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A SPIRIT SONG.

We are washed from the stains
Of these: mountains and_plains;
Weare clothed in a raiment of light,
In a Chariot of Love
We are drawn by a dove,
Which is Peace in its plumage of white.

PUBLIC HALL.

[For the Chariot.]
Nature.

BY JAMES FLAGLER.

“ But nature sure to vindicate her cause,
Avenges each transgression of her laws ;
Beware, rash man ! for every nice offense,
Shall meet in time a dreadful recompense.”

Science is truth. No truth, no science. Na-
ture is a divine revelation and always true,
from the everlasting past to the endless future.
She also possesses reason and comprehension—
knowB how, and does act by means to ends,
on the cause and effect principle, as can be
seen and read by all thinking and observing
persons throughout all her vast dominions,
transcending the mind and art of man. See
her in the in-organic world, formingand trans-
forming in her endless ways developing all va-
rieties of minerals, rocks and soils for ends of
use in her progressive wisdom. See her in the
vegetable kingdom adapting means to ends,
with a will, a purpose and a wisdom infinite.
On the same acre of ground you may see many
varieties of trees, flowers and fruits, all appa-
rently nourished by the same soil, air, water,
sun, electricity, &c. ; and yet each is true to
its kind, bringing forth its own peculiar bios-
Hom and ffeit. The sap of the peach contains
the elements of thé leaves, blossoms, fruit,
stone in the fruit, &c.; and so of all others
in the vegetable kingdom, showing mind, wis-
dom, thought and power beyond, all the com-
bined wisdom and art of all the ages and racés
of mankind since Adam. In the animal king-
dom nature is herself again in power and wis-
dom, confounding the mighty self-esteem of
man. The generation, growth and structure
of man, too wonderful for his conception,
nourished by blood formed from his food in a
way not to be.imitated in the chemistry of the
schools. She alone knows how the thing is
done and does it independent of the mind of
man. After the food has been swallowed, she
can make flesh, bones, hair, nails, &. When
a limb has been broken and properly set she
can deposit bony matter in the fracture and
heal the wound to perfection. She is all alive
to the best interest 0f the health of the body
with a super-human power and wisdom. Rea-
son and judgment was given to man to study
nature and to act in <ujnison with her benefi-
cent laws for his happiness. The neglect of
which is the cause of all his woes. Nature can
use her appropriate remedies for sickness in
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man and animals, as they do exist in proper
foods, roots, herbs and leaves. The proper
diet of mankind is to be found exclusively in
the vegetable kingdom. And the only medi-
cines needed are also to be found thero. Min-
erals are not admissible under any circumstan-
ces aB being natural for such purpose.

We have the testimony,of Biblical scholars
that for sixteen hundred years after Adam
mankind live(* upon vegetable diet, and that it
was the exclusive food appointed for the first
generations of men.

We have the testimony of distinguished an-
atomists in favor of a vegetable diet for man.
Linneus, the great naturalist, Baron Cuvier of
France, Prof. Lawrence and Sir Evard Home
and Thomas Bell, all distinguished anatomists,
give their testimony that the tgeth, and organ-
ization generally of man prove him to be nat-
urally a vegetable seed and fruit eater. The
early historians, both Baored and profane, all
agree that the first inhabitants subsisted on a
vegetable diet. And the writings in modern
times* of Sylvester Graham, Dr. Mussey, Dr.
Alcott, Dr. Trail and many others, all prove
conclusively that man by nature is a vegeta-
ble eating animal, and that his departure from
his natural diet is one of the many causes of
sickness and premature death.

Medicine for «disease should also come ex-
clusively from the vegetable kingdom. Pois-
ons are not medicines, nor foods andshould not
be used.

“ Lea(nI érom the birds what food the thickets
ield,
Lear¥1from the beasts the physic of the field.ll
“We must reject all poison” then,
In any shape they come,
Whether in food, of medicine,
Tobacco, or in rum.”

The flora of North America is astonishingly
rich in remedies, says Dr. Mitchell.

In 47th chap. 12th verse of Ezekiel, and in
the 22d chap, and 2d verse of Revelations, we
read that on the banks of ancient rivers grew
trees whose fruits were yielded every month
for meat, and the leaves thereof were for the
healing of the nations. Hyssop and water are
also scripture remedies for healing and cleans-
ing the bodies of sinful man.

The instincts of man and beast will lead them
to remedies when sick ; cats seek for catnip ;
dogs eat grass ; toads eat the plaintain leaf;
poisonous reptiles are said to resort to an an-
tidote in the woods when bitten.

Man did not begin to use mineral medicines
until the sixteenth century. The alchemists
were instrumental in introducing mineral pois-
ons in the healing art, and the chemists of mo-*
dern times have kept up the poisonous practice.
The mixture of the two like the mixture of an-
imal and vegetable diet are causes of untold
diseases and deaths. Nature is the only wise
and true physician. She would use proper
diet, pure water cold and warm, sun-light,rest,
sleep, cheerfulness, magnetism and harmless
vegetable medicines. Our reason and judg-
ment should act with her in her remedial e£
forts to-restore and maintain'health.

“ Use then such balms as have no: strife,
With nature and her laws of life,

With blood your hand do never stain,
Nor poison man to ease his pain.”

NUMBER 22.
HALL OF PEACE.

Boston Peace Convention.

In No. 20 we published a call for a Peace
Convention in Boston, and made some inquir-
ies in relation to those engaged in the move-
ment, betjig desirous of knowing whether they
were true men that could be relied on, or like
the old non-resistants and peace men who for-
sook the white banner of peace and followed
the bloody old war rag through the war. The
following and two other communications were
received in reply but too late for the last issue.

Bro. Hacker :—In your-February issue you
publish the call for this convention to be held
on the 14th and 15th of March ; and 1 am ncit
surprised that you query in regard to the
movement, and the persons connected there-
with.

Having attended the preliminary meetings,
and acted as one of the committee to issue the
call. 1 am confident of givibg you the desired
information ; and 1 believe that you, Brother,
and the readers <f your paper will “ aid on
the right by attending the meeting, or if ab-
sent, by giving the influence and power of
your earnest wish and “ God-speed.” | should
have but little faith in this movement, if it
were to follow the course of the American
Peace Society now in existence, which at its
last annual meeting, devoted its entire atten-
tion to an effort at justification of our late war.
How strange that a Peace Society should seek
to justify any war—dark and barbarous as all
wars are, and the very embodiment of our worst
conceptions of hell on earth—and this Society,
composed mostly of individuals who in solemn
mockery repeat that prayer ““Thy kingdom
come on earth I’ Are they honest? Would
they aid its coming? If so, then war to
them must be a heavenly state of society.
Truly such conceptions can only bfe in coinci-
dence with that popular theology which puts
the devil at the helm of the universe,and
makes God, goodness, and our great and pre-
cious human brotherhood obedient to his pow-
er. Alas! that those who think they have out-
grown the teachings of old theology, and think
that they believe in a kind and universal fa-
ther, whose power and will is to bless all the
children of earth life, alas! that they too,
should, by wicked war, curse their brothers'!

I trust that the society which is to be form-
ed will treat war asa crime’ agreat sin! and
a barbarism not to be extemporized with, but
abandoned as a power illigitimate to which we
can never rightfully resort.

Now, in regard to the men whose names are
affixed to the call as the sub-committee for
writing the address. The chairman has, | be-
lieve, always been a consistent friend of peace.
In public 1 heard him-enforce such principles
several times during the war, before large con-
gregations, and his practical life has made a
lasting impression in favor of peace and gen-
eral reform in many parts of the country.

I have before me a radical Peace Pamphlet
against the lawfulness of all war, and while
the war fever was at its highth, by thelirother



whose name is affixed to the call from Phila-
delphia. Joshua Blanchard of Boston is one
of the oldest and most uncompromising friends
of peace, and | understand separates from the
old society because of their subserviency to
the last war. Ezra A. Haywood of Princeton
is a young man, and a graduate, at the com-
mencement of the war from our Brown Uni-
versity ; while here, in opposition to the Col-
lege and the church, he stood bravely and al-
most alone among those with whom he w'as as-
sociated for the precepts of Jesus and Peace.
But | hope that this movement may be carried
forward by the masses of the people, whose
voices have not heretofore been beard.

We cannot expect much of political leaders
and the great men of the land, who in case of
war, sit quietly in homes of luxury, while
other men, poor in this world’s goods, but
rich and of inestimable value as our brothers,
must leave their cottage, their wife and their
children, and go forth in the interest of rich
men and rulers at ease,—to redden the soil with
their blood—to rend the air with shrieks of
misery unheard and unanswered, and to die
upon the gory field with the companionship of
those suffering the same anguish, with no eye
to look lovingly upon them—with no word of
cheer from mother, wife, sister or child—no
kind hand to raise them up, no light, no shel-
ter at night!

And yet these men are our brothers ; their
lives are all the world to them. Do they not
ijossess an inaleinable right to their own earth

ife? Then let them, the poor, despised peo-
ple assert the right ! and brand as a crime in-
famous and beyond their endurance the whole
war system which thus despoils them of their
God right to life.

Personally I am willing to identify myself
with and aid any movement which seeks the
entire abolition of the war system. All may
not be accomplished which we desire, but does
honeBt work for a good cause ever fail of pro-
curing results in the world ?

Yours for right, L. K. Goslin.

Remarks—In addition to the above, we
learn that Alfred Il. Love, the signer of the
call, of Philadelphia, conducted through the
war, as a sterling peace man. He separated
from his partner in business because he could
not conscientiously sell army goods, though
the pecuniary profit therein would have been
very great; and when drafted he would neith-
er go to the war, procure a substitute nor seek
release through the surgeon. Such men are
rare, and when they are found,their namesand
righteous deeds should be held up as examples
and lights to the world. If all working men
were thus firm in the principles of Peace dn
earth and good will to men, the miserable ru-
lers and demagogues who get up wars for oth-
er people to be slain, would have to do their

own fighting, and this would soon put an end
to strife.

Since writing the above we have found the
following report of the Peace Convention in
the Banner of Light.

PEACE CONVENTION.
Reported for the Banner of Light.

The Convention held in Boston the 14th and
15th inst., was temporarily organized by the
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choice of L. K. Joslin, of Providence, R.J.,
as President, and Dr. A. B. Child and Lysan-
der S. Richards, of Boston, as Secretaries.

Mr. Thos. Haskell, of Gloucester, gave his
experience in the Peace Cause. Had refused
to perform military duty fifty years ago.
Thought he was the oldest in the cause. Was
anxious to be present to give in his dying tes-
timony in favor of moral power as against
deadly force.

Mr. Ballou read sixteen Resolutions, which
held that all classes were subject to a supreme,
divine and moral law, and should trust in God.
The Resolutions were against the selfish spirit
that actuated men to hostility.

The following were elected permanent of-
ficers . President, Adin Ballou, of Hopedale;
Vice Presidents, E.Il. Heywood, of Princeton,
Margaret S. Bennett, of Gloucester, Dr. A.
B. Child, of Boston, and E. D. Draper, of
Hopedale, Mass. ; Secretaries, Lysander S.
Richards, of Boston, and Alfred H. Love, of
Philadelphia; Business Committee, Wm. S.
Heywood, of Scituate, Henry C. Wright, of
Boston, E. H. Heywood, of Princeton, L. K.
Joslin, of Providence, R. I., E. D. Draper, of
Hopedale, A. H. Love, of Philadelphia, and
Lauia Blivin, of Providence, R. I.

Adin Ballou took the chair, briefly address-
ed the Convention, and offered prayer.

Henry C. Wright offered a series of Reso-
lutions asserting that what was wrong to do
without a license from civil governments, was
wrong to do with one. And all laws that re-
quired allegiance to man and force should be
null and void. Governments could exist with-
out force, or else they should not exist at all.

Mr. E. H. Heywood also offered a series of
Resolutions, to the effect that the recent war
was wrong in principle and mistaken in poli-
cy, and better results could have been attain-
ed by other means. The negro should be en--
franchised, and the right of peaceable and hon-
orable secession from a community orfrom the
nation should be established.

B. J. Butts, of Hopedale, offered Resolu-
tions deprecating war, its usages and results ;
that the law of self-preservation was merely
animal; that the only moral law was self-ab-
negation ; and in fayor of unqualified peace.

The different Resolutions were referred to
the Business Committee.

Dr. A. B. Child addressed the Convention
stating that all national and civil warfare rests
on human law, all human law rests on the
righteousness of selfishness. Let this right-
eousness of selfishness cease, and there will be
no law—there will be no war.

L. K. Joslin, of Providence, R. l., made a
few remarks, taking a stand against the Amer-
ican Peace Society, and in favor of organizing
a movement against all resorts to deadly force.

E. 1l. Heywood spoke against organizations.
Does not see the necessity of a Constitution.
Wants freedom, and does not desire to bind
himself to any creed.

Whnj. S. Heywood, of Scituate, spoke in fa-
vor of an organization as to means and ends
providing there was sufficient unity ; if not
he thought it best to wait awhile.

Mrs. M. E. B. Albertson spoke against Con-
stitutions. Love was the highest principle
to act upon.

H. C. Wright addressed the Convention.
Man has no right to take human life under
any circumstances. Die, rather than kill, is
the watchword of our movement. Govern-
ment is the great obstacle to its adoption. It
is assumed that a government cannot exist ex-
cept on the princif)le that man may kill men
at discretion.  All governments assume power
to create and annul moral obligations, and to

use deadly force in carrying out its purposes.
Governments based upon such assumed princi-
ples, must lead to the desecration and degra-
dation of human beings. The only rightful
government is one in which God is the only
Sovereign, the only Judge, and the only Ex-
ecutive.

A. Il. Love referred to many instances where
Quakers had been true to their principles dur-
ing the war. Some had been drafted in the
rebel service. In one instance a conscript for
refusing to bear arms, was ordered to be Shot.
The men were commanded to stand off twenty
paces, and the conscript, turning his eyes
heavenward, said calmly, ““Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” At
the command *“ Fire! every musket dropped.
“ We cannot,” they cried, “ shoot that man.”
The officer's barbarity not allowing him to
rest here, he procured a spirited horse, and
after securing the conscript to the ground, his
orders were to drive the horse upon him ; but
the instincts of the animal being too high for
his master’s barbarism, he refused to tread
upon the form below, and the conscript was
finally released. Mr. Love spoke of his own
record during the war, and proved beyond a
doubt the practicability of his principles, from
having passed through some of the most se-
vere tests of the war.

John Toohey said that combativeness takes
many forms of expression. He is in favor of
trusting God and Providence. It was no ac-
cident that we had war. To whatever extent
men may condemn war, it is like many other
things we cannot help.

Adin Ballou spoke on his resolutions. We are
bound by one moral and divine law, and that
law is to love God and thy neighbor as thy-
self. Ifa man has a cancer, he must fight it;
the cancer is not a part of the man, ana ifyou
love the fellow you will fight it out of him.
He is for fighting and cutting off everything
in the man that is detrimental to himself. He
would not kill the slaveholders to get rid of
slavery, because you do not get rid of it there-
by. He would not burn a barn to get rid of
the rats. He is an aggressive man, but does
not hate. Would not inflict a punishment on
any one that he would not suffer himself.

The Committee on organization reported it
inexpedient to organize a society at present,
further than the appointment of a Treasurer,
and a business committee ofan indefinite num-
ber, to have charge of the publication, in pam-
phlet form, of the proceedings of this Conven-
tion, to arrange for the next meeting thereof
in Providence, R. 1., the 16th of May, 1866,
and transact such other business as may de-
volve upon it. The report was accepted.

The Business Committee were chosen, em-
bracing many prominent Peace friends in the
country, and J. P. Blanchard, of Boston, was
chosen to fill the office of Treasurer.

The resolutions of Adin Ballou and Henry
C. Wright were reported by the Business Com-
mittee, and adopted by the Convention.

E. H. Heywood spoke against the system of
having a Business Committee, especially on
resolutions. Believes in diversity of opinion,
and allowing the presentation of all resolutions
to the Convention direct.

Josiah  Warren addressed the meeting.
Where the responsibility is, there rests the
deciding power. He feels pleased that the
cause of Peace is left in such wise bands as the
leaders of this Convention.

Rev. Dr. Beckwith, Secretary of the Amer-
ican Peace Society, addressed the meeting on
the aims and purposes of that society, which
is simply the abolition of war ; the sole aim is
to do away with the custom of settling dis-



putes between nations by war. The late re-
bellion, the society considers, was-an internal
affair, not a war, and. with which they have
nothing to do. War between nations comes
within their province alone. It recognizes the
right of society to exist, believeB in civil gov-
ernment, and the right to enact laws and put
them in force. He does not believe in the in-
violability of human life.

H. C. Wright replied, speaking against the
practice of civil governments, and believed in
governing self before attempting to govern
others. He had all he could do to govern Il. O.
Wright, and thought that Dr. Beckwith would
find it the Bame with himself.

Samuel May, Jr<, wanted to correct a state-
ment concerning the Anti-Slavery Society.
That Society never identified itself with non-
resistant principles.

The Business Committee reported that a
Sub-Committee of three wqb appointed to pub-
lish in pamphlet form the proceedings of the
Convention.

All communications must be addressed to
the Secretary, Lysander S. Richards, Boston.

The Convention adjourned, to meet in Prov-
idence, R. I., on the 16th of May next, at ten
o’clock, A. M. :

There were some sterling men at this Con-
vention. The venerable, or Rt. Rev. Thomas
Haskell is a man who will long be remember-
ed as a friend and benefactor to his race. We
call him Right Reverend, not because he is a
priest, for he is not, but because his good
works through a long life have entitled him to
that honor. L. K. Joslin is another staunch
friend to his race ; so is E. H. Heywood, and
A. H. Love, all through the late war, stood as
firmly in the cause of peace as a rock in the
ocean. Butwhat is H. C. Wright? Years ago
he professed to be a non-resistant, but when
the war came, he took the absurd ground that
a non-resistant can be consistent in favoring
this war. He was replied to through the Boat,
and a copy was handed to him at the close of
his lecture in this city. He read it and told
his friend he would reply to it when he got to
Boston where , he would have time to do so ;
but it appears he has never had time to reply,
and now we find him out again in favor of
non-resistance—hope he is on the rock this
time. And what are we to think of Rev. Dr.
Beckwith and his Peace Society, who could
see no war in the late terrible slaughter? They
remind me of the Missionary Societies, who
take so much pains to proselyte foreign heath-
ens, while greater heathens are perishing at
their own doors? And finally, why was their
report made to a paper that took an active
part in the late war? Is there no peace organ
in the nation ? no paper that dared to be true
to God and humanity, to truth and righteous-

ness during the war?

We are glad this movement has commenced,
it will set thé people to thinking, and think-
ing prepares for action in the right direction.
But none need think ever to abolish war yet
save the government, for that is an impossibil-
ity. The whole force of political government
is derived from the sword. When people obey
the golden rule, political government and war
will pass away together, and neither of them

before.
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GOVERNMENT HALL.

Political Government, what is itP

An institution to Bupport a swarm of mis-
erable demagogues in luxury and comparative
ease under false pretenses.

It pretends to save your life from the mur-
derer, but not till after the murder is commit-
ted! It professes to save your house from the
torch of the incendiary, but actB only after the
house is consumed ! It profeBseB to save your
horse from the thief, but costs more than the
animal is worth and then does not save him.
And when the horse is stolen it costs more to
get him back than it would to purchase an-
other ! It pretends to collect your debts of
rogues or dishonest men, but costs more than
the debt, and even then your debtor is as like-
ly to get the case as you are! The Wiscon-
sin Legislature has considered a proposition
to abolish all laws for the collection of debts.
Elmore, the mover of the bill proceeded to re-
view the present system of collecting debts,—
said he :

“Itis all a humbug and a cheat, a matter
of technicalities and legal shuffling  Lawyers
give advice in order to obtain fees and encour-
age litigation. Judges make blunders and
mistakes. He had a little experience in law,
and that was rich. (Laughter.) He would
give a history of it. The speaker then related
how he had purchased a yoke of oxen about
fifteen years ago—paid fifty dollars for them—
a few days after, the son of the man of
whom he had bought the oxen, came to him
and said the oxen were his. He insisted
on having pay over again, and commenced
suit before a justice. The jury didn’t agree.
Finally, through the Basswood Justices of the
Peace, the case went against him. He ap-
pealed to the Circuit Court in Milwaukee.
There 1 lost again, and said to my lawyers, |
will give you ten dollars to quote Pennsylva-
nia law to Judge Miller, and get another new
trial ordered. (Great Laughter.) He took
the ten dollars and performed his duty.

u A new trial was then granted, and the
venue changed to Walworth County. Judge
Irwin was then the Judge. Any man who
wanted to gain a cause in his Court, had eith-
er to go hunting with him and let the Judge
claim all the game that was shot, or else pat
his dog. (Laughter.) 1 fed that dog crack-
ers. (Renewed laughter.) The case was de-
cided in my favor. When | heard the decis-
ion, | thought the dog had followed me about
long enough—I turned around and gave him
a kick. The yelp of the dog had hardly sub-
sided, ere | heard the Judge say, ‘ Mr. Clerk,
this judgment is set aside and a new trial
granted.” (Great Laughter.) Mr. Speaker,
that kick cost me $200! (Convulsive laugh-
ter.) You have no doubt seen a suit in a
Justice’s Court in the country. There istime
spent by jurors and hangers on, besides the
ill-feeling and dissensions caused by it. It is
all a cheat. The litigants had better sit down
and play a game of ‘ old sledge’ to decide the
case. It would be more sure to settle the dis-
pute.”

This is law ! this is political goverment! !
it is what this civilized, this enlightened, this
CHRISTIAN nation is looking to for protec-
tion! ! !

And let us look a little at the cost of thia

miserable institution falsely called government.

Senator Doolittle, in a late speech in Con-
gress upon the representation amendment,
stated that of the 1,600,000 males in the
South over twenty years of age, one-third per-
ished in the late war. That is, 533,000 paid
the forfeit of their lives. Mr. Doolittle Bays
further, that of the 4,000,000 of black popu-
lation, twenty-five per cent, was destroyed by
the same cause. This gives 1,000,000 men—
making of white and black loss the enormous
human sacrifice of 1,533,000. Then of north-
ern soldiers the loss is put at 500,000, which
swells the aggregate to a round 2,000,000 hu-
man beings slaughtered by the folly and mad-
ness of extreme men, who precipitated the
country into civil war.

So much for the cost in blood, to save the
life of this miserable government, without a
word about the men with one arm or one leg
or no arm or no leg, that are to be seen in
every town in the Union ! Not a word about
the pensions that must be paid them for life,
or about the widows and orphans of these
slaughtered men, suffering in want, notaword
about the vice and demoralization caused by
fhe war, or the thousands of millions of mo-
ney yet to be paid, and the untold amount of
property destroyed ; and all to save the life of
a worthless, inefficient imposition called gov-
ernment, when we might all be under the gov-
ernment: of the golden rule which would riot
require a farthing in money nor a drop of
blood to sustain it! Such are the fruits of
the humbug called government, and a tree
that produces so much evil fruit ought to be
cut down aud cast into the fire, and it will be
when the people get out from under thergovern-
ment of priests and demagogues and learn to
think and do for themselves.

Here is another scrap of government doings :

American, Carpets.—Tho folly of going a-
broad for a carpet for the House of Represen-
tatives has been fully illustrated during this
session to the expense of about seven thousand
dollars. The handsome velvet carpet purchas-
ed in England and placed on the floor of the
House in December, is already worn out, and
its place has been supplied by an American
manufacture.

Think of that ye poor demagogue ridden
tax payers ! While you are laboring in your
fields or shops through heat and cold, or
ploughing the ocean in storm and tempest al-
most suffering for the comforts of life, receiv-
ing but barely enough to keep soul and
body together, the government leeches and
scoundrels who have wheedled, deceived and
cheated you with their lies about their great
love for their country and the dear people, are
traveling over English velvet carpets, destroy-
ing seven thousand dollars worth in a month
or two, wnile many of your children are Buf-
fering for comfortable garments | But this is
government, and most of you belong to some
political party, and the leaders of the parties
believe in such a government because it gives
them their living, and so at their beck and

bidding you will throw up your caps and hoo-
rah for it, and denounce the persons and paperB



that are honestand friendly enough to try to
convince»you of the deception.
Here isanother scrap of government doings :

Mrs. Ould has been convicted at Richmond,
ip Virginia, of shooting R. H Meade, and lined
one cent and imprisoned one hour.

There U protection for you. One cent fine
and one hour imprisonment for shooting a
man, and this' protection from a government
that has just required the above amount of
bipod and treasure to save its own accursed
life 1

I have seen people imprisoned for what waB
termed contempts of court, but 1 wish I was
jp~ater of language that would fully convey
th©, amount of contempt due to such a court
a™d.th© government that sanctions and sus-
tains it.

Here is another item of government ex-
pense, :

It is»aid .that the war claims on loyal citi-
zens for damages to property, will amount to
two hundred millions of dollars |

Are you ready for the payment of that with
flour at $15 per barrel instead of $6, and all
other things proportionally high on account
of the government war?

And here is a scrap showing another phase
of governmental wisdom :—

Lydia Peacock, described as a blushing
maiden of 43, has obtained $3,000 damages
of Henry Snell, a brute of 77, for breach of
promise.

Vhat is this but punishing a man for not
marrying one whom he. could not love ? What
buta penalty for,not entering, into legalized
adultery, which has already caused the earth
to groan in misery ? Friends, open your eyeB,
look at the government and its doings, be no
longer deceived, and hug to your bosoms,the
coals thatrburn, the serpents that sting your
vitals. Think of your fathers, husbands, sons
and brothers slain, of the widows’ wails and
thé orphans’ woes, of the treasures wasted and
no good thing to show in return, and consider
whether it would not be wise to, let, such a
government go. to. destruction, while you turn
to the law and government of wisdom and love,

of justice and right.

WOMEN’S SALOON.

[For the Chariot.)
A Response to J. Flagler.

«Ji BY M4RY 1. J»* CUMMINGS*

** The matrimonial infelicity complained of
by Maty 1. P.*-Cummings, &c.”

Well, Mr. Flagler, it is not half enough
complained ofjiandyou will.allow me a word
in reply to your clause, which applies to my
complaints.

1 would like to see a fractional part of your
millions who rejoice in child-bearing. | think
that | have a limited sphere of observation
but among a large five hundred of female
acquaintances there are not more than three
who bare children from choice. | assert what
1 have had from their own truthful lips. Pro-

bably four hundred and seventy-five of these
have made passably good mothers ; a8 good as
circumstances would allow ; loving the inno-
cent children which they were forced to bear,
but which from choice they would not have
borne.

I do not fully endorse the theory of sensu-
alists marrying their likes ; itdoes well enough
all but the children which are born from such
affinitizing. In infancy even, the narrow, low
pinched proportions for the brain, and the
heavy, lower portion of the face testifying
what they will be. Again, that is.more easily
proposed than enacted, as the sensualist very
often masks his infernal disposition until sure
of his victim.

It does not necessarily follow that like pur-
suits beget happy marriages. To be sure,
that would be a pleasant item, no doubt, but
were perfect sympathy lacking in one particu-
lar pursuit or purpose, it does not entail, or
should not do so, lack of sympathy in the gen-
eral affairs and affections that go to make up
life. According to the theory of affinitizing
like with like, a vain, superficial dreamer
married to one similarly constituted would
make a lame couple in life. Perhaps it is as
well to counterpoise one nature with its oppo-
site as any way ; forjudging from zealous ob-
servation, love marriages end as unhappily as
mercenary ones. Not that it should be so,
but so itis. The trouble is, woman is won by
apparent affection, by loving words and kind
caresses. She is married, and these aré with-
drawn with the waning of the honeymoon;
She considers herself deceived and won under
false pretenses as she is, and she revolts against
the suffering without sympathy which she has
entailed upon herself, or has been seduced in-
to by false appearances.

“ Millions,” says Mr. Flagler, 11 rejoice in
bearing children.” Were such the case, (but
we have taken the liberty to doubt it,) more’s
the pity, unless a better, purer race could be
brought forth than is being cast out upon the
earth now. Itis not all to bring forth. There
is a greater, if possible, responsibility than
this ; a responsibility that reaches through
time into eternity.

One or two children in a family do very
well, but this begetting a ddzen or so of off-
spring, many of Which aré of such evil éom-
pound that their end can be seen from their
beginning, is a crime of the deepest, blackest
dye. These same women who have all this
suffering and slavery to endire, do not get
time for “ silent meditation” aS Mr. Flagler
recommends.

Finally, we will be charitable, so long as
Mr. Flagler does not know what he is talking
about, and never can know by experience,
more’s the pity ; for we expect man’s philoso-
phy on this subject to be of equal weight with
that of humanity in other respecta, trotting
nimbly off under a lion’s weight of other peo-
ple’s unseen, unfelt trials, and sinking crushed
under a feather's burden of their own. So, if
Mr. Flagler has a wife who is willing to be
crucified over and over for him, we hope he in
the least appreciates her work ; but if he has
not, will he allow the * thousands and mill-
ions” of women to speak for themselves in the
matter ? Considering myself the mouth-piece
of ninety per cent, of woman kind, I shall cry
aloud and spare not against the wrongs and
outrages which women have to endure.

The largest Oak in the world is in Dorset-
shire; England, which measures 65 feet in cir®
cumference.

Lillies .are natives of North America, China,
Germany, and'Liberia.

INVALID’S ROOM.

[Written\/V/ thefChariot.]
To my Friends.

Dear Friends of the Chariotl comeonpe
more, not in the fulness of strength and health)
but with the filtering, unsteady steps of an
invalid. | come, holding;out the. arms of. my
spirit in love, to you all; foras the tirecjlchild
turns to its mother's arms, so turns my soul,to
the source from whfeh it hasdrawn so much
of strength for its life-toild ; and 1 would glad-
ly bring you a portion of the joy and .peace
which was; given me in those weeks while |
waited at the golden gate;—Waited afad hoped
the loving Master would bid me enter in. But
gently and lovingly the angels lowered me
down to the earth and its duties and cares,
and bid me labor yet a little longer forth©
dear ones here. B/ight and glorious were the
shining ones who brought» me rich, ripe, clus-
ters of celestial fruit, and gave my thirsty
soul to drink of the fountain of eternal love;
Flowers were strewn afoudd iue, perfuming
the air*l breathed with their fragrancenot
such as wither and die, but the fadeless and
deathless ones that- bloOm only in the gard”ri
of heaven. Sweetest music thrilled my being,
until forgetting all paid and wfeariness, my
spirit rose above all earthly conditions, and
sang joyfully with the happy'choir. The ma-
terial body was wasted and worn by the rag-
ing, burning feter, btit the ills Ofthe flesh had
nolpower to hold the) spirit in thrall, and a
deeper, purer joy was-given me than was ever
mine in health.

Thus the angels ministered unto me ; while
the dear ones in martal form,—bound by th©
ties of kindred, and others scarcely less dear
in bonds of brother and sisterly love',—came,
and bending over my couch day and night,
brought around me the swéet and holy influ-
ences of their great love—ministering, not only

| to the wants of the body, but, helping to bear

the spirit up also. To those precious and tried
ones who came to me then, all were then will-
ing to bear my burdens if 1 might be spared ;
yet holding me to earth With'a grasp so firm
that the angels yielded me td them—to them 1
tender—not thanks only, but the devoted love
of my life. 1 gave up all my anticipations of
a reunion with the loved ones gone before* in
sadness and disappom”ment of spirit ; and for
atime it was hard'to’ feel that I must take
Up the burdens again which | had thought
were laid off fotever; yet now I knovr it was
ordered in wisdom and love; and in those
weeks | stored rich treasures of faith and hope
which memory will-Bring forth in coming
years to strengthen and bless me in every good
work of my life. And, dear friends, 1 would
bring you Bome of the golden gtains I gleaned,
1 would give you-,& portion of the love of God
that has blest and cheered ine.

Most of you, I trust, have a storehouse'of
your own filled with treasures which ““ neither



moth nor rust can”corriiptj”” andmeed not that
1 should give you ; but if there are any still
in darkness, | would, were 1 commissioned,
lead them into the clear sunlight, and beside
the still waters of truth, where their thirsty
souls might drink deep and grow strong, to
bless others.

I hope you will pardon me for giving you
so much of myseZf,—so little® it may be, of
interest to those who do not love me, but |
give these outlines of the happiest experience
of my life, hoping it may strengthen those
who doubt the power of our faith to sustain
us in the “ trying hour”—who regard it as
a beautiful theory, which can never be of
practical use when the change comes;—who
look forward to that time with fear and trem-
bling, because of the erroneous teachings of
false guides. To the Spiritualist the “ grim
monster” never comes—an angel opens the
gate and we joyfully enter in.

Yet earth-life is beautiful; it has not enter-
ed into our hearts to imagine how much joy
Wc might have here, if we would but subdue
each evil passion, and make our hearts fittem-
ples for the holy spirit to abide in. If we
were pure and Christ-like, we should not scorn
to labor for the smallest and lowest of earth’s
children, but by loving precept and pure ex-
ample strive to raise them up to true man and
womanhood. Such labor among those whom
Christ came to save will give us joy and peaco
in health, the sweet solace of loving hearts in
the hours of pain, and when called from earth-
life angels will welcome us, and clothe our glo-
rified spirits in the shining garments of im-

mortal life. Germaine.

CHILDREN’S ROOM.

Letters from the Little Folks.

VzneZaneZ, Feb, 20, 1866.

Dear Friend Hacker :—It is so very rainy
to-day that J did notgo to school, so I thought
I would write to you. Father and mother say
they have taken your paper about fifteen years,
arid would not know how to get along without
it. We used to live in Easton, Washington
Co., N. Y., but we moved down to Vineland a
year ago last November, and we like to live
here very much. We expect to have all the
strawberries, goosberries, blackberries, peach-
ed, pears and grapes that we can use this year,
and some to sell.

There is a school house near our place, but
our school was so large that they divided it.
There are a good many schools in the place ;
one they call Commercial School, kept by Pro-
fessor Stephens. We have got a Progressive
Lyceum here now. Woc have about one hun-
dred scholars. Andrew Jackson Davis and
his wife were at our meeting yesterday, and
ate going to be next Sunday. Warren Chase
and Dr. Ooonly were there too; Dr. Coonly
has bought here. We held our meeting .in our
new brick Hall yesterday for the first time ;
it is 60 by 75 feet" and will hold a good lot.
I wish the children that write to you could
live here and attend our Lyceum. 1 shall be
ten years old next May. '

Tuesday Morning.—It has cleared off and
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looks ed beautiful ; there is no frost in the
ground and the birds are singing, and it seems
like; May. Robbie Butler.

Well, Robbie, we arc glad you like youf
new hoirie, and hope you will realize all the
prosperity you anticipate. Am glad you hav'e
good schools, but to be plain and frank. 1 must
say for one, that | have no desire to see any
of those who write for the Chariot in Lyceums
in Vineland or any other place where children
march each one bearing a war flag, and where
they sing patriotic songs. Spiritualists ought
to be ashamed of such things, and would be if
their eyes were opened to the truth. After
they established such a Lyceum here I went
into it and told them of the impropriety of
such things—told them if they must have
banners, a green one with a white lamb on it,
a white one with a blue dove, &c., &c., would
seem much more fitting to their high profes-
sion than the blood striped war rag. | sug-
gested to them that if each child was permit-
ted to say what his banner should be, one
would choose the representation of a green
field with a plow or other implement of hus-
bandry; an other, a flag of water color with a
vessel, and so forth, and so ori, and the flags
would not only be a thousand times hand-
somer than the old monotonous war rag,
and inspiring peaceful suggestions, but they
would have an opportunity to discover by the
flag what trade, occupation or calling each
child had a taste for, which would serve as a
valuable hint in educating and preparing them
for business. But A. J. Davisand the war
flag are so much more popular that my coun-
sel Was not received. My views are still the
same, arid | had rather see a child rambling
the fields and learning wisdom from the herds,
flocks, birds and insects than marchingrto the
tune of Yankee Doodle With that despicable
war flag waving over his head. This is plain
talk I know, but as a million of lives have re-
cently been wasted in what is called the cause
of liberty, I suppose | have liberty to express
the honest and deep convictions of my soul.
Let the older persons who lead in this busi-
ness think of the above hints about banners.
Spiritualists, who profess' to hold communion
with good spirits, should of all people be the
first to shun everything of a military charac-
ter, and labor to cover the earth with peace
and love as the waters cover the sea. If1 were
entirely alone in thé above views, my convic-
tion on their correctness is sufficient to sustain
me, but I am not alone. 1 find the most spir-
itual minded generally agree with me.

March 7, 1866.

Friend Hacker—1 am a little girl, and
often thought I would write to you, but have
always felt a little timid about writing to you,
because | was afraid I could not write plain
enough. | am ten years old, and live in Co-
lumbiana, Ohio. | used to live in thé coun-
try, but now I live in a village. 1 go to school
‘all the time when there 8 school, but our

school is out now. My studies hav'e been Ge-
ography, Reading, Spelling, Arithmetic and
Mental Arithmetic, and | studied very hard,
and when | was examined in Arithmetic |
did all the sums in Division right, and then
Mr. Cammem said | might go up stairs, and
then a Friday afternoon we all went'up stairs,
and that was the last day of school'. My moth-
er was there that day, but my father was not
at home. There were 251 scholars there the
lasi day, and a great many visitors besides™ and
we could hardly find seats for the scholars and
the visitors too. The last day of the school'
we had fun. The school house has three rooms
in it, and' we have four teachers, all very good
ones too. | have a little sister eight years old,

and her name is Evaline. We have lots of fun
running and playing since school Was out. |

had a 6weet little brother and his name was

Willie, he was such a playful little fellow, it
seemed to me as though | could never paTtwith
him, but death came in our little group and

bore him to the spirit land ; but 1 think if |
am good | will mset him again.

Friend Hacker*L will send onédollar to you,
and in my next letter I will send you money
for your photograph. | have learned the “*New*
York Orphan” and spoke it in the literary
meeting, arid lové your paper very Well. Ma
and Pa 6énd their love to you and Mrsil Hrick-
er. Your little friend,

Ella ErWin.

Dear Mr' Hacker,—1 send my love to ydu.
My colt grows big and fat. The little Krioxis
so full of fun he jumps and kicks in his peri &s'
if he was crazy. Fred and | have two calves,
and are going to yoke them up and tame them.

Fred and | want to go to Jersey With yOu.
I am six and he is four. We could pick straw-
berries and eat them;

Bert J. Crosby.

Real “ chip of the old block,” Bert. Coltd,
horses and calves | 1 should think little Knot,
the $500 clolt, Would jump and kick io get
out where he could run. You must let him
out. Yes, you can pick strawberries and eat
them too, and | wish you were in Jersey where
the birds have been singing for w&eks past,
while it has been snowing and freezing here.
There is a snow-drift now, the 27th ofMarch,
three feet high near my window, arid sleighs'
are running, though a Week ago the ground
was bare. 1 can see large white gulls from my
window flying over the water, but no other
birds.

Hammonton, N. J., February 24, 1866.

Grand Pa Hacker :(—I wonder why you
don’t move to Jersey as you said you would?
There are lots of new settlers coming here now.
If you don’t come pretty soon, you will not'
know the place, for there are so many new
houses building. Mt. Byrnes is building a
nice large Hotel. People are coming here from
almost every northern State; They say they
are tired of living where there is so much srioW0
and cold weather, and where they cannot raise
nice fruit.

There is no frost in the ground, and theblue
birds are singing aB merrily as though winter
was entirely over'. The new settlers are busy!
grubbing and clearing their land, as busy as
bees in a clover field. We have no street cars
running, although our town has just been in-
corporated. We expected to have had a city
Chariot running here before this, but for some



reason it has not as yet come. We have a
newspaper printed here now, and our town is
becoming quite citified.

Vineland, and many other new towns are
springing up in New Jersey. Father saysthat
Vineland is quite a thriving and wide-awake
town, apd wishes them ail success in good
works. Yet he thinks they are rather too far
from Hammonton to ever become a first class
city. | am sure there is no place where peo-
ple are healthier or where they can raise nicer
strawberries, peaches, pearB, or grapes than
here. During the berry season last summer,
the people of this new town, loaded fyvo large
cars every day with strawberries and blackber-
ries. Only think! Twenty seven thousand
-dollars worth of strawberries and as many ol
blackberries! Father thinkB that it will re-
quire a whole train to carry the fruit to mar-
ket another year. Little girlsand boys can
earn lots of money picking berries here. Why,
I am a little girl only eight years old, and |
earned Beven dollars last summer picking straw-
berries.

We don’t need any one to tell big stories
about our place. All the favors the people
ask is, for every one to come and see the place,.
Our works speak for themselves. The beBt
proofis the eating of the fruitB of our soil.

We have lectures every Sunday, and there
has been a children’s lyceum organized here.
We have good schools, and expect to have a
graded school opened.here the present season.

To one and all, who are seeking new homes,
we say, pay Hammonton a visit before you buy.
By so doing you will find that truth is stranger
than fiction. Minnie S

Remarks—Grand Pa Hacker! Isn’t that
nice? 1 have found fathers, mothers, sisters,
brothers, nephews, and neices all over the
country among strangers, and now 1 am Grand
Pa, am 1? Well,l will not object to being
Grand Pa to you, if you will always behave as
well, and try to learn as fast as you did when
I was there.

I have not gone to Jersey because 1 have had

too much to do to get ready to go, but | am
still hoping to get there some time, and then
you'll see the Chariot a permanent institution
ifit has friends enough to keen it running.—
No, there is no need of telling big stories about
Hammonton, for the fruits can show what may
be done there. Those big melons, big clusters
ofripe, sweet, juicy grapes, and other things
in your garden told me the story, and ohe man
said that with four thousand population only
14 persons had died in four years. | want
you to write again, and tell me what you have
planted, and tell me when all are done plant-
ing.

Washington, lowa, March 27, 1866.

Friend Hacker : 1 thought | would write
to you a few lines. Father takes your paper
and | see other little girls’ letters and love to
read them. 1 hope I shall be able to Bee you
some time, for we intend to go to Hammonton
one of these days, and when you go, why then
1 can see you and have a good talk with you.
I am twelve years old. | have a little sister
two' years younger than myself, and a little
brother three years old. School begins next
Monday. 1 want to go and shall go if mother
does not need me at home. It is very cold to-
day the snow is most gone, | wish we were
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down to New Jersey now. Peas and Lettuce
are up down there. So a gentleman wrote to
his friend here who is going to move to Vine-
land. But | must bring my letter to a close.
If there is room in the Chariot for any more,
and you think it worth while I should like to
belong to the band. Mother and Father join
in sending love—give my love to Mrs. Hacker,
and keep a large share to yourself. Good bye.
Irene C. Woolley.

Yes, Irene, there is room for lots of you lit-
tle folks and when enough of you come at once
to fill the Chariot you shall have the whole of
it one trip. There is a man here that has a
long boat on runners, and when there is no
school and good sleighing, he takes in the lit-
tle boys and girls and gives them a ride for a
few coppers each, and T wish you could see
that boat when it is full, all so happy chatting
and laughing, and so many of them and cram-
ed together so thick you could not count them.
And what a nice time we will have in the
Chariot where there are little boys and girls
enough to fill it. Yes, we’ll have a fine time
in Jersey, among the delicious peacheB, grapes
and other good things.

Renselaerville, April 8, 1866.

Friend Hacker :—Thinking you would like
to hear from me I thought I would send you a
line. Itis Sunday and is snowing finellyK/. We
have had a few sunny days this past week which
seemed as ifsummer had come. | have amused
myself of late with tending my dear little broth-
er—he is a dear little treasure; we talk of call-
ing it Frank. 1 thought I would write and tell |
you so that the little girls in the Chariot could
rejoice with me. 1 read the little girls’ letters
with so much interest that I want to tell them
of my greatjoy. | have been to school every
day this past winter. 1 expect to go to school
this summer when 1 can be spared. Aboutone
week since there was a man in our place walk-
ed a rope about 250 feet in length, he was
dressed in white and had a yellow band around
his waiste, he sat saiior fashion ina chair on
the rope, he walked in a sack across the rope.
What do you think about it? There was lots
of people there and lots of fun. The folks are
all well and send their best wishes. 1 send my
love to all the little girls in the Chariot. | canit
think of any more to write, so good bye.

Mattie Winans.

If people slander you live it down.

The whole animal creation is represent-
ed in the human kind. The slanderer is the
pole-cat, that makes those with whom he comes
in contact smell as bad as himself. Disagree-
able animals; but when you are scented'by
them work away; it will wear off.

27™“Ifyou lose a friend that you cannot re-
gain, don’t sit down to cry about it, but go to
work earnestly to gain by a better life, two
other ones in the place of the one you have
lost. Let your motto be “Upward ahd On-
ward,” and you will find better friends than
those whom you lose.

Pedantry crams the head with learned lum-
bter, and takes out the brains to make room for
it.

Ladies of fashion starve their happiness to
feed their pride.

It iB easy to hide riches, but hard to conceal
poverty.

Thirteen men were hung in the different
States on Friday the 12th of January.

PREACHING ROOM.

Plain Sermons.
BY J. HACKED.

Selfishness.

We hear a great deal said against selfish-
ness, and in favor of crucifying it, destroying
it, &. We might just as rationally cry out
against fire, or water or steam or anything else
that has been bo useful to man. Fire isagreat
friend when we keep it in its place. We could
hardly live without its services; but if we set
our dwellings on fire, it then becomes our ene-
my, destroying all that comes within its reach.
Water is good in its place. No living thing
on earth could exist without it ; but if we sit
down on the beach and allow the tide to over-
whelm us, we are destroyed. So with steam
and every other blessing. We may make a
curBe of the best things, the highest gifts of
God by misusing them. Just so of selfishness.
If a man allows selfishness to take its own
course.like fire, water or steam, it may destroy
him. But if he controls his selfishness and
guides it in thé right direction it is a blessing
to him. A man may permit his selfishness to
guide him into the love of mohey so that all
his powers are absorbed therein. He has no
fixed plan about what heJs going to do with
his money after he gets it, but goes on hoard-
ing up by every means in his power either
honest or dishonest, until his entire thoughts
by day and by night, are all on getting mon-
ey. He buries himself in his counting room
or amid his merchandize year after year bo ab-
sorbed in his one idea, that he has no mind for
anything else. He has no love for his family,
no moreé sympathy with his wife and children
than though they were not his. He is almost
a stranger to them. His days are occupied by
business, and when he returns for food or
lodging, bis brain, is full of nioney plans, and
his pockets 6tuffed with papers in which to
learn of chances to make money. He isas
cold and forbidding in his family as an iceberg,
because the love of money has chased every
genial feeling from his soul. All his powers
are devoted to adding dollar to dollar, house
to house, ship to ship or farm to farm. Thus
he lives and thus he dies. As far as real en-
joyment is concerned he might as well have
been consumed by fireT drowned in water or
blown up by steam years ago. People seeing
how he has lived cry out against selfishneBB,
when the fault was not that he had selfishness
but that he did not control and direct itaright.
Could he have been taught when young as he
should have been, that money was a curse un-
less devoted to useful purposes, could he have
known as he ought to have been taught when
young, that one dollar spent for the comfort
and happiness of himself or family or any one

else, would yield him more true happiness
than a thousand hoarded up to benefit no one,
his selfishness would have been changed in the



right direction and would have become his
moving power in good works, shedding happi-
ness all around him, the Bame as it was the
moving power in hoarding wealth. It is not
the selfishness of men that does so much mis-
chief in the world, it is its misdirection. One
man permits his selfishness to lead him on
hoarding up money without any distinct idea as
to what he is to do with it, while another con-
trols and directs selfishness in the opposite di-
rection. He has learned that he can be hap-
pier in doing good to mankind with his money
than by hoarding it, so guides selfishness in
that direction. He is selfish—wants to be
happy and so does good that he may be
happy—nhe is guided in the right path by the
same selfishness that leads the other in the
wrong path.

Again, selfishness may be compared to a
horse. In his wild state he will trample you
under his hoofs and mangle you with his teeth.
Capture and mount him without bit or rein,
and lie dashes off with you into a pit or over a
precipice; but tame and guide him and he be-
comes your servant, carrying you in safety and
administering to youi* profit or pleasure. He
who is truly enlightened knows that no mortal
on earth can continue any considerable time
in perfect happiness so long as any other mor-
tal on earth is miserable ; for we are all spir-
itually united;—bound together by invisible
ties, and so long as any mortalsuffers, all must
feel that suffering in a greater or less degree
whether they know the cause of it or not, so
that selfishness will lead him who knows this,
to aim for the happiness of all others that he
himself may be happy. Here selfishness is
like the well-trained horse under bit and rein.
But he who is not aware that we are so united
by unseen ties that when one suffers all others
must share more or less of that suffering, goes
on to accumulate wealth by dishonest means,
causing others to suffer and himself sharing in
that suffering without knowing thecause. This
man is like one mounted on a horse without
a bridle and will be landed by his selfishness
in the ditch.

All our passions are, like selfishness, right
and proper. They are not to be destroyed,
but captured like the wild horse, and tamed
and educated, and controled and directed
aright; and then they minister to our pleas-
ure. In the bible we are informed that God
gave man dominion over the beasts, fowls and
fishes. We need not go outside of ourselves
to find all these. Our passions are like beasts,
fowls and fishes. When left to pursue their
own course they annoy and destroy ; butwhen
brought under the control and direction of
wisdom and love, they ail minister to our hap-
piness, and it has truly been said that ““ He
who ruleth himself, (or the beasts, fowls and
fishes within him,) is mightier than he who
ruleth a nation.”

Barley has been sowed with success 145
ﬁears after it was produced! Wheat may be

ept with the germinating principle for ages.
Seeds of different gr
having been buried in the earth a thousand
years.

A single Barley Corn in Paris produces 45
elms, containing 180,000 acorns of Barley!

The celebrated Botanist Bey, counted 32,000
seeds in the head of a poppy.

There are 360,000 seeds in the capsule of a
Tobacco Plant.

It is supposed by many Naturalists, that the
Elm Tree produces 530,000 seeds per year.

The largest flower in the world is three feet
in diameter.
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asses will vegetate alter

CHRISTIAN HALL.

A Word for Christianity.

Infidels, also many who call themselves Re-
formers, ¢Spiritualists, &c., are continually
charging Christianity with what it is not guilty
of, but condemns and reproves. They refer to
the ten thousand sins of the numerous relig-
ious sects and charge them all to Christianity,
crying, ““See how corrupt and corrupting Chris-
tianity isI” Now this Is not fair. Such people
may be honest and sincere, but if they are they
make a very great mistake, which ought to be
corrected.

Christianity derived its name from Christ,
and to know what true Christianity is and
what effects it would produce, we should look
to His precepts and examples, not to the do-
ings ot bigots, hypocrites and other deceivers
who choose to call themselves by his name,
though as different from him in spirit and prac-
tice as darkness is from light. Some point to
the late bloody war andcry “See what Chris-
tianity has done,” when the real iact is the
war came for want of Christianity  Christ
never slew a man, he never countenanced phys-
ical war, but always preached peace and good
will.  “Resist not evil but overcome evil with
good—If thine enemy hunger feed him—
“If any man suethee at law and take away
thy cloak, forbid him not to take thy coat also.”
Such were his teachings and his practices and
examples correspond therewith. He warred
not against men, but against errors that were
injuring men, his mission was not to destro
but to save. He would strip mjm of the ragged,
filthy garments of sin and clothe him with the
garments of salvation and righteousness. He
sent forth his disciples not with swords and
gunago destroy the body, but endowed with
wisdom, love and truth to purify and save the
soul. He never but once told his disciples to
take swords, and then it was to show the world
that he would not permit them te fight, even
for his own life, yet the priests of Baal have
dragged this in, to prove that he believed in
war, when itteaches directly the reverse. And
what scripture is there that these subtle men
have not wrested and twisted to favor their
own corrupt plans and abominable practices.

Christ and Christianity are no more account-
able for the doings of the bogus churches than
banks are for the bogus bills and coin which
rogues issue in their name. Money men do not
look at counterfeit bills to learn what a bank
is worth. They go to the bank itself for such
information, and no more should people go to
bogus churches to learn what Christianity is.
There is not a line in the New Testament to
prove that Christ approved of physical war, yet
In our late war ninety-nine hundredths of the
clergy and their dupes pretended that this was
a Christian war. and blasphemously prayed to
God and Christ to help them, and at the close
of the war some of the ecclesiastical councils
VOTED God thanks for his aid, though they
could not show or name the slightest particle
of proof that he aided them in any way ! Is
this solemn mockery to be charged to Chris-
tianity simply because it was done in its name,
when all the teachings of Christ were in direct
opposition to it? Nay, my friends, let God be
true though every man, even all the self-styled
and man-made divines are thereby proved to be
liars.

Now, friends, we ask you to stop these false
accusations against Christianity.  If you can
find evil in the precepts and practices of Christ,
be satisfied with charging that much to him,
but do not say that Christianity or Christ is

uilty of this, that or the other abomination

ecalse it is committed by men who, at the, thige and a bertf
same time that they call themselves Christians'

would crucil(;y the living Christ just asg
as the Jews did, if he was with them an
had the power to do so; and who do daily cruci

ladly

been tellin

gogues of Satan, and in the late war they have
proved the truth of our testimony, and now let
them go to their own place as Judas did after
he sold Christ, and no longer charge their sins
on him.

YOUNG WOMEN’S SALOON.

A Word More to the Girls.

Well, girls, have any of you taken the advice
I have given you in former numbers? Have
you put aside your hoops, cut off your long,
mopping, fettermgL skirts, donned pants and
got ready for work? If so look up and get
together jgmr tools for farming and gardening,
and be ready for action. It will be far more
healthy an ﬁleasant for you to work in field
and garden than in cellar kitchens, shops and
mills. If you can not make so much money
you will have more enjoyment, be much hap-

ier, and can raise enough to secure the com-

orts of life. Those of you who live near mar-
kets can_raise strawberries and other small
fruits which are very profitable; and those too
far from markets to do this, can raise something
else; All of you with tolerable health can sup-
port yourselves handsomely and lay up some-
thing besides if you will but try it in earnest.

Some years since | gave females advice like
this through the Boat, and one sensible girl of
seventeen years accepted it. Her first move-
ment was to dress herself so that she could get
about and have the free use of her limbs. Her
hoops, bustles and other traps and fetters were
cast off, she cut off her skirts just below the
knee and puton pants. She then enigaﬂed a
school for summer and went with her father to
the School Committee to be examined and get
a certificate. The Committee were pleased
with her attainments, had no doubt but she
would make a good teacher, but told her posi-
tively that she would not be permitted to teach
in that town unless she dressed in fashionable
style. She turned to her father and said, “|
will not be a slave; | will not teach a school,
but will go to farming.” Well, said he, ifthat
is your resolution I will aid you all 1 can. So
she went home and infused her independent
spirit into the minds of her mother and youn-
ger sisters, and they all went to work with a
will on the old fields while the father bought
more land. Two of the girls plowed eighty
acres that season, and in the spring the mother
with the aid of one girl, sowed sixty acres to
oats. They have tgone on steadily and are un-
der no necessity of marrying to secure a home.
They are capable of ma ir]f] homes for them-
selves. They can take wild colts and steers,
tame and break them to the harness or yoke,
hitch them to plow and cart and performall the
work on the farm, and yet are modest, lady-
like and refined in their manners. They have
improved their land, erected buildings, estab-
lished a Lyceum, and the last time I heard from
them they had a school where young men and
women studied together and paid their board
and schooling by working together in the fields
and shops.

When at Hammonton, N Jersey, | saw a lit-
tle woman with an acre of strawberry plants,
an acre of grape vines all tied up to stakes, and
a lot of sweet Potatoes aud garden vegetables,
all the work of her own hands, where one year
before the land was covered with a small growth
of pines and white and scrub oaks. She had
also dug holes and set posts for a fence in front
of her cot, and besides all this, she told me she
had earned many dollars by picking fruit for
her neighbors, and had just set out fifteen thou-
sand strawberry plants for a neighbor. Anoth-
er woman cleared over athousand dollars on
af strawbawsies; and in
one place | saw a little girl eleven years old who
was digging the last of fifty bushels of sweet

they potatoes that she had planted and hoed. I men-
" tion these things to encourage you to try. You

his spirit and EUt him to open shame. We havedo not know what you are capable of being or
t

e world more than forty years ! doing. You have been done up in hoops and

in public that modern churches are the syna-| fetters so long that you do not know how much

»



pleasure there is in bein?1 free and doing some-
thing for yourselves. Throw away your fool-
ish notions that the chief end of woman is to
secure a husband to maintain you, and go to
work for yourselves. No man that is worth
having will be willing to bind himself for life
to one fettered and hampered and incapable of
taking care of herself, so don’t play the fool any
longer but be alive and awake, dress so that
you can move, see that you are right, and then
go ahead.

CONDUCTOR’S OFFICE.

Letter Box.

Letters of Lillian Ching to his brethren in the
Island of Loo Choo; written during his resi-
dence in the United States,

U. S., Mount Prospect, 7th month, 1825.
My Dear Brethren

I have now been in the united States of
America more than five years, but neither time
nor distance has weaned my affections from my
country, rr&y brethren and my friends. They
are had in daily remembrance.  The people of
this country generally trace their origin to
Great Britain, and speak the English language,
which you. had opportunity to hear, when the
British ‘ships of war visited our Island. The
language is now familiar to me, and as | wish
to improve in writing it, 1 shall use it in my
letters to you,—not doubting that by this time
some of my countrymen understand it, and will
be able to interpret for others.

I shall say nothlnghof the geography of the
Unjted States; but shall endeavor to give you
some account of the character, the manners and
customs of this extraordinary people. As I
shall have strange things to relate which might
lead you to suspect me of such prejudices as
naturally arise from unkind or contemptuous
treatment, it may be proper for me in the out-
set, to assure you that | have been treated with
much hospitality during my residence in this
country. In many respects, I thint highly of
the Americans. They are far before the.people
of our Island as to general knowledge, and in
the arts and,sciences. But many of their opin-
ions and customs are shocking to me. I inay
in some things misjudge, and in others, I may
be misinformed; but I shall aim to be correct
in all 1 shall communicate to you respecting
them.

You will remember that the Britons, who
formerly sug)rised us by their warlike appear-
ance, called themselves Christians—a name
which was then but little understood by our
people. The inhabitants of these States have
assumed the same name; and | am told that it
is a name common to many nations of Europe,
and also of South America. By inquiry | have
learned that this name was not derived from a

place or country, as We derive Chinese from
China; but from a wonderful personage who
ApPeared in Palestine as a Divine Teacher, a
little more than 1800 years ago. As he was
called Jesus Christ, his disciples call themselves
Christians.

You will not soon forget what an unfavora-
ble opinion we formed of Christians, when the
Britons who visited our country explained to
us the purposes tor which their sl*ips were built
and the use of_g)eir uns. We very naturally
associated the idea of men-killers with the name
of Christians, for the Britons made us under-
stand that they were trained to the business oi
war and manslaughter, and that they deemed
this employmentJust and glorious. To a peo-
ple like ours, who were wholly ignorant of war
and fighting, and who had been educated to
live in fove and peace with all men, it could not
but be shocking to see such huge ships furnish-
ed with engines of death for the destruction of
mankind, and to see them manned with many
hundreds of people exulting in their profession
as warriors!  Atter my arrival iu this country,
I found that the Christians of these States had

not only their ships of war and men trained to
fight on the ocean, but that throughout the

country, the young men spend several days in
each year to learn to fight on the land. 1t is
supposed that more than a million of men are
thus trained every year. In the opinion of this
people, great glory is acquired by successful
deeds of manslaughter. Battles fought fift
years ago, in which many were slain, are still
celebrated in praise of the actors, to excite in
others what they call the martial spirit, and the
love of military ?Iory! I am also told that this
people in time of war, pray to their God to as-
sist them in destroying their fellow-men, and
such prayers are offered up in the name of
Jesus Christ, who is called their Mediator and
their Savior.

From such facts, it was very natural to infer
that the Christians regard their God and their
Mediator as beings who have great delight in
deeds of war and bloodshed—especially when
practiced on a large scale. | was therefore in-
duced to make some inquiry respecting the re-
ligion of this people. On mentioning the sub-
ject to some friends, | was referred to a book
called the Holy Bible, which they said would
give me a full account of Christianity. | was
also told that I should find the Christian reli-
gion far preferable to any other, as its tendency
Is to make men love one another, and to live in

eace. Howrto reconcile this with what | had
earned of the practice of Christians, | could
not understand. But having obtained the Sa-
cred Book, | resolved to examine it myself. |
found it to be divided into two parts or Testa-
ments—one is called the OId Testament, and
the other the New Testament.

I have already examined the Old Testament
It gives a concise account of ,the creation of
the world, and the fall of man; but a consider-

able part of this Testament is a history of events j

relating to a particular race of men, called He-
brews, Israelites, or Jews, to whom their God
had shewn special favors, and who are often
called his chosen people. Abraham their father,
and a considerable number of his posterity were,
I am inclined to think, good men; but the na-
tion as a people, were often reproved by their
God, as a rebellious and stiff-necked people.
They were like the Christians of modern times,
fond of war—a bloody-minded people. Like
Christians, too, they would fight and murder
one another, as the people of other tribes.

The Old Testament also contains many ex-
traordinary predictions of future events, some
of which are not yet accomplished. There is
a prediction, which is often repeated, of the
coming of an extraordinary prophet or messen-
ger among the Jews, who was to effect ?reat
changes in the world. The Christians affirm
that this wonder-working person was their
Christ or Messiah. But the same prophets who
foretold the apﬂearance of such a personage,
also predicted that under.his reign there would
be a time of universal peace, and that the na-
tions would learn war no more. Yet more than
eighteen centuries have elapsed since the birth
of Jesus Christ, and the time of peace has not
arrived. It is true, that the prophets did not
very distinctIK say jat what period of the Mes-
siah’s reign the state of peace would begin;
but 1800 years is along time to wait for the
fulfilment of such a prediction. Besides, it
seems reasonable to suppose, that the promised
peace will be, if it ever occurs, effected by the
instrumentality of the disciples of Christ, that,
by their pacific dispositions and conduct, they
will lead the way to universal peace. But there
is surely nothing in the present warring char-
acter of Christian nations, which affords an
encouragement that such a blessed period will
ever come. No people on earth are more ad-
dicted to war than Christians, who are at more
expense to “ learn war” and to be always ready
to fight.

Perhaps, however, the present nations of
Christendom are to exterminate one another
by their wars, and that in this way wars are to
cease. I£ this be the way that peace is to be
brought about, the present policy of Chris-
tian nations is well adapted to the end. They
indeed “learn war” and make preparations

for war, under the pretext that these are the
means of preserving peace. But with equal
consistenc}y, the people of a city might contin-
ually pile fuel upon Bve coals and employ the
bellows, to prevent a conflagration. So far as
I can learn, the Christians employ the satire
means for making war and for preserving
peace | By this | mean, that in both cases they
cultivate the spirit of war, praise the deeds of
war, and prepare for conflict!
[to be continued?|

Government Protection—In the
course of m){1 life 1 have paid some hundreds of
dollars, in the shape of tax bills, for what is
called government protection; not because |
had any faith in the pretended protection or
deliberately chose to make so foolish a bargain,
but because the money was taken by force; and
what protection | receive will appear from the
following. The day after the late solemn mock-
ery called Fast, which was appointed by the
same vile authority that has been butchering
men by thousands and hundreds of thousands,
to maintain a forced and disgusting Union,!
sat at my table writing in broad day light, when
a stone was hurled through the window at me,
passing over my head, striking the opposite
wall and bounded back to my chair. My head
and table were covered with thousands of pieces
of broken %Iass so severely was the missile
thrown. The person who committed this act
entered my yard, and after hurling the stone
fled, and in a moment was out of sight. This
is protection, is it? Had | been killed by the
stone, probably a court and other officials would
have received liberal pay for going through with'
the mockery of a trial and arguing on pardon-
|n(};1 the offender; but where 1s the protection ft
Who is safe? Every Eaper we take up give?
accounts of thefts, robberies, murders, rapes
and other crimes, and notwithstanding all the
expense of government these crimes are on the
increase, and ever will be until the government
is removed out of the way, and people look to
something better for protection. So long as
they trust to such a government their moral
and spiritual power will lie dormant;, and a9
the government can exist onlﬁl by violence, it
is continually demoralyzing the people by its
examples.

In January last five dollars were mail-
ed to me from a Western State, but the letter
never arrived, and though the postmaster saw
the money enclosed in the letter, no one is re-
sponsible. If the government receives extra
Bostage on a letter containg money it Will not

e responsible for it. 1fit would get out of the
way with its postal system, and allow express-
men to do the business, all would be safe. |
have sent hundreds of dollars by expressmen
without losing a farthing, and yesterday saW in
a paper that a Southern Express Qompany re-
cently paid $200,000 which was lost while in
their hands, by the blowing up of a steamer.
Had this large sum been in the government
mail bags not a copper of it would have been
paid. So much for a mockery so dearly paid
for, under the name of government!

WANTED.-A Boy 12 years old
wants a home in the country.

No man has ever measured the power of
kindness ; it is boundless.

Men often confess small faults in order to
insinuate that they have no great ones.

Truth is an invaluable gem, but it frequent-
ly requires much digging to get at it.

A man without money is poor, but a man
with nothing but money is still poorer.

The man who tears himself away from per-
nicious habits, performs a work of moral gran-

deur.



