 
attracted the Knowleses’car upward to 
the craft.

Could the UFO have been leaking 
helium that was used to cool its super-

lil
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conducting, super magnet propulsion 
system? If the UFO was man-made, the 
use of helium as a coolant is under­
standable. If the craft was from another 
world and its designers were still using 
helium-cooled superconductors while 
our earth scientists are currently devel­
oping room temperature superconduc­
tors, we may be more technically ad­
vanced in some aspects than our visitors. 
—Scott Parker, Beaumont, Tex.

GENETIC MEMORIES
As a professional clinical hypnother­

apist I read with great interest the article 
“Are Past-Life Memories Inherited?” 
(February 1988 Fate)* I use past-life 
regression in therapy quite often with 
amazing success. As a result I have a 
firm belief in reincarnation.

But inherited memories?This presup­
poses that genes and even chromosomes 
can store mega-bytes of information. 
Genetic memory generates habits, feel­
ings, traits, likes, dislikes, even the cause 
of certain psychological dysfunctions. 
This I can accept with little or no 
reservations. But genetic memory that 
stores details, such as the design of a rug 
or a painting, containing the colors, 
sights, sounds and feelings would mean 
the storage of mega-bytes of informa­
tion. With our present knowledge this is 
hard to accept. But if it can be proven, I 
will be the first to welcome this to our 
storehouse of information.

Many of us are brainwashed by the 
religious establishment that the soul is 
created at the time of birth. It lives in the 
body until the death of the body, and 
then it “goes” either to heaven or to hell 
and stays there for eternity. So any 
theories violating this belief are highly 
repugnant and we decry such heretic
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theories as instruments of the devil. But 
here is a biological explanation that 
does not violate our precious religious 
beliefs, so we jump on it with great 
enthusiasm.

1 would like to propose another ex­
planation. It is well known that identical 
twins seem to have amazing telepathic 
abilities and are often aware of what is 
happening to the other even when sep­
arated by great distances. In the cases 
Marge Rieder reports, one of the twins 
had vivid memories. The others’ mem­
ories were somewhat fuzzy without 
many details. Assume that the “soul” 
that inhabits one of the twins or triplets 
did have such experiences in a previous 
life. That fits into our present knowledge 
and beliefs. Then the other twin or 
triplet could get this information by 
telepathy, even though the details would 
be somewhat fuzzy.

1 agree wholeheartedly with Rieder 
that if this can be scientifically verified, 
it could have a strong impact on the 
theory of genetics. 1 would be the first to 
welcome such new learning.

But while we are waiting for this 
proof, we can do some scientific verifi­
cation of the theory I propose. Many 
persons have great telepathic powers or 
abilities. Let’s research with such non­
related persons and see if we can rep­
licate these same findings. This would 
remove the genetic factor and supply 
additional information.

I welcome the thoughts of others on 
the subject. I hope Rieder will continue 
her efforts in this line.—Robert M. 
Shenberger, Ph.D., 15 S. Howard St., 
Roselle. 111. 60172-2015.

Marge Rieder’s research supporting 
the theory of genetically-transferred

Open the door to the long ago and enter...

The MAGICAL WORLD OF THE WIZARD
Throughout the ages ordinary folk have regarded him with awe — as a 

being with uncanny knowledge and supernormal powers.

Here he is — reincarnated in miniature from days long gone. Our 
realistic reproduction embodies archetypal images of the wizard in our 
deepest unconscious. This is what he looked like — the authentic one, the 
genuine thing. He has all the legendary features ... starred robe ... owl 
familiar perched on shoulder ... miniature crystal ball in hand ... eyes 
aglow.

Contemplate him — he will cast a spell over your imagination  and open 
the door to that never-never land where magic rules.

Handcrafted of hydracal plaster and hand-painted, with glass crystal 
ball and glitter stones set in eyes and rings. Cushioned base prevents 
scratches. Two sizes available:

Approx. 18" - $49.95 + $5.00 P/H U.S., $9.00 foreign. 
Approx. 12V4" — $35.95 + $3.50 P/H U.S., $6.50 foreign.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035



PERSONAL SERVICES
Are you offering astrology, numerology or card 
readings; answering questions or giving advice; or 
furnishing some other form of direct personal contact 
by mail with FATE readers? If so, you qualify for

PERCEIVE YOUR FUTURE TODAY! 

INTUITIVE CONSULTA TION 
Amazing Perceptions by George Szorenyi 

Answer your specific questions on finances, 
career, love, etc. Discover what fantastic 
changes are coming! Master your destiny. 
Achieve success. Attract fulfilling relation­
ships. 10 questions $20.00. Full reading plus 
questions - taped $32.00. ACT NOW!

Consultations by phone: 213-382-0599
Check. M.C., Visa, Amex. Discovercard. 

Give card no., expir. date, signature.
PERCEPTIONS

3610 West 6th, #964 
Los Angeles, CA 90020

ADVERTISED
IN

FATE!
FATE reaches more readers than any other 
magazine in its field! If your offer is of interest to 
readers in this field. FATE can he more

Ask for ad rates today!
FATE Magazine - Adv. Dept.

500 Hyacinth Place

AKASHIC READING
Amazing impressions of your two past lives, telling 
who, what and where "you’’ were—your loves, talents, 
etc. Send $30, photo (returned) and birth date, place. 
Rev E Hessel. 18 Barbey St. Brooklyn. N.Y 11207

St. Madonna’s Temple of Light
5 Questions Answered.

In-depth Trance Reading. $10. 
Cn Cassette Tape. $20.

Send stamped self-addressed

REV. JENNIE EASTERLING 
900 Cook Blvd. 

Bradley, IL 60915

birthdate

Clients say: “AMAZING RESULTS!"
Insightful answers to 3 questions, $7 & postage. 
Counsel, wonder-working prayer on problems: money, 
well-being, happiness, $12, —Rev. Jeanette Moius. 
P.O.Box 188, Northridge, СА 91328__________

YOUR MONEY BACK ' 
IF MY PREDICTIONS 

DON’T HAPPEN!

Tarot Master & Numerologist 
Predicts Your 12-Month Future 

For Only $12.00
AND PERSONALLY ANSWERS 
ANY QUESTIONS YOU ASK, 

ABSOLUTELY FREE!
Send: FULL NAME AT BIRTH - FULL 
BIRTHDATE - BIRTH PLACE - $12.00. 
Allow 3-week delivery. (Canada & Overseas: 
Money Order, U.S. Funds)

To: JULIEN - P.O. BOX 594-FT 
Idyllwild, Calltomia 92349

YOl/R QUESTIONS ANSWERED FREE!



PERSONAL SERVICES
the special rates on display advertising in this popular 
section. Write for rate information: Advertising Dept., 
FATE Magazine, 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, 
Ill., 60035. Or phone: (312) 433-8100.

ADDISON
NOTED PSYCHOMETRIST
Answers 5 questions .. $10.00
Aura Reading.............. $20.00
Numerology Reading ... $20.00 

Send photo & birthdate.
ADDISON, Box 358 

Rensselaer, NY 12144

DREAM ANALYST
Will interpret your dream messages, 

answers, future! 
Send $5 and details of dreams to:

ROUVAN
POB 1345 

Alhambra,

“SYLVIA THE WITCH"
I will cast a spell for you. 
Tell me what you want.

$10.00
One year membership, 

unlimited spells, $100.00
P.O. Box 30581, Portland OR 97230

SOULMATE LOVE

BOBBI - VAN
PERSONAL
LIFE
CONSULTANT

Bad luck - Bad vibes - Negative Thinking - 
Destiny - Karma - Fate? Discover your uni­
que place in the universe while mastering 
these forces and turning them into enlight­
enment and positive energy. Your very own 
astrological link to the "NEW AGE" is the 
key. Change your life now and forever. 
Complete free information write:
B.V.I., Box 585A, New York, NY 10468. 
Phone: (212) 601-3025.

IS IT TRUE LOVE?
Is this the love ot your life? Is It good enough for 

marriage? What is missing to keep you from being 
happy together? I will tell you the vital points of 
your relationship.

Irene Hamlen Stephenson
P.O. Box 3893-FT2 BIORHYTHM
Chatsworth, CA 91313 COMPATIBILITY

□ Enclosed is $19 for an INDEPTH 
COMPATIBILITY (2 birthdates: month, day. year)

Prepare now for events to come on planet 
earth. Join other loving souls for a fulfilled 
life. Learn how to survive, prosper, and be 
the healthy, loving person you want to be. 
If you are at a turning point, or need new 
life direction, WRITE for free Information:

DR. BRIAN SEABROOK, D.D.
P.O. Box 31129

Phoenix, AZ 85046 USA

You may ask oneques' 
with your order. I will;

Send your self-addressed stamped envelope 
for a FREE newsletter on the famous.

City/Slate/Zi|



116 FATE

I CLASSIFIEDS
Order Form

FATE Magazine
I 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035 [
•
J I submit the Classified ad below under the ■ 
I conditions stated in the Classified heading on J 
I page 117.
• I

• I enclose $________ for_________ words |
J at the rates checked: □ SI.40 per word, one • 
I time; □ SI.35 per word. 3 times; □ SI.30 per J
• word. 6 times; □ SI.25 per word. 9 times; □ I 
J SI.20 per word. I2 times.

Name

I_________________ I
■ Address

;_____________ :
I City State Zip !■

memories as a preferred alternate ex­
planation for the past-life recall often 
attributed to soul return through rein­
carnation is a prime example of sloppy 
pseudoscience. All the data which she 
interprets as supporting the physical/ 
biochemical/genetic  transfer of memory 
can be reinterpreted as equally support­
ive of soul reincarnation. But one aspect 
of her data is even more suggestive of 
reincarnation than of genetically-based 
racial memory.

Unless one postulates that an entire 
life span's experiences are prepro­
grammed at conception or shortly 
thereafter, it would be logical for mem­
ories to either be cut off or shift in 
viewpoint from subjective to that of an 
observer, at the time the genetic material 
(egg or sperm) separated from the par­
ent. But Rieder’s twins and triplets carry 
subjective memories of entire lifetimes, 
long past the births of the descendants 
who she supposes were the route of 
transfer of those memories.

It seems just as likely that a single 
soul, entering a zygote which later splits, 
would split, and carry identical mem­
ories in the twin bodies, as it is for 
“memory genes" to do that splitting.

The theory of soul groups reincarnat­
ing together time after time is equally as 
convincing as an explanation for her 
triplets’ memories of former lives as 
twins, as Rieder’s idea of a gene which 
recombines mysteriously in a new gen­
eration. If closely associated souls were 
to choose to come back together, what 
better candidates for them could there 
be than those of twins?

I am not a “believer” in reincarnation, 
but I do believe that anything that 
purports to be scientific research should 

(Continued on page 127)



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Classifieds are subject to approval and editing. Rates per word are $1.40 one time; $1.35 three times; $1.30 six times; 
$1.25 nine times; $1.2012 times. Payment must accompany order and may be made monthly, prior to closing, on series 
insertions. Classifieds are noncommissionable. First few words of copy only are capitalized. No bold type or boxes. 
Include name and address in word count. Zip code is free. Advertisers are required to submit samples of literature, 
samples or descriptions of products, and information on qualifications to perform a service. Classified columns close 
on the 5th of each month for issues dated three months later, on sale two months later. Send orders to: Advertising 
Dept., FATE Magazine. 3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035.

ANGELS

GUARDIAN ANGELS—Discover amazing 
facts concerning their existence! Free details! 
— Mamre, I30I-O Sherwood, Oxford, AL 
36203

ANCIENT TEACHINGS

LEARN ANCIENT Egyptian secrets! Excit­
ing new course. Prospectus, $1,00 — UEA, 
Box 90062, San Diego, CA 92109

FORMULAE FOR MONEY, love, success, 
beauty, levitation, invisibility, etc. For in­
formation write: Ancient Secrets. 2167 48th 
Ave. #D, Oakland. CA 94601

THE CHURCH OF LIGHT Hermetic Cor­
respondence Course in Astrology. Alchemy. 
Magic. Tarot. Numerology. Free literature.

Dept. F. P.O. Box 76862, L.A.. CA 90076.

“POWER OF ZEUS!" $2.00-Moltis. PO 
Box 3646. Manchester, NH 03015

JESUS NEVER EXISTED! Positive proof 
Flavius Josephus created fictional Jesus, 
authored Gospels. Scholarly booklet, $4.00. 

Abelard, Box 5652-M, Kent. WA 98064

ASTROLOGY

PERSONAL COMPUTER ACCURATE 
horoscope,$12. Send birthdate, time, place, 
$1.50 s/h with payment to Personal Astro 
Services, 128 Jade, Corpus Christi. TX 
78409. Write for other reports.

ASTROLOGICAL CHARTS include plan­
ets, houses, aspects and heart rendering 
interpretation. 8+ pages attractively printed. 
$10. Send birth date, birthplace and birth 
time to: Neil Albala, Box 2346-F, Tucson. 
AZ 85702. 602-884-1177.

ASTROLOGY NATAL REPORTS, $15 
U.S. Yearly transits, $30 U.S. Both, $30 U.S. 
Print name, birth date, place, time, am or pm 
if possible. Money order only. —Curtis 
Rosen, Box 12, RR I. Diamond View Site, 
Quesnel. B.C. Canada V2J 3H5

ZODIAC MEMO MAGNETS. $1.35 each.
Specify sign. — Modern Advertising, Box 
142, Salisbury, MO 65281.

ASTROLOGY. NUMEROLOGY, TAROT. 
$5.00 a question.—Luv, Box 28723, Dallas, 
TX 75228

BIORHYTHM

COMPUTERIZED BIO-CHART, send 
your birth date and $5.00/year or $.50/ 
month to: D&J Enterprises, P.O. Box 1283, 
Placentia, CA 92670

BIORHYTHM CALENDAR, computer 
generated, 26-page monthly forecasting chart 
with legend, $ 12.95. Free calendar with every 
four ordered. Seno name, birth and starting 
date to: Gem-Air, Dept. F-6, P.O. Box 
801661. Dallas. TX 75380. For free info, 
send SASE.

SINE WAVE CURVES hand drawn. Red, 
blue & green ($1 mo.). $9/year includes 
compatibility calculated for any two birth 
dates free! Send birth dates, months wanted 
& fee to: Lloyd at P.O. Box 138, Jasper, OR 
97438

BOOKS-FOLIOS

OCCULT BOOKS. Lists 25c. Collins 
Books. Box 168, Appalachia, VA 24216

FORBIDDEN TRUTHS exposed that 
churches hide. Free information. Send 
SASE. — Don Murphy, 5505 Indian River 
Rd.. Virginia Beach. VA 23464117



BOOKS-FOLIOS

WITCHCRAFT, ASTROLOGY, occult 
books. Catalog, S2.00, refundable with 
order. — Mooonrise, Box 405, Buffalo, NY 
14205

WITCHCRAFT SPELLS - revealing an­
cient power secrets show how to cast spells to 
get what you want. — Box 9133-AN. 
Greensboro, NC 27429

WHICH GEMSTONES are right for you? 
Wearing the correct gemstones may benefit 
your health, lifestyle, job, etc! For your 
gemstone guidebook and money-saving cou­
pon good toward a custom-made necklace, 
send $11.50 to: Wish Upon A Star, 9724 
Cedarvale, Arlington, WA 98223-8607

SEXCR1M ES: “Century’s Most Bizarre Sex 
Crime” plus 30 more strange, colorful cases 
on sex-related crimes, offenses, and disputes. 
Absolutely authentic: official court decisions 
specially edited for easy, fascinating reading. 
US $8.00 plus p/h ($2 US, $4 foreign). 30- 
day priceback satisfaction guarantee. — 
Mathom Press, Box 64770-122 CF6, Los 
Angeles, CA 90064

PRACTICAL METAPHYSICS. Free book­
let. Perfect Reality, Dept. AF, Box 366, 
Elkhorn, NE 68022

ATTRACT LOVE into your life. Proven 
method. $3.95. Corsiatto, Box 21 FT, 
Farmingdale, NY 11735

KUNDALINI The Secret of Life. Discover 
the divine power sleeping within. $5.50. — 
Omni Spectum, Dept. FMK, 12083 Weiman, 
Hell. Ml 48169

UNIQUE BOOKS AND PAPERS, SASE.
— Jaqua, M-793, Road 7. Napoleon, OH 
43545________________________________

RAINBOW’S END BOOKSTORE. Catalog 
of psychic books, includes tapes for medita­
tion and relaxation. Send $2.00 which ap­
plies to first order. — P.O. Box 9843, 
Greensboro, NC 27429

AMAZING GLIMPSES of the future. Book 
contains over 700 predictions & trends which 
may affect your life! $15.00. — Jack 
Richards. Box 206, Woodland, CA 95695 

OUTOF PRINT BOOKFINDER. 2035-F 
Everding, Eureka, CA 95501. Send wants

STARSEED BOOKSHOP Metaphysical 
book and supply catalog, $3.00. P.O.Box 
486-F, Whitmore Lake, MI 48189

M ASTER THE SECRETS of Psychometry! 
Alexr. Verner’s book tells how you can 
psychometrize objects to reveal valuable 
information you need for success. Send 
$2.95. META, Box 6064PS, Long Island 
City, NY 11106

RUDOLF STEINER’S BOOKS on spiritual 
science, reincarnation, meditation, karma, 
medicine, esoterics. Christology. Free catalog. 
— Anthroposophic Press, Bell's Pond, Suite 
20, Star Rt., Hudson, NY 12534

AN INTRODUCTION to Psychic Studies, 
by Hal Banks. An absorbing, practical 
course pursuing the world beyond the 5 
senses. Explores reincarnation, spiritualism, 
the ouija board, parapsychology, appari­
tions, hell, the trance, levitation, psycho­
kinesis, psychic healing. 140 pages, large 
format, soft bound. $ 11.95 + $ 1.00 U.S. and 
$2.00 foreign p/h. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park. IL 60035

SPIRIT FRIENDS REVEAL SECRETS 
for successful living! Alexr. Verner's per­
sonal book tells how you can communicate 
with them. Send $2.95. META, Box 
6064SA. Long Island City, NY 11106

ASTRAL WORLD reveals life’s mysteries! 
Swami Panchadasi’s powerful new book 
gives you the secret key to astral projection. 
Send $2.95. Guaranteed. META. Box 
6064FA, Long Island City, NY 11106

WALK-IN CHANNEL ROSE books: "Man 
Know Thyself.”"Be Thy Real Self.”"Medi­
tation and Cosmic Consciousness” and many 
others. Information: send self-addressed 
stamped envelope. Magi Center. Box 1166. 
Paradise, CA 95969

BOOKS ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS, 
metaphysics, all facets of standard occult. 
Free catalog of Weiser publications if you 
send $1.00 to cover postage to: Samuel 
Weiser. Inc., Box 612, York Beach, ME 
03910118



MENTAL INFLUENCE gets results! How 
to influence others with your thoughts. 
Dominate power! Amazing book reveals 
secrets of mind power you need to achieve 
success, happiness. Send S2.95. Guaranteed.

META, Box 6064FS, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE! Free bro­
chure. AP. Box 343, Woodridge, NJ 
07075

MASTER MENTAL TELEPATHY! How 
to make it work for you. Quick, easy method 
for developing telepathic powers. Send $2.95

META, Box 6064FT, Long Island City, 
NY 11106

ARE YOU SEARCHING? Free catalog 
listing many books in the field of parapsy­
chology, comparative religions, gems and 
stones, astrology and other related subjecis.— 
Hiawatha Book Co., 7567 N.E. 102 Ave., 
Bondurant, 1A 50035

SECRET OF TIME TRAVEL! (Future). 
Discover who you were—what you did in 
past lives. Simple, safe, effective technique. 
Send $5.95 META, Box 6064ST. Long 
Island City, NY 11106

SWEDENBORG’S Heaven and Hell, $6.00.
Last Judgement, $5.50. - Bowman Brackin, 
4919 18 Ave. S, Minneapolis. MN 55417

MAKING AFFIRMATIONS WORK. 
Manuscript. $5.50 ppd.—Upstat, P.O. Box 
1413, Riverside, CA 92501

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

“HOW TO OPEN Your Own Occult Book- 
store”39-page report. $11.00 to: Jim Bardon, 
1344 High #1-FA, Denver. CO 80218

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, 
simple, portable. Free details. Bumper 
POB 22791 (NC), Tampa. FL 33622

CRYSTALS

SEND FOR CRYSTAL CATALOG! Free 
crystal included. Mediation and energy crys­
tals. crystal balls, hearts, pendants, healing, 
spiritual, beautiful. Crystal Sensations. 
Box 521003, Longwood. FL 32752-1003 

CRYSTAL EARRINGS. Attract instant 
notice wearing these gorgeous, gemlike ear­
rings of imported 32% lead crystal with 
facets of glittering brilliance. Two styles for 
pierced ears! 11mm teardrop-shaped crystal 
on gold-tone kidney wires or 6mm round­
shaped studs on silver-tone posts. Expensive 
looking, but only $7.95 plus $1.00 postage/ 
handling each pair. Please be sure to specify 
teardrop or round style—Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249. Highland Park, IL 60035

FOOTHILLS QUARTZ CRYSTAL, jewel­
ry, books, more! Catalog: Box 10432, Den­
ver, CO 80210. We have scepters!

GENUINE QUARTZ CRYSTALS, smoky 
quartz, amethyst, crystal balls, pyramids, 
wands, jewelry. Free price list — Crystal 
Age. P.O. Box 32061, Chicago, IL 60632

FREE CRYSTAL QUARTZ NECKLACE 
when you purchase any two 16-inch genuine 
gemstone necklaces! Amethyst (square 
beads). $1 LOO. Garnet (round), $9.00. Lapis 
Lazuli (chips), $12.00. Rose quartz (round), 
$8.00. Carnelian (round), $8.00. Crystal 
quartz, (round), $8.00. Brochure, $1.00 
(refundable). See ad under“Books.” Wish 
Upon A Star, 9724 Cedarvale, Arlington, 
WA 98223-8607

CABALAH

ALL ABOUT PRACTICAL CABALAH. 
Secrets of the Royal Road and magical prac­
tices. Free information, kindly enclose 
SASE: Quantal Publishing, Box 1598-S, 
Goleta, CA93I16

DOWSING

DOWSING FOR GOLD. Instructions, 
$2.00. - Elsico, GPO Box 022095, Brook­
lyn, NY 11202-0045

ALL ABOUT DOWSING. Complete cata­
log. Step-by-step instructional books, 55 
minute VHS and Beta video cassettes, dows­
ing devices, pendulums, swing-rods, original 
Cameron Aurameter, world’s most sensitive 
dowsing device, for all your remote locating 
needs. Life Understanding Foundation, 
Box 30305, Santa Barbara, CA 93130
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DREAMS

YOU DREAMS have meaning and impor­
tance. Book unlocks their secrets. $4.00 — 
Piedmont Press, (F6), Box 17455, Portland, 
OR 97217

ENERGY

ORGONE ENERGY BLANKETS. A life 
energy charging device invented by Wilhelm 
Reich M D. For experimental purposes only, 
no claims made. Multi-Wave Oscillator: A 
high voltage Tesla coil device invented by 
George Lakhovsky. Info pack $5.00 (refund 
with order).—Super Science, Dept. F, P.O. 
Box 392, Dayton, OH 45409

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS

EXPERT HANDWRITING ANALYST. 
For informative "Paper Portrait” send full 
page handwriting on unlined paper. $25.00 
profile, $50.00 Comprehensive, $100.00 All- 
inclusive Assessment. SASE for informa­
tion. — LAD, Box 63, St. George, UT 84770

HEALTH

EASY SLIMMING inspired by relaxing 
audiocassette. Your satisfaction guaranteed. 
Order now, only $10. — Janssen’s West-F, 
1306 Bon Rea, Reno, NV 89503-1601

SU PER-INTELLIGENCE! Amazing results 
guaranteed. — EDEF, Box 1462, Glendora, 
CA 91740

LIVE 200 YEARS? Doctors-suppressed 
health discoveries revealed. Shocking 20- 
page report, $10.00, tax-deductible. — 
MA1HA, Bonnerdale, AR 71933

THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE use Vita 
Florum flower essence. Helps direct con­
sciousness into calm, unitive, constructive 
states of being and awareness — Vita Flo- 
rum, Box 85, Station A, Toronto, M5W IA2 
Canada

HYPNOSIS

HYPNOTHERAPY TERMINOLOGY. 
Latest New-Age definitions. Free. — Biojoy, 
(FMB-103), 6309 Wurzbach, San Antonio, 
TX 78240

EARN INCOME as a Registered Hypnotist. 
Audiocassette course teaches you how. Con­
trol weight, smoking, habits. Includes self­
hypnosis. $69.96. Free brochure. — Hypno­
sis Course, Box 9907-F, Reno, NV 89507- 
9907

INSTRUCTION

HUMAN MINDS ANONYMOUS. All 
humans think. It’s what you do best. Now 
forming a Synergetic Think Tank network 
that may bring our best to solving omni­
earth crisis. No preconceived bias. Delphi 
techniques used. Details-startup send $5.00 
to: HMA Foundation, Box 661, Strasburg, 
CO 80136

HELP YOURSELF TO SUCCESS. Learn 
Tarot, Numerology at home with personal 
attention of your teacher. Free information. 
— Lioux Astro Center, 117 Wesley, Capi­
tola, CA 95010.408-475-1952.

LEARN POWERFUL SECRETS of gen­
uine Occultism and Magic. Internationally 
known mystic and author is now accepting 
serious students for intuitive guidance and 
evaluation. Send recent photo, birth date, 
and brief letter stating past studies, experi­
ence and what you wish to accomplish to: 
Dr. William Alexander Oribello, P.O. Box 
40083, Philadelphia, PA 19106

DEGREES IN PARAPSYCHOLOGY, 
Hypnotherapy, Medical Nutrition and many 
other fields. Bachelor's, Master’s, and Doc­
torates through home study. Send $2.00 for 
catalog to: St. John’s University 31916 (F) 
Pat's Lane, Springfield, LA 70462

PERFORM AUTHENTIC Tarot readings 
with the “Tarot Classic Fortune Teller Gift 
Set.” Ideal for beginners and advanced stu­
dents. Includes 78-card Tarot deck in full 
color, 240-page illustrated book, and large 
illustrated guide sheet for ancient 10-card 
spreads. Complete in attractive sleeve-box 
for display and storage, $21.95 plus $1.50 
postage-handling. — Venture Bookshop, 
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

UNEXPECTED TRUTHS of better living 
and loving. Free information. — Growth, 
Dept. 284-F, 18653 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, 
CA 91356

120



READ PALMS! Deck of 56 Palmistry 
Cards and instruction booklet give the basic 
know-how of palm reading. Devised by 
expert palmists. Can be used as a game that 
explores the future. $13.95 plus $1.50 post­
age-handling. — Venture Bookshop, P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

MAGAZINES
INTUITIVE EXPLORATIONS - contro­
versial topics. $1.00/month; $10.00/year. — 
Box 561 Quincy, IL 62306-0561 

“REVELATIONS OF AWARENESS" 
Cosmic Newsletter. Astonishing channel­
ings! Trial copy free! Cosmic Awareness, 
Box 115-H, Olympia, WA 98507

“COSMIC VOYAGE" newsletter. Cosmic 
awareness reveals remarkable truths for 
"total-self’ development in profound yet 
practical words. Also covers up-to-date 
health news, insights on global issues and 
more. Free informational brochure.—Cos­
mic Voyage, P.O. Box 116-D, McMinnville, 
OR 97128

DELUXE BINDERS give your copies of 
FATE the appearance of bound volumes at 
modest cost. Binders are a leather-like 
brown, sturdy, with FATE stamped in gold 
on cover and spine. Each protects and or­
ganizes 12 issues. Handsome dress-ups for 
your library for only $8.95 each plus $1.50 
each postage-handling. — FATE Magazine, 
3510 Western Ave.. Highland Park, IL6OO35

PSYCHIC NEWS from England. Weekly 
Spiritualist newspaper—world’s largest cir­
culation. Dollar brings three get acquainted 
copies, reduced price subscription details.— 
Psychic News, F, 20 Earlham St.. London 
WC2H 9LW England.

PROSPERITY NEWSLETTER for new 
thought, new age, positive-, success-, pros­
perous-thinking people. Inspirational, up­
lifting. helpful! Golden Key Ministry- 
Unity, Box 1463-F, Mesa, AZ 85211-1463

MISCELLANEOUS
OVERCAME ALL that needs to be over­
come. New secrets of life channeled by Elion. 
$3.95. — Corsiatto, Box 21, Farmingdale, 
NY 11735

ARE YOU INTERESTED in accumulating 
wealth, good health, and all the good things 
in life? I will show you how to get them. Send 
$5.00 to Cliff Rook, 2660 South Greens 
Ferry, Coeur D’ Alene, ID 83814

SEEKERS DIRECTORY connects you 
with others. Free information, SASE. — 
Dimensions, Box 251-F, Dalles, OR 97058

HOW TO TRANSFORM your life, without 
trying. Send SASE. — The Candid Register, 
13 Church Hill Rd., Durham, NH 03824

SLYV1A THE WITCH’S most powerful 
wicca amulet, $19.00. — Box 30581, Port­
land, OR 97230

ASTROLOGY. PALMISTRY AND 
Tarot notecards and notepads. Beautifully 
designed pastel cards are blank on the inside 
for your own messages. Send for samples. 
$1.50 + .50 p/ h.—Lucky Ladybug Artworks, 
P.O. Box 852, Auburn, IN 46706

DO YOU LONG FOR PEACE? Find it 
within yourself through Christian medita­
tion. For free information write: Universal 
Life, The Inner Religion, P.O. Box 5053, 
New Haven, CT 06525

MONEY
REVEALED: Most highly promoted “se­
cret" moneymaking methods! Send $2: 
Offers, Dept. Е, POB 6032, San Jose, CA 
95150

NUMEROLOGY
PERSONAL PROFILE Numberscope in­
cludes supercharged lucky numbers. Goal 
oriented spiritual birthday, unique personal 
chart. Send full birth name, birth date and 
$10.00 to Rev. Ann Burgle, P.O. Box 2657, 
Dublin, CA 94568

MAKE YOUR OWN lucky numbers. It’s 
easy and it's fun! Any number of digits you 
want. Astrology forecast through the year 
2000 included free with order. $10.00 ppd. 
-Claire Co., P.O. Box 51943, San Jose, CA 
95121

FREE LUCKY NUMBERS. Win often! 
Send birth date, SASE. — Mystic, Box 2009- 
F, Jamestown, NC 27282
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PERSONAL

TELEPHONE READINGS. $10.00. 217-
222-9082. Mail, $5.00 - Gloria Reiser, Box 
561, Quincy, IL 62306-0561

GIFTED LOUISANA LADY Gena. Tarot 
reading, $10.00 — Box 20043. Phoenix, AZ 
85036 

1 CAN HELP! Gifted advisor answers all 
personal questions. Prompt confidential 
reply. Three questions, $5.00, SASE. — 
Norma, Box 21. Farmingdale, NY 11735 

“ANN" helps with all problems! Tried 
others? No results? A new spirit friendship 
awaits you! Send request with $5.00. No 
checks. Quick personal reply! — “Ann," Box 
4853F, Huntsville. AL 35815

CONFUSED/ DEPRESSED? Answers and 
hidden factors revealed. Tarot/intervision. 
Skilled and sincere. Send yours, others’ 
name, birth date, stamp. $5.00 donation. No 
checks please. — Jacqueline. Suite311,6393 
Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15206

PALMISTRY: Discover your life path. 
Send $10.00 and photocopy of hands to: 
PalMar, 2116 E. Arapaho, #557, Richard­
son. TX 75081

INTUITIVE TAROT READINGS answer 
questions. 30-minute reading, $25.00 - 
Sashawnnah, Box 789-B, Holland, OH 43528

INSIGHT THROUGH CRYSTAL sun 
power. Questions, $2.00 each. — William 
Sherwood, 975 38th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 
95062

SYLVIA THE WITCH. Known as the most 
powerful in existence. Tell me what you 
want. I will cast a spell for you. $10.00. 
Coven, $19.00. Yearly membership, free 
spells, $100.00. — Box 30581, Portland, OR 
97230

PROFESSIONAL NUMEROLOGIST. 
Graduate student of Lioux Astro Center and 
an expert in this field. Personalized readings 
are far superior to computerized. For further 
information send self addressed, stamped 
envelope to: Elisha, Box 1134, Eagar, AZ 
85925

HAVING RELATIONSHIP problems— 
mate, child, parent, boss? I can help you 
resolve them. Send yours, other’s full birth 
name, birth date, $10. — Jeanne Helton, PO 
Box 4843, Stockton, CA 85204

TAROT READING and meditation, $5.00. 
— Kat, !8719Talisman, Hesperia,CA92345

UNHAPPY, problems you can’t answer? 
Your problems will be taken within the circle 
13. Using our psychic powers to help with 
your problems. For information, send $1.00 
for p&h to: Circle 13, P.O. Box 952, Dept. F, 
Hopewell, VA 23860

JOIN “NEW AGE” friendship club! $10/ 
year. Members — free newsletter. Info/ $ 1.00 
— Gnostic Times, RD # I, Box 75-C (F), Port 
Crane, NY 13833

LUCE-MARIE, spiritual foreseer. 24 years 
experience. Five questions for $5.00, SASE. 
- Box 2042, Paso Robles, CA 93447

PERSONALIZED, no computerized com­
patibility readings, $25. Friends? Lovers? 
Business associates? Send questions, photos 
and birth dates of both people for an insight­
ful, taped consultation to: Psychic Consul­
tants, Inc., P.O. Box 197, Midland, Ml 
48640

ESP LABORATORY. The new research 
service group can help you. For FREE 
information write: ESP Lab of Texas, Box 
216,219 South Ridge Drive, Edgewood, TX 
75117

KYLLENE AND NORNA, hereditary 
Greek and Norse witches, will work spells. 
SASE. — P.O. Box 830394, Stone Moun­
tain, GA 30083-0007

YOUR PERSONAL POWER revealed in 
channeled report. $2.00. — Jean Danielsen, 
701 Pheasant, McHenry, IL 60050

PERSONAL CARD READING for fun, 
guidance and special insight, $10.00. — 
Henry Smyth, Box 721302, Corpus Christi, 
TX 78482

PETS ARE PSYCHIC TOO! Send birth 
date, picture, sex of your pet for reading. 
$25.00. Genie, P.O. Box 64, Bradley. IL 
60915
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CHANNELER. READER, gives caring 
advice. Money, love, health, work, future. 
Send handwritten note, questions/ problems, 
$25.00. - Rev. Carroll. Box 533. Hemet, CA 
92343

GIFTED READER brings insight and 
guidance to questions/problems. $1.00 per 
request. Full name and birth date. — 
Whispering Hope, P.O. Box 19858, Indiana­
polis. IN 46219

TAROT READINGS by mail. One ques­
tion. $5.00. Three questions, $10.00. Full 
reading, $25.00. Write M. Escalet, 13 
Fletcher St., Kennebunk, ME 04043

HAYFEVER? Relief without drugs. Patent 
invention. Brochure, $1.00 cash.—Cottle’s, 
14 Melbourne Road, Doncaster, DN4OUN, 
Yorkshire, England.

GET HELP WITH ANY PROBLEM from 
famed astrologer Russ Durocher. Send ques­
tions. birth date, birth time, birthplace, and 
$ 15.00 to Russ Durocher, Box 118, Rindge, 
NH 03461

SUSAN FORD, readings, meet your spirit 
guides, past lives. Half-price introductory 
offer. Box 74872-F, Los Angeles. CA 90004

PYRAMID HEALING Temple Ministry. 
Send small picture with spiritual healing 
request. $10.00 donation requested. — Rev. 
Elizabeth Maxwell. P.O. Box 371, Holtville, 
CA 92250

CONSULT THE RUNES. $10.00/page,
SASE. Cathleen, 3012 Butterfield, 
Yakima, WA 98901

ANITA, six questions, $5.00. Full reading, 
$10.00. Box 961, Scarboro. ME 04074- 
0961

CARD READING. Write: Linda, P.O. Box 
6476. Wheeling, WV 26003

SPELLS PERFORMED immediately! 
Don’t wait until it’s too late! Write: Floren­
tine, Box 5387. High Point, NC 27262 

FREE “TACAMOCHAN" GEMSTONE. 
Ancient legendary talisman for gaining 
money, love, luck, protection. Limit one per 
family. For yours, write Mayahouse, Box 
9831, Ft. Worth, TX 76107

GIFTED WITCH OFFERS introductory 
spell. Powerful! $2.00.—Karen, Box 942, 
Bellflower, CA 90706

MIRACLE SPELLS! All kinds! $5.00,- 
Glorianna, Box 20873-M, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73120

ORACLE taps universal consciousness. 
Answers five questions. $5.00. — Victoria 
O’Neill, Box 2070, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009

CINDY, past, future. Eight questions, $5.00 
- Box 1753, Decatur, IL 62525

TAROT READINGS plus free gift. One 
question, $3.00. Three questions, $8.00. Full 
reading, $15.00. Payable to: Naturopathy 
Institute, Box 533, Hewlett, NY 11557

JACQUELINE, psychometric Tarot reader, 
1211 Choctaw St., Jupiter, FL 33458. Five 
questions, $5.00.

SPELLWORK: Love, money, success, 
power, protection. $11.00 donation.— 
Brother Bob, Box 14115, Cleveland, OH 
44114

REMARKABLE INTUITIVE READING! 
30 years’ experience. Questions answered, 
$18.00. Past life reading, birth date helpful, 
$18.00. Money order please.—Sybil How­
arth, BCM/Camomile, London WC1N 
3XX, England

FREE faith handkerchief. Prayer requests — 
Universal Prayer Group, Box 42, Mira 
Loma, CA 91732-0042

OCCULT WITCHCRAFT CLUB. World­
wide membership, male and female. Send 
dollar bill to: Baraka Aegis, The Golden 
Wheel. Liverpool L153HT England

CONTESSA AMAYA, world famous POWERFUL HEREDITARY WARLOCK 
Romany seer answers three questions. will cast spells for money, love, luck, protec- 
$10.00, birth dates. — P.O. Box 6001, San- tion. Free details.— Raphiel, Box 470815, 
turce, Puerto Rico, 00914, USA Ft. Worth, TX 76147123



PERSONAL

FREE TRUTH about evil spirits. — Ruth, 
948-T Maxwell, Nashville, TN 37206 

$2.00 PER QUESTION. Send three or more 
questions, birth date, hair color and stamped 
envelope. Barrett, 3049 Lydius St.. Sche­
nectady, NY 12303

LURKING WITHIN YOU, is there a 
stranger? A person you don't understand? A 
voice you can't hear? The subconscious who 
knows secrets of wealth, success and happi­
ness the Other You might never discover? 
Remove the veil of secrecy! Discover life can 
be richer than you ever dreamed! Send for 
free book! Write Rose Dawn, Box 2710, 
Dept. FC-88, San Antonio. TX 78299

FREE! 1988 LIFE CYCLE REPORT, 
reveals more than Astrology. Send birth date 
with large self-addressed stamped envelope. — 
Koenig. Box 1166, Paradise, CA 95969

SCOTTISH CONSULTANT, James Cam­
eron, Cloich-mhile. Stanley, Perth PHI 4PU 
Scotland. Detailed, insightful reading, 
$10.00 cash/m.o.

PRODUCTS

AMEN-RA CONCEPTS. Egyptian car­
touche t-shirts, your name in hieroglyphs, 
the holy symbols, also jewelry and perfumes, 
objects d'art, books. Send $2 for catalog, 
refundable with purchase. Box 40285, 
Long Beach, CA 90804

GET THE BEST! Order your books and 
supplies from Moonstar catalog, $2.00. — 
38422 Lake Shore, Willoughby, OH 44094

ATTRACT ATTENTION when you wear 
the unique, matching Yin Yang pendant and 
earrings. The black Yin flowing into the 
white Yang is an ancient Chinese symbol 
regarded as having profound meaning and 
influence. These exotically handsome adorn­
ments are individually hand made in Nepal 
of Yak bone and horn, pendant set in coin 
silver, earrings set in pewter. Pendant is over 
%" in diameter on an 18" silver-plated link 
chain, $8.95. Pierced dangle earrings are %" 
in diameter on silver-plated drops, $8.95. 
Plus $1.50 p/h. — Venture Bookshop. P.O. 
Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

GENUINE JADE “Lucky Horn” pendant 
with 16" matching goldtone chain and set­
ting, $5.95. Same pendant with 18" l4Kgold 
chain, $29.95. $1.50 p/h. — Jesse Pearson- 
Merchandise, 10642 S. Lafayette, Chicago, 
IL 60628

MAGICAL SUPPLIES incense, candles, 
oils. Tarot, occult. New Age books. $2.00, 
catalog. Ninth House, P.O. Box 17135, 
Ste. 5-I70F, Phoenix, AZ 85011

THE BEST INCENSE! Try our rainbow 
sampler assortment! Send $1.50 plus 50c 
shipping to Wellness, Inc., Box 33063, 
Granada Hills. CA 91344

PSYCHIC FAIRS

PSYCHIC FAIR HOTLINE. Greater 
Chicagoland. Weekends. 312/885-1177.

PYRAMIDS

ALL ABOUT PYRAMIDS. Products, 
books, newsletter. $1.00 brings you fully 
illustrated catalog.—Pyramids, Box 30305, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130. Phone: 805/ 
682-5151.

READINGS

GIFTED READER can help. Readings on 
cassette. Give name with birth date. $17.00 
check to R. Harrison, Box 461971, Garland, 
TX 75046

MAGIC WORDS. “I saw it in FATE.” 
Advertisers want to know where you saw 
their offer - and they will give you special 
service when you tell them you saw it in 
FATE!

RECIPES

FRENCH GHOST, 16th Century chef, 
offers 6 gourmet recipes. Send $5.50 to 
Georgia Mae Lubeck Ghost Cooking, Box 
1386, San Carlos, CA 94070

RELIGION

“GET HELP FROM GOD-50 WAYS”. 
Proven healing. Find power, safety, relief. 
$1.00 booklet. Newlife, Box 684-GM, 
Boulder City, NV 89005
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FREE ST. MARTHA’S MIRACULOUS
Prayer. Send 22® stamp. — Peyton’s, Box 
5756, Virginia Beach, VA 23455

CHRIST’S NAME IS YASU, not Jesus. — 
K.M.B., P.O. Box 16105, Columbus, OH 
43216

RUNE MAGIC

THE KNIGHTS OF RUNES. We teach the 
true ancient rune magic! The most powerful 
magical art! Complete home study course.— 
Box 2070, Decatur, GA 30031

SORCERY

THE SORCERER’S GUIDE, paperback 
book describing the laws governing psychic 
assassination. $2.95 postpaid. — Gould, 
P.O. Box 398074, Miami Beach, FL 33139

TAPES
CUSTOM SUBLIMINAL TAPES. Free 
brochure. — IAMCO, Box 5146, Dept. 61, 
Ormond Beach. FL 32074

FREE SECRET CATALOG. World’s most 
unusual cassettes! Ingress, 5420-F Par- 
merton. Temple City, CA 91780

FREE CASSETTE sampler tape and catalog 
of our fascinating and incredible tapes on 
channeling, UFO's, astrology, financial suc­
cess, past lives, subliminais, Atlantis, crys­
tals, 300+ titles. Unlock the mysteries of the 
universe. $1.00 postage. — AOCE, 516 S. 
Oak Knoll #5F, Pasadena, CA 91101

DO-IT-YOURSELF past life regression. 
Audio cassette, $10 plus $2 shipping. — Joe 
Trolley. 138 Smith Ave., Holbrook, NY 
11741

FREE CATALOG, Subliminal/Meditation 
tapes. Dramatic results! MindTapes, Box 
5369, Santa Monica, CA 90405

TAROT

TAROT DECKS, tarot books, cartomancy, 
divination, occult books, playing cards, etc. 
48-page full-color catalog featuring world’s 
largest selection. Send $2.00 The Best of 
Cards Catalog. Department FM, 179 Lud­
low St., Stamford, CT 06902

TAROT TOUBEAUX. Computer printed
Tarot readings. $5.00. Write: P.O. Box 
441312, Detroit, Ml 48244

UNVEIL THE FUTURE with the “Rider 
Tarot Deck,” the original and only autho­
rized 78-card deck conceived by Arthur 
Edward Waite, London. Cards have accu­
rate color tones and each Minor Arcana card 
features a symbolic picture that aids read­
ings. Cards measure 2!4 x 4!4 and bear En­
glish titles. Complete 78-card deck and 44- 
page instruction booklet, $13.00 plus $1.50 
postage handling. Foreign, $2.00 — Venture 
Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 
60035

TREASURE FINDING

ELECTRONIC DOWSER - guaranteed 
ESP sensitive. Fascinating, easy book of 
plans, $10.00. - Nova Systems, 11208-R 
Iron Oak Trail, Austin, TX 78750

TREASURE. Locate quarter-mile away 
with ultra-sensitive locator. Brochure free. 
— Research Products, Box 270270-AZC, 
Tampa, FL 33688

UNUSUAL ITEMS
ANCIENT AMULET FACSIMILE for 
love, health, prosperity. $2.50 — Corsiatto, 
Box 21. Farmingdale, NY 11735

BEAUTIFUL TAO magic scroll talisman 
brings good fortune through direct contact 
with benevolent forces. $8.00 — John Oles, 
P.O. Box 256, Atwater, OH 44201

BOJI STONES — contain balanced energy!
Various sizes. Send $ 1.00 plus S ASE to: Box 
I56F, West Side Sta., Worcester, MA 01602

GOTHIC IMAGES from Delphi to Albu­
querque. Handcrafted folkwear, jewelry 
and dolls. Catalog, $1.00. — Box 315-D, 
Amherst, NY 14226

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND. Serenity 
Stone. Rub this polished, gem-like stone 
between finger and thumb to induce medita­
tive calm, as do Eastern mystics. Delight in 
the tactile magic that quiets anxiety, induces 
relaxation, opens the mind's inner doors. 
Only $4.00 each postpaid. Venture Book­
shop, P.O. Box 249. Highland Park, IL 
60035125



UNUSUAL ITEMS VOODOO

MAJESTIC UNICORN Print by Antonette 
Durka, black-on-white. 14x18”, on heavy 
stock suitable for framing. A monarch of his 
kind in a magic realm, our powerful Unicorn 
stands alert and ready to explode into action. 
His superb presence will lend enchantment 
to your home. Only $4.95, plus $ 1.50 postage­
handling,—Venture Bookshop. P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, IL 60035

WITCHDOCTOR BONES foretell love, 
destiny. Authentic African import. Game 
set, pouch, instructions. $12.00 complete.— 
Switzer, POB 5786, Orlando, FL 32855

QUARTZ CRYSTAL BAUBLES: Specially 
selected, clear and smoothly rounded, en­
chanting to the eye, soothing to the touch. 
Ancient peoples, who found polished stones 
like these in streambeds, believed them 
sacred and magical. Can they heal, bring 
luck, prophetic visions? Three quartz crystal 
baubles of varied sizes, about 3/4"to I", in 
carry-around bag of black velvet, with scroll 
relating their legend, $11.95, plus postage/ 
handling: $1.00 USA; $1.50 foreign. Ven­
ture Bookshop, P.O. Box 249, Highland 
Park, IL 60035

EXPLORE THE PATTERNS of change in 
your world with “I Ching Cards" — a new 
visual approach to the ancient Chinese sys­
tem of divination and revelation. Complete 
with 64 hexagram cards, three metal Yin and 
Yang coins and 21 cards of instruction, 
$13.00 plus $1.50 postage/handling. For­
eign. $2.00.— Venture Bookshop. P.O. Box 
249, Highland Park, II. 60035

POWERFUL WISH-GRANTING prayer 
plus 10 ancient lucky talismans. $3.00. — 
Elsico, GPO Box 022095, Brooklyn, NY 
11202-0045

VIDEO

DISCOVER DOWSING just released VHS 
or BETA 55-minute indoor-outdoor video 
workshop. Learn dowsing privately or in 
groups in front of your own TV set. Pre­
sented by internationally respected profes­
sional locator-instructor. Bill Cox. Write for 
complete details. —FM I, Box 30561, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93130 or phone 805/569-0038. 

COMPLETE CATALOG of voodoo, san- 
teria and magical books, music and supplies. 
$3.50.—Willis, Suite 310, 1317 N. San 
Fernando Blvd., Burbank, CA 91504

WITCHCRAFT

LADY MORGANA, spell casting, horo­
scopes, Tarot. For information send SASE 
to: Box 269, 9832 Flower, Bellflower, CA 
90706

WELSH/CELT1C WITCHCRAFT. Oldest 
tradition offers correspondence and resi­
dence courses: Crystal Magick, Astrology, 
Druids, Psychic Development, Tarot, Wicca, 
Healing. For information: $2.00, refundable, 
to: Camelot, P.O. Box 47052, Atlanta, GA 
30362

GIGANTIC ILLUSTRATED catalog. 
Books, incense, oils, spells, occult supplies, 
$2.00. — Hamilton, Box 1258-F, Moorpark, 
CA 93021

WITCHCRAFT MYSTERIES, world’s First 
and foremost Seminary of Wicca offers 
authentic courses in Witchcraft. Sorcery, 
Egyptian Magic, Herbalism, Divination. 
Free information. — Box 1366, Nashua, N H 
03061

FREE OCCULT CATALOG! 270 pages! 
Over 10,000 books, jewelry, herbs, oils, can­
dles, religious goods, metaphysical supplies. 
— International, 8050-F Webb, North Hol­
lywood, CA 91605

WITCHCRAFT - HARNESS ITS POW­
ERS. Let Gavin and Yvonne, world's fore­
most witches, teach you how. - Box 1502- 
FC. New Bern, NC 28560

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR Aquarian. Full 
occult training. — Box 31129, Phoenix, AZ 
85046

GET SALES for your product or service 
with an ad here. FATE readers are con­
firmed mail order buyers—and numerous 
enough to pack a couple of superbowls. Send 
your order to: Adv. Dept., FATE Magazine, 
3510 Western Ave., Highland Park, IL 
60035.126
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REPORT FROM THE READERS
(Continued from page 116) 

rigorously conform to the rules of sci­
ence, and not simply serve the theorist’s 
preconceptions.—Kathy Douglass, 
Willow, Alaska.

Marge Rieder’s theory doesn't take 
into consideration the possibility that 
identical multiple-birth people share the 
same soul. This would also explain why 
the twins and triplets were regressed to a 
single lifetime during a specific time 
frame or, in the case of the triplets, to 
identical twins.

She fails to consider the odds that she 
could regress twins to the same ancestor 
during a certain time frame. In the Best 
twins’case they regressed to 1790, nine 
generations ago inclusive of over 500 
ancestors from whom they would be 
direct descendants. The odds that the 
twins could be regressed to the same 
ancestor are .2 percent or to either sex .4 
percent. As one goes further back in 
time, the odds decrease even more. If 
the twins shared the same soul and were 
not a multiple birth in the past lifetime, 
however, the odds that they would be 
regressed to an individual life are 100 
percent no matter what the time period.

Rieder fails to research further to 
prove her theory with the Gallio twins. 
The farmer couldn’t have lived further 
back than 1901, approximately three 
generations ago. The twins would have 
had four possible male ancestors at that 
time. The odds of regressing to the same 
male then are 25 percent. Surely she 
could have researched a great grand­
parent of only 87 years ago.

Since Rieder recounted six regres­
sions, five of which had definite time 
periods to work from, the cumulative 

odds that she could do all five regres­
sions to the same ancestor in each case 
are one in 2.6 trillion.

Therefore Rieder’s research seems to 
support the shared soul theory better 
than the memory inherited theory. Her 
research has much merit, but her theory 
is headed in the wrong direction.— 
David R. Glaser, Gretna, La.

FIERY REALM ALIENS
No doubt some of your readers realize 

that there are similar elements in UFO 
abduction accounts. 1 noticed one such 
element in Budd Hopkins’ Intruders 
and Whitley Strieber’s Communion, 
both books having been recommended 
in June 1987 Fate. In the book Intru­
ders abductee Kathie Davis states that 
she can smell burning matches, a sul- 
furous odor. On page 104 of Com­
munion Strieber mentions the odor of 
sulfur noting that such odor has been 
reported by others. On page 161 he 
mentions that some of the visitors smell 
like a burned match head.

Another name for sulfur happens to 
be brimstone. Could this recurring odor 
be a clue that the aliens are really spirits 
from a fiery realm, disguising them­
selves as visitors from space? That hy­
pothesis is supported by other clues in 
these books, among which is Strieber’s 
description on page 165 of cloven feet. 
—Don Purdy, Hazlet, N.J.

WANTED: GHOST STORIES
For over a year I have been collecting 

spooky tales from around Wyoming 
and I can certify that ghosts are alive 
and well (in a manner of speaking) in 
this state. The research I have done 
suggests that anywhere people have 
lived, there are likely to be ghosts. And
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4%” high, $10.50
Plus P/H: $1.50 U.S.; $2.50 foreign. 

7" high, $15.95
Plus P/H: $2.00 U.S.; $3.50 foreign.

HORNED 
WONDER

The Unica

Order now Jrom:
VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

SHROUD OF TURIN
Docs the Shroud of Turin bear an image of the 

crucified body of Christ? Here is the fascinating report 
by Dr. John H. Heller, a member of the team ol 40 
scientists who conducted research on the Shroud. 
Belorc the work began. Dr. Heller, a biophysicist,  was 
inclined to be skeptical about the Shroud. Then he read 
a pathologist's report of an examination of the image

great mystery stories of modern times. Paperhack. 225 
pages. Send $9.95. plus postage-handling: $1.00 
U.S.A.; $2.00 foreign. Order from:

VENTURE BOOKSHOP
P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035

ghosts are not only the spirits of dead 
people; some are spirits of animals. 
Folklore abounds with tales of ghostly 
horses, dogs and other creatures, as well 
as ghosts of inanimate objects, such as 
cars, buses or airplanes.

One story I have yet to check out 
involves a ghostly stagecoach that is 
sometimes seen at midnight. My best 
story so far is about an entire ghostly 
restaurant that materialized just long 
enough for four people to have supper 
there. Then, when they returned to town 
a few days later, the entire building was 
gone and had been for years, so they 
were told.

According to leading authorities, 
many ghostly manifestations are not 
caused by spirits at all, but by powerful 
emotions, energy, or habits that have 
somehow impressed themselves on their 
physical surroundings, to be "played 
back” when conditions are right.

A similar story in Powell involves a 
poltergeist phenomenon. A student was 
listening to stereo headphones in his 
living room when he suddenly heard 
what sounded like hoodlums destroying 
his kitchen. He heard cabinet doors 
slamming, hinges ripping loose, chairs 
banging and dishes being shattered.

When he nervously peeked into the 
kitchen, there was no one there. Not a 
thing was out of place, but the sounds 
continued for at least 10 seconds more.

Parapsychologists say that such ex­
periences are among the most common 
paranormal activities. They are believed 
to occur because of the unconscious, 
undeliberate releasing of energy by the 
one experiencing them.

1 am collecting these legitimate stories 
for a book tentatively titled Ghosts in 
Wyoming. I am interested in first- and
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secondhand accounts, as well as in any 
printed material on the subject of 
Wyoming ghosts. 1 prefer to use real 
names of respondents, but 1 will not do 
so against anyone’s wishes.—Debra D. 
Munn, 516 S. Ingalls, Powell, Wyo. 
82435.

GETTING THE SCOOP ON THINGS
Some years ago I asked Fate readers 

for current information about the 
“Money Hole” on Oak Island in Nova 
Scotia. Several readers were kind 
enough to provide me data on what had 
transpired.

Now 1 would like to make the same 
inquiry as to what is new at the Money 
Hole. Has the mystery been solved? If 
any readers have the latest scoop, I 
would appreciate getting it.— Hans W. 
Nintzel, 733 Melrose Dr., Richardson, 
Tex. 75080.

HOLLOW EARTH
I thought you might be interested in a 

September 22,1987, article appearing in 
the New York Times' Science Section. 
“Pilots Fly Over the Pole into Heart of 
Ozone Mystery” states that two NASA 
planes had been going into “absolutely 
uncharted territory” over Antarctica 
and no planes fly over the South Pole 
because of high winds. Compare these 
statements with The Hollow Earth by 
Raymond Bernard (1969). Is there a 
large hole leading into the earth?— 
Michael Cohen, New York, N. Y.

LIBRARY SEARCH
Can any Fate reader tell me where 1 

might locate these two books: Opening 
the Psychic Door by Fitzsimons and I 
Was in the Spirit by Kaeyer? — Herb 
Hodges, 212 Academy 5, Salem, Va. 
24153.

Spin the Wheels! Explore the Future!
IRENA’S

TAROT WHEELS 
OF DESTINY

Mystery surrounds the origin of the Tarot and 
its strange symbols. The oldest known deck was 
made for Charles VI of France about 1393. The 
modern deck of playing cards evolved from the 
Minor Arcana of the Tarot, and Irena uses the 
modern symbols for these 56 cards. She retains

the traditional symbols for the 22 cards of the Major Arcana.
“Irena’s Tarot Wheels of Destiny" are a revolutionary advance in using the Tarot to reveal and 

guide. This luxuriously beautiful device—Irena’s invention after 17 years of working with the 
Tarot—consists of five concentric, free-spinning wheels bearing the 78 Tarot symbols. It is simple 
to use—just spin each of the five wheels and obtain your reading from the booklet included. Set 
out now on a fascinating exploration of your possible futures!

Order today! Only $34.95
Plus $2.50 postage-handling ($4.50 on foreign orders)

VENTURE BOOKSHOP, P.O. Box 249, Highland Park, IL 60035



WHAT HAS FATE IN STORE 
FOR YOU?

... A chance to explore the 
unknown . . . truths you find 
nowhere else . . . articles and 
stories to fire your imagina­
tion—that’s what FATE has in 
store for you. Here is Editor 
Jerome Clark’s report on stories 
planned  for future issues:

00 Are severe psychiatric disorders 
caused by spirit possession? Para­
psychologist Stanley Krippner tells 
how Brazilian psychiatrists and 
psychic mediums work together to 
treat mental illness.

00 An archaeologist in the desert of 
the American Southwest confronts 
the ghosts of a lost and distant past 
and enters another world.

00 A young girl’s suicide under 
peculiar circumstances triggers an 
episode right out of the Middle Ages: 
a hunt for the "witches" believed to 
be responsible for her death.

m Charles Lancelin wanted to meet 
the devil — and at last he got his 
wish. Hilary Evans tells the strange 
story of an eerie odyssey and its 
bizarre climax.

JEROME CLARK
In each issue FATE publishes fascinating 

true articles, stories and features on the 
strange, the unusual, the unknown. You can 
read such material only in FATE because 
FATE is the only magazine of its kind in the 
world.

DON'T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE —
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

! CLARK PUBLISHING CO.
* 170 Future Way. Dept. D0026
I Marion, OH 43305

I Name ----------------------------------------------- I
1 Add * 1

Stale----------------------Zip---------------------
I wish to subscribe to FATE Magazine at the follow­
ing special price (check square);
□ 24 issues, $26.95 □ 12 Issues, $14.95
(Foreign subscriptions: add $5.00 postage 
Canadian subscriptions: add $3.50 postage)
Enclosed is □ cash □ check □ money order 
for $ --------- —----- ------------------ ----------

Your first copy will arrive In 6 to 8 weeks.

i Address--------------------------------------------- j
I

I 
I
I
I
I

I
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World’s Largest

CRYSTAL BALL
Selection

When you peer into the unfathomable depths of a crystal ball, what marvels can you behold? 
F.W.H. Myers, the famed psychic researcher, wrote: "Few phenomena are more fantastic 
than true crystal vision. . . . a milky clouding ofthe ball, coming at the beginning of a series 
of pictures Authorities believe that the ability to see psychic images, if not a natural
gift, can be developed with practice.

Wc otter tor immediate delivery gorgeous, optical Acrylic of producing the high-quality balls required by psychic

Sizes I hese balls are the finest obtainable anywhere al any fits your needs and begin your adventures in the age-old art

2-inch ball at $19.95 represents a great value for the 
new student. Plus P/H (postage-handling): $2.00 U.S. 
$4.00 Foreign.
2Vr-lnch ball at $29.95 effectively meets the require­
ments of most researchers. Plus P/H: $2.00 US. $4.00 
Foreign

4-lnch ball at $99.95 offers the large size and high 
quality required by the professional Plus P/H: $4.50 
U.S.. $7.00 Foreign

3-lnch ball at $59 95 is suitable for advanced occult

5-inch ball at $139.95 is one of the largest and finest to 
be found in the world today Available for the first time 
in many years Plus P/H: $5.50 U.S.. $8 00 Foreign

and combines impressiv
cost Plus P/H: $3.00 U.S.. $6.00 Foreign.

■ith moderate

VENTURE BOOKSHOP HIGHLAND PARK. IL 60035



HYPNOSIS -1958!
That was the year the first model Brain Wave Synchronizer 

was demonstrated in a Chicago hospital 
1988 - STILL NO. 1 WORLDWIDE

The BRAIN WAVE SYNCHRONIZER
PROFESSIONAL MODEL MD-12

$695.00 F.O.B. FACTORY
• Pulses per second displayed on elec­

tronic digital readout in steps of 1/1 Oth 
of a pulse in Delta, Theta, Alpha, Beta 
ranges.

• Total range 1 to 37 pulses per second.
• 99 minute electronic digital timer in one 

minute steps.
• Variable light intensity.
• Net weight 14 pounds.

$395.00 F.O.B. FACTORY
• Pulses per second marked on a dial. First 

and last frequency ot each of the 4 
ranges is shown.

• Total range 1 to 30 pulses per second.
• 30 minute timer. 10 minute steps marked 

on dial.
• Fixed light level.
• Net weight 6 pounds. Both models have 

remote control for Self-Hypnosis.

When the pulses of light are tuned to the subject's natural brain frequency, 
response to hypnosis is rapid and effective. No attachments to the subject.

It's easy to make an aid to hypnosis. It’s difficult to make one like the Synchro­
nizer that shortens induction time to seconds, helps to achieve levels deep enough 
for regression and has been successful with subjects thought to be non- 
hypnotizable. That's why the Synchronizer has not been duplicated in 30 years. 
THAT'S WHY THERE'S ONLY ONE BRAIN WAVE SYNCHRONIZER.

And it's never obsolete. Our first model of 30 years ago is still in use throughout 
the world.
With complete instructions and one-year factory service warranty. Include payment with order 
Add $12 shipping to 48 states and APO-FPO boxes. To Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, Puerto Rico: 
Technician Model $16; Professional Model $25. Illinois residents please include 7% sales tax.

SCHNEIDER INSTRUMENT CO.
Gross Point Medical Center 068 

9631 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL 60076 U.S.A.
Telephone: 312/676-9151




