
I, 
I I t_!!!lj 

~ exp1o:rirag 
·! ~rHE UNKNOWN 
iill"'-l-------~ 

A New Basis For 

Strange Memories Raise the Question: 

Black Magic Can Still Perpetrate 

• • 
Occultism Through Jhe Eyes of Religion• ESP And Obscure Psychoses 

Divination By Cards• Between The "Us" And The "We" 

Books In Review • Your Letters And Our Comment 



UNSEEN 
AD VENTUf\ES 

Geraldine 

Miss Cill.\1ffiins, the well-known 

novelist and playwright, makes it 

clear that she has always been 

extremely critical' of all spirit 

messages, carefully weighing each 

one with the thoroughness of a 

scientific investigator. 

A Partial List of the Contents 

The story of the Stone of 
Destiny; My first seance in 
Paris, June 1914 - A cor­
rect prophecy concerning 
the First World War; In­
stances of Precognition or 
Prophecy; Telepathic ex­
periments in Dublin; Psy-

chometry ( or object read­
ing); Prophetic dreams; 
Psychic work with E. B. 
Gibbes; The science of 
identification; Ghosts help­
ful and harmful; Para­
normal Psychology. 

This edition of UNSEEN ADVENTURES is 
priced at only $3.00 

OR.DER THE ABOVE FROM PAGE 130 
For your convenience an order form has been provided on page 
130 for the books advertised in Exploring the Unknown. This will 
enable you to order the books ·you want without mutilating your 
magazine. 



Only A DRUID Knows the Secret Of ... 

FIND EXCITEMENT, PROSPERITY AND SPIRITUAL 
VIGOR IN THIS LIFE AND THE . NEXT THROUGH 
DRUIDISM: as directed by a Druid Arch-Priest. 

Discover how you <;an Influence the Powers That Be through this ancient theol­
ogy of the Druids; how you can exchange messages with Spirits of the Dead . . . 
how you will be reborn into a new body after death (you can choose how that 
body shall look and how great shall be its mind). Learn strange power of Druid 
rites and "SUN WORSHIPPING" ... and how to find a SOUL-MATE. 
Who inherited the souls of such people as Michelangelo, Helen of Troy, Don 
Juan or Mme. Curie? (They were all Influenced by Druidism.) These souls live 
among us today within new bodies! The eternal knowledge and· power of ancient 
leaders lie untapped within your soul. These forces have been buried deeply 
under the many layers of your subconscious by the shocking trauma of your 
birth. Study of Druidism reveals how you can awaken these forces! Druidism 
shall be the saving force of the century. for it holds the answers with which 
to eliminate fear, >hate, loneliness, boredom and ugliness. 

r••••• MAIL THIS COUPON •••••"I 
For free information THE DRUIDS, P.O. Box 153-E I 

Wheatridge, Colorado • I 
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HOW TO WIN VIBRANT HEALTH, TRUE PEACE OF MIND AND 

PERSONAL HAPPINESS THROUGH THE PRACTICE OF YOGA. .. 

Now, by means of easy-to-follow working methods and simple 
exercises you can tap the Eternal Laws of Supreme Nature to 
attain mastery over your body, senses and mind. At will, you can 
call upon the ancient teachings of India. 

USE YOUR HIDDEN POWERS .... 
Not only does Dr. Mishra show you how to make Yoga work for 
you but he explains why it works. Here is your chance to pene­
tJ:ate the veil of self-doubt and ignorance that may be keeping 
you from realizing your true potential. 

START PRACTICING YOGA FROM THE VERY FIRST CHAPTER ... 
Instead of giving you useless and hard-to-understand theories 
and dogmas, Dr. Mishra explains how to start practicing the 
science of Yoga from the very first page. 
Until you have encountered the benefits of Yoga for yourself, you 
cannot imagine the unique experience in store for you. You will 
be spellbound by the changes that take place in your daily 
actiVIties, your relationships, and your mental and physical health. 

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF YOGA, fully illustrated .is priced at 5.00 

ORDER THE ABOVE FROM PAGE 130 

For your convenience an order form has been provided on page 
130 for the books advertised in Exploring the Unknown. This will 
enable you to order the books you want without mutilating your 
magazine. -
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Oont1ribv1to1r§ 

TO THIS ISSUE 

G. A. CEvAsco lives in Mal­
verne, New York, and describes 
himself as a "zealous student of 
parapsychology and the occult." 
Although this is his first appear­
ance with us., Mr. Cevasco is no 
stranger to the printed page. He 
has appeared in all kinds of 
newspapers and magazines, and 
a bibliography of his writings 
would list .the nafnes of over 200 
publications. 

R. C. CONNELL, M.D., _F.R.C. 
P., lives in County Cork, Ireland, 
and has lectured to physicians on 
his ESP experiments at medical 
societies both in County Cork 
and in London. He is author of 
a book, "Healing The Mind" 
published by Aquarian Press. 

7 

We welcome him to this maga­
zine, and you will read accounts 
of another case in a forthcoming 
issue. • 

LYDIA EMERY is also making 
her debut this issue. The present 
article first appeared in Psychic 
Observor a year o-r so ago. 

MARIE HARLOW was first seen 
here in our last issue ( December 
1962) with "Masonry: An Eso­
teric Explanation". She has writ­
ten widely on esoteric subjects, 
at1d is editor of a Buddhist pub­
lication. 

THE REV, STEPHAN A. HOEL­
L ER, D.D., D.CHR., K.C.T., 
F.T.S., is a priest of the American 
Catholic ( Apostolic Episcopal) 
Church and is attached to the 



8 EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN 

Cathedral Church of St. Francis, 
Laguna Beach, California. H e 
was educated in European insti­
tutes of learning, including the 
University of Innsbruck, Austria, 
and the Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome. Father 
Hoeller is also a lecturer and 
writer on occult, religious, and 
historical subjects, and a contrib­
utor to the various publications 
in these fields in the United 
States, England, Canada, and 
India. His first article for us was 
"The Devil You Say" in our Jan­
uary 1961 issue; his most recent 
article w a s "Beware! Witches 
at Work!" in the February 1962 
issue. His department started in 
our August 1961 number, and 
has appeareq in each subsequent 
issue. He has also written mater­
ial on psychosexology, in relation 
to religion, for our sister publica­
tion, REAL LIFE GumE, his two 
part article, "Sex-Sin Or Sacra­
ment?" appearing in the March 
and April 1962 issues. 

JERRYL L. KEANE is a psychic 
and sensitive, whose father and 
paternal grandmother were both 
mediums. She says that she 
"didn't pay much attention until 
in England in 1955" but she has 
investigated intensely ever since. 
Her varied career on both sides 
of the Atlantic has included 
printing, magazine editing; she 
is a design draftsman in electron­
ics by trade. She is author of 
numerous pamphlets and articles 
on psychic research and is cur-

rently working on a book of 
sound instruction in t h e tenets 
and principles of occultism f o r 
th e intelligent technician. She 
first appeared in our December 
1961 issue with .a psychic exper­
ience, "Gravity Didn't Exist For 
A Moment", and an article, "How 
Valid is Psychic Phenomena?". 

. Her most recent appearance was 
in our last issue, with "More 
Worlds Than One". 

VANCE L. MILLIGAN is also at 
work on a b o o k, tentatively ti­
tled, "The Occult Life of Vance 
L. Milligan," which will contain 
expanded versions of some of 
the articles you have seen here. 
His . initial appearance with us 
w a s "The Amazing Dorothy 
Spence Lauer", in our August 
1961 issue, and you saw him with 
"Occultism Views th e Presiden­
tial Election" in the October 
1962 issue. The Rev. Mr. Milli­
gan is a minister with an Ohio 
Baptist Church; he has studied 
with th e Essenes, Rosicrucians, 
Temple of the White Brother­
hood, and many other occult 
groups. 

LmsE PurcAMP, JR., of Indi­
ana, BRAD STEIGER of Iowa, a n d 
CARL THOMAS of Australia, a r e 
a 11 newcomers. Mr. Putcamp's 
article is based on material from 
the Proceedings of the American 
Society f o r Psychical Research, 
1907. Permission for its use was 
granted the author by the Soci­
ety's executive secretary, Adele 
Wellman. 



YOU LIVE AFTER DEATH 
A Heartening Message 

By Harold Sherman 

ARE YOU 
AFRAID TO DIE? 

Harold Sherman says: "May I 
take you with me on the path of 
human thinking, the jungle of false 
concepls . . . . . . to final emergence 
into the clear, strong, revealing 
light of Inner Knowledge . .. " 

In his book he tells you why he is 
convinced: 

That • Man possesses higher or 
spiritual powers of mind which. can 
be developed by conscious effort. 

That Man possesses a Soul, an 
ego, an identity which survives 
Death. 

That the next existence is as real 
and as rational as this one. 

These are but a· small sampling of 
the concepts he has formed of 
Man's true self. 'Mr. Sherman makes 
his ideas clear and logical; his 
book should be read. by all who 
have ever held any doubts about 
man's future in the areat Unknown. 

YOU LIVE AFTER DEATH 205 pp 3.00 

CHAPTER 

HEADINGS 

• Is There a Personal God? 
• Do You Possess a Soul? 
• Evidences of a Spirit Body 
• A Verified Case of Pro­

jection of the Psyche 
• The Nature of Your Soul 
·• The Value of Life Ex­

perience 
• Are You Worthy of Sur­

vival? 
e Your Link With The In-

finite 
• The After-life 
• A Way of Communication 
• How to Prepare for a Fu-

ture Life • 
• How to Face Death 

OR.DER THE ABOVE FROM PAGE 130 
For yo_ur convenience an order form has been. provided on page 
130 for the books 11dvertised in Exploring the Unknown. This will 
enable you to order the books you want without mutilating· your 
maga:z-ine. 
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by R. C. CONNELL, M:D., F.R.C.P. 

Can a neurotic condition be connected 'with events 
that hqppened to one's ancestors? 

I BECAME INTERESTED in 
one r-ather Hmited aspect of 
E.S.P. in connedion with a med­
ical problem. Briefly, I had un­
der my cru-e a patient who was 
~uffering from Delirium Trem-

11 

ens. He was a young man, with 
brilliant prospects; he was a 
director in an extensive business, 
that had been built up by 5 gen­
erations of his family. 

A senior director, with my as-
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sistance, contrived that th e pa­
tient should be transferred to an 
inebriate home in London. We 
accompanied him, and kept the 
matter secret. The young man 
returned in due course a n d re­
mained cured for two years. 

Again I was consulted. He 
had suddenly collapsed with 
Gas·trodynea caused by alcohol; 
he recovered rapidly on stopping 
alcohol - which he achieved, 
apparently without difficul'ty. 

In six months time I had a let­
ter from ,a London doctor, who 
stated that the patient had come 
under his care with an alcoholic 
convulsion; he thought I ought 
to know. Approximately four 
further attacks occurred, the 
penuJ.timate one with D.T's 
again - each with an interval of 
about six months. 

For a second time, I brought 
him, wi'th his •agreement to an 
inebriate home ( a different one, 
this time); and rather to my cha­
grin when we arrived I myself 
was mis,taken by the R.M.O. for 
th e patient. I 11:raveled back to 
Ireland the same night. 

On the patient's rehlrn, he re­
mained cured for a year; then a 
relapse occurred. In desperail:ion, 
I put it to him that he must have 
very great strength of character 
to be able to give up alcohol at 
once; most patients could not do 
so. Why not give it up altogeth­
er? 

He replied, "It is not alcohol­
for it I care nothing - but I must 

confess that I di•s·covered, after 
my father'~ death, that on certain 
occasions ( wMch I could never 
foresee) I was quite unable to 
sign my name. Half a dozen 
checks would be brought to me, 
perhaps quite trivial ones. A cold 
sweat would break o u t on me 
and I would be rendered quite 
helpless. I found that a dose of 
alcohol would overcome the dif­
ficu1ty. I had discovered that in 
his later years, my father had the 
same difficulty of signing his 
name, though he never took al­
cohol." 

Herein appeared to-be t,he key 
to the problem. If ,the oause of 
the inhibition was found - prob­
ably an ancestral cause - it gave 
hope of removing the acquired 
alcoholic addiction of about 5 
years duration. The first step, 
therefore, was to dis•cover this 
ancestral cause. For this purpose, 
a cherished heirloom of the fam­
ily was borrowed - an old, 
framed document conferring the 
freedom of the city of London 
upon two of the patient's ances­
tors, in 1731. 

This was sent to a psychom~­
trist ( or sensitive) - Miss Geral­
dine Cummins, who lives in 
London. She was told the pa­
tient's history, and asked to in­
vestigate ,the psychological back­
ground of the family. 

Here follows a brief resume of 
the narrative the sensitive relat­
ed. 
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"THE NAME T----' is not 
the reia.l name of t h e family; it 
was assumed. Originally they 
were Jews, who fled from t h e 
E1ast to Italy. They were leaders 
of their race. 

Later, persecution drove them 
to Spain. In Spain their name 
was Davila. Juan Davila, the 
direct ancestor, fell in love with 
a Spanish noble's daughter; to 
marry her he ihad to become a 
Christiian. His father cursed him 
for his apostasy from Judiasm. 
But all went well until Juan's 
father became sick. Juan visited 
him, and the father re-converted 
the young man. ~his was con­
sidered the worst crime in the 
calendar of the Inquisition; it 
meant death by torture, even if 
self-confessed. 

Juan's wife's fat her refused to 
allow him to return to her. She 
Wi'0te begging him to return, 
threaitening suicide if he did not 
take the only way out - by pro­
fessing Chris·tianity. Juan re­
fused. 

His wife's letters fell into the 
hands of ,the Inquisition, and the 
whole family was apprehended. 
Juan's father died in prison, es­
caping torture; his brother and 
sister were burnt alive. Juan was 
slowly broken on the raok and 
wheel. He was a vigorous man 
in his prime. His sufferings were 
terrible; his wife was made to 
witness them. It was thought 
that her suffering would break 
his spirit. He died in torture, 

looking a n d feeling hi,s terrible 
hatred of her. Had she not been 
responsible, by her letters, for 
the death by torture of all whom 
he loved? • 

Juan's wife became insane. 
Her son was born before she re­
gained her reason. Her father 
sent her to Engl 1and because the 
persecution increased in Spain. 

There were queer develop­
ments in her character'. She never 
wrote her name again. She made 
terrible scenes when she saw her 
young son, being taught to wfi.te 
by a relative. 

Her s o n ' s chamcter was 
marred by these paroxysms of 
passion, by the fea,r of a persecurt­
ed race, and •above all by the 

. fear of the written word. He 
died, unable to write, under the 
delusion that he had lost all his 
money. 

According to th e sensitive' s 
record, "Such an experience as 
this fear, left an almost indelible 
mark on the line's memory; the 
writing inhibition and the delu­
sion of fear have appeared again 
and again in the family since." 

I HA VE ATTENDED a num­
ber of members of this family in 
four genet1ations and have col­
lected no less than seven proved 
cases of writing inhibition, or 
considerable difficulty in signing 
the name. One case was the pa­
tient's own son; another was a,n 
uncle who died of alcoholism. In 
another bmnch there were no 
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Iess than three suicides rising 
out of the fear.of the loss of mon­
ey - a delusion occurring late in 
life. 

Th e sensitive examined ~ 
specimen of the patient's hand­
writing and reported from it fur­
ther: 

"The complex might have fad­
ed out with time, were it not 

•• that it was reinforced at a later 
age; but the original cause went 
far deeper." 

The following episode was the 
secondary cause she_ related. 

An ancestor was playing with 
another boy on the hanks of a 
canal and pushed him into the 
water by accidenit. He w a s 
drowned. He never forgave him­
self; he changed his name by 
deed pole to "Push" a n d never 
wrote the original niame again. 
His daughter married ipto the 
"F ----" family and brought a 
reinforcement to the writing in­
hibition. 

(This is what one might term 
nowadays a ''booster-dose".) 

The Spanish tragedy, and his 
story in conjunction with the dis­
covery that his father had diffi-

. culty in signing his name, estab­
lished the complex and roused it 
into active life in the patient's 
co11cscious mind. 

Attention should • be drawn 
also to the fiact that the sensiltive 

• wrote that "This branch of the 
family of Davila living in Eng­
land was obscure ..... But a cousin 
named Arias DavHa h ,a, d been 

Bishop of Segovia, a Christian 
and well known. In spite of his 
position, it was only by a person­
al visit to the Pope that he es­
caped ·from the clutches of Tor­
quemada." (Torquemada was 
Abbot of the Dominican Monas­
tery at. Segovia and head of the 
Inquisition in Spain for fifteen 
years, during which period at 
least two thousand Jews were 
burnt alive.) 

I DO NOT WISH to linger 
over this story, but to revert for 
a moment to the patient. Except 
for two slight alcoholic relapses, 
complete recovery has taken 
place, for twenty years; the writ­
ing inhibition never caus:ed any 
trouble after the explanation had 
been given. 

The patient became Managing 
Director of his fil'ID, guided .the 
firm most successfully through 
the anxious years of World War 
II, and continued to do so. He 
served in World War I; his two 
sons and daughter served in 
World War II. 

In such cases it must be em­
phasized that a c u r e, .if it is 
achieved, is not by means· of the 
sensitive's report alone, vital 
though it may be. 

It was necessary in this case 
to explain the dramatic and ter­
rible significance of the cause of 
the patient's writing inhibition, 
and to make the patient realize 
that it had no power now, as it 
had -in the past. In fact ahreac-
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tive treatment, encouragement, 
incentives to ambition, his duty, 
his capadty - all had to be ap­
pealed to, to replace the COII)plex 
1:hat was removed, and to con­
quer the alcoholic tendency. 

In fact the psychometrist or 
sensitive discovers the cause of 
t!he complex. 
. It is the psychiatrist who uses 

th e priceless information :t>lms 
supplied to remove the complex, 
resynthesize_ and build up the 
damaged personality of the pa­
tient; these are two separate 1obs. 

In analogous circumstances in 
a physical ailment: 

The bacteriologist isolates the 
typhoid bacillus, and reports it. 

The physician utilizes the in-: 
formation in administering the 
patient's treatment. 

IN THIS and other cases, I am 
_ not dwelling on .the treatment as­
pect of these cases because I am 
not a psychiatric _specialist. Be­
fore eontinuirig it is well to pause 
for a moment to reflect on what 
has actually taken place. . 

The matter can be apptoached 
and clarified to some extent 
from three angles. ( 1) The sensi­
tive ( I prefer :this word to psy­
chometrist); ( 2) the Directive 
(the freedom of London docu­
ment); ( 3) the subject - that is 
the patient - and a further direc­
tive: his letter. 

( 1) The sensitive gave a his­
tory that has as its kernel an ad­
e_quate explanation of .the cause 

of the mental il1ness. ( 2) As an 
indication of its truth she volun­
teered the name Arias Davila, 
Brshop of Segovia .. 

It took the sensitive and my­
self six months to prove that this 
riame even existed, and that the 
facts were as stated. For this we 
employed a research reader -in 
the British Museum; six years 
later, a full account of the bi­
shop's adventure was discovered 
in Sabatini's "History of the 
Spanish Inquisition under Tor­
quemada," including the visit fo 
the .Pope. Other proofs given in 
this narrative I have not space to 
refer to. 

( 3) The Directive employed 
was a name written in faded ink 
on a document of the 17th cen­
tury. The sensitive stated that 
those who owned the document 
in those days, knew th~ Spanish 
story, enabling her to pick it up. 
The discovery of the canal story 
was obtained from a specimen of 
the patient'1? handwriting by the 
_.sensitive; neither I nor the sen­
sitive knew of it, but it was well 
known to older mmebers of his 
family. 

IT IS SUGGESTED that ev-
1 ~ry individual leaves an impress 
on any object that he contacts, 
luring his Earthly pilgrimage. If 
the contact is intimate and pro­
longed, the impress is _ marked. 

possession are violent, the im­
press is more marked and more 
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::iasily interpreted; even ancestral 
tragedies can be traced by an ex­
perienced sensitive, such as Ger~ 
aldine Cummins. 

The sensitive is not tramelled 
by time or space. In tihis case 
Miss Cummins obtained infor­
mation from Italy, Spain, and 
England ( and as I hope to show 
in other cases, from Australia, 
Scotland and Latvia, etc.) at 
different periods of history. 

But - and this is an important 
point - where there have been 
two impressions from· two own­
ers, it is likely that the sensitive 
will pick out the stronger. 

For example: On one occasioi;i 
I received a charming letter of 
thanks from a patient to whom 
the sensitive had been of service. 
I enclosed it in a blank, sealed 
envelope a,nd s.ent it to the sensi~ 
tive, thinking i t would be a 
pleasant. -surprise fo ,her to psy­
chometrize praise of her own 
work. She complied with my re­
quest before a witness. 

To my surprise, instead of 
deaHng with the sealed letter she 
sent me an accurate and unmis­
takable accourtt of myself a n d 
my anxieties w i t h reference to 
my wife's illnes-s. She terminated 
by stating, "This is a curious per­
son. I like the vibrations of this 
man. He goes in and out of hous­
-es - he is a Doctor. He.is a queer 
mixture of a saint and a scien-

tist." She was under the impres­
sion, when 5he re-read her report, 
that it referred to a professional 
colleague of mine. You will note 
that the sealed letter was enfold­
ed in a letter of my own. My let­
ter created a stronger impression 
,:m the outside of the envelope, 
Nhich was interpreted. 

THIS INDICATES a pitfail 
in the path of any investi~ation. 

Every precaution must be tak­
en to prevent contaminati~ of 
the directive, as had occurred in 
this experiment. 

In the ·case .we have been deal­
ing with, a patient who had twice 
had to be placed in inebriate 
homes, under specialist psychia­
trist care, can now be regarded 
as cured. He came under treat­
ment when th e unknown com­
plex appeared to be fixed. Once 
the cause was discovered • by 
ESP, and· abreactive treatment 
a p p I i e d, he recovered; ·and 
where disaster seemed inevita­
ble, he emerged from shadow, 
and for over twenty years has 
achieved a most successful car­
eer, which is continuing. Having 
received signal help by ESP in 
this case, the same method of 
elucidating nervous complexes 
has been used by the author in 
investigating other obscute psy­
chosomatic cases. 



DIVINATION 
BY CARDS 

by MARIE HARLOWE 

Every deck of ordinary playi·ng cards is a carefully­
ordered array of ancient symbols through which, some 

beHeve, prophecies can be mode. 

CARDS ARE USED the world 
over for purposes of divination, 
for in the playing cards are 
found the hidden, ancient sci­
ence of prophecy. There i s a 
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strong resemblance to chess, and 
while there is a probability that 
cards were suggested by chess, 
ohess has never been known to 
be used for divination purposes, 
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while playing cards h a v e been 
thusly used since time immemor­
ial. 

Many learned men h,ave writ­
ten treatises on cards. Cards are 
frequently called "the Devil's 
book" by those moralists who 
contend that the ClWdS were in­
vented by certain men who were 
prompted by the Devil to pre­
pa,re his portrait to be thus wor­
shipped. Cards ,are known to 
every civilized nation in the 
world. Although there is no San­
scrit word for playing cards, 
such cMds were known in early 
China and in India and Hindu­
stan at a very early period. The 
profound philosophy o f ancient 
Egypt was recorded in cards. 

Cards originally held images 
of Pagan idols before they were 
transformed into modern Chris­
tian figures, ,and the Oriental 
type of coloring a n d design is 
still maintained. For that matter, 
the types and figures of cards 
have changed in all periods 
th-roughout history, as in the par­
ticul,ar instance of great changes 
made during the period of the 
French Revolution. Cards were a 
popular game in Europe in 1300, 
and were brought to England 
and other countries by the Cru­

' saders. 
Cards were originally known 

as Tarots. The Tarot was, and is, • 
a symbolical presentation of the 
secret tradition or doctrine of 
ancient E,gypt, transmitted an d 
popularized through the nomad-

ic Gypsies. As the preserver of 
the ancient secret doctrine of the 
Nature-Wisdom; the use of cards 
is not a mere mental divination. 
:For instance, the- Tarot card 
which deals with the Destruction 
of the Tower does not :typify, as 
some claim, th e destruction of 
Papal Rome and its tempol."al 
power,_but refers to a deeper and 
more ptofound meaning. 

Few have suspected th e pro­
found knowledge of vital import­
ance which the Tarot conceals. 
The Tarot, the Bible of the Gyp­
sies, came originally from the 
Great Book of Hermes, who gave 
"the key of things hidden ftom 
the begiming of the world", 
through the law of dualism or 
-opposites as it is expressed in Na­
ture. 

CARDS ALSO SHOW a pro­
nounced relationship with the 
symbolism of the Great Pyramid. 
The numbers of cards exactly 
correspond with Pyramid dimen­
sions. The conditions and phases 
of life are shown in the four de­
nominations of cards founded 
upon the four basic elements of 
Natur.e. Hearts typify the animal 
or fire element; Clubs the plant 
or air element; Diamonds the 
mineral or water element, a n d 
Spades the metal or earth e'1e­
ment. Hearts also deal with the 
Muses or Arts; Clubs with the 
Sciences; Diamonds with the vir­
tues, and Spades with conditions 
of life. More generally, Hearts 
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deal with affeotional matters -
lovers, relatives and so on, with a 
_correspondence with the influ- . 
ences of the planet Venus. Clubs 
deal with matters of th e mind, 
busines,s and so on, and are gov­
erned by the planet Mercury. Di­
amonds are generally connected 
with money matters, and am 
governed by Jupiter. Spades 
symbolize conditions of limita­
tion, iricludilllg sickness, poverty, 
hard work, and so on, and -are 
governed by Saturn, t h e planet 
of limitation. ·The quadrature 
process of arranging cards is 
based upon the four basic ele­
ments of nature. 

The Cups of the Tarot, or the 
Hearts, symbolize the passive or 
feminine principle in Nature. 
The Jack of Hearts holds a fea­
ther and an axe, symbolizing the 
necessity for care in even sma.lJ 
matters for -absolute justice. The 
King of Heart's l}.olds ·ll- spear, 
symbolizing the truth th·at pain 
is inseparable from love. 

The Wands or Clubs, symb_o­
lize the creative principle in Na­
ture; the three petals of t h e 
Clubs (a plant) symbolize the 
tr.iad action of the creative pr-in­
ciple .. The· Jack oi Clubs tilts his 
head, showing that the head -
!intelligence - must be amenable 
to the influence of Wisdom. The 
right hand of the Jack of Clubs 
holds a rod, showing that the use 
of knowledge ,is necessary. His 
bowed head symbolizes the hu­
mility of all wise souls. The King 

of Clubs is an astronomical sym­
bol • ,of man and his life upon 
Earth. The globes S'how the 
Earth'.s equatorial and poJ.ar cir­
cumfereqce. The s u n f l o w e r 
which the King of Clubs holds 
is symbolical of the Sun ( and of 
heliocentric astr5momy). 

THE PENTACLES or Dia­
monds typify the solidifyilllg or 
mineral element of life, and 
therefore, money, possessions, 
and so on, governed by Jupiter. 
The J,ack of Diamonds ( and of 
Clubs) holds a rod in the right 
hand, showing basic usefulness. 
The King of Diamonds holds an 
upraised hand, ta~ing the oath, 
with an a x e suspended behind 
him, indicating-the penalty man 
pays for violating his allegiance 
to Trnth. As the axe is not held 
by any human hand, the divine 
aspect of justice is typified. 

Swords, or Spades, symbolize 
th e limitation of the world, on 
the one hand, but also the ideal 
attainment on the other. The 
Jack of Spades holds an hour 
glass, showing the measure­
ment of time. The Queen of 
Spades has a greater significance 
than the other Queens, for she 
symbolizes the Queen of the 
Eartih, or the autumnal equinox 
~ the beautiful mother-harvest 
of Earth. She holds a lighted 
torch, a jewel and a shield with 
a fleur-cle-lis on it, typifying the 
motherhood principle of Nature. 
The jewel on her breast symbo-
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lizes the highest possible spirit­
ual conception of life wlhich is, 
of course, as the shield depicts, 
woman's most powerful weapon 
and shield. The King of Spades 
( and of Clubs) holds an uplift­
ed, but sheathed sword, symbo­
lizing that violence has no place 
in the Divine Plan, and as he 
holds it in his left, or unaggres­
sive hand, this philosophy is fur­
ther intensified. 

T h e white background of 
cards i s a profound symbol in 
itself, and the rigid position of 
the figures shows th e exactness 
of mathematical law, proportion 
and precision. The Jacks are 
beardless, but the Kings have 
beards, symbolizing the experi­
ence of age or Wisdom. The 
Queens hold flowers, symboliz­
ing the creative power and beau-
ty. 

Time is indicated in various 
ways by the cards. Days of the 
year correspond with t h e spots 
on the cards, and ·on the Joker, 
being 365 in number. Generally, 
Hearts deal . with days, Clubs 
with weeks, "Diamonds with 
months, and Spades with years. 
The cards have endless combina­
tions - there are 26,000 mean­
ings to each card and this is 

• multiplied by the number of dif­
ferent arrangements possible! 
The first three cards of a suit 
show a beginner, if in Hearts, of 
a love affair just beginning; if in 
Spades, a new work, and so on. 
Later cards in the suits show the 

time and degree of development 
of what has been started thus. 

-
It is true w ,i th cards as it is 

true in all phases of human life, 
that the abuse and not the use of 
·a thing brings discredit. Certain 
people possessing magical know­
ledge as it relates to Cards and 
their wisdom and use, hold them 
so sacred that tlhey will not em­
ploy cards in games of pleasure 
or chance. 

FEW MODERN STUDENTS 
know that when they are shuff­
ling ,an ordinary deck of playing 
cards that they hold in their 
hands one of t h e most andent 
astronomical books in the world. 
Playing cards have been used for 
many years for divination, but 
thei-r progenitor, the Taro-t, has 
in remote ages served m a n in 
the exact sdence of astrological 
prophecy. 

The Tarot has been called the 
most ancient book in the world. 
It has been called the Bible of 
Bibles, the Book of Thoth, th e 
B o o k of Hermes. It is claimed 
that the Tarot is a deducation of 
the sidereal book of Enodh; that 
it is modeled on the wheel of 
Athor. Certainly it is one of the 
most primitive revelations -· ex­
ceedingly old in conceptioh--01-
though th e earliest cards extant 
date late in the 14th century. As 
a symbolical summary of primi­
tive tradition, the Tarot forms 
the keystone of all occult and 
astrological knowledge; in it is 
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.discovered the elements of all the 
Mysteries. 

Among the ancients, knowl­
edge was only transmitted in 
great temples dedicated to this 
purpose to those of tested worth. 
The _difficulty of journey in 
reachmg these temples added to 
the limited diffusion of the high­
er knowledge. 

It is almost impossible to trace 
the origin of the Tarot back 
through the darkness of the Mid­
dle Ages, although it is plain to 
see t-hat the Taiot is a reprodue 0 

tion of twenty-two figures of 
primitive wisdom. Savants and 
students alike have disagreed as 
to the real origin of the· Tarot 
cards. Some hold that Oriental 
mythologies have bequeathed a 
hieroglyphic monument in the 
r~presentation of figures of the 
signs of the Zodiac, and the con­
stellations of the heavens. Others 
~old that the origin of the Tarot 
1s purely Egyptian, pointing out 
~n allegorical conformity of the 
Tarot. with the civil and religi­
ous doctrines of ancient Egypt. 
T.µose who hold to this idea be­
lieve the Tarot to be the la·st and 
sole remaining vestige of the su­
perb literature that once flour­
ished in Egypt. The presence of 
cert~in • semi-Egyptian figures­
particularly the Sphinx-in some. 
of the extant Tarot ca:rds does 

somewhat correlate with the pos­
sibility of the cards having been 
brought from Inda-Tartary 
through the Nile Valley by the 
Gypsies, who later settled in cen­
tral Europe. 

Still others contend that the 
Tarot is definitely connected 
with the Hebrew Kabalistic the­
osophy. The Kabala allocated the 
four suits of cards in the Minor 
Arc:ana to the four letters in the 
I:.:brew name for God-Yod-He­
Vaugh-He - and to the four 
worlds of Kabalism. Twenty­
two cards in the Major Arcana 
equal the twenty-two letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet. 

All, however, agree that the 
fotmd11tio11 of the Tarot is astro­
nomical. The accuracy of the 
Tarot are based on the constitu­
tion of the universe as demon­
strated by astronomy. The four 
·seeasons, the twelve months and 
the twelve Zodiacal signs, also 
the thirty-six decanates - each 
ruled by a planet-find an astro­
nomical correspondence ip every 
card in the Tarot. An analogy 
exists between figures and num­
bers of the Minor Arcana and 
the deoanates. With each decan 
governing ten degrees of the Zo­
dical circle, each card • corres­
ponds to a certain number of 
days in a given month, repre­
senting a certain part of a year. 



EDITORIAL 

, ASTROLOGY 

AS A SCIENCE 

. THE Encyclopaedia Britanni­
ca ( 1947) defines "astrology" as 
"the ancient art or science of di­
vining the fate and future of hu­
man beings from indications 
given by the position of the stars 
and other heavenly bodies" and 
notes that it was f9und in a de­
veloped form among the Baby­
lonians, whence it spread to 
Greece around t h e 4th century 
B. C. \Vhether the art was first 
conceived, discovered, and de­
veloped in Babylonia, or was 
adopted by the Babylonians fr9m 
outside sources ( indicating other 
earlier peoples as the dis·cover­
ers) is not germane to ·the pre­
sent discussion. 
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There is no doubt that the an­
cients considered astrology as a 
science; but, as we inc;licated in 
an earlier essay0

, that word pre­
isents special difHculties. It dia 
not mean to the ancients what it 
means to many people today. 
Current dictionaries, in line with 
their aim of informing the public 
of all meanings of a word in gen­
eral use, without prejudice as to 
the "right meaning", include 
both the meanings that the an­
cients gave to the word, "science" 
and the meaning •that the educ­
cated 20th century individual is 

0 "Limitations", EXPLORING THE UN­

~oWN #16, October 1962. 
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most likely to come across. 

JOHN W. CAMPBELL 
summed up the situation very 
well some 20 years ago, in an edi­
torial in UNKNOWN WORLDS 

( October 1942), i'n th e follow­
ing: "Our science of today h a s 
stamped itself upon the· entire 
structure of our 1 i v e s, our 
thoughts, even unto the supersti­
tion and subconsdous thoughts 
below the reasoning level. Ifs 
molded the world in its own way; 
it's practical and it works-works 
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every time it is applied accord­
ing to known, published laws 
and formulas. The essence of the 
thing is embodied in patent laws 
that require that the material, to 
be patented, must be explained 
in such a way that any 'expert in 
tile art' can duplicate it. An elec­
tric motor always works, •if th e 
current is supplied, for anyone, 
whether e x p e r t in the art or a 
two-year-old who s .tu m b 1 e s 
against the switch. Science is 
wonderful; it works every time 
for anybody. 
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"The 'science' of two - three 
- six thousand years ago was 
very different. It didn't work for 
everybody, and half the time it 
didn't work for anybody, expert 
in the art or not. When it 
worked, it was decidedly won­
derful; when it failed it was -
well, nothing worked all the 
time, anyway, did it? ... " 

There are, today, three basic 
attih1des toward astrology: (1) 
It's all superstition and mumbo­
jumbo - any seeming results ob­
tained by it are accidental, coin­
cidental, or are actually obtained 
by other means; ( 2) astrology is 
an art, with which some people 
can indeed attain results at 
times, but any actual science 
must be found elsewhere; ( 3) 
astrology is a science in the sense 
that Campbell describes above. 

LET US NOTE right away 
that no scientifically-minded 
person describes a n y genuine 
science as something that will 
"work" for everyone: there is an 
•important qualification; one 
must be an "expert irn the art." 
( The machine that works every 
time, for everyone, is the result 
of science, not s·cience i.tself. ) 
One of the superstitions of the 
20th century ( which arose out of 
the philosophical and political 
revolutions of the 18th cenhiry) 
is that the dictum "all men are 
created equal" means that every­
one can do anything, given the 
necessary education. This is not 

what Thomas Jefferson, or any 
of the other collaborators on the 
Declaration o f Independence 
meant at all. They meant that all 
human beings are equal in God's 
eyes, in the sense that, all are of 
infinite value as individuals and 
all ought to be equal before the , 
law: no individual, regardless of 
his talents, achievements, or so­
ciaL position is to be regarded as 
"above the law". There can not 
be one set of civil laws and pen­
alties for the common man and 
a different set of civil· laws and 
penalties for the VIP. 

We do not all have identical 
talents and potentialities. To be 
an orchestra conductor, for ex­
ample, one must have (a) a dis­
criminating ear for pitch (b) 
high counting ability ( c) high 
interval sense ( d) high rhythmic 
sense ( e) t h e a:bility to read a 
complicated musical score and 
''hear''. it in the mind, grasp the 
intricate pattern as a whole (f) 
a high degree of leadership 
quahty - the great conductors 
are tyrants with that charismatic 
quality, such as Hitler had, 
which inspires extraordinary de­
votion and obedience, ( g) etc. 
No amount of education and 
training can make a conductor 
out of someone who does not 
have the basic aptitudes. 

Opposed to the S•cientific view­
point is the superstition, widely 
exploited in every phase of con­
temporary life, that "anybody 
can \earn to be anything". Any 
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scientist has to have the. ability 
not only to absorb the funda­
mentals of his field, but also 
what~:v,er addi?onal talents are 
reqmreu for him to become an 
"expert in :the art". So whether 
you agree with the second or 
third viewpoint of astrology giv­
en above, the fact remains that 
everyone-not even every intelli­
gent and educated person -
cannot become an astrologer. 

T H E FIRST viewpoint ( that 
astrology is "all superstition and 
mumbo-jumbo") is the prevail­
ing opinion and viewpoint, and 
has been so since the "revolution" 
in general thought among nahrr­
al _philosophers which culmin­
ated in :the "scientific method". 
R o µ g h 1 y speaking, we might 
say this started in the period 
which we loosely call the "ren­
aissance" and reached its flower 
in the period loosely called the 

. "industrial revolution". As Jo­
seph F. Goodavage, M A F A, 
notes in an article on five great 
astrologers ( Copernicus, Galileo, 
Tycho Brahe, Kepler, and Sir 
Isaac N e w t o n) " "Everyone 
knows that on l y charlatans, 
fools or crackpots believe in as­
trology. Yet, some of the most 
prominent and brilliant people in 
history believed in it - including 
some of the most greates~~scien­
tific minds." None of the five 

""The FiTst Science" by Joseph F. 
Goodava,ge,. MAF A, ANALOG, Septem­
ber 1962. 

men above were either charla­
tans or fools; and whatever their 
personal eccentridties ( all were 
what we would call "charac­
ters"), they could not have been 
"crackpots" and contributed 
what they did to scientific know­
ledge and discovery. 0 0 

WHAT IS THE basis for the 
prevailing opinion - particularly 
among scientists? It is true, that 
at various times the Roman Ca­
tholic Church condemned astr{)l­
ogy, but this is hardly an ade­
quate ex:pfanation for twentieth 
century opinion, which is not 
particularly known for its· adher­
ence to the ,tenets of the Church 
of Rome. Similar condemnation 
( at times) or slowness in Rome's 
acceptance of other scientific 
claims did not prevent somewhat 
quicker acceptance on the part 
of scientists or of popular opin­
ion. Is there, perhaps, something 
within astrology itself which 
makes it difficult for an other­
wise open-minded, intellig~nt, 
a n d reasonably well educated 
person to consider it seriously? 

I :think· there is; and, further, 
I think this is the single out­
standing block against general 
acceptance. ( For despite the fact 
t h a t millions of people do "be­
lieve in" astrology in one way or, . 

""See "The Handle Of The Crank," 
EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN #14, June 
1962, for a description of the oharac­
tedstics of crackpots and pseudo­
scientists. 
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Sir Isaac Newton 

another, it is still not generally 
accepted. ) I think this single 
block is a matter of language 
and the thinking habits that 
language imposes. 

scientist and astrologer 

To a very large extent, the 
structure of a language, and the 
way that words are used in a cul­
ture, determine the thinking pat­
terns of that culture-pa1·ticular-
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ly in the sense of what is 
excluded. Let's look at an ex­
treme example of what, to us, 
constitutes an utterly bizarre 
language structure, and try to 
see the sort of thinking habits it 
imposes. I quote from an article 
entitled "Some Goals For Apha­
sia Therapy" by Laura L. L e e, 
from the October 1961 issue of 
ETC.: A REVIEW OF GENERAL 
SEMANTICS. 

" ... the Wintu Indians cate­
gorize the following events by a 
single word~stem: 'Mushrooms 
are growing,' 'A bird is hopping,' 
and 'I pushed a peg into the 
ground.' To th e person trained 
in English, this is an impossible 
category. But once the students 
are told that the word-stem ab­
stracts the shape of the thing be­
ing symbolized, and . that the 
mushroom-shape is the basis of 
comparison, it becomes clear. A 
bird hopping on thin legs, and a 
fist pushing down on a peg do 
resemble a mushroom shape, if 
you can see it that way. The stu­
,dents are then asked to name 
other things that would fit into 
this category and which could be 
named by this same Wintu word. 
It is interesting to watch their 
eyes begin to roam about the 
room, just like an aphasic's. 
T-hey look at the ceiling, the win­
dows, the desks, hoping that 
something will turn up in a 
mushroom shape. People with in­
tact nervous systems, however, 
can keep the abstract category in 

mind while scanning visually, 
and ,they can go beyond the im­
mediate situation in their search, 
whereas many aphasics cannot. 
Students rather quickly give up 
looking for mushrnom-shaped 
objects in the room and begin to 
search for images. They will sug­
gest a lollipop, a s t o p sign, an 
umbrella. Nearly always their 
answers are nottns. Asked to find 
the mushroom - shape category 
in activities which we would 
codify with verbs ( such as 'I 
pushed a peg into the ground'), 
they are apt to be quite lost, 
Their rigid use of English cate­
gories makes them somewhat 
'aphasic' in Wintu." 

THE DIFFICULTIES with 
·t h e words, images, and cate­
gories found in astrology are, -of 
course, nothing like as extreme 
as the difficulties in the example 
above; but they are manifesta­
tions of the same thing: the dif­
ficulty of thinking in a manner 
which is inherent in a particular 
use of words, and which ( iri the 
case of astrology) is c;oncealed . 
rather -than obvious. There are 
fundamental assumptions behind 
the use of_ t h e words found in 
astrological writing which are 
not stated - assumptions the 
scientific method rejects. In Ba­
bylonia, and other parts of th e 
ancient world, it was not neces­
sary to state them; everyone 
thought that way, and the words 
communicated easily, because of 
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A contempornry astrologer explains the zodiac 

this unspoken agreement on bas­
ic assumptions behind them. 

It was generally understood 
in the ancient world that when 
event 'h followed event a, a was 
the cause of b. We call this today 
the post hoc ergo propter hoc 
fallacy ( after it, therefore, be­
cause of it) and you see it daily 
in the papers. (A man rapes a 
child. It is found that the rapist 
is addicted to "pornographic" 
publications. Therefore, "porno­
graphic." publications c a u s e 
child rape. ) 

ANCIENT ASTRONOMERS 
nohced that the tides follow a 
pattern, which bears a distinct 
and predictable relationship to 
the motions of the Moon. They 
observed the Moon long enough 
to note that its position in the 
sky could be predicted with the 
greatest precision; therefore, it 
was possible to predict tides in 
advance - a very valuable thing 
for navigation. They knew no­
thing of gtavitational fields. In 
accordance with the "when event 
b follows event a, then event a 
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is the cause of b" assumption that 
permeated the entire ancient ci­
vilization, the conclusion was the 
Moon causes the tides. 

Very loosely speaking, this 
isn't too bad - but the important 
thing to remember is what is le~ 
out. It took a long time before 
people realized that the Moon 
has no mystic or magical effect 
upon the oceans of Earth, but 
rather that it is the gravitational 
field of the Moon ( along wit'h 
that of the Sun) which prod'uces 
the effeot, and that the position 
of the M o o n in the sky repre­
sents a relationship, not a cause. 

The study of astrology is actu­
ally the study of -the relat10nshlp 
of the positions of heavenly 
bodies to the probability of 
events here on Earth. The neav­
enly bodies do not cause the 
events; but the principles of as­
trology are couched in language 
which assumes that they do 
cause the subsequent events. 

In the editorial which appears 
in the same issue of ANALOG as 

- the Goodavage article, John W. 
Campbell speaks of "a pattern 
having an effeot ,that the ele­
ments of the pattern. do n o t 
have." The motion of the Moon 
is an element in the pattern of an 
effect which we call the tides. 
Campbell continues, "It's true 
that chemists ran into that phen­
omenon at the molecular level -
OH 3 -O-OH 3 ihas the same el­
ements as CH 3-GHrOH but 
a radically different effect!-but 

to fin d that a pattern-arrange­
ment of the planets has immense­
ly significant effects that the 
planets themselves do not is a 
very different thing indeed. 

"And it means that a phenom­
enon has been demonstrated to 
be valid without anyone yet pav­
ing been able to explain why it 
is valid. It works ... and we don't 
know why." 

THE PERCEPTIVE reader 
has already noted that Campbell 
has inadvertently fallen back up­
on the fallacy of'the Babyloni­
ans, though in mu ch more 
sophisticated and "m o d e r n" 
sounding terminology. He h as 
eliminated o n e source of diffi­
culty - and a tremendous one -
in. asserting that the individµal 
planets do n o t cause the events 
which astrologers can predict 
from observing their positions -
but he has fallen back into post 
hoc ergo propter hoc when he as­
signs the cause to the pattern. 

Can we escape from this diffi­
culty?· 

I t'h.ink we can. The pattern, of 
which the position of the Moon 
in the sky is the most conspicu­
ous element, makes it possible to 
predi·ct tides, in an exclusive 
way. \Ne can say that when the 
Moon is in a certain position, we 
should not expect high tide at a 
particular place on the coast. In 
the vast majority of instances, 
assuming that we are "experts in 
the art", we will be correct: the 
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water will be low at that time, in 
that place. 

Providing there i s no tsunami 
reaching that bit of coast at that 
time! If there is, then we'll have 
a very high tide at what should 
have been low-tide time. 

No one, however, would im­
peach the accuracy and value of 
tide predktions, on t h e whole, 
because o f occasional tsunamis. 
However, there is an important 
point here. The low-tide predic­
t i on is never absolute. It is al­
ways a high-order probability -
high enough to make plans ac­
cording to it, with a reasonable 
feeling of assurance. Nonethe­
less, an interference factor re­
mains possible. . 

This applies to all types of sci­
entific predictions: they are nev­
er absolute, always probabilities 
of various orders. Some of them 
show probabilities of so high an 
order that we are perfectly justi­
fied in not bothering about the 
probabilities of the predicted 
not coming about. Given the air 
pressure, we can say that water 
boils at a particular temperatnre. 
That is a high order probability. 
Aotual1y, it is possible that the 
next time you apply the proper 
amount of heat to a pan of water. 
half of it will boil and ,the other 
half will freeze. This possibility 
is one of the elements in the 
over-all pattern - but the proba­
bility is so low that there's no 
point. in either worrying about 
it or looking for it to_ happen. 

WE HA VE LEARNED in this 
century that there is a relation­
ship between the types and 
amounts of various types of radi­
ation we receive here on Earth 
and probable human behavior. 
We know what various types of 
radiation have different pene­
trating indices. Some do not get 
through the atmosphere to any 
appreciable degree; others pene­
trart:e the Earth's crust to a con­
siderable degree. We know that 
Earth is; in fact, bombarded by 
radiations from all directions, 
and that this bombardment is a 
constant one - in the sense that 
the radiations are cons,tantly 
traveling in our direction from 
whatever source they originated. 
However, the type and amount 
that reaches any one of us at any 
particular time depends upon 
(a) the position of the Eart11 in 
its rotation ( b) the position_of 
the Earth in i:ts orbit ( c) fhe po­
sition of the Solar System itself 
in its peregrination through the 
galaxy (d) the position of the 
various planets, satellites, as­
teroids, planetoids, meteors, co­
mets, etc - any body of any size 
which might at any time absorb 
all or part of any radiation 
w h i ch otherwise would hit 
Earth. 

A PREDICTION is as much 
an exclusive as inclusive pheno­
menon. It tells as much, perhaps 
more, about what will not hap­
pen as about what will happen. 
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It rules out innumerable proba­
biliities. The scientific ( as op­
posed to th e intuitive) prophet 
seeks to find out which events, in 
given circumstances, are high or­
der probabilirties a n d which are 
very 1 o w order probabilities -
low enough so that, like half 
your water boiling and the other 
half freez~ng under the applica­
tion of the requisirte amounts of 
heat, these probabilities can rea­
sonably be ignored. And some 
he will say are flatly impossible 
- like bringing the water in yom: 
teakettle to a boil ( from 40° Far­
enheit) by applying one stand­
ard safety match to th e under­
side of the kettle for three sec­
onds. 

Perhaps some physicist may 
discover some principle whereby 
suoh an event is theoretically 
possible, after all; perhaps it 
already is known to be theoretic­
ally possible. Not relevant, now, 
in any case. 

So we have Earth; and every­
thing on it, under constant bom­
bardment; but no one and no­
thing receives all th e radiation 
heading for our planet. No one 
and nothing receives a steady 
amount of any one type of radi­
artion. At one particular time, yon 
or I will absorb X amounts of Z 
radiation; at another time we 
will receive X-plus or X-minus 
amounts. Conceivably, at certain 
times we might receive no Z rad­
iation at all. At all times, we will 
receive as m u ch of radiation Z 

as is possible; the position of the 
various p1'anets and other heav­
enly bodies, constantly chang­
ing, constantly acting as momen­
tary filters or screens, determines 
how much -radiation Z any one of 
us can receive at any given time. 
( And, of course, our own indi­
vidual locations on Earth will 
enter into the equation; there are 

• both natural and artificial ob­
jects here which may act as fil­
ters ,or screens. There a r e more 
of such interference factors now 
-than there were in the times of 
the Babylonians.) 

THIS AMOUNT of radiation 
each of us receives has a relation­
ship ,to what is 'pos·sible to hap­
pen in our make-up betwen the 
time we are conceived and our· 
birth. It also has a re1'ationship 
as to how our emotions and phys­
ical well or ill-being may be af­
fected at vari(')us times. To the 
extent that we are aware of these 
influences, it may be possible 
for us to exert some control over 
them. If we know that a certain 
overplus of radiation X is due to 
strike Earth - our part of it -
at a given period, we m a y be 
able to take shelter, or just get 
out of the way. If we know that 
a bath of radiation X is unavoid­
able, but that this has proven to 
have pa1,ticular effects upon us, 
then it may be possible for us to 

· modify these effects. Ptolemy 
wrote that the stars impel, but 
do not compel. While he was 
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still thinking in terms of the post 
hoc ergo propter hoc fallacy, he 
did have a very important idea 
there - namely, that this equa­
tion is not a totally deterministic 
one, wherein we are all helpless 
puppets of fate. We still have 
free will; we can take action 
( even an emotional attitude is 
an action) which may turn these 
otherwise implacable effects to 
(seeming) advantage. (It's al­
ways "seeming" because even 
sensitives who can see part of the 
future cannot see everytliing.) 

NOW WE CAN see why the 
astrologers want to know not on­
ly the date and place of your 
birth. hut also the time to the 
closest possible minute. The pat­
tern of the heavens is constantly 
shi.fting, hut the principle ele­
ments in the equation~the major 
planets, etc.-are going through 
repeated patterns. However, ev­
en so little as fifteen minutes can 
make a substantial difference in 
a horoscope; and it stands to 
reason that, in actuality, one 
minute can make a difference. 
Just how you or I respond to any 
given type and amount of radia­
tion ( within the limits of toler­
ance; beyond these the "dose" 
may be fatal) will depend to a 
certain extent upon our individu­
al physical make-up; to a certain 
extent, this will condition our 
emotional make-up. It is as use­
ful and important to get accurate 
information on such elements as 

• it is to see our dentist regularly. 
(We can live, generally speak­
ing, without either; we may be 
able to live better, generally 
speaking, with both.) 

THE PREDICTIONS that a 
competent astrologer makes are 
not, and never can be, absolute. 
The stars ( and this wol'd, too 
needs to be changed, because 
when these observations • were 
first made all heavenly bodies 
were considered as "stars") are 
not either personal or impersonal 
rulers of our destiny in the sense 
of there being a fixed, predeter­
mined "fate" for each one of us,· 
about which we can do nothing. 
The 1nf onnation which can be 
derived from a study of radia­
tions and their effect upon us, 
and the pattern of heavenly 
bodies which indicates the when 
and how much of any particular 
radiation at a given time, tells no 
more than high order probabili­
ties. 

In short, general situations 
and conditions can be stated ~ 
but what you or I or others 
choose to do about and wi'thin 
the situations is up to us; the 
choices we make ( or which' oth­
ers make and which directly af­
fect us) can and often do change 
what should have been high or­
der probabilities to low order 
probabilities - and may rule 
them out completely. If I have 
the aptitudes -to be a great paint­
er, for example, but through a 
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foolish choice ( my own or some­
one else's) I suffer an accident 
which results in the loss of my 
eyesight, then it doesn't make 
any difference what my horo­
scope may say about my poten­
tialities for being a great paint­
er. And, strangely enough, my 
horoscope may indicate the pos­
sibility- of a serious accident or 
misfortune around this particular 
time; being forewarned, it m a y 
be avoided. If _astrology were in 
the position of being an exact 
science, then a mQ•ch tighter and 
more detailed probaibility chart 
could be worked out - but note: 
given this, such a chart would 
have to be recast constantly. The 
choices I make today, the things 
that actually do happen to me to­
day, rule out or subs,tantially re­
duce what, yesterday, might 
have been first order probabil­
ities. This can be carried to a 
reducto ad absurdum - to the • 
point where I spend all my time 
and energy studying probability 
charts - but it doesn't have to be 
carried so far. ( And anything at 
all may become absurd when ex­
trapolated to its limits, logically. 
That is because deductive extra­
polation does not allow for cut­
off points, which are always en­
tering i n t o the picture, in 
reality.) 

BUT WHEN we look at the 
whole question in this light, then 
the fundamental basis of astrolo­
gy comes out of the realm of ma-

gic and legend and abracadabra, 
and primitive notions about the. 
stars and heavenly bodies having 
s o u l s, and actually causii:ig 
events. We leave th e area of 
"truth", which . is outside the 
realm of inductive science, and 
enter the limited but very useful 
,and necessary area where the 
scientific method is competent. 
"What the circumstances are, 
what choices seem to be open" is 
th e proper business of science; 
"what I ought to do about these 
circumstarnces, what attitudes 
and orientations toward circum­
stances will be most fulfilling 
for me and my individual needs" 
is no damn business of the scien­
tist. That is conce~ned with the 
vaster area of truth, and the sci­
entist who behaves like a scien­
tist, doesn't try to impose his 
lesser disciplines and formula­
tions and conclusions on the 
greater - which will effect him 
as a person no less than it affects 
me. (In other words, when a 
scientist speaks about religion, 
philosophy, etc. - exclusive of 
examining the functions of lang­
uage - he is speaking as a lay­
man, not .as a scientist.) 

Reports indicate that numer­
ous scientists, these days, are 
beginning to take the fundament­
als of a~trology seriously. What 
does this mean? That they have 
become mystics? By no means 
( and where this might be true, 
then it is meaningless, because 
one cannot behave like a scientist 
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- employ the scientific method 
- in the realm of mysticism; one 
can only be a layman of various 
levels of understanding, etc.). It 
means that they are finding 
·these fundamentals useful with­
in the boundaries of the scientific 
method. There are limits, though 
we may not always :be able to 
define them exactly. But the 
realm of truth is unlimited, for 
that is the realm of God. (This 
is stated badly, but I can d·o no 
b!:)tter; languaige is t o o limited. 
But let me s,tate here that I do 
not mean bv this that God is shut 
out of, or· in any way limited 
within, the limited aTea of the 
scientific method.) I n making 
use of astrology, scientists will 
have to discard a great deal of 
inadequate language and the 
sor,t of thinking that this primi­
tive language impels. Those who 
look upon astrology as some sort 
of magic won't be happy at al1. 

WE DO NOT have (and most 
likely will never have) sufficient 
data for 100 % accur-ate predic­
tions; the best we can get 1s 
higher and higher order proba­
bilities. The ancients spoke ih 
•terms which we, with our pre­
sent knowledge, may be inclined 
to "translate" into· "radiation" -
but in so doing we are imposing 
our patterns upon them; there is 
no evidence that the ancients 
had the data we have, or that it 
all meant the same thing to -them 
as it does to us. We have two 

elements: the pattern of the 
heavenly bodies, and radiations. 
There may be another, or more 
tl1an one other, vital element 
about which, as yet we know 
nothing. ( Since the more we 
know, the greater realization of 
our ignorance follows, I think it 
is safe to assume that there are 
other vital elements in the equ'a­
tion of which, as yet, we know 
nothing.) • 

But here we have an import­
ant clue as to ( a) why most 
scientists during the past few 
centuries could not accept as,tro1-
ogy as a science (b) why a few 
men of genius like Copernicus, 
Galileo, Tycho Brahe, Kepler, 
and Newton could accept it. For 
group a, the absence of informa­
tion about radiation from space 
made it impossible for them to 
see beyond the pr,imitive lang­
uage and the fallacious assump­
tions behind the language of 
astrological lore. For group b, 
the presence of a pattern sug­
gested the possibility of relation­
ships - which they did not un­
derstand b u t very probably 
grasped intuitively. 

IT IS • NOT impossible that 
astrology originated in Baby­
lonia, but I wonder. As Ptolemy 
said, the stars do not compel, 
but impel. They do not cause 
certain effects themselves, so faT 
as the probable des,tinies and be­
havior of men is concerned, but 
at certain times certain destinies 
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a n d certain behavior have high 
probability and these probabili­
•ties vary with the patterns that 
can be--seen in the heavens. What 
pther conclusion could the an­
cients come to hut magical influ­
ences proceeding from the hMv­
enly bodies, which they con­
ceived of as having souls, etc.? 

When, where, how were fh e 
observations of such positions 
made? When was the correlation 
between these patterns and the 
patterns of probable human be­
havior made? 

Statistics are valuable for 
large ,groups of people; they 
cannot ·be applied with cert;:tinty 
to ,th e individual. However, all 
the indiv-iduals born when the 
heavenly bodies are in a particu­
lar pattern constitute one group: 
Thus certain general assertions 
can be made about this group. 

There a r e those who claim 
that there is no "mystery" about 
astrology. I disagree. So long as 
we do not know all the elements 
in the equation ( and we do not) 
there will remain much mystery. 
The patiterns of the major plan­
ets, etc., have remained invaria­
ble ,throughout human history -
but more and more elemen'ts in 
t h e pattern con_tinue to1 be dis­
covered and must be included in 
computations. Again, while ,the 
elements within our Solar System 
have, generally speaking, re­
mained constant, the positidn of 

the Solar System in the cosmos 
has not. To substitute the word 
"radiations" for "influences" is 
useful and helpful - but it does 
not explain everything. We neea 
to kriow a great deal more about 
radiations, t h e i r effects on hu­
man make-up, behavior, etc. 

We know thait sunspots are an 
element. There is ·,a correlation 
between sunspots and outbursts 
o f widespread irrational human 
behavior. ( But sunspots do not 
cause irrational human behavior; 
they do, however, have an effect 
which makes it more probable.) 

There is, then the basis of a 
science within t h e fascinating 
and ancient discipline which we 
know as astrology. When wd can 
get rid of the outmoded appara­
tus wedded 1:o it, .the presoientif­
ic terminology that triggers post 
hoc ergo propter hoc and other 
fallacious methods of reasoning, 
it may not be at all difficult to 
persuade t h e intelligent layman 
that .~t is really quite respectaole. 

Meanwhile, as of August 1962, 
my mind is no longer open on the 
subject; my mind is closed to 
the proposition that "astrology is 
all superstition and mumbo-jum~ 
bo:" But I don't hold that even 
,t h e ·best astrologer can teH me 
everything, or that the probabili­
ties even the most competent- put 
forth are to be considered as ab­
solute certainti·es. RAWL 



HOUDINI 
and the ·spirits 

by LYDIA EMERY 

Houdini's exposes of phoney mediums, and mu.fti­
forious fakery in psychic matters are we-M known. Yet, 
there is good reason for the opi-nion ,that the great 
magician hoped that genuine ~essages might be 

·received. 

HARRY HOUDINI was born 
in 1874, son of a Hungarian rab­
bi who settled in Appleton, Wis­
consin. In his teens he gave up 
his real name, Erich Weiss, and 
a<lopted a more euphonious one 
in honor of his boyhood inspira­
tion and idol: the famous French 
conjtirer, Robert Houdin. Hou­
din's "Memoirs" were fascinating 
reading for the magic-minded 
youngster who saw his first ma­
gician in the sideshows of a trav-. 
el~ng ,circus. 

Short, stooky in build, with 
powerful muscles and a fine 
Jjhysique, the gray-eyed illusion­
ist did not, as most people sup­
posed, depend on his physical 
prowess alone to effect his re­
leases. Nor could he, as m:any be­
lieved, press his thumb so tightly 
against his fingers that the dia­
meter of his hand would reduce 
itself to less than that of his wrist. 

The real secret behind his 
marvelous escape work was his 
v-ast knowledge o f knots, locks 

This article -fi,rst appeared in the PSYCHIC OBSERVER 
(Drawer 90, Southern Pines, North Carolina) and is pre­

sented here by special permission. 

37 
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• and all forms of ·ancient and 
modern confinements. 

Th e following data appeared 
on page 213, "The Encyclopediia 
o f Psychic Science" b y N and or 
Fodor: Houdini was -a very clev­
er magician, but •according to Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, his narrow­
mindedness was sufficiently in­
dicated by the fact that he died 
disbelieving that the phenomena 
of hypnotism was genuine. In 
"Houdini -and Conan Doyle", oy 
B. M. L. Ernst and Hereward 
Carrington, many interesting let­
ters are published on Houdini's 
strange adventures in psychic 
realms. 

After h i s death, there was a 
long controversy about the code 
words which he left behind to 
prove his identity, if mess,ages be 
claimed to orig.inate from h i m. 
W,ill Goldstone, noted English 
magioran, .i n "Sensational Tales 
of Mystery Men", quotes a letter 
from Mrs. Houdini with this ad­
mission: "I have gotten the mes­
sage I have been waiting for 
from my beloved husband, how 
if not by spiritual aid, I do not 
know." The medium was Arthur 
Ford. • 

Some of Houdini's American 
colleagues made sweeping con­
cessions. David P. Abbot, of the 
American S.P.R., and E. A. Par­
sons, investigated in 1906 the di­
rect-voice phenomena of Mrs. 
E. Bl-ake. They 'both became con­
v:inced of its genuine nature. Ab­
bot published his experiences in 

OMAHA WORLD HERALD. How­
ard Thurston, upon whom the 
mantle of Keller f e 11, is a con­
vinced Spiritu 1alist. 

Among his writings were, "A 
Magician Ani.ong the Spirits," 
"Miracle Mongers," and "The 
Unmasking of Robert Houdin"; 
based on the life of Jean Eugene 
R ob e r 't Houdin, ( 1805-71 ) 
Frenc'h conjurer and magician, 
celebmted for his optical illu­
sions and mechanical devices, 
and for the fact that he attribut­
ed his magic to natural-rather 
than to so-oall-ed "supernatural" 
powers. The first to employ 
electro-magnetism for his effects, 
he authored an "Autography" in 

_1857 and "Secrets of Prestidigita-
tion and M,agic" in 1868. 

HOUDINI'S chi 1 d hood 
dreams were centered around 
becoming a magidan. As a result, 
he and his brother, Theodore 
Hardeen, became professional 
tricksters at an early age, travel­
ing fr o m town to town with a 
small group of assistants. It be­
came a common sight to see Har­
ry Houdini ti1ghtly bound with 
ropes, locked i n a heavy chest 
around which chains were se­
curely dmwn, and thrown over­
board into a local river. Making 
an escape, he was rewarded with 
whatever small change one cared 
to donate. This led to road­
shows with small companies and 
later to_ vaudeviUe, whiah he 
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I" -

Houdini and "fake" spirit hands 

headlined with his wife, Bea­
trice. 
- It was not until the early 
1920's however, that Houdini re­
ceived national attention, a n d 
this was. accomplished through 
hds connection with the widely­
publicized mediumship of the 

- renowned "Margery," who in 
private Hfe was known as Mina 

Stinson Crandon, wife of the 
well-known Boston surgeon, Dr. 
L. R. G. Crandon. 

IT WAS through Dr. C:ran­
don's •interest in psychic research 
that his wife became one of the 
most noted American Spiritualiist 
mediums. Books on the subject 
were foHowed by vis-its to clair­
voyants, and it was during a rare 
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visit to a medium that Mrs. Cran­
don' s deceased brother, Walter, 
con'l:acted her for the first time, 
relating triviial occurrences as 
tests pertaining to the authentici­
ty of his appearance to the med­
ium, and •informing his sister that 
she herself possessed great psy­
chic ability. 

When told of Walter's visita­
tion, ( a youth who had been 
k;illed in an accident a number 
of years prior to this seance) Dr. 
Crandon encour,aged his wife's 
spiritual dev~lopment by decid­
ing to experiment pr•ivateiy. Not 
being familiar with th e tech­
nique involved in t h e act of 
development, M i n a Crandon 
liapsed into several trances from 
whioh she had difficulty rehim­
ing to consciousness. 

Almost from the beginning of 
Mrs. Crandon's seances, her bro­
ther was in control; first, simple 
table liftings, then raps and levi­
tations. Flying ash-trays and 
vases, often filled with flowers; 
whistling and music; cold breez­
es •and· materialized .!hands that 
wrote messages in several lang­
uages, •including Chinese, were 
evident after only a fow months. 
0 th e r than occasionaiJ demon­
strations of automatic writing, 
the maniifestiations were mostly 
physioal. Eotoplasmic features 
became a common occurrence. 

The entire records of Mina 
Stinson Crandon and the seances 
whi:ch took pl1ace at her home at 
No. 10 Lime S't., Boston, Mass., 

can be found in the book, "Mar­
gery," written by J. Malcolm 
Bird, who attended many s,ittings 
with the famous medium. It was 
;Mr. ·Bird who first called M:r.s. 
Crandon "Margery," in order to 
shield her and Dr. Cmndon from 
the eyes of the world during the 
Scientific American Psychic In,. 
vestigation in whioh she played 
the major role. " , ~, 

When word of Margery s re­
markable demonstrations of spir­
it contact was made known, 
not e d surgeons, philosophers, 
psyaholog,ists 1and physicists, in­
cluding Aus-tin C. Lescarboura of 
the Ameri-oan Scientific Press, 
sought admittance to No. 10 
Lime St. 

In London and Paris, where 
"Margery" was taken by her hus­
band, the renowned medium 
capp.i.red the interest of leading 
B~itish and European students 
of psychic research, as w .e 11 as 
the interest of the late 'Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, who had read of 
her feats in th e WoRLD PSYCHIC 
PRESS. 

IN 1924 the magazine, SCIEN­
TIFIC AMERICAN, conducted an 
investigation in a searah for gen­
uine psychic phenomena which 
could pass the most rigorous sci­
entific tests. F or these tests, a 
commitlee of five men were to be 
chosen, men whose integrity was 
above reproach. 

The InvestigaJting Committee 
of SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN was 
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composed of the following: Dr. 
William McDougall, Professor 
of Psychology 1at Harvard Uni­
versity; D r. Daniel Frost Com­
s'tock, Physicist on the Faculty of 
i\.fassachusetts Institute of Teoh­
nology; Dr. Hereward Carring­
ton, American delegate to the In­
ternartional Psyohical Congress; 
Dr. Walter Franklin Prince, 
Principal Research Officer of the 
American Society for Psychical 
Research; and Harry Houdini, 
stage magician and esoape-artist. 
There was one non-voting mem­
ber of the.five investigators: Mr. 
Bird, who acted as secretary for 
the taking of shorthand notes. 

Th e investigation revolved 
around ·a group of seances to be 
conducted by "Margery." Al­
though Houdini h a d accepted 
th e post as an investigator, he 
did not attend many of the sit­
tings, due, he stated, to his 
vaudeville engagements. How­
ever, ·when newspaper accounts 
informed him of t h e meetings, 
he ·anxiously wired, asking that 
no definite votes be taken until 
his arrival. 

It was -one of ithese seances at­
tended by Houdini w hi ch ap­
parently decided t h e judges in 
favor of the authenticity of "tfar­
gery's" mediumship. 

As always, Walter, Mrs. Cran­
don's deceased brother, acted as 
the medium's coUaborator dur­
ing trance. • On this particular 
occasion, -th e magician had 
brought a massive box in which 

the medium was placed, with 
only h e r head and ihands free. 
Locks were snapped into place 
and her hands were gripped on 
either side by n:iembers of the 
committee. Houdini was chosen 
to sit at Mrs. Crandon's right 
·and to hold her hand throughout 
t h e seance. At this time a bell 
was placed a few feet in front of 
the cabinet. 

A few minutes later, "Mar­
gery" had gone into trance and 
Walter came through with greet­
ings to the committee members. 
When he reached Houdini, how­

. ever, instead of extending greet-
ings, he asked how much money 
t h e magiciian was reooiwng for 
s t opp i n g the phenomen:a. 
Whereupon Dr. Comstock inter­
rupted ·by asking what the entity 
meant by such a remark. 

A·ccording to the recorded sci­
entif,ic report, Walter replied, 
"Comstock, you take that bell­
box out into white light, examine 
it, and report back. You'll see 
fast enough what I mean." 

Following Walter's instruc­
tions, the physicist found a rub­
ber eraser, from the end of a pen­
cil, tucked between the contact 
boards at an angle. Although 
this did not make the bell wholly 
~noperative, it did require ap­
proximately four times the usual 
pressure to ring it. 

Shortly after th e committee's 
findings, Harry Houdini pub­
I i s h e ,d his notorious "Pink 
Pamphlet" independently of 
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the investigating scientists, and 
without their knowledge de­
nounoirng psychic research. Two 
ye ,a rs later, 1926, Houdini 
passed away. 

T H E HOUDINI messages 
were confused by numerous per-

. sons for many years. The mother 
of Harry Houdini had promised 
before h e r death, to return to 
her son wiith a pre-arranged 
message, ,if survival w e r e true. 
This message, however, was nev­
er received by the magician, who 
disbelieved in Spiritualism. "The 
Houdini Messages," an outstand­
ing booklet on the subject, was 
written by Francis R. Fast, 150 
Broadway, New York City. This 
booklet is now out of print. 

After Houdini's deatih, the 
world waited - f n r. whait they 
did n o t know. Perhaps only a 
word which would mean surviv­
al. But none w as forthcoming. 
The pre-arranged messag~ be­
tween the ma,gici:an and his wife, 
that had received so much pub­
licity remained unspoken. 

Then, in 1928, the Rev. Arthur 
Ford, pastor of the First Spi•ritu­
alist Ghurc'h, Carneg,ie Hall, 
New, York City, announced he 
h ad a message from Houdini's 
mother, an d that the key-word 
was "Forgive." 

IMMEDIATELY after this 
annd\mcement, news reporters 
from the BROOKLYN EAGLE came 
forth in print with an aocount, 

branding the minister a fraud. 
According to one reporter, Bea­
trice Houdini had spoken of this 
messiage in ari initerview with 
the BROOKLYN EAGLE in March 
of 1927. Other papers soon took 
up the cry, denouncing the 
youthful medium, who was then 
only in his middle twenties. 

Born and reared ·in Florida, 
Arthur Ford, as a boy, was simp­
ly called Art, and his greatest 
ambition was to go barefoot. The 
son of Albert Ford and Henrietta 
Brown Ford, he was one of four 
children. -

Immed~ately after being grad­
uated from h1gh school, while 
still in his teens, he married and 
had one son: This marri•age, how­
ever, was of very short duration, 
and it was while in college that 
he came to the attention of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. The inter­
est of the celebrated Englishman 
led to study in Indi•a and to re­
cognition of the Florida youth's 
gi-ft of mediumship throughout • 
Europe and England. Receiving 
a summons from Her Majesty, 
Queen Alexandria, Ford was giv­
en a jeweled emblem of the Brit­
ish Coat of Arms as a token of 
her esteem. 

As the joint-protege of Doyle 
and Sir Oliver Lodge, Arthur 
Ford returned to America as • 
minister of the First Spiritualist 
Church in Carnegie Hall. 

At the time of the first Houdini 
message, the noted medium and 
lecturer had recently lost his son, 
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Robed Houdm, from whom Erich 
Weiss took his stage name. 

who died from exposure after 
falling through . t h e ice while 
skating. Deeply immersed in his 
own sorrow, he refused to com­
ment on the debate at hand. 

Insitead, in November of 1928, 
he again sat in trance. The sec­
ond message was delivered by 
the medium's spir•it collaborator. 
"Fletiaher," a French-Can.adian, 
during eight separate seances; 
four wifu individuals an d four 
with small groups, among them a 
New York physician and Hamil­
ton Emmonse of England, who 

was visiting America at that time, 
and who w a s present at three 
sittings. 

THE MESSAGE, in its erutire­
ty, took over ten weeks to assem­
ble, since only one word at a 
time was possible at the begin­
ning of th e experiment, whioh 
took place in Ford's hotel room, 
some miles from the Houdini 
residence at No. 67 Payson Ave. 

"The first word," Fletcher 
said, after coming through in a 
well-lighted room, "is the one 
that is going to unlock the rest." 
The first word relayed to Fletch­
er by the spirit, Barry Houdini, 
was "Rosabelle." 

It was not until two weeks 
later that a second word, "Now," 
was added. In December, the 
third word was given, whioh 
was "Look," and described as 
acturully being the sixth word in 
the code. 

During the holidays, however, 
Fletcher - asked that the word 
"Now" be withdraiwn as possibly 
incorrect. T w o other words, 
"Right" and "Now", were also 
brought through and eliminated. 
At the end of the year, four new 
words were added. They w e r e, 
"Rosabelle," "Answer," "Pray," 
and "Tell." 

Several days followi~g the 
. New Year, the seventh seance 
was conducted and the guide 
beheld but two errors in the mes­
sage;. whioh were to consist of 
transposing-the third and fourth 
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words, and the last words, of the 
ten' complete words in the· se­
quence. 

Speaking for Houdini, Fletch­
er continued. "He tells me that 
,he has put the next five words, 
explaining these, in French." The 
control had not deciphered theni 
and . therefore gave the other 
words in advance. 

On January 5th, 1929, the 
eighth and fina'l seance took 
place, rut which time the last 
word of the second Houdini 
message was given. It was "Tell."­
Trhe time was then asked by the 
Spirit control an d recorded as 
being 9:23 p. m. T,his was fol­
lowed by a dictated message 
which was to be written in long­
hand .and delivered to Beatrice 
Houdini from her husband. 

"Harry Houdini whose real 
name was Erich Weiss, is here," 
Fletcher said, "·and wishes to 
send to his wife, Beatrice Hou­
dini, the t e n word code which 
he would do if it were possible 
to communicate. Houdini says 
you a-re to take this message to 
her, and upon acceptance of it, 
he wishes her to follow the plan 
they agreed upon prior to his 
passing." 

Whereupon, the code mes­
sage, in its entirety, was repeat­
ed. It was as follows: 

"ROSABELLE - _AN­
SWER - TELL - PRAY 
- ANSWER - LOOK -
TELL - AN SW E R 
ANSWER - TELL!" 

Upon completion of the note 
and message, the letter was 
signed by ,those present, who 
w e r e, Francis R. F1ast, a New 
Yorker broker· and importer; 
Helen E. Morris; Dorathy Staf­
ford, and John W. Stafford, As­
sociate Editor of the SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN. 

FLETCHER'S NEXT spee~h 
was stenographically r~corded 
by Mr. Fast and Mr. Stafford, 
and is as follows: 

"Tihat last is the message 
which is to go to his (Houdini's) 
wife. He wants it signed in ink 

_ by each one present. He says the 
code is known only to him and to 
his wife, -and that' no one on 
Earth -buit those two know it. He 
says there is no danger on that 
s-core, and that she must make it 
public. It musit come from her; 
you are nothing more than 
agents. 

"He s,ays -th-at wihen this comes 
through there will be a veritable 
storm, that many will seek to de­
stroy her and she will be accused 
of everything that is not good, 
but she is honest enough to keep 
that pact which they repeated 
over • and over before his death. 
T h e last words he spoke were 
those used in going over this to­
gether, so that they would un­
derstand it clearly. 'I know,' he 
says, 'that she will be happy, be­
cause neither of us believed tlmt 
it would be possible'. 

"Her husband says that on re-
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ceipt of th i s message she must 
set a time, as soon 1as possible, 
when s·he will sit with this instru­
ment, Arthur Ford, - while I, 
Fletcher, speak to her, and after 
he has repeated this message to 
her, s h e is to return a code to 
him which wiH be understood by 
her and by him alone. The code 
that w i 11 be returned will be a 
supplement to this code, and the 
two together will spell a word 
which sums it all up, and that 
word will he ithe message that he 
wants to send back. He refuses 
to give that word until she gives 
it to him." _ 

The next day after th e final 
seance, which was Sunday, Mr. 
Fast and Mr. Stafford, both 
'strangers to Mrs. Houdini, called 
at the Houdini home where Bea­
trice Houdini lived with her mo­
ther, Mrs. Balbonoa Rabner, her 
sister, Mrs. Marie-Hinson, Mrs. 
Minnie Chester and Miss JuHa 
Karchere, her life-long compan­
ion, t.o deliver the letter and 
code message. The magician's 
wife had been slightly injured in 
a fall on New Year's but she nev­
ertheless received the two men. 

At the conclusion of their tes,t­
imonies, and with the code be­
fore her as mute proof of their 
sl!:atements, she agreed readily to 
a se'ance which w a s to be con­
ducted ,at h er home two days 
later. 

ON JANUARY 8th, 1929, Ar­
thur Ford, accompanied by three 

members of his group and Har­
ry R. Zander, a representative of 
the United Press, called at No. 67 
Payson Avenue, where they met 
Beatrice Houdini and two of her 
friends. The Roman Catholic 
wife of the world's greatest ma­
gician lay on a couch as she mo­
tioned the visitors to be seated. 

Relaxing in a chair that h a d 
belonged ,to Harry Houdini, the 
medium, Arthur Ford, again 
went as if into deep slumber and 
the voice o'f Fletcher, wi'llh its . 
French-Canadian accent, £Hied 
the room. 

"Hello, Bess, sweetheart," the 
entity said, speaking for Harry 
Houdini, and repeated th e ten 
words of the code. "This code," 
he said, "is one used in one of 
your secret mind-reading acts. 
Now, Harry wan t s you to tell 
him whether or not they are 
right." 

"Y e s," Mrs. Houdini nodded, 
"they are." 

Fletcher hesitated, then con­
tinued. "He smHes and says, 
"Thank you." 

Pausing a moment,. the entity 
went on, "He now tells you to re­
move your wedding ring and to 
tell them what Rosabelle means." 

With deliberate movements, 
Mrs. Houdini slipped the band 
from her lefi: hand and sang: 

"Rosabelle, sweet Rosa­
- belle, 
I love you more than I 

can tell; 
O'er me ~JOU cast a spell, 
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I love you! My Rosa­
belle!" 

As the song died on her lips, 
the guide spoke again. "He says, 
'I thank you, darling. Th e first 
time I heard you sing that was 
years ago in our first show to-

. gether'.' 
A few minutes later the con­

trol informed -the former vaude­
ville star ,that her husband was 
showing him a picture, "And 
draws the curtains so, in this 
manner." Whereupon, she re­
sponded in French, "J e tire le 
rideau comme ca." The nine 
words succeeding "Rosabelle" 
were to spell one w o r d in the 
Houdini mind-reading code. 

Quoting Houdini, Fletcher ex­
plained the second word, which 
was "Answer," as representing 
the letter "B," whiah is the sec­
ond letter· of the alphabet. The 
next word in the code "Tell," and 
the fifth detter of the alphabet 
"E." "L" being the twelfth letter, 
the first and second words of the 
code w~re used to make up .the 
twelve separate letters, as be­
low: 

THE ORIGIN AL CODE 
1. Pray A 
2. Answer B 
3. Say C 
4. Now D 
5. Tell E 
6. Please F 
7. Speak G 
8. Quickly H 
9. Look I 

10. Be quick. J 

The first ten letters of the al­
phabet were represented by ten 
words, the eleventh letter of the 
code beginning with one-one, 
followed by two-two for the 
twelfth, etc., until the alphabet 
was con:i.plete. 

In order to receive the correct 
message, it w a s necessary thaJ!: 
the correct sequence be fol­
lowed, otherwise, th e letters 
would have been jumbled a n d 
another word supplanted. 

AT THE conclusion of the se­
ance, the medium's Spirit guide 
gave forth the one key-word that 
was made possible through the 
ten separate words, several of 
them having been used in repe­
tition. l,t was the same word em­
ployed in the message given Ar­
thur Ford by Houdini's mother 
the year before. 

Listed below is the deciphered 
oode word. sequence and its 
meaning: 
Answer B 
Tell E 
Pray, answer ( 1 and 2) L 
Look I 
Tell E 
Answer, answer ( 2 and 2) V 
Tell E 

That ~ame evening, as well as 
the following morning, T H E 
WoRLD, THE NEw YoRK SUN, and 
TIMES newspapers carried t h e 
report of the message deliver­
ance. John W. Stafford, Assoeiate 
Editor of SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, 
said he was "convinced, after at-
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tending several of t h e seances, 
that Harry Houdini, dead world 
famous magician, talked .through 
a medium with Mrs. Beatrice 
Houdini, his ·widow." Stafford 
concluded, "In this case, accept­
ing the good faith of all parties 
concerned, which I do, there can 
be no doubt that communication 
has been established between a 
living person and one dead." 

Mrs. L. R. G. Crandon, the 
Boston medium known as "Mar­
gery," whom Houdini had at­
tempted to expose, said, in a 
statement to the United Press, 
that she was "sure the message 
was genuine." 

Mrs. Laura Pruden, Cincin­
nati medium who had been ac­
claimed by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, said that some would 
claim th at telepathy might ex­
piain it. Whereupon, it was 
brought to attention via news 
accounts that the messa,ge had 
not been received in ,the presence 
of Mrs. Houdini; and while cer­
tain phases of telepathy were 
possible between persons some 
distance apart, these ocoun-ences 
were either arranged, whereas 
the two person w e r e in mental 
aooord, or mere Hash impres­
sions would manifest upon rare 
occasions. Such a difficult feat of 
mind reading was eliminated by 
leading scientific authorities o n 
telepathy as being utterly impos­
sible. 

WHILE NEWSPAPERS were 

hailing this phenomena, Mrs. 
Houdini, accompanied by those 
who had attended the seance at 
her home, rode to the 5th A venue 
Branch of the Manufacturers' 
Trust Company, •and withdrew a 
sealed envelope that h a d been 
locked in the Houdini vault. 

Before t h e witnesses, she 
broke the seal and laid the pap­
ers on a desk before them. The 
words were identical with those 
given by Fletcher while Arthur 
Ford was in trance. Even the re­
quest that Mrs. Houdini remove 
her ring and sing "Rosabelle" 
had been set down as a part of 
the test. 

Following this disclosure, Bea­
trice Houdini worded a dated 
statement on her own stationery, 
declaring the message given her 
by Arthur Ford to be correct in 
every detail. Her signature w a s 
witnessed by Harry R. Zander, 
the United Press Representative; 
her good friend, Mrs. ~innie 
Chester; and John W. Stafford, 
of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 

\Vhen interviewed by report­
ers, who asked if she thought her 
mind oould have been read, the 
magician's wife replied, "Impos­
sible, I never saw Mr. Ford or 
any of the persons with him until 
that day. Of course, I knew the 
code, but I had no idea what 
combination of words Harry 
would use; and w h e n he sent 
'Believe,' it was a surprise." 

Thus th e last shred of doubt 
concerning the mind reading 
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angle h a d been removed. Mrs. 
Houdini herself had not known 
the sequence of words whioh 
had been sealed in an envelope 
and locked within a vault in the 
5th A venue Branch of the Manu­
facturers' Trust Company. 

It was also revealed that 
Charles WiUiams, Mrs. Hou­
dini's press agent, had asked her 
for the code, as well as o t h e r 
Houdini secrets, to include in 
some of the m ,a n y articles and 
books written by him for the 
former vaudeville headliner. She 
had, however, rnfused to divulge 
the code-word to any third per­
son; and the sequence itself 
would have been impossible to 
have divulged, since she was un­
aware of the manner in whiah 
h e r husband would present the 
word, if and w h e n Spirit com­
munication were possible. 

vVilliams, w h o wrote a series 
of articles for the EVENING GRA­

Pmc, detailing Mrs. Houdini's 
memory of Houdini's exposes of 
the -physical distinguished, in 
Willi,ams' own wo1'ds, from the 
psychical and who had also been 
in on the arrangements for th e 
coup, admitted that he, too, was 
convinced of the authenticity of 
the message. 

The pro and con battle was on. 
The attempts of a widely-publi­
cized professional magician and 
prestidigitator, to duplicate the 
phenomena, wherein he said that 
he could have produced the . 
"spirit message" from Houdini, 

which Mrs. Houdini proclaimed 
to be genuine, caused th e con­
troversy to w a x more violently 
than ever between the believing 
and the skeptical. 

MEANWHILE, Joseph Lew­
is, President of the Freethinker's 
Society of New York, offered 
$25,000 for the reproduction of a 
conversation between Houdini 
and himself held in the dressing­
room of the Hippodrome Thea­
tre in New York in 1926. 

Again this highly publicized 
magician, in conjunction wth the 
magazine, SCIENCE AND INVEN­
TION, offered $21,000 for similar 
feats. When these offers were 
made public, it was pointed out 
that Mrs. Houdini herself had 
previously offered a $10,000 re­
ward to anyone giving her the 
correct message, but this offer 
had been withdrawn at the re­
quest of prominent Spiritualists 
when it became known that Ar­
thur Ford was ready to deliver 
the secret code which had been 
received at the eight separate • 
seances. 

This rejection of the $10,000 
reward before the message was 
given, temporarily brought the 
debate to a halt, and thousands 
of interested parties to th e de­
fense of psychic research, whose 
members were interested not in 
profit but in securing recognitlion 
o f personal conscious survival 
after death. 
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LEADING columnists joined 
in the battle, acclaiming physic 
phenomena. T h e controversy 
was topped by Walter Winchell, 
who devoted his entire column, 
"Your Broadway and Mine," on 
Saturday, J ,an. 19th, 1929, to a 
letter iwritten by Mrs. Beatrice 
Houdini. 

Dear Mr. Wo,lter WincheM:-
T,his letter is not for publi­

city. I do not need publicity. I 
wont to Jet Houdini's old 
friends know that I did not be­
tray his trust. 

I am writing you this letter 
personally :because I wish to 
tell you emphatico-lly _ that I 
was no party to any fraud. 

Now regarding the seance: 
For two yea rs I hove been proy­
i ng to receive the r;nessoge 
from my husband. Every day, 
for two yea·rs, I hove received 
messages from all ports of the 
world. Had I wanted a publi­
city stunt I no doubt could have 
chosen any of these sensotion­
o·I messages. When I repudi­
ated these messages, no one 
said a word, excepting the 
writers who said I did not have 
the nerve to ·admit the truth. 

When the real message, the 
message that Houdin•i and I 
agreed upon, came to me, and 
I accepted it as the truth I was 
greeted with jeers. Why:> Those 
who denounced the entire 
thing as a fraud claim that I 
had given Mr. A. Ford the 

message. If Mr. Ford so·id this 
I brand him a liar. Mr. Ford 
hos since stoutly denied this 
ugly thing, and knowing him 
as well as I do, I prefer to be­
lieve Mr. Ford. Others soy the 
message has been common 
property and known to them 
for some time. Why do they 

· tell me this now, when they 
knew my heart was hungry for 
the true words from my hus­
band? 

Trhe many stories about me 
-I hove no way to tell to the 
world the truth or the untruth, 
for ·I have no paper at my beck 
and caM. Every one hos a dif­
ferent opinion of how the mes­
sage was obto+ned. With al-I 
the·se different toles I would 
not even argue. However, when 
any one oc;;cus~s me of giving 
the words -tho,t my beloved hus­
band and I labored so long·to 
convince ourselves of the truth 
of communication, then I will 
fight and fight unti·I -the breath 
leaves my body. 

If any one claims I gave the 
code, 1 can only repeat they 
lie. Why should I want to cheat 
myself? I do not need publicity. 
I have no intention of going on 
the stage, or as some paper 
said, on a lecture tour. My 
husband mode it possible for 
me to l'ive in greatest comfort. 
I pon't need to earn money. I 
have gotten the message. I 
have been waiting for from my 
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beloved, how, if not by spiritual 
aid, I do not know. • 

And now, af.ter I told tihe 
world that I hod ·received the 
true message, everyone seems 
to hove known of the code, yet 
never told me. They left it for 
Mr. Ford to te·II me, and I am 
accused of giving the words. 
It's oil so confusing. In conclu­
sion may I say that God and 
Houdini and I know thgt I did 
not betray my trust. For 1'he 
rest of the world I reo,1-fy ought 
not to core a hong, but some­
how I do, therefore this -fe.tte·r: 
Forgive its leng.fh. 

Sincerely yours, 
Beatrice Houdini 

AT THIS POINT in the con­
troversy, the same highly-publi­
cized magician !immediately is­
sued a statement, daiming that 
in a safety deposit box in New 
York was a heavily-sealed enve­
lope, contaiininrg secret mess,ages 
entrusted to him by Edison, Hou­
dini, and Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, and that each vowed, if 
return from the grave were pos­
sible, to transmit the keywords 
that only he ( the highly publiciz­
ed conjurer) knew. 

This statement was printed in 
LIFE, the American Pictorial 
Weekly. At a seance described 
by that journal, the same hi,ghly 
-publicized conjurer stated that 
he also possessed a si!Ililar code 
message deposited with him by 
Sir Oliver Lodge. 

Sir Oliver had made no men­
tion of this alleged message in 
his will, in books he had written, 
or orally to any one he had ever 
met. His will stated only that he 
would try to prove his survival 
after death by transmitting a ser­
ies of messages he had written 
and deposited in sealed enve­
lopes with the Society of Psychi- • 
cal Resea~h in London, Eng­
land. 

When questioned regarding 
this statement which concerned 
the Englishman, the highly-pub­
licized conjurer was unable to 
prove that he had ever even met 
Lodge. 

Soon after, Denis P. S. Conan 
Doyle, Sir Arthur's son, wrote to 
TIME MAGAZINE: "There is not 
one word of truth in a certain 
magazine's claim to pos·sess this 
code message from my father. I 
know as a positive fact that my 
father never left a code message 
with a conjurer or ,anyone else, 
not even with his own family. 
Such a message never existed." 

IN REPLY to the first part of 
the highly-publicized conjurer's 
statement, it was made known 
that Thomas A. Edison, the fa­
mous inventor, had already 
talked to Dr. Miller Reese Hut­
chinson, who· for ten years was 
his chief engineer and collabor­
ator, in a direct-voice seance. Im­
mediately after the seance, Hut- . 
ohinson played a record of Edi­
son's. The two voices were ident-
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ical. Since that time, recordings 
of direct-voice seances have fre­
quently been made, thus elimin­
ating the question of mass hyp-. 
notism in connection with th e 
hearing of Spirit voices. Tnese 
voices can now, thanks to the 
progress of science, be preserved 
even on home-recording ma-

. chines. 

Frank Decker, the noted A­
merican test medium, who, at 
the time, resided at No. 30 West 
72nd Street, New York City, 

"answered the highly-publicized 
conjurer's ,challenge in regards 
to psychic demonstrations. The 
magician had made a new offer 
of $10,000 to any medium who 
could produce psychic phenom­
ena which he could not duplicate 
by trickery. Decker accepted the 
challenge, on these terms: 

'J1his ,highly-publicized conjur­
er was to deposit with any bank 
a check for $10,000, which would 
be sent to the United Hospital 
Campaign Committee if the 
conjurer failed to duplicate the 
seance results ·obtained by th e 
medium. 

Decker was to be searched by 
doctors before a committee o f 
any chosen physicians, scientists, 
and men of unquestionable repu­
tation. He was then to be con­
trolled in any ,way th e highly­
publicized conjurer or the com­
mittee might suggest. PsycMc 
phenomena pmduced were to be 
recorded, after which the magi-

cian would be similarly searched 
and controlled. 

~ On the highly-publicized con­
jurer's failure to duplicate the 
phenomena, under the same con­
ditions under which the medium 
h a d worked, the· comtnittee 
would instruct the bank to for­
ward t'he money to a designated 
charity. . 

The highly-publicized conjur­
er· refused to accept Decker's 
challenge. 

ON MARCH 1st, 1942, at the 
Hotel Wellington, 7th Avenue 
and 56th St., in New York City, 
Cal Harris, formerly Harry Hou­
dini's press agent and manager, 
chose ;to sit in a seance with 
Decker. Mr. Harris, who resided 
at No. 30 East 76th St., New 
York City, sat with Decker under 
strict test conditions - to which 
the medium agreed. 

Those present at the seance 
were: Dr. and-Mrs. HarryP. Van 
Walt-Mr. Van Walt is a noted 
psychic researcher and served as 
interpreter at the Int~mationaJ 
Spiritualist Congress at Th e 
Hague, Holland, before World 
War II; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bun­
iel, Santiago, Ohile; Mr. and 
Mr ,s, J. Frank Hogue - Mr. 
Hogue is a prominent New York 
business man whose integrity is 
beyond reproach; Dr. M. Spen­
cer Rhode, a N e w York physi­
cian; Juliette Ewing Pressing 

. and Ralph G. Pressing, Editor­
owners of Dale News, In_c., 
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which published PSYCHIC OB­
SERVER, SPIRITUALISM'S PIQTORIAL 

JOURNAL. 

During the seance, Harry Hou­
dini related two instances that no 
one but Harris knew about. The 
messages, being of a personal 
nature, proved conclusively that, 

. aside from the voice of Houdini, 
there were additional irrefutable 
evidence of personal identity. 

This is Cal Harris' statement: 
"I sat in a seance with Frank 

Decker during the evening of 
Mardi 1st, 1942, at Hotel Wel­
lington, 7th Avenue and 56th 
St. New York City. During the 
a~ve-stated seance, I sat behind 
the medium, Frank Decker, and 
held both his hands. I heard a 
voice that I recognized as that 
of Harry "Houdini and am satis­
fied t h a t .the medium was not 
speaking or trying to imitate 
Harry Houdini's voice at the 
time because I had one hand ov-· 
er the medium's mouth." 

Signed 
Cal Harris. 

Note: Cal Harris' signature is 
attested to by Dr. Harry P. Van 
Walt and Dr. M. Spencer Rhode. 

Upon interview, the press 
agent manager declared, "I 
swear that it was Houdini's . " v01ce. 

The same highly-publicized 
conjurer's new efforts to discred­
it Spiritualism were a tum-back 
to. the Fall of 1938, when Mrs. 
Houdini, with the promi<se of 
making a million dollars, had 
starred i n a motion picture e n­
titled "Religious Racketeers." 

MISS FANCHON ROYER, 
the producer of the f i 1 m, had 
contacted Police Commissioner 
Glenn H. McClellan of Buffalo, 
N. Y., and secured a signed state­
ment from him that appeared 
commendable as a boost to her 
movie. The official's statement 
had been enlarged and plastered 
on billboards in the foyer of 
Shea's Buffalo Theatre, where 
the film was scheduled to make 
its debut. 
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Wi:thin the picture, Beatrice 
Houdini declared flatly that she 
had never received a Spirit com­
munication with her husband, 
that she had never seen him, nor 
heard his voice. At the oonclu­
sion of her starring vehicle, she 
said, "We must be on the lookout 
for the 'leeches' who claim to be 
able to bring messages from the 
dead." 

Then after reviewing this film, 
Ralph G. Pressing, editor of PsY­
cmc OBSERVER, called on Mi~s 
Royer in h e r erstwhile palatial 

-Delaware Ave. apartment to pre-
sent the statement signed by 
Mrs. Houdini in 1929. Mr. Pres­
sing, however, was greeted with 
disdain, and Miss Royer snapped, 
"All Spiritualists or Spiritualist 
mediums or anyone who believes 
that communication with the so­
called dead is a fact, are frauds 
and fakes." 

But Miss Royer was reckoning 
_without reason or g o o d judg­
ment. Without delay, the news­
paper publisher contacted Vin­
cent McFaul, General Manager 
of Shea's Buffalo Theatres, and 
showed him the signed statement 
~witnessed by reputable person-
ages. . _ 

A· wire was immediately sent· 
to Mrs. Houdini's mahager, Dr. 
Edward Saint, asking for a deni­
al. No denial came. Twenty-four 
hoUI's later the picture was 
banned from Western New York 
area. The $200,000 spent on "Re­
ligious Racketeers" was a costly 

error on the parts of Miss Royer 
and Mrs. Houdini who acted ' 
without realizing t h a t a signed 
and witnessed document will 
stand in any court. 

Naturally this blunt denial 
·created a new oont!roversy and 
psychic research was again head­
lined as the famous Houdini 
case was rnvived in print. 

MRS. HOUDINI was correct 
in her assertion that she had nei­
ther•seen her husband, nor heard 
his Spirit voice. Arthur Ford has 
never been a direct-voice medi­
um. ·The code message was de­
livered through the tones of his 
guide, Fletcher, while he h i m­
self was in trance. On the other 
hand, Mrs. Houdini w a s not a 
medium, and -therefore it was 
impossible for ·her to either see 
or hear her husband. Beatrice 
Houdini's physical body was not 
responsive to th e vibrations of 
radiating energy of which man's 
soul is a part. Physics and chem­
-i_stry recognize this ·fact, that en­
ergy never dies. 

While one producer, Miss Fan­
chon Royer, _was attempting to 
strike at psychic phenomena, 
another producer was busily en­
gagetl in .writing booI<s· on • t li e 
subject; Mary Pickford, one of 
the owners of United Artists Stu­
dios in Hollywood, CaHf ., and at 
one ti:me, "Ameri-ca's Sweet­
heart." 

Miss Pickford h a s long been 
openly interested in psychic re-
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' search and one of its greatest 

champions. Her tihree books, 
"Why Not Try God," "My Ren­
dezvous With Life," and "Why 
Not Look Beyond," are intelli­
gently written and have been ex­
cellent sellers f o r a number of 
years. 

Another equally interested 
person is Mar,~aret Mayo, th e 
noted playwright, whose article, 
"Houdini - ·the Trickster," was 
based on th e Spirit manifesta­
tions of Hany Houdini to her 
friend, "Little Sophie Irene 
Loeb," who will be remembered 
for putting through thirteen 
"Child Labor BiJ.ls" while ori 
Earth. The famous author relat- • 
ed amusing and convincing evi­
dence of 'the return of_ Harry 
Houdini, who played several 
tricks in order to reveal his pre­
sence and identity. 

On February 18th, 1943, Bea­
trice Houdini died, bringing to a 

close one of' the greatest debates 
in history. 

In Arthur Ford's first and only 
address following t h e code de­
liverance, he said, "If asked to 
say on oath whether I know be­
yond the .shadow of a doubt that 
I actually got the Houdini mes­
sage, I could not do so except on 
the basis of Mrs. Houdini's 
statement, - and I can not do 
m·ore."• 

Many persons have continued 
the Houdini controversy for al­
most two decades. Perhaps they 
have never known the facts 
which are presented hei:ein, tak­
en from actual records; o r per­
.haps they have been like W i 1-
lard D. Vandiver, who, in his fa­
mous speech of 1899, said: 

"I come from a State that rais­
es corn and cotton and cockle­
burs and E>emocrats, and frothy 
eloquence neither convinces nor 
satisfies me. I am from Missouri 
You have got to show me." 
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t[be ,Sloob of 
~t. januarius 

by G. A. CEV ASCO 

This peculiar phenomenon takes place ·several times 
a yea-r; and so for, no one has ever been able either 
to find definite evidence of trickery, or to ,explain -it 

in natural ,terms. 

SEVERAL TIMES a year, a 
strange phenomenon takes place 
in the Cathedral of Naples, Italy. 
The blood of St. Januarius, 
which is kept dried in a small 
glass phial, melts and bubbles 
when put in sight of the head 
of the same martyr-as though 
it had been freshly shed-despite 
the fact that St. Januarius was 
beheaded almost 2,000 years 
ago. 

What actually takes place can 
be briefly d~scribed. A silver 
bust believed to contain the head 
of St. J anuarius is exposed upon 

' an altar. The reliquary contain­
ing the blood of the Saint is 
brought out and held by the 
officiating priest in view of the 
assembled congregation. Prayers 
are said, begging that the phen° 
omenon take place.· Holding the 
reliquary by its extremities, with­
out touching the glass, the offi­
ciant from time. to time turns 
it upside down to note whether 
any movement is perceptible in 
the dark mass enclosed in the 
phial. 

Ater an interval of var)'ing 
duration, usually not less than 

57 



58 EXPWRING THE UNKNOWN 

two minutes nor more than one 
hour, the solid mass is gradually 
seen to detach itself from the 
sides of the phial, to become 
liquid with a ruby tint, and in 
so-me instances to froth and bub­
ble up, increasing in volume. The 
officiant then announces "Il mir­
acolo e fatto~ ( The miracle has 
happened), a Te Deum is sung, 
and the reliquary containing the 
liquified blood is brought t0tthe 
altar rail where it is venerated 
by the faithful who touch or kiss 
the vessel. 

THE PHENOMENON takes 
place generally three different 
times a year-the first Sunday 
in May, in commemoration of 
the bringing of the remains of 
the Saint to Naples; on Septem­
ber 19, the feast day of St. Janu­
arius; and on December 16, the 
anniversary of the • eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius in 1613. The 
people o( Naples believe that 
St. J anuarius, their patron saint, 
protects them from the ever­
threatening volcano. 

Rarely has the liquefication 
failed to take place in the ex­
positions of May or September, 
but on December 16 the mass 
remains solid more frequently 
than not. Since the liquefaction 
has been occurring for the last 
400 years, trustworthy witnesses· 
number in the uncountable thou­
sands. Witnesses of scientific 
credit and respectability have 
also asserted that a block of ba-

salt at Pozzuoli, reputed to be 
the place of exe.cution of St. 
J anuarius and to bear traces of 
his blood, grows vividly red for 
.a short time in May and Sep­
tember at the very hour the 
phenomenon takes . place, in 
Naples. 

LITTLE IS KNOWN about 
the life of this Saint. Legend has 
it that he was seized during the 
tenth great persecution of Chris­
tians and given to wild beasts 
to devour; and when they re­
fused to harm . him, he was 
thrown into a furnace, from 
which he escaped unharmed. 
Finally, he was beheaded. 

Historians agree that .he was 
probably born in Naples, that he 
was a bishop of Benevento, and 
that he was marryred by the 
Emperor Diocletian in the year 
305. Shortly after his head was 
severed from his body, he was 
buried at the place of execution, 
a spot not far from the amphi­
theater of Pozzuoli. 

A few years after his martyr­
dom, when Constantine granted 
religious freedom to the Chris­
tians, the remains of the Saint 
were disinterred and carried 
back to the city of his birth; 
here they were buried in a sub­
terranean chamber over which 
the present Cathedral of Naples 
now stands. Buried along with 
the head and body of Januarius 
were two phials in which a 
Christian woman is believed to 
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have caught some of his blood 
a:t the time of his execution. 

Today the head of the Saint 
is enclosed within a silver bust, 
and the phials are enclosed and 
immovably set in a silver re­
liquary. The smaller of the two 
phials contains only slight traces 
of blood and is not so important 
as the larger, which normally' is 
half filled with a dark solid mass. 
This large phial is a· flagon­
shaped flask about four inches in 
height and about two and _ one­
quarter inches in diameter. The 
solid mass within this phial ap­
pears absolutely opaque when 
held up to the light and shows 
no displacement when the re­
liquary is turned upside down. 

BOTH PHIALS seems to be 
so fixed in the reliquary by some 
gummy substance that they are 
apparently hermetically sealed. 
Presumably their contents are 
little affected by the temperature 
of the surrounding air inasmuch 
as the outer glass of the reliquary 
surrounds The glass of the phials. 
In short, the phials are within 
a pocket of dead air. 

That the larger phial contains 
blood was proved by an experi­
ment carried out by a reputable 
Italian scientist, Professor Sper­
indeo. He sent a ray of light 
through the upper part of the 
phial during its liquefaction. An 
examination of this beam spec­
troscopically yielded distinctive 
lines of the spectrum of blood, 

.proving that if the mass is not 
entirely made up of blood, there 
are at least significant traces of 
blood in the contents of the 
phial. 

Though the ritual liqu~faca­
tion of the blood of St. Januarius 
is known the world over, a con­
clusive decision on this phenom­
enon has not been given. A satis­
factory natural explanation has 
never been advanced. The offi­
cial attitude of the Church, in­
cidentally, is one of scepticism 
and prudence; dictating that the 
phenomenon should not be con­
sidered supernatural until every 
physical explanation has been 
exhausted. 

EXPLANATIONS of the li­
quefaction have been many but 
they can be categorized as ( 1) 
fraud, ( 2) psychic forces, and 
( 3 ) heat theories. 

There _is a great deal of doubt 
surrounding the phenomenon, 
yet fraud or deliberate impos­
ture seems to be out of the ques­
tion, as all reputable investiga­
tors have been willing to admit. 
If it were a trick, it would be 
necessary to concede that not 
only were men of science duped, 
but that all the archbishops of 
Naples for the last 400 years, as 
well as countless ecclesiastics, 
were rogues and hypocrites. 

Montesquieu, who was pres­
ent at two liquefactions in 1728, 
wrote in his Voyages: "I can de­
clare that the miracle of St. Jan-
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uarius is not a trick; the priests 
are in good faith." • ' 

The relic is so well guarded 
that its exposition requires the 
concurrence of both church and 
civil authority. In all these 400 
years, moreover, no one of the 
many who necessarily must have 
been in on the imposture-upon 
the supposition of fraud-has 
made any revelation at all or 
disclosed how the phenomenon 
is performed. Fraud as an ex­
planation is untenable. 

The concentration of thought 
and will of the expectant crowd 
have been accounted capable of 
producing the physical effect of 
liquefaction. Against this theory 
of psychic force, however, must 
be set the fact that scientific rec­
ords disclose that the phenomen­
on has taken place on several oc­
casions quite unexpectedly, and 
in the presence of very few spec­
tators. 

In the eighteenth century, 
sceptical scientists propounded 
the heat theory. By using certain 
c h e m i c a l preparations, they 
could reconstruct the phenom­
enon with more or less success. 
They would exhibit some red 
substance which, though at first 
apparently solid, _melted after an 
interval without any direct ap­
plication of heat.- They could set 
the mass to liquefy, but unlike 
the phial of St. Januarius' blood, 
their solutions would never again 
solidify under ordinary condi­
tions. 

NOT TOO LONG ago- a cer­
tain Professor Albini reproduced 
the phenomenon in his own way. 
He made a compound of pow­
dered chocolate and a serum of 
milk which appeared solid when 
placed in a sealed flask. When 
he rubbed the flask with his 
hands and turned it over many 
times, the mass was seen to 
liquefy. There are many well­
attested instances of the lique­
faction of the blood of St. Janu­
arius taking place, however, 
when the reliquary had been 
standing by itself without any 
movement whatsoever. Thi s , 
Professor Albini 'has not been 
able to duplicate. 
• The heat generated by the of­
ficiating priest, the pressing 
throng of spectators, aild the 
lights of the altar would seem 
to combine to raise the tempera­
ture of the air sufficiently to 
melt the substance in the phial. _ 
For more than a .century, careful 
scientific observations of the air 
in the neighborhood of the relic 
have been recorded. From the 
unquestionably accurate studies 
of three reputable Italian scien- -
tists, Professors Fergola, Punzo, 
and Sperindeo, it can be con­
cluded that there is no direct 
!elation between the tempera­
ture and the time and manner of 
liquefaction. 

Often when the temperature 
stood at 77°F or even higher, 
liquefaction was delayed for as 
much as twenty or forty minutes, 
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while the contents of the phial 
have at times liquefied in a few 
minutes when the temperature 
remained as low as 60°F. Again, 
the heat theory by no means ac­
counts for another strange fact 
that has baffied men of science. 

It seems that in -melting the 
mass increases in volume. \Vhen 
if solidifies again, oddly enough, 
it does not necessarily return to 
its original bulk. Sometimes the 
whole phial is seen to be occu­
pied with the liquid; other times, 
hardly more than half. The ap­
parent variation in the volume 
of the relic has led to a whole 
series of experiments. 

ON ONE OCCASION the 
whole reliquary was weighed on 
an accurate balance scale. It was 
found that the weight of the re­
liquary was not constant any 
more than the volume of the 
phial, and that the weight of the 
reliquary when the blood filled 
the whole phial exceeded by 

twenty-six grammes the weight 
when the phial seemed but half 
full. Obviously, the large varia­
tion in weight rules out errors 
of observation. 

Men of science are forced to 
accept the conclusion that-con­
trary to all known physical laws 
-a change takes place in the 
contents of this hermetically 
sealed phial which makes it 
heavier and lighter in a ratio 
roughly proportional to appar­
ent bulk. Furthermore, they are 
forced to admit that the phen­
omenon defies natural explana­
tions. 

The amazing reality of the 
liquefaction of the blood of St. 
Januarius is repeatedly the sub­
ject of scientific and religious 
controversy. AH this speculation 
and debate is of little concern to 
Neapolitans. For them, the phen­
omenon is nothing less than a 
supernatural display of the pow­
er of their patron saint. 
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BETWEEN 
Tbe "Us" And 

The ''We" 

by JERRYL L. KEANE 

W'hen scientists refuse to look at sud, phenomena 
as spiritual healing, tihese events do not go away. And 
despite quacks, the genuine healer has been in evi­

dence all along. 

IN BETWEEN the "us" and 
the "we," we find a peculiar item 
which we -calL our -minds.- The 
thing that is so peculiar about 
this is the blocks and blindnesses 
which are developed by it. 

Modem psychiatry tells us 
that on the average we use about 
one-tenth of what they know we 
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possess as mental power, and 
proceed to follow this with the 
admission-that; as much as they 
know about this power, they 
realize that they are only begin­
ning. to learn about it . . . yet 
we use only one-tenth of what 
they know we have. 

Contrasted to this we· have 
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the other psychic fields, such as 
extra-sensory perception, psy­
chic phenomena, healing, etc., 
each of which, we are told by 
those involved in them, are ef­
fects caused by various uses of 
the mind. 

Perhaps a re-cap of the evi­
dence to hand on just the sub­
ject of healing would be to the 
point. 

Most of us, adeast, have heard 
of recent cases of "miracle cures" 
-outside the province of the 
medical profession and the scope 
of medical science. Some of these 
cures have been in places, such 

• as the famed Lourdes, or other. 
sanctuaries of that sort. Others 
have been through people both 
within and without the ortho­
dox clergy of our churches and 
temples. Still others have been 
by people who refer to them­
selves as "healers"; and these are 
in the majority. 

THRE IS NO point in any of 
us saying that these things do 
not happen, or have happened 
in the past but have ceased to 
happen. There is no point in our 
calling such events suspensions 
of natural law and saying that 
they can only occur under the 
auspices of a particular theo­
logical group. None of this is 
true. Cures of all sorts of things, 
from normally lethal disease in 
an advanced state to broken 
bones, have been achieved at 
all times in history, among all 

peoples, and in all groups. There 
are literally hundreds of thou­
sands of cases on record, thor­
oughly authenticated in every 
possible known respect, outside 
of all theological groups and 
within natural law, although 
comparatively little about the 
law is generally -known; scien­
tists, on the whole, have refused 
to look, so far. 

For example, Harry Edwards 
of England is a world-reno\.\'ned 
healer. In his files he has several 
thousand cases of cures made by 
his method of mentally channel­
ling what he calls "healing 
forces" through himself and into 
people whom the medical pro­
fession has listed as incurable. 
With him, as with many healers 
-particularly the most success­
ful healers, as far as cures ate 
concerned - complete records 
are kept. 

He invites the inspection of 
the entire medical profession. 
He always asks those whom he 
is able to heal to go back to the 
doctor or hospital which de­
clared them incurable and have 
a complete check-up, and ask 
the doctor or hospital authorities 
to compare their condition after 
being treated and cured with 
the records on hand of the pre­
vious condition which they 
claimed was incurable. 

THERE ARE MANY of these 
people in England. Harry Ed­
wards is the president of the 
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National Spiritual Healers Asso­
ciation there. Other rioted heal­
ers of England include people 
such as Peggy Parrish-herself 
cured of an 'incurable" disease, 
which • is what got her started 
healing. Edward Fricker, whose 
work is done to the tune of rock 
'n' roll records going full blast, 
has been astounding the doctors 
in his area. George Daisley is 
sufficiently adept at healing over • 
long distances so that he has 
made several cures here in the 
United States, with the ocean be­
tween him and his patient. Phil 
Wyndham, who was a grocer in 
Notting Hill in London, found 
himself so successful in healing 
people who ha~ no hope medi­
cally, that he gave up a profit­
able grocery business to have 
time to devote to the far less 
profitable business of healing 
the sick. Leah and Jack Doctors' 
work has been outstanding in the 
London area. • 

I could go on. Most of these 
people not only do this healing 
privately, but once or twice a 
vear hire halls around London 
~nd demonstrate this ability 
publicly. ( Harry Edwards hires 
the Friend's Meeting House near 
Euston Square every year.) 
Sometimes these cures are in­
stantaneous; sometimes treat­
ment is extended over a period 
of time. Whichever the case, the 
cures have occurred; in most in­
stances, they have been medical-

ly attested but not medically ex­
plained. 

The point that I am trying to 
make is that these "cures" do· 
occur, and there are very, very 
few relapses. It is not a matter 
of whether the cures are psycho­
somatic or not; it is a matter of 
whether people are cured. It is 
not a matter of whether the 
"source of power" is approved by 
one or another of our religious 
instih1tions; it is whether people 
are cured. And from thousands 
upon thousands of cases attested 
to by the medical profession, 
which have occurred both within 
the confines of religious estab­
lishments and without those con­
fines, cures have been made and 
contintte to be made. 

IT IS TRUE that not all peo­
ple who have turned to these 
healers have been cured, though 
sometimes one healer has been 

1 successful where another has 
failed. Sometimes a complete 
cure has not been achieved, but 
the disease has been arrested and 
decided improvement has been 
made. However, the· percentage 
of hea1ings which have occurred 
per number of people who have 
sought healing has been so fan­
tastically great as to be almost 
unbeliev-able; and when it is 
taken into consideration that 
most of these people who have 
sought healing have been pro­
nounced "incurable" by medical 
authorities, this brings it to a 
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place where the world must stop 
shutting the idea out of mind 
and take a look at it. We have 
been brought up to either de­
clare such things impossible and 
therefore not worthy of consid­
eration, or "sacred" and there­
fore inexplicable and beyond 
reasonable and reasoned investi­
gation. But, as one healer said, 
"the healings still go on." 

Psychic phenomena, in gen­
eral, has been in pretty much 
the same case. 

According to most theological 
groups, these healings are "mir­
acles," therefore beyond investi-

• gation.1 According to the scien­
tists, such things are "impossi­
ble" and therefore must be con­
sidered, at the best, hallucina­
tion or delusion. 

WHAT A.RE the facts? Psy­
chic phenomena have occurred 
at all periods in history, among 
all peoples, at all times. Every 
child, whose sensitivities far ex­
ceed the adult range, at one 
time or another talks about see­
ing and talking to people, who, 
so far as the parents are con­
cerned, do not exist. Every last 
one of us has psychic experi­
ence almost constantly whether 
we recognize it as such, or not. 

What about ''hunches"? How 
about the times you started to 
say one thing and came out with 
something that you hadn't pre­
viously thought about - some­
thing completely different from 

what you intended to say? How 
many times have you and some­
one close to you said the same 
thing at the $>ame time? How 
about the feelings and impres­
sions you get which you can't ac­
count for, but which Jater prove 
to be correct? How many inci­
der;i.t:s have occurred in your life, 
for which-you can find no rea­
sonable explanation? How much 
of this have you put out of your 
mind? 

In all instances, when you get 
pe~ple convinced that this sort 
of thing, and more, is normal to 
everybody, they start thinking 
and talking about it-and then 
you will find that every last one 
of us has several tales to recount 
that fall right into this category. 
All of us cannot either be insane 
or liars. Such experience may 
only lie in knowing that you 
were going to get an unusual 
letter, which has arrived with 
reasonable promptitude after­
wards. , Sometimes it has been 
that you knew . what was in a 
seemingly normal letter before 
you opened it, Parents-particu­
larly mothers - often have this 
sixth sense about the members of 
the family. 

There is nothing "miraculous" 
about common experience. Ex­
periences such as these listed 
above are as normal and ordin­
ary as being born, growing up, 
etc., and as common. They do 
not seem to come under the 
heading of "delusion" or ''hallu-
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cination" either, unless all of us 
are being deluded by the variety 
of common, normal experience. 

Here again, there must be a 
reasonable, rational explanation. 
We do not necessarily know 
what the explanation is, but it 
is obvious that there must be 
one. 

THE TWO chief blocks im­
peding even discussion of these 
matters are ( 1) the attitudes 
which have grown up in our so­
ciety over many centuries to­
wards any display of that which 
is outside the physical grasp, 
and, ( 2) those little things called 
words, which we all use con­
stantly, but have so little under­
standing of. 

Let's consider the second block 
first. We all use words all the 
time, not only in our speech, but 
also in our thinking. Yet, in our 
thinking there is a good deal of 
what can be called imagery and 
impression, so that when we try 
to call forth into words some 
emotional experience, we can 
only begin to realize how badly 
these words fail to establish a 
clear-cut" communication - for 
the simple reason that words do 
not mean exactly the same thing 
to one person that they do to 
another. Words express our 
meanings approximately, not ex­
actly. Because, through words, 
we understand the meaning_ of 
another person's experience, ap­
proximately - but not exactly -

we are almost invariably under 
a partially accurate, partially· 
mistaken impression of what the 
other person does mean. Words 
can, and more often do, mask 
and obscure rather than clarify. 

If we consider the first block, 
we find that we have built up 
a society based upon what we· 
call the individual; in actual 
fact, the individual is not really 
an individual at all, but a point 
of view which has been condi­
tioned by the totality of the so­
ciety. While this may seem to 

_ be a strange statement at first, 
consider this. First we are points 
of view within the family unit. 
This unit is different in many 
ways from those structures of 
the same general nature around 
it; as we all know, many points 
of view are expressed within the 
family unit. We can enlarge this 
to the neighborhood, the town 
or city, the state, the country, the 
continent, W estem culture gen­
erally, and finally to the planet. 

BUT EVEN HERE it does not 
stop, for as we have such rela­
tionships so does everything else, 
and this extends out to the solar 
system, to_ the galaxy, and final­
ly to the universe. 
• In actual fact, we are not 
really individuals in the separ­
ated sense, but points of view 
within a series of relationships: 
the famliy, the home, . the job, 
the club, the church or syna­
gogue, the neighborhood, the 
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city, etc. Even our opinions and 
beliefs and knowledge are, in 
actuality, a series of associations 
within ourselves, for we agree 
with one person about one thing, 
and disagree with the same per­
son about another, and so on. 

What actually happens is that, 
for the most part, we do not 
think about these associations, 
far less express them in words. 
We make many assumptions re­
garding both things and situa­
tions, and these assumptions are 
formed and based chiefly on 
generalities which we, as a. par­
ticular group of associated points 
of view, have tacitly agreed to 
accept as correct, without both-

• ering to give them further con­
sideration. Therefore, w h e n 
something like psychic phenom­
ena occurs, as the society has 
tacitly\tgreed that such a thing 
could. only happen to a saint or 
a lunatic-and knowing the self 
to .not be in the class of the saint, 
and not wanting others . to think 
the self in the class of the luna­
tic-a blanket of silence, and as 
far as possible, forgetfulness is 
is placed over the incident. The 
human mind is full of strange 
pigeonholes. 

FOR THOSE OF YOU who 
do not believe that extra sensory 
perception and psychic phen­
omena are as common as I claim, 
try this experiment the next time 
you have a few people in for the 
evening. When everybody is 

comfortable and happy, start 
talking about your latest hunch 
and how peculiar it was. You 
won't be half through before all 
the others will want to tell about 
theirs. From there one can easily 
lead the conve_rsation on until 
everyone has had something to 
say about an experience that falls 
well outside the "normal." You 
can wind up by laughing it off 
as coincidence and imagination 
if you like, but you will find 
such a rich variety of this sort 
of experience among six or eight 
people, that it should give you 
pause to think. 

It is these tacit assumptions, 
without due thought, that in­
hibit a great deal which could be 
of help and value to us in our 
lives. As one very famous "spirit 
guide" once said, "We do not 
come back to give amusement to 
a few but to free mankind from 
slavery and darkness." And, in 
many respects, much advance 
has been made; the chief obsta­
cle seems to be our own minds. 

To give an example, there is 
the ca&e of Harry Meads and his 
wife in South Harrow, England. 
Mr. Meads' spine was b'adly 
bent. It got progressively worse. 
Finally he went to a healer. The 
healer, Ann Worman, gave him 
a few treatments and then sent 
him to an osteopath to finish up. • 
The osteopath was astounded to 
find the spine normal and 
straight. Meanwhile, Mrs. Meads, 
who was suffering from a form 
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of paralysis, became less and 
less able to cope with the house­
work and shopping, and finally 
became almost completely help­
less. In spite of her husband's 
cure, she herself didn't quite be­
lieve it; and it was a long time 
before her husband could per­
suade her to seek healing. Fin­
ally she, too, went to Anne Wor­
man. A few treatments saw her 
up on her feet and attending to 
any and all normal chores ex­
cept heavy lifting, which her 
husband-he of the former bent 
back-does for her. 

ANOTHER CASE is that of 
a man named William Pantling 
in North London, England. He 
had what the hospitals diag­
nosed as "arthritis." He was X­
rayed, heat-treated, fractioned, 
and finally the hospital put a 
collar on him; but still he grew 
worse. In fact the condition be­
came so bad that he was unable 
to dress and undress himself. He 
had to stop working and, in spite 
of the tablets that the doctors 
prescribed, he was in constant 
pain. One treatment by Edward 
Fricker and the collar came off; 
three treatments and he was 
back at work. After the second 
treatment, he reported to the 
hospital and was discharged. 
Eight treatments and he was 
completely cured. 

We say these things can't hap­
pen, or that if they do, they are 
"miracles." Yet they are going 

on every day in the week. The 
world-famous healer, Harry Ed­
wards of England, receives half 
a million letters a year from all 
over the world requesting heal­
ing. Word gets around. 

Because we label such things, 
by tacit acceptance in our soci­
ety, as "impossible" or "incur­
able," and refuse to look at what 
has happened, we shut them out 
from ourselves. Granted there 
are those who will go completely 
overboard in all sorts of direc­
tions. But then, we have glut­
tons, we have drunkards, we 
have misers . . . none of which 
prevents the rest of us from eat­
ing within reason, taking an oc­
casional drink, or working to 
keep ourselves reasonably sup-
plied in funds. • 

LITERALLY tens of thou­
sands of people are today demon­
strnting, throughout the world, 
that there are forces and powers 
in existence which they have be­
gun to Je·arn the use of. Scientists 
admit that there is much that 
they can only barely detect; 
much probably that they have 
not yet detected and consi·derab­
ly more that they know exists, 
have seen undoubted demon­
strations of but are unable to ex­
plain ... that's why they say they 
"need a new frame of reference." 
The old one is too limited. 

It has only been a very short 
time, history-wise~ since we 
learned how t.9 channel and use 
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electricity: Scientists say we 
have only begun to learn its uses. 

Things crop up every day in 
the -week that we flnd "impossi­
ble" to explain; but just because 
we don't know the answers does 
not mean that the events didn't 
happen. 

There is no alteration to the 
natural laws of the Universe; the 
over-riding law is cause and ef­
fect. It is unalterable, unchang­
able. When we change the effect 
it is because we have also al­
tered the causes. We do this all 
the time, · so there is nothing 
strange or mysterious about it. 
We have a capacity to open up 

our minds and learn in any di­
rection, and to any extent that 
we want to learn-and in flexi­
bility lies growth. 

We stand in our own and each 
other's light. And the term, "en­
lightened mind" means exactly 
what it says: a mind which has 
opened itself up to light and be­
come illumined with understand­
ing. 

The limitations which make 
"us" finite are put up in our own 
minds, and when we expand 
those minds, "we" find ourselves 
stretching forth into the infinite 
... into the "unknownt yes, but 
not "unknowable." 



MURD~R 
BY AUTO-SUGGESTION 

by CARL THOMAS 

No truly educated medical worker or psychologist 
today will sell the power of suggestion short ... 

THE AUSTRALIAN aborig­
inal tribes are considered to be 
the most primitive people on 
Earth. In many respects they re­
semble the Stone Age creatures 
that roamed the land many 
thousands of years ago. They 
live almost like animals, but 
limited intelligence or riot they 
still have their tribal laws and 
taboos. All eligible females, for 
instance, must marry the man 
chosen for her -by the chief, or 

king, of the tribe. If she refuses, 
or marries someone else, the 
kurdaitcha (witch-doctor) will 
lose little time in "singing her 
to death." 

The curse is put into effect in 
the following manner. The kur­
daitcha chants daily before a 
piece of magic bone intoning the 
words: "M_ay your blood turn 
to stone. May /our bones be­
come rotten an crumble." This 
is continued for at least a month. 

71-
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The person at whom the bone 
has been pointed soon starts to 
sicken and eventually dies, No 
medicine on Earth can save the 
victim. 

_ Many cases of this sort have 
been reported in Australia dur­
ing the past thirty years. Accord­
ing to Professor A. P. Elkin, who 
has made an exhaustive study of 
the subject, there is usually 
nothing at all physically wrong 
with the victims; and although 
doctors might be able to combat 
the symptoms of the sickness 
they are powerless to fight the 
psychological effect of the curse. 
In Elkin's opinion the only cure 
is for the medicine man to con­
vince the victim that the curse 
has been lifted. In other words, 
it is purely a case of mind over 
matter. 

IN ORDER to make doubly 
sure that the spell will work, the 
medicine man must have no con­
tact with any other human be­
ing, nor may he wash himself. 
Each night before going to sleep 
he must place the magic bone 
under his head until he dreams 
of his victim-to-be. The next step 
consists of sealing each end of. 
the bone with beeswax so that 
the· soul of the latter is impris­
oned within the bone. The bone 
is then thrown onto the fire. As 
it is consumed by the flames the 
doomed person will die in hor­
rible agony. 

The latest of these "pointing 

the bone" murders took place in 
Australia towards the end of 
1956, when an entire native fam­
ily, living not far from Marree, 
incurred the wrath of the gods. 

Nita Smith, a twenty-year-old 
lubra, employed.as a domestic at 
a sheep station in Anna Creek, 
fl.outed a kingly edict and mar­
ried Andy, an aboriginal sheep 
shearer. Consequently the young 
c 9 up 1 e , their ten-months-old 
child, the bride's fourteen-year­
old nephew Roy, and her par­
ents, were condemned to death 
by the kurdaitcha. 

DURING THE night of No­
vember 17th, 1956, a witch­
-doctor seemingly materialized 
out of thin air while the couple 
were putting the child to sleep. 
The sinister looking old man 
with glaring eyes pointed a bone 
at the baby and pronounced the 
curse, whereupon the poor mite 
immediately started to suffocate. 
In a few minutes the child was 
dead. 

When the death of the infant 
was reported to the police they 
arrested three suspects, aged 
sixty, forty-five and forty, re­
spectively. The terrified couple 
refused to identify the kurdait­
cha. Nita told the police that the 
women of the tribe had cut her 
long black hair back to eye level 
as a prelude to her own death. 

The police investigation served 
to scatter more than two hun-· 
dred natives, including nomads 



Murder By Auto-Suggestion 73 

and cattle stockmen who had 
been holding a corroboree in 
the neighborhood, while await­
ing the deaths of Nita and her 
family. 

A day or so later, Nita's neph­
ew, Roy, :was found lying un­
conscious not far from the cor­
roboree site. He was taken to 
Port Augusta hospital. On being 
placed in an oxygen tent he ral­
lied for a short while, but he 
was unable to explain to the po­
lice what had happened to him. 
or how he came to be found at 
the creek in question. 

He soon lapsed into unconsci­
ousness again. In his delirium he 
gabbled of frightful devils danc-. 
ing around him and chanting: 
"May your bones g@ rotten! May 

_ your blood turn to stone!" From 
time to time he tried to sit up, 

his hands clawing the air, as if 
trying to ward off some evil bird 
of prey. Towards morning he 
uttered a frightful scream, 
clutched at his throat and fell 
back dead. 

The parents have since fled 
, from Anna Creek. Nothing more 

has b"een heard of them. The lat­
est drugs and the best doctors in 
the land were enlisted in the 
struggle to save Nita and her 
husband, but slowly .and insidi­
ously they started to waste 
away; the husband has died. No­
body believes that Nita will 
manage to survive the curse, 
least of all herself. As Professor 
Elkin remarks, 'When ap abor­
iginal believes he has been sung 
to death, nothing much can be 
done to help him:" 
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PEOPLE 

ARE VDU? 
by BRAD STEIGER 

Every now and then we encounter someone who 
cfo,ims to remember events which happened prior ito his 
or her birth-in some instances, centuries before. And 
sometimes details which have not heretofore been in 

the public domain at alt 

THE BEHEADING of 16-
year-old Lady Jane Grey, the 
most ~ripping scene in the 
movie, 'Tudor Rose," was -about 
to be dnimatized for a spell .. 
bound audience in Liverpool, 
England. The theater seemed to 
become unnaturally dark and an 
almost eerie silence enveloped 
the viewers as they watched the 
condemned girl being led to the 
masked executioner. _ 

75 

Suddenly, as Lady Jane bent 
her head to the chopping block, 
the hush was pierced by a 
hysterical scream .. Silhouetted 
against the screen was a young 
wonian waving her arms and 
shouting, "It's wrong, all wrong! 
I know; I was at the execution!" 

Falling in _a faint, the dis­
traught girl was carried to the 
lobby through the midst of the 
astonished audience - an aud-
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ience who had just heard one of 
their number claim to have wit­
nessed an execution that took 
place nearly 400 years ago! 
When revived, the young lady 
told a remarkaible story to a re­
porter for the EMPIRE NEWS. 

She was Miss Dorothy Jordan, 
an 18-year-old typist from Bel­
fast, Ireland, spending a holiday 
in Liverpool with relatives. As 
she was watching . the movie, 
Miss Jordan -said, she was trans­
ported back to another era. 

"When the screen flashed 
Lady Jane Grey waving through 
the tower window to her hus­
band, Lord Guilford Dudley, on 
his way to his own execution, I 
realized that this was wrong. 
I knew the room well and it was 
impossible to look out 9f the 
window! 

"It was during the execution 
scene that I first realized I had 
been her lady-in-waiting. I saw 
many things in the movie that 
did not agree with the facts. I 
have a vivid impression of the 
.executioneer, particularly the 
broad black bands around his 
wrists. When Lady Jane first saw 
him she shuddered and clung to 
me. She knelt to the block. They 
lifted her curls . . . I saw no 
more. I suppose I fainted. 

"\Vb.en I reg~ined conscious­
ness the surroundings seemed 
strange. I was amazed to find 
myself_ not in Tudor dress. I 
suppose the people thought I 

was crazy! But it happened just 
as I say!" • 

HOW DO WE appraise such 
an occurrence? An authentic 
case of reincarnation, or only 
an impressionable young wo­
man's ability to project herself 
into a dramatic situation? The 
reporter from the EMPIRE NEWS 
stated that Miss Jordan seemed 
frank, intelligent and far from 
flighty. She had never before 
displayed any interest in history 
and had no knowledge of rein­
carnation. If we are to believe 
Miss Jordan and the EMPIRE 
NEws, then we must say that, 
in 1936, a young Irishwoman 
was mentally transported to an 
execution which took place on 
Tower Hill, London, in 1554! 

Before we laugh that propo­
sition off as preposterous, we 
must admit that at one time or 
another we've all felt familiarity 
in new surroundings, discovered 
• an old house that evoked strange 
emotions, or-said, "I could swear 
that has happened to me once 
before!" This "sense of the al­
ready known" as it is called in 
psychology is common. In old 
books and journals, and in pres­
ent day newspapers many dra­
matic encounters with the un­
known come to light. These mo­
mentary glimpses into the realm 
of psychic phenomena a r e 
enough to_ intrigue the most 
hard-headed realist. 

Recently a fanner in State 
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Wurttemberg claimed that he 
could draw precise plans of 
primitive edifices that had been 
erected on stakes in the marshy 
Federsee district, hundreds of 
years ago. . 

Taking a gamble, archeolo­
gists began excavations on the 
basis of these drawings. It was 
discovered that the farmer had 
hardly missed a thing! Even a 
hearth marked in one site was 
exactly where he had indicated. 

When authorities wondered 
how he could possibly have 
known all these details, the farm­
er simply said that he had lived 
in the primitive lake dwellings 
during their early inhabitation. 

A NEWSPAPER carried the 
enigmatic narrative related by a 
fonner Nazi lieutenant who had 
b e e n stationed in occupied 
France during World War II. 

He had received orders.. to es­
tablish quarters in an obscure 
Rhone valley village. Immedi­
ately on arrival, he was seized 
by the bizarre. sensation that this 
remote village was not so for­
eign to him after all. Suddenly, 
as he strolled past a school 
house, he remembered how he 
had toiled in its cramped wood­
en desks. He recalled also his 
parental home at the back of a 
small, dingy confectionary shop. 

He traced his subconscious 
boyhood path back to his house. 
The elderly woman who opened 
the creaking d9or blinked at him 

in bewilderment as he tried to 
communicate with the aid of a 
simplified French-German dic­
tionary. 

"There is a small alcove in this 
house," he said la~riously. "It 
has a brmvn cupboard filled with 
many toys. A small, broken 
rocking horse stands beside a 
large stuffed dog . . ." 

The woman was dumbfound­
ed. It was absurd! A strange 
German officer describing a room 
upstairs that he had never seen! 

The lieutenant insisted on 
confirming his description, and 
trembling with fear and doubt, 
the old Frenchwoman led him 
to the room, where, just as he had 
said, there stood a cupboard full 
'bf toys and a rocking horse near 
a stuffed dog. 

Her eyes glistening, t h e 
Frenchwoman explained that 21 
years earlier her ·little nine-year­
old boy had died and she had 
rarely re-entered the room. 

"On what day?'' the officer 
asked, his voice trembling with 
excitement. 

"Why," she hesitated, "on 
February 8." 

"That's my birthday," he 
. whispered solemnly. 

THERE ARE ALWAYS plen­
ty of these anecdotes in circu­
lation, and some must be taken 
as embellished or completely 
imaginary tales. However, one 
occasionally encounters a care­
fully investigated and thoroughly 
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documented case study of a dis­
turbingly well-founded claim of 
reincarnation. 

In 1933, European psycholo­
gists were baffied by the incredi­
ble story of a 15-y~ar-old girl in 
Budapest who changed suddenly 
into a Spanish charwoman. Cor­
nelius Ta:bori, a psychic investi­
gator, held several interviews 
with the girl and her family and 
kept a vivid journal of his find­
ings. 

The girl who underwent this 
incredible metamorphosis was 
Iris Farczady. Her father was a 
chemical engineer and her 
mother was the daughter of a 
distinguished Viennese officer. 

Tabori arranged an interview 
with Mrs. Farczady and received 
this puzzling reply to a query 
about the woman's daughter. 

"Iris is dead. She left' us in 
August, 1933. She who lives with 
us is called Lucia;_a woman 
from Madrid.". 

TABORI PRESSED HER for 
more information. She smiled at 
his persistant skepticism. 

"No, I'm not a spiritualist. Nor 
am I crazy. I pride myself on 
being an enlightened, level- ' 
headed woman. My Iris was a 
brilliant pupil at the Girls' Lycee 
of S o p r o n. An outstanding 
mathematician and linguist-ev­
erybody said she had a wonder­
ful future. Then, that night in 
August, ~he felt ill. I put her to 
bed and sat with her. Suddenly 

she gave a long sigh. Somehow 
I felt my darling, clever daugh­
ter had died. 

"I bent over to listen to her 
heart; it was still beating . . . 
I could feel her breath on my 
forehead. But I was right. My 
daughter had died. The person 
whom we believe to· be our Iris 
awoke, shouting in some foreign 
tongue. We talked to .her, but 
she did not understand us. She 
jumped from her bed and tried 
to run from the house. She kept 
mentioning someone named J>e­
dro and Madrid, and then we 
realized she was speaking Span­
ish!" 

ON THAT TRAGIC moment 
when Iris Farczady awoke after 
her brief illness, she spoke only 
Spanish. She had forgotten every 
syllable of Hungarian, together 
with her French and German. 
The lar,ge and distinguished Far­
czady /clan were shocked and 
horrified as they heard of the 
strange event. In order to be 
able to communicate with "the 
Spanish woman" the family be­
gan to teach her German. 

Iris Ferczady spoke to Tabori 
in a heavily accented German. 
She protested violently when he 
addressed her as Iris. 

"My name is Lucia Salvio,'' 
she corrected firmly. "I am a 
Madrilena. That afternoon in 
August, I felt very ill. My hus­
band, Pedro, was away at work. 
We had fourteen children, one 
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for each year of our marriage. I 
was terribly sorry for our child­
ren when I had to die ... " 

Mrs. Farczady commented 
upon the great diversity of tem­
prament between her serious, 
studious Iris and the gay Lucia, 
who sang and danced for them 
nearly every day. 

"When I first looked into the 
mirror after coming here I was 
shocked," said Lucia. '1 won­
dered what had happened to me 
and where my black eyes and 
thick dark hair had gone. Now 
I find it quite pleasing that in 
my new life I am such a lovely 
young girl. My only regret is for 
the poor motherless children ... " 

Upon leaving the Farczady 
residence, l'abori paid a visit 
to Dr. Tibor Huempfner, a Cis­
tercian professor and dist~nt 
relative of Iris, who had spent 
many years in Rome and Ma~ 
drid. He had been astounded 
when the girl spoke .Spanish to 
him and described the churches 
of Madrid in detail. He had also 
been present at a party when 
Iris had been introduced to a 
Spanish teacher. The instructor 
had been amazed to hear the 
perfect Madrid dialect the girl 
spoke! • 

An explanation? There is 
none; at least not an easy one. 
Were they all pretending? But 
why? Perhaps a psychologist 
could h a v e probed deeply 
enough to explain the matter, 
but Tabori left Iris Farczady in 

bewilderment. In the annals of 
• psychic phenomena, the case of 

Iris-Lucia Farczady is known as 
a graphic example of transmuta­
tion, the restoration of the soul 
in a new body. 

JOHANN WOLFGANG 
GOETHE, the great German 
dramatist and poet, was con­
vinced that the soul inhabited 
those bodies best fitted to its 
inherent nature, wandering from .r 
one to the other, forcing the flesh 
to adapt itself without choice. 

Goethe was a great believer in 
reincarnation; he once exclaimed 
to Charlotte Von Stein that in 
some previous existence she had • 
been either his sister or wife. 

A Swedish scientist, Dr. Lund 
of Upsala University, has been 
conducting some remarkable ex­
periments· with subjects who os-
tensibly recall other lives. . 

Lund records the case of a 
40-year-old woman who in the 
presence of witnesses was hyp­
notized. While in this state she 
was told she was once again a 
child. At once the woman be­
haved in a child-like manner. 
This, of course, is not unusual. 
But when Lund suggested that 
she was once again a baby, the 
woman altered her actions to fit 
the role! 

Then came the clincher. Dr. 
Lund suggested that she return 
to her mother's womb. After a 
brief hesitation, the woman as­
sumed the posture of an embryo. 
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"Now," Lund persisted: "What 
were you five years before your 
birth?" 

The woman's normal voice 
suddenly became gruff and 
hoarse. "It's very hot in here," 
she grunted. 

'What is you:r name?" asked 
Dr. Lund. 

"A,ge Karlstrom." 
'What is your profession?" 
"I am a farmer in Mjolbly," 

she answered gruffiy. 
"Do you have children?" 
"Yes, three." The woman gave 

their names. 
Lund's- assistants immediately 

investigated and. established evi­
den~e that a farmer named Age 
Karlstrom had lived in Mjolby. 
Four months before the woman's 
birth, he had died, leaving the 

three children whose names had 
been mentioned during the ex­
periment! 

As the cynic reads of such oc­
curences he ignores the evidence 
and scoffs, refusing to admit the 
validity of phenqmena as yet un­
recognized by his science. Those 
who seriously study the mys­
teries of man say that existence 
is not mere flesh and blood. The 
subliminal self can continue to 
exist without brute matter! 

Again we must tum to Goethe 
for an apt concluding statement: 
"The thought of death leaves me 
unmoved, since I am convinced 
that our spirit is indestructible, 
something which progresses per­
petually from infinitude to the 

·endless." 
-------------
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The Woman 
On The 
Bridge 

by LUISE PUTCAMP, JR. 

It happened early in the present century, and was 
investigated by the American Society for Psychical 

Research. 

THE DIVER was disgusted. 
For two days he'd searched 

the black, brush-choked waters 
on both. sides of Shaker Bridge 
for the body of the missing girl; 
he'd finally decided to give it up 
and go at th e problem from a 
different angle. 

Now here oame this woman, 
this Mrs. Tih1s, saying she knew 
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exactly where to find the body. 
She said she'd seen it the night 
before, in a trance. 

Trance! 
It was Thursday, Nov. 3, 1898. 

Every yokel in the New Hamp­
shire vHlages of Enfield and 
Lebanon, it seemed, was gog­
gling from the banks of Mas­
ooma Lake, taking it all in. 
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The diver, Mike Sullivan, 
looked angrily at George Whit­
ney. Whitney was a local mill 
owner who had taken charge of 
the search for the lost girl. 

It was Whitney who had hired 
Sullivan, sending all t:he way to 
Boston f or him three days be­
fore. lt was Whitney who had in­
sisted Sullivan come out to the 
bridge again this morning, oP 
the say-so of this cmzy woman. 

Whitney saw th e angry look 
and shrugged. He cast an eye 
toward the curious villagers. "I 
don't have much faith in it my­
self," he said. "But some of them 
might." 

Sulliv,an snorted. "Those peo­
ple up there think the girl took 
to the woods. Why, they've had 
searching parties up there while 
I was dragging the lake." He ad­
ded th a t he didn't _ want to be 
made a fool of by going down in 
a variety of places Mrs. Titus . 
mi,ght point out. 

Whitney assured Sullivan i t 
wouldn't come to th a t. "She'll 
simply pick out one place. Least 
we can do is go d o w n at the 
place she picks out." 

BUT FOR A while, it looked 
as if Mrs. Titus couldn't make up 
her mind ·after all. About three­
fourths of the way across the 
bridge she stopped and ;said 
"This looks like the spot I saw 
in my trance." Then as if to her­
self she added, "No, not exact­
ly," and walked further along 

the bridge. She stopped at ano­
ther point and said, "This looks 
very much more like the place 
that I saw last night." 

'!,:hen for twenty minutes, 
maybe even half an hour, the 
woman just stood -there, looking 
over the rail of the bridge. 

More than one bystander be­
gan to fidget. Sullivan gave 
Whitney a si,gnificant 1 o o k. 
Standin,g nearby, George Titus, 
the woman's husband, had an 
expression which s,ome might 
have called si4eepfsh. 

Finally Mrs. Titus pointed . to 
a spot in the w a t e r, and as if 
gaining assurance from some in­
ner source, said, "S h e is right 
down there." 

"I've been down· there," re­
plied Sullivan shortly. 

Mrs. Titus shook her head. 
"No," she said in the exasperat­
ing ·way of women, "y o u have 
been down there, and there, hut 
not there." She added matter-of­
factly, "She is lying head in, in 
a deep hole, with one foot stick­
ing up and a new rubber on it." 

Sullivan turned to Whitney. 
"What should I do?" he asked, 

pointedly bypassing Mrs. Titus. 
''.You've got your suit," said 

Whitney. "You'd better go down 
in that spot.' 

, IN SILENCE, Sullivan put on 
his heavy helmet and-diving suit. 
He threw a guide I i n e with a 

r sinker -as near as he oould to the 
spot in the water that Mrs. Titus 
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had pointea out. He put down a 
ladder and climbed into the 
water. 

The br,idge was made of sunk­
en ciibwork joined b y timbers. 
Masses of debris and brush had 
caught in and around the crib­
work. The water moved little; 
there, •and no light reached it. 

Sullivan swung off the ladder 
sideways, ,and .turned. Ten feet 
qelow the Jadder, he struck the 
cribwork of the bridge. He'd 
get this fool's errand done -
show tlhem a 11 that Mrs. Titus 
was wrong. Then he'd do what 
he'd deoided upon e~rlier - send 
back to Boston for powder. An 
explosion might bring up t h e 
body from wherever it was, if it 
was in the 1ake at all. 

In the absolute darkness, Sul­
livan huned to face the ladder, 
and his hand struck something. 

"I felt of it," Sullivan said later, 
the stark disbelief of the moment 
still vivid in h i s mind. "It felt 
like a foot." 

This was a place he hadn't 
looked the day before, beoause 
brush and debr-is were so thick. 
Sullivan's groping hand. now 
told him the body was I y i n g 
head down in a deep hole in_ the 
cribwork. Only the foot was pro­
jecting; it was just as Mrs. Titus 
had siaid it would be. 

BEFORE HE COULD go any 
further, Sullivan had to stop. He 
was shaky. 

How can any woman come 

from four miles away and tell me 
or any other man where I would 
fin d this body? ihe thought. It 
wasn't only that his m a 1 e ego 
was wounded. There was some­
how more to i't than that. I never 
believed in anything like t h a t! 
he told himself. 

How Mrs. Titus did it, Sulli­
van still didn't know; but now he 
believed. He had been convinced 
a ,g a i n s t his will. As if he had 
settled something in his own 
mind, Sulliv,an went ahead with 
what he had to do. 

He puhled the body out of the 
hole and ,carried it up through 
the water 'till he could see light 
from above. He laid out the de·ad 
girl on the "crib of the bridge, 
and with Victorian modesty ar­
ranged her voluminous, water­
logged clothing. Then ihe fast­
en e d the line around her and 
surfaced. 

"She's down there," he called 
to Whitney. 

"I know it," Whitney called 
back. 

Sullivan thought wryly th,at 
Whitney must have been pretty 
strongly convinced of Mrs. Titus' 
story all along, in spite of what 
he'd said. 

But it turned o u t that wihen 
Sullivan, eighteen feet below, 
had pulled the girl's body from 
its lodging place, her bonnet had 
floated to the surface. Curiosity 
seekers rushing to the side of the 
bridge to see the bonnet had al-
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most pushed off the man who 
worked the diver's pump. 

While a ma11 on a skiff pulled 
up t ih e body, Sullivan c1imbed 
slowly out of the water. 

"What do you think of it?" 
as:k:ed Whitney, quizzically. 

"I don't think," confessed Sul­
livan. 'Tm stunned." 

- BUT MRS. 
1

TITUS, standing 
quietly by, showed no surprise. 

Neither did her husband. For 
George N. Titus, the whole un­
canny business had started the 
day before the lost girl, Bertha 
Huse, had disappeared. On thrat 
day his wife had said: "George, 
something awful is going to hap­
pen. I oan't tell you what it is. 
Later on I can." 

Like many husbands, Titus 
didn't pay too much atte,ntion. 
Nor did he get particularly 
alarmed when early the next 
morning, as he was leaving for 
work, his wife said cryptically: 
"That has happened." 

But when he came home for 
lunch tlhat noon, Titus had news. 
"The Huse girl went home," he 
said. 

He was talking about Bertha 
Huse's sister, who worked at the 
mill where he did. "Some there 
think her mother must be ill," he 
added. 

Mrs. Titus shook h er head 
ominously. "I t • i s something 
worse," she said. "I oan feel it." 

It was. Bertha Huse had dis­
appeared; within hours, e~erybo-

dy in the countryside was talking­
about it. 

THE GIRL had been feeling 
poorly, so her family let her 
sleep l,ater than usual. But at 
eight o'clock they went to wake 
her up, and she was gone. Also 
gone were Bertha's new rubbers. 

Several people said they'd 
seen Bertha out walking that 
morning. The blacksmith's wife 
even said she'd seen a wo~n on 
the Shaker Bridge, but she 
wouldn't swear it was Bei:iiha. 
After that - silence. 

By n~ghtfall, 150 men and 
boys were searching t h e woods 
and the lakeside. The next 
morning, Mrs. Titus told her 
husband: "That girl is in the 
lake." Independently corning to 
th e same conclusion, George 
Whitney had sent to Boston for 
the diver. 

The diver had worked all day 
Tuesday and most of Wednes­
day. He found nothing. 

Wednesday night, Mrs. Titus 
washed the supper dishes, went 
upstairs and settled into her 
rocl~ing chair. When he came up­
stairs a little later, her husband 
was startled to see thiat though 
she seemed to be asleep, Nellie 
Titus was maklng noises, and a 
look of great horror covered her 
face. 

Alarmed, Titus oalled to her, 
and shook her. 

She blinked. 
"George," she said crossly, 
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"why didn't you let me be·? In 
the morning, I could have told 
you where the girl lay, and all 
about it." 

Sure enough,. not long before 
mfdnight, Mrs. Titus started 
moaning and talking in her 
sleep. She hit her husband, evi­
dently thinking he was the div­
er, and said: "She's not down 
there, but over rto the left." 

AGITATED, she got up and 
walked about the house. Before 
she ·finally went to bed, she told 
her husband not to wake· her up 
that night, even if she acted 
strangely or cried out. 

In spite of her earlier admoni­
tion, Mr. Titus, himself shaken, 
shook her awake. 

But a coupl€ of hours later 
tha~ night, Mrs. Titus wenrt into 
a trance again. This time Titus, 
resigned to sleeplessness, lit a 
lamp. He watched his wife, and 
talked to her in a low voice. On­
ly when he questioned her about 
the girl's disappearance could 
sihe hear him, and answer. 

0 n c e she saiid something 
about cold. 

Titus said: "Are you cold, Nel­
lie?" 

She said: "Oh, oh I am awfully 
cold." ,, 

His skin prickling, Titus knew 
she was talking about the lost 
girl, Bertha Huse. 

IN ABOUT an hour, Nellie 
Titus came our!: of this trance. 

She told her husband she had 
seen what Bertiha Huse did on 
the morning she disappeared. 

She walked down to the Shak­
er Bridge. Part way across, she 
stepped out onto a jutting, frost­
covered beam: Should she go in­
to the water there, or up over 
the hill to the pond? As she stood 
undecided, h e r feet slipped on 
the frosty beam, and she fell 
backward into the water. Down 
she went, head first, and slid 
under the timberwork of t h e 
bridge. 

With the first daylight, Mrs. 
Titus had said she must go to the 
bridge and point out the spot. It 
was her duty. 

Tiitus hesitated. It would mean 
having to ask his boss to let him 
off work t;hat day; it would also 
mean letting everybody know 
that his wife h a d these spells, 
these trances. Titus felt as if he 
had to talk to another man about 
it. Since he.kept his horse in W. 
R. SunderHn's barn, he went 
there first. 

T i tu s and Sunderlin ex­
changed the usual short greet­
ings. Then Tih1s looked about, 
rather shamefacedly, and asked: 
"Are we alone here?" 

He told Sunderlin he didn't 
want anybody to overhear, an d 
didn't want Sunderlin to repeat 
what' he'd tell him. Then Titus 
told Sunderlin all about Mrs. 
Titus' trance. 

"She says the girl's in the lake, 
at th e east side of Shaker 
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Bridge," he finished. "She's lying 
head down,· between two logs. 
Her body' [ covered wi:th mud 
and brusih. But one foot's stick­
ing up, with a new rubber on it." 

Sunderlin - laughed, ail: first. 
But as Titus talked on, he grew 
serious. Finally he s·aid: "Well, 
George, you better hitch up and 
go out to the bridge." 

THEY DID. Mrs. Titus 
walked along the east!: side of the 
bridge and looked intently into 
the lake. She said: "George, 
she's right down there, between 
those two logs." 

"Nellie, are you sure?" 
"Yes," she s1aid. 
There was nothing George N. 

Titus could do, ·then, but drive 
his wife to Whitney's house. 
When he heard the story Whit­
ney laughed, bnt said he would 
meet them at the bridge. The Ti­
tuses drove back to t h e bridge, 
an d shortly afterward, Whitney 
arrived. 

- Mrs. Titus returned to the 
same spot a n d again said:­
"George, she is down there." 

'Walk down the brudge," said 
Whitney dubiously, "and s e e if 
there isn't another place where 
she is likely to be." 

Mrs. Titus walked down a lit­
tle way, and came back, insist­
ing: "She is right there." 

She added thait she could see 
the '11lbber on the dead foot as 
plainly as she had in her trance 
th e _ night before. Peering on-

lookers could see nothing but 
impenetrable water. 

At that point, Whitney called 
in the diver. And in a short time, 
the three-day search was ended. 

OF COURSE everynody in 
Lebanon, where th e Tituses 
lived, and Enfield, where the 
missing girl had lived, talked 
about this striange thing. . 

Now th,at the word was. out, 
Titus admitted his wife had 
these trances. But she fought 
8!gainst them and was usually ill 
for some time after. A doctor, 
Harris Kennedy, noted that o n 
t h ·e day after ·the.-body was 
found, Mrs. Titus was ill. 

The story might have died 
right on i't:s h o m e grounds, as 
most small rown stories do, if it -
hadn't been for Dr. Kennedy. 

The dootor, an assistant at 
Harvard Medical School, heard 
it from his brother, who was 
staying in Lebanon when it hap­
pened. While all was still fresh 
in local minds, Dr. Kennedy got 
statements from Titus, Whitney, 
Sunderlin and from J. C. Ayers, 
who was Titus' boss at the mill. 

Things of this sort had a sP-e­
cial interest for Dr. Kennedy. 
His cousin was the wife of Wil­
J.i.am J lµIles, the noted psycholo­
gist iand psychic researcher. Also, 
Dr. Kennedy and some of his 
fellow aissistants and younger in­
structors at the Sohool often met 
to talk about out~of-the-ordinary 
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professional matters. They called 
themselves the Bowditch Club. . 

On Nov. 21, 1898, Dr. Kenne­
dy got his last 1and most import­
ant interview in the body-£indrng 
case. He went to Simpson's dry 
dock in East Boston and talked 
to the diver, Mike Sullivan, at 
some length. Sullivan agreed to 
meet with other members of the 
Bowditch Club. On Dec. 1, 1898, 
he did. 

MANY OF THE hard~headed 
young medical men were frank­
ly skeptical of the whole story. 
Was -there really such a thing as 
clairvoyance? And if there were, 
did Mrs. Titus have the gift? 

They pumped Sullivan with 
more questions. His answers 
only made the story more re­
markable. 

Q: Could you go back n o w, 
and pick out the spot on the 
br,idge where the girl fell off? 

A: I don't think I could ... 
Q: How should you know 

that spot from the' one next to it? 
A: lf there wasn't anything 

connected with it, I could not 
pick it out, hardly. 

Q: You say it was too dark 
for you to see? 

A- It was total darkness. 
Q: You found her with-her 

head down •and feet up in almost 
the exact spot Mrs. Titus indi­
cated? 

A: I might say to an inch. 
All S u l Ii v a n ' s profession­

al know-'how backed up Mrs. Ti-

tus, story that Bertha Huse had 
fallen into the water backwards. 

Sullivan explained: "I take it 
a woman drowning herself, 
jumping over feet first, the air 
would get under her clothes, and 
s ih e would drift around a little 
ways . . . b u .t if a woman goes 
backwards, she will settle quick­
er." He added: "Bodies that have 
drifted, as a gEl'.Deral thing, lie 
hQrizontal." 

And so the man who was in 
the beginning the most skeptical 
remained in the mind the most 
convinced. . 

"If I ever have a s,imilar case 
and can't find the body," he said, 
"I shall introduce the parties to 
Mrs. Titus, and she will find it." 

His OOQ-viction was tempered 
by another emotion. As ihe put 
it: "It is my bus-iness to recover 
bodies in the water, and I am not 
afraid • of rhem. But in this in­
stance I was afraid of the woman 
on the bridge." 

The diver may have been 
afraid, but the family of Bertha 
Huse was grateful. 

On Nov. 11, 1898, the fumily 
put a notice in the Granite State 
Fre·e Press of Lebanon. 

For all the world to see, they 
thanked Mrs. Tiitus because she 
"voluntarily came to our assit­
ance when all means and efforts 
had failed" and found the body 
"by the exercise of a ... mysteri­
ous bu t we believe God-given 
power." 
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Have You Missed Any 
of Our Previous Issues ? 

Here is a partial list of the contents of our previous issues., They 

_may be ordered from page 129. 

Jnn, 10001 "FDR Speaks ·From 
The Next World" by David Harpe; 
"The Prophecy of the .Popes" by 
Scan O'Casey; "Premonitions Can 
Save Your Life", by Stewart Robb. 

JU,ueh 1000: "The Prophecies of 
Nostradamus" by Ste!wart Robb; 
"Fantastic Creatures" by C. L. 
Gibson; "The Cosmic Mission of 
the United States" by Jeanne De 
Mare. 

June 1000: "Mary B_aker Eddy 
The Woman Clothed With The 
Sun" by Stewart Robb; "The Brain 
Is Not The Mind" by Herman 
Stowell King, "The Return of 
Mark Twain" oy James H. Hyslop. 

Aug. 19601 "Flying Saucers Are 
No Hoax'' by Stewart Robb; "How 
Psychics Solve Crimes" by Denis 
Brian; "Why Not Life After 
Death?" by Ger-aldine Pr:ase. 

Oct. 10601 "Memory and Su~vlv­
al '' by Geraldine Cummins; "In­
ventions Prophesied by Nostrada­
mus" by Stewart Robb; "The 
Strange and Wonderful Gift of 
Florence" by C .. L. Gibson. 

Ja11. 1001, "The Devil You Say!" 
by The Rev. Stephan A. Hoeller. 
D. D.; "The Enemy Debt Case" by 
Geraldine Cummins; "Past Pres­
ent" by Gertrude Tubby. 

Apr. 1061: "Witchcraft and The 
Cat" by Wilfrid D. Hambly, D.Sc.; 
"The Next World" by Geraldine 
Cummins; "The Rain Dance" by 
Lt. Harry E. Rlesberg". 

June 1961: "E'dward, the Uncon• 
scious Artist" by James W. Mc­
Lean; "Other Brldey Murphys" by 
Dean Lipton; "Can We Walk Out 
of Our Bodies?" by C. v.. Tench, 
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Aug. 196lt "The Amazing Doro­
thy Spence Lauer" by Vance L. 
Milligan; "Occultism Through the 
Eyes of Religion" (first appear­
ance of this department) by The 
Rev. Stephan A. Hoeller, D.D.; 
"Was It George Bernard Shaw?" 
by Geraldine Cummins. 

Oct. 10611 "The Mystery of Kas­
par Hauser" by Dean Lipton; 
"Occult Self-Defense" by Vance L. 
Milligan: "Cat's S.O.S.· Across the 
Atlantic" by Dr. Nandor Fodor. 

Dee. 1961: "Creatures· and Peeple 
Out of This World" by Harold T. 
Wilkins; "How Valid ls Psychic 
Phenomena?" by Jerry! L. Keane; 
"The Haunter Is A Tree" by Dr. 
Nandor Fodor. 

Feb. 1062: "Beware! Witches At 
Work!" by The Rev. Stephan A. 
Hoeller, D.D.; "Herne the Hunter" 
by C. F. Sanders; "Psychic .Devel­
opmAnt" by Dorothy Spence Lauer. 

Apr. 19621 "The Man They Could 
Not Hang" by C. V. Tench; "The 
Spirit Dog That Brought My Spirit 
Guide" by Vance L. Milligan; "The 
Power of Thought" by Jerry! L. 
Keane. 

June 1962: "Joan of Arc and the 
Su persensi ble" by Jeanne de Mare; 
"Can Witches Kill." by Dean Lip­
ton"; Reincarnated Spirits WJthin 
Me" by Retha M. Sales. 

Aug._ 1962: "What is lladiesthe:.. 
sia ?" by Mary Elsnau: "The- Samp­
ford Apparition" by H. R. Dreyer; 
"Spiritual Speakjng" by Robert A. 
VV. Lowndes. 

Od. 1902: ''The Somerville Com­
mun,ication" by Geraldine Cum­
mins; "Infinity Equals Evolution" 
by Jerry! L. Keane; "Limitations" 
by Robert A. W. Lowndes. 

Dec. 1962: "More Worlds Than 
One" by Jerryl L. Keane; "Bougon's 
Permanent Magnetic Motion" by Gas­
ton Burridge; "Something in the 
Snow" by Edward D. Hoch. 
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STEPHAN A. 
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rn 
THROUGH THE EYES 

OF RELIGION 
MORE ABOUT PRESENT­

DAYWITCHES 

AS OUR READERS w i 11 no 
doubt realize, it is necessary for 
a writer of articles deahng with 
the contemporary occult scene 
to return to ,the same subject 
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from time to time. It has been the 
good fortune of the present writ­
er to have been responsible for a 
feah1re article in the February 
1962 issue of this magazine, 
which bore the title Beware, 
Witches at Wark. This article has 
led to much interesting corres-
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pondence, some addressed to the 
editor, and some having reached 
the writer directly. In the latter 
group there was a communica­
tion dated July 1962 and written 
by a prominent British witch, 
w h o identified herself as a 
"High-Priestess and Witch­
Q~een." This fascinating c o r­
respondent expressed her thanks 
to the writer for the above­
n~ed article and gave voice to 
her gratitude for this material 
authored by a Christian clergy­
man, since, as she wrote, "We are 
not used to being dealt with lair­
ly, particularly by someone of 
your creed." In view of this cor­
respondence and t h e increasing 
volume of fine literature appear­
ing on th e ancient religion of 
witchcraft, it mi,ght appear of 
considerable profit to our read­
ers if we once again direct our 
attention to this mysterious and 
intriguing subject. 

As the reader might gather ' 
from the foregoing, witchcraft is 
not dead. Titis seems to be par­
ticularly true of Britain, but oth­
er parts of the world are not ex­
cepted either. Neither are the 
forces extinct whioh have been 
responsi'ble . throwghout history • 
for the monstrous persecutions 
which have cost the lives of some 
nine- million real and alleged 
witches at the hands of religious 
fanatics, both Catholic and Pro­
testant. As Late as September ~, 
1956; in Alfayucan, Mexico, two 
women, Christina Trajo and Be-

nita Sabina were hacked to piec­
es and their remains burned, on 
acoount of th e i r alleged witch­
craft. A year earlier on July 3rd 
another poor Merical). woman, 
one Josephina Arista, was accus­
ed of witchcraft and burned at 
the .stake in Ojinaga, Mexioo, 
•only eighty-five miles from the 
city of Alpine, Texas. The an­
cient fears a n d hatreds against 
witches are alive, and so is the 
witch cult itself. 

Whether there actually is a re­
vival of witohcraft throughout 
the world in our present era -
or whether there is merely a 
great deal of publicity directed 
t o ,its existence - is a question 
which must remain unanswered 
for lack of evidence. Ever since 
the noted anthropologist, Dr. 
Margaret Alice Murray, in 1921 
published her epochal work, 
"The Witch Gulf in Western 
Europe," it being followed by 
her other fine book, "The God ~ 
the Witches", the world of inter­
ested students began to realize 
that the old picure of the witch 
as a repulsive hag, working evH 

-magic against all and sundry with 
the aid of the Devil, to whom she 
offered unbaptized infants i n 
-sacriHce, was but a product of 
the imagination of medieval re­
ligious fanatics. It has also be­
oome evident that the attitude of 

_those· psychologists ,and neurolo­
gists who, beginning with Char­
•oot and continuing with Freud 

• and others, attempted to look 
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upon the witches as hysterics 
suffering from delusions, was not 
correct. The witch-cult i'S an an­
cient religion, having its roots in 
the prehistoric p as t of Europe 
and particularly England; a re­
ligion moreover, which in spite 
of the fury of its persecutors 
and all manner of other adversi­
ty survived almost unchanged to 
the present day. 

A MODERN PROPHET OF 
WITCHCRAFT 

DR. MARGARET MURRAY 
may have provided the academic 
foundations of the revival of in­
terest in the witches, but it was 
another - Dr. Gerald Brosseau 
Gardner - who managed to at­
tract the widest popular atten­
tion to the ancient faith. Gardner 

, is a witch, and his works are-writ­
ten "from the inside," rather than 
from the point of view of a mere 
scholar of theories. His first work 
dealing with ,the witches was 
pubHshed in 1949, a historical 
novel, entitled "High Magic's 
Aid". It was, so far as it is known, 
the first book written by an ini­
tiated wit-ch, describing under 
the .guise of fiction, something of 
what a witch believes. Five years 
later, Gardner published his 
magnum opus, "Witchcra~ To­
day", the first book ever written 
describing what. witches are and 
what they do, by someone who 
had actually taken part in their 
cermnonies, worshipped th e i r 

gods with them, and made maigic 
with them: This work was fol­
lowed by Gardner's latest, "The 

• Meaning of Witchcraft," (puhl.. 
1959) written largely in response 
to the great interest aroused by 
his earlier books. 

What manner of man is Ger-
ald B. Gardner, the witch? Here 
is· a des_cription, as given by a re­
porter of the French newspaper, ' 
Le Matin: 

"Dr. Gardner is a -grand old moo., 
over 75 years old. He has a triangular 
face, a beard fierce as if in battle; eyea 
blue, astonishingly young, and spa.rkl­
ing. His entire body is covered with 
magical tiattoos. At his side is a sorcer­
er's dagger, covered with cabbalistica,l 
designs with which.ihe traces -the mag­
ical circle, whilst ihe holds dn tihe 
other the hammer of Thor. I ruddenly 
had the impression of • seeing before 
me an Egyptian Piharaoh, oharged 
with magical power." 

-IT MAY BE said that the 
whole of Gerald B. Gardner's 
life has bee n a journey toward 
his beliefs. He lived for decades 
in the Orient, in Ceylon, and Ma­
laya, where he worked on plan­
tations, conducted archaeologi­
ca:I ex>cavations and studied na­
tive magic. H e was acquainted 
with practically every major fi­
gure on the occult scene durinig 
his life time. Th e late Aleisfer 
Crowley, controversial mage of 
the l920's and 30's, was so im~ 
pressed with Gardner's know­
ledge of magic that he gave him 
authority to work under the aus­
pices of the dreaded O.T.O., of 
which Crowley was th e head. 
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But Gardner was n o t satisfied 
with ceremonial magic of the 
Kabbalistic variety: he was seek­
ing S'Omething else. On the eve 
of the Second World War, with 
his initiation into· the ancient 
"WI CA" or witchcraft, he 
reached the goal of wihat h a d 
been his lifelong spiritual journ­
ey: Gerald Gardner h a d come 
home at last, he was a witch. 1 

Gardner's books on witchcraft 
as the survival of an ancient pa-
g a n reHgion common to many 
peoples of t Ii. e world have 
thrown more li~ht upon this 
strange subject than almost any 
others published for centuries. 
He is the very first practicing 
witch to appear in print, saying 
what he wants to say. His utter­
ances are subject, of course, to 
the restrictions which are usual 
among members of secret soci­
eties, who have to observe si­
lence on many matters related to . 
the rituals of their craft. Gardner 
has written, and he has been 
written about: he has been 
praised and reverenced, quoted, 
filmed, and televised. Yet, in 
spite of all this, he remains a 
somewhat mysterious and su­
premely aloof figure, holding, 
steadily to his beliefs, and look­
ing out for the good of the reli­
gion of the witches, to which 
he is thoroughly dedicated. 

This modern wizard and a­
postle of witchcraft lives on the 
ancient and mysterious 'Isle of 
Man, off the coast of England. 

Ten minutes away from his mod­
est home stands an old mill, 
kno,VI1 since medieval times as 
the "Witches' Mill." Jn this build­
ing Dr. Gardner established 
what is perhaps one of the most 
unique institutions on the face 
of this Earth: the Museum of 
'1viagic and Witchcraft. Three 
floors of this museum are filled 
with relics o f three thousand 
years of the era.ft; he also posses­
ses thousands of rare volumes on 
witchcraft an d related subjects, 
which are available to serious 
students. All those who have met 
him, describe Gardner as a man 
with a purpose. They s a y that 
purpose is all around h i m, that 
he believes passionately in th e 
old religion of the witches, that 
his museum and books exist only 
to aid him in his task of washing 
a w a y the ancient taint of evil 
which surrounds it. Suoh a man 
is Dr.-Gerald Gardner, the witch. 

WHAT DO THE WITCHES 

BELIEVE? 

TO ASK WHAT the witches 
believe may appear to some as a 
nonsensical question, inasmuch 
as wit,ches are known for doing . 
things, ( such as magic, etc.) ra­
ther than for their beliefs. B u t 
since the witch cult is a religion, 
it seems proper that we sihould 
inquire into i t s beliefs, or into 
the limited religious lore con­
cerning it that has b e e n made 
available to us so far. The witch-
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es worship th e divine spirit of 
Creation,· without which there 
would be no wor,ld and no life. 
They do this by rites of power, 
which enable the gods of nature 
to aid man in his purpose of rais­
ing crops, making his herds mul­
tiply, and in living a happy and 
joyful 1ife on Earth. The witches 
believe in reincarnation, and un­
like many Westerners who have 
gotten hold of this belief only re­
cently from the Orient, they al­
ways have held to the truth of 
repeated lives on Earth. Tihey 
say that when they die, they go 
to the god's domain, where they 
rest for awhile and are prepared 
to ·be born again on Earth; witch­
es are born again together with 
those they love, and they consid­
er it the highest gift of their gods 
if in a new life they are permit­
ted to enter the craft once more. 

IT IS QUITE certain that 
some sexual practices are includ­
ed in the rites of the witches. 
but it is equally certain that 
these are performed in a reverent 
and holy way, and that they are 
of a largely symbolic nature. The 
witches believe in what they call 
"the power" as a force which re­
sides in their bodies,, and whioh 
can be liberated for mystical and 
magical purposes through the 
proper rites. Dances are also a 
part of the· rituals, alfhough 
these are less elaborate and fre­
quent than in the old days. Tlie 
rituals are performed for the 

most part by the witches in tihe 
nude; this is an ancient custom, 
dating back to probably prehis­
toric times, when people wore 
no clothes. That this need be no 
more immoral than the perfectly 
normal activities of nudist clubs, 
which now function in all civil­
ized countries, goes without say­
ing. 

Witohcraft is not • by: any 
means identical with sorcery or 
black magic. Sorcerers, Ritual, 
Kabbalistic Magicians are con­
cerned with the evsocations of 
genii, demons or elemental spir­
its and forcing or bribing them 
to cause events to occur. Such 
magicians thus deal with non­
human spirit-entities whom they 
w i s h to command. In order to 
please these • entities, magicians 
often use blood, skulls and other 
loathsome objects. Th e witohes 
dislike these methods and consi­
d e r them unnecessary, because 
they are capable of calling forth 
just as much power from their 
own nah1re, and this without do­
ing injury t o other living crea­
tures. The confusion of ceremon­
ial magic and genuine witchcraft 
may have arisen in the middle 

• ages when· sorcerers often e m­
ployed witches, more o r less in 
the same way as modern psychic 
researchers employ mediums, 
and thus in the minds of the bad­
ly informed the magic of sorcer­
ers and the worship of witches 
appeared as one and th e same 
,thing. 
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WITCHCRAFT AND 

CHRISTIANITY 

THOSE WHO HA VE any ink­
ling of the f ;i.cts of pistory need 
not l5e told th a t the Christian 
Ohurch ,was often guilty of the 
m o s t un-Christian mode of be­
havior toward the witches. What 
is less well-known is that the 
witches were persecuted initially 

• because of an ecclesiastical doc­
ument of very doubtful authenti­
city, and whidh is today regard­
ed as a rank forgery by most 
authorities. About A. D. 906, the 
Church-historian. Reginus pub­
lished a work on the disciplines 
of the Ohurch in which he men­
tioned the alleged decree of the 
Council of Ancyra (A.D. 314) 
advising the bishops to put down 
with utmost severity the practi­
ces of some "wicked women, 
who believe ~d profess them­
selves, in the hours of nigiht, to 
ride upon certain beasts with Di­
ana, the goddess of the pagans." 
Whether genuine or not, this an­
cient and ambiguous decree was 
taken as the basis of the first per­
secutions of witches~ throughout 

-Europe by the Church. In 1486,. 
Pope Innocent VIII instituted 
far m o r e severe ineasutes and 
agproved the infamous work 
'Malleus Maleficarum" auth­
ored by two fanatical monks as 
the most authoritative on th e 
subject of witchcraft. Thi s 
dreadful compendium of vile 
superstition, tihe English title of 

which is "Hammer Against Wit­
ches " had a tremendous a n d 
fateful effect upon the persecu­
tion of witches. It was soon fol­
lowed by many similar works, all 
devoted to the promotion of 
witch-burning. The practical re­
sults of these infamous books 
were th e widespread witch­
hunts and the unspeakable cruel 
tortures and executions connect­
ed with the same. 

If one compares the earlier 
attitude of the Church- .to the 
problem of witchcraft wit'h tha,t 
exemplified in the M alleus, one 
notices a striking difference. In 
the earlier times, the Church was 
trying to put down the phenom­
ena of "night-riding witches" as 
illusions induced by demons. 
The purpose of these.earlier de­
crees was to frighten people out 
of attending Sabbaths by intro­
ducing the element of doubt in­
to their minds, concerning t h e 
reality of the happenings. This 
was, .of course, in accordance 
with the belief promoted by 
many Christians, that the pagan 
deities w e r e devils in disguise. 
As time went on, so many people 
adhered to the cult of the'witch­
es, that it appeared as a threat­
ening rival religion to the leaders 
of the Church, and more radical 
measures were introduced. In or­
der to discard the earlier official 
"line" of the Church concerning 
wit~hcraft, dark allegations of 
"devi•l-worship" and "foul orgies" 
w e r e made, in order to terrify 
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and enrage the populace. The 
fruits of this unscrupulous prop­
aganda are unfortunately still 
with us, inasmuch as most peo­
ple still tend to associate witch­
craft with evil. 

IT WOULD SEEM reasona­
ble that as the various Christian 
denominations are increasingly 
foced into a position where they 
must accord respect to religions 
other than their own, they 
$hould also adopt a more intelli­
gent attitude toward the old 
faith of the witches. It may be 
discomforting for some to think 
that ,after so many centuries of 
Christian rule, the pre-Christian 
faith is still present in such coun­
tries __ as England. On t h e other 
hand, the situation is not so trag­
ic as it might se·em. Perhaps the 
existence and incr~ased promin­
.ence of the witch cult might ev­
en be conducive to the interna,l 
-regeneration . of Christendom. 

The more we study thee na­
ture o f. reJi.gious experience i n 
various faiths and cultures, the 
more we realize, that they a r e 
divided more by mental con­
cepts than by inner realities. As 
,!lurely as th e mind divides, so 
surely the heart unitese. Spirit-
11al co,.operation is possible only 
in the mystical experience which 
is equally present in all religions, 

whether they be called Chris­
tian, Buddhist, Hindu, Moslem, 
Judaism - or the Dianic cult of 
-the witches. The sincere aspira­
tion of the human heart toward 
the Divine is the common deno­
minator of all OQnvictions ,con­
cerning the essence o f religion. 

· ,As a hymn of singular beauty 
and insight has it: 

"Each sees one colour of Thy 
rainbow light, 

• Each Jooks upon one tint and 
calls it heaven. 

Thou art the fullness of our 
parti"al sight; · 

We are not perfect till we find 
the seven. 

Some seek a Father in .the 
heavens above; 

Some ask a human image ;to 
adore; 

Some crave a spirit vast as life 
and love; ~ . 

Wd:thin Thy mansions we ha,ve 
a.JI and more." 

H men are to meetin fellow­
ship and dedicate their common 
efforts in good works, they must 
-be free of ancient fears and mis­
taken hatreds; rather they must 
realize that we all practice one 
quality of faith regardless of the 

' names by which it is described. 
This recognition is indeed the 
hope of the world, for it is none 
other than the assurance of Di­
vine wisdom, both of which sur­
pass understanding. The redis­
covery of the ancient religion of 
the witches may bring us closer 
to that rerognition. • 



·r~tE ~lli'IDU 
ROPE ·ra,c,< 
EJ{P Lf\l i'I ED 

_by VANCE L. MILLIGAN 

You, too, might .possibly be able to learn to do i'his 
famous "trick"-but would you want to? 

KIPLING ONCE SAID, "East 
is East and West is West and 
never the twain shall meet." An­
dy, of the famous Amos and An­
dy comedy team; once hilarious­
ly misquoted this famous poet: 
"Ease is ease and wes i:s wes and 
ev~h tings okeh ~~ long as de two 
trams don meet. 
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I emphatically disagree ~ith 
Kipling, and I laugh at tihe .comic 
version given by Andy. My con­
vktion came about as a result of 
my liaving had the late Para­
mahansa Yogananda as a teach­
er. To have known this great 
Hindu teacher is a fortunate ex­
perience; to have had him as a 



teacher is to have had a blessing. 
Paramahansa Yogananda, best 

known for his best selling book 
"Autobiogmphy Of A Yo g i" 
lived and taugiht from his head­
quarters at the Self-Realization 
Fellowship in Los Angeles that 
East and West should merge 
their best spiritual ideals. For 
twenty-five years he lechired to 
large audiences all over-America, 
and sent weekly correspondence 
courses to students in all parts of 
the w-orld. Phenomenal results 
were attained from his "New 
Age" teachings. He contended 
t'.hat he came with a God-sent 
teaching that would bring the 
ancient science of Yoga in a 
practical manner to the western 
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man. He taught tibat Yoga is not 
a religion but a philosophy which 
would greatly enable any man to 
better understand his own reli­
gion. He claimed that the mys­
ticism of the far East could be 
explained in the language of 
modern science, and that a mru-­
riage of these ancient arts with 
the material knowledge of the 
West could produce an offspring 
that would usher in a Golden 
Age. 

Because the· magic and mys­
tery of India h a s always in­
trigued me, fate l e d me to be­
come ·his student. Ever since I 
ca11 remember, stories of the fa­
mous Hindu Rope Trick have 
dazzled my imagination. 
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LIKE MOST PEOPLE I la­
bored under a false opinion 
about Yoga. F or 1a long time I 
as~ociated it with body contor­
tions, snake oharming, spike 
sleeping, and fire walking done 

'by funny looking, emaciated lit­
tle men. This is an erroneous 
concept{on. Only a few sects of 
a branch of Yoga known as Ha­
tha devote much time to psycho­
logically-induced physiological 
manifestations. Yogananda was 
a Swami of the Giri branch of 
monastic Yoga. He taught the 
higher, sublime teaching known 
as Kriya Yogia. This philosophy 
embraced Raja Yoga, which in 
turn includes the main features 
of all other Yoga teachings. 
These systems ,are alleged to 
help the ego reaHze absolute 
identity with the heavenly Cre­
ator. It is not .a religion but a 
p:riactical approach to religion; 
hence he oalled hi s movement 
The Self Realization Fellowship 
Of All Religions. 

TIME, August 4, 1952 had this 
to say: "The great world teacher 
demonstrated the value of Yoga 
( scientific techniques for God­
realization) not only in life but 
in death. Weeks after his depar­
ture h i s unchanged face shone 
with the divine luster of incor­
ruptibility." 

MR. HARRY T. ROWE, Mor­
t1,1,ary Director, Forest Lawn Me­
morial P ark, Glendale, Cali­
fornia ( in whidh the body of the 

g r e a t master is temporarily 
placed), sent Self-Reali:zJation -
Fellowship a notarized letter 
from whioh the following ex­
tracts are taken: 

"The absence of a n y visual 
signs of decay in the dead body 
of Paramahansa Yogananda of­
fers the most extraordinary case 
in our experience. . . . No physi­
c a-I disintegration was visible in 

_ his body even twenty days after 
his death .... No indication of 
mold was visible on his skin, and 
no visible desiccation ( drying 
up) took pla_ce in the -body tis-/ 
sues. This state of perfect pre­
servation of a -body i's, 1so far as 
we know from morturary annals, 
an unparalleled o n e. 
At the time of receiving Yoga­
nanda's body, the morturary per­
sonnel expect,ed to observe, 
through the glass lid of the cas­
ket, the usual progressive signs 
of bodily 9-e.cay. 0 u r astonish­
ment was incieased as d a y fol­
lowed day without bringing any 
visible change in the body under 
dbservation .. Yogananda's body 
was apparently in a phenomenal 
state of immutability ... No odor 
of decay emanated from his 
body at any time ... 

"The •appearance of h i s body 
on March 27th, just before the 
bronze cover of the casket was 
put into position, wais the same 
as it had been on March 7th. He 
looked on March 27th as fresh 
and as unravaged by decay as he 
had looked on th e night of .his 
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death. On March 27th there was 
no reason to s,ay .that h i s body 
had suffered any visible physical 
disintegration ,at all. For these 
reasons we state again tha..t the 
case of Paramahansa Yogananda 
is unique in our experience." 

YOGANANDA d e v a 1 u at­
e -d paranormal psychic manifes­
tations done for effect or show. 
He taught -that these experiences 
are by-products of the ego's 
quest for God-realization. Saints 
and sages of ,all religions come 
into a realization of the higher 
powers of the psyche in their 
quest - for the eternal. Their 
knowledge should . be used for 
the highest good of mail. 

His classes were centered 
around a theme of finding God 
first - after this, the rest comes 
automatically. 

For seveml years before his 
death, Yogananda made very 
few public appearances. He pre­
dicted hi'S death to the date and 
he felt that his last years should 
be spent writing and strengthen­
ing the S.R.F. organization. Al­
though many of his students 
lived in the same building with 
him, they seldom saw him. On 
a f e w precious occasi:ons, some 
of us would catch him on his 
way out to the few outside acti­
vities that interested him. These 
were joyous, e n l -i g ht e n i n g 
events. There was always a soul­
stirring lecture for all fortunate 
students in t h e area. Sometimes 
he would spend a few minutes 
with llS and· sometimes hours. 

On such an occasion as t h i s, 
Qpportunity presented itself for 
me to question ihim about the 
Hindu rope trick. One day he 
happened to be walking near the 
area where I was working in the 
garden of the Mt. Washington es­
tates. I was not surprised at all 
when he r_ead my thoughts ( he 
could read minds in minute de­
tail at will) and said, "You are 
unhc'i.ppy because we teach no 
magic here?" 

"Not exactly, sir. It's just that 
· ·, there are so many things I am 

curious about, ,and after reading 
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your aurobiogra:phy I assumed 
th at paranormal experiences 
would be plentiful here." 

"Years ago when I first came 
to America I used to demon­
strate phenomena, b u t I found 
that I attracted a lot of curiosity­
seekers who were insincere and 
not ini:eresred in self-realization. 
I deoided then to only demon­
strate m y God-given talents 
w h e n it is constructive. I 
teach my students to do 1 i k e-

. " wise. 

He paused for a moment and 
walked slowly to his car which 
was parked near the side door 
of the main building. He opened 
the oar door and sat down on 
the back seat while I leaned 
down on the door. "What inter­
ests you most?" he asked. 

"How do the fakirs do the 
Hindu rope trick?" 

TO MY SURPRISE he stated, 
"It is not done! It is an optical 
illusion created by the mental 
suggestion of the highly trained 
mind of the fakir. Some of th e 
phenomena demonstrated by the 
Hindu magicians are real. Fire 
walking .and spike •bed sleeping 
are skillfully done by various 
sects, wiho do these things _to _de­
velop mental control. This is 
simply mind over matter. How­
ever, the rope trick is one of sev­
eral illusions that have been 
known in India for centuries. 

"It takes years of pr-actice to 
be able to skillfully demonstrate 

the rope trick. Many of the fakirs 
start their training while they 
are small chi,ldren. The father is 
usually th e tutor. He carefully 
plants family-secrets in the mind 
of the child. He takes pride in 
the fact his particular training 
ihas been handed down in th e 
family for centuries. It is his 
prayer that each generation will 
improve the art. • 

"The fakir is trained t o have 
strong powers of vi•sualization. 
He must be •able to literally paint 
an exact picture of a given object 
in his mind's eye. For years he· 
practioes on small O'bjects, such 
as a bean or a banana. He spends 
hours sitting and gazing at a giv­
en object. This process develops 
his concentration and visualiza­
tion, which in turn stimulate cer­
tain innate psychic centers th,at 
lie dormant in the human body. 
He 'graduates to c o m p 1 e x 
t1hought forms, and eventually 
feats such as the famous illusion 
of cutting a small boy to bits and 
then causing th e severed parts 
to reassemble ,themselves before 
an amazed audience. 

"The rope trick is the most fa­
mous of all the illusions. A small 
boy is picked out of the audi­
ence. The fakir directs the at­
tention of the people to the sky 
as he appears to throw a r o p e 
into the air. It appears to travel 
skyward and out of sight. The 
spellbound ,audience watches in 
anticipation as he sends the boy 
climbing up the rope out of 
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sight. The fak-ir snaps his finger 
and the whole scene disappea;s. 
After a few moments t h e fakir 
then points to the boy st•anding 
again." 

YOGANANDA stated with­
liaughter that he was always 
amused at various British and 
American tour,ists who took pic­
tures of the trick to send home to 
relatives, and were always 
puzzled as to the reason that ali 
that is seen is the fakir sitting 
with a peculiar expression on his 
face and his eyes focused in a 
trance. The ·boy is in his place in 
the audience. 

"The reason for all of this" he 
continued, "is that the boy never 
left h i s place in t h e audience. 
The sequence of scenes took 
place o n the astral plane. They 
were the thought forms of t h e 
highly trained artist projected to 

th e astral plane and perceived 
by the awakened astral senses of 
t h e witnesses. The audience is 
stimulated by sympathetic vibra­
tion. A special and secret method 
of psychic >induction is used to 
awaken th e ·astral senses of all 
present within a certain radius. 
People who are observing th e 
scene f r o m a distant place, re­
moved fr.om the immediate loca­
tion, often do not see th e boy 
move, or the rope go up. It de­
pends on how far the aura of the 
fakir can spread. 

"CAN I LEARN to do this il­
lusion," I asked jokingly. 

"Yes, anyone can," he an­
swered, 'but first let me tell you 
a story. One day Buddha was 
walking near a river in Tibet. He 

- came upon a 'holy man' who was 
able to walk across the river. 
Buddha sat and watched the 
'holy man' as he walked across 
the water, corning toward the 
place where Buddha sat. 

"'How long did it take you to 
learn to walk on water," asked 
Buddha. 

" 'About forty years," ·said the 
holy man. 

" 'Forty years to learn to do 
that. The ferryman will take you 
across f o r a few pennies,' said 
Buddha. 

"Do you get the point?" Yo­
gananda asked. "W h y spend a 
lifetime developing an illusion 
that will in reaHty serve no con­
structive purpose except to en-
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tertain. People w i 11 call you a 
great magiciian, but you have not 
really_ helped them. You have 
only ·entertained them. If you 
want entertainment, turn your 
TV set on. The West has mas­
tered mechanical Magic. This is 
good, because the Western man • 
can spend his lifetime using the 
highest wisdom of th e East to 
find God. 

"People often say that this 
knowledge has not helped Indi 1a, 
because of widespread poverty 
existing there today. The sins of 
their fathers have brought the 
present karmic conditions upon 
India. They must remember that 
India enjoyed a hi g h culture 
when the West was inhabited 
by oavemen. The present pover­
ty of India has existed for only a 
hundred years or so. This karma 
is being worked off, and the East 
will rise to former glory. Men of 
India have learned not to exploit 
the higher powers of the psyche." 

THIS LESSON I shall always 
remember. India has mastered 
magic and mysterious occult 
forces, but her masses are starv­
ing physically. The West has 

mastered material science but 
many s o u 1 s me spiritually 
st•arved. 

Instead of projecting thought 
forms t'hrough the air for enter­
tainment, it is better to use the 
air for humanity. 

The Dels-warr laboratories of 
Oxford, England, are the proud 
inventors of :riadionic machines 
w h i c h photograph thought 
forms. They foresee the day 
when photographs taken of rad­
iations from the human body can 
give an accurate medical diagno­
sis which will be more reliable ~ 
than our present X-Ray equip­
ment. 

J. M. Dechanet, a Roman Ca­
tholic Benedictine monk, is the 
author of a very popular book 
titled "Christian Yoga." He rec­
ommends a unique form of Yoga 
especially adapted to Christian 
needs. 

I. agree with my teacher; per­
haps the occult East and the ma­
terial West should join forces in 
exploring higher powers of the 
human mind. H i s dream is be­
coming a reality. East and West 
are meeting. 
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ALEISTER CROWLEY: 

The Man, The Mage, 

The Poet 

by Charles Richard Cammel; 
University Books, Inc., New 
Hyde Park, New York; 1962; 204_ 
pp. plus bibliography and in­
dex; $6.00. 

ON DECEMBER 1st, 1947, in 
a cheap boarding house near 
Hastings in England there pass­
ed from this physical existence 
one of the most controversial 
and amazing figures in the his­
tory of occultism. His name was 
Aleister Crowley, and he was 
noted as a poet, mountain­
climber, ceremonial magician, 
world traveler, and first and 

foremost, the o~ject of' countless 
lurid press reports and exposes 
which accused him of every con­
ceivable vile and bestial deed, 
from the worshipping of Satan 
to cannabalism. Religionists and 
occultists alike were and are 
prone to regard him as the very 
incarnation of evil, while those 
addicted to psychological plati­
tudes have frequently called him 
a madman. Even now, fifteen 
years after his death, there are 
numerous books in print, which 
repeat the old accusations; as an 
example we· may mention one 
badly written paperback, liter­
ally filled with grave factual er­
rors which on its cover is adver­
tised as being the life-story of 
Crowley, who "practiced Sex­
Magic and worshipped Satan, 
founded a religion based on 
drugs and debauchery, and 
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branded his wives and drove 
them insane." 

The small band of sincere and 
human-hearted scholars w h o 
have undertaken the proper 
study of the life and writings 
of Aleister Crowley is dwarfed . 
to a stature of insignificance in 
th~ public eye by the continuing 
stream of libelous sensationalism 
and invective emanating from 
the pens of men who are more 
interested in the quick sale of 
their worthless literary products 
than in truth and honest scholar­
ship. The late Charles Richard 
Cammell, a contemporary of 
Crowley, who shared his love 
for poetry and his interest in the 
occult, was one· of these sincere 
students, and his quiet and un­
argumentative biographical es­
say is a most welcome addition 
to the ever-increasing literature 
on Crowley. • 

Crowley was one of those in­
dividuals who possessed the 
power to attract as well as to 
repel people in an exceptional 
degree. In this respect he was 
rather like his senior in Occult­
ism, Madame Blavatsky, even 
though her follower would pas­
sionately resist this comparison. 
Cammell, the author of the work 
under review, was one of the few 
people who knew Crowley and 
neither adored nor detested him. 
This almost unique quality of 
the author is perhaps the great­
est asset of the book, although 
by no means the only one. Al-

though Cammell is not the only 
author who has written intelli­
gently abo_ut Crowley in recent 
times, (John Symonds had done 
so in his two books, "The Great 
Beast" and "The Magic of Aleis­
te·r Crowley") he also has some 
authentic knowledge of the phil­
osophy and principles of occult­
ism, without which no study of 
Crowley is possible. The author 
did not like Crowley's conduct 
in many ways, he disapproved 
of the majority of his practices, 
but at the same time he recog­
nized Crowley as a great poet 
and a profound thinker, whose 
occult philosophy was far less 
objectionable than his actions. 

ALL BUT THE neurotically 
fearful and prejudiced have to 
admit that there was really noth­
ing monstrous in Crowley's phil­
osophy. His motto was: "Do 
what thou wilt shall be the whole 
of the Law. Love is the Law, 
Love under Will." This w-as 11ot 
an invitation to universal license. 
As the famous present-day writ­
er on witchcraft, Gerald B. Gard­
ner cleverly said, people who 
interpret this saying as an in­
vitation to license thereby only 
reveal the fact that that is what 
they would like to do if ·they 
could do what they would. 
Crowley maintained also that 
"Every man and every woman 
is a star," and like the heavenly 
luminaries, each had a proper 
course appointed to them. This 
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course he called man's True Will, 
and he maintained that the only 
important thing in life is to dis­
cover one's True Will. The com­
bination of reflection, meditation 
and ceremonial activity which 
he advocated for the achieve­
ment of this end, he called "Mag­
ick." He said further that the 
great aim of Magick should be 
to obtain the knowledge and 
conversation of one's Ho 1 y 
Guardian Angel, who would 
show the way to the True Will. 
All other aims of Magick were 
more side issues, valuable only 

• to the extent that they proved 
conducive to the Great Work, 
i.e., the discovery of the True 
Will. 

While it is thus quite clear 
that Crowley's philosofhy was 
in essence but a specia form of 

the Ancient Wisdom-Religion 
which existed in the world from 
time immemorial, it must be ad­
mitted that many of the· prac­
tices associated with his "Mag­
iok" were of a far less exalted 
character. To be sure, he never 
did most of the abominable 
things that were and still are at­
tributed to him by many people. 
He assuredly did not adhere to 
any form of "Satanism" as this 
"ism" is conceived by the popu­
lar mind. Crowley, like most 
modem people, did not believe 
in the medieval personification 
of evil sometimes called Satan. 
Now, it is perfectly evident that 
one cannot worship that in the 
existence of which one does not 
believe. The true Satanists-such 
as the noted celebrants of Black 
Masses in the eighteenth cen­
tury, notably at the Courf of 
Louis XIV-were all believers in 
Catholic theology. Crowley was 
of a different persuasion alto- • 
gether. He was a Kabbalist and 
a student of the pre-Christian 
mysteries of antiquity; the con­
cept of Satan as the eternal evil 
opponent of a good God was 
completely meaningless to him. 
The often-repeated assertions to 
the effect that he "made a solemn 
pact with the Devil" and "wor-

. shipped Satan" are too silly to 
consider. 

AL THOUGH Aleister Crow­
ley had no interest in Satanism, 
he was in close contact with a 
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psychic realm which, for want . 
of a better word, we might de­
scribe as demonic. Quite early in 
his magical career in 1904 in 
Cairo, Egypt, Crowley contact­
ed what appeared to be a pow­
erful discamate entity, called 
"Aiwass," who claimed to be 
"the minister of Hoor-Paar­
Kraat"; in other words, an entity 
from the world of Ancient Egypt. 
This mysterious messenger of 
the old gods of Egypt dictated to 
Crowley two hundred and twen­
ty verses of "Liber Legis, The 
Book of the Law." Upon this 
document, which Crowley rev­
ered as pious Christians do the 
Bible, he based his "Magick" and 
indeed the rest of his life. This 
book, which like most of the 
books written or published by 
Crowley, is very rare now,' re­
veals a consciousness of a most 
peculiar and unusual kind_. Cam­
mell is of the opinion that this 
curious work is in part an eman­
ation from Crowley's unconsci­
ous mind, or of his "demonic 
personality." He also notes that 
he was greatly shocked when 
coming upon a "passage of error­
mous and atrocious blasphemy" 
in the book. 

It would be difficult to tell 
which passage the author is r~­
fering to, but this reviewer feels 
quite certain that it is one of the 
following: "I am in a secret 
fourfold world, the blasphemy 
against all -gods of men. Curse 
them! Curse them! Carse them! 

With my Hawk's head I peck at 
the eyes of Jesus as he hangs 
upon the cross. I flap my wings 
in the face of Mohammed and 
blind him . . . I spit on your 
crapulous creeds . . ," When the 
a u t h o r vigorously challenged 
Crowley because of what he 
considered the blasphemous pas­
sages in the Book of Law, the 
latter defended himself by say-
ing that he acted merely as a , 
scribe taking dictation ( p. 108). 
It is interesting to note that 
Crowley waited thirty-four years 
with the publication of this 
strange little volume, which he 
issued with #le warning that the 
study of it is forbidden and that 
it is wise to destroy the copy af-
ter the first rea,ding. Was he per­
haps aware of the demonic 
source of this communication, 
and thus fearful of the conse­
quences for the reader 'Yho 
studied it repeatedly? 

The most frequent accusations 
leveled against Crowley are con­
cerning matters related to sex. 
It is true that he was very prom­
iscuous sexually and moreover 
that he boasted constantly about 
his sex-life. His promiscuity • 
might not have interfered with 
his reputation at all, had he only 
observed the customary silence . 
of Victorian hypocrisy in the 
manner expected by society. We 
are today well aware that every 
manner of sexual vice and per-

.• ·version was extensively practiced . 
in Lo!}don at the tum of the 
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century by people of eminent • 
"respectability" and high social 
standing. Crowley was attacked 
and detested in fact not for 
what he did, but for his unwill­
ingness to conform to the hypo­
critical mores of his age. That 
he_ was affiicted with satyriasis 
( unquenchable sexual appetite) 
is proven by the author to be to­
tally untrue. 

, Although Cammell- does not 
dwell on it much, it is a fact 
that Crowley advocated the use 
of sexual practices in connection 
with his "Magick.' Obviously this 
shocked people even more than 
the excesses. of. his private .life, • 
for ever since the third century 

A.D. official Christianity has al­
ways considered sex and religion 
as incapable of being mixed, 
somewhat like oil and water. To­
day, when more people have read 
of the religious practices of the 
Hindu and Buddhist Tantra and 
of the psychoanalytic researches 
in the fertility-cults of Africa, 
the "Sex-Magick" advocated by 
Crowley might not appear quite 
as shocking as it did in the early 
parf of this century. What this 
"Sex-Magick" really is only very 
few people know; the only au­
thentic information concerning 
it is said to be contained in the 
manuscript of the 9th degree of 
the O.T.O., the now defunct or­
ganization once headed by 
Crowley. 

MANY OF THE less frequent­
ly named accusations against 
Crowley are exploded by the 
author. He states that Crowley's 
young pupil, Raoul Loveday, un­
doubtedly died of Typhoid fev­
er, caused by having drunk pol­
luted water, against the instruc­
tions of Crowley (p. 160). It so 
happens that the yellow press 
has for decades stated that the 
unfortunate yout!i was in some 
way-murdered by Crowley. That 
Crowley was not guilty of trea­
son against his country in World_ 
War I, but on t:\le contrary, pre­
dicted accurately the defeat of 

.. .Germany -in both wars, is one,.of 
t h e m~jor -contributions to . 
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"C 11 
" d b th. row eyana ma e y 1s 

book. 
Mr. Cammell also has an in­

teresting theory of his own, 
which offers as explaining Crow­
leys magical • career. According 
to the author, Crowley began his 
occult work under the right aus­
pices as it were when- he en­
gaged upon the task of carrying 
out the famous "Sacred Magic of 
Abramelin the Mage" some­
wher-e in the first years of the 
present century. However, he 
lost heart and discontinued his 
magical operations; and did not 
resume them until some years 
later. According to Cammell, 
this was the' point where Crow­
ley "went wrong": 

·«1n· the main, Abremaiin is. a work 
of Theurgy, that is, of the Higher 
Magis. Its precepts are lofty. and its 
operation demands Purity and Prayer 
as prime necessities. It follows; in fact, 
the theurgic traditi9n of Iaml:li(·]ms. 
Whatever may have been Crowley's 
acts during •his attempt t:i ope-rate 
Abra.melin,. we may be • certain th,:t 
his mind ... could not have attained 
the purity which is a oondition tif suc­
cess , . . in all theurgical Operations 
. . . His failure to act:omplish the 
Operation ,at the appointe dt.ime or 
place is :significant; that he s11oi.1ld 
fail to derive from it. t,!ie -desired 
profits spiritual or mater1al, was to my 
mind a for!!gone conclusion." ( p. 51) 

It would seem then, were we 
to be1!eve the story of the author, 
that Crowley was a man who 
set out to accomplish, the high­
est magic, but failing to do so, 
amused himself witb the less 

exalted and the sinister types of 
magic after that. In consequence 
of these practices his character, 
which was always eccentric in 
the extreme, -underwent a suc­
cessive deterioration, so that his 
lack of personal integrity antag­
onized in good time many of his 
most eminent pupils and sup­
porters. Whether this thesis ap­
peals to one or not, it must be 
admitted that a year-by-year 
comparison of the serious liter­
ary output of Crowley tends to 
sustain it strikingly. 

The whole truth concerning 
Aleister Crowley could probably 
not be told in a series of books 
filling an entire library; no single 
work can fulfill such a gigantic 
task. The present work by Mr. 
Camm ell is a most useful· step 
in the right direction, and whets 
one's appetite for more. For as 
the author rightly says: "The 
time is rapidly approaching 
when everyone who is interested 
in human genius and indeed,, in 
human nature, will be interested 
in Crowley." (p. 152) SAH 

MAN THE IMMORTAL 

by John East; Psychic Press, 
Ltd., 23 Great Queen Street, 
London WC2; 1960; Forewards 
by W. Y. Evans-Wentz, M.A., 
D. Litt., D. Sc., and Miss Geral­
dine Cummins; 231 pp. includ­
ing bibliography; 21 shillings 
( $3.00). 
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THlS IS, unfortunately, one 
of those books which could have 

· been excellent, but, apparently 
due to the author's carelessness, 
succeeds only in being both in­
accurate and incoherent. It is 
incoherent because of Mr. East's 
obvious failure to be accurate 
otherwise. Had he written a re­
view of Dr. Evans-Wentz' trans­
lations of the Tibetean occult 
literature, one could appreciate 
the fact that he is enthusiastic 
regarding them. If he were 
frankly attempting to base a new 
cult on the information of the 
translations, one could under­
stand his purpose. Yet, he frankly 
admits that he has had no ex­
perience of many of the mani­
festations of which he speaks, 
and that which he has experi­
enced he seems to feel cancels 
out his lack of either experience 
or investigation of other aspects. 

Mr. East has, however, under­
stood one facet of the business 
of being - the fact of the Abso­
lute or Cosmic or Universal 
Mind. However, the evidence he 

• presents for it is so warped, and 
so lacking in easily available in­
formation that far from being 
the convincing ' book that his 
publishers claim it to be, it leaves 
only a feeling of irritation be­
hind. 

-ALTHOUGH he quotes Sir 
James Jeans, W emer Heisen­
berg, Professor Bohm and Sir 
Arthur Eddignton fairly exten-

sively, he seems to have little or 
no grasp on the salient details 
of what they were writing about. 
He insists that Ernest Rutherford 
first split the atom in 1911 and 
that/rior· to that time science 
coul not possibly have had any 
knowledge of the vibrational 
structure of matter. In the first 
place, any first-year physics stu­
dent could have told him that 
Lord Rutherford did nothing of 
the sort; that dubious honor was 
awarded to Enrico Fermi some 
twenty years later. Further, sci­
entists. were well aware of the 
vibrational structure - or more 
strictly speaking, the electrical 
structure - of matter something 
more than one hundred and fifty 
years before this. In 1844, Mi­
chael Faraday was able to 
quote, discuss and concur with 
a paper written by one Rug­
giero Boscovitch a century be­
fore, in which Boscovitch .de­
scribed atoms as "mere centers 
of forces ot powers; not particles 
of matter , . ." The scientist, 
however, makes a clear clistinc­
tion between what he knows to 
be true and what he can demon­
strate to be true. 

From an historical point of 
view, Mr, East is also under a 
good many wronp impressions. 
In 1799, Sir Humpnry·Davy was 
able to write, "Nothing exists but 
thought. The universe is com­
posed of impressions, ideas, 
pleasures and pains." Back in 
1600, Giordano Bruno w a s 
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burned at the stake for teach­
ing publicly, and in a language 
which people could understand, 
that nothing existed except the 
Absolute. Nicholas of Cusa, be­
fore him, had said the same 
thing, and one • finds precisely 
that theme running through the 
"Pheado" of Plato which deals 
with what Socrates had to say 
betwe,en the time the ship ar­
rived from Delos, which signed 
his death warrant, and the time 
he drank the lethal dose of hem­
lock.· 

It is equally present in any 
and all of the occult teachings 
from prehistory to the present 
day. The Egyptians taught it in 
what we call "The Book of the 
Dead," whose proper translation 
is closer to "The Book of Eternal 
Life" ( as is evidently the Tibet­
ean literature which has been 
translated by Dr. Evans-Wentz). 
The "Vedas" of Indian teachings 
claim to have an history of many 
thousands of years, and the Chi­
nese teachings of Lao Tze are 
predated in origin many cen­
turies before that estimable man 
walked on this planet. The Am­
erican Indian teachings also deal 
with the same theme of the Ab­
solute or Cosmic Mind, as does 
the Qabbala of the Hebrew 
peoples whence sprang the 
prophets of our Bible. . 

The modem mystic and occult 
schools, from the Theosophists 
and the Rosicrucians and the 
Steiner groups, through all the 

others which keep springing up, 
including the Spiritualists - all 
hammer insistently on the Abso­
lute or .Cosmic Mind being the 
only reality_ and all else but a 
fleeting thought within that 
Mind. It is hard to see why Mr. 
East, in view of the great masses 
of evidence, insists that the in­
formation is exclusive to the 
Tibetean documents, or anti- -
dated by them. 

HE HAMMERS on the evolu­
tionary theme, but never once 
does he mention Sir Alfred Rus­
sell Wallace, co-establisher of 
the evolutionary theory with 
Charles Darwin, and whom Dar­
win himself admitted had done· 
a much more thorough job. 

Mr. East quotes Dr. Carl Jung 
as having written in a preface to 
one of Dr. Evans-Wentz' transla­
tions some remarks about the 
"dreary literature of Spiritual­
ism,' but Mr. East should take 
the time and trouble the next 
time he runs up to London to 
stop by Spiritualist headquarters. 
( The Spiritualist Association of 
Great Britain - formerly The 
Marylebone Spiritualist Associa­
tion - Limited, 33 Belgrave 
Square, London, SWI. This so­
ciety was founded in 1873, _and 
is still dedicated to psychical 
research.) Should he do so, and 
browse around the extensive 
library, he would find that in­
cluded in this "dreary litera­
ture" are such giants of our sci­
entific world as Sir William 
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Johann Zollner, F.W.H. Myers 
Crookes ( whom he mentions 
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once in passing), Sir Oliver 
Lodge, Camille Flammarion, Dr. 
Johann Zollner, FW.H. Myers 
( whom he also mentions in pass­
ing, because it is alleged that 
Professor Myers has "returned 
from the dead" via the pen of 
Miss Geraldine Cummins, the 
noted automatic writer, who is 
• evidently a friend of Mr. East, 
-and therefore worthy of men­
tion). 

He would also find the books . 
of Mr. Sylvan Muldoon, whom 
he quotes extensively as the 
"only" authority on what he calls 
''.astral traveling" and ps1,chic 
researchers call "bi-location'. He 
would find that Mr. Muldoon is 
not the only one who has written 
extensively on the subject, that · 
all the "occult" and "mystery" 
schools teach the process of 
achieving the feat consciously 
and deliberately and that far 
from the "appallingly bad 
health" being "necessary' to it, 
it i~ heartily recommended by 
all of these people that its prac­
tice be undertaken only when 
one is in the very best health and 
spirits. A particular kind of 
"Yoga" training provided only 

, by the particular Tibetean school 
is not necessary. • 

ONE WONDERS, too, why 
he has taken up the cant of the 
Theosophists in insisting that 
Jesus of Nazareth must have 
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spent years in the East studying 
the occult. The Essenes were 
well established in the neigh­
borhood and he certainly was a 
member of the Hebrew mystical 
school which we refer to today 
as the Qabbalists which prior to 
and during that day was the 
source of training for the pro­
phets of his own people. 

It is perfectly true that the 
"Christian" church has attempted 
to control the manifestation of 
th~ knowledge of the Absolute, 
but then, so do all the occult 
and mystery schools, including 
those of the Buddhists and. 
Tibeteans. Their m e an s of 
achieving this control - or rather 
their approach to it - however, 
has, admittedly, been somewhat 
different; but that doesn't alter 
the fact that it was Rome's at­
tempt to control this knowledge, 
which attempt proved unsuccess-. 
fol, that caused both the Inqui­
sition and th e later Protestant 
Reformation .. And even today, 
the ones who find themselves 
aware of the true state of being· 
in the Cosmic Mind, are i.plit­
ting off into sects in protest 
against the orthodox, material­
istic concepts into which _Pro: 
testantism, as a general move­
ment, has settled. 
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THERE ARE so many other 
books which we could recom­
mend to both Mr. East and the 
reader which hav"e done what 
Mr. East is trying to do so much 
better. F o r instance, he could 
make a more careful study of 
both Sir James Jeans and Dr. 
Carl Jung. Sir James, in his 
"Growth of Physical Science" 
and Dr. lung's "Modem Man in 
Search o a Soul". He could also 
study both Dr. Raynor Tohnson's 
"The Imprisoned Splendour" and 
Harold Steinour's "Exploring the 
Unseen World". The first two 
would give him a much more 
accurate insight into botb phy­
sics and psychology and t.,e last 

! '· 

two would demonstrate accurate­
ly the necessity for and means 
of acquiring and assembling the 
pertinent information which is 
so easily available to anyone 
who wants to use _his own scrap 
of Cosmic Mind. 

Mr. East has undoubtedly 
seized on upon the most impor­
tant fact of existence. One could 
only wish that he had taken the 
time and trouble to investigate 
the salient details a bit more 
thoroughly before he tried to 
prove it. as he has only suc­
ceeded m adding to the confu­
sion already existing, rather 
than clarifying anything. JLK 

_/;_ ; .. ·. - ~ -a: 



All letters to this department are read carefully, and are 
considered for publication unless the author states that his 
views are not for publication. The editors reserve the right 
to abr.idge letters-particularly the long oner, which are 
nonetheless welcome-though in most instances they ar, 

published complete. 

THIS ISSUE of EXPLORING 
THE UNKNOWN has been pro-· 
duced b y a different process 
than the last - it is photo offset 
- and the printer, publisher, and 
editor all hope that you will find 
the results an improvement both 
as to appearance and readability. 
Of course, it is th~ content pre­
sented that makes the difference, 
in the 1ast analysis; if you do not 
find the matter interesting, then 

it makes little difference wheth­
er t ·h e presentation is pleasing. 
( Despite the fact that some of 
us may find the content so inter­
esting that we will strain our 
eyes over it, no matter how it is 
printed, th i s is not the way to 
gain new readers! ) B u t we do 
want ro hear from you about our 
new style and make-up, an d 
please do not hesitate to tell us 
about anything you do not like. 
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ON "PSYCIDC" 
EXPERIENCE 

Dear RAWL: 
You keep insisting that you 

have had only on "psychic" 
experience that you know of, 
and I keep 'insisting that you 
have had many more. What I 
am trying to hammer into you 
is that the word "psyche" does 
mean "soul", and I am sure 
you have had many "soul'.' ex­
periences which have been 
profound - your "conver­
sion" to the "Christian 
Church" being one of them. 
Now th i s must have been a 
profoundly moving experience 
to you, or you would not be so 
vehement in your assertion of 
it. Psychic or soul experience 
can be and is, like physical ex­
perience, everything from the 
ridiculous to the sublime -
the difference between its be­
i n g psychical or physical be­
ing chiefly whether it was pre­
dominantly mental or predom­
inantly material experience, 
all experience on this level be­
ing an admixture of both). 
As our conscious experience 
here is chiefly physical, we 
t e n d to overlook or dis­
count the soul experience con­
current with it. In other areas 
of existence, I should imagine 
that the physical is overlooked 
and discounted in favor of the 
vaster soul experience. 

' -·-.JERRYLL.KEANE • 
The above paragraph is ex-

cerpted frorn a letter, with the 
permission of the writer. I re­
plied to this as follow~: 

"On my 'psychic' experience: 
this is a difficult matter. My q_ic­
tionary gives the same definition 
(substantially) as you do; so I 
am entirely willing to acknow­
ledge that I have had 'psychic' 
experiences as you define them. 
( I would be even if my diction­
ary didn't; just added that as a 
bonus, sort of.) However, an d 
it is a very big however (a) I'd 
be willing to wager any reason­
able sum that were you to pick 
100 intelligent-looking indiviuals 
at random as we trod what pas­
ses for sidewalks here and say 
to them: 'A person s_ays he has 
psychic experiences - what do 
you think he means?' at least 
90% would think that the per­
son means he sees gihosts, or gets 
messages from spirits via ouija 
boards, seances, etc. No more 
than 10% ( and I do think I'm 
overestimating) would think of 
religious experiences. 

"Now here is a splendid exam­
ple of where the use of the 'cor-
r e c t' term is useless because it 
does not oommunicate what the 
sayer (me) wants to communi­
cate - and, in fact, communi­
cates misimpressions. ( b) So, if 
I say to anyone save you, Vance 
Milligan, Father Hoeller, and a 
few others that I have, ind~, 
h ad 'psychic' experiences, I im­
mediately have to explain in cle- " • 
tail what T do not mean." 
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Jerryl agreed with this cau­
tion, and ·noted, "I would not on­
ly agree that that is the reaction 
you'd get, but figure you're a­
bout 8% off accuracy on re­
sponse. If you got two people 
out of the hundred, w h o were 
not normally in the work, as Mil­
ligan, Hoeller and myself are, 
you'd be lucky." 

Moreover,. there are wide ar­
eas of experience which psycho­
therapy assigns to the 'psche' 
w i t h o u t admitting anyt!hing 
which we would generally in­
clude under 'psychical' experi­
ence. ( Some psychotherapists do 
not differentiate, or would in­
clude some such, though not all. ) 

T h e general tendency is to 
think that a person who expres-
s e s belief or willingness to be- • 
lieve in some aspects_ of 'psychic' 
experience is immediately put 
down as a believer in each and 
every one of the wildest kinds of 
crackpot theories and delusions. 
Let a scientist admit that telepa­
thy or clairvoyance may be pos­
sible, and someone is bound to 
ticket him as a flying saucer en­
thusiast - the full measure, in­
cluding spacemen - too. ( This 
is one of the reasons why many 
more scientists may actually give 
some credence to telepathy and 
clairvoyance, etc., than are wil­
ling publicly to admit it. It is not 
the only reason, of course; but it 
is a valid reason in more than a 
few instances.) . 

So the question remains: how 

can I acknowledge what I do ac­
cept without appearing t o sub­
scribe to innumerable things I 
utterly reject? It isn't always con­
venient to list all the things I 
give no credence whatsoever to 

• when I'd like to testify to what 
I do accept. 

RE OPALS 
Dear Sir: -

I bought t h e August 1962 
issue of your magazine be­
cause in the contents page it 
says that on page 99, Irene 
Bird tells more of beliefs about 
the opal. I turned right away 
to that page, but the opal 
wasn't even mentioned in her 
article; it was just about birth­
marks. How come? 

I was especially interested 
in opals because I wanted to 
see whether others had similar 
experiences as I h a d in con­
nection with it. I had always 
heard that w i t h an unlucky 
opal, death comes in three, 
paying not much attention to 
it until it hit me. 

My sister w a s a trained 
nurse and one time w a s em­
ployed by a prominent Ameri­
can couple to come to the U. S. 
to look after their three young 
children; the parents were per­
fectly healthy, apparently, 
anyway. Mr. C. wore an opal 
ring, and shortly after arriv­
ing in the U. S., he suddenly 
died - I don't know what of. 
Then his wife had the ring fit-
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ted for h'erself, and soon got 
sick in the abdomen and died 
also. Before her death, she 
gave the ring to my sister as a 
token o f her friendship. It 
didn't take much time before 
my sister got sick and sent me 
a cable to Switzerland to come 
and get her back there. When 
I arrived, she was already dy­
ing of some kind of blood in­
fection, and lasted only about 
six weeks longer; she was only 
32. My other sister then took 
the ring and wore it; it made a 
curious clattering noise inside, 
as if the core of the stone were 
loose, though the settiqg was 
solid. Some time after, she 
bought _an apartment house 
lease, and then wanted to sell 
it at once again, to make some 
other pressing payment, but 
it just wouldn't happen. 

"It's that ring that brings 
me bad luck," she cried out in 
desperation, and threw it into 
an empty drawer. Two days 
later, she sold the lease. She 
left the ring behind. 

I have read some place a de- . 
scription of how opals are 
made in India. A fellow mur­
dered his companion and at 
once cut out his eyes to make 
opals out of them, pouring hot 
wax over them f o r preserva­
tion until he could at leisure 
continue with the process of 
making them marketable. I 
wish I c o u 1 d remember the 
book title and the author, but 

it is so long ago. It wasn't a 
treatise on opals, just one of 
many experiences there. May­
be it is secret or even common 
knowledge in that country, 
and it didn't say that that was 
the only origin of opals, al­
though it may be that they are 
petrified eyes of humans and 
animals, preserved accidently 
in a certain kind of soil p e r­
haps, and of course being 
buried deep enough to escape 
being devoured by w i 1 d ani­
mals. Maybe the natives have 
found a quicker process of pre­
servation and "fabrication" -
just a personal deduction. No 
wonder opals have a bad repu-

, tation; it may be that in come 
cases a vengeful spirit is still 
attached to them. 

By the way, you can make 
warts disappear quickly just 
b y h a n d 1 in g sun-warmed 
straw, without any abracada­
bra. 

"Animal ESP", by K. G. Dee 
w a s very interesting to read, 
and it is comforting to know 
that clergymen can be broad­
minded, too, as the article by 
the Rev. Stephan A. Hoeller, 
D. D., shows. 

--E. FRIEND (?) 
626 W. 17th Street, 
Los Angeles 15, Cal. 

You signed your letter in good 
faith, which made it eHgible for 
inclusion here, 'but I'm not exact­
ly sure about your name. ( A very 
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good caution for letter writers is 
to type your name at the bottom 
of the page, and sign above the 
typing - then, if the fallible edi­
tor has any difficulty with your 
handwriting, it won't result in a 
mis-spelling.) . 

Our sincere and blushing apol­
ogies for that boner on the con­
tents page, wherein the birth­
mark article is misidentified as 
an opal article. The last bit on 
the opal superstition was by Ger­
trude C. Page, not Irene Bird, 
and appeared in Issue #13, June 
1962. If you do not have this is­
sue, please let me know and I 
will send you o n e without 
charge; despite the fact you ap­
apparently found the August is­
sue interesting, I cannot but feel 
that we hooked you unfairly. ( If 
you -have the June issue, write 
me anyway, and I'll put you 
down for a complimentary copy 
of a forthcoming issue. But I 
want to be assured that I have 
your name correct.) 

Most superstitions arise out of 
the post hoc ergo propter hoc 
fallacy, ( see editorial for expla­
nation); others arise out of faul­
ty or hasty generalizations. If I 
·step on the tail of a black cat 
crossing my path at a time when 
I require utter silence, then that 
cat may be part of misfortune for 
me. If I walk under a iadder up­
o n whioh someone i s standing, 
painting, I might g e t splaslhed 
with paint - generally not a de­
sirable experienoe. The faulty 

and hasty generalization would 
be that black cats and walking 
under ladders are unlucky. And 
the generalization does not con­
sider what has been left out: ( a) 
under the cil'cumstances of the 
first instance, stepping on any 
cat's tai,l would be equally mis­
fortunate; should we then con­
sider that all cats bring bad luck? 
( b) nothing can fall on me from 
a ladder if there's nothing there 
to fall; it may be a good idea to 
glance up first. But there's good 
reason for assuming that m o s t 
superstitions stem from genuine 
experiences of misfortune; the 
deduction is a non sequitur. 

However, when a person b e­
lieves deeply that something will 
bring him bad luck, it can often 
happen that this belief will play 
a part in subsequent misfortune. 
This is an instance of th e self­
fulfilling prophecy. The consci­
ous certainty that misfortune is 
bound to happen may often 
bring about subconscious behav­
ior on the part of t h e believer 
which insures the misfortune. 
T h i s is also frequently tied in 
with ·subconscious guilt and an 
unrecognized desire to be pun­
ished. 

T h e thing is, however, when 
misfurtune of this s o r t follQws 
the tripping on some sort of su­
perstition that the victim be­
lieves true, it is no longer a mat­
ter of luck. T h e seemingly 
accidental is not an accident; the 
victim ( without conscious inten-
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tion) has acted in such a way as 
to insure misfortune - he then 
blames it on the superstition. 
"Bad luck" following the sight of 
a black cat crossing one's path, 
or walking under a ladder could 
only be a matter of "luck" if (a) 
the victim has never heard that 
these things are supposed to 
bring bad luck ( b) the victim is 
not under any sort of subconsci­
ous compulsion to punish himself 
at the time. 

Other superstitions may have 
arisen out of erroneous deduc­
tions - that'is, reasoning correct­
ly, so fa r as logic is concerned, 
from false assumptions. A tre­
mendous amount of perfectly 
"logical" conclusions are entirely 
erroneous because th e assump­
tions with which one sta·rted 
were false. "Logic" is a tool, not 
a process which guarante~s cor­
rect conclusions. It's like a sau­
sage grinder; if you feed horse­
meat into it, you11 get horse­
meat sausa,ge. 

ILLINOIS SOCIETY FOR 
PSYCmc RESEARCH: 

SUMMARY OF FIRST 18 
MONTHS' ACTIVITY 

The Illinois Society for Psy­
chic Research began meeting 
informally in January, 1961. 
Formal organization follo\ved 
in March, 1961. Officers elect­
ed were: Curtis Fuller, Wil­
mette, President; Mrs. C. M. 
(Pell) Oehler, Wilmette, Vice 
President; David Techter, 

Chicago, Executive S e c re­
tary; and Ruth Brennan, 
Chicago, Treasurer. Incum­
bent officers were reelected in 
March, 1962, for a second one­
year term. A series of monthly 
membership meetings were 
held. The speakers a n d their 
topics were as follows: 

January, 1961: David Tech­
t e r, History of Psychic Re­
search"; February, 1961: Rev. 
Ernst Sch_oenfeld, Church of 
the Spirit, Chicago, "The Laws 
of Mediumship"; March, 1961: 
A workshop-style m e e t i n g 
featuring experiences of the 
membership with automatic 
writing; April, 1 9 6 1: Mr. 
George Martin, Chicago-area 
director of Hypnosis Institute 

• of America, "Hypnotism: His­
tory and Practice"; May, 1961: 
P o 11 y Oehleh, 'Paranormal 
Dream Experiences"; June, 
1961: Dr. Vernon Clark, con­
sulting psychologist, Evans­
ton, "Empirical Investigation 
o f Astrological Predictions". 
Meeting were suspended d u r­
ing the Summer, but an infor­
mal social was held during Ju­
ly. September, 1961: David 
Tech t er, "Latest Develop­
ments i n Parapsychology"; 
October, 1961: Felix Morrow, 
founder of Mystic Arts Book 
Society, "Psychic Research: 
Past and Present"; November, 
1961: Dr. V. E. Cox, Southern 
Pines, N. C.,<'Poltergeist Phe­
nomena". A holiday social e-
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vent was h e 1 d in December. 
January, 1962: A panel-discus­
sion, o n psychic experiences 
and development, featuring 
Ruth Brennan, Quanah Bol­
len, and Beatrice Pyman;·Feb­
ruary, 1962 (special meeting 
co-sponsored by S p i r i t u a 1 
Frontiers Fellowship): Dr. J. 
B. Rhine, "Parapsychology 
and the Spiritual Nature of 
Man"; February, 1962 (regu­
lar monthly meeting): A dem­
onstration of mental medium­
ship • by Rev. Ernst Schoenfeld 
and Mrs. Olle (held at Church 
of the Spirit); March, 1962: 
Dr. Curtis MacDougall, North­
western University, "How to 
Detect Fraud"; April, 1962: 
Mr. Olaf Jonsson, Hammond, 
Ind., demonstrating telepathy 
and clairvoyance testing; May, 
1962: Dr. Wilfrid Hambly, 
"Hypnogogic Visions"; June, 
1962: Mr. Harold Schroeppel, 
"Paranormal Dream Experi­
ences". The second annual 
Summer social was held dur­
ing July, 1962. 

In tne Spring of 1962, the 
Research Committee, headed 
by Mrs. Oehler, began prelim­
inary investigation of alleged 
thought photography. 

--DAVID TECHTER, 
5315 South Cornell Ave., 
Chicago 15, Ill. 

ON ASTROWGY 
Dear Mr. Lowndes: 

I found the October 1962 is-

sue of Exploring The Un­
k n o w n one of the best in a 
long time. Here is my rating of 
this edition 

1. "Infinity Equals Evolu­
tion", by Jerry! L. Keane. 
Many of the aphorisims a n d 
postulations of ancient occult­
ism a r e appearing more true 
in the light of the findings of 
modern material science, as 
this age progresses. This fea­
ture bears this out in a great 
number of ways. 

2. "Limitations" (editori­
al), which was (for me at 
least) informative, interestjng 
and well presented. (I tried to 
follow your suggestion in this 
editorial by looking up Isaac 
Asimov's "Axioms For Every­
body", in the August 1957 is­
sue of Science Fiction Quart­
erly, but unfortunately could 
not locate the magazine. My 
two older brothers and former 
residents were both addicted 
to science fiction, and as a 
consequence have left a large 
collection of dusty volumes of 
such material behind - which 
enabled me to make t h i s in­
spection. This "bug" nev(tr bit 
me, however, although I am 
currently reading "T h e On­
slaught From Higel", by Flet­
cher Pratt, in the 1950 edition 
of Wonder St-Ory Annual - it 
caught my eye during the 
search. Who knows? Maybe 
you've made a science fan out 
of me! 
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3. "The Tenacious Ghost of 
Grapevine Canyon", b y Paul 
T. Collins (always glad to find 
astral projection given a place 
in EXTU) ; "Mediums and Psy-
chic Sensitives", by Harold 
Steinour; "Occultism Through 
The Eyes of Religion" by The 
Rev. Stephan A. Hoeller, D.D., 
with the feature, "Occult and 
Religious Healing". 

4. "The Somerville Com­
munication", by Geraldine 
Cummins. 

5. "Occultism Views t h e 
Presidential Election", b y 
Vance L. Milligan. 

6. T h e pschic experiences 
department, the articles of 
which I rate as follows: (A) 
"The Ghost on the Terrace", 
by Birdaline Hosie, (B) "The 
Seance", by Mae Gettel. 

I noticed in this issue that 
you are "not sold" on astrolo­
gy. (This refers to your re­
marks in answer to a letter in 
"The Eyrie", on page 115.) 

It might interest • you to 
know how I became convinced 
that the planets in one's birth­
chart do have a definite influ­
ence upon u s, throughout 

' physical existence, and that 
their continually-changing po­
sitions can and do influence us 
to walk certain pathways, as 
well as affecting our physical 
construction. 

Your opinions (ie, on page 
115) regarding this subject 
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are similar to those I held my­
self about five years ago. At 
this time, I attributed the cor­
rect forecasting of events by 
astrology as being due to lucky 
guessing. It was at this time 
that I browsed through a pap­
erback on this subject and be­
gan reading a:bout my own 
sign (Scorpio) and the sign 
Taurus. The characteristics 
given the Scorpio native were 
quite correct. But this I attrib­
uted to lucky guessing, as pre­
viously mentioned. It stated 
that I (as a Scorpio) have an 
unusual desire to fa thorn and 
understand t h e mysterious 
side of things, which is very 
true, but I recall thinking that 
most people have such a de­
sire and t h a t there was no­
thing unusual in this at all. It 
also stated that I was too 
much an "egotist" and that 
this showed when in human 
company - bringing resent­
ment upon me from my social 
contacts. This warning was 
not unfounded but let's be 
honest - don't we all consid­
er ourselves as-possessing a­
bove-a v e r a g e intelligence? 
That such ... 'egotism" should 
produce resentment at times 
would not be unusual. The 
counter-measures against this 
were effective (ie do more list­
ening at social get-togethers 
and less talking), but such pre­
cautions ( which I heeded, to 
my benefit) were common log-



The Eyrie 

ic and could be given to any-
DON'T BE A VICTIM 

128 

one with potentially success­
ful results. 

After reading about other 
traits concerning t h e sign 
Scoprio, I investigated the 
sign of Taurus ( which I select­
ed at random) and read about 
the characteristics of this 
sign. After having fully digest­
ed this information, I was 
still of the opinion that lucky 
guesswork was involved. But 
here's the catch. Going out in­
to the world, I found t h a t I 
could successfully spot the na­
tives belonging to these signs 
of t h e zodiac. In most cases, 
their physical charcteristics 
were sufficient alone to tell 
me which sign they represent­
ed. I can safely say that I nev­
er m a d e a wrong identifica­
tion. 

It was this, more than any­
thing else, that convinced me 
that there was far more to as­
trology than first appeared, 
and that it merited a proper 
investigation. 

Although you may find 
these statements difficult to 
swallow, I sincerely believe 
that if you were to conduct a 
little investigation along these 
lines, selecting the sign Taurus 
(which is a good one in that it 
has traits which stand out 
from the other signs, and for 
this reason is more easily rec­
ognized) and your own sign of 
Virgo, and give them both a . 
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him face to face while on his lecture 
tour, if you were fortunate to meet 
him. Time is so limited. 

No one other than Rev. Babbs and 
yourself ever sees what you write him. 
Over the years, he has helped untold 
numbers, not answering haphazal'dly, 
but only after fasting and communion 
and medication waiting on God's mes­
senger to reply. I do not open my 
mail except on Fridays, the 24 hours 
I set aside to fast and communion 
and prayer: I am interested in the 
sincere, not the curious and especialJy 
wish to regain contact with those he 
has helped and met, over the yean, 
while lectµring and teaching. 7 ques­
tions answered for the small charge of 
$5.00. I do not get this money, it 
goes into the Fund, for the Elder 
Brothers of Prophecy. 

Two Bible quotations of solace sent 
'16th each letter. This· could very well 
be the turning point for better things 
by writing him NOW. 

REV. BABBS 
2756 Gewglo Av■., W. PalM Beach, Fla. 
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: : : : : :CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING:::::: 
11 EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN will accept such classified advertising 11 
11 for this section as meets with the standards of the publication. Rates are 11 
11 25¢ a word for two insertions with name and. address to be counted as 11 

words. Please send cash with your orders for insertion. Send type set up 
11 or typewritten copy. Closing dates: Feb. issue, Oct. 15; Apr. issue, 11 
11 Dec. 15; June issue, Feb. 15; Aug. issue, Apr. 15. 11 

------------------------------------------------------BOOKS, FOLIOS, ETC. 

SPECIAL! UNUSUAL BOOKS, Cata­
log 25¢. - Lora, 562 San Jose, San 
Francisco 10. 

NA TIO NS IN PROPHECY, 25¢; Dan­
iel's 70 Weeks, 10¢; Invitation To The 
Kingdom, 10¢; What Is Baptism? 10¢. 
- People's Christian Bulletin, Box 
87-U. Cathedral Station, New York, 
N. Y. 
CLOSING OUT BOOK BARGAINS. 
All suojects. Free list. Yoya 25¢, 
\.f y s t er i o u s Disappeara,nces 25¢, 
Death Inevitable? 10¢. Dozens other 
titles. Going fast - write today. Fact 
Books, Box 273, Rockford, Ill. 

PERSONAL 

ABSENT HEALING. Send pa·rticulars 
and postage. ONLY $5. includes. LAY­
. ING ON OF HANDS Thesis,. plus 

• simple instruction; plus dnstruction on 
absent healin·g by Rev. Magiera, 2070 
Vining, New Boston, Michigan. 

LEARN WHILE ASLEEP, ,hypnotize 
with your recorder, phonograph or 
amazing ELECTRONIC EDUCA­
TOR. Also free information prayer­
plant experiments, life-after-death. 
Sleep-Learning Research Association, 
Box 24-UK, Olympia, Washington. 

"HOW TO FIND YOUR SUPPLY." 
Spiritual treatment to attain health, 
finances, etc. One month, $5.00. In-­
eludes valuable informative booklet. 
Write: Ward Healing Service, Metro­
polis, Ill. 

YOU CAN HEAL by methods used 
by Jesus; surface hidden talents; in­
crease psychic abilities; transform 
lives. $1.00 per lesson; All 6 for $5.00, 
refunded if requested. - F. Gunn, 
Hume, Missouri. ' 

TRIANGLE DIVINE HE A LI NG. 
Hundreds have received miracle relief. 
VVe treat People or Animal Pets. Send 
information of sickness for instruc­
tions, $-'3.00 minimum ·monthly treat­
ment fee. - Thomas Kelly, Ham1ony, 
Pa. 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP in our EX­
CLUSIVE correspondence club for 
SPIRITUALLY-MINDED people 3 
months $2.00. Whispering Pines Cor­
respondence Centre, P. 0. Box 165x, 
Ashland, Oregon. 

PROFITABLE PROFESSION. An­
alye handwriting. Free details. Inter­
national, Box C, 430 Thompson, 
Glendale 1, Calif . 

THAT BOOK YOU WANT. Let us 
fi~d it. FTee Search. Argonaut Book 

_-Search, Box 18, ClaryviUe, N. Y. 
METAPHYSICAL ADVISOR, HEAL­
ER, uses Extrasensory Perception, 
Clairvoyance, Clairaudience. Problems 
answered, 3 for $2.00. Clients say 
accuracy remarkable. Spiritual hea.Jing, 
two weeks treatment, $3.00. Addressed 
envelope. - Rev. Molus, Box 5157, 
Sherman Oaks, Calif. 

WHO WAS THE STRANGE BE,ING 
that addressed the U. N., then van­
ished from sight? Read confidential 
report. Five for $1.00. - Truth, Box 
252, Ven-ice, Calif. 
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proper investigation, you, too, 
should be capable of such suc­
cessful discrimination. 

I could, very easily, quote 
the evidence which supports 
and validates this ancient sci­
ence (which is quite volumin­
ous) but believe that these 
suggestions, if properly car­
ried out, will suffice in con­
vincing you that astrology, 
though apparently fantastic 
in its claims, does indeed con­
tain much truth. 

That old saying, "Contempt 
before proper investigation is 
the evil thereof", should be re­
membered by each· of us be­
fore we become opinionated 
tand begin -a personal evalua­
tion of things (particularly in 
the occult area ) of which we 
have little knowledge. I believe 
that if we followed and heed­
ed this advice more often, we 
could do little wrong in these, 
a~ well as other matters. 

LAWRENCE CHUBB, 
5306 Des Erables Street, 
Montreal 34, Quebec, 

Canada 
The editorial, this time, will 

show you that I have been doing 
a little investigating; and I am 
willing to acknowledge that my 
views, as of September 1962, are 
not exactly the same as they were 
when the material which appears 
on page 115 of our October issue 
was written. As Korzybski noted, 
about his o w·n writings, I make 
these present statements empha-

DID GAGARIN really go into space? 
Read confidential report: "Soviet­
space-man-.Fraud". 5 for $1.00. Truth, 
Box 252, Venice, Calif. 

INSTRUCTION 

UNIQUE CARD READING method. 
Never before revealed, $1.00. - C. A. 
Bauman, 4538 Park Blvd., San Diego 
16, Calif. 

MINISTERIAL CERTIFICATIONS: 
Ordained :Vlinister, Counselor, Healer, 
Etc. Universal Metaphysica-1 Religion. 
Seminary Home-Studies . .Qualified In­
structors. Charters. Free-Will Offer­
ing. Free Explal)atory Booklet. Univer­
sal Harmony Foundation. 216 - 23rd 
Avenue, North East, St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 

DO YOU QUALIFY - for an Honor­
ary Doctor of Divinity Degree? Write 
for details. -I. E. C., Box 252, Venice, 
Calif. 

SPIRITUAL JUSTICE TEACHINGS 
and Prayer Service information free, 
including free Prayer Formula and 
books list. - Thomas E. Wade, 458 
Arbor, Cleveland 8, Ohio. 

TRY TO LIVE forever physically. 
Instructions 25¢. LOO'Ilard Austin's 
Physicalism, De Soto, Iowa. 

EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN 
is the bi-monthly magazine whose 
aim is to bring you the latest and 
most interesting articles • in its 
field. If you wish to have it reach 
you by mail regularly, you can 
subscribe for it at $2.50 a year 
( six issues). Write HEAL TH 
KNOWLEDGE, 150 LAFAYETTE 
ST., NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 
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HEALTH & METAPHYSICAL 
BOOKS 

The Great Secret Of Count Salnt•G-ermain--Pror. 
Raymond Bern'lrd {Mimeographed). Photo, Etc. 

$3.00 
Why Do We Age-By Pror. Hilton Hotema (Mlm­
eo. Author nearly 90 years ot age--runs -i miles 
each morning). $2.50 
Live Longer-rrof. Hilton Hotema. Tho Result 
or 85 years of Living. $2.00 
Ancient Secret of Personal Power-Prof. Bilton 
Hotema. Mimeo. Ills. Cover. $2.00 
The Secret of Long Life-Or How to Live In Three 
Centuries, by Goddard Ezekiel Dodge Diamond 
(Lived 120 :rears) Photo. $2.00 
Arthritis, Rheumatism & Seiatlea-Drs. J. H. Til­
den, George Weger & V. Fleming (Medical Drs.). 
Enlarged edition. .50 
Zone Reflex-Diet. M.assage & RydrotheraPY, by 
W. E. Oaglish. Highly ills. with charts. Relieve 
Pain At Home. !S4.00 
Diabetes:• Its Causes And Treatment, by Dr. An-. 
drew Gold. .75 
Constipation-A ,New Reading On The Subject, 
J. H. Tilden. M.D. $1.00 
Mental Healing Made Easy, by ViUett.e H. White. 
(Mlmeo. I $2.00 
Private Vital Magnetic Power, HypnoU-sm, and 
ThOught•Reading, by Frank H. Randall. (Mlmco.) 

Astrel Projection (Modus Operamll), t,y ,Tohn :J~t~I~ 
Ps.D., D.D. iMlmco.l $2.00 
The Way Of Initiation, by Rudolph Steiner, J>h.D. 
(Mimeographed.) $2.00 
Music, Its Basis And Healing Value-Lionel Stei>­
blng. (Mlmco. I $5.00 
The Fasting Story, By Varl'ous Authors. Slowly 
the sclentific world ls being forced to acknowledge 
the tremendous therapeutic value or tasting in • all 
cases or sickness. This Is a compllalion from the 
best sources-from rare out-of-print books on this 
fascinating subject. Case history and day by 
day respiration, blood pn:ssure; pulse of a pa­
tient on a 30-day tasting (before and after the 
fast). Now a-rail able. (Printed) $1.50 
Fasting Story #2-R. G. Wilborn, D:C., Here­
ward Carrington, Ph.D., etc. A mirneograohed 
oompllatlon or various authors, diet after the fast, 

- A~ Be Your Own Doctor-The author dalms that tills 
book oontalns tried & tested experiments on Raw 
Food. scientific internal & external bathing. Fast­
ing & Constructive exercise, ba9C'd uoon the "Uni• 
ty or All Disease" and the equally unitorm rem­
edy. Ills. Printed. • $1.50 
The Esoteric Orders & Their Work, -E.Y Dion For­
tune. IMlm<o. I $2.00 
Invisible Helpen--C. W. Leadbeater. (Mimeo.). 

$1.50 
Ravalatte, The Rosicrucian's Story, by Paschal 
Beverly Randolph, ?tI.D. (Mimeoi:rn-phed)......Phil-
osophy. . $2.00 
GIANT 8'/, x II INTERESTING CATALOGUE on 
Oceultlsm Reprints, Rare Health Books Etc. 2So 

California residtints kindly add 4% Sales Tax.. 

HEAL TH RESEARCH 
MOKELUMNE HILL 16, CALIF. 

tically, but with the semantic re­
serve that further information 
may result in my later modify­
i n g or even oontradicting them 
entirely. 

I recall Fletcher Pratt's "On­
slaught From Rigel", which I 
first read in 1932, with oonsider­
able affection. 

The response has shown that 
you, the readers, appreciate the 
"preference coupon", and that 
many of you are more likely to 
let us know your feeling-s when 
it is present than when it is not. 
Since we want to make it as oon­
venient as possible for you to ex­
press your feelings about this 
magazine, we'll endeavor to see 
to it that the coupon is not omit­
ted again. 

Returns were too few fo num­
ber for me to give the u-sual 
breakdown of opinion regarding 
the August issue, but "Night­
mare Mansion"; the department 
by Fr. Holeler; the dream mater­
ial, "Creative Ability and the Re­
current Dream" and "Notes on 
the Inter-Lingua of Dreams"; 
"Animal ESP"; and the editorial, 
"Spiritual Speaking" seem to 
h a v e been particularly well re­
ceived. ( The order in which 
these are listed is not to be re­
garded as order of merit, as no 
tabulation of this nature oould 
be made.) 

We hope that you will let us 
know your feeling and opinions 
about the present issue. RAWL 



Conti:ng Next Issue 

One canfiot enter deeply into a consideratjon of th€! exact nature of the 

processes by which ESP faculties are exercized. .... The psychometric 

approach .... depends upon two premises: (1) That on every obiect an 

individual contacts during his life, he leaves an impression (2) Certain 

individuals have the capacity of picking up these impressions, and of 

interpreting them, even many years after the contact was made. 

DIAGNOSIS BY ESP 

by R. C. Connell, M.D., F.R.C.P. 

Reader's Preference Coupon 

(there's more space on tfte flip side) 

I liked the following items b~st in the February. issue: 

I did not care for the following items: 
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Coming Next Issue. 

What do these writings say? What is the supposed secret of the smoke 

clouds which are forever billowing upward in the old woodcuts of alchem­

ists' laboratories? The fundamental theory of alchemy, as stated in ancient 

writings, holds that all substances are composed of a single primitive 

matter, and that differences arise from the addition of various qualities. 

Thus, any metal - or any substance at all - could theoretically be 

reduced in the alchemist's laboratory to this basic primitive matt.er, and 

this in tum could be made into gold or silver by the addition, of the 

correct qualities. 

SOMETIRNG IN THE SMOKE 

by Edward D. Hoch 

Reader's Preference Coupon 

(there's more space on the flip side) 

I'd like to see articles· about: 

Mail this coupon to EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN, c/o Health 

Knowledge, Inc., 150 Lafayette Street, New York 13, New York. 

( or better still, write us a letter t) 
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Have You Missed Any 

of Our Previous Issues? 

Many readers ha11e written in to inq11ire if 

back issf,/es of EXPLORJNc; THE UN­

KNOWN are stt1l available. The answer 

is - right now, yes! But they're disappear­

ing fa.rt. 

See page 78 for a partial description of the contents 
of our earlier issues. 

·-----------------------------------------------HEALTH KNOWLEDGE 

150 Lafayette St., NYC 13 

Please send me the following issues of EXPLORING THE UN-

KNOWN. I am enclosing_ (50¢ per copy.) 

Jan. 1960 March 1960 June 1960 

Aug. 1960 Oct. 1960 Jan. 1961 

Apr. 1961 June 1961 Aug. 1961 

Oct. 1961 Dec. 1961 Feb. 1962 

Apr. 1962 June 1962 Aug. 1962 

Oct. -1962 Dec. 1962 

Naine •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••··•· 

Address ••••••••'•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .............. . 

City•••••••••••••• Zone ........ State•••~• ... •• .. •••••••••••• 
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ORDER THE SEXOLOGICAL BOOKS 
YOU WANT FROM THIS ORDER FORM 

Check off the books you ·have i::elected on the list below. Fill 
in coupon at bottom of page and send in entire page. (Add 

10% to total price for all Canadian· orders) 

UNSEEN ADVENTURES, By Geraldine Cummins 
(Adver,tisement on inside front cover. Price $3.00) .................... O 

FUNDAMENTALS OF YOGA, By Rammurti K.ishra, M.D. 
( Advertisement on page 6. Price $5.00) .................................... □ 

YOU LIVE AFTER DEATH, By Harold Sherman 
(Advertisement on -page 9. Price $3.00) ........................................ O 

THE JEWEL IN THE LOTUS, By Allen Edwaroes 
( Adventisement on page 56. Price $6.50) :................................... O 

SEXUAL SYMBOLISM, By R. ·P. Knight & T. Wri,ght 
(Advertisement on page 62. Price ·$7.50) .................................... O 

FORBIDDEN SEXUAL BEHAVIOR AND MORALITY 
by R. E. L. Masters (Advertisement on page 74. Price 9.50) O 

APHRODIS:IACS, By Alan Hull Walton 
(Advertisement-on page 119. Price $7.95) ................................ O 

THE COMPLETE PROPHECIE·S OF NOSTRADAMUS 
( Advertisement on inside back oover. Price $5.00) ....... ......... O 

---·---------------------~----------------------~ : I 
■ Health Knowledge, Inc. I i 150 Lafayette St. NYC 13. I 
••· I I have checked the books I want. Enclosed Is --- (Amt.) ' • 

i ' : ! Name •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••• , ; . 
I Address •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••..•••••••••••••• • • • • : • ~ i : City ••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • Zo11e . • • • • • • • • • • State • ••••••••••••• 

, ... , .• ~ ............... ~------- •.• , ............ ------------ ••• ! 
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LOOK INTO THE FUTURE! 

The Complete 

Prophecies of 

Nostradamus 
For three hundred years the Complete Prophecies of 

Nostradamus in a complete English edition has been one 
of the World's rarest and most wanted books. 

Whenever available, this amazing and inspirational work 
has fetched hundreds of Dollars. 

This present edition includes all of the original Old 
French Text, an exact literal English Translation and an 
interpretation and explanation of each and every one of 
the more than 1,000 Predictions extending unto the year 
3797 AD. 

Mr. Henry C. Roberts the editor has spent a lifetime of 
research in the occult and metaphysical basis of Clair­
veyance, Prophecy and Extra-sensory Perception and has 
used this work as daily working guide to look into the 
future. 
The Complete Prophecies of NOSTRADAMUS is priced 
at only $5.00 - order below 

HEALTH KNOWLEDGE 

150 Lafayette St., NYC 13 
Please send me the complete Prophecies of Nostradamus extending 
to year 3797 A.D. I enclose $5.00. 
NAME ........................................... , ........ . 
ADDRESS ................................................•• 
CITY .................. ZONE ..••••.. STATE ...•...•...•.•• 



ONLY one power controls your 
destiny-a strange force sleeping 
,in your mind. Awaken it! Com­
mand it to obey you ! Push 
obstacles aside and attain your 
fondest hopes and ideals. Let 
the Rosicrucians show you how . 
this can be done. 

Learn why many of history's 
great masters were Rosicrucians 
such as Leonardo de Vinci, Ben­
jamin Franklin,· Isaac Newton, 
Sir Francis Bacon, etc. Each of 
these men learned how to con­
trol their fate, to develop mind 
power, to attain success and 
happiness. The knowledge that 
helped these men of history is 
now helping thousands of think­
ing men and women throughout 
the world climb to new heights 
they, at one time, thought im­
possible. And they are no dif­
ferent than you ! 

SEND FOR FREE BOOK 

Why not discover for yourself how 
you can take advantage of this price­
less knowledge The Rosicrucians 
have preserved through the ages. 
If you are sincere in wanting greater 
success, security and happiness send 

. TODAY for the fascinating FREE 
book, "The Mastery of Life." There 
is no obligation and it may mean 
the turning point in your /if e, to­
ward achievements you've never be­
lieved possible. Why not do it 
NOW? Just address your request to: 
Scribe N.R.M. 

The ROSICRUCIANS CAMORC) 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 

(NOT a religious organization) 




