





the infinite lover 51

would all be in, with chaos reigning instead of
law* No doubt God cares for us in the only way
Infinite Wisdom can care—by being in us the
intelligence and life which enables us to act and
think as rational individuals, and thus finding
the joy that comes from loving and obeying the
eternal laws of the universe.

God cares for man and all creatures by being
dll good, and by providing for all without limit or
restriction and without partiality toward any
part of the creation. But He can only give to
any individual as that individual learns how to
use his mind to appropriate the boundless gifts
available to him. And this of course places upon
man the responsibility of working out his own
salvation and finding his own way. The manner
of doing this, while it involves very profound
mental laws, is nevertheless very simple in all
essentials*®

The process is one of mental contemplation of
the desired good. But it naturally follows, that
since a law underlies the process, one is privi
leged to contemplate the not-good, and so bring
that into his experience,

, There are people who are always thinking of
poverty and crime and the evils in the world,
and the result is that the evil overcomes them,
enters into their life and experience. Let such
a one cry to God ceaselessly for good, and so
long as he thinks evil, God will not interfere
with the working of the law, and evil will come
to him. But when he reverses his mental atti
tude, and begins steadily to contemplate the
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.compassionate, and loving Friend. And for the

‘has provided with beautiful and divine simplicity.

52 : " THE INFINITE LOVER |

good, and work, live and think the godd, then
the eternal law will work in him and through
him to bring it to pass in his life,

The universal Infinite Lover and Giver is as
impersonal as sunlight, and cares for all with
the impartiality of Law. But we, in our spiritual
yearnings, long for a God who cares in an
intimate, personal way, so that when needs arise,
or trouble comes, we shall feel and know a com-
panionship with and dependence on this tender,

satisfaction of this longing the Eternal Wisdom

We can only know God in the external world asi§
law—pitiless, absolute and unchanging law. But’
wonder of wonders, the Infinite Mind becomes £
individual mind within us. The Father is within
us, the most accessible place in the entire tmt-'
verse, here in our own hearts.

is the reahty of experience. This is the * clos

into which we can enter and shut the door of thé§
senses and commune with the Secret Presence, s
and be rewarded openly, with shining face and’

prattle is all formal worship and ritualistic
prayer compared to this sublime communion o£=-
the soul with the Father within,

The great mistake of theology has been
ascnbmg to the Infinite human attributes. T!
genius of Divine Science is in ascribing divine
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attributes to man. We are no longer puppets of
fate. We learn to use power that is infinite,
love that is limitless, intelligence that is allied
with Universal Mind, and is indeed one with it.
Instead of limiting the Infinite Lover to the nar-
row conception of human love, we enlarge our
ideal to the All-embracing Law which is perfect
in its government of the universe, and, because
it is Mind, is capable of absolutely perfect re-
sponse to the individual mind. And so, when
we come to see that the life in us is divine, and
- the soul within us is the very Father we had
hoped to find in the external world, we cease our
vain strivings for a “God who cares” as depicted
by ancieat theology and accept the simple fact
that the Father in us is our all-sufficient Guide
and Friend; not only a Comforter, but a pres~
ent help in every time of need.

Here are the tokens of one who is making
progress: He blames no one; he accuses none;
he speaks never of himself as being somewhat,
of knowing aught. When he is thwarted in any-
thing, he blames himself.—Powys.
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A Four Square Philosophy of Life

By Anuie S. Greenwood

PO HE, ultimate realization of life in its fulness
needs to rest on a firm foundation of four
basic concepts: The reality of God, man’s

participation in that same reality, his potential
power with which to plan a worthwhile life, and
his ability to bring those plans into actuality.
This must be the sum total of a truly dynamic
life—one which shall show forth and make
practical use of man’s divinity. Put into the
briefest wording, we may say: “God Is, I Am,
I Conceive, and I Express.” :

If we were to be asked how we know that God
Is we should have to respond from the up-
welling of a consciousness much too deep for
rationalization or cut-and-dried knowledge, We
intuitively know that God Is; and because this
wisdom comes to us by intuition it can never be
put into a statement that would satisfy the
doubting inquiry of him who does not want to
believe, who is looking for a tangible, unques-
tionable, concrete proof of a God (and hoping
that he will not find it.) Opening our hearts as
well as our minds to that deeper conviction of -
the “Is-ness” of God, we receive and are thrilled
through and through with a consciousness which,
though it cannot be described; is to us the perfect
proof of our assertion that there is 2 God. We *
know and we know that we know, absolutely -
regardless of the doubts or questions of any or
all. God Is; that is one side of the base on which
we stand.
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He to whom this intuitive realization has come
finds himself surrounded by unnumbered addi-
tional proofs of God’s being; there is ample
demonstration. In fact, such a man knows that
the entire universe is God-made-manifest. It is
the great Source-of-All integrating Himself in
His creation, Living in a concrete and tangible
world, man must realize that there could be no
result without a. cause and that the whole vast
array of creation, though it be beyond the com-
prehension of the finite mind, is but the lesser
phase, for the Spirit or Principle back of all
visible manifestation must surely exceed that
which is seen. The Unseen, the Power, the
Cause, must of necessity be greater than that
which It produces. Common sense, logic, reason,

.all proclaim it, but intuition alone—the very

mind of God thrilling through the inmost depths
of man—can bring the fullest conviction and
enable him to assert beyond the power of con-
tradiction, “God Is.”

. The second premise on which man rests in his

philosophy of life is that of his own reality. Of

his actuality no sane individual will question,
but to sense his reality calls for a deeper under-
standing. To be able to say with an appreciation
of his own divine nature, “I Am,” requires again

‘that sanction of the inmost self which is secured

only by the consciousness of the Source from
which he has sprung. Slowly, up through the
evolutionary processes, man has been pushed by
an unceasing inner urge which has never let him
rest until now in a state of self-recognition he
finds himself a creature of choice. What he now
becomes is a matter for his own determination,
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~ and that very fact proves his sonship. He has
arrived. Knowing his own potential divinity he
may choose to exercise it or he may remain in
the “far country,” trying to subsist on the husks.
The choice is his. Because he is a son, not an
hireling, he cannot be coerced. His choosing
may result in continued wandering, or it may
. bring him speedily back to receive the robe of
power and the ring of authority. Knowing that
“God Is,” and understanding his own right rela-
tionship, he establishes the second side of his
philosoephy and joyfully declares, “I Am!”

How futile it would be to come home to the
Father’s house, recognizing his own sonship,
unless he were to make use of his rightful pre-
rogatives! Naturally he begins to exercise his
rights. His future lies before him ; his surround-
ings need attention; the business of his Father's
estate, resting in ~his hands, requires the best he
can put into it in order that it be promoted. In-
cidentally, he sees that this is also the most
effective way in which to further his own inter-
ests. Opportunities, circumstances, privileges,
responsxbmtxes. all call to him with constant’
insistence; he must respond with his highest
intelligence if the business is to be managed
most successfully. He it is who must direct the
outcome. Having chosen to recognize his right-
ful position, there is no escape from its duties
- and joys. Nor does he wish to escape. Gladly,
eagerly, thankfully, he accepts the offices of
sonship and plans so that the affairs of his estate
shall be carried on efficiently. He rejoices to';
say, “The Father worketh hitherto, and I work,
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and he knows that the most important part of
the Father’s work has always been that of think-
ing, of directing, of creating plans for that which
is to be. Following in the footsteps of the Father,
he assumes this right and thus lays down the
third side of the base on which his whole career
is to rest, saying to himself, with a rich con-
sciousness of God-given authority, “I Conceive.”

Like a master builder, with the power which
careful planning always brings, he now lives into
concrete manifestation that which he has first
created within his own mind.  AIl that has
preceded has been subjective. It has been the

result of his own inner mental processes. Deep -

within his heart of hearts he has involved the
three concepts on which his conduct is to be
hased. That must now evolve into objectivity.
His acceptance of the intangible but convincing
. proof of the reality of God laid the first stone in
this structure on which his destiny rests. The
consciousness of his own inherent divinity was
the second; making use of his power to think out
that which he wished to see developed placed
the third, These processes all took place within
him and they prepared the way for the fourth,
the objective manifestation which substantiates
these three claims. This fourth side of the base
of life is Expression. By word and by deed he
shows that these three assumptions are correct
for he lives in such manner that those who con-
tact him cannot help knowing that he is standing
firm on the foundation he has built for himself.
It is not necessary for him to make any specific
claim to goodness. No attention need be called
to his righteousness. He assumes no- air of
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superiority over others. These are entirely un-
necessary, His very thoughts radiate in his
appearance} the beauty of his life shines through
with a glow that cannot be hidden. His actions
automatically bespeak what he is, and all who
come within the radius of his influence are con-
scious that he is living the Christed life. Whether
he say it or not, it is recognized that his four-
square platform for life is, “GOD IS, 1 AM, I

CONCEIVE, I EXPRESS.”

Every human being is alone in the core of the -
mind. Therefore leamn to love solitude. This
central core is a unifying force, an inner iden-
tity, the “I Am,” the driving energy, the mag-
netic nucleus of personality. The drifting gre- :
gariousness of so many human beings, imitating |
one another, admiring, desiring, envying, com-
peting, tormenting omne another, is simply an
attempt to escape this inherent loneliness.——

Powys.
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