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ANNOUNCEMNMENT

AAAAAAAAAAAN

THI1S magazine is devoted to the study, not only of the
Scriptures, but of natural law as it relates to the world and
its inhabitants

We hold that God is the Creator of all things, therefore,
all law of whatever name or nature or wherever active is the
law of God.

This opens a broad field of thought for this Journal, so that
whatever is of truth or usefulness to the people in general,
will be acceptable, without regard to where the truth is found,
and, of course, without regard to any church organization or
creed. Its effort will be to speak the truth, regardless of all
prejudice or preconceived ideas on the part of its readers.

We believe that the time of the harvest of the world is upon
us, and that the New Age is about to be ushered in, and there-
fore the time of unfoldment and revealment of all the mys-
teries that have shrouded many of the sayings of the Bible,
as well as the culmination and gathering up of all the riches
of thought and vitality that have been produced by the evo-
lutionary forces of the planet from its earliest history to the
present period.

Those who see this magazine for the first time will scarcely
be able to get anything like a comprehension of the general
object and import of the work it represents, for the work proba-
bly covers more ground, or in other words, it comprehends
more that is virtually new to the common faith of humanity
than most, if not all, other magazines. Because the subject
is 80 large, we have published a booklet that is intended for
those who approach the subject for the first time. The charac-
ter of this little book is exprest in its title, ¢‘Practical Methods
to Insure Success,”’ and it is sold by the Esoteric Publishing
Company for 25 cents a copy. It is in itself a very important
work, and will open the way for a higher and broader con-
ception of life, of God, and of the object of life.
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Co nofy God

BY H. E. BUTLER

(Reprinted from “‘The Esoteric’’ of -August 1897.)

“THi8 is life, that they might know thee, the only true God.”—John xvii. 3.

ROBABLY no verse in the Bible has been

more misapprehended by the profest be-

P g: liever and teacher than these words of

our Lord. Let us carefully analyze them.

“‘This is life eternal:’’ what do we under-

stand by eternal life? Nearly every church organization

has a different idea of the meaning of this term. In

considering this question, we must necessarily revert to

Adam’s transgression. Paul says that ‘‘death came by

sin,”’ and his statement that ‘‘as in Adam all die, even

so in Christ shall all be made alive,’’ raises an inquiry as

to the kind of death that came by Adam. It was, he

says, the kind of death that came upon all men as a con-

sequence of sin; but was it a spiritual death, or a phys-

ical death? It is obvious that if we know the kind of

death that befell Adam and his posterity, we will know
the kind of life that Jesus came to give.

When God pronounced the curse upon Adam, he said,
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‘“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground; for out of it thou wast taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.’’ (Gen.
iii. 19.) No one can construe the words ‘‘Till thou re-
turn unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,’’ to mean
a spiritual death; for if this curse were pronounced upon
the soul of man, then we are forced to conclude that
man is not immortal, as it would do away with all pun-
ishment after death, as well as with existence itself. In
such an event, we would be brought to the materialistic
conclusion of ancient Israel,—that the body is all there
is of man, and if there is a resurrection, it must neces-
sarily be that of the physical body.

It is, however, useless to build an argument upon an
emphatic statement such as is contained in the formula-
tion of this curse upon man (Gen. iii. 19); and its trans-
lation is undoubtedly a correct one, for both Jewish and
Christian Bibles give the same rendition of this verse.
So that we are not left in the dark as to the consequences
of Adam’s sin. There might be some question as to the
meaning of God’s words in Gen. ii. 17, in which he says,
“It the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die,” or ‘‘dying thou shalt die,”’ were it not that the form-
ation of the sentence past upon man puts beyond all pos-
sibility a misunderstanding of what it was to ‘‘die.”’

Let us now inquire into what the disciples of our Lord
understood by this life and this death of which he so
often spoke. Paul said, ‘‘As in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive”’ (I Cor. xv. 22). Here the
most learned of all the Bible teachers makes the em-
phatic statement, ‘‘Even so,’’ in the same manner, as all
died in Adam, shall all be made alive, have, or obtain
life, in Christ. If, therefore, Paul refers to the Adam to

“"whom God said ‘‘Thou.shalt return unto the ground,”’
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and if Adam’s death really meant dust returning to dust,
we can reach but one conclusion,—that the life which
came thru Christ is that of the physical body.

The general argument in support of the necessity of uni-
versal death is, that it is in accordance with natural law,
that men should die, and the fact that all men have died
is adduced as proof of this. Paul seems to confirm this
conviction when he says, ‘‘As by one man sin entered the
world, and death by sin; and so death past upon all men,
for that all have sinned;’’ but Paul was not ignorant of
the Scriptures which clearly state that Enoch and Elijah
escaped the penalty of physical death. Now, if they,
thru obedience, or holiness of life, escaped the death of
the body, certainly others may do the same, for God
never changes.

That Jesus died upon the cross and was laid in the grave,
that he arose again the third day and was taken bodily
from the world, seems to us intended to demonstrate that
the life of which he spoke was not merely a change of
consciousness, or a passing from the disapproval to the
approval of God, but that he had been teaching laws and
methods that would free man from sin and its conse-
quence,—the death and destruction of the physical body;
or, in other words, by his death, resurrection and asen-
sion, he demonstrated that it was in the order of creation
and the purpose of God that man be superior to the law
of sin and death; for our Lord said, ‘‘I have power to lay
it [my life] down, and I have power to take it again.’’
He manifested this power in his resurrection, and that it
was no mythical or ideal resurrection he put beyond ques-
tion when he said to his disciples, ‘‘Handle me and see;
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have’’
(Luke xxiv. 39).

The whole effort of our Lord, when here, seemed to
have been concentrated on the one object of bringing to
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man the knowledge that it is the purpose of his Father
to give his creatures power over life and death. No one
truth is more clearly taught and more emphasized by
the teachings of the Master and his disciples than this;
namely, that to be saved from the consequences of the
fall, or the curse of sin, is to be saved from the death
and corruption of the physical body.

Of course we concur with all Christians in the behef
that redemption from the consequences of sin means
more than the salvation of the physical body, for obedi-
ence to the doctrines that Jesus taught, and living the
true life that he lived, will waken the soul, the spiritual
nature, to a new and higher consciousness, and will also
give it—the soul, the spiritual man—power over all flesh,
as Jesus so emphatically said in the verse precedirg the
leading text of this article. This verse leads up to our
text in the following words: ‘‘As thou hast given him
[the Son] power over all flesh, that he should give eter-
nal life to as many as thou hast given Lim.’’ (John xvii.
2.) We find here an unmistakable statement that he had
power to give life, not to the soul, not to the spirit, but
to the ‘‘flesh.’’ v

This illuminates the true meaning of the great life ser-
mon in which Jesus says, ‘‘This isthe bread which com-
eth down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and
not die’’ (John vi. 50). Again, as if discerning that
some would question the duration of this promised life,
he adds, ‘‘I am the living bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for-
ever’”’ (verse 51). He says that man shall ‘‘not die,”’
that ‘‘he shall live forever,’’ that he has everlasting life.
Now, stop and think about these utterances: they assur-
edly do not admit of the commonly accepted idea of a
death and a resurrection; the EVERLASTING life of which
Jesus and his disciples so often spoke could not have been
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an intermittent one.

In verse 40 Jesus says, ‘‘And this is the will of him
that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and
believeth on him, may have everlastirg life: and I will
raise him up at the last day.’”’ He here speaks of another
class,—-a class that should be raised up at the last day.
This class, he said, ‘‘seeth the Son,”’—those who were
with him and saw him, lived in his time, and who also
believed on him,—they should be raised up and have
everlasting life. In reading this chapter, it is quite evi-
dent that thr2e classes are under consideration. The
Master clearly makes a distinction among his disciples as
to thoce who did, and who should, believe on him,—be
partakers of his gospel,—but who would not live the re-
generate life, these would be raised up at the last day.
He said to the apostles, ‘‘There be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of
man coming in his kingdom '’ (Matt. xvi. 28.) It is be-
lieved by many, and we are among the number, that the
beloved disciple still lives.

We think that we have made unquestionably clear to
our readers that it was physical death and physical life,
and that continuous, to which our text refers in the
words, ‘‘This is life eternal.”” We will now inquire into
what is meant by ‘‘knowing thee the only true God.”’
In the notable prayer in which these words occur Jesus
was speaking to God the Father, but in the great life
sermon (John vi.) hesaid to the people, that it was his
flesh that would give eternal life. St John tells us that
‘‘the Jews strove among themselves, saying, How can
this man give us his flesh to eat?”’ He also tells us that
even the disciples murmured at this saying, and that,
for their sakes, Jesus explains his meaning in these
words: ‘‘It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit,



6 BIBLE REVIEW April-May

and they are life’’ (verse 63); that is, it is the spirit that
gives life,—the flesh cannot give life, but is absolutely
dependent upon the spirit.

In the concluding sentence of this verse the Master
gives us the keys to a great mystery of which the Christ-
ian church seems to come nearer a solution than any
. other people; for its explanation of the soul is that it is
the thinking part of man, and Jesus here tells us that the
WORDS that he speaks are SPIRIT and life. He further
says that it is ‘‘the spirit that quickeneth,’’ that gives
life. Mind, then, is the only thing that can perpetuate
the life of the body, for all must admit that a man’s
words are the product of his mental action.

Jesus, having attained that conscious oneness with the
Father, was enabled to take of the transmuted life of
his flesh as a clothing for the Spirit of God, and to give it
to the people in his words, his thought form; therefore
the truth of the utterance, ‘‘The words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit and they are life.”’

We might multiply quotations from Genesis to Revela-
tion in support of this truth, but, for the present, will let
the bare statement of it suffice, and ask the reader to
turn his attention to that great body of people now be-
fore the world working under many different names, but
who may be summed up under the term ‘‘mental heal-
ers.”’ That they do heal thru the influence of their own
mind upon that of the patient, few deny; even physi-
cians admit that mental influence upon the patient is as
potent to heal as medicine.

The mental healer forms in his own mind the thought
intended to influence the patient, and has, therefore, what
he calls different treatments.for different diseases. This
formation of thought is ‘‘the word’’ which Jesus said was
the spirit of life. Now, if men and women in the imper-
fect state of those practising mental healing are able to
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create words that give life and health, we may form
some idea of the far-reaching power of the words of the
Master. '

Mental healers claim that they can perpetuate life in-
definitely, but the fact that they sicken and die, just as
other people, proves that something in their theories is
wrong or incomplete. Every man (or woman) living the
regenerate life finds, in his own experience, evidence of
what that error is. '

There are now in the world hundreds of people who
have experiences like this:—Thru the spirit of devotion
and a determined will, they succeed in retaining the seed
until they begin to feel a new life coursing thru their
veins, and producing in them a new mental and—shall
we not say 7—spirit consciousness, a new and higher con-
sciousness of the Spirit Cause of life. In the attitude of
mind thus obtained, they realize that, by the power of a
thought, a word, they can banish doubt, fear, melan-
choly, and disease. The consciousness that is born in
them is one of power to hold on to life as long as they
wish; in other words, it begins to take form as the faith
which Jesus said would remove mountains. But they
have not gone very far in this line of experience before
they have a loss of the seed, and with it there| invariably
comes a loss of that animating consciousness which has
permeated the entire being, and in its place, a conscious-
ness of death, of fear, of weakness, creeps over the en-
tire sensibilities: all their power to command conditions
has gone, and the consciousness of God and Spirit is also
gone. This experience proves beyond question—if any
thing can be proved, as absolute proof is only found in
experience—that the way of life is one, no other exists,
and that that way is in the life of regeneration.

‘“This is life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”’
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Every man and woman who is truly living the regenerate
life can say from experience, that no one has ever known
God, no one has ever had a correct idea of God, who has
not obtained it by living the regenerate life. Of course,
the knowledge of God spoken of in our text cannot be
obtained by simply living the regenerate life, if, by the
regenerate life we understand only the conservation of
the seed; but if they who dedicate, give, surrender, their
life to God the Spirit, conquer evil in themselves, having
no desire but to do the divine will, —if such live the re-
generate life wholly, they will have occasional glimpses,
or times of a consciousness of God; they will begin to
know what is meant by the words of the Revelation:
‘“They shall see his face: and his name shall be in their
foreheads.”” This knowledge—the knowledge of God—
does, indeed, not only give eternal life, but it also gives
the dominion, —the same powers over all flesh and all
earthly conditions that Jesus demonstrated to the world.

The words of our text and those of some of our lead-
ing ministers, whom we have heard say that they did not
want to ‘‘KNOw,’’ form a decided contrast. If there is
any meaning in these words of our Lord, there is no eter-
nal life without knowledge, and knowledge can only be
gained thru experience; therefore the immortality of the
body cannot come upon the earth until men and women
live the life requisite for obtaining a knowledge of God,
—a knowlege which only comes thru the regenerate life,
and a soul of absolute and perfect devotion.

Neither, in the present age and order of things—the
existing mental conditions of the people—can this knowl-
edge of God that gives the dominion, be obtained by is-
olated individuals. Only by the assembling together of
individuals who have reached certain ultimates in their
experience ean the dominion be gained. We know that
many, pointing to Christ and his powers, will dispute
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this proposition, but it must be remembered that there
existed among the people with whom he associated, a
common belief and confidence in the power of the mas-
ter, or magic power. This enabled him to hold the con-
sciousness of and use the powers that he possest. But
the apostle tells us that even he, when in Galilee where
he was well known, ‘‘could do no mighty works’’ because
of their unbelief; and, in his time, there was no unbelief
among the Israelites that, in the slightest degree, could
compare with the unbelief of the people of the present
day.

Not only does association with the people prevent the
neophyte from using these powers, but the mental sug-
gestions, poisonous emanations, condemnation, and all
the evil of the masses, render it impossible for him to
reach attainments beyond a certain degree. This organ-
ization, however, this gathering together, can only be of
those who have reached a point in their attainments
rendering it necessary.

Eternal life will never obtain in the world until a body
of people is gathered out from association with the mass-
es, and their lives are united with God; for with this
state of immortality comes the divine sonship, the domin-
ion, and the kingdom of God among men. Then let us
continue to work and to pray, ‘“Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”’

“NEARER than ties of blood,
Closer than husband and wife,
, - More ONE than mother and child,
/ Are they of the HOLY LIFE.”



@he Srieure of Prophetic Chronology

BY HENRY PROCTOR, F. R. S. L., M. R, A. 8.

science of prophetic chronology has of

te years fallen into disrepute because of

le many vital errors which its advocates

ave made. But it is because it is a real

sience and needs to be studied as such,
that the same allowance for a margin of errors ought to
be made as is made for any other branch of scientific
study. For what branch of science has not been revolu-
tionized during the past fifty years? And so it is with
prophetic chronology. It has only begun to be under-
stood during the last half of the century. The pioneer
student and exponent was H. Grattan Guinness, author
of “‘Light for the Last Days.”” He showed us that the
prophetic periods have many beginnings and many end-
ings, and that the disappointment of those who had dis-
covered one of these terminal dates, and thought it to
mark the end of the age, were not so completely wrong
as they appeared to be, for the event to which prophetic
chronology pointed for that year did really occur, tho
unobserved by either watcher or scoffer at the time of
fulfilment. The reason was that they did not understand
that ‘‘the consummation of the age,”’ is really a long pe-
riod, extending, as he points out, over at least 235 years,
during which the closing great events of the age should
occur. The 235 years consist of a historical margin of
160 years and an astronomical margin of 75 years. For
the various stages of the captivity of Israel and Judah
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occupied a period of 160 years. We must therefore
measure the Age or Dispensation at the close of which
we are living, not from any one year exclusively, but
from the era of 160 years (in length) and from its vari-
ous years of crises. The whole period of the Times of
the Gentiles, we now know, is 2520 years, and the epact
on this period, or difference between solar and lunar years,
is 75 years.* Thus there are a series of commencing
dates which give rise to a series of terminal ones, ex-
tending over an equal period.

The 160 years begin with the Era of Nabonassar B. C.
747 which date marks the rise of Babylon and extends to
the fall of Judah, the destruction of the Temple and the
capture of Zedekiah B. C. 587.

The whole of this period was occupied in the rise of
Babylon, and the falling of Israel and Judah. The most
critical date in the fall of Israel was in B. C. 723 when
Samaria was besieged by Shalmanezer, and the city fell
after a three years siege (B. C. 721), when the ten tribes
were carried captive to Assyria. The next critical date in
the captivity era is that of the invasion of Judea by Sen-
nacherib B. C. 713. We read that ‘‘in the fourteenth
year of Hezekiah did Sennacherib come up against all the
fenced cities of Judah and took them’’{ and the ruin of
Ephraim was accomplished by Esarhaddon (B. C. 676),
since which time there has never been any restoration of
Israel to Palestine, altho Judah was permitted to return
after the Babylonian captivity and to enjoy more than six
centuries of renewed national existence (B. C. 636-A. D.
70.)

The principal periods dealt with are the 2520, the 1260
and the 1335 years. The epact on 2520 is 756 years, on
1260 - 37 and one half years, and on 1335 - 40 years.

*A lunar year (measured by the moon) is 354 days.
A solar year (measured by the sun) is 3663 days. 111 Kings xviii. 13.
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Beginning therefore with the Era of Nabonassar B. C.
747, the 2530 years lunar end in 1699 A. D., in which
year by the peace of Carlowitz, Austria severed Hungary
and Sclavonia and Transylvania, and at the same time
the Sultans lost nearly half of their possessions in Eu-
rope, and the power of the Ottoman Empire was forever
broken.

The Seven Times Solar ends 75 years later, in 1774 A.
D., in which year crushing defeats were inflicted on
the Turkish armies, leading to the humiliating Peace of
Kainardje, which carried further the dismemberment of
the Turkish Empire, and this has been going on ever
since. The year 1774 also witnessed the accession of
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, who lost their lives and
crown in the French Revolution, which led to a series of
aggressive wars, upset every kingdom in Europe, de-
throned the Pope and five other monarchs, created eight
new ones, carried captive two Roman pontiffs, and incor-
porated Rome into the French Empire. Thus it was a
year of crises in the downfall of both phases of Modern
Babylon, the two great persecutors of the ‘‘Israel of
God.”” The French Revolution and the treaty of Kain-
ardje mark the full Solar commencement of the ‘‘Time
of the End.”’

The second commencing date is that of the first over-
throw of the ten tribes (B. C. 723) the year which wit-
nessed the siege of Samaria by Shalmanezer. This brings
us to A. D. 1798, and the establishment of the French
Directory which had for its object the destruction of the
Pontifical Government, and the driving of the Pope and his
cardinals from Rome. The French army under Berthier,
summoned the aged pope to surrender; on his refusal, he
was dragged from the altar, and the soldiers plundered
the Vatican in the presence of its owner, the temporal
power was declared abolished and the pope carried pris-
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oner to Tuscany. The churches, convents and palaces
were stript to the bare walls. For the time bezing the
papacy had become extinct. The Eternal City had no
longer prince or pontiff; its bishop was a dying captive in
a foreign land; and the decree was already announced
that no successor should be allowed in his place.

The third critical date in the captivity era is that of
the invasion of Sennacherib B. C. 713-708. The Seven
Times measured from this date bring us to the campaign
of the Eiropean prototype of Sennacherib, the modern
scourge and destroyer of nations, Napoleon Bonaparte,
whose awful and destructive wars between 1808 and 1812
A. D., terminated in a catastrophe not unlike that which
befell Sennacherib, by the loss of an army twice as nu-
merous among the snows of Russia.

Sennacherib’s ravages formed a marked stage in the fall
of Judah, which, tho spared at the time, never recovered
from the shock; and Napoleon’s campaigns were a most
marked stage in that course of events which is bringing
ahout the restoration of Judah and Israel in these days.
It was under the strain produced by these wars that the
naval pr>wer and vast colonial empire of Britain were
developed to their present marvelous expansion, while
the Latin nations lost ground in proportion.

The fourth initial date (B. C. 676) saw the completion
of the deportation of the ten tribes under Esarhaddon,
measured from this date 2520 lunar years reach to 1844
A. D., the 1260th year of the Hegira. the year which the
decree of religious toleration called Hatte Hamayoun was
wrung by the Christian powers of Europe from the Otto-
man Empire, which abolished for ever, the characteristic
and sanguinary practise of execution for the adoption of
Christianity by Moslems, or in other words, the Turkish
government was compelled to cease persecution un relig-
ious grounds. This decree was published on tle 21st of
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March 1844, the first of Nisan in the Jewish year, and
exactly 2300 years from the first of Nisan B. T. 457, the
date on which Ezra left Babylon, in compliance with the
decree of Artaxerxes, thus fulfilling the sanctuary cycle
of 2300 ‘‘evenings mornings.’’ (Dan. viii. 14.)

It will be seen from these examples that at all the va-
rious termini of the Seven Times both in lunar and in
solar years, some great event occurs which corresponds
with the event at the opening of each of these periods,
and that the Bible depicts the history of the world be-
forehand, at least in type and symbol. Thus the Great
Image of Daniel sets forth in cryptic symbol an epitome
of world-history from his time until the end of the age,
comprehending the whole period of Seven Times or 2520
years, which i3 also a great astronomical cycle, the epact
in which is exactly 75 years. History repeats itself in cy-
cles, and the prophetic student by the analogy of past ful-
filment, is well able to construct a chart of the future,
and to know beforehand the fate of individual nations.

B EF

Cruth

BY G. G.

HE fountains of the great deep of Destiny

are breaking up. Under the light of a

new Presence, uncertain history makes

instruction inadequate and learning devi-

ous. A maximum of divine unrest in the

heart of man, makes it possible to give knowledge before

unreceivable. No more can be given than is received.

The reception of a gift determines the gift, also the moral
reward to the giver.
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The soul of a man is absolutely ALL of a man. It in-
cludes his life, consciousness, spirit, form, mind, and
body. It is the subject of ALL that may be predicated
concerning him. The potentially divine I or ego is the
positive, directive, subjective individuality of the soul.
The human in time, self, or me is the directed, receptive,
objective personality of the soul. The soul is also the
microcosm of the universe, a portion of the All Soul, of
whom the cocsmos is an expression, of whom Nature is
the present personality.

We claim the privilege of this definition, provided that
all our affirmations are consistently based upon it. We
find no fault with those who differently define soul, pro-
vided their meanings of other psychological texms are in
harmony with their definition. ‘‘Words are but broken
light on the deeps of the unspoken.’’

Trath is in the soul as order is in tae cosmos. God,
The Great Spirit, The Volition of The All Soul, thru His
own medium or choice or Nature, builds and finishes the
animal body up to the estate of man; there leaving man
to take the initiative in carrying forward his own self-
conscious, evolutionary develorment.

But the siren of animal sense lures most men not to
improve upon Nature’s beginning; but to discredit her
evolutionary promise, the earth-fiat of God, man’s de-
signed presence in The All Soul, by limiting their effort
to the consistencies of evil, outgrown limitations, rather
than—by The Will of God, which is life itself—to break
the sense:limiting shell, and prove upon the promise and
claim of eternal life.

The consistencies of evil, of outclassed habit, of animal-
cells’ rule, are just as true as are the unlimited possibil-
ities and sureties of good. From above divine, we are
morally free to choose the defeat of evil or to WILL
the victory of good—thru The Eternal Name of infinite
meaning.
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And according to our effort, to our spiritual courage
and patience of overcoming, we are guided by conscience
which is the bond of truth between life and conscious-
ness, even as polarity is the proof of order in time and
space.

For life continually creates, proves itself in conscicus-
mess—The Absolute Intelligence. All real possessions of
the soul are of life in consciousness. Hence, the divine
saying: ‘‘I came that ye might have more abundant life.”
The coming of the Master, in meaning stript of its theo-
logical thesis, was and is indeed a messenger and a mes-
sage from God, a reinforcement of life to aid man in his
effort to conquer the lure and rule of the animal soul.

Truth is correct psychic relation. Order is the pattern,
the cosmic concretion of that relation. Conscienced
knowledge of this creative principle and the laws apper-
taining, constitute wisdom. The use or infilling of wis-
dom—the willed pure desire, the perfect choice—is love.
Love is to the soul what light is to the eye. Love is the
perfecting of life even as wisdom is the perfection of con-
sciousness. Wisdom is the container of love even as con-
sciousness is the all-container of life.

The soul understands itself thru the realization of the
spirit which is life in action—such action recording, reg-
istering in consciousness as form—even as mind knows
thru the experienced feeling of the body. (The physical
world is one thirteenth in ‘‘number’’ of the whole inter-
related, chromatic, spiritual earth-sphere. Buffers, so to
speak, fields of magnetic penetration lie between the
thirteen spiritual wholes. The first of these is commonly
known to the neophyte as the astral world.)

To know is to do. To dois to know. The rightly con-
scienced equilibrium, right relation of will and desire,
thru volition and choice is the ethical desideratum, the
alembroth. A general knowledge and practise of this
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central truth, the instruction to fit this keystone into the
foundation of the temple, would happily reduce the
swarm of penny in the slot moralists, by whose good in-
tentions the world has been afflicted from time immemo-
rial.

Desire should wholly contain will on the highest plane
of capability. When she plucks the forbidden fruit of a
lower plane, evil results. Will should control desire to
do. Then volition becomes concrete in correct choice.
Thus we know how to transmute that which life-lifts us
nearer to God the source of our being.. Thus, realizing
the real meaning of love, we put behind us the tempta-
tion to devolutionize, gaining happiness which is wis-
dom’s fruit and proof of love.

Be not deceived. ‘‘The greater includes the lesser.”’
Remember the saying of the Divine Master of men: ‘'l
am the way, the truth, and the life.”’ I am the Will, the
Intelligence, the Power of the Elohim to ‘‘make man in
our own image.’”’ The Elohim sustain the same sovereign
relation to the grand Solar Man, as the One hundred and
forty-four thousand, with their ‘‘garments’’ (bodies)
‘‘washt in the blood of the Lamb’’ (etherically purified
thru Aries) will sustain to the Earth-man. Now potential-
ly and partially, then actually and forever, ‘‘The greater
(sovereignty) includes the lesser.”” Then Thy Will and
kingdom 18 ‘‘in earth as in heaven.”” This is the promise,
the formula, the ultimate for our lively cooperation with
‘“‘just men made perfect’’ working with life, in harmony
with The Creative Will.

Truth is that which works. Order is the work. Mind
is the process. Body is the product. That which appears
or precedes, sustains and proves that which is hidden and
succeeds. Embodiment proves mind. Mind (‘‘as a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he’’) proves the work or eth-
ical status. The work or character proves the master
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builder of the temple of the living God.— Or the servant
destroyer, servant to the animal-cells’ stasis.

We livein time. We are conscious in space. Spirit
and form become cosmic in energy and substance. Mind
and body are cosmic in motion and matter. Motion or
matter, from the ‘‘solid’’ rock to the first rates of vibra-
tion below life itself, tends to sustain, and be permeated
and quickened by motion of higher rate and finer rhythm;
and in turn to penetrate and quicken, and be sustained
by motion of lower rate and coarser rhythm. Now,
whether a given thing or rate is matter o» motion, de-
pends upon whether it occupies the relationship of sus-
tainer or quickener. This is the order of the cosmos,
from the farthest, slowest activity in the Brahmic Breath
to the lightning silence (‘‘the still, small voice’’) of
life itself. Knowledge of the truth (materiality) of this
order, is determined by the life record in conscious-
ness, which is automatic in the soul’s embodiments.
The modus operandi of this determination is learned
by a study of the human emdodiment in its relation
to the cosmic elementals primal in the zodiac. All ex-
istence is an interrelated cosmic series of breathing,
patterned and manifested after The Greater Breath of
Brahm.

It is but little and exclusively known that the human
brain (both physical and spiritual) ¢s in fact and function
just as truly an organ of breathing as are the human
lungs. Even the digestive tract, which is almost entirely
physical, is in principle, such an organ, breathing in the
earthy components of the cosmic elementals or zodiacal
primates thru the medium of the planetary solution
known as water. The lungs breathe in the ‘‘waterized’’
components of the cosmic elementals or zodiacal primates
thru the medium of the planetary solution known as air.
The brain breathes in the aerated components of the ele-
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mental primates thru the medium of the solar solution
known as ether. The solar plexus, which is very partial-
ly.present in the physical body, breaths in the etherized
components of the elemental primates, thru a still high-
er spiritualized medium. There is a fourth plexus in
Capricorn, tho materially absent in the physical, acts on
the same principle as the three others. An attempt to
explain its relative activity and cosmic function would be
confusing within the scope of this article.

Right thought is to the mind what healthy feeling is to
the body. The brain breathes the ether (invisibly pene-
trating all ‘‘matter’’ below it) but registers only the
thought to feed the mind; somewhat as the lungs breathe
the air, using only the oxygen to feed (fire) the body; or
rather the blood which sustains about the same relation
to the body as the lymph does to the mind. The mind is
a body too. :

This article is all too brief, partial, and inadequate; yet
crowded with ideation, because less would be more in-
comprehensive. Its purpose is somewhat to point to a
study of the creative principle—and to be a much too un-
usual aid to regeneration.

e A%

Briefs
BY ENOCH PENN

Neofrofeopeig AVE I offended others in that which I did
3 s$ orsaid? To those who seek the good will
L 3 H s of the people this question goes deep
+ % enough. But to those who have entered
KPR  into covenant relations with God in sincere
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honesty, covenanting always to do his will, while they
should always be careful not to offend or to hurt, yet
the vital question with them should be, ‘‘Have I acted in
harmony with the Divine will?’’ In doing the Divine will
one often stirs up antagonisms, even as the teachings of
the Christ sometimes awakened into activity the evils in
the hearts of his hearers. Because of this we find that
we at times offend by doing right.

My body is not me, it is MINE. My body is a machine
acted upon and actuated by mental and vital currents,
or, in other words, by currents of mental and vital en-
ergy extraneous to self. While my body is not me, yet
it becomes me in so far as I identify myself with it.

As a child I tumbled about, "and fell, and bumped
against things, and hurt this body until there was fixt in
my childish consciousness as an almost unalterable belief
that this mass of flesh is me.

‘“The proper study of mankind is man.”” When man
becomes more interested in knowing himself than in pro-
viding unnecessary things to gratify the desires of self,
he will then observe carefully the processes going on in
his own body, and learn of causes and results. Only so
can self-knowledge be gained.

The few who have learned even but a little of the won-
ders of self, have attained to even a little of self-knowl-
edge, have been caused to wonder and have realized
somewhat of the thought in the mind of the inspired
writer when he wrote, ‘‘I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.”’ Men have examined the physical organism, and
have declaimed about its wonderful complexity and the
intricacy of its processes; but they have usually stopt
short of any perception of the wonders of the mind and
will.
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WHETHER we realize it or not yet deep in the hearts of
men is a thought and desire to be like their highest ideal
of manhood, to copy him, so to speak. And we remem-
ber that of him who is higher than our highest realiza-
tion, if not higher than our highest ideal, it is written
that his attitude of mind was exprest in the words, *‘I
come to do thy will, O God.”’

To the carnal mind the idea of being thus bound to do
the will of another seems like slavery; but to the one
who thru the regeneration can touch, as it were, but the
fringe of the Divine consciousness, it means a copartner-
ship of effort with the highest and holiest Intelligences
in the heavens.

THERE is an attitude of self-satisfaction, of being sat-
isfied that, ‘‘I am all right,”’ that prevents one from im-
proving. One who permits the attitude, ‘‘I am doing
right, and in the right way,’’ to possess self is in a con-
dition where hope of improvement is gone. In the mind
of the Mister seems to have been the thought of this con-
dition when- he ‘said, ‘‘I came not to call the righteous,
(those who can see no evil in themselves], but sinners
[those who can see the evils within], to repentance.”
- The faults in one’s personality are like the faults of a
worker. If a mechanic is in the habit of doing faulty
work, and refuses to see it as faulty, he will not attempt
to improve it; but if he sees his work as faulty, he will
tend voluntarily to make the effort to improve his work.
Therafore he is one who can be helped.

WHEN for any reason one person says to another, ‘‘You
habitually do so and so,”” the thing done being a fault,
it is very common for the one addrest to answer, ‘‘Well,
you d»> the same thing.’”’ This usually silences the speak-
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er. But if we seek to overcome our faults, to attain to
perfection, the fact that the one who attempts to show us
a fault in ourselves is equally guilty of that fault, should
not be to us an excuse for rejecting the proffered infor-
mation. If we analyze this answer, ‘““You do the same
thing,’’ we find that we are hiding behind his fault. The
true implication is that if you refuse to mend your fault
because your informant has the same fault, you are say-
ing in effect, ‘'If I am no worse than you, 1 am satisfied
with myself.”” This answer is more than inplied, it be-
comes a fact, that by refusing to reform because of the
imperfections of our informant, we actually set his im-
perfections as our standard of righteousness, a degree of
righteousness satisfactory to us.

THE interchange of thought between persons who are
living the regenerate life is a matter of more importance
than is generally realized. So important indeed is it that
the prophet, moved by the Spirit, wrote, ““Then they
that feared YAHVEH spake often one to another [of the
things of God, and of a Godly life]l: and YAHVEH heark-
ened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared YAHVEH, and
that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine,
saith YAHVEH of hosts, in the day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him.’’ So we perceive that in the eyes
of him with whom we have to do, our communications
one with another are matters of importance.

25



REGENERATION

BY ROSE E. LE DREUX

“THE last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”

WHY ape the brute creation?

Why perpetuate a race imperfect ?

Why not see God and the wonderful proximity
Of His emblazoned host?

Thousands on thousands come

To dwell with man,

To make with him their home.

Betimes, they know no race nor color, creeds mor climes,
All are his children dear,

And all His favor share.

The just and unjust lack not tenderest care.
Could we Regeneration know, could we transmute
The life to mind, and thus in time refute

The theory of “natural death”—

A phase of childlike race,

Striving for gain, and place, and power,

The transient baubles of an hour.

“The meat that perisheth,”

As squirrels in a wheel they run,

Ages on ages, sun upon rising sun,

But to arrive at death.

Take heart, ephemeral breath

Shall one day manhood know!

The tree of life must come to fruit;

Nor cast its blossoms evermore;

Nor waste its sap, slow nurtured by the Sun thru centur'es.
“Why will ye die?” said Christ,

Seeing our day, and all that went before

“Seek ye the ‘Door,”” “For he that seeketh findeth "
“Go in and out,” “all that he hath is mine”
“And I am His, and ye are mine;”

His name divine is in vou!

Claim it this hour, and turn the current upward;
Open thy sunlit wing, soar and sing!

Why be a lizard sunning on the sod ?

Joint-heir with Christ!—Immortal Son of God!
What will it be, when to our glad surprise

We see and krow our kindred of the skies?

No longer holden—by His blessed grace

We “rise and shine,” and greet Him face to face!
“‘He that defileth the Temple of God,

Him will God [eventually] destroy.”

(I Cor. xv. 26, 47, 51, 56.)



Splf- Justification

BY DINAH

Yrefeofeofe kI self-praise is half scandal, self-justifica-
> 3 #& tionisall scandal.”” There is much truth
5 l # in this saying. How human it is to justify
5 # self. We like to be thought well of, and
Mfsesfer  we like others to think well of us. It
pleases self to think well of self, but to blame self or to
accuse self of any misdemeanor hurts, it does not make
one feel pleasant and agreeable.

Self-justification is done in many ways. .Often one
justifies self by blaming others. For if one can shift
the responsibility somewhere else then one can go free.
But if we look carefully into our own natures, we shall
find that if we are very much hurt we are hurt thru
some weakness of our own natures.

Then again whatever we condemn in another that we
do ourselves. Probably of all the doctrines set forth by
the Christ this is the hardest for the neophyte to grasp.
We often hear it very glibly spoken of, but to see it with
the eye of the soul is another thing. Some are honest
enough to say, ‘‘Such and such a fault I hate, and it an-
noys me very much to come in contact with it in another,
but I cannot see that I do the same thing myself.”” True
this is usually the case, if it were not, one would be
ashamed to lay any blame on another, or to complain of
any fault in another, for thereby one would be disclosing
to one’s hearers that one had the same fault.

One reason that we cannot see that we have the same
faults that annoy us the most in another is the same fault
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manifesting itself differently in different natures. Thus
the fault of intemperance manifests on a diversity of
planes, and thru a diversity of natures. But if a person is
very much disturbed over theintemperance of another, he
may be sure that he is intemperate in some form himself.

As intemperance manifests in many different ways, so
this is true of all the evils of our natures. The same
evil will manifest one way in one nature, and in another
way in another nature.

“‘Self-justification is all scandal.”” Here is a paradox;
for one must necessarily justify or condemn self before
God; for every secret thought whether good or evil will
have to be given account of.

If the neophyte goes before God and seeks to know
whether his actions in any particular case are justifiable
or not, the ligat of the Spirit will show him. And if the
Spirit condemns, it does not condemn as the world does;
and if it justifies, it does not justify as the world justi-
fies. Indeed, the Spirit often justifies where all the
world condemns, and condemns where all the world justi-
fies. But in the justification that the Spirit gives there
is something beautiful, something that all the praise of
the world can not compare to—something in that, ‘‘Well
done thou good and faithful servant,’”’ something in
that, ‘‘This is my beloved son,’’ something, tho one had
the pen of a ‘‘ready writer,’’ yet one could not picture
it to another.

Again, if we go to the Spirit to be condemned or to be
justified and we are condemned, how different from the
condemnation of the world. The Spirit often says, ‘I
have somewhat against thee,’”’ but it also says, ‘‘Go and
sin no more.”” How different from the world is this.
The world often points the finger of scorn, or appoints
itself as a sort of keeper over the erring one lest he com-
mit error again; thus keeping before the eyes of the
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mind the error by untimely suggestion. But not so with
the Holy Spirit, it shows us what we must do to evercome
our particular fault, and usually only once, and sends us
aid and comfort while doing so. That Holy Spirit does
not suggest our weakness to us, but the opposite—bright
and beautiful thoughts, thoughts of love, thankfulness,
joyfulness, thoughts of a character so lofty that while
the mind holds them there is no room for error.

This justification before God can never be made by a
proud spirit. And if we feel humbled when we have
done wrong and are truly repentant then the Spirit has
full sway in our soul. On the other hand, if we are
justified, still we are humble, for we say with the Christ,
““The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.”’
So in either case there is left nothing but love for the
Father. Love for the Comforter, which is the Holy Spir-
it, which shall teach us all things. The Comforter is
the spirit of truth which shall teach us all things, for
after all it is only the truth that will ever make us free—
free from all error.

It is a serious thing to justify ourselves in a fault, if
we do, the fault grows stronger and stronger until at
last it blinds us, and then our progress ceases. How
many have found that after they have made some pro-
gress on the road, that they dare not do the things that
they did even a few months before? Why? Because
they are more in the light of the Spirit, and this light
shows them clearly when they have done wrong. For we
are commanded to ‘‘grieve not the holy Spirit of God
whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption.’’
And when we feel disposed to lay the blame of our
shortcomings on others in order to justify self, if we take
this admonition from Paul we shall do well, ‘‘Be ye kind
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”’



Immortality

BY ASAPH

TRIS corruptible [sensuous, limited, and pa-ticular] must pat on incorruption
[cease from sensuous impulses, vanity, anger, and love of self], and this mortal
[limited consciousness] must put on immortality [reach endless consciousness in
being in form and fuaction].—I Cor. xv. 563.

rfrofespee HE question of immortality has always been
5 ¥ an attractive thought to those individuals
L 3] T # who have in a measure acquired control
. # over the impulses of their animal nature,
KPP R therefore they have interrogated the
Sphynx, ‘*‘Why should a rational being cease from real-
izing self in thought, desire, will, and vital being, when
wisdom avers that the son of man is also the son of God?’’
To the masses, however, scattered over the face of the
earth, immortality is an unknown, an enigmatical proposi-
tion, for the greater part of the race worship their phys-
ical ancestors; and even among Christians, the believer
after death returns into the fold of his progenitor in the
psychic realm of the family. As illustrative of this we
find this significant passage in the Scripture, ‘‘gathered
to their fathers,”’ and this view is held thruout the Old
Testament, in the New Testament we find that the heav-
ens receive the soul of the departed, or the just ‘‘fall
asleep in Jesus;’’ namely, in that spirit which he taught
to his disciples.

It is a common observation, that the masses of Chris-
tians expect to meet and to recognize, after death, their
beloved sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, and friends in
what they are pleased to call ‘‘heaven,’’ without having
the slightest idea of what a heavenly state may consist.
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From this it is evident that the term ‘‘immortality’’ is
not a well-defined concept in the mind of the race, which
lives as yet in the externals, but it is understood only by
few individuals, who, having allied themselves to the
teachings of the LoRD, whose base is regeneration, know
that to be received in the heavens signifies to retain one’s
own consciousness in being in the world of thought, the
realm of desires, and will; and in the sphere of vital be-
ing without ceasing, which is forever.

“‘But unto the Son, he said, Thy throne, O God. is for-
ever, and ever.”” Please observe, that physical life
comes from a prior Jife, and man is, because his progen-
itor saw fit to reproduce his form; instigated by an im-
pulse arising in the creature, which was subjected to van-
ity in hopes, and for this we are thankful to him who so
arranged existence, that God speaking to man, says,
“Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee,’’ and
again, ‘‘I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me
a son;’’ but he who discovers himself is not under obli-
gations to continue to reproduce other forms or to dwell
with his desires in the region of sensuous delights, but
taking hold of his vital sex-powers, be what he wills to
be; namely, righteous.

Man'’s consciousness of self, as it is well known among
thinking people, begins in sensation; and this is true
because the nervous system is charged with a volatile
essence, evolved from those fluids which are contained
in the various glands composing the sex function, as
well as those ductless glands which are related either in
function or development with the circulatory system.
This volatile essence is the background of man’s sight;
the basis of his hearing, tasting and smelling, and those.
sensations which he knows as pleasure and pain. Those
plasmic elements contained in the fluids of life, having
an inherent motion, are not only the basis of physical life
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when employed in reproduction, but when transmuted or
dissolved thru the fires of the sex-nature, sustain man in
his every-day existence upon earth, and open his con-
sciousness into the realm of the unseen, or that psychic
world which teems with forms and intelligences, eternal-
ly seeking expression, thru the genital organs of every
kind of specie in their respective spheres of action upon
earth. Therefore the individual who has learned to con-
trol his sex nature, will of necessity open up into that
part of the psychic world with which he is in sympathy,
or rise into true spiritual being thru alliance with the
realm of God; but if man lacks self-control and is by
nature attached to the world of phenomena, living in
sensuous pleasures, seeking the acquisition of those riches
which perish as soon as acquired, he is offered when sick,
senile and feeble—by science so called—an artificial sup-
ply of animal substances aiming to restore the equilibrium
unbalanced in the physical structure by man’s ignorance
of the laws of his being, and such are drugged with ‘‘ox-
bile;”’ *‘prostate gland tabloids;’’ ‘‘testicular substances,”’
‘‘ovarian and mammalian gland preparations;’’ ete,
which give a tempory relief; and when he finally passes
into the unseen, he leaves the body with regrets because
he has lost the pleasures of life; and he is then swal-
lowed up by that sphere of psychic attraction to which
he was allied while in the fiesh.

That the knowledge of the importance of self-control
—meaning the control of the animal-sexual impulse, the
desire and thoughts in that direction—was known as far
back as history has any record, is attested by the tradi-
tions which circulated among the ancient Egyptians;
preserved also in the C.B.L. of the the Hebrew nation;
taught in the Elysian mysteries, and contained in the
secret cult of the early Christians.

The heavenly doctrine, how to reach life eternal in form
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and function in all ages, has been profaned by those
who when initiated into its symbolism turned its spirit-
ual significance into base sensuous practises; because be-
ing blind or subject to the lower powers, they rushed in
where angels fear to tread, and were consumed by the
strange fire.

Please observe: consciousness of self, or rather, man’s
identity by which he distinguishes self from other forms
like his own, man acquires by degrees thru the events of
his life, thru ideals put into practise, and the experi-
ences derived therefrom. Now a profane person is an
ignorant and uncultured individual who brings every ex-
alted idea to the level of his brutish nature, which never
call for the restraint of that which gives pleasure to the
diminutive structure, with whose sensation that person
is one; and yet such people parade their occult knowl-
edge as the true goal of life; consequently their teach-
ings do harm, and every religion, cult, ism, and new
thought science, Caristianity included, avoid assiduously
the consideration of sex-control, seeking to reach perfec-
tion—enigmatically exprest-—after the dissolution of the
body, thru affirmations of virtues they do not possess
while living, and thru a denial of the evils which live in
their flesh. '

On the other hand, the true disciple of the Lord who
establishes his identity by following the footsteps of
the Master, conquers all allurements of sensuous
pleasure, appetite, and even sleep; he is insensible to
success, failure, and the indignities he is so sure to meet
in life. His will is directed, day and night, by one
thought and served by his entire physical nature; and
all his organic structure is submissive to his will, and his
senses share in his work; for the true priest of God is
never idle in seeking to serve the Spirit of God, where
ever and whenever an opportunity presents itself to
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speak of the way of life. He is therefore a builder, a
true Mason, for the structure which he prepares is a
vital, living, organic body, which as a son, he conse-
crates to his Father, ‘‘Wherefore, when he cometh into
the world he saith, Sacrifice and offerings, [such as bulls,
calves, goats, cathedrals and wealth] thou wonldest not,
but a body hast thou prepared me. . . . . Lo, I
come to do thy will, 0 God. . . . . He taketh away
the first that he may establish the second.”

The first step, therefore, which is a preliminary in the
direction of immortality, is intimately connected with
self-control, meaning that man must govern his vital
structure with an inflexible will, and in the full and abso-
lute sense. Vitality being the foundation of conscious-
ness—for it is in the body where the soul thru sensation
discovers self—is the most precious element employed in
man’s journey towards life eternal; for death, as sessation
of conscious being, occurs thru sin, or sex-generation and
lust, which separates from Spirit and Life, this vital en-
ergy is the vivifying force descending into plasmic mat-
ter, seeking recognition, so as to sustain man’s structure
forever; yet this is not sufficient, for the student of the
secret way must realize that immortality for the individ-
ual alone is an iridescent dream, never to be realized.
To retain one’s own conscious being thru time eternal in
use and service, in form and function, man must work
for the establishing of a social structure functioning as
One Man, in this only can he exist thruout the ages.

Biologically speaking, life comes to the individual with
renewed energy and spiritual illumination at certain in-
tervals from month to month. If then, ten, a hundred,
or a thousand, individuals living the regenerate life in a
community, become the custodians of the Spiritual influx
of the Intelligence governing that function, it is plain
that a much more tremendous force, not only from a vi-
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tal point of view, but also from an intellectual and spir-
itual standpoint, will descend into the socialized body,
than would be the case if these individuals—as they are
scattered to-day—were living separate among unbeliev-
ers where they are subjected to the dark, psychic forces
which weaken man’s resolution in more than one way;
for it is only the exceptionally strong who can while
among the people successfully withstand the demons of
the psychic world.

From what has been said, it is clear that immortality
in form and function, as a natural inheritance of the
people of GOD possessing a spiritual breath, will be real-
ized only when the body of the LORD will be born again,
not as a single person, but as a society of people spoken
of by St. John, as the hundred and forty-four thousand,
redeemed from the body of the planetary man, and thru
whom the earth will be liberated from the curse of death.

‘I am Alpha and Omega, the begmmng and the end,
the first and the last.”’

%

SERENITY

BY LURA BROWER

UNMOVED by joys or sorrows ye must be,
O soul, that yearneth for the highest gond,
Must ever keep a sweet serenity;
Heedless when by the world misunderstood!

. Thus only shall ye come to bide with me
Upon the Heights of Being where is Light,
That Light which never shone on land or sea
And yet illumines with its radiance. white.
Moved by the changing things of time and tide,
By sorrow plunged into the depths of woe,
Or raised by Joy, when she her arms open wide
To a false heaven, the soul can never know
What the Immortals know of changeless bliss,
Waked to their inmost centers by Love's kiss.



Spiritual Guidance
BY H. E. BUTLER

(Reprinted from ‘“The Esoteric’’ of February 1898.)

“l wiLt, instruct thee and I will teach thee concerning the way which thou
oughtest to go: I will counsel thee with my eye.
“Be ye not like the hurse, or like the mule, who hath no understanding.”—Psalm

xxxii. 8,9. (Leeser’s Translati n.)

HE matter of spiritual guidance is one that
is fraught with more importance than al.
most any other thought found in the Secrip-
tures; it is a subject of most vital interest
to every soul seeking unity with Divinity,

the highest goal of attainment. There are many by-

ways leading toward this point, which are well-trodden
by multitudes. Here many good, honest souls have been
mislead and have fallen into fatal errors. The Christian
ministry have osberved the errors that have gathered
around this question of spiritual guidance, but, in so far
as we know, they have never been able to point out the
true way. We see in it the vestibule leading to the high-
way referred to by Isaiah, called the ‘‘Way of Holiness.’’

Our text has been chosen from Rabbi Leeser’s transla-
tion, because the thought is more clearly brought out
than in King James’ version, which reads as follows: ‘‘I
will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. Beyenot as
the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding:
whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle.”’

To those who will use their understanding, the whole
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subject is clearly presented in the words, ‘‘I will instruct
thee and teach thee in the way.’’ The teachings of
Jesus furnish a commentary upon this promise: ‘I call
you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but I have called you friends.”” Here the
Lord plainly shows us that those who are guided by the
Spirit of God are not guided blindly and commanded to
do this or that without knowing the wHY. We know that
we would not expect a friend who is working with us, or
who is about to ehgage in any enterprise with us, to give
his time and efforts indefinitely without good and suffi-
cient reasons for doing so. On the contrary, we would
expect to explain the whole plan of operation to him and
to point out all the advantages to be gained in the accom-
plishment of the objects set before us. Not only so, but
it would be necessary to convince him that the idea was
a practical as well as an advantageous one. Such a set-
ting forth of objects, methods and ultimates, would in
- itself be the guidance of his intelligence.

After we had thus imparted the whole plan to him, we
would expect that we or any one else would be unable
to convince him that the project was not a good and
feasible one. How often it occurs that a man wishes an-
other to engage with him in some enterprise, and the
party, after having been thoroly instructed in the meth-
ods of operation, thru selfishness and dishonesty, starts
out independently with the undertaking! How glad
would be the one with whom the enterprise had its in-
ception to convince him that the whole scheme was an
impracticable one! He may send emissaries to dissuade
his faithless friend, but they will be met by the assertion,
“I know the plan is all right and will succeed; it makes no
difference what any one may say. It is simply a matter
of ordinary intelligence to know that what I say is true.”’
‘“‘But,”’ says one, ‘‘you did not know this until it was
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saggested to you.”” ‘No, but I had not thought on the
subject; now I know that it is true.”” And when a man
knows a thing, no amount of argument can make him
chrange his opinion. Soit is with the servant of the Lord
when the Spirit of God has fully instructed him in the
wiv. The Psalmist and the prophets enforce this truth
when they admonish him not to be like the unthinking
horse, guided by his master without knowing why he
shoild go in a particular direction; but that he shall
go ‘orward doing and accomplishing, like a man of un-
derstanding.

True spiritual guidance is quite the reverse of the or-
dinary understanding of the term. Human nature is
lazy; it does not want to think and do; it would like to
have some guidance that would do its thinking for it and
sume one to do its work. It is this indolence (negative-
ness) that has caused so many of the Christian world to
believe that they will be so guided as to have nothing to
think of but to obey the impulse of the leading, like the
horse which knows nothing beyond the impulse of the
Jines. And the same indolence has given rise to that
pernicious doctrine, that

‘‘Jesus died and paid it all,
Yes, all the debt I owe;”’
and that Jesus, having kept the law, kept it for his
church, so that they have nothing to do but to rely upon
his merits. What an indolent religion this is! how con-
trary to all the teachings of our Lord and the teachings
of the Spirit of God thru his prophets! Jesus epitomizes
his doctrine in this direction in the words, ‘‘If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself;”’ whether it
is an expression of truth, or whether it has its origin in
the sophistry of man.
In order to bring this thought home to the Esoteric
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Student, as well as to all who contemplate living a higker
life, we will briefly outline the pathway in which the
Lord will lead them. The first step in the way is at least
a consciousness that there should be a purer order of
life. Then, if the individual has a will to live a better
life, the Lord will cause him, either by means of printed
matter, some oral instruction, or thru an illumination of
the intellect, to take a step toward a purer life. It may
be in the direction of eating and drinking, or possibly a
repulsion to the generative act; whatever the step may
be, his reason is convinced that it is tke right cne and, if
he is true to this conviction and lives tle life in which Le
believes, he will obtain such results as will eccnvince him
beyond all question, that his decision is a right one. If
the first step has been in the matter of eating and drink-
ing, he will soon realize that there is something beyond,
that he must not only keep the body clean by pure diet,
but that he must purify it in the regeneration; and, if he
is faithful to his convictions in this particular, Fe will
receive continued instructions frcm the Spirit.

But right here comes the point under corsiceration—
how does the Spirit instruct? The text says, ‘I will
counsel thee with my eye.”” To the student of psy-
chology these words are plain; he knows that the eye is
a direct medium for the projection of thought. When we
wish to instruct an individual, we want to be where we
can look into his face, have our eye fixt upon him. At-
mospheric vibrations forming words that vibrate upon
the ear are not used in the spirit world, for we read that
in the beginning God created the world by a word.
Thoughts are formed by the divine intelligence and are
sent into the individual, and if he receives them and uses
all his own mental capacity, such thoughts will continue
to flow in, and with them knowledges that will bring an
understanding as to why they are true.
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But the Spirit of the Lord is too wise to allow the indi-
vidual to distinguish those thoughts that are projected
into him from thoughts that arise from his own mental
processes; for if nine-tenths of the people knew that the
Spirit was sending its teachings into them, they would
rest down and cease to use their own intelligence; and,
again, they would not seek in nature for additional proof
of an interior conviction of truth. They would take the
position that ‘‘the Spirit has said so, and thatisall I
know about it.”’ Thus the instruction would be of no
avail, and all responsibility for adherence to truth would
be ignored.

Jesus says. ‘‘Ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” You shall ‘‘know’’—believing a
thing is not knowing it; knowledge is only obtained by
experience. Therefore the condition of the honest skep-
tic is really the most hopeful one; that is, if, with his
skepticism, he is reasonable, for skepticism may be rea-
sonable as well as unreasonable. The reasonable skeptic
must have ample proof of the truth of a proposition be-
fore he accepts it.

It is a maxim in common law that a man is considered
innocent until he is proved guilty; in other words, his
judges are skeptical until all the evidence for and against
the accused man has been received, when, figuratively
speaking, it is placed in the balance, and, in the direc-
tion of the heaviest proof, the scales of justice tip. The
scales are so universally associated with the idea of just-
ice, that they appear as a symbolic figure wherever just-
ice is supposed to be meted out. While every one says,
‘“Yes, that is right,”’ yet one-half of these people will
accept as evidence the ‘‘I believe’’ of the man in goodly
apparel and high position. But, with the man or the
woman who is a reasonable skeptic, the belief of any
man, or number of men, tho it were all the world com-
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bined, will not have the weight of a feather in the scales
of justice. A

He (or she) who enters this life, undertaking to follow
the guidance of the Spirit of God. must be as careful in
his decisions as the conscientious judge; therefore, the
student should ever keep in mind the evidences received
in his own experience for and against the life he is living;
for we know—experience has taught us—that no one
will ever reach the highest goal of human attainment un-
less he continually stands upon the solid rock of absolute
knowledge obtained from experience.

1t is true, my readers, that, in every new undertaking,
you must work, as we are told, by faith; that is, judging
from experiences of the past and from knowledge actu-
ally gained, you must decide whether it is reasonable
‘that you adopt a new method, suggested to your mind,
of attaining higher power and knowledges. If so, then
advance firmly but cautiously, carefully analy zing every
step of the way, thoroly testing and proving the meth-
ods and the effect of every effort, so that you may be
able correctly to weigh the evidences for and against the
new undertaking. If you prcceed in this manner in the
application of Esoteric teachings, you will be always sure
that you are right, and no temptations or anything that
any man, or men, may say or do, will change your posi-
tion one particle; you will simply rest on the solid rock
of knowledge and say, no matter what may be said or
done, ‘‘I know.”’

Such an individual will never have occasion to inquire,
.“‘How shall I know the truth when the land is filled
with theories of every description, each one declaring
that he is right?”’ These people are like the country boy
who went to town to buy a top: when he arrived he found
so many pretty things, and every one said that his was
the best, that the poor boy went home confused without
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buying anything. So with the present time—the foun-
tains of truth are opened, and the fountains of error
and sophistry, and those who have had no experience in
thought, and thoze who are unwilling to settle down to
the practical uses of to-day, are like the countryman
who goes into the city and spends the day looking in at
the shop windows; while the practical mind knows per-
fectly well what it wants, gets it and utilizes it, and the
great supply does not dazzle or confuse him.

The apostle says, ‘‘As many as are led by the Spirit of
G)d, they are the sons of God’’ (Rom. viii. 4), but the
world is now full of people who are being led by spirits
not of God. The foundation of the spiritualistic move-
ment rests upon—‘‘My spirit guides.”” The true son of
God recognizes no spirit guides or guidance, other than
know’edge of truth. We read that in the beginning God
said, ‘‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:
and let them have dominion.’”’ Now, we should continually
remember that the object of our creation was to make us
like God, and that all the experience (experimentation),
from the time of Adam until now, has had for its sole
0] :ct, and certainly the sole accomplishment has been,
the devalopment in mankind of the capacity to know and
judge between good and evil. Consequently, the Spirit
of God NEVER guides the individual in any other way
than by holding, as it were, the light enabling the intel-
ligence to perceive and judge of the merits of the matter
under consideration, whether it be good or evil for him.

Are you in darkness and know not which way to go?
ask God and he will guide you by giving you light, men-
tal, intellectual light, which will enable you to decide as
to the way that you prefer to go. God never coerces tke
mind of any man. Itis true that the honest, faithful
soul, who is incapable of knowing the great truths that
are necessary to illuminate a certain time or a particular
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occasion, may sometimes find the way so hedged in that
there is but one direction in which he can go, and in
sheer desperation he goes that way in fear and trem-
bling; but, if he is always faithful to the light that he
has, and uses the kniywledge that he possesses wisely,
he will, in due time, perceive that it was God’s loving
care that closed all other avenues, thus compelling him
to go in the right direction.

However, we do not believe that such an instance ever
occurs in the absolute sense; that is, a man may find him-
self hedged in by circumstances in every direction but
one, yet when we come to analyze that hedge by asking
him, Why do you not do this or that? He replies, ‘‘Oh,
that is not right! in view of all my past experience, of
all that 1 have known in life, I could not conscientiously
go that way;’’ that is to say, the hedge 1s made of, and
wholly maintained by, his knowledge of truth and his
love of it. In reality he is only brought where he must
make serious decisions as to whether he will persevere
in the way in which he is going, or whether he will
abandon it for worldly considerations. But if one waits
for such conditions as these, they will never come to him.

He that follows after the absolute knowledge of truth,
under all circamstances, will find that the God of the
universe is his God, his Power, and that nothing can turn
him from the path which he knows to be the right one.

255

‘‘BEHOLD, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee
in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have
prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke
him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for
my name is in him.”” (Ex. xxiii. 20, 21.)



Che Queen of Feahen

BY HENRY PROCTOR, F.R.S.L., M.R.A.S.

M ofeeferfere S is most natural, we find that one of the

# earliest religions of mankind was that of
+ A # the worship of the heavenly bodies, par-

& ticularly of the sun and moon. What was
iR known as Baalism was that of the sun, and
the worship of Ashtoroth, that of the moon; the sun be-
ing considered as musculine and the moon as feminine.
Both of the cults degenerated into Phallicism, the first
being represented by the male, and the second by the
female organs of generation. The worship of the Moon
as the Queen of Heaven appears to have preceded that
of the Sun, for not only do we find indications of it in
the oldest book of the Bible, the Book of Job, but also in
Genesis in the name of the city Ashtoroth-Karnaim, or
the two-horned Ashtoroth, where Kudar-Lagamar smote
the gigantic Rephaim, afterward the capital and resi-
dence of Og the king of Bashan.

The Raphaim were connected with the Nephilim, the
oldest people of which the Bible takes note, as being
“from everlasting, men of renown.”” We find evidence
of moon-worship in the name of Naram-Sin (B. C. 3,
800)* and in the Chaldean temple of Mullil at Nippur
which probably existed as early as 5,000 B. C., as its re-
mains were found 22 feet below the site of the temple of
Naram-Sin. Ashtoroth is probably the same as Ishtar,
Astarte, Venus, and Juno. Her worship was introduced
by Jezebel among ten-tribed Israel, and its importance
may be judged from the fact that 400 priests were ap-

*Gen. vi. 4, Num., xiii. 33.
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pointed for her service. Its rites are said to have been
filthy in the extreme, and her temple at Aphek in Leba-
non is described as a horrible sink of the most beastial
lewdness. Jeremiah imputes the ruin of Judah also to
this worship, in saying: ‘‘Was not the incense you burnt
in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem re-
membered, by YAHVEH, until He was not able to bear
your wicked ways on account of the abominations that
you practised? Therefore your country has become a
desolation, and a heap of ashes and without inhabitant
as it is to-day because of your incense-burning to the
Queen of Heaven.*

It was indeed a master-stroke of the Adversary, the
God of this age, when he caused the very religion of
mankind to become a source of degredation and ruin.
For that such it must have been, we have abuncdant evi-
dence in the fact that the mighty nations of antiquity
past away, leaving very little trace except in the temples
and emblems of this very cult. So perished the Hittites
(Khatti), Accadians, Chaldeans or Kasdim, Babylonians
and Assyrians, Elamites, Moabites, and Ammonites, all
of whom were addicted to this worship, as well as the
Seven Nations of Canaan. Hence the awful denunciations
of the Mosaic Law against it, and the reason why every
vestige of it was to be destroyed, lest the same fate
should overtake Israel, as in a measure it did. As with
nations so with individuals, in so far as these practises
are continued in any form in modern life, so far must the
lifeof the individual and of the nation be weakened and
destroyed. It is no arbitrary dictum which affirms that
“If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God de-
stroy,’”’ but a plain statement of Natural-Spiritual Law,
the observance of which brings every kind of blessing to
the individual and to the nation as far as it is practised.

" Jer. xliv. 17-29.



Witcheraft

BY ENOCH PENN

X oprofeedo HE prophet Isaiah said, ‘‘Rebellion is as the
+ s sin of witchcraft.”” This statement de-
33 T s$ clares witchcraft equally evil with rebel-
+ # lion. To talk of witchcraft in this our
KR day of enlightenment as being a fact is to
expose oneself to ridicule. Still, since God’s prophet de-
clared witcheraft to be so grievous a sin, if their be no
such a thing, then the statement of the prophet was,
to say the least, quite useless.

There is such a thing as magic power which men and
women may gain the use of. We see this illustrated by
the works of Jesus and of his followers. While the pow-
ers manifested by the Lord Christ and his followers are
of a class that is beyond the reach of the ordinary indi-
vidual, save by years of preparation, yet there is a class
of magic powers attainable by the ordinary person,
which powers some are using continually, tho usually
there is very little understanding of what is being done,
or of the results accruing from the effort. The use of
these powers is whitcheraft.

We speak of the powers manifested by Jesus and by
his disciples as magic, because these powers are not com-
monly understood, or the existence of them even known.
They are powers wherewith one can accomplish results
without apparent means. But witchcraft is properly the
use of magic powers for the attainment of one’s own
personal ends. And it is for this reason that the prac-
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tise of witchcraft is as the sin of rebellion. That is, it
is rebellion against God. For it is using God-given pow-
ers for purposes not in harmony with the Divine purpose.
Being used for personal ends, and not for the accom-
plishing of the Divine will, there is engendered a conflict,
which is rebellion.

Because the feminine nature is peculiarly fitted to
handle psychic forces, thatis, the powers of the soul, be-
longing to the realm of the soul, and causing results in
externals, we find that it is women who are mostly guilty
of these practises.

We insert here an extract from ‘‘Special Instructions
for Women:”’

“Woman’s mind is peculiarly adapted for this hid-
den and subtle control of the life-forces, energies and
thoughts—far more than the mind of man. This has
been proved in the past, for, during the time of the
witches and wizards, there were ten witches to one wiz-
ard; and we think that among the mediums of modern
Spiritualism there will be found existing the same pro-
portion. Woman must learn how to use this so-called
occult power in the control of the life-forces of her own
body. By doing so, she learns how to use those magic
powers latent within her own organism, so that, in order
to reach attainments within herself, she is forced to
learn how to use those highly mystic gifts, not only
within her one body, but in every direction in which they
are needed.”’

We doubt not that those who use these powers to affect
othersare, as a rule, but dimly conscious of what they are
doing. We will again quote from ‘‘Special Instructions:’’

‘“Another and more common cause of leucorrheea, is
the mental exertion and constant strain consequent upon
the effort to control conditions by which the woman is
surrounded—usually the effort to control the husband, by
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the inner and more subtle forces of her nature. When
she fails to do this, she finds herself in a state of nervous
excitement. The currents of her life-forces, intensified
by the energy of her will, which she has sent out toward
her husband, or perhaps some one else, have been ig-
nored by the party toward whom they have been direct-
ed, this throws them back upon herself, and she feels
that there is something within her that will burst assun-
der, or to use her own expression, ‘‘like I would fly to
pieces.”” If her feelings were properly analyzed, it would
be found that surging within her, like a pent up voleano,
are mingled anger, disappointment, and sadness.

“If the woman has a mild disposition, she may be
soothed by going alone until she feels more quiet. In
some cases, a good cry will bring relief; in others, hys-
teria is the result. After one such experience the sex-life
will be so poisoned that it will be imr possible to retain it.

‘‘At this point it is necessary for woman to pause and
examine herself most carefully; for while she is trying,
in the slightest degree, to control another by her thought
and will there is very little use for her to undertake the
conservation of the seed. Nine out of ten of the women
who are under this desperate strain in their effort to con-
trol others, have been trying to keep it a profound secret.
They have been denying it even to themselves, until they
have succeeded in so thoroly deceiving themselves as to
think they are making no effort in this direction. Right
here resides one of the most subtle principles of woman’s
life, which causes the sex-nature and the soul-nature
within to act, and many times go to the greatest ex-
tremes of action, without her intellect recognizing that
any thing is being done on her part. So long as woman
loves man from the standpoint of generaticn—and that
is about all of love that is known in the world as it is to-
day —this effort to control his life will continue. There-
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fore we repeat, thatin woman’s life there is no cause for
weakness or inability which will take so much thought
and study to discover as this one.”

We believe that it is a God-given right of all persons to
be free, and being free to be responsible for their actions.
We recognize the necessity for the restraint of the vicious
and the immature, but these are not at present under our
eonsideration.

It is only the evilly inclined who exert themselves to
coerce others to do their will. Controlling others, as al}
occultists know, or should know, is the work assumed by
demons. This statement may prompt to objections. But
we well know that tho the Christian world pretends to
believe the teachings of Jesus, that they do not, and he
most emphatically taught that demons frequently are
the cause of sicknesses and ailments of various kinds.
And as well he gave his disciples power cver cemcns to
compel them to desist from their efforts to torment per-
sons. Therefore, any person who uses their powers of
magic, or any other power, to compel another to do their
will is, in doing that, doing the work of a demon, and
enters that class, and is for the time being, to all intents
and purposes, a demon.

Unhappily, persons guilty of these things are some-
times profest Christians, and may be most zealous, and
even sincere, but act ignorantly. While their ignorance
to a certain extent lessens the blame, it does not lessen
the results for evil. Results for evil, we say, not only of
evil to the one acted upon, but the result of that force
sent out returning with doubled energy to the sender.

I &



Editorial

HE Esoteric Work has never been a popular
movement. The history of its progress is
very unlike that of the popular religious
or higher thought movements that sweep
over the world, with their praises sung

from many pulpits and platforms, and their names on

the tongues of the masses.

The story of the progress of this Work is one of slow,
steady growth, a steady march onward toward its goal—
that of perfecting men and women in His image and
after His likeness, for the establishing of the Kingdom
of God among men.

The majority of the people are not yet ready to adopt
the grand truths of the Esoteric teachings, and to put
them into practise in their daily lives; and it is because
of this fact that every effort that has been made to fur-
ther the cause of this work or in any way to popularize it
has met with difficulties and discouragements (if we would
be discouraged) at every turn. Never have we been
more reminded of this fact than in the recent efforts that
we have made to place ‘'Practical Methods to Insure Suec-
cess’’ in the hands of the soldiers and sailors. Every
effort that we have made to get the little book placed
before the men, thru any source, except thru the influ-
ence and efforts of individuals, has met with poor results.
We have also received quite a number of letters lately to
the effect that efforts to get the little book recommended
or handled by Committees, Societies, etc., have not been
successful, and that the only effective work that has been
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done has been done by interesting individual cases in its
truths.

But such reports should not in any way discourage
those interested in the spread of these teachings. But
it all the more emphasizes the fact that every person who
has received these teachings and benefited by them should
feel it his or her individual duty to make an effort to help
in the circulating of these teachings.

The great world-trouble and darkmness is spreading and
increasing, and it seems as if the time in which we can
work is rapidly shortening. There never will be a time
when workers in the Father’s vineyard will be so greatly
needed as right now; and to every man and woman who
has received these truths, the call comes, ‘'Son, go work
to-day in my vineyard!”’

We are surprised to have some write us in this manner,
‘“ ‘Practical Methods’ is a grand little beck; Iem livirg
the life taught in it and have been greatly benefited
thereby. But the people as a whole are not yet ready to
live according to such teachings, and it seems quite use-
less for us to make any effort at the present time to
spread these teachings.’’

If two men, tired and thirsty, walking along a hot,
dusty road came to a spring, and one took a drink and
then lay down in the remaining water to refresh himself
without giving the other a chance to quench his thirst,
would you not say that he was very selfish? And are not
we just as selfish, if we take of these great truths that
the Father has sent to the world thru these teachings,
and then make no effort to pass on to our weary brother
or sister the help we have received?

Then let us all who have been blest with receiving these
great truths redouble our efforts, and increase our ener-
gies and do all in our power to further advance this work
while the day lasts in which we can work. The Father
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uses as instruments all those who are willing to do his
will, and any one who desires to help and will look earn-
estly to the Father with the desire to know in what way
they can be of use in His work will be made to know in
what way they can help.

The letter that follows we received just before sitting
down to write this editorial, it has the true ring in it and

we copy it for others to read:
March 9th, 1918.
Crockett, Cal.
Messrs. Esoteric Pub. Company:

Having read a copy of your pamphlet. ‘‘Practical
Methods to Insure Success,’”’ by Mr. H. E. Butler, copy-
righted in 1893, I am persuaded that he lived 50 years
ahead of his time, but his time is coming, if I am right.
I am ambitious to hasten such a time, so [ am writing to
learn if you are in a position to furnish copies of the
aforesaid book, and if so, the least possible price by the
hundred or thousand copies.

Respectfully, T. E. T.

IF this work was a personal work, we should grow
ashamed of asking our subscribers for assistance, but
since it is the Father’s work for his people we are not
ashamed. Altho we asked for names and addresses in
the last issue of this magazine, we have received almost
no help in this direction since that time. Now we ask
again, Will not our subscribers and readers send us
names and addresses in order that we may send them
sample copies and advertising matter? In this way you
can be of great assistence to this work. Surely almost
every person who will read this request knows some one
who will be glad to receive a sample copy, and who may
become further interested if we can only get the name
and address.

SoME of our subscribers have been writing us that they
would like to receive ‘‘Bible Review’’ oftener, either
monthly or semi-monthly, and we certainly would be
pleased to issue it this way if we were able to; but under
the present circumstances, with the high cost of produc-
tion, to continue it as a bi-monthly magazine is the best
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that we can do. We are this month adding a few extra
pages to accomodate the manuscript on hand.

For the benefit of the Esoteric Students who may be
considering the purchase of a bible, we will state that
there is every indication that bible prices will steadily
continue to increase, and that in all probability there will
not be again, for some time to come at least, s0o good an
opportunity to buy a bible as now. We have complete
catalogs of the Oxford Bibles, giving prices, sizes, and
styles of type, and we shall be pleased to mail a cata'og
on request. The Oxford Bible is not surpassed.

When it is noon at Washington (sun-time) it is the follow-
ing time at the places named:
Bombay, India, 10.00 p. m. Chicago, Ill., 11.17 a.
Lorenzo Marquez, Mobile, Ala., 11.16 a.

East Africa, -7.18 p. Memphis, Tenn., 11.08 a.
Pretoria, S. Africa, 7.04 p. St. Louis, Mo., 11.07 a.
Cape Town, S. Af., 6.22 p. Vicksburg, Miss., 11.05 a.
London, England, 5.08 p. Little Rock, Ark.,10.59 a.
Liverpool, England, 5.04 p. Minneapolis, Minn. 10.55 a.
Glasgow, Scotland, 5.01p. Des Moines, Iowa, 10.53 a.
Bangor, Maine, 12.33 p. Topeka, Kan., 10.45 a.
Boston, Mass., 12.26 p. Omaha, Neb., 10.44 a.
Concord, N. H., 12.22p. Austin, Texas, 10.39 a.
Montpelier, Vt., 12.18 p. Cheyenne, Wyo., 10.09 a.
New Haven, Conn., 12.17 p. Denver, Colo., 10.08 a.
New York, N. Y., 12.12p. Sante Fe, N. M., 10.04 a.
Philadelphia, Pa., 12.07 p. Salt Lake, Utah, 9.41 a.
Richmond, Va., 11.58 a. Helena, Mont. 9.40 a.
Wilmington, N. C. 11.56 a. Prescott, Ariz. 9.38 a.
Wheeling, W. Va., 11.46 a. Carson City, Nev., 9.10 a.
Columbia, S. C., 11.44a. Seattle, Wash., 8.58 a.
Columbus, Ohio, 11.36 a. Portland, Ore., 8.57 a.
Atlanta, Ga., 11.31 a. San Francisco, Cal., 8.57 a.
Louisville, Ky., 11.25 a. Brisbane, Australia,
Indianapolis, Ind., 11.23a. (next day) 3.20 a.
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Time of Cusp Transits

Washington, D. C., U. S. A. May, 1918.

Body Enters On
day h. m.
(o] e 2 T 5 p. m.
‘“ X 4 10 59 p. m.
o Y 7 0 32 a. m
o ot 9 0 57 a. m.
. i1 11 1 59 a. m.
. 69 13 5 24 a. m.
‘ 19} 15 0 25 p. m.
. w 17 10 55 p. m.
. £ 20 11 18 a. m.
" m 22 11 ~ 30 p. m.
. A 25 10 0a m
” P 27 6 19 p. m.
. 2t 30 0 29 a. m.
® I 21 4  38p m
9 69 1 10 24 a. m.
¢ 8 20 9 38 a. m.
8 o 5 3 18 a. m.
“ 09 16 0 17 a. m.
“ ) 26 3 42 a. m.
On May 1st

d isin T 15° 4 447
Pl oo A 19 50 2
k e = 14 22 5
o] oo 9] 24 32 20
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Time of Cusp Transits. ;
Washington, D. C., U. S. A. June, 1918.
Body Enters On !
day’ h. m., ’
C X 1 4 45 a. m.
¢ T 3 7 29 a. m.
“ kel 5 9 22 a. m,
o )14 7 11 29 a. m.
o - €9 9 3 5p. m, ’
. 9] 11 9 29 p. m. §
“ np 14 7 3 a. m. ‘
‘o £ 16 7 2 p. m, i
‘ m 19 7 22 a. m.
¢ A 21 5 56 p. m.
“ B 24 1 41 a. m.
o £ 26 6 53 a. m. ]
“ X 28 10 18 a. m. '
. T 30 0 56 p. m. ”
@ ® 22 0 52 p. m.
d kel 2 6 27 a. m.
? w 8 8 38 a. m.
o # 27 6 21 a. m.
g np 3 4 40 p. m.
4 £ 10 2 59 p. m.
¢ m 16 8 37 a. m.
¢ A 21 9 14 a. m
s b 25 4 57 p. m
On April 1st.
9 is in A 22° 30 48" I
) o = 15 27 36 ’
B o 9] 24 52 27
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The Way of Kuotuledge

BY H. E. BUTLER

(Reprinted from *The Esoteric’’ of December 1897.)

“Ir any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be
of God, or whether 1 speak of myself.”—Joha vii. 17.
w HIS declaration of Jesus was in answer to the
"ﬂ rw~ tf- Jews who ‘‘marvelled, saying, How know-
l * eth this man letters [marginal reading,
ﬂ" ‘‘learning’’] having never learned?’’ The
)‘m’& answer implies that, if a man do the will,
the knowledge of truth will flow into him, so that he
may know even as the learned know. It is a text paral-
lel to the one in which Jesus said, ‘“When Le, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth,
and he will show you things to come.’”” At the
present time very many are agitating the question, “‘If
we turn our attention to the new thought that is now in
the world, how are we to distinguish truth from error?”
and our Christian brethren, clergy as well as laity, are
so afraid of being misled, that they dare not examine
any new thing; but if they had the Spirit of truth, that
Jesus has sent into the world, it would cause them to
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know and correctly judge between truth and error. From
past experience we know that, by means of the Spirit of
truth, one may listen to the most sophistic yet powerful
arguments, and, instead of receiving the error, he will
discern beneath the cunningl. wrought veil ¢f sophistry,
the perfect image of glorified truth,—truth that he had
never before seen. He or she that has the Spirit of truth
cannot be mislead.

Bat as to how to obtain this Spirit of truth the verse
under consideration contains a suggestion in the words,
*‘If any man will do his will.”” The term here translat-
ed ‘‘will”’ implies, in the Greek, a purpose (fixt deter-
mination,) combined with the idea of choice. When we
stop to look at this thought, we find that, in order to
have a fixt determination, that determination must have
a defnite direction, and it is not fixt if any contingen-
cies are considered. Let us further examine this mat-
ter. Let us for a moment enter into covenant with
God, faithfully promising that we will do his will, in
so far as we know it. As you make this covenant with
God, that you will do his will under all circumstances,
examine yourself, dear reader, and see if there does
not arise within you a fear lest he a'low you to be de-
ceived, lest you make some mistake, lest you may be even
required to take some stand or do scmething that will
bring reproach upon you. If such feelings arise within,
then you lack the will to do his will, you have not the
fixt parpose; and, therefore, you have noreason to expect
that you will receive the Spirit of truth that ‘‘will guide
you into all truth;”’ for Jesus says it cannot be obtained
without that fixt purpose, that established will. Hear
the words of our dear Lord, who said, ‘‘I came down
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of
him that sent me’’ (John vi. 38). Are you a Christian
(follower of Christ), and yet desiring to do your own
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will? This fact alone stamps the claim as a false one.
To be a follower of Christ, is to live as he lived, to hold
the same attitude toward the Father that he held, —this,
dear friend, together with absolute obedience, without
fear or shadow of wavering, constitutes a Christian.

But there are very many who have no idea that there is
anything for them to do: they are living in the spirit of
devotion and are happy in that devotion. TLeir lives ex-
press the thought of the old hymn so much sung in the
churches:

“Cease your doing, for all is done;
Yes, ages long 8go.”

This, however, is a position not in accord with the
words above quoted; namely, ‘“‘If any man will do his
will.”” Now this phrase emphatically implies action, ac-
complishment, something to be done; and men and
women will find that there is something to do when they
free themselves from the bondage of fear and make the
decision henceforth to ‘‘do his [the Father’s| will.”’

As soon as one enters into the covenant with God,
makes the promise to his own soul, that he will do the
will, no matter where it leads him, or what it costs him,
the Spirit will at once impress upon his intelligence some-
thing that he must do. It may be but little, but if he is
obedient in that little, there will immediately arise with-
in, the consciousness of something more that he must do.
We know that not a man or woman who has taken this
~ position can read Esoteric thought without knowing that
it is his or her duty to practise the methods therein
taught. Such persons may not, and probably would not,
see but one point at a time, upon which they should take
hold and practise, but, nevertheless, we know that they
will receive the Spirit of truth that will guide them into
all truth.

The declaration of our Lord, that we have selected for
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consideration, is not a negative one, but one that is
positive, active. Jesus said, upon another occasion, ‘‘Ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.”” The definition of the verb ‘‘to know,’’ according
to our English Dictionary, is ‘‘to have full information
concerning.”’ Now, ‘‘full information concerning’’ truth,
covers an immense field of knowledge. It is not, as
many of our ministers impress upon their people, a mere
belief that Jesus died to save them, and that the truth
for them ends there. Such a belief is not knowledge of
law or principle, it is simply credence given to an asser-
tion. Jesus said, ‘‘Ye shall know the truth.”” Comment-
ing upon this declaration of cur Loid, I have heard our
Christian brethren say, ‘‘We know Christ and he was
the truth,’”” but if we question them as to Christ being
the truth, nine times out of ten, the only answer we can
draw from them is a kind of inane and gleeful self-
gratulation, “‘I know that he died to save me, and I am
saved; that is truth enough for me.’’ In such cases there
is no hope for, or reliability in, anything that is substan-
tial, further than the sense of pleasure of a vague, un-
formed belief. There is but little difference between the
class of people who go to church and pray, ‘‘O Lord, let
us have a good time; send us a blessing that we may
be happy,’”’ and the man who gets drunk in order to get
happy; both are following the senses.

The words of our text are, ‘If any man will do his
will;”’ this implies an awakening, the arousing of every
faculty within the individual, and a going forward, as a
strong man to his day’s labor, to do and to accomplish:
and we repeat that every individual who makes this cov-
enant and occupies the position of doing the will, will be
made to know the teachings, the methods of life, requi-
site to bringing body, mind and soul into perfect unison
with the mind and v.ill of God.
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But these divine truths will not come to us unless we
receive them from whatever source they may proceed.
The Lord has not promised to send his angel to you, as
he did to the prophet Daniel, with a power and a voice
that paralyzed the physical nature. He may send the
truth by one steeped in sin and disgrace, but if you have
the Spirit of truth, desiring above all else to receive it
that you may do the will, you will accept it, no matter
what the instrumentality by which it is broﬁght.

Truth is facts concerning things,—laws, methods, or
principles, and is like pure gold. When the gold dollar is
presented to the business man, he does not inquire where
it came from, or who has previously owned it. The only
questions that cencern him are, Is it gold? and, Will it
bring the desired result? If you have placed yourself
in position to have the Spirit of truth which will guide
you into all truth, you will have ability to at once recog-
nize the precious gold of truth, regardless of the instru-
mentality by whom it may be brought to your attention.
To those who are in the attitude to receive the truth, it
will come thru persons, books, plants, animals, the inci-
dents of daily life; in fact, wherever they go, whatever
they may do, from every direction they will continually
be receiving grains of truth. It is only requicite to keep
the mind active, the senses awake, and a continually
present desire to know the truth, that they may live in
harmony with it.

It is true that Jesus was the truth and the life, but it
was the knowledge that he possest that enabled him to
always do the will of his Father in heaven. From the
fact that he did know and live the truth, we have no
record of his being sick or in any way diseased. Could
you imagine Jesus the Christ suffering from some loath-
some disease? Why not? Because he always lived in
harmony with divine law, which is all law: he caid that
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he fulfilled all law. Where there is no sin, there would
be no disease or death. If, then, you would be a Chris-
tian, you must so live before God and in his nature (the
world), that you have no sickness, sorrow, pain, or
death, and this means methods of life.

Nor is it enough to so live that the physical body is
always well; for there is a high moral law that must be
applied in all ) cur life and dealings. Thie moral law is
but one step higher than the physical one, and connects
immediately with it, but as it is higher, and—shall we
not say?—the outgrowth of the lower, it controls the
physical body more directly and absolutely than do
physical laws, and, as it bedrs the relation of cause to
physical laws, it is more far-reaching in its effects.
Therefore let no one think that he can study magic and
thereby obtain powers, without first establishing in him-
self that perfect harmony with moral law. This moral
law embraces our duties to our fellow men and to God,
the source of our life and being; and, manifestly, any
disturbance in the source of existence, must result in the
disturbance of the entire nature, if not in its ultimate
destruction.

Again, many thruout the land think they may obtain
access to the fountain of knowledge without obediently
allying themselves to the Spirit of God the Father. They
may gathzr up the records of the world, and study dil-
igently thruout a long life, at the end of which they
cannot expect to have obtained more than a very small
portion of the truth necessary to man’s highest attain-
ment, and they will even be uncertain as to the reliabil-
ity of the small amount of truth actually gained.

The more honest and zealous of the classes just re-
ferred to frequently write to us inquiring how they are
to know, to distinguish, the truth among the multitude
of conflicting theories that are now afloat in the world.
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Our arswer is, There is but one way, and that way ab-
solutely certain,—the way that Jesus announced in the
text under consideration. One must of necessity place
himself in harmony witl,, as it were, do the will of, the
Fountain from which all truth comes, or he cannot ex-
pect to receive it. We know that those who do place
themselves in covenant relation with God, and who live
the life, will be given the opportunity to know the truth
a3 no other class of persons can know it, no matter what
their previous advantages may have been. Therefore
we say to all, Would you have the knowledges of the
earth and of the heavens? then merge your life, your
thoughts, your will, your desires, in the God and Mind of
the universe.

el N

THE law of just retribution inplied in the statement,
“H2 that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity:
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the
sword,’’ is a statement of a law which appears to hold
good in all human actions. This law is again exprest in
the words of the Christ, ‘'Give, and it shall be given unto
you, good measure, prest down, and shaken together,
and running over.”” It matters not what we give, good
or evil, it returns to us.

We perceive that those who hold and show contempt
for the thoughts of others soon manifest to the carefully
observant that they themselves are losing the ability to
formulate thought. For this deadening force sent out
must return to the sender, and it returns, we believe,
with double force. And it becomes a destroyer of the
powers of the mind of the guilty one. —E—.



Che Jubilee of Jubilees

BY HENRY PROCTOR, F.R.S.L., M.R.A.S.

X rjerjerpe ¢ HE jubilee, under which term we are still in
S # the habit of commemorating the fiftieth
+ T # year of a society or business; reign or even
<+ - marriage, has its origin in the Hebrew
Koo R year of release, so called from the Hebrew
Yobel, the long-drawn-out sound of horns and trumpets
with which the Jubilee was inaugurated. It has its
inception in the Divine system of hebdomads (or sevens)
which runs not only thru the Bible, but permeates all
nature, thus demonstrating the unity and identity of
Natural and Spiritual Laws. For the Bible begins with
a week—
THE SEVEN DAYS OF CREATION.

We pass on to find in the Levitical Law a week of weeks
of days leading to a fiftieth day—a pentecostal Sabbath.
Then a week of months during which all the feasts and
fasts of the Mosaic law had their being. This hebdomad
of months constituted the Sacred Year, the other five
months being esteemed secular or common. Next in order
comes the week of years, six years of labor, followed
by a Sabbath Year of Rest. Seven of these Sabbaths
brought the blessed year of Jubilee, in which the man
who had become so impoverished as to be compelled to
sell his family possessions, and sometimes even himself,
into bondage, returned again to a life of liberty, and out
of dense poverty became in many cases, rich and influen-
tial. What a transformation! The slave of yesterday
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becomnes to-day the independent landed proprietor in a
land flowing with milk and honey. WkLat a foretaste of
that Sabbatismos which remains for the people of God,
when that long-looked-for era of peace and plenty, which
we call ‘‘the Milennium’’ shall dawn upon us, and the Sun
of Righteousness with healing in His Beams arise and
shine upon Israel, and the wholz of this sin blighted and
sin-curst earth. This is the Jubilee of Jubilees, the Sab-
bath which crowns the Week of which a thousand years
is but One Day.

We know that the Great Day of the Lord, Jehovah’s
Jubilee, is near, because another Great Week has run its
course. The Saven Times or Week of Ycars of Years*
ends in 1917 A. D.—that is 2520 years from the first year
of Nebuchadnezzar B. C. 604. Jerusalem therefore must
now cease to be ‘‘trodden down of the Gentiles,’”’ for her
redemption draweth nigh; for ‘‘God will save Zion and
build the cities of Judah: that they may dwell there and
have it in possession.”” For this purpose Ephraim (Brit-
ish Israel) is confederate with Manassah (U. S. A.). Al-
ready the Brothers John and Johnathan have agreed to
grant autonomy to a Jewish republic. Soon shall we see
them repairing the desolations of many generations, and
the land that was desolate shall become a paradise, ‘the
glory of all lands, the joy of the whole earth.”’

"« 7x 360 — 2520 years.
b a4

‘‘“ORDER is heaven'’s first law.”” If order is necessarily
the first law of heaven, where all live in harmony, love,
and bliss, how much more necessary that it be the first
law among the children of men where are all the inhar-
monies of the natural man to cause chacs.—D—.



Bible Mistranslations
BY J. F. EWEN

Wefeoprefede FEEL it would be a useful service to con-
3 s sider one or two texts of Seripture which
L l # in the authorized version lead one astray
<+ # so far as the Regenerate life is concerned,
Mofesfs Txk  thru the faulty work of the old translators
who, living under the law of Generation, were blind to
that illumination which comes from the
LIFE OF REGENERATION
recommended by Jesus. For the benefit of such [ pro-
pose therefore to take one or two verses which in the
past have proved a hindrance to my own ready accept-
ance of the Esoteric Teaching. 1 shall be glad to re-
ceive from any reader any verse of the Bible which to
his mind seems to discountenance in any way
THE TEACHING OF THE ESOTERIC FRATERNITY.

‘‘Marriage is honorable and the bed undefiled’’ (Heb.
xiii. 4). A terrible teaching, slaying to-day in the
churches its hundreds of thousands. In the original the
. meaning is just the opposite. ‘'Let marriage be held in
honor in all things, and let the bed be undefiled.’”’ This
rendering is agreed to by the fcllowing learned Biblical
Schlars, as well as confirmed by the Revised Version:
Dr. Halford, Dr. Bleek, Dr. Davidson, Dr. De Wette, Dr."
Elliott Dr. Rightfoot, ete.

Surely the only way such an admonition can be carried
out i3

TO LIVE A CONTINENT LIFE,
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and then according to the type of Isaac and Rebecca,
tho on the
HIGHER PLANE OF GENERATION

by means of continence and communion with God, reach
that Divine point in our attainment where we draw to
ourselves the Divine Counterpart already provided for us
by God; tho at present separated from us thru the sins
of past lives. " In the meantime, God himself will be
unto us more than a t}ousand husbands or a thousand
wives, according to his

ILLIMITABLE POWER AND BOUNTY.
Wait on the Lord and He shall renew thy strength.

*I will therefore that the younger [women] marry,
bear children’ (I Tim v. 14). This text has been actually
quoted to me as proving thatthe married life of the cent-
ury is Biblical teaching. As a matter of fact the word
‘“‘women’’ does not occur in the original at all; the refer-
ence is really to the younger ‘‘ones;’’ and as Paul is here
speaking of the widows in particular, in the context, and
furthermore, of widows who wax wanton AGAINST
Christ, it is clearly not intended for any Christian who
desires rather to follow Christ in all his teaching. Itis
one of

THE DIVINE UNCHANGEABLE LAWS
that when we will not learn thru obedience to Christ, we
have to learn thru suffering, even as Jesus, our firstfruits
did. (Heb. v. 8.) Hence, for those who wax wanton
AGAINST Christ, it is clearly best for such to marry one
husband, and by means of the troubles that come upon
them, as foretold in Genesis iii. 16, they will eventually
reach a state where their souls will from the midst of
impurities from the pit, from the miry clay

CRY OUT FOR THE LIVING GOD,

cry out for the satisfaction which can come only from the
purification of the senses by crucifixion of the flesh, and
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union with Christ. But why wait 10 years, 50 years, a
whole life, or many lives; when by
SIMPLE OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST NOW

we can choose the joyful path of faith rather than the
painful path of bitter experience. Paul also confirms
this in I Cor. vii. 28. What a volume could be written on
the last foir words as an orthodox text, ‘‘but I suppose
you’’! Also on the last verse (40) of this chapter.

A great mistake is made unintentionally by many good,
devotional Christians whose eyes have only just been
opened to the beauty of the Bible, as well as others who
have been grounded in false habit, to apply the teaching
of the New Testament Epistles as a direct word of God
to their own soul, instead of realizing that it was the
word of God, in most cases, to the early church of 1900
years ago—a church who were drawn out of the ranks of
an impure and corrupt heathenism, and who in most
cases followed Christ ‘‘afar off.”’

Now that Christ has been

PURIFYING AND DRAWING HEAVENWARDS
his chosen people during these 1800 years, to apply the
words of these epistles to the church of the present day
is, to say the least, putting a very low standard for a
TWENTIETH CENTURY CHURCH.

If in the first century Paul could give such advice as is
found in I Cor. vii. 29: ‘'The time is shortened, hence-
forth in order that both they that have wives be as tho
they had none,”

WHAT MANNER OF MEN
ought we to be in 1918 after
CHRIST HAS BEEN WORKING
purifying his own chosen flock during the intervening
centuries? Yet in humility, 1 ask sincerely, where is the
church to-day that dares to read from its pulpit such an
exhortation as St. Paul in the lst chapter of the first
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Epistle to the Corinthians wrote in that day?

‘‘To all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord both theirs and ours: ‘‘Grace to you and
peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.’’

g X

“Whece Are the Nine?”

BY DINAH

Xofeofeed-2¢ OME think that it is not of much import
* & whether they have a grateful spirit or
= S # not, or whether they cultivate gratitude
+ % ornot. Butin the cultivation of gratitude
X oR g employed a deep underlying psycho'og-
ical law; and if we seek to understand the working of
this law and cbey it, we shall have the key to great ad-
vancement, not only in spiritual things but also in mate-
rial things,

When a person is grateful to God for any of his bene-
fits there is a line of communication formed between
himself and those in the heavens. But if he receives
benefits and forgets to offer thanks then he severs this
line of communication by his own act of ingratituce.
And this law obtains just as surely on the material plane
as on the spiritual plane. Watch the person who is really
grateful at heart to those with whom he may be associ-
ated for all the favors he may receive, and you will find
one who has all sorts of services showered upon him.

The Christ said, ‘‘Were there not ten cleansed?”’ What
difference could it make to a man who had attained to the
spiritual unfoldment that he had whether the nine re-
turned to thank him? He was in no way dependent upon
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their thanks. That is true, but he knew that thru their
ingratitude they had cut the cord whereby he could ren-
der them any more service, or whereby heaven itself
could help them.

If we look in the Bible we shall find much concerning
the subject of thankfulness. In the old Jewish religion
the teaching of gratitude, thankfulness, was considered
of so much import that feasts were instituted for the sole
purpose of such instructions. These were the kintergar-
ten methods of teaching thankfulness. While we find
that many of the Psalms are merely songs of thanksgiv-
ing.

Again, some cut the cord that binds them to the Heav-
ens thru a sense of littleness, or self-depreciation. For
illustration: Suppose one who had great riches had a
friend who was very poor, but the rich man valued
the friendship of this friend very highly on account of
some very worthy traits of character, that the rich man
had not. The rich man, to show his appreciation
and love for his friend decides to make a feast for him,
and he goes to much trouble and preparation, when all
is ready the friend declines to attend, saying, ‘‘I can
never return such kindness, therefore I cannot accept
it.”” By such an attitude of mind would not the poor man
do a great deal to sever that friendship? What hurts
one more than to have one’s hospitality rejected, espeec-
ially by those one loves? Thus our Heavenly Father is
always offering us spiritual feasts, but if we hold in our
own minds the sense of littleness, instead of accepting
with gratitude his gifts, we virtually cut the line of
communication over which more could be sent to us.

There is still another great benefit that one can receive
from a continual thanksgiving, and that is, it enlarges
the soul; for thanksgiving keeps up the wireless messages
between the Infinite and the finite, and this must be con-
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ducive to Spiritual growth, for we grow like that which
we contemplate. No one can touch spirit in a complain-
ing, dissatisfied state of mind.

An individual may think that he has little to ke thank-
ful for, but if he will commence by being thankful for
the every day blessings of life, as time goes on he cannot
help but notice the difference in his soul-growth, until he
reaches the point where he can praise and render thanks
to the Lord in the midst of his greatest afflictions; for
thanksgiving will have become such a part of his very
being that the soul will be in a continual state of thanks-
giving.

Annother way to show gratitude is to render service, for
lip-service amounts to nothing unless the hand and heart
are back of it. A grateful soul is always willing to ren-
der service in times of need, he may not be able to render
gervice to those he has received favors from, but he will
be willing to render service to any one who is in need.

The Christ did not tnink that thanksgiving was unnec-

" essary for him, for in that notable prayer when he raised
Lazarus from the grave, he said, ‘‘Father, I thank thee
that thou hast heard me.”” Those who think that the
giving of thanks is a small matter, whether to God or to
their fellow-man (for if we cannot thank those whom we
see daily, how can we thank God whom we have not
seen?) need to look more carefully into the teachings cf
the Christ, and into the effect of gratitude or ingratitude
on their own souls

A large soul is thankful for what the world calls the
common thirgs of life; the song of the bird, the fra-
grance of the flawer, the glories of the morning, the
quiet and stillness of the night, the gift of friendship,
and the joy of living—all these keep him attuned to the
heart of the Infinite, all these for him sing a low perpet-
ual hymn.
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The writer will never forget one who had past thru
the acme of physical suffering, before leaving his suffer-
ings forever, praised and magnified the name of the
Lord, until the very heavens resounded with his holy
praise, and the angels came near to listen as he reiter-
ated again and again, ‘‘Praise and bless his holy name.”’
Tais power for thanksgiving was attained thru long
years of thanksgiving to God, even in the midst of great
suffering, for none could have thus rendered thanks only
thru years of praising and thanksgiving.

“‘Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth,”” and when the heart is full of gratitude it will hnd
some way to express itself.

25

THE RUMOR AND THE TRUTH
(Copied) !

““I BREATHED a rumor into the air;
It was accepted everywhere;

For so swiftly it spread that I
Could not explain it was a lie.

I breathed a truth into the air;

It fell quite flat nearly everywhere;

For who in these days cares, forsooth,
For a thing so stale as the simple truth?

For long months afterward—oh! how long!'—
I found that rumor going strong;

But the truth, from beginning to end,

Was hotly den