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DAFFODILS.

I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd—
A host of golden Daffodils 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing lu the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the Milky Way, 

They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I, at a glance, 
Tossing their heads In sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced, but they 
Outdid the sparkling waves In glee;

A poet could not but be gay
In such a Jocund company;

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 
What wealth the show to me bad brought.

For oft, when on my couch I lie,
In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that Inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure Alls, 
And dances with tbe Daffodils.

— William Wordsworth.

The Spiritual Outlook.
General Observations From a Recent 

Trip South.
BY K. W. GOULD.

To practical people it is always interesting 
to know the situation and condition of friends 
at a distance, especially if they are engaged in 
the same philanthropic work we are. By a 
careful inquiry and close observation, through 
several States of the South, my conclusions are 
about as follows:

Commencing at Atlanta, Ga., I was glad to 
find a good, harmonious spiritual society 
there, numbering some forty members, under 
the watchful care and teaching of Mrs. Loe F. 
Prior, who has been devoting nearly three sea
sons to missionary work, in this city of ortho
doxy which is of the most radical character. 
By her untiring efforts she has succeeded in 
building up and educating in spiritual theo
ries, all the various phases taught in any of the 
oldest societies at the North. She bolds regu
larly Sunday services, at which she lectures, 
and gives tests at the close of each service, 
which meetings are largely attended. She 
holds one meeting each week, devoted entirely 
to tests, and one each week for social enter
tainment. She has succeeded in forming a 
Ladies’ Aid Society, also a society wliich meets 
one evening each week for spiritual develop
ment or mediumship, and gives sittings to all 
who apply each day.

In addition to this phenomenal amount of 
work, I found she was visiting several sick 
patients each day, members of her society, 
who all seem very naturally devoted to Mrs. 
Prior, the evidence of which is apparent from 
the general attendance at all her meetings. A 
few more such valuable workers as Mrs. Prior 
has shown herself to be in the Southern 
States would produce quite a different result 
from what present appearances indicate.

I am informed there is at Chattanooga, 
Tenn., a flourishing Spiritual Society, consist
ing of some sixty members. This society, too, 
was organized by Mrs. Prior soon after she 
was engaged to go South by the National Spir
itualists’ Association as a missionary, some 
three years ago. She also revived an old soci
ety in Nashville about the same time, which 
had gone to decay, and enlisted some forty 
active members, giving promise of a useful 
.society. But unfortunately it soon relapsed 
into a state of inactivity, although retaining 
the charter it secured from the N. S. A. This 
seems to be about the extent of the practical 
wbrk done by the National Association in this 
part of the South, although efforts have been 
made at some other points, but with no per
manent results.

It is fair to presume, however, that if tbe 
N. S. A. had the means to employ a corps of 
such hard-working, conscientious missionary 
laborers as Sister Prior, a very different result 
would have been accomplished. “ The harvest 
is great, but the laborers few." I learned 
upon inquiry why it is so difficult to secure 
membership to spiritual societies, when the 
attendance is so large at all public meetings, 
when the speakers are known to be popular or 
attractive.

The reason given was, not that the people at 
the South were more orthodox or religious 
than at the North, but that the great majority 
of the people here were more superstitious and 
ignorant of all religious teachings except what 
is taught in the orthodox churches; and while 
the great majority are not members of any 
church, they are so dominated by church theo
ries they appear to be afraid to investigate 
any liberal thought or proposition. Hence, as 
a rule, if from curiosity or any other reason, 
they are induced to [attend a spiritual meet
ing, it is to be amused, rather than instructed; 
and this is not peculiar to the South alone, 
perhaps, but may be applied to other parts of 
tbe country. It is a lack of moral courage that 
prevents very many persons from accepting or 
declaring their adherence to spiritual teach
ings.

In passing from Gaorgia into Florida, I 
found even less interest manifested in the 
Cause of Spiritualism. Where there has once 
been active and organized effort, it has lapsed 
into inactivity, or dissolution, and there is not 
at the present time a single active spiritual 
society in Florida, unless the Lake Helen 
Camp-meeting Association be considered one. 
There is, however, at De Land a small society

still in existence under a charter from the 
N. S. A., but from the best information I 
could obtain, its meetings have been suspend
ed. De Land is only six miles from the camp, 
and is amice, pleasant town of some two thou
sand inhabitants. Some good hotels and the 
“ Stetson University " are located there. The 
railroad from Jacksonville to Tampa passes 
through De Land. Why the camp was not lo
cated there I heard no good reason, and the 
only reason I heard for its being located where 
it is. was that it was selected by the spirit of 
an Indian in Wisconsin some twenty years 
ago, on account of a small fresh water spring 
there. The spring seems to be of no especial 
benefit, as water is easily obtained by boring 
anywhere, and no public use is made of the 
spring.

Notwithstanding the Indian’s selection, to 
my mind the camp is unfortunately located. 
There are no Spiritualists to speak of in Flor
ida, and the camp must be supported, if at all, 
from the North, and the expense is too great 
for Spiritualists to travel so far for what they 
can get at home. If the camp had been located 
near St. Augustine, or any other large town, 
or attractive watering-place, of which there 
are many in Florida, there would have been a 
probability of success. But this interior, iso
lated selection, among the scattered pines, 
on the barren sand hills of Florida, with 
nothing but the climate to attract, does not 
present attractions sufficient, in my opinion, 
to warrant a successful camp. The parties in
terested, and who have put their money and 
their time into the enterprise, are entitled to 
great credit for their zeal and devotion to the 
cause of Spiritualism, and it is possible that 
through the efforts of Prof. Webster to estab
lish a Sanitarium near the camp grounds, that 
a sufficient interest may be created to sustain, 
for a few weeks each year, a pleasant camping 
ground, which will justify those who have in
vested their money here, in keeping their 
buildings in order, and taking care of the 
groundsand the auditorium, which is a very 
good and valuable structure.

From the observation of those who have 
lived for several years in the immediate vicin
ity of the camp, it is claimed to be a very 
healthy location, and that is confirmed from 
the fact that Prof. Webster is erecting a fine 
Sanitarium building on his place, which joins 
the grounds belonging to the Camp Associa
tion. The land in this neighborhood is only 
adapted to the cultivation of the orange, and 
the severe frosts in the last few years, have 
rendered that crop so uncertain that but few 
are disposed to continue the effort to cultivate 
even the orange. Early vegetablescan be raised 
by the use of a largo outlay of fertilizers, but 
the expense of transportation to market ren
ders the crop unprofitable.

The attendance at this camp this winter has 
been utusually small, and some engagements 
with lecturers have been cancelled from pecu
niary ci nsiderations. It occurs to me that the 
expense of transportation must always mili
tate against the success of this camp, although 
it is claimed that the meetings here have been 
very enjoyable, harmonious and profitable. In 
going south from Lake Helen along the east 
coast the country is so sparsely settled, except 
at the few watering places for a few weeks 
each winter, that one seldom looks for church 
organizations of any kind, and least of all, 
perhaps, that of Spiritualists. People who 
visit these popular resorts are more interested 
in sailing, fishing, bicycling, golf and base ball 
playing, can iage driving and dancing parties 
than they are in religious duties, and these 
places are certainly admirably adapted to such 
entertainments.

I understood there was at one time a local 
Spiritual society at Tampa, but the last evi
dence of it has disappeared, and for the last 
year military camps have absorbed the whole 
attention, 1 apprehend. From the best in
formation I could secure, I concluded there 
is not one Spiritual society in the whole State 
of Alabama, and but a single one in Louisiana. 
The one at New Orleans has been in existence 
for many years, and has been iu ail stages of 
prosperity and relapse during that time, bur, 
for some unexplained reason, has never built 
or purchased itself a church or place of meet
ing in all these years. Yet from my personal 
knowledge of the citizens of New Orleans, 
there is no city in America I would so soon 
appeal to for assistance to build a nice, commo
dious, attractive house for spiritual purposes 
as New Orleans. At the present time I under
stand it is about holding itsown, with asoc.ety 
of some fifty paying members.

I have not visited Texas for several years, 
and know nothing of the situation there, or 
the prospects of our Cause in that Empire State. 
We have in the more northern part ot the State 
our sister, Jennie Hagan-Jackson and Brother 
Brown, one of tire Trustees of the National 
Spiritualists’ Association iu tire southern part, 
both of whom are reliable, and quite able to 
report upon the status of our Cause in Texas, 
as well as many other able workers and writ
ers who reside there, and from whom any in
formation iu regard to Spiritualism may be ob
tained. I was glad to meet a few old friends in 
my travels in Florida, with whom I could con
fer upon the subject of Spiritualism. Among 
them was Brother John T. Whitney of St. Au
gustine, who was interested in one of tbe first 
spiritual papers ever published in New Fork or 
in this country. He has lived in St. Augustine 
some twenty years, and has bad fond expecta
tions of building up at that point a sanitarium 
of great capacity and value, under the direct 
and especial care of spiritual instructors, but 
as yet it has not materialized. He is still hope
ful, but says Spiritualism is at a low ebb in 
Florida.

I also met Bro. E. W. Bond of Willoughby, 
Ohio, who has had large pecuniary interests 
in Florida, and is still acting as the President 
of the Lake Helen Camp-Meeting Association. 
But I inferred from conversation with him 
that it was his purpose to clp^e'out his Florida 
interests soon, and return to Ohio. Whenever 
he does that, I think the Cause in Florida will 
meet with a great disaster which it is not well 
prepared to stand.

I also had the pleasure of ca’Ung upon 
Mrs. Helen Wilmans at her home in Sea 
Breeze, a suburb of Daytonia, one of the most 
attractive places for a permanent residence I 
have seen in Florida. Mrs. Wilmans’ resi
dence is beautifully situated on tbe Atlantic 
coast, across an arm of the sea from Daytona, 
which is reached by a bridge of a mile in 
length. This is where her magazine, the Sea 
Breeze, is published weekly, and has a circula
tion of some eight thousand copies. She is a 
woman of something less than-sixty, an avoir- 
dupoise of probably one hundred and eighty 
pounds, a bright florid complexion; says she is 
never sick and never expects to die; that no 
one need ever die and never would die if they 
thought they were not bort to die; that all 
depends upon their education. She says she 
studied tbe Spiritual Philosophy thirty years, 
but finally gave it up and concluded there was 
nothing in it. Mr. Post, Mrs. Wilmans’ hus
band, I understood was interested with her in 
the publication of the magazine, but he is 
largely interested in mercantile and other pur
suits, which leaves the magazine principally 
in her charge.

In conclusion, then, after a cursory survey, 
and the best authority I could obtain, I con
clude we, as a sect, have much missionary 
work to do in the South before large results 
can be realized. At present the prospects are 
not encouraging. Evidently the Cause is wan
ing, and it is better for us to recognize the 
fact.

The few reports that have been brought to 
us from time to time by those who have been 
induced to make hasty lecturing tours through 
that region, by tbe N. S. Ai, and from other 
sources, have been deceptive, aud we have 
been induced to believe that it was only neces
sary for us to send a few missionaries into the 
field, when converts would swarm into the 
spiritual fold. My observation leads me to be
lieve that such would perhaps be the case, if 
we could furnish a sufficient number of com
petent missionaries to send. But out of all 
that have raised the spiritual standard in Vir
ginia, Tennessee, Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama 
or Florida, whether native or foreign teachers, 
tbe result has been about tire same after four 
or five years’ hard work. As I stated before, 
the society at Alanta, under tbe phenomenal 
efforts of Mrs. Prior, is tire only one I saw in a 
month’s travel showing any adequate results, 
for throe years’ persistent effort. I heard of a 
corresponding result at one other place in 
Tennessee, Chattanooga.

The National Spiritualists’Association is the 
only source to which it is practical to look 
for adequate means to carry on this missionary 
work. Of course, it is legitimate, and philan
thropic for any one, devoted to the cause of 
Spiritualism and humanity to embark in this 
field of missionary labor, and there is a possi
bility of their gaining a support from the peo
ple with whom they labor, as there are of 
course many sincere devoted Spiritualists in 
the South, but too much scattered for organ
ization as at present situated. Until more ad
equate means have been provided forthe main- 
tenai.ee of the National Association, I am un
able to see how that organization can carry 
forward much missionary labor in any direc
tion.

Washington, D. C.

The Clock Struck Eighty-Two.
BY WILLIAM FOSTER, JR.

This day, April 5, is my grand anniversary, 
one entirely personal, not ushered in by loud
mouthed cannon and reverberating drum
beats, silently observed by myself in recalling 
the past, meditating on what has been, what 
is, what may be—a wide field. At an early 
hour this morning 1 reached a way-mark on 
my mortal journey, when my life-clock struck 
eighty-two, marking the time elapsed since I 
entered what some good, pious people call a 
vale of tears. Strange that tile more piety a 
man possesses, the gloomier he looks upon life; 
the sun to him being in an everlasting eclipse, 
all because he feeds on unwholesome meats. 
Such people breakfast on Adam’s fall, lunch 
on the primal curse pronounced at Eden, dine 
on total depravity, sup ou eternal damnation, 
closing the day with a verse of Watts’ 238th 
hymn:

" When Adam sinned, through all his race 
The dire contagion spread;

Sickness and death and deep disgrace 
Sprang from our fallen head.”

Thus prepared the devotee retires to woo 
Morpheus, dropping off to slumber with tho 
wailing of tho damned for a lullaby. No won
der piety with such pabulum is eternally croak
ing about the world being a vale of tears. But 
it is satisfying to know that such piety is being 
diluted, toned clown, tho sulphur gradually 
lessening, as reason and common sense, twin 
orbs, rise higher and higher toward the zenith. 
In due time they will do their work. Oh! 
wheels of time, roll swiftly round, and bring 
the auspicious day I The events, the changes 
of my more than eight decades, are a prophecy 
that" this old world is growing better," for 
the band of progress has very perceptibly 
moved forward on the world’s great dial. The 
heralds exclaim,

'TIs coming now, the glorious time, 
Foretold by seers and sung in itory, 

For which, when thinking was a crime,
Souls leapt to heaven from scaffolds gory I 

They passed, yet see the work they wrought,
And tbe crowned hopes of centuries blossom!

While the live lightning of their thought
And daring det ds doth pulse earth’s bosom.”

So I am hopeful, for progress is the law of the 
universe; its sweep is forceful, irresistible.

Religion, or, rather, Churchism, is no excep
tion to this law of development. Very much 
that has and does pass for religion is only 
churchism, a system of dogmas, most of which 
are only varnished paganism. Go back to the 
Judean teacher, the man of Nazareth. Con
sult the scant records of his doings and say
ings. They afford no warrant for the popular 
theology. That is of a later date. When Con
stantine, the phenomenal hypocrite and mur
derer of his day, professed to abjure the old 
faith, then began the eclipse of pure Chris
tianity, which has never passed away. Theol
ogy was the spawn of dethroned reason and 
the selfish ambition of ecclesiastical despots, 
which for centuries ruled with an iion rod. It 
became successful because its zealots became 
persecutors, its convening and repressing 
agencies being tho dungeon, the rack, the 
thumbnorew and the fagot.

Rome has not been the sole persecutor; 
Protestantism has played a like role, and if its 
victims do not equal those of Rome, it is be
cause it did not have equal opportunities.

The same spirit animated both; witness the 
burning of Savonarola by order of the Papacy, 
and that of Servetus by Calvin, who has been 
iu high repute, notwithstanding this brutal 
murder. He formulated a creed which was 
widely accepted, a creed which has been the 
curse of the world, a dead weight on progress, 
the hot-bed of a persecuting spirit which is not 
wholly quiescent. In the fifteenth, sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, when the sun of 
science shed abroad its beams, all types of 
ecclesiasticism, warring Papists and Protes
tants, were profoundly stirred. The Vatican 
and Propaganda thundered; Protestant pul 
pits answered back. Churchianity manned its 
artillery and opened battle. Its guns were of 
too small calibre to be effective. Gradually 
the lire slackened on the Protestant side, for 
free-thought made inroads in the ecclesiastical 
camp. A few, the incarnation of bigotry, con
tinued to growl aud snarl, but they were as in
effective as Mrs. Partington with her mop. 
Not only natural science had free way, but 
theology itself felt a quickening power. Men 
of the stamp of Beecher not only pared it away, 
but squeezed the very soul out of it.

Only recently a Methodist divine, at a large 
Methodist ministers’ meeting in New York 
City, seized the theological bull by the horns. 
Rev. 8. P. Cadman read a paper the marrow 
of which was “that the inerrancy and infalli
bility of the Bible are no longer possible of 
belief among men.” The paper throughout 

.was intensely radical and probably will open 
a wide controversy. The logic made terrible 
havoc with sundry accepted Bible stories. 
This is cne of the notable signs of tbe times, 
showing the trend of modern thought. The 
other day in Providence at a Methodist minis
ters’ meeting, after a paper on the subject of 
"Jonah and the Whale,” there was quite a 
general discussion. It was plainly seen that 
literally the story was too big a pill to easily 
slip down, and the only reasonable way to get 
over the story was that God possibly for that 
particular exigency created a Jonah, also a 
whale, eliminating the three days within the 
whale’s belly.

Though the trend of thought is iu a rational 
direction, it is not time to rest supinely and 
let things drift. The Papacy is still insistent. 
Rome libs an ingeniously devised enginery for 
propagating the faith. She aspires to control 
the education of all peoples, and by education 
she means her creed and dogmas, With arith
metic, geometry and all else there must be that 
papal leaven which will make the pupil a 
stanch Catholic, a stanch defender of Mother 
Church. In the United States tbe Pope hopes 
by a hob nobbing with the politicians to enter 
some wedges and open crevices wide enough 
to effect permanent lodgment. Our public 
schools are declared to be Godless, and the 
Hierarchy are lusting to divert the public 
funds to their own use in some form or other. 
To meet all ecclesiasticism’s efforts in this di
rection, our only safe course is to make our 
governments, both State and National, purely 
secular—have an absolute divorce of Church 
and State. I know not why church property 
or school property, when used for sectarian 
purposes, should be exempt from taxation. 
Such exemption as is now permitted is by so 
much a contribution to sectarianism. Chap
lains, wherever they are, are a farce; fast and 
thanksgiving days shams. Away with all the 
trappings and frippery of Churchianity. Secu
larize the government; let equity and justice 
prevail in all its departments. Then we may 
expect to see a true religion, a genuine demo' 
cratic rule, universal prosperity, a state of 
affairs when right shall prevail and wrong be 
reduced to a minimum. I would say more, but 
space is limited, and I must not encroach too 
far on tho good-will of the Banner.

On my natal anniversary heretofore I have, 
in my communications with the readers of The 
Banner, pursued a train of Spiritualistic 
thought. I have not done so now, though there 
are many things I would like to say; for I be
lieve that Spiritualism is to be the grand sa
lient factor of progress in the future. The 
world has outgrown its old modes of thought, 
its musty creeds, the senseless dogmas which 
have been the tools of bigots and hiearchs, 
to delude the people and chain them to the car

of a false religion. There is to be the Religion 
of Humanity, which will not soar away t a an 
unknown region in the heavens to find God, 
but be satisfied with that much of God w hich 
is palpable to the senses, resident in the earth, 
to know whom Is to know truth, justice, anil 
the significance of mortal life.

Spiritualism is, because there is a necessity 
for it. It has an uplifting mission; the way is 
wide open. It has caused to roll away the 
clouds of superstition, that the sunlight may 
flow over the world. The past focussed itself 
it Hydesville in 1848; in those tiny raps were 
Inurned the potentialities of reform, regener
ation and knowledge coming of a closer inter
blending of the world of sense and the world 
of spirit. Thus I read the revelations of>to- 
day, and await grander ones to oome. But, 
perhaps before I hear or see them, I shall have 
passed to the Beyond, to travers the sunny 
fields of the summer land, where I shall find 
father, mother, wife and friends long departed. 
As I look back there is a wide void; I am almost 
alone, the playmates of my boyhood all gone; 
the associates of my school days all gone, and 
most of the later generation. There is only 
one link that holds me to the mortal, the de- 
sire to make the world better. I never had an 
ambition to become popular, by cringing to 
power or hiding my opinions. With Terence I 
could ever say since I entered upon the stage 
of active life, “lama man, and nothing can 
be indifferent to me which affects humanity.”

I wish I could have a hearty handshake with 
all the saints. I am in good spirits, enjoy 
three meals a day, eyesight and hearing per
fect, only some rheumatic twings in the back. 
I have posted over the door of my rural re- ‘ 
treat: “ Otiwn cum dignatate."

Independent Writing in Colours..
BY QU-ESTOR VITAL

Being told that independent slate-writing in 
colours was obtainable through Mr. Evans, 103 ) 
West 42d street, New York, I decided to verify 
for myself what basis of fact there was to 
substantiate this statement.

Mr. Evans gave me a trance at 11 a.m. He 
sat down at one side of a plain wooden table, 
about a yard wide, I sitting opposite to him. 
There was no table-cloth. We sat near to a 
window in full daylight. He presented four 
new slates for my inspection, after cleaning 
them with a piece of cloth. Between two of 
these slates he placed a few crumbs of broken 
slate-pencil, fastening them then together by 
a rubber band. These two slates were then 
laid on the table iu front of me, and I was re
quested to place my fingers on their frames. I 
did so and did not withdraw my hands till I 
was told that the writing was finished and 
I could unfasten and open them. Consequent
ly these slates never left my hands till I opened 
them and found one of them covered with 
writing on its inner surface; the other was 
blank.

After giving me tho above two slates to hold, 
Mr. Evans took oue of the others I had in
spected, and which still lay on the table, and 
wrote a big “J.” on it, in chalk. He spread a 
little pencil dust on tbe table and laid this 
slate over the dust, so that it lay flat on the 

। table and close to those I was holding. He 
then placed a few more scraps of pencil on the 
table, aud covered these with the fourth slate. 
All the four slates thus lay quite close to me, I 
bolding two of them myself, the others lying 
close to these. Mr. Evans did not touch the 
slates again from this point.

We then conversed during twenty minutes, 
when a signal was given by raps on the 
table that the work was finished, On un
fastening and opening the slates I had held, 
I found the inner surface of oue of them 
covered with writing. The message so consti
tuted was continued on the under surface of 
one of the other slates that had lain on the 
table close to my hands. The communication 
reads as follows:

My Dear Sou—With the kind aid of other spirit 
friends I am able to send you a few lines of greeting. 
I am glad to see you desirem of sustaining the trulli 
of this phenomenon, for 1 cau assure you, when prop
erly presented, it is capable of eotug much good (or 
humanity, by giving to them the tangible evidence of 
au independent spirit existence. May God help you 
to do right Is my earnest wish. Conditions are not 
favorable for further manlfestatious to-day,* so with 
love to all I remain your loving father iu spirit.

James.

The name at tbe foot of the message is that 
of my father. Tbe handwriting does not re
semble his.

On lifting up tbe third slate I found its inner 
surface covered with lines of coloured writing 
in thick heavy characters quite different from 
the writing on tbe other slates, each line being 
written in different colours. The context reads 
as follows:.

Dear Friend—Your Spirit Father 
luforms me that you are desirous 
of receiving a message wrltlea
iu various colours, to carry home with 
you as a tangible evidence of spirit 
return and communion. I take 
pleasure in presenting you < 
herewith this color phenomenon 

of direct writing, and trust that

it will prove a pleasing and convincing 

memento ol this grand truth. Guide

in scarlet 

magenta 

chrome

cobalt 

salmon 

mauve 

lake 

lake 

lavender and.
sky blue

chrome yel
low

salmon
John drag, umber

There were no colours placed below or above 
the slate; only some grey pencil dust. Nor 
were any colours on the table. So It is imposai-

• It wag a heavy, wet day.

(Continued on sixth page)
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APRIL 16, 1899,BA NNER OF LIGHT.

BV HABHY MCDONALD BIOBLOW.

Beneath tbe sunset's ruddy glow 
And the hour when stare arise,

Labor doth slip away so slow, 
And shadows veil the eyes.

A little pause trom occupations 
While daylight yet shall last, 

To pray and offer supplications 
And dream ot days long Vast.

Written for tbo Banner of Light. 
BHTWHBN THU LIGHTS.

A little pause-to think and listen 
While all 1s soft and still,

As dew drops on the roses glisten— 
Their souls with love to Oil.

While sunset’s last descending ray 
Throws silver on the Howers

Day kneels upon the cliffs to pray 
With the rosary of the hours.

He counts his last beat aud then goes 
Farther toward the west,

Leaving with us tho tints of rose 
And evening’s hour ot rest.

A little pause between the lights 
To breathe old perfumes sweet-

As evening creeps across tbe heights 
With tender, nokeless feet.

A little pause, while life shall Huger, 
To dream of those once dear, 

Ire Morpheus comes with uufelt Inger 
To brush away a tear

Aud seal our eyes In death like slumber, 
For to-morrow’s work renewed;

While angels guard us without number 
To feed us heaven’s food.

Between the lights there conies to me
Soft voices from tlie past—

Which zephyrs send across Life’s sea
And through my window cast,

And one there comes from J.He’s dead years
Whose soul was sweet as musk—

I long once more to kiss thro' tears 
Between the daylight and the dusk.

[in rights reserved. To be published In book form.)

The Purpose of Life:
Or the Phenomena and Philosophy of Modern 

Spiritualism Reviewed and Explained.

BY C. G. OYSTON.

CHAPTER VI.
The Human Soul and Its Possibilities.

(Continued.)
These beacon lights all radiant with divine love beckon 

the dust clad pilgnm to gird up his loins, and press onward 
to purer joys and sweeter scenes. That sad, distressed and 
undeveloped spirit, cramped and impeded in its progress 
by the incubus of earthly attraction, hearkens to that wel
come messenger; he beholds the dawn of a summer morn, 
and recognizes these sympathetic visitors as harbingers of 
spiritual hope and peace. The bright souls of a purer life 
send forth birds emblematical of happiness and love. They 
hover over the less fortunate on joyous wing, and give ex
pression to sweetest songs of harmony and love, making 
melody in tlie d irk and gloomy brakes of the spiritual life 
Have you never, at tlie hallowing midnight hour, when not 
a sighing zephyr has stirred the trees—have you never 
beard tbe rich music of the nightingale, as it swelled on 
the still niaht air, breathing symphonies of a higher and a 
better world? Has it not awakened responsive echoes iu 
your grateful soul, and caused every nerve and fibre to 
thrill with holy joy ? Then if you have ever heard this you 
may have some taint idea of the beneficent mission of these 
thought forms to the dwellers on the threshold of the spir
itual world. They awaken the slumbering faculties of ap 
preciation, and a desire for purer conditions and higher 
joys is the result of such spiritual attention.

Every moment of their lives those holy spirits are en
gaged in some philanthropic enterprise. The vast systems 
of worlds bespangling the dome of heaven receive a por
tion of their care and loving regard. Yes, those silvery 
orbs receive continual attention from those powerful and 
benevolent boings. There is not an humblesoul, no matter 
how low and degraded be may bo, that escapes their omnis
cient eyes. There is not an angel sings the sweet song of 
the Summer Land but it affects their internal being. 
There is not a sigh emanates from the meanest child of 
earth but receives a response in their mighty God like 
breasts. No matter how far removed from light and glory 
he may be, that darkened soul receives a measurable de
gree of tbeir boundless love. It would truly be a Hercu
lean task to enumerate all their modes of enjoyment—to 
describe tbeir knowledge and stupendous power, and to de
fine the compass of their intellectual and spiritual possi
bilities; but how noble the thought, how magnificent tbe 
conception, that the meanest wretch on earth to-day will 
eventually display these indescribable powers. You here 
have latent witbin you the possibilities of those great.souls 

.. to whom we have referred, and whom you would fall down 
■ and worship could you behold them as they are. But even 
tbo ie lofty souls have dwelt in gloomy conditions of unde
velopment. They have passed through all the various 
grades of experience, and having practically encountered 
all the sorrows, pains and anxieties of human life, their 
sympathies can be unfolded for the bonetit of those who 
are travelling onward by tbe same route they have come. 
Then does it not behoove tbo inhabitants of earth to do 
their duty spirit ually in order that they may attain to these 
beatitudes of bliss?

The Spiritualist, imbued with the elevating conception 
that he is a very demi-god in disguise, should take the fore 
most stand in every reformatory movement, and on all 
occasions assist his fellow men to unfold these mighty pos
sibilities. True, some may say this is too sublime for every
day life, but when man becomes assured of his God-like 
qualities and of his future destiny as a creator to those on 
a lower plane of being—will it not give him a powerful in
centive to resist evil and to purify himself—to live as befits 
his condition as an embryo God? Yes, lie will thus feel 
himself above the petty annoyances of material life, and 
he will rise superior to all selfish motives and desires. 
When man knows that lie possesses within himself all toe 
possibilities of the archangel, then, and not till then, will 
he stand up in his majesty and native strength of soul, 
then will he assert his dignity over everything beneath 
him. Man lias been taught hitherto that he was worthless 
and insignificant indeed; but when lie is told that he is 
really and truly one of tbe gods of tbe universe, he will 
scorn to have meaner companions than is consistent with 
his dignity; he will clasp hands with tbe angel world, and 
claim kindred with tho ruling powers in the spiritual 
realm. Thus he will expand and grow, until he can grasp 
and comprehend spiritual things—his tastes and aspira
tions will be purer aud nobler, and he will reflect tbe God 
attributes even on earth. Then let your enjoyment belike 
those angels, ever striving to confer blessings upon your 
fellows, over seeking to cast roses of sympathy ou tbe rug
ged pathway of life, and the sweet messenger of charity 
will smile upon you in every daily sacrifice of your lives. 
Remember that these august rulers have not attained to 
their present stupendous heights of development without 
much suffering, without many a lone and weary toil. You 
will have to tread thepathway of difficulty and trial before 
you can reach that emiuence of enlightenment aud prog
ress. “Then look upward, ye sons cf earth 1 Let your con
dition of angelhood bo the pole-star of your life. Keep your 
minds fixed upon purity, goodness, virtue and sympathy. 
Let’every thought and every action give you an impetus 
forward to your grand destiny in the far future. ‘Crucify 
selfhood, banish inferior and grosser considerations, live 
for the uplifting of your fellows from mean pursuits, 
then when you enter the brighter world all will be well.”

But bow can the human soul manifest the attributes of 
Omnipotence, Omniscience and Omnipresence? Let us 
eee by reasoning from analogy.

True, while encased in flesh man is comparatively weak 
and feeble, but what has he not already accomplished ? He 
has made tbe most potent forces of nature subservient to 
his will. Water has been made an obedient factor and 
useful servant. The air has been compelled to unfold its 
secrete and minister to man’s requirements. Steam has 
assisted in annihilating time and space, and electricity has 

‘ been made the errand boy of mankind. By placing these 
most powerful agents of nature under his control he can 
by the exercise of thought use these mighty instruments 

' in the promotion of his comfort and progress. Thus he 
becomes a spiritual ruler in a limited degree. Man thinks, 
forms and plans, and that thought is clothed upon, or in 
other words becomes materialized. Tbe poet reaches out 
in thought into the spiritual world, disengages the loveliest

getm of description and beauty, presents them to hla f«L 
low-men In physical life, and humanity beoomee Inaplred 
‘Wmepanned the broadest rivers by hlagenius; he 
has harnessed the mightiest oataraot; he has removed 
barriers Insurmountable to all save human thought and 
power; he has promised possibilities infinite even In the 
mortal form.

But where, you ask, Is his creative power demon
strated? Ue has certainly Improved upoa nature, but 
where does he dlsolay powers akin to what we popularly 
ascribe to the Infinite Personal God? What Is that 
power which builds up atom on atom of the earthly 
body from the cradle to the grave? How does that in
ternal consciousness operate, control, mold and form un
known to tbe consciousness external? How does that 
embodied intelligence discriminate and so nicely adjust 
tbe various elements in harmonious order? How does that 
weak, feeble, puny, helpless babe-more dependent on its 
guardians than other forms of animal life—build up the 
most mysterious, complicated and marvelous machine in 
the whole universe, and manifest such symmetry and 
beauty ? Surely no one will maintain that a personal God 
Is ever devoting all attention to the building up of infant 
forms and promoting their activity. Is it not more rea
sonable to maintain that the soul within, operating 
through tbe medium of law, can accept and reject intui
tively bv means of which we are externally profoundly 
ignorant? *

Omniscience and omnipresence are manifested and ex
emplified in|degree even on earth. The most enlightened 
nations select representative minds worthy of public con 
fidence and esteem to promote the greatest good of the 
greatest number. These legislators meet in council, and 
by tbeir combined wisdom introduce means whereby not 
only is tbeir will, desire and demand received and obeyed 
by the people, but these very means employed for commu
nicating intelligence to the people are in turn adopted by 
the people to apprise their rulers of what is imperative for 
their present and ultimate good. This community of minds 
makes its knowledge known through the forces 'of na
ture. By air, steam, thought materialized in correspond
ence, and electricity, tbe remotest region of the land is 
quickly apprised of its demands, and by similar means 
the knowledge of the people is make known to tbe coun
sellors assembled. This is omniscience in degree.

Omnipresence is shown in limited form by the rulers of 
a nation utilizing their civil, military and governmental 
officials to become present, potent and real to the people 
subservient to their will. Let us now carry our deductions 
into the world of spirit. There spiritual beings who are 
ever dwelling in the earth’s atmosphere, who have not 
sufficient refinement to ascend to the spirit-world proper, 
canbscomeso conversant with the subtle powers on the 
metaphysical plane of being as to produce the remarkable 
phenomena tuat usually take place at spiritual stances. 
They can cause the particles of matter to pass through 
each other, aissip Re solid objects, or etherealize substances 
tbe most dense and compact in physical existence. They 
can collect elements from the atmosphere to render them
selves visible to mortals. They can disperse those atoms, 
and prophesy possibilities astounding to-the spiritual phi
losopher. Yet these are spirits in a comparatively low de
gree of progress.

What, then, must be tbe power of those very Gods of the 
spiritual universe already referred to? In the Sphere of 
Harmony a community of minds is deputed to watch over, 
superintend and control tbe mighty worlds revolving in 
space. Although a number of minds thus cooperate to 
promote ihe progress of each material world, perfect har
mony characterises their deliberations and proceedings. 
Having passed through every phase of human experience in 
mortal form, these mighty minds, by virtue of their practi
cal knowledge, are specially adaptable for the work as
signed them. Their great philanthropic souls are full of 
divine love, which is copiously diffused on the spiritual at
mosphere. Many a tired, weary, exhausted spiritual trav
eler feels this breathing of heavenly love, and he becomes 
strong in spirit, hopeful in aspiration, and toils on to glori 
ous beatitudes of spiritual progress. These tutelary Deities 
of each particular planet can change conditions or sur
roundings by a thought. The vibrations of tbeir souls ex 
tend far and wide, producing music, beauty, hope, aspira
tion, love and joy.

They are omnipotent as rulers of the particular planet 
that secures their regard. They are omniscient in sensing 
spiritually every requirement of the toiling millions who 
are under their watchful care. Tney are omnipresent by 
being with every soul in sympathy in respmse to the 
appeal from the particular world with which they 
are associated spiritually. These, then, are human, souls, 
who have ascended to these lofty heights of thought ana 
power. Away and beyond in the far distance of the illimit
able spiritual universe are human spirits as far beyond 
these as they are beyond the lowliest developed soul on 
earth.

Man’s spiritual being is infinite in its possibilities. He 
is ever an enigma to himself, and there can be no reason 
assigned why there should or could be a greater individu
ality throughout tbe whole realm of infinite existence. 
The origin of tbe soul of man will of course ever remain au 
impenetrable mystery. Possibly it was a unit before it 
became diffused throughout the external universe. The 
wise controlling intelligence of Medium Simon De Main very 
reasonably uses the metaphor ol a mountain, and expresses 
himself thus: “Let us lake yon mountain as an illustra
tion. There it stands, with its bead high up in the clouds. 
Its foundations are firm, and may be termed eternal in 
duration. It is solid and substantial, and looking at it you 
call it a mighty mountain. So it is; but set man to work 
with his intelligence and mechanical appliances. He be
gins to cut away one portion after another, until the whole 
of that mountain is removed, and erected into dwellings 
for the inhabitants of earth, You would then say that the 
mountain was gone, but you would not presume to assert 
that the mountain bad removed itself, but by the operation 
of tbe intelligence of man. it had become deprived of its 
stability and solidity. Tnis illustration gives you a com
prehensible idea of the reasonable nature of our position. 
If we may be allowed to use the term, we say that man 
would be an aggregation of spiritual power, when locked 
up in the bosom of the Infinite, but as soon as he becomes 
separated into units, even as that mountain becomes disu
nited and separated into prrts, so does Deity become dif
fused and dispersed throughout the vast universe of exist
ence. Mau, in his highest phase of development, is capable 
of manifesting all the attributes ascribed to Deity, and 
could you but behold him in his most advanced aspect, he 
would far exceed the most intelligent conception you can 
possibly form of the Great Ged of the illimitable uni
verse.”

[To be continued.!

Ten Great Questions

Propounded by the Editor of the Banner of Light 
Answered through the Mediumship of 

W. J. COLVILLE.

“WHY?”
1. Why Is it that tbe arisen statesmen, orators aud scholars show 

so little progress In many of their so-called communications with 
the people of earth ?

2. Why is It that they appear to have retrograded iu their knowl
edge ot grammar, rhetoric, public affairs, and memory of striking 
events in history ?

3. Wliy Is it that returning spirits make use of the same sentences, 
repeat the same stories, and express the same platitudes at tbeir 
every appearance Iu tlie sdauce-room ?

4. Why Is it that tlie Daisies, the Maudles, tlie Floras, the Mabels, 
et als., even atter thirty or forty years lu spirit-life, continue to ap
pear as little children, showing no Intellectual and spiritual advance
ment through that long peilod of time ?

5. Why is It that many spirits couch tbeir messages in such gen
eral terms as to make it possible to apply tbeir words with equal 
trutli to a dozen individuals of widely different natures ?

c. Why is it that they can say uo more than " We are happy I" 
“ We love jou I” ‘ God otess you ! Good-bye 1” when we would hold 
the breath of our souls to hear something ot their life In spirit-laud, 
and receive some advice that would enable us to live belter here ?

7. Why Is It that so many of them manifest little or no Interest in 
human progress, and are so ominously silent with regard to all ques
tions relating to man’s moral, spiritual aud educational advance
ment ?

8. Why Is It that they lay so little stress upon duty in relation to 
Spiritualists, aud fall to say one word in behalf ot Spiritualism as 
the one factor of value In humanizing and civilizing tlie race ?

9. Why Is It that they have advised large gifts to Unlversalist, 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches, and not urged the wealthy 
Spiritualists to erect temples, schools and colleges In the name of 
Spiritualism ?

10. Why Is it that after fifty years Spiritualists can show no estab
lished schools, no endowed colleges nor charitable associations, as 
monuments erected by Spiritualism 1

Ans. 1.—The word “so-called” is in many respects quite 
well-timed, as it has frequently occurred, and is occurring 
still, that sensitives who are in no way dishonest or im
pure in their ambitions, are nevertheless particularly de
sirous ito, pose as mediums, through whom the specially 
great, noble and illustrious of ancient and recent times 
communicate. What is now generally styled Auto sugges
tion, aided by a suggestive influence furnished by near 
friends and sympathetic sitters, continually acts to pro
duce an over-statement with regard to the source whence 
messages proceed. The following proposition will throw 
much Tight on a perplexing problem.

Bare falsehood rarely exists in connection with auto
matic writing, trance-speaking or any mental phase of al
leged spiritual communion, but exaggerated statements 
are not at all uncommon, and these are frequently due to

the fact that desire and expsotsnoy united, serveto bring 
a sensitive nature Into some degree of payonlo Intercourse 
with the object, sphere or Individual toward which aspira
tion, coupled with expectation, la steadily directed; there 
is. therefore, some degree of influx from tne state In spirit- 
lite represented by tbe name of the poet, philosopher, states 
man, or whoever else may bo specially designated as tho 
source whence the message flows.

Many years ago In London, before our work In America 
nnmmanoed. wo wore introduoad to a musical medium at “Hukl Institute in High Holborn sustained for 
many years under direction of tho well known James 
Burns founder and editor of the Medium and Daybreak, a 
naper at that time circulating widely all over tne world 
wherever interest in Spiritualism had been exerted. Ihe 
musical stances, which were given in the Institute, were 
announced in the newspapers, and the public invited to 
hear a lady play under inspiration of Mozart. Not unnat
urally the listeners expected something of a musical treat, 
but they attended once a week for a few months, and still 
tbe performance was entirely amateurish, and generally 
far below tlie average renditions of a progressive school 
girl in ber early teens.

The writer of this article saw clairvoyantly, and beard 
clairaudiently much that threw clear light on the unsatls- 
facto ry episode. Mozart was represented i n a vision to the 
writer as the chief of a musical colony in the spirit-world, 
while it was declared by a spirit voice that he while on 
earth, in earliest childhood, was the recipient of inspiration 
trom a musical sphere which found in him while yet a tiny 
boy exactly the instrument needed to articulate some of 
the utterances of the members of that sphere who wished 
to lead the world below into higher avenues of musical ex- 
pression. The lady in London, whose mediocre strummings 
produced a frequent laugh among the musicians present, 
who ridiculed tiie idea of Mozart influencing a woman to 
produce such utterly inane musical platitudes, was being 
automatically influenced (not mentally inspired) by one of 
the members of the Mozart school in spirit-life who was a 
special friend of hers, and greatly attached to her husband's 
family, and as she was very much delighted with the idea 
of receiving messages from so illustrious a composer as 
Mozart she took it for granted (and positively resented 
any other interpretation) that Mozart in propria persona 
was at her wrist or elbow directly moving her fingers across 
the keyboard of the piano.

That is but one out of hundreds of similar facts which 
have come under our immediate notice, and it is surely 
well for old Spiritualists and young inquirers alike to con
sider the great need of distrusting mere claims, and trust
ing to a foolish, false dignity attached to a meagre utter
ance, because it is said to emanate from some highly ex
alted personage. As to progress in spirit-life, that is a 
subject which must be treated in an essay by itself; but 
even when direct communion is enjoyed with some truly 
wise aud philanthropic spirit, the question of oratory,.or 
even polite diction, depends largely upon the oratorical 
capabilities of the earthly instrument employed. The 
higher intelligences are specially interested in communi
cating ideas which they must often communicate under 
serious difficulties through tbe only available sensitives in 
certain times and places; we would therefore urge that 
more attention be paid to the underlying quality of a mes
sage and less to its external garb, when evidences are 
sought as to tbe source from which it emanates.

A. 2,-Tbis question is partly answered in the reply to 
the foregoing; it only needs to be reiterated, that when 
one uses a machine other than the one specially constructed 
by his own soul for its individual expression, he works at 
considerable disadvantage. Again and again we are com
pelled to call attention to the need of granting quiet, well- 
harmonized conditons in wnmu young sensitives can un
told their spiritual gifts apart from the distractions of the 
public ball or miscellaneous circle.

In order to extract from the guiding intelligences, when 
such are of an advanced order, the information much de 
sired, it is essential that the brain of the medium should be 
so sensitized that it is easy for the spirit to flash words and 
scenes directly upon the prepared screen or in other and 
more automatic instances, to so guide the vocal organs 
that they directly respond to tbe wish of the directing 
guide. There is yet a higher means of direct communion 
with exalted intelligences, and that is through seersbip of 
the Sibylline type, but to secure this method it is absolutely 
essential that some few specially adapted sensitives should 
be set apart for their work, and devoted, as in ancient 
times, entirely to the temple service. It is impossible to 
get the most precise results, and meet the exacting require
ments of honest, scientific students of phenomena, unless 
some provision is made for the harmonic sequestration of 
a few seers of to-day, so that iu specially-prepared shrines 
they may exercise a degree of mediumship incompatible 
with ordinary business and domestic life.

Mediumship intelligently cultivated does not tend to 
neurotic disorders, but it does call for an unusually sensi
tive temperament and general condition, and we are bold 
to say that if people cry out for what they can only obtain 
through special methods of culture, and they will have 
none of those methods, their cry must continue to be in 
vain.

A. 3.—The partioular occurrences referred to in this 
question have reference chiefly to those public seances 
and miscellaneous gatherings whore conditions only per
mit of a very limited display of inspiration. It may be 
asked why do actors constantly present the same plays, 
elocutionists recite the same pieces, singers sing the same 
songs, instrumental musicians render the same composi
tions, and popular speakers deliver the same set orations 
constantly? And ceitainly when we enter the realm of 
story-telling we shall find that wits, humorists, and after- 
dinner entertainers are usually given to the extreme of 
tautology if one follows them around and listens to the 
staple of their coavarsation. The unseen speakers through 
average mediums at popular circles are not the wisest of 
the wise; they are not phenomenally original or versatile, 
and the sensitives through whom they manifest are gener
ally incapable, at least in mixed and crude circumstances, 
of affording conditions for any new or striking originality.

A. 4.—Though a truthful answer to this question may 
ruthlessly dispel some popularly cherished illusions, it is 
necessary to remark that all assertion to tbe contrary the 
great majority of people one meets in ordinary society on 
earth mage very little progress intellectually or otherwise, 
even during so long a period as thirty, forty, or more years. 
There are certainly many notable instances where persons 
make solid, substantial and even wonderful progress dur
ing very much shorter periods, but the average adult 
“Flora,” “Mabel,” or any one else you choose to instance, 
remains very stationary during the major portion of an 
ear hly lifetime.

Progress of a palpable sort in an appreciable length of 
time results either from special impulse from within, or 
stimulus from without, or both combined. It is quite true 
that wherever there is strong desire to make advancement 
in any direction means are at Hand, but whether on earth 
or in immediately adjacentspirit states, there is temporary 
satisfaction felt with a certain limited condition of attain
ment, that condition becomes temporarily, though it can
not be eternally, fixed. If a certain kind of work is called 
for on earth, and many people are satisfied to do it during 
a prolonged period, this can take place on either side the 
Veil.

The “ Maudbs,” and others, who frequent public stances 
and also attend upon mediums who give private sittings, 
are engrossed in a certain kind of ministration congenial to 
them, and satisfying to the bulk of those who seek to in
terview tliem. All these influences who display such lim
ited intelligence are educatable, and should the medium 
through whom they manliest truly desire a higher and 
more dignified, intellectual phenomenon, she would either 
attract other influences, or stimulate her present familiars 
to advance in the direction most desired. Time is not so 
arbitrary iu spirit-life as it is and trust be on earth, but it 
is always true that where there is strong persistent desire 
for progress, progress will ensue, but it is impossible so long 
as complete satisfaction is felt with an existing condition.

A. 5—The messages referred to in this connection are 
of a vague, general character, for twQ reasons. In the first 
place, there are many communicating spirits who have 
nothing like perfect knowledge concerning the law of 
thought transferrence or the automatic control of the vo
cal organs of a medium, therefore the transmitted thought 
is necessarily imperfect or lacking in distinct and detailed 
outline.

In the second place there are many sensitives who re
ceive some degree of impression from spirit helpers who 
are by no means so fully developed that tnese intelligences 
can impress them with all such particular information as 
would lender a message convincing and startlingly accu
rate. It is also often the case that timidity and undue self
consciousness on tbe part of a sensitive appearing before 
the public, or even one who is working in private, is such 
that tue sensitive’s own mind works suggestively to the 
detriment of any direct result from inspiration. Again, 
wo are compelled to insist that certain sibylline conditions 
are essential to direct individual messages, and it is need
ful (or the sibyl to live above fear of losing reputation as a 
psychic and also above the need of giving sat itf action to sit
ters as a means of livelihood.

A great many mediumistic persons are thoroughly honest 
and conscientious in the extreme, but they are very anx
ious to give satisfaction to tbeir sitters and nervously 
afraid of failures. Such overwrought or apprehensive 
mental states are detrimental, and in some instances de
structive, of results. In private places, where necessary 
mental conditions are observed, the most exact informa
tion is frequently given, but in crowded halls or hurried 
private sittings, or wherever nervousness or indifference 
prevails, satisfactory results can never be forthcoming.

A. G.-Though it is certainly a fact that many communi
cations given to earnest people are very unsatisfactory 
when such people apply to sensitives who devote their 
time and energies almost entirely to public stances or to 
ordinary conventional sittings of the stereotyped variety, 
all who are ready to “hold the breath of their souls” to 
catch words of instruction from the realm of spirit, need

not remain destitute ortho knowledge they crave, lor there 
•re multitude# who oan enooeufally and most profitably 
praotloe the habit of concentration without having re
course to publlo mediumship, and receive In the direotest 
manner possible communications from the spirit friends 
who are truly nearest to them In loving sympathy. Very 
frequently we bear complaints that nodefinite descriptions 
of spirit life are given; our venerable friend, Oapt. Gould, 
Is one who has voiced that complaint In no uncertain tones 
through the Banner of Light. While wo do not find any 
fault with such an outcry, we must say that a great deal of 
definite information is often given.

In 1885, when we were working In England, we were 
speolally privileged to enjoy opportunities for private me
diumship of a delightfully entertaining and most Instruct
ive character. Through the present writer,,and through 
other sensitives, hundreds of olreot answers were given to 
the most searching catechetical inquiries concerning life 
and work in the spirit-spheres. Select meetings were held 
in London and In Manchester, at which questions were put 
consecutively by several highly-educated literary and pro
fessional men and women, and the bulk of the information 
gathered reserved for publication. In an old issue of the 
Medium and Daybreak will be found the first instalment 
of a book announced but never published. Should the 
public demand such a work as a contribution to the litera
ture of Spiritualism, we are prepared to furnish it, though 
much ot the original manuscript was destroyed by fire at 
the time the plates of some of our books were burned in 
London. Private circles can be organized anywhere where 
sincere inquirers are ready to devote themselves to patient 
investigation and much priceless matter can soon be accu
mulated in the archives of any private society.

A. 7.—Painful though it may be to tell the truth at all 
times, we cannot keep silence when such questions as the 
above are put to us. Honesty compels us to relate that 
"progressive Spiritualists" as a class are just as bigotedly 
devoted to the old monopolistic, conservative regime as the 
most hide-bound membeisof strictly orthodox or materi
alistic fraternities. Though there is always a "great pub
lic ” who will listen gladly to the exposition of truly ad
vanced and enlightened views of human progress, Spiritu
alists as a people are no more and no less willing than any 
other set of individuals to hear an outspoken presentation 
of inspired philosophy. Prof. Loveland’s recent letter to 
the Progressive Thinker of Chicago (Mai ch 18,1899) is thor
oughly timely, and deserves serious and prompt attention.

To answer the question why many spirits show little or 
no interest in the most vital matters pertaining to human 
progress, it is necessary to give a two-fold reply: 1st. These 
spirits who are specially attracted to persons who are 
thoroughly satisfied with existing conditions are them
selves unawakened as yet to anything beyond. 2d, When
ever enlightened attention is given to gieat reformatory 
measures the inspiring intelligences are dubbed “ cranks/’ 
and much worse by the very “progressive ” Spiritualists who 
measure everything by the one-loot rule of their own prej
udices.

Henry George, Edward Bellamy, and many other noble 
spirits who have recently passed to spirit-life are leady to 
communicate, but if Single Tax is a “ fad,” and a true the
ory of industrial cooperation is a " delusion,” it would not 
be wise or practical to give teachings to people who would 
contemptuously spurn them. Spiritualists are themselves 
to blame for all the limitations in philosophy which they 
are now bemoaning, and it ie a cause for sincere congratu
lation that there is a spirit of enquiry and unrest at pres
ent rampant, as it promises well for much higher revela
tions in the near future.

People can get what they demand, and as their inmost 
thoughts and desires are read by guardian spirits ministra
tion can and will be made in accordance with the aspira
tions now awakening. Too many people will hearken only 
to whatever flatters their own vanity and endorses their 
preconceived opinions, and there are many spirits near the 
earth who honestly share the opinions of those with whom 
they communicate, and as some light can be thrown on 
spirit-life even through such limited ministrations, the 
poorest of messages and the slenderest evidence may be 
used as a stepping-stone to higher communications in 
future.

A. 8 —The word duty is a somewhat arbitrary one, a nd 
though if the word be employed in the widest conceivable 
sense, Spiritualism is “the one factor of value in human
izing and civilizing the race,” we cannot join with those 
shortsighted ones who confine the idea of Spiritualism 
within the narrow limits of an ostensible spiritualistic 
movement. When the estimate of ten million Spiritual
ists in the United States was made many years ago, such 
an estimate of course included multitudes who were in no 
way nominally identified with any special organizations.

The "Cause ” is furthered through inspiration in many 
places where the name of Spiritualism is unknown, and 
there are many, many people all over the world who are 
working under the noblest spiritual direction, who have a 
keen sense of duty, and indeed a sense of privilege which 
is much higher. Clairvoyance and other spiritual powers 
are very necessary to discern the real working of the un- 
seen in human life, and though we hope and believe that 
nominal and professed Spiritualists are many of them 
waking to a sense of imperative duty in these high regards, 
we unhesitatingly predict a very great accession to the 
ranks of Spiritualism within the present and the next 
succeeding year, and many of these new but in no sense 
raw recruits will be found to be people whose sense of 
solemn obligation with regard to human welfare will be 
seen to be profound. Regret not the passing but welcome 
the coming day is our sincerest counsel to all who ask this 
question.

A. 9.—Three causes may be assigned for the above pre
dicament; the first aud commonest is that there are many 
spirits who are still attached to institutions as well as to 
persons whom they highly regarded when on earth, and as 
entrance into spirit-life does not at once radically change 
the affections of humanity, there are many spirits who are 
still working in the interests of the institutions they sup
ported while on earth. A second reason is that actual good 
philanthropic work is often done through ecclesiastical 
machinery, and though liberal theologians may object to 
many “ Orthodox ” doctrines, there is no essential disa
greement between Universalism and Spiritualism, as both 
systems teach continuity of life, progress in the hereafter, 
and the ultimate salvation of tbe entire human family 
from all that is now called sin and error. A third reason is 
that many truly advanced spirits having outgrown all party 
lines and prejudices, are not interested in simply denomi
national propaganda; therefore they counsel those whom 
they can influence to contribute wherever they see good 
can be accomplished, and that is often entirely outside the 
pale of all sectarian or even public organizations.

Temples, schools and colleges, erected and sustained 
merely in the name of Spiritualism, would not necessarily 
carry a spiritualizing influence into the world. The author 
of tbe old recitation, "No Sect in Heaven,’’.had certainly 
grasped something of the feeling which prevails in the 
higher circles of spiritual existence, now in contact with 
the earth. Whenever and wherever real good can be done 
by building temples, etc., in the name of Spiritualism, such 
counsel will be given; and, pardon us for saying it, often 
has been given, and in many instances it has passed un
heeded. We have often urged upon well to-do Spiritualists 
the desirability of taking active steps toward opening and 
maintaining a Home and College on a very moderate scale 
for tbe nurture and development of psychic gifts and the 
study of psychic law, as well as for teaching along purely 
psychic l.nes; but hitherto no response has been forthcom
ing which would justify any one to do more than rent tem
porary premises. If good is being done by church organize 
i ions, it is better that they should flourish than that a 1 press
ing needs should be absolutely neglected, but it is a serious 
fact which ought to be considered by all conscientious and 
earnest Spiritualists that the present prevalence of ques
tionable it not fraudulent manifestations, and tbe lament
able dearth of available unmistakably-genuine phenomena 
are in many instance! due tothe lack of necessary places in 
which incipient mediumship can be developed and brought 
out gradually before tbe public.

We have no sympathy with the simple erection of a 
school or college labeled spiritualistic, in which only the 
same teaching can be obtained as is given in many other 
institutions with other labels. Our special interest is in a 
School-Home tor the development of psychic gifts or en
dowments, also in tlie erection and adequate, though sim
ple, maintenance of a good plain, substantial and compara
tively inexpensive hall or temple where- public meetings as 
well as semi-private gatherings can be held. Possibly in 
Australia the way will open shortly for something definite
ly practical. Such simple, reasonable plans as we are pre
pared to lay before all interested are thoroughly feasible 
and can be carried out in every city of tbe United States 
as well as in many other countries, and there are workers 
ready and able to take charge of them.

A. 10 —Chiefly because during the past fifty-one years a 
large part of the work 6f Spiritualism has been necessarily 
desultory, itinerant and preparatory. But there is another 
side to tbe question of "charitable institutions” which is 
often overlooked Orphanages, homes for tbe destitute, 
etc., etc., are all better than making no provision for the 
indigent and helpless; but we cannot refrain from reiter
ating our oft repeated word that homes are better than asy
lums, and to our positive knowledge large numbers of per
sons during the past twenty years have been led by direct 
spiritual guidance to adopt or otherwise care for many 
orphan children and to offer refuge to the needy of a kind 
far higher and more spiritual than institutionalized “ char
ity."

If the special work of Spiritualism is to leaven for good the 
mass of humanity rather than to add one more vaunting 
sect to the many which now divide humanity, it is in vain 
to expect that old methods will be copied and the spirits 
everlastingly Interested in urging a continuance or sys
tems which in the light of higher perception and revela
tion cannot be pronounced ideal. Spiritualism is a race- 
movement, and as the twentieth century dawns the buried 
seed will sprout so vigorously and luxuriantly as to greatly 
surprise all our kind-hearted pessimists.



(Sultans Spiritualism:. EXTRAORDINARY INDEED!
THB DAFFODILS.

BY MH8. A. F. HAWW.LB.

The Daffodils are springing up, 
The golden Daffodils)

How brave they are this wintry day 
To dare lift up a single cup.

Twenty I counted In the grass;
My heart just beat with joy; 

Reaching above each tiny leaf 
They clustered In oue mass.

I paused to learn the lesson 
Their life of beauty brings, 

Aud my heart grew soft and tender 
Toward every living thing.

A bird flew by with wing of blue 
And dropped one note of love;

Is human life one halt so bright- 
One half so sweet and true?

No matter what tho weather is, 
You ’ll hear a song of gladness, 

And the flowers burst above the sod, 
■ Happy to break away the clod.

March 25, 1899.

Uncle Philo Writes Again.
Dear Children, of The Banner: I have read 

your letters every week, and have felt as if 
you were all speaking to me when you wrote 
them. I am glad you ask so many questions, 
and I know that Lotela, Winona, Sunbeam 
and Leona are all pleased to answer them. 
Keep on with your letters; it will do you good 
to write them, and the questions you ask make 
grown people shake their heads and wonder 
what they would say in reply, if you had asked 
them, instead of the spirits, to tell you what 
you want to know.

Now, I am going to-ask you, boys and girls of 
The Banner, a very strange question. Are 
you kind to the little kittens, puppies, lambs, 
squirrels and other animals you see around 
you? I hope you are. You can hukt them all 
very much, and they have no means of telling 
you so. The spirit people want tbe earth
children to be kind and good to all living area 
tures, because life is sacred. Therefore, It is 
not right to throw stones at poor kitty just to 
see her run, nor to tie tin pans to doggie's tail 
to make him bark, nor to chase the lambs 
about the field, nor to rob birds’ nests, nor to 
shoot squirrels and take away what they have 
jQ_live upon. I hope none of the boys and 
girls of The Banner circle ever do these cruel 
things.

I once knew a boy who was very fond of 
beech nuts. He gathered all he could of them, 
but he wanted more. It seemed to him as if 
the squirrels got more than their share, so he 
thougnt he would rob one brightlittle squirrel 
who worked so fast as to make him think the 
little animal must have ever to many beech 
nuts stored away in theground. Just think of 
it! A big strong boy robbing a pcor innccent 
little squirrel of everything he was to eat dur
ing the long months of winter! He didn’t 
think of the f quirrel at all, so he got a shovel 
and a hoe, and dug open the little squirrel’s 
nest. He found many beech-nuts, to be sure, 
but just as he had taken all of the nuts away, 
the squirrel came running up with his mouth 
full of nice plump nuts to add to his treasure 
in the ground.

When .he saw that his nest had been torn 
onen and robbed, he dropped the nuts out of 
his mouth, raised himself upon his hind feet, 
and made the most piteous cry you can im
agine. The cry of the squirrel went to the 
big boy’s heart, yet he aid not give up the 
beechnuts. When he got borne he told his 
mamma what he had done, and showed the 
nuts he had taken from the squirrel. His 
mamma was a Spiritualist, and she dearly 
loved her boy and wanted him to do right. 
She looked at him a moment, then her eyes 
filled, and she said: “Could mu boy rob an 
innocent little squirrel of everything he had 
to eat? 1 am sorry to know it, if be did.” 
This was too much even for the big boy. He 
threw himself upon tbe sofa, and cried himself 
to sleep. Every time he thought of the squir
rel afterwards, he felt uncomfortable, ana he 
never forgot the little animal's cry of distress. 
He saw what he had done; he had not only 
taken all of the squirrel’s food, but he had 
destroyed the house in which the little fellow 
was to protect himself from the cold, cold 
winter. The boy said to himself that he would 
never rob another squirrel, and I am glad to 
tell you that he never did. He felt very badly 
all of his life long, because of what he did to 
that one squirrel. My advice to all of the 
children of The Banner is this: Be kind to 
all living creatures, as well as to your papas, 
mammas, sisters, brothers and little friends. 
If you love birds and animals, they will surely 
love you, and you can be happy by helping to 
make them happy.

Your affectionate Uncle Philo.

The Smile and The Frown.
BY SYLVANUS LYON.

“ A heart full of sweetness, or a life full of bitterness, 
A pain or all pleasantness, a smile or a frown will 

bestow.” —Leo.

Once a Smile and a Frown dwelt in the same 
house with two persons. Oft and anon they 
strove to rule and conquer, aud there were 
many witnesses.

The old Frown was dark, cold, and at times 
fierce and stormy, causing terror to many. 
The sweet Smile wooed and loved, and only 
ruled with gentle influences. The Frown 
scolded, at times fiercely, making maid and 
lady miserable. Oh! how the sweet Smile re
joiced little children, and gave happiness and 
hope to the weak, and like a merry sunburst, 
blessed many hearts.

“lam like the tempest and furies, with an
ger and passion,” said the Frown, "and make 
many hate—if obeying”—and "1," said tho 
sweet Smile, "can only love to delight many.”

Then there was a trial effort for all the wit
nesses, and in the end the loving, happy Smile 
was most welcome. Even the cat and dog, and 
all the animals seemed to love Smiles, for the 
dark Frown was hateful, and often with scolds 
and passion, sorrowed hearts and lives—and 
thus

THE VERDICT.

A wise one said: “A Smile will travel from 
heart to heart, from home to home, round the 
whole world, imparting hope and happiness.”

“ Yes,” answered a fair one, " I have known 
a Frown to wound, blight, and curse, and harm 
weak ones.”

And then an innocent child whispered: 
“Mamma tells me Smiles give happiness all the 
day to every one, everywhere, but Frowns and 
Scolds, like thorns, pierce and wound.”

THE SUMMING UP.
And it came to pass that all the witnesses— 

all the good and wise—of every place, voted the 
Smile the conqueror.

MORAL.
Little sunbeams melt great icebergs; thus 

Smiles cheer, bless and rejoice hearts. Peace, 
with content, is true riones; but Anger and 
Frowns only harm. Who can reckon the value 
of happiness—that comes of Smiles and Love 
with good—God?

Letters from the Children.
Dear Little Sunbeam: I read your nice letter 

you sent me, and was so glad to hear from 
you. I read the letters you write in tbe Ban- 
neb of Light, and am deeply interested in 
them. I would be very much pleased to join 
your " Sunday Club,” so you may put my name 
down as one.of your members, and I shall do 
all I oan to help others. We are having a va
cation from school now, and we are going back

This is Probably the Strongest Druggist’s 
Testimonial on Record.

It Proves Dr. Greene’s Nervura Ilie Greatest Health Giver
and Best of Spring Remedies.

E. G. Parsons, the well-known druggist of Onset, Mass., makes the following remarkable 
communication:

"Five years ago my wife was clear down 
completely prostrated by nervous debility. Sho 
hung wavering for a long time between life and 
death, until finally It turned in favor of life. 
She was as sick a person' as I over saw live. We 
gave her Dr. Greene’s Nervura blood and nerve 
remedy, and it cured her. No doctor nor any 
other medicine she ever took did her half the 
good of Dr. Greene’s Nervura. And now, when
ever she feels herself going down a bit, she 
takes a few doses of Nervura, which settles 
the case at once in favor of restored health. _ I 
freely and decidedly say it is the king of all 
medicines, and I cannot say enough it its favor 
fiom my own experience and the report of oth
ers. I am aware that Dr. Greene is a regular 
physician, which adds to its value.”

If this startling proof of the astonishing efli 
oacy and wonderful power to cure of that most 
marvelous of medicines, Dr. Greene’s Nervura 
blood and nerve remedy, will not influence all 

& to seek health and strength through its use, we 
feel that no proof short of actually experi
encing its great and grand curative powers 
will suffice. To our mind, the fact that Dr. 

^ Greene, of 34 Temple Place, Boston, Mass., its 
discoverer, who is a physician of widest expe
rience, can be consulted by any one absolutely 

without charge or cost, either personally or by letter, makes the cure of the people afflicted by 
disease assured beyond doubt..

tides In Inward wrestling with the mental de
mon of uncharitable feeling. To wrestle with 
a bad feeling only pins our attention on It, and 
keeps It still fastemd In the mind, whereas If 
wo act as If from some better feeling, the old 
bad feeling soon folds its tent, like an Arab, 
and silently steals away.”

Charles Scribner's Sons, Now York.

pIGHTING IN CUBAN WATERS, or 
1 Under Schley on the Brooklyn.— 
Tho " Old Glory Series ” for young people, so 
well begun by “ Under Dewey at Manila,” tho 
most widely-ordered juvenile of last season, 
and equally well-continued by "A Young Vol
unteer in Cuba,” is now splendidly sustained 
by Mr. Stratlmeyer's latest work.

In " Fighting in Cuban Waters,” Walter Rus
sell, brother to Larry and Ben, the respective 
heroes of the two preceding volumes of the se
ries, finds his way to Boston, secures employ
ment, enlists in tho navy; and is assigned to 
tho Brooklyn. Then follow intensely interest
ing chapters, telling of Commodore Schley, the 
idol of his men; the routine of the life of the 
“Jackies,” aud blockade and discovery of Cer 
vera’s fleet, followed by the memorable con
flict of July 3. Walter has meanwhile met 
with all the adventures that the skilful author 
knows so well howto introduce, including an 
unexpected trip on the Merrimac, under Lieu
tenant Hobson, and a subsequent experience 
among Cuban patriots and Spanish soldiers, 
being rescued at Guantanamo in time to re
turn aud be at his post in the glorious victory. 
At the end the three brothers are united at 
the home of their formerly mean and miserly 
uncle, who has turned over a new leaf.

To many "Fighting in Cuban Waters” will 
be the strongest book of the three. Walter has 
the same winsome, manly qualities that dis- 

> tinguished his brothers, and meets with fully 
as thrilling experiences, which, however, are 
none too strong for parallel in unnumbered 
cases during the remarkable recent conflict. 
In point of information conveyed there is no 
superior among the boys’ nooks of this genera
tion. The order of rank in the navy, and man- 
of-war life in detail, are cleverly and accurate
ly presented, while histoiically the volume 
might serve as a work of reference for most of 
the eventi in Cuban waters from the dtstruc- 
tion of the "Maine” to the beaching of the 
Spanish fleet. All statements are substantiated 
with great care from reports and personal nar
ratives. The boys will want this book and 
should have it. Price $1.25.

Lee A Sheoard, Boston. Order of Banner of 
Light Pub. Co.

Monday. I think you and your spirit friends 
have helped me in a good many ways, and I 
thank you so much. 1 read the poem in The 
Banner entitled " Our Heavenly Home,” and 
thought it beautiful. I shall try and see what 
a nice home I can build there. I will sit up in 
the parlor evenings, and I wish you would see 
if you can come to me and bring your spirit 
friends with you. I think the letters which 
you and Leona, Lotela and Winona write are 
just lovely, and I am so glad my letter was the 
first one you ever had in spiriblife, and am so 
glad I wrote it to you. Well, I guess I shall 
close for this time, as I have to practice, Sun
beam dear, and I shall write again some other 
time. Give my love to Winona, Leona, Lo
tela, and all the rest of the dear spirit-friends, 
aud lots of love for you. Linnie Towle.

P. S.—Please excuse me, Sunbeam, for not 
writing before.

21 Bartlett street, April 7,1899.

f itOTig gtpiiiwiiL
JOURNAL OF OSTEOPATHY.-Have you 

read in the current issue "How an Iowa 
Man Came to be Thought Crazy Because Dr. 
Still Set His Hip"? He was preparing to go 
to Chicago to have bis leg amputated, because 
eminent physicians informed him his trouble 
was sub-acute traumatic synovitis, and they 
could do nothing more for him. For some 
reason, instead of continuing his journey to 
Chicago, he changed carsand at length found 
himself in Dr. A. T. Still's office at Kirksville. 
Dr. Still did not discover any such malady as 
above described. He confined his work to the 
hip region, and within a few minutes said:

"You can go now.”
" Well, does it have to be amputated ?" 
"Of course not.”
"Do you think you can really help me?” 
“ Your leg is now well—you can use it.” 
A dark look passed over the Iowa man’s face. 

It was the terrible resentment and anger that 
men feel when they believe their fates are 
being trifled with.

" Do you think that I came ’way down here 
to be made a fool of, and to be told that there 
is nothing wrong with me? I’ll have you to 
know”—and the Iowa man used words as 
strong as his feelings.

Abuse was not what Dr. Still was expecting 
in return for such a service as setting a hip, 
aud he told the Iowa man in words as short as 
his own that if he did not like the job he could 
“clear out of there” as fast as his legs would 
carry him.

The patient had gained his feet during the 
arraignment, and to his amazement found he 
could stand erect and use that leg which had 
been so near the grave with its sub acute trau
matic synovitis. He found it worked like it 
used to. He could stand on it, raise it, turn 
it and wabble it like any good leg ought to. 
His anger suddenly turned to a delirium of 
joy, and without an apology to his benefactor, 
without any notice of him, without noticing 
anybody, without asking about fees, he sa
shayed iuto the hall, cut a pigeon-wing down 
the corridor to the fiont door, continued his 
antics down the sidewalk like an urchin out 
of prison and danced on to the depot, whf ■ 
he wired his wife that he was cured and could 
walk as well as any one.

This dispatch produced consternation that 
day in a home in Iowa. It was sad enough that 
the head of the house bad gone to Chicago to 
have his leg cut off. This telegram was taken 
as conclusive proof that the patient bad in ad 
dition to lameness gone insane, and wandered 
down into Missouri, and was now deluded with 
the idea that his leg had never had that terri
ble sub acute traumatic synovitis. A trusty 
friend with muscles of iron was selected as 
warden, and sent by first train to Kirksville, to 
capture the orazv man, and bring him back for 
confinement. His confirmatory telegram in 
due time, saying that the lame leg was indeed 
well—as the story goes—puzzled the friends to 
know if everybody who reached Kirksville 
went crazy. But the man was well, and shortly 
returned home with bis warden to give evi
dence to his wife and friends of his miraculous 
recovery. He had been a sufferer from hip dis
location, and Dr. Still cured him. He never 
used crutches again. Kirksville, Mo.

THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AND THE
SEXUAL RELATIONS, from the German 

of Karl Heiuzon, is now published in a com
plete English edition. Karl Heinzen “ counted 
as bis friends only the most enlightened men 
of his time, who could appreciate his quiet 
greatness.” Among these friends are espec
ially mentioned Wendell Phillips, William 
Lloyd Garrison and Charles Sumner.

Wendell Phillips said concerning him: “I 
never met him on the streets without a feeling 
of the highest respect, and this respect I paid 
the rare, almost unexampled courage of the 
man. Mr. Heinzen in this respect stands al
most alone among the immigrants to these 
shores. His idea of human right had no limita
tion. His respect for the rights of a human 
being as such was not to be shaken.”

He knew of no loftier ambition than obedi
ence to his own teachings: “Learn to endure 
everything, only not slavery; learn to dispense 
with everything, only not self-respect; learn to 
lose everything, only not yourself. All else in 
life is worthless, delusive and fickle. Man’s 
only sure support is in himself, iu bis indi
viduality. resting iu its own power and sov
ereignty.”

The above is but a glimpse of the man who

wrote on “The Rights of Women”—an ad
dress to an unknown lady reader. The views 
expressed may shock the masses, butthose who 
think seriously will consider bis premises 
deeply before expressing an opinion.

The opening chapters comprise a historical 
review of the legal position of women. We 
then come to the chapter on "The Emancipa
tion of Women,” concerning which hesajs: 
" Without a true conception of and strict ad
herence to tbe feminine nature, every attempt 
at emancipation must necessarily lead to error 
and absurdity. If the woman oversteps the 
limits of her nature and destiny, she doesnot 
find an elevated standpoint in her thought 
upon which she could place herself.”

"Woman is to participate in public and po
litical life only as far as is consistent with her 
nature; but if public and political life has 
hitherto been so coarse and violent that only 
masculine nature and strength could perform 
the chief work in it, it neither follows for the 
past that the smaller part the more delicate na 
ture of woman could necessarily have played 
in public life ought to have furnished a stan
dard for her human rights, nor does it follow 
for the future that the work of public and po
litic il life will always remain so coarse aud vi
olent as it has been uni il now, aud that there
fore the participation of woman in the same 
must always meet with the same difficulties.”

" Let us imagine history without war, or the 
weaker sex capable of engaging in war, aud 
the entire position of woman is changed iu an 
instant. Among warlike nations the woman 
was of least value, and the abolition of war is 
the liberation of woman.”

The chapters on tho “Passive Prostitution of 
Women,” the “Active Prostitution of Men,” 
“ The Excesses of Men,” are certainly truthful 
if not pleasant to dwell upon. He pays a trib
ute to women in the chapters on religion, say
ing: “What often becomes clear to the man 
only after long reflection, sometimes flashes up 
in the woman at once. The vigor and logic of 
thought are in her replaced by more direct and 
more correct operations of the feelings, and a 
sort of mental sight. But where a female na 
ture has once attained the strength to trans
late the language of tbe feelings iuto the lan
guage of thought, she is capable of surprising 
the most daring philosophers.”

In regard to divorce aud marriage, ho advo
cates absolute freedom, saying: “I believe 
that even on the basis of our present condi
tions, no danger would accrue to society if the 
law should decree the following:

“1. A marriage shall be dissolved when both 
parties demand a dissolution, aud

"(a) declare that their economical relations 
are completely settled, which declaration shall 
absolve them from all future obligations;

“ (b) documentarily testify that they have 
agreed about the support and education of 
their children, which agreement shall be mu
tually maintained with legal assistance. Legal 
assistance shall be rendered gratis,” etc.

In conclusion, he affirms that the degrada
tion of women is due to force, money, priest
hood. The points of opposition are: “ liberty, 
justice, reason,” which may be obtained in 
Europe by revolution, in America by a radical 
democracy.

The book is decidedly interesting, and 
whether you agree with the remedies therein 
prescribed for social reform or not, you will 
find much food for thought.

Charles II. Kerr & Co., 56 Fifth Avenue, 
Chicago. ._____________

SCRIBNER’S.—Prof. William James con- 
tributed a timely article for the current 

issue entitled “The Gospel of Relaxation.” 
The author’s writings possess the rare quality 
of simplicity of diction combined with an easy 
conversational toue, which greatly enhances 
their value. He is logical and practical, and 
analyzes the American temperament as fol
lows :

“The American over-tension and jerkiness 
and breathlessness and intensity and agony of 
expression, are primarily social, and only sec
ondarily physiological phenomena. They are 
bad habits, nothing more or less, bred ot cus
tom and example, born of the imitation of bad 
models and the cultivation of false personal 
ideals. How are idioms acquired, how do local 
peculiarities of phrase aud accent come about ? 
Through an accidental example set by some 
one, which struck the ears of others, and was 
quoted and copied, till at last every one in the 
locality chimed in. Just so it is with national 
tricks of vocalization or intonation, with na
tional manners, fashions of movement aud 
gesture, and habitual expressions of face. We, 
here in America, through following a suoceE- 
sion of pattern setters whom it is now impos
sible to trace, and through influencing each 
other in a bad direction, have at last settled 
down collectively into what, for better or 
worse, is our own characteristic national type 
—a type with the production of which, so tar 
as these habits go, the climate and conditions 
have had practically nothing at all to do.”

His recipe for cheerfulness is certainly worth 
trying: "The sovereign voluntary path to 
cheerfulness, if our spontaneous cheerfulness 
be lost, is to sit up cheerfully, to look round 
cheerfully, and to act and speak as if cheerful
ness were already there. It such conduct 
doesn't make you soon feel cheerful, nothing 
else on that occasion oan. So to feel brave act 
as if we were brave, use all our will to that end, 
and a courage-fit will very likely replace the 
fit of fear. Again, in order~to-leel kindly 
toward a person to whom we have been inim
ical, the only way is more or less deliberately 
to smile, to make sympathetic inquiries, and to 
force ourselves to say genial things. One hearty 
laugh together will bring enemies into a closer 
communion of heart than hours spent on both

THE DAHLIA.—More than a hundred years 
ago Baron Humboldt discovered the dahlia, 
a small, single flower, in Mexico. Could some 

prophetic vision have revealed to him tbe dahlia 
of to day, in its dazzling hues and varied forms, 
he might, perhaps, have been prouder of that 
discovery than of all his other scientific 
achievements. It was sent by him to the Bo
tanical Gardens, Madrid, where it received the 
name of dahlia in honor of the botanist, Pro 
fessor Andrew Dahl. The same year it was in
troduced into England, where it was cultivated 
under glass. For a few years it was lost to 
cultivation, then reintroduced into England. 
Cultivation soon developed the double form, 
and every color except blue. For many years 
the ideal dahlia of the cultivators was a per
fectly double, ball shaped flower. Those who 
remember ihe compact flowers of thirty or 
forty years ago know how nearly that ideal was 
realized, and remember the deserved popular
ity oi the dahlia ot that day. But people soon 
tired of the regularity of that type, aud for a 
few 5cars it was neglected. Florists were giv
ing time, labor and thought to the development 
of the rose, carnation, chrysanthemum, aud 
otuer popular floweis. At last some tar-seeing 
cultivator recognized the possibilities of the 
dahlia, and in new, improved and more beaut' 
tul shadesoi color it resumes its sway, and to
day greets us iu so many varied aud attractive 
Mi-ms that every taste may be suited— From 
Vick's Magazine for April.

Vick Pun. Co., Rochester, N. Y.

ANEW BOOK, by Dr. Dutton.-The author 
of "Dutton’s Illustrated Anatomy ’ and 
several other works has in manuscript, to be 

published May next, a large book of about six 
hundred pages octavo, to which he desires to 
call your attention. This work is the fruit of 
forty years’ earnest and diligent search by the 
author for truth in medicine, aud will intro
duce to the world an entirely new system of 
medical practice, having a new name, a new 
law of cure, and a new philosophy. It will be 
a Atting companion to the author’s work on 
"Anatomy,” which is considered the beet in 
tbe English language aud will ten 1 to harmon
ize medical science with what may be properly 
called a scientific religion, and at the same 
time harmonize all the various conflicting 
schools of medicine. It explains physics (nat
ural science) and metaphysics (mental and 
spiritual’science) by a universal philosopby, 
called Ontology, which furnishes the key to all 
science and places a universal remedy for all 
forms of disease in the hands of every reader. 
It will contain the "New Physiology,” as 
lately written by Dr. Dutton, and many new 
and startling truths that none can deny. Tnis 
invaluable work both to the profession and to 
the people will ba bound iu cloth aud gold, and 
sold at tbe price of $5 net, after it is published; 
but to all subscribers who send postal or ex 
press money order, with name and address, 
prior to May 1, the book will be sent for $3 25 
by mail, postpaid, soon as published. We want 
to banish disease from the face of the earth.

Order through Banner of Light Pub. Co.

THE COMING AGE.—The conversation by
Joaquin Miller in the April number is 

thoroughly enjoyable. The poet discusses 
Imperialism, the Klondyke, Hawaii, and inci 
dentally puts in a strong plea for simple Saxon 
words. His vivid description of tho splendors 
and perils of the frozen North is perhaps the 
most attractive part of the conversation, 
which from first to last will hold the reader's 
attention. Mr. Miller is followed by the Hon. 
Samuel M. Jones of Toledo, who reflects the 
rising tide of progressive thought in regard to 
municipal ownership of public utilities, and 
Rev. George C. Lorimer, who talks at length 
on the practical program of the Evangelical 
Alliance. Among the leading essayists in this 
issue are Prof. John Uri Lloyd, Henry Wood, 
Prof. Jean du Buy, Ralph Waldo Trine, Charles 
Malloy and Imogene C. Fales. The Coming 
Ape grows in interest and ptpularity. Its con
tents, though thoughtful and scholarly, are of 
so varied a character as to prove interesting to 
all classes of thinking men and women, and all 
members of the family circle.

The Coming Age Company, Copley Square, 
Boston, __ 

CUGGESTER AND THINKER-The Lily
and the Rose.— Poem given by James Mor

rison, under hypnosis by Dr. Sheerin, Subject 
suggested:

The Lily and the Rose 
Once In a garden grew.

The Lily a pure spotless white, 
The Ko-e of deepest hue;

And eitner born in Beauty’s cause 
Its mission soon must find.

The Rose-bud, eager, longing— 
The Lily, kind, resigning.

Tbe Rose upon a virgin’s breast 
Iu dreams ot passion slept;

Tbe Lily In the hand ot Death 
Its silent vigil kept.

The Rose awoke lo bear the roll
Ot sensuous music sweet;

The Lily journey, d with the Soul 
To kneel at Mercy’s teat.

The Suggesterand Thinker Publishing Co., 
178 Summit street. Cl velaud, Ohio.

Magazines Received.
The Rtf orm Review, Reformer Publishing 

Co., Springfield, OnioN
Our Fellow Creatures, Mrs. Fairchild-Allen, 

Editor, 275 East Forty-Second street, Chicago, 
hl.

HOW STONE WTHE BLADDER
Was Removed Without a Surgical Op

eration,
This Cato Was Ono of so Much Interest Became 

of its Severity That it Was Known for Mlles
Around.

Jlrlow Will bv F«Hrt<l <irt Inh're«tln< UUiovy of 
the Cline, WrlUen by Mr. lltHIcy Ilhnaelf.

A sense of profound gratitude and joy 
prompts me to write this lot ter. I had suffered 
for ten years with kidney and bladder trouble. 
Last August I was taken with terrible pain In 
my kidneys, which extended to the bladder. 
The urine that I passed, after standing a while, 
became thick and ropy, or muddy; left quanti
ties of sediment in vessel, and gave me great 
agony to void it. Upon advice of mv physician 
I finally consented to go to tho Hospital at 
Raleigh. When 1 got there the chief surgeon 
examined me, and silld it would be necessary 
to remove the stone from the bladder by a sur
gical operation. This he admitted was danger
ous, owing to my age aud feeble condition. I 
decided if I must die I would go home and die 
with my family. After I returned from the 
Hospital, in a despondt nt and almost hopeless 
state of mind, I took your certificate and pam
phlet, sent with the sample bottle of Swamp- 
Root, and went to a kina and wise friend, and 
we read tho circulars, and discussed my symp
toms and the chances of my recovery should I 
submit to an operation. We decided to try 
your medicine, aud if no relief after a thorough 
trial, to risk the knife. After taking the sam
ple bottle, I bought six large bottles of your 
Swamp-Root and used it according to direc
tions. Aud about Feb. 6, to my great delight, 
the stone seemed to crumble; I began to pass 
small particles of gravel stone, and on that 
night I passed tbe one enclosed, about the size 
of a large pea. I continued to past these par
ticles and to improve until to-day, under God’s 
providence through your Swamp-Root treat
ment, my life has been spared. Had I chosen 
the knife treatment I fear I would have been 
in my grave, or at the best lingering in the 
Hospital. I regard your Swamp-Root as the 
most wonderful medicine for bltidder and kid
ney troubles in the universe, and wish 1 could 
tell all who suffer as 1 did the relief and hap
piness it has brought me. I expect to continue 
its use occasionally to keep my kidneys and 
bladder all right, and shall tell all I seB'in the 
condition I was, how easy they can find relief 
by using Dr. Kilmer’s Swamp Root. What I 
have written can be substantiated by promi
nent people of tnis place. I will answer let
ters of inquiry if stamps are enclosed for re- 
plv. JAS. R-BAILEY,

Feb. 8,1899. Auburn, N. C.
Swamp Root brings sunshine and gladness in 

every home it enters. It is the new discovery 
of Dr. Kilmer, the great kidney and bladder 
specialist. It is not recommended for every
thing, but if you have kidney or bladder trouble 
it will be found just the medicine you need.

Success 'Through Knowledge, Nina Vera 
Hughes, 815 G street, N. W., Washington, 
D. C.

Spirit Mothers, Olivia F. Shepard, Editor, 
Los Angeles, Calif.

The Spirit of Truth, Thomas Cook, Editor, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas.

The Young Friends' Review, Henry W. Wil
bur, Editor, Ontario, Canada.

Our Dumb Animals, Boston, Mass.
Nature’s Finer Forces Library, by Swami 

Myeauauda, New Orleans.
The Altruist, Alcauder Longley, Editor, 2819 

Olive street, Sc, Louis, Mo
The Hibernian, 9 Water street, Boston, Mass.
The Independent Pulpit, J. D. Shaw, Editor, 

Waco, ft x i«.

Passed to Spirit-Life.

From Ills home hi New York, March 18, ot consumption, . 
Frederick Mateu, aged OS years and 3months,

Mr. Mayer was born In Germany m 1810, and was highly 
educated there. He came to America, and enlisted In the 
Union Anuj in 1SG1; reimllsteil in Mth Regiment New York 
Volunteers in 1103; mustered out lit April, 1865. Soon alter 
he became a convert to Spiritualism; met and married Mrs. 
Bonnett,a medium of Chattanooga. Tenn. They persevered 
in sitting live years for the development of independent 
slate-writing. Mrs. Mayer was successful. They moved lo 
New York in 1888, and have done a noble work for tbe cause 
of Modern Spiritualism.

Mr. Mayer w.n a member of the Peter Cooper Lodge, 
Knight-of Honor. John A Dix Post G.A. H„ also Sillier 
Lodge K I’, and Mission Ridge Post 45 G. A. R. ot Chatta- 
nooga. His remains were forwarded to them for Interment 
lu the National Cemetery. Being well known In Chatta
nooga, t .e funeral thete was well attended by citizens anil 
members of the G. A. R. Services were coudpctejl by tbe 
Rev. Mariqn Hani ot the Unita.iau church. ■.-'

Titus Merritt.

Front her late home on Lmigwocd Avenue, Onset, Mass., 
Marcli 12,18911, Mus. Hettie Clark, aged 67 years.

Mrs. Clark has been long and favorably known as a public 
lecturerand test medium on the spiritual rostrum thiough- 
out New England and Washington. She has been a perma
nent resident of Onset for the past seventeen years. An
other of the early pioneer workers gone beyond the cloud- 
illl to enjoy the fruitage of many years of toll aud weary 
strife, amid doubt anil meagre appt eclation.

Funeral services were conducted by Rev. S. L. Beal ot 
Brockton. R mains taken to East Harwich for Interment. 
March 16. ’**

From Iter home In North Adams, Feb. 11, JULIA A. Sher
win. Passed to a joyful reunion with her loved ones lit 
spiritlife.

Mrs. Sherwin showed iter loyalty to Spiritualism by leav
ing to the La e Pleasant Spiritualist Associatlon-BKKP.

Mrs. Helen Brigham officiated at her funei al services.
M. M. Sheldon.

From his home in Augusta, N.\., Feb. 20, Daniel Fair- 
child, aged 82 years 5 months and 15 days.

lie was a fearless advocate ot the truths of Spiritualism. . 
He knew he was going to meet the loved ones gone befote. 
He leaves one daughter, Mrs. SoplirunluRumlell ot Hub- 
baidsiille, N.Y. S.R.

'Obituary .Volices not over ticenty lines in length ate pub- ' 
lished gratuitously. When exceeding that number, wenty 
cents hr each adddio.uil line mill be charged. Ten a ords on 
an areruge make a line. No poetry admitted under tne above 
heading.}

Eighth Edition, Revised, with Portrait of Author 

Price Reduced from S2.00 to S1.25.

Seers of the Ages.
ANCIENT, MEDIAEVAL AND MODERN 

SPIRITUALISM.
BY J. M. PEEBLES, M.D.

This volume ot nearly 400 pages, octavo, traces the phe
nomena ot SPIRITUALISM through India, Egypt, Ph®- 
nlcla, Syria, Persia, Greece, Rome, down to Christ’s time. 

TREATING OF THE MYTHIC JESUS,
“ “ “ CHURCHAL JESUS,
“ “ " NATURAL JESUS.

now begotten? Where was he from twelve to thirty! 
Was bean Essenlan?

Modern Spiritualism.
The Wave commencing in Rochester; Its Present Alti

tude; Admissions from the Press In its Favor; Testlmonll s 
ot tbe Poets; Testimonies ot Its Truth from tho Clergy 
Beecher, Chapin, Hepworth, etc., etc.

Its Doctrines Systematized.
What Spiritualists believe concerning God, Jesus Christ, 

the Holy Ghost, Baptism, Faith, Repentance, Inspiration, 
Heaven, Hell, Evil Spirits, Judgment, Punishment, Salva
tion, Progression, tho Spirit-World, the Nature of Love, 
tbe Genius, Tendency and Destiny of the Spiritual Move- 
ment.

Nearly 400 octavo pates, beautifully bound In beveled 
boards. Price 81.25 ; postage 15 cents.

For sale wholesale and retail by BANNER OF LIGHT 
PUBLI8HING,.CO.

TIFE-HISTORY OF OUR PLANET. By 
JU Prof. Wm. D. Gunning.

Toe Story of Creation has been told tn works Intended for 
the general reader. This work is addressed to the same 
class, but is not written in the vein of "popularscience," 
neither are its pages weighted with the sounding phrasetef ^tPohnlpHl nrlpncp

This volume, it is hoped, will compare with later works 
on astronomy-works which, without being grimly mathe
matical, take the reader through methods not beyond the 
reich of his culture to results In time and space sad mag-

One volume, bound In fancy English cloth, with black and 
gold ornamentation. Illustrated by nearly 10* engravings, 
from original drawings, by Mrs. Mary Gunning.

Price 81 .M, postage cents.
For side by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING Oft
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IIAMKR OF 1IOIIT BOOKSTORE.
• FECIAL NOTICE.

She HANNER OF MORT FUBEttHlNa 
MPANY.IotaW a( 0 Boaworth street (from 
•• Tremont UlreeD. Bouton, Mun., keeue for 

tale a complete nwortmeiit of Spiritual, Fro- 
(rewire, Reformatory and Mltcelluneout Hooka 
at Wholraale nod Retail. ....

THUMB CAMt.-Onlm for Books, to Iio sent by kryrm, 
mutt be accompanied by nil or nt least half cash; the bnl- 
Mice, If any, must be paid C. 0.1). Ordeni for Books, to be 
sent by Mail,must Invariably bo accompanied by cash lotlm 
amount of each order. Fractional parts of a dollar can 
be remitted In postage stamps.

Remittances can be safely sent by an Express Money Or
der, which will be Issued by any of Um larue Express Com
panies. Sums under JMII can lie sent In Unit manner for 5 
cents. _ _____

ey In quoting from Til K Banner care should be taken 
to distinguish between editorial articles and correspond
ence. Our columns are open for the expression of Imper- 
eonal tree thought, Imt we do not endorse ah the varied 
Ihadeaof opinion to which correspondents may give utter- 
•nee. ,
ry No attention Is paid to anonymous communleatlons. 

Name anil addresser writer Is Indispensable as a guaranty 
Of good faith. We cannot undertake to preserve or return 
canceled articles.
ty Newspapers sent to this oBlee containing matter for 

Inatiectioii, should tie marked by a line drawn around tlie 
article or articles tn question.

gainin' of Ii(|ht.
BOSTON, SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1899.

IBBUID EVERY TnURSBAY MORNINO FOR THB WEEK 
ENDING AT DATE.

AMered at the Poit-Ofice, Poston, Masi., as Second-Class 
Matter.

PUBLICATION OFFICE AND BOOKSTORE 

No. 9 Bosworth Strest, corner Province Street, 
(Lower Floor.)

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL AGENTS, 

THE NEW ENGLAND NEWS COMPANY, 
14 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass.

THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY,
89 and 41 Chambers Street, New York.

lulled by

BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,
Isaac B. Rich.............................................. President.
Fred. G. Tuttle...........................................Treasurer.

Harrison D. Barrett......................Editor-In-Chief.

«y Matter for publication must be addressed to the 
rmTOR Ail business letters should be forwarded to the 
BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY.

advertising rates.
95 cents per Agate Line.

DISCOUNTS

90 per cent, extra for special position.
Special Notices forty cents per line, Minion, 

each insertion.
Notices in the editorial columns, large type, 

leaded matter, fifty cents per line.
No extra charge for cuts or double columns.

Width of column 2 7-16 inches.

»• AdvertHmenU to be renewed at continued 
rates must be left at our Office before 12 M. on 
Saturday, a week in advance of the date whereon 
they are to appear.

The Banner of Light cannot well undertake to vouch for 
the honesty of its many advertisers. Advertisements which ap 
pear fair and honorable upon their face are accepted, and 
whenever it is made known (hat dishonest or improper persons 
are using our advertising columns, th‘y are at once interdicted.

We request patrons to notify us promptly in case they discover 
tn our columns advertisements of parties whom they have 
proved to be dishonorable or unworthy of confidence.

TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR.

The management of the Banner of Light 
has reduced the subscription price of 

the paper to Two Dollars per year, 

former price, $2.50.

We trust that Spiritualists everywhere will 
cooperate heartily with us in the step which 
has been taken, and that regular subscribers 
for The Banner will make an effort to in
crease its circulation. If every one now on 
our subscription books would make it his or 
her business to obtain one new subscriber to 
this paper for 1899, the heretofore high stand
ard of The Banner could easily be main
tained, tbe value of its contents and their 
practicality materially enhanced, and the 
Cause, which this paper has so long defended 
and upheld, greatly strengthened.

Legal Holiday.
The 19th of April being a legal holiday, the 

Banner of Light publication rooms-and 
book-store will be closed on that day; there
fore advertisers using the seventh page of the 
issue dated April 22, will please hand in their 
copy on Friday, April 14, and secretaries of 
societies and correspondents will have reports 
of meetings in this office by Monday, April 17, 
at 12 o'clock, as we go to press one day earlier 
for each side,

The Prison Lease System.
On Saturday, April 1, the Slate of Georgia 

abandoned the system of leasing the labor of 
cmvicts tn the highest bidder, and for tbe next 
five years, at least, will try to take care of its 
ownconvicts. We have had occasion to refer 
in strong terms to the abuses connected with 
tbe lease system, and it is with no little pleas
ure that we note the fact that one State lias 
taken a step forward by voluntarily abandon 
ing the pernicious practice. The lease system 
is still in vogue in eleven States, oue of which 
is Nebraska, all of the others being south of 
Mason and Dixon’s line.

Of the twelve States having the lease system 
in 1885, Georgia and Tennessee received $1,600, 
000 from the sales of the labor of their con 
victs, as against $2,000 000 received by the other 
ten States. The New York Sun of April 4 
epeaks at length upon this important question, 
and urges the abolition of the system in all 
States. Of course it is the aim of penologists 
to make each convict self-sustaining during 
the term for which he has been sentenced. 
Many States have erected workshops and set the 
prisoners at some useful trade as soon as they 
are incarcerated. The products of tbeir labor 
are placed upon the market aud sold for the 
benefit of the State. This lessens the cost of 
caring for the prisoners and removes what 
would otherwise be a heavy burden from the 
tax-payers.

Even this system, far better though it is than 
that of leasing, is liable to be abused. The 
products of prison labor may be sold at a less 
price than those manufactured in the factories

of tbe land. If tbe goods were of an inferior 
order, there could be but little objection to 
this, but when they are of the same texture 
and as well made, legitimate labor should not 
bo obliged to compete with prison labor, in 
tho South, fully nine-tenths of the prisoners 
are negroes, and it would be exceedingly diffi
cult to teach them any trade whatever, hence 
some simpler method must bo devised to keep 
them at work. Tho lease system seemed to 
be the easiest way out of the difficulty, hence 
it was adopted, and has been in vogue for many 
years.

The abuses of tho lease system have become so 
fl rgrant as to horrify the entire civilixed world. 
Prisoners can he killed, maimed for life, bru
tally flogged, and outraged in an unspeakable 
manner, with no one to say “stop,” nor to in
terpose tlie poor protection of the law. It is 
said that wherever the treatment of prisoners 
has been of a humane nature, where they are 
given proper food and clothing, men and wo
men actually seek a term in prison through 
some petty crime, in order to avoid labor and 
the struggle of competing with the world. It 
is true, perhaps, that men and women, without 
food or shelter, are occasiohally tempted to 
commit some slight offense against tbe law in 
order to obtain both, but no self-respecting 
person will do this if work can be found of any 
kind. Even if it were true, it would be better 
to err on the side of kindness in tbe interest of 
humanity, than to countenance cruelty and 
injustice.

The lease system is a relic of barbarism, and 
an abominable substitute for human slavery. 
Its every feature is abhorrent, while the atroc 
ities practiced in its name are offenses that all 
of the people in the States that countenance 
them will have to answer for in bitterness of 
despair when tbe Angel of Compensation 
makes his mandate known. It is refreshing to 
know chatsuch influential journals as the New 
York Sun are speaking out boldly against it. 
Enlightened public sentiment will not tolerate 
this awful practice, when its iniquities are 
made known in full. It is time to act in the 
matter, and the twentieth century should not 
dawn with this foul blot yet remaining upon 
the fair name of so many States of our Fed
eral Union. The lease system must go, and 
the Spiritualists of this nation owe it to them
selves to see to it that they help to hasten its 
departure.

Easter.
Eister Sunday, 1899, has passed into history. 

The new spring bonnets have been duly ex
hibited, secretly envied and admired iu all of 
tbe churches, and the church members have 
taken up their routine daily duties as if noth
ing had happened. Many of them will have to 
scheme early and often to meet the extra ex
penses attendant upon the extravagances of 
the celebration of this old pagan custom. New 
dresses, costly flowers, fine carriages, etc., may 
be all right for those who can afford them, but 
they are temptations to sin for those who are 
only able to earn enough to live upon.

Resurrection sermons, eloquent tributes to 
Jesus Christ, fine music, and an extra ritualis
tic performance or two, greeted the ears and 
eyes of the church goers. We venture to say 
that ninety-nine out of every hundred of them 
went home without having done anything for 
the good of others, aud without putting forth 
an earnest desire for greater spiritual illu
mination. The fluids, egg dealers, preach
ers aud professional musicians reaped a liar
vest of dollars-not spirituality - through 
the observation of Eister. It was for the 
good and special profit of the few, rather 
than for the good of the multitudes grop
ing in spiritual darkness that these ex
travagances were indulged in. Had Jesus of 
Nazareth actually entered the average Chris
tian church on Easter Sunday, he would have 
been arrested as a tramp, or hissed out of the 
place.

Yet these services were held forth in honor 
of his having arisen from the tomb nearly two 
thousand years ago! Woat mockery! What 
consummate folly! What a travesty upon pure 
religion and sound common sense! The money 
that was spent for flowers went into circula
tion, and did some little good, but it could 
have been used for far nobler and worthier 
purposes had it been expended in behalf of those 
who needed food and raiment, The signifi
cance of Easter as the anniversary of the day 
on which flesh, blood and bones came forth 
from the grave, can no longer be entertained 
by intelligent people. It is, therefore, out of 
keeping with rationalistic thought to observe 
it in any sense, lest people be misled. If there 
could be a perpetual resurrection of love, good 
will and generous kindness, in the souls of all 
human beings on all daysof the year, the world 
would be the better for it. As it is, the cele
bration of Easter gives those who love pomp 
and ceremony, those who are fond of fine gar
ments, and a chance to display them, an oppor
tunity to see and be seen, and to satiate their 
appetities to the utmost. Easter has become 
an expensive and utterly useless custom, with 
no redeeming features about it.

A Mental Feast.
Our readers will find the contents of this 

number of The Banner a rich mental feast, 
when they have cirefully studied the same- 
“ Qum itor Vitas ” on our sixth page speaks gold
en words with regard to independent slate-writ- 
ing, while the Message Department, and Miss 
Judson’s letter are of more than ordinary in
terest to all who think for themselves. Geo. 
A. Bacon, on page seven, utters some ringing 
words upon tlie question of reform that all 
should heed. Page one scintillates with the 
sparkling gems of thought from tbe pens of our 
two young veterans, Capt. E. W. Gould and 
William Foster Jr., the former being in his 
eighty eighth year, and the latter just en 
tering upon his eighty-third. Our second 
page contains another installment of Mr. C. 
G. Oyston’s work, while that versatile and 
gifted writer, W. J. Colville, presents some 
very original replies to the editorial "Whys,” 
propounded some months ago. After read
ing all of the above named articles, togeth
er with our local correspondence and tbe edi
torial page, we are positive that our readers 
will concede that we have given them an ex 
tionally fine mental feast. Read the paper, 
and then induce your friends to do likewise.

JF* We are reminded of the approach of 
spring by the receipt of the program of Onset 
Bay Camp-meetlng’Association for the season 
8. E. 52. Tbe talent thus far engaged is of the 
very best to be found upon the Spiritualist ros 
trum to-day, and it cannot fail to attract thou- 
aands ot people to that hospitable retreat. We 
predict a most successful season for this pro 
gressive camp.

KF3 When was Spiritualism formally recog 
uized as a religion by the United States Gov. 
ernment? TheBANNEROF Light is forty-two 
years of age, but it has no evidence that such 
a recognition was ever made. Senator Shields, 
of Missouri, once introduced a petition into 
the United States Senate praying for the ap
pointment of a commission to investigate 
spiritualistic phenomena, This petition was 
sneered at by the august Solons, and was never 
even considered by them. This happened 
forty-five years ago, and it is the nearest ap
proach to the recognition of Spiritualism as a 
religion that has ever taken place. We want 
no State religion in this country—not even 
Spiritualism.

r Orders for copies of the report of the 
last National Convention should be sent to 
Mrs. M. T. Longley, Sec'y, National Spiritual
ists’ Association at once, as this valuable work 
will soon be ready for distribution. Single 
copies twenty-five cents; postage six cento. 
Don’t fall to secure a copy, and be sure to read 
the same with great care.

April Weddings.
The columns of the secular press have fairly 

teemed with glowing accounts of the recent 
weddings in the families of the multi-million
aires Sloane, Fair and Vanderbilt. All that 
Immense wealth oould do In the way of gor
geous apparql, costly presents, and large fees 
for the officiating priests, was done in both 
instances. It does not appear that tho con
tracting parties are any more securely married 
than are some brides aud grooms dwelling in 
obscure country villages, who were united by 
some honest Squire or favorite preacher. 
Wealth may purchase display, but it never yet 
lias been able to purchase honest hearts, quiet 
content, and true happiness of soul.

Wealth is a blessing only when it is utilized 
for tlie good of human kind. When it is used 
ostentatiously, or for selfish pleasure, or for 
the purpose of outshining some wealthy rival 
through gaudy display, it becomes a menace 
to civilization, Large sums were expended 
for mere baubles that are of no practical use in 
auy household. Sone of the presents repre
sented immense fortunes to tbe toilers of 
earth, yet they were only matters of course to 
those who received them. It takes such ob- 
jset lessoni as tho Bradley-Martin ball, and 
these brilliant Vanderbilt weddings to awaken 
the people to the fact that caste is even now 
established in America.

To be sure the thousands expended in these 
festivities are put into circulation among a 
few people. But the masses are not benefited 
in the least by such expenditures. As the 
mother sits in poverty by the side of her starv
ing child, or a husband watches the transition 
of a beloved wife, through lack of proper food 
and shelter, is it any wonder that bitterness 
enters their hearts as they read of the squan
dering of thousands of dollars in frivolous 
pleasures, when a few pennies even might give 
life and health to their dear ones? It is not ot 
be wondered at, either, that the itoiling mil
lions grow restless as they gaze at' such pic
tures and murmur ominously, as they realize 
that so much belongs to the few while so many 
have nothing. We do not argue that there 
should be any leveling down in society, but we 
do hold that there should be a leveling up pro 
cess established at once. Give capital and labor 
their j ust dues, by seeing to it that that power 
which creates wealth receives an equal share 
with the power that controls it. This will be 
the first step in the “leveling up” of social 
conditions, and will be followed speedily by 
the disapp aarance of the tramp and the pluto
crat from the eartli. Toen will be recognized 
the brotherhood of the race, and the principle 
of “ Equal rights for all, and special privileges 
to none,” be forever established among men.

Warren Leland.
The transition of this eminent liotel keeper 

brings to mind the fact that he visited a palm
ist, Miss Evangeline S. Adams, the day previ
ous to the Windsor Hotel tragedy, by whom he 
was warned of impending danger. She told 
him that be and his family would be afflicted, 
and to make no business venture on that, fate
ful day, March 17, as something of an evil na
ture was surely impending, and would fall ere 
the day was done. He visited her a second 
time, at three o’clock on the 17th of March, 
and laughingly told her that the day was more 
than half done, yet no dire calamity had come 
to him or his. Her remark was to the effect 
that she hoped the evil might be averted, but 
again declared that it was plainly written in 
his hand.

Within an hour from that time the Windsor 
Hotel was in Hames. His wife was burned to 
death, his daughter killed by jumping from 
her window, and he himself had contracted 
the illness that resulted in his transition a 
short time afterwards. He pointed out the 
fateful lines, of which Miss Adams had told 
him, to a number of his friends, pathetically 
saying, “She was right.” Lt is said that the 
samp strange lines were noticeable in the 
hands of all of the victims of the Windsor 
fire that were examined. Astrology and palm
istry were both used by Miss Adams in giving 
her so-called readings. The foregoing facts 
furnish an interesting study for lovers of 
occult science. The secular press baa given 
considerable space to this particular case, and 
has led many to ask the question anew, “Is 
there anything iu' either astrology or palm
istry?” Without attempting to answer this 
important question, we venture the assertion 
that, in our opinion, mediumship, under the 
direction of wise intelligences in spirit-life, 
furnishes the best explanation for the remark
able event we have considered above.

“ Not All Impostors.”
Under the above caption, George F. Perkins 

makes a manly defense of Spiritualism and 
Spiritualists, in the columns of the Dubuque, 
Iowa, Daily Times of recent date. He shows 
that true blue Spiritualists do not endorse the 
crimes and wickedness of some professing to 
be Spiritualists, any more than the majority 
of the Christians endorse and cover up the 
iniquities of some who profess to be Chris
tians. His references to the practices of some 
Christian revivalists are especially apt and are 
skillfully used by comparing them with the 
practices of a few counterfeit mediums. Mr, 
Perkins frankly admits that Spiritualism has 
been cursed by counterfeiters, and does not 
hesitate to excoriate as well as repudiate 
them, one and all. His letter will do much to 
assure the outside world that sincere Spirit
ualists are earnestly striving to reform exist
ing ills in their own ranks, and that they are 
not afraid to do it.

Fast Day.
The Fast Day Proclamation of Gov. Rollins 

of New Hampshire Is an original document, to 
say the least. His Excellency takes occasion 
to refer Jo the question of religious observ
ances In his State, and bemoans the fact that 
in certain rural communities "the sound of 
church bells is not heaid from year to year, 
and marriages are only solemnized by Justices 
of the Peace.” The Governor's message has 
stirred tho clergymen of New Hampshire, many 
of whom endorse his words, while others vigor
ously protest against them.

If it be true that the people of New Hamp
shire, in certain localities, have to far out
grown churchianity as to discard even the 
church bells, as well as the fiery fulminations 
from the pulpits, they are to be most heartily 
congratulated. If they have so far progressed 
as to realize that marriage is a civil contract, 
in which ecclesiasticism has no pait whatever, 
then should they be hailed as leaders of, and 
exemplars for, the entire nation. The grant
ing io priests of all denominations the right to 
solemnize marriages is acknowledging that 
the church has a right to interfere in civil 
affairs, hence is a partial union of Church and 
State.

Gov. Rollins is to be felicitated upon being 
the chief executive of a piople who have out
grown creedal religion, and escaped from the 
influence of priestcraft. The days of " isms” 
are surely numbered, for the people are seek
ing a larger liberty of thought and action in 
all directions. They realize that true religion 
means to be good and to do good, and that they 
do not need church bells, long dry sermons, the
ological disquisitions, church weddings and 
priestly ceremonials to make them truly relig
ious. Happy will it be for all of the States in the 
Union when marriages by ministers of the gos 
pel of all denominations are prohibited by law, 
and the last bond that unites Church and State 
forever severed.

Two Lectures by Mrs. Mary E. Lease.
The citizens of Massachusetts are to have an 

opportunity to listen to this able speaker 
April 23 and 24, in two of her best lectures. 
Sunday evening, April 23, she will speak in 
Berkeley Hall upon the subject “The Legal 
Status of Woman.” This lecture is considered 
one of her finest productions, and under the 
spell of her wonderful oratory it carries con
viction to the minds of all her hearers. Lt is 
instructive, justly critical, and eminently fair 
in all respects.

On Mon Lay evening, April 24, Mrs. Lease 
will deliver her popular lecture, “Ireland— 
Her Poets, Warriors and Statesmen,” in Union 
Hall, 48 Boylston street. As Mrs. Lease is an 
Irish-American, the daughter of an Irish pat
riot,and the only Irish woman orator on the pub 
lie rostrum in the world, she is well qualified to 
speak upon this interesting theme. She is a 
loyal American, but is not afraid to pay a just 
tribute to the sons and daughters of the “Em
erald Isle” whenever opportunity offers. Her 
father and two brothers gave up their lives for 
the preservation of the Federal Union, and 
she can testify to Irish loyalty to the old flag. 
Every one should hear these splendid lectures.

^^ The transition of Ex-Justice Stephen J. 
Field closes the career of a very remarkable 
man. His term of service upon the Supreme 
Bench was the longest known in the history of 
this nation, even exceeding the thirty-four 
years of Chief Justice Marshall. Justice Field 
wrote nearly or quite twelve hundred opinions 
during his connection with the judicial arm of 
the government. He was the last survivor of 
President Lincoln’s appointments to the Su
preme Court, a fact in which he took great 
pride. He was an able jurist, and was honestly 
devoted to his profession.

83s The Boston Herald says that Rev. Minot 
J .savage i i probably the most talked about cler
gyman in New York to day, on account of his 
Eister sermon. The Herald comments on Mr. 
Savage’s references to the number of Spiritu
alists in the United States, and admits that 
Spiritualism has many more followers than 
other denominations are willing to admit. Mr. 
Savage has rendered true Spiritualism a signal 
service through his brave, earnest words on 
April 2.

KF* The Chicago Tribune of March 27 reports 
Bro. Frank T. Ripley as saying that there are 
five million Spiritualists in the United States. 
Lt is in order now for Bro. Ripley to locate the 
millions referred to. He oould get a good 
salary for so doing from any reputable news 
agency in tbe nation, i. e., provided he found 
that number of people willing to wear the 
Spiritualistic label.

^’The Eaglish sparrow has come out vic
torious in his contest with the officials of Bos 
ton. He is too numerous to be easily exter
minated, and cannot be attacked in sufficient 
numbers to be readily overcome. There is too 
muoh work in other directions that needs at
tention, hence tbe sparrow will have the field 
to himself hereafter.

gJ=Mr. H. H. Warner, psychometrist, lec
turer and medium, is open for engagements 
with local societies upon reasonable terms. He 
would be pleased to devote time to circle work, 
with a view to awakeu interest in the minds of 
honest investigators. Inferences good, aud 
terms reasonable. Address 4 Elm street, Ever
ett, Mass.

^“‘Quiestor Vitin's” able article in review 
of Prof. Richard Hodgson’s strictures upon 
his (Q. V.'s) report ot psychic phenomena pro 
duced through the Bangs’ sisters of Chicago, 
in a recent issue of London Light, should be 
carefully read by every Spiritualist and candid 
investigator in this country.

gar5 Mayor Jones, tho “Golden Rule’’Mayor 
of Toledo, Ohio, was reelected by an over
whelming majority to his responsible position 
at tlie recent city election. He ran as an inde
pendent candidate, but received more votes 
than did his Republican and Democratic com
petitors taken together.

----------------- —♦ • >------------------ -
gj3 Respectfully Referred To Those Who 

Claim That No Fraud Is Practiced In The 
Name of Spiritualism:

“ Are you the def endant In this case ? ” asked 
the judge, sharply.

“ No, sah,” answered the mild-eyed prisoner. 
“I has a lawyer hired to do de defendin’. I’s 
de man dat done stole de ahtlcles."—IPaMinp- 
ton Star.

If3 Bro. Fred de Bos speaks some earnest 
words on our eighth page of this number that 
are well worth reading. He believes in a Spir
itualism that spiritualizes.

The Late Frederick Fickey, Jr.
Memorial services were held by the First 

Spiritualist Church of Baltimore in honor of 
the above-named worthy and honored repre
sentative of our Cause, on Sunday, April 2. 
Addresses were made by Mrs. Rachel Walcott, 
Mrs. M. T. Longley, Hon. Charles R. Schirm, 
and the Editor of the Banner of Light. A 
large delegation from the various Masonic so
cieties in the city was present. Mr. Fickey 
was the President of the First Church for 
many years, the members of which will sadly 
miss his physical presence. His interest in 
tbe progress of the church remains unabated, 
and he will do all in his power to aid it, from 
the spirit-side of life.

Materialization Once More.
The Morning Oregonian, the leading daily 

paper published in tbe city of Portland, Oregon, 
of March 29, contains an interesting account 
of the exposure of a spurious materialization 
sdance in that city, conducted by the well- 
known Mrs. Elsie Reynolds. It is very strange 
that this woman, a natural psychic, possessing 
genuine medial powers, has -no scruples about 
resorting to deception in her mediumistic work. 
She is a woman of ability, is very fertile in re
sources through which to escape from unpleas
ant consequences of her own acts, yet she feels 
that the public is her legitimate prey, and that 
she has the right to fleece her patrons ad libitum 
whenever she gets the chance. Place her under 
strict test conditions, and she will give a seance 
of great value, where the manifestations will 
be perfectly genuine aud entirely satisfactory. 
Remove those teste, and she will not hesitate 
to perpetrate the most outrageous humbug 
upon even her nearest and dearest friends. 
Why it is that the spirit guides do not utterly 
forsake her, or any other medium who resorts 
to deception and trickery, is the mystery of 
mysteries to honest Spiritualists and investi
gators. As it is, it will be well for people to keep 
their eyes and ears open when they patronize 
Elsie Reynolds.

Ignatius Donnelly Speaks.
The St. Paul Pioneer Press of April, gives a 

brief sketch of a recent lecture by Hon. Igna
tius Donnelly in St. Paul, upon the subject o' 
“Worlds Unseen." Mr. Donnelly did not avow 
himself a Spiritualist, yet he declared that 
communication between tbe dead and the liv
ing was an established fact. He advised his 
hearers not to sneer at Spiritualism, nor to 
rush after everything offered in its name, but 
urged them to study all subjects carefully that 
they might arrive at rational conclusions. If 
belief in spirit-return is not Spiritualism, so 
far as that one fact goes, then it is in order for 
some savant to tell the world what it really is,

ev. Kipp and Dr. J. M. Peebles.
Rev. Dr. Kipp of San Diego, Calif., whose con

troversy with the well-known “Spiritual Pil
grim,” Dr. J, M. Peebles, will at once be re
called by all of our readers, has again appeared 
in the arena of thought with a sermon upon 
the decadence of Christianity. He took sev
eral advanced steps in that sermon, which 
was published in one of the San Diego 
daily papers. Dr. Peebles at once took up 
his pen and gave a fine review of the sermon, in 
the course of which he complimented Dr. Kipp 
upon the progress he had made, and bestowed 
impartial praise upon the sermon itself. Evi
dently Dr. Kipp has grown mentally since his 
last passage at arms with Dr. Peebles. Such 
controversies always help the Cause. Long 
may the "Spiritual Pilgrim " live to continue 
this good work.

A Correction.
We are informed by the lieview and Herald, 

official organ of the Seventh Day Adventists, 
that the gentleman who recently gave that 
wide-awake denomination the tidy sum of 
$400,000 for propaganda work, is yet in the 
form, ready and willing to continue his good 
works in behalf of his religion. We hasten to 
make this correction, and congratulate our 
brethren who believe in sleep, that one of 
their number at least is not asleep, but awake 
to the necessity, as well as to the main chance, 
of doing something for his religion. There are 
hundreds of Spiritualists far more asleep to 
their duty than are their Advent friends whom 
they presume to criticise. We wish the Ad
vent brother’s noble example might be emu
lated by a dozen or so of the millionaire Spir
itualists in America.

Rev. M. J. Savage’s Great Sermon.
Copies of Dr. Savage’s great Easter sermon 

are on sale at the Banner of Light office at 
5 cents each. Six copies, 25 cents. Every 
Spiritualist, investigator and rationalist should 
read it. Send in your orders.

------------------------------ —♦♦♦.—----------------------------

Counterfeit mediums, and pretenders to 
psychic powers, are the sworn enemies of 
organization of every kind. If they enter a 
city or town where legitimate societies exist, 
they will start meetings on their own hook in 
order to break down the regular organizations. 
They are also solidly arrayed against all State 
and National Associations. This fact proves 
that they are afraid of organization where hon
est men and women are in the lead, because 
they know that their fraudulency will sooner 
or later be made known. In view ot the fore
going, it behooves every true Spiritualist to 
stand by legitimate organizations.

——-------- ■ ^^ .....................——■—_.

SS3 The latest Banner of Bight should 
always lie on the table in your reception- 
room.



Anniversaries
In Boston, and other Localities of 

United States.
the

Spiritualist, and would ever be one. " As you 
all seem to be reaching out for-some loving 
message from the loved ones. 1 will not talk, 
but allow the guides to come.” She gave many 
messages that were recognized.

Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes said in part: “Mrs. 
President aud Friends: I have not had the

Ladles’ Aid Society, Boston. ।
The Fifty-first Anniversary of Modern Splr- : 

Itualism was celebrated by the First Spiritual- , 
1st Ladles' Aid Society at their hall, 241 Tre- ; 
mont street, Friday, March 31,1889.. The hall i 
was beautifully decorated with flags and flow- 1 
era. Tbe exercises were opened by tlie Presi
dent, Mrs. Mattie E A. Ailbe, at 11 a.m. Mrs. 1 
Alice Waterhouse welcomed all in behalf of 
the Ladles' Aid Society. Sbe spoke briefly, , 
and urged all to listen to the voice ot the spirit ‘ 
and to resolve to do more in the coming year ‘ 
to promote harmony in our ranks. Mrs. Ken- 1 
yon read an Anniversary Poem She spoke 1 
in regard to the work accomplished during the 1 
past ntty-one years, and felt that we should 
shout with joy for tbe victory gained. She gave 
some spirit messages, which were much enjoyed 
by all,

Mr. Thomas Beals of Portland spoke at ■ 
length in an impressive manner. He said the j 
31st of March was his Easter, and be thought 
every one who was interested iu Spiritualism 1 
should leave his business one day in the year 1 
to rejoice and celebrate this grand truth. He 1 
referred to sermons delivered by Lyman Ab j 

J bott, Heber Newton, aud Minot J. Savage, 1 
closing by saying we had the grandest religion f 
on earth, because we have science to demon- . 
strata the fact that we do live and can return. ; 
Miss Amanda Bailey favored tbe audience 
with one of her sweet songs. Mrs. Effie-L-- 
Webster said she was pleased to be with us; 
but as sbe was expected to allow her guides to 
pone and give communications, she would not 
take up ihe time by talking. She gave many 
messages, which were all r cognized. Dr. Huot , 
spoke briefly; he said he thought all had been 
said during the morning that could well be 1 
digested, and he would therefore merely say 
he agreed with wbat had been said. He gave 
a tew messages. Mr. J. W. Kenyon closed the , 
morning session with a benediction.

Tne aftemoon meeting opened at 2:30 p. m. 
with singing by Miss Amanda Bailey. Mrs. C. 
Fannie Allyn, the first speaker, sail in part: 
We celebrate to-day the Fifty First Anniver
sary of Molern spiritualism; death used to 
seem a burden, but it has proved to be a bless
ing, and you can realize the happiness and free
dom we experienced when we knew for a fact 
that death did not end all, that tbe deformed 
morally and physically had an opportunity to 
grow into something better after the trials of 
this life wereover. One thing I like about Spir
itualism ; it has so many sides no one can tell 
it all. I believe our spirit friends can and do 
return, ani when they cannot communicate 
with us tney send out their love and blessing 
to guide us. Our deeds are benedictions.

Dr. Richardson responded to the call of the 
President as one of the pioneers. He spoke of 
the work in tbe early days of Spiritualism, 
and how pleased he was to have lived to see 
the rapid strides it had made in the last fifty- 
one years.

Mr. A. P. Blinn, one of the youngest speak
ers on the platform, spoke as follows: “I feel 
doubly honored at the privilege of following 
Dr. Richardson, one of the pioneer workers, 
wbo have made the pathway so easy for those 
younger in years, who are just stepping out 
into the work. Spiritualism teaches us there 
is no death. When our friends leave us we 
realize they are lifted into higher thoughts, 
and they are better off, but we miss them; we 
do not mourn for them, bun tor ourselves; 
that we cannot see the material, and be able 
to talk and caress them; for the earth life is 
the preparatory life, the alter life the real. 
Just one word iu regard to Lyceum work. I 
am never ashamed to speak upon this subject. 
1 owe much to the Lyceum, tor it gave me 
courage to step out and present my thoughts; 
we must teach the children in regard to spirit- 
return, we must teach them morality, ani 
what the evils of intemperance are, before 
they have an opportunity to experience 
them.”

Mrs. Carrie F. Loring said: “ We meet again 
to celebrate a Principle, a Truth and a Knowl 
edge that have brought more comfort to the 
mind of man than anything else has ever done. 
Do we realize how much good we have re 
ceived from these Truths? I am interested in 
the young workers. I am interested in what
ever appeals to the intellect of mankina. I be
lieve in education, and I believe the better 
educated we are the better fitted we are to re
ceive the cultivated spirits. I believe we are 
responsible ourselves lor that which is mani- 

'fested through us. I believe we know some 
thing ourselves, and by cultivating our own 
powers aud reaching up for the highest thought 
we will be able to present a better Spiritual 
ism to humanity.” Mrs. Loring spoke at length 
upon Lyceum work.

Mrs. Nettie Holt Harding said: I never shrink 
from duty, and 1 wish to say right here I stand 
for Lyceum work. Every honest Spiritualist 
endorses Lyceum work. Spiritualism has saved 
the soul of many men and women, it teaches 
nothing but good; it has taught me 1 must 
build my own castle. 1 will try to voice some 
messages from the higher life; let us remem
ber that messages should be as sacred to mor
tals as the sunshine is to the flo Yers. She then 
gave many tests that were recognized.

Mrs. Hattie C. Mason said: "lama little dif
ferent from some who have proceeded me, as I 
am obliged to depend upon the spirits; they 
lead me, and I am willing to follow. I am glad 
to be here to add my testimony to the truths 
of Spiritualism, and to celebrate with you.” 
“Sunshine" came for a few moments, and 
pleased all*

Mrs. N. J. Willis spoke as follows: “After 
the rich viands tbat have been placed before 
you, we do not know as there is anything more 
to say. Many of you know that the lady who 
stands before you never speaks unless con
trolled by some spirit-intelligence, and there
fore we wish to say we do not belittle educa
tion, but we know what we have done for this 
instrument. Mediums are born, not made, 
and we would invi.e all to follow in the 
path of the instrument we control. Morally, 
socially and spiritually, we consider sbe has 
no peer in the spiritual ranks. If Spiritual
ists seek after truth, they can find it. Life 
and light and immortality have been demon
strated to man. We shall still continue to 
teach the truth of Spiritualism as we see it.”

Miss Amanda Bailey favored us with a vocal 
selection. Mrs. Jennie K. D. Conant spoke in 
regard to education, and of the fact tnat tbe 
spirits can help educate the mediums, if they 
are willing to be assisted. Sho gave many 
readings, which were all well received. Mrs. 
Annie Cunningham closed the session with a 
benediction.

The evening service opened with music. 
Dr. Dean Clarke spoke briefly, and read an 
original poem for the occasion. Mr. J. B. 
Hatch, Sr., said: “Every good businessman 
takes account of 8 toes at least once a year, aud 
I wonder if the Spiritualists have taken ac
count of stock. Have we done our duty tbe 
past year ?” He spoke upon the Lyceum ques
tion, and how proud he felt of the young work
ers in the field.

Mr. Edgar W. Emerson was then introduced. 
He said: “lam always glad to be present at 
the Ladies’ Aid Society. I feel the love and 
harmony here, and that is wbat makes it pos
sible for us to meet life’s battles. Spiritual
ism is growing. I love my Spiritualism, and I 
never allow its white banner to be trailed in 
the dust.” Mr. Emerson gave many messages 
that were recognized,

A telegram was received at this point from 
Mr. H. D. Barrett sending greetings. A vocal 
duet by Miss Gertrude Laidlaw and E. W. 
Hatch was well received. Mrs. Annie E. Cun 
ningham said it seemed to her sbe had enjoyed 
this Anniversary better than any other; it 
seemed to touch her soul more. She was a

pleasure of attending any other celebration 
this year. It Is forty-one years this month 
since I became a medium, and I am proud of 
my mediumship. .At this, tho fifty-first anni
versary, it is well to stop and consider what we 
are doing. Spiritualism at large Is not oom 
prehendod as it should be. 1 want Spiritual
ism placed on a pedestal so pure that a finger 
cannot bo pointed at it. I believe some spirits 
need as much teaching- as mortals do. I owe 
all 1 am to the spirit-world, and 1 revere tbe 
Indian, but I do not desire to be led con
trary to my owu convictions. If we study 
Spiritualism it will teach us the duties of tills 
life. Spiritualism is fifty-one years old, aud 
seo where we are! We are disintegrating, be
cause we are catering to the sensational in 
stead of the real. Our Spiritualism is bullded 
upon the rook oi knowledge, not upon sand.”

Mrs. S. C. Cunningham was cintrolled, and 
gave very interesting readings. Miss Lucatte 
Webster gave a choice reading. Mr. C. L. C. 
Hatch played a violin solo. Mr. Arthur Wallis 
gave a reading, and was recalled. Mrs. Water- 
house closed the evening meeting with a very 
earnest plea for all to rally around Mr. Bar
rett, editor of the Banner of Light, to sus
tain him in the good work he is undertaking, 
and to subscribe for the Banner of Light so 
the managers would know our resolves meant 
something.

Thanks are extended to Mr. Hayward and 
Mrs. A. F. Butterfield for flowers, and to all 
who took part in the Anniversary exercises.
 C. L. H., Sec’y.

At Worcester.
The Fifty-FIibo Anniversary of Modern Spir

itually was duly observed by tho Worcester 
Association of Spiritualists in G. A. 11. Hall, 
35 Pearl street, Sunday, April 2. The day 
being an auspicious one, many took advantage 
of tne occasion, coming out In good numbtrs 
to commemorate the natal day of Modern 
Spiritualism.

Anniversary in Brockton.
March 22 was a gala day for the Spiritualists 

of Brookton. Grand Army Hall was tastefully 
decorated with choice flowers and potted 
plants, while excellent vooal music was fur
nished by a male quartet secured for this spe
cial occasion. Tney were frequently encored 
throughout the day.

President Nutting called the assembly to 
order at 2 :15 p.m., in a few well-chosen words, 
after which Ella Wheeler Wilcox’s exquisite 
poem, “ Tbe Creed To Be,” was read by one of 
the speakers of tbe day. Mrs. C. Fannie Allyn 
was then introduced, and gave au eloquent 
and instructive address of about twenty min
utes. She was practical, sympathetic, and de 
cidedly spiritual in all of her utterances. Her 
earnest words went home to the hearts of all 
her hearers.

Tbe President then introduced Mr. H. D. 
Barrett, of the Banner of Light. He fol
lowed the lines hinted at by the former speaker, 
and introduced new issues for the considera
tion of the people. One of tbe Brockton pa
pers stated that his address did n >t have a dull 
point nor a dull suggestion in it, but that it 
would apply with equal force to all denomina 
tions. He was kindly received.

Mrs. J. W. Kenyon followed with a few ex
cellent remarks, and gave a number of com
forting messages from spirit-friends who were 
present-

Mrs. Nettie Holt-Harding was next intro 
duced, and received an ovation as she rose to 
speak. She urged practical work, honest me
diumship, true Spiritualism, and sphitual en
lightenment for all of tbe people. She con
cluded her excellent address with a number of 
clear cut spirit delineations, accompanied by 
messages in several instances.

Evening exercises opened with song by the 
quartet, poem by Mrs. J. W. Kenyon, followed 
by the introduction of Miss Harlov, wbo de 
hvered a fine inspirational address. Mrs. J. 
W. Kenyon and Mrs. E. D. Butler then gave 
spirit-messages, all of which were recognized. 
Mrs. Harding followed with an address; her 
subject, "The Lvceum," was ably bandied. 
Song by quartet and benediction by MBs Lizzie 
Harlow closed the exercises.

The Children's Progressive Lyceum, aux
iliary to tbe People’s Progressive Spiritual 
Association, held its first anniversary in Goo 1 
Templars’ Hall, Sunday, March 26, at 1:30 
o'clock. The exercises were opened by sing
ing, followed by an invocation by Miss Blanche 
Brainerd of Lowell, Mass., led by the orches
tra. The grand march was very effective. 
George W. Nutting, Conductor of the Lyceum, 
made a few remarks, and afterward introduced 
the following talent: Recitations by Etta May 
Shean, Alice Merrill; three little children, 
Florence Cooley, Mildred Pierce, May Fisher; 
song by Maud Minzy. An exercise in physical 
culture was given unier the direction of Miss 
Maud Minzy. A particularly interesting An 
niversary exercise, arranged through tbe in
spiration of Susie R. Bicknell, was rendered 
by twelve members of the Lyceum. After re 
marks from Miss Blanche Brainerd and the 
Conductor, the exercises concluded with the 
target march. An orchestra of five pieces was 
provided for the occasion through tbe gener
osity of Susie R Bicknell, Guardian of the 
Lyceum. Mrs. George E. Morse,

Corres. Sec.

The afternoon services wore opened by ap
propriate and eloquent remarks by our worthy 
President, Woodbury C. Smith, followed by 
Mrs. D. M. Lowe, Mrs. S A' Bryant, Mrs. 
Wilkins, Mr. Lewis Van Winkle and Mrs, 
Spaulding: Mrs. Sarah A. Byrnes, speaker for 
the day. making tbe concluding remarks, 
which were exceedingly interesting and in
spiring.

The exercises of the evening wore onened 
with au invocation by Mrs. Byrnes, followed 
by several musical selections linelyretiderod 
by Mrs. E II. Plaisted, Mrs. Harrington and 
Mr. Lewis Van Winkle; Mrs. Byrnes gave a 
very able address on “The Day We Cele 
brate.” Flowers graced the occasion, and al 
though we made no elaborate preparation for 
the Anniversary, wo feel tbat it was highly ap
preciated by all.

Hrrrison D. Barrett of Boston is to be our 
speaker for Sundays April 16, 23, Mrs. May 
S. Pepper April 30.

The Woman’s Auxiliary celebrated tho Fifty- 
First Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism on 
Friday afternoon and evening. March 31 with 
appropriate exercises. Mrs. Hattie Hildreth, 
the President, made the opening remarks, with 
concluding poem, “ We Can See the Angel 
Friends,” followed by short speeches, readings 
and music, both vocal and instrumental, in all, 
a marked reference being made to the day and 
occasion. A substantial supper was served at 
the usual hour. The Auxiliary has done effi
cient work this season by keeping up the in
terest in the Cause and calling- out new inves
tigators.

Mrs. D. M. Lowe, Cor. Sec’y,

Norwich, Conn.
The First Spiritual Union of this city ob

served the Fifty First Anniversary of the Ad
vent of Modern Spiritualism Sunday, April 2, 
Mr. J. Clegg Wright of Ohio was speaker for 
the occasion. Tbeafternoon lecture dealt with 
"The Gospel of Modern Spiritualism.” Mr. 
Wright affirmed that this system of thought 
was not a religion according to tbe popular use 
of the term. That tbe work of Modern Spirit 
ualism was educational and not ministerial.

He said: “This is an age of science. The 
greatest men of the age are outside of the 
church.” He referred to Charles Darwin as 
one of the greatest men of the cintury, because 
he demonstrated the theory of evolution. He 
maintained that the mission of Modern Spirit
ualism was to prove the immortality of the 
soul of man, and not to establish a religion. 
"Faith can never demonstrate a truth. Sei 
ence is knowledge. Faith is ignorance. Mod
ern Spiritualism is a study that is the begin
ning of a science.”

The subject for the evening lecture, “ I have 
Found It,” took up the facts aud philosophy of 
Modern Spiritualism from 1848, showing some 
things that had been accomplished along the 
lines of religious, social and political advance
ment. Both lectures were received with great 
enthusiasm. A fine picture of Joseph D. Stiles 
was presented the society by Mrs. Almyra 
Schofield, and rested upon an easel entwined 
with flowers and green vines. Mr. Wright ac
cepted the picture in behalf of the Spiritual 
Union with fitting words of appreciation for 
the life-work of Mr. Stiles and the kindness of 
the donor.

Springfield Anniversary.
The First Spiritualists’ Ladies’ Aid Society 

of Springfield, Mass., celebrated the Fifty- 
first Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism, on 
Wednesday, March 29, 1899, in Red Men’s Wig
wam, corner of Main and Stockbridge streets. 
The hall was beautifully decorated with palms, 
potted plants and cut flowers. A large audi
ence assembled, filling every seat long before 
the time of opening the afternoon session at 2 
o’clock. The exercises were opened with a 
piano solo by Miss Edith Snell, followed by an 
anthem bv the quartet. Mrs. Hortense G. 
Holcomb, President of the Ladies’ Aid Society 
of Springfield, delivered the opening address 
In her usual pleasing manner, welcoming all 
visitors and friends. Miss Lizzie Harlow, of 
Haydenville, Mass., gave a brief but very in
teresting talk. Miss Mabel Kelsey rendered 
the vocal solo, “The Angel Guarded Gates.” 
Harrison D. Barrett delivered a very stirring 
Anniversary address, which was listened to 
attentively and warmly applauded. Mrs. May 
S. Pepper followed the speakers with tests, 
none of which failed to be recognized. Her 
work is highly appreciated in Springfield, and 
her coming bespeaks large audiences. The 
afternoon exercises closed at 4 o’clock with a se
lection by the quartet. An hour was spent in 
pleasant interchanges of greetings by old 
friends and the making of new ones.

At five o'clock supper was served in Ladies’ 
Aid Hall. Covers were laid for one hundred 
and thirty guests; these were inadequate to 
accommodate all of tbe friends. The tables 
fairly groaned under tbe weight of good things 
contributed by members and friends.

The evening service commenced at 7:30 with 
a'piano solo by Mrs. Rasch. Harrison I). Bar
rett gave a recitation which was listened to 
with breathless interest, so realistic was its 
rendering. Miss Lizzie Harlow again ad
dressed the large audience. Harrison D. Bar
rett spoke briefly, but to the point, on some of 
the pressing needs of the hour. Miss Mabel 
Kelsey sang the “Angel Serenade” in a very 
pleasing manner. Mrs. May S. Pepper again 
entertained and instructed her hearers by un
mistakable proofs of the inter-communion of 
the two worlds.

This celebration marks another milestone in 
the onward march of progress. The meetings 
were both largely attended, and greatly en
couraged tho faithful to press on in the good 
work. The society has had a very successful 
year, presenting from their platform some of 
the best talent to be had in tne line of spiritu 
alistlo work, and it has been liberally sup
ported. Mrs. Carrie Loring of Braintree, 
Mass., occupied the platform on April 9.
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REMARKABLE

Sunday, April 9, Mr. Wright delivered-two 
thrillin’ addresses. Topics, “A Half Century 
of Progress,” aud " My Life—How Shall I Live It?” ......Mrs. J. A. Chapman, Sec’y.

OFFER.
For a Short Time Only.

1 o those writing us, giving us name, age, sex, and one leading symptom, In their own hand* 
writing, we will send an absolutely correct and carefully prepared diagnosis of their case, stat
ing their true physical condition ; and

" I< oods for the Sick, and How to Prepare Them ;”—a valuable volume, giving proper 
diet, how foods should be co iked, also the proper careof invalids. Thisvolume contains recipes 
for tho hygienic prepiration of foods for general consumption. It is, in fact, a Hygienic Cook 
Book. It contains a list of antidotes for common poisons. It is a guide to right living, a coun
selor iu sickness or emergency-concise, yet plain and readily understood; and

“Woman;”—a medical brochure for ladies only. This volume has been highly commended 
by the leading reformers of the day. It is a valuable medical work, and should be in tbe pos
session of every woman. It will be sent free to ladies writing us under this special offer.

It has cost us hundreds of dollars to publish these volumes. They are nicely illustrated, 
and are standard works.

IS^ A correct medical diagnosis and the two valuable volumes absolutely free of all 
cost. This offer will hold good only while the present editions last.

Address

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs,
BATTLE CREEK, MICH.

time. What is the object of that society deny
ing it to-day? Verily, consistency is a rare 
jewel.

Since my last report we have had the assist
ance of Mr. W. W. Sargent of Brooklyn, and 
Mt. Fred B. Hawkins of New York City, who 
gave a rational display of bis hypnotic powers.

Titus Merritt, Sec’y Y. S. S.
Yonkers.] April 2 1899.

Toledo, Ohio.
The Fifty-first Anniversary of Modern Spir

itualism was celebrated in this city Sunday, 
April 2, at Pythian Castle, under the auspices 
of the Progressive Thought Society. Tbe hall 
was packed to its utmost capacity. The music, 
being in charge of Mrs. Grandy and Miss Julia 
Curran, was most satisfactory. Mrs. Carrie 
Firth Curran delivered an instructive and 
practical lecture, subject, "Ancient and Mod
ern Spiritualism.” She held the attention of 
the large audience to tbe end. Mrs.' Dr. Caird 
followed the speaker with tests The members 
then convened, aud voted to have President 
Barrett here for a grand mass meeting to be 
held the lastSunday of April with aview toward 
working with tho National Spiritualists’ Asso
ciation. Mrs. II. Douglass, Sec’y.

At Minneapolis.
The Fifty-First Anniversary of Modern Spir

itualism was celebrated here on Sunday, April 
2, by the Washington Union Association of 
Spiritualists, in their hall, Masonic Temple. 
Special services, led by Dr. N. F. Ravlin of. 
California were opened at 1:30 u. m„ with an 
entertainment by the Lyceum children, con
sisting of recitation, vocal and instrumental 
music. At 2:45 p.m, Dr. N. F. Ravlin ad
dressed tbe audience on "Spiritualismand the 
Resurrection,” after which the meeting was 
thrown open for conference. Mrs. C. D. Pruden 
and Mrs. II. E. Lepper made short and appro
priate addresses. 7:30 p. m. Dr. N. F. Ravlin 
gladdened and enthused tbe audience with the 
thrilling and telling theme of “ Love and Mar
riage in tbe New Dispensation.” The frequent 
applause spoke more than tongue can tell how 
Dr. Rawlin’s address was appreciated.

The celebration was a perfeot success, and 
it did Spiritualists' hearts good to behold the 
large and intelligent audiences at both of the 
meetings. After each service test stances 
were given by our local mediums. Tbe tests 
were recognized. Mrs. C. D. Pruden gave 
some very fine tests from tbe platform. Ex 
cellent music was furnished by the following 
artists: Miss Grace Jangor, piano solo; Miss 
Willward, cornet solo: Miss Clough, solo, 
"The Swallows”; Miss Harrington, violin solo; 
the Will Sisters and many other well-known 
artists assisted in making the harmony delight 
ful. Lunch was served by tbe ladies from 
5 to 7 p m.

We expect Dr. Ravlin will be with us until 
after June, and we intent to make this a sea
son of real revival among the Spiritualists 
of the Northwest, and when Spiritualists 
everywhere read this report, let them take up 
the shout, and shout “ Spiritualistic Revival 
is here!” Let us keep it with us. God and our 
good spirit-friends help us progress.

C. M. E. Ridge, Sec’y,

EJ^For the first time in its history, the 
federal government has gone down South to 
try a lynching case, and the true bill found by 
the grand jury of the United States Circuit 
Court there against thirteen men accused of 
tho killing of the colored postmaster of Lake 
City, S 0,, furnishes ground for hope that the 
case will be prosecuted without fear or favor. 
The fact that two members of the mob have 
turned State’s evidence would seem to indi
cate that there will be no difficulty iu estab 
fishing the guilt of the mob, in which case 
there is a good chance that one of tbe blackest 
crimes ever committed in South Carolina will 
be adequately punished.—Poston Herald.

Let us hope that lynching, both North and 
South, may soon be dealt with under the law, 
without fear or favor.

ESr3 Our readers iu Western New York and 
Pennsylvania should not forget the grand Mass 
Meeting to be held in Buffalo, N. V., April 19, 
20 and 21. Read the notice iu another column, 
and then attend tbe meeting.

SPECIAL NOTICES.

I ®, k, Ha, Martyr
OR THE GREAT SYMPOSIUM.

The Jesus Christ Ques 
tion Settled.

This elegantly bound volume of about 
400 pages, by

DR. J. M. PEEBLES, 
/Contains the ripest thoughts and 

richest scholarship of a number of the 
most distinguished Liberalist and Spiritualist 
authors, writers aud debaters of this country. 
It is verily a Symposium by 

J S. Loveland, J. R. Buchanan,
Hudson Tullio, B. B, Hill, Moses Hull, 

Rabbi I. M. Wise, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, 
W. E. Coleman and Others, upon Religious Subjects. 
The book was named by one of J. J. Morse’s 

, Spirit Controls,

“Jesus, Jlau, Medium, Martyr.”
This magnificent volume racy and crisp, 

treats of
Existence of Jean* and Mahomet, pro and con*

Of What Talmud Say* About Jesu*.
Origin of the GonyoU.

Ingersoll mid AgnostlcUm.
IngerwoH and Spiritualism.

Chrhtianlly and Spiritualism Com* 
pared.

J. J. Morse, 26 Osnaburgh street, Euston 
Road, London, N. W., is agent in England for 
the BanneRUf Light and the publications of 
the Banner of Light Publishing Co.

Fred P. Evans, 103 W. 42d street, New 
York City, agent for the Banner of Light 
and all Spiritual and Occult Literature. Orders 
by mail promptly attended to.

Dr. F. L. H. Willis may beaddressed at
Rochester, N.Y., 243 Alexander street. Jan. 7

To Foreign Subscribers the subscrip- 
tim price of the Banner of Light is 82 50 
per year, or $1 25 per six months, to anv for
eign country embraced In tbe Universal Postal 
Union. To countries outside of tbe Union the 
price will be 83 00 per year, or $1.50 for six
months. eow

Feb. 4 lit eow

dealers for Special Diabetic Food, for Diabetes. 
’a7e"C°b»?e Gluten Flour, for Dyspepsia and Constipation, 
I Pamphlet Barl ey Crystals, for Kidney Trouble#.

mailed Tres0 FARWELL A RH1NES, Watertown, N. I., U.S. A.
omit Ma-Ju-Jly-Aug-Sept

Stone Bluff, Ind.
The Association of Spiritualists of Stone 

Bluff, Ind., celebrated the Fifty-First Anni
versary of Modern Spiritualism Friday, Satur
day and Sunday, March 31, April 1 and 2, at 
their church. At 7:30 p.m. on the 31st of 
March meeting was called to order, and opened 
with music and invocation: after which Dr. 
H. C. Andrews of Danville, III., gave the ad 
dress upon the “ Utility and Growth of Spirit 
ualism.” The lecture was a masterpiece of 
eloquence. Services closed with improvisa
tions upon “Love,” aud “The Future of 
America.”

Saturday evening, April 1. meeting was called 
to order at 7:30 with the usual opening exer
cises. Dr, Andrews gave the address of tbe 
evening upon a subject taken from his audi
ence, “Our Nation's Needs,” and never have 
we listened to a stronger appeal for liberty to 
do right than was given in tbat eloquent lec 
ture. Dr. Andrews spoke with an earnestness 
and fearlessness that marked the Revolution
ary age. from which he received his inspira
tion. He closed with improvisations upon 
“The Spiritual Ideal,” "Liberty and the 
American Flag,” together with a number of 
platform tests, which were nearly all recog
nized.

On Sunday morning, April 2, at 10 o’clock, 
Dr. Andrews lectured upon the subjects fur
nished by the audience, “Home,” "Mental 
Science,” “ Reincarnation.” The lecture was 
good, and appreciated by the crowd who lis
tened to catch every thought uttered, and 
were held spellbound for more than an hour 
by this inspired teacher in our Cause. He 
closed with improvisations upon "Life and

A DVICEBY LETTER on health, wealth, 
A losses, crosses, and the POWER to rise above FATE. 
8end lock of hair, flute of birth, whether married or single, 
with full name, and $1.06, to DR. ABBIE K. M. HEATH, 71
Dover street, Boston. 2w* Apr. 15.
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Salt Rheum, Eczema, Hay Fever, 
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<CWW Dr. Fellows, 
Vineland, N. J.

will send his Private Counsellor
for 10 centi. Treating on Ncrvoua Debility, Wenk- 
nenaea and Loa-ca Cured bv an Outward Application in 
60 davs. No failure. Hundreds of cases restoied. Tbe

Harmony. Mary E. Wilson.
booklet explains all. 
above.

State yonr case. Address as
Is UW Feb. 11.

The Yonkers’ Spiritualist Society 
Celebrated tho Fifty-first Anniversary of the 
Advent of Modern Spiritualism Friday even
ing, March 31. Mrs. Helen T., Brigham, the in
defatigable worker and able advocate of our 
glorious Cause, was present and made oppro- 
prlate remarks for the occasion in her usual 
pleasing and significant manner. Addresses 
irom Prof. A- Andrews and Vice President 
JamesH. Fletcher, statin? that his ancestors a 
few generations back lived near the John 
Wesley family in Sheffield, Eng. History and 
tradition have established the fact tbat tbe 
celebrated family, founders of tbe Methodist 
Society, had spiritual manifestations at that

HENRY SCHARFFETTER,
300 So. Collington Ave., Baltimore, Md., 

GENERAL AGENT FOR THE BANNER OF 
LIGHT PUB. CO. OF BOSTON, MASS. 

HEADQUARTERS for Spiritualistic, Reformatory and 
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Roxbury, Moss.Jan. 4.
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B. II. Dill’s Scathing Review of Dr. Pee
bles’s Pamphlet, “Did Jesus Christ 
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Dr. Peebles’s Incisive and Exhaustive 
Revlewof this Review.

Hindoo Superstitions.
Child*Marriage in India. 

Christianity and Paganism Compared.
The Gnostics.

vJesus and Contemporary Jews.
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The Koran and its Teachings.

The Continuity of History* 
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Rabbi Wise on Jesus.
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Spiritualism and Christianity.

What the Controlling Spirits of W» 
J. Colville, Mrs. M. T. Longley* 
Mrs. Everitt, Mrs. Jennie Ha* 
gan-Jackson, J. J. Morse, Stain* 
ton Moses (M. A. Oxon),

And Many Others, say about the Existence of 
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Harmony between Jesus’s Mediumship and 
that of To-day.

What Scholarship of the World says of 
Jesus and hls Influence upon the 
World.
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And the Two Witches..-

A very remarkable, weird and fascinating story, by 
DB. EUGENIE ELISCU of New York.

Dr. Eltscu Is a Roumanian by birth, a deep student from 
childhood of occult lore as well as medicine, and one who 
knows well whereof, she writes when she undertakes to de
scribe In graphic and intensely picturesque manner tbe 
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large stock of useful and exceptional knowledge.

Printed In large type, on good paper, and tastefully bound. 
Price 25 cents.
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and eradicate disease without medicine.
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MENTAL MEDICINE, a Theoretical and 
111 Pract leal Treatise on Medical Psychology. By Rev. 
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the world.
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(Continued from first page.) 
bl# to #ay where they came from. The letters 
look more an If done In " gouache ” than In 
crayon, the colours lying thick In body yet 
loose In grain, and bearing no appearance of 
friction. Every Uno exoopt the lowest, crosses 
over tbe big “ J ” written In chalk on the Blate 
before it was laid on tho table. The ooloTs are 
superposed oner the white chalk, showing that 
they have boon laid on after tho " J ” was writ
ten. . . .

The content of tho moBaageB cannot bo at
tributed to telepathy on my part or auto-sug
gestion on the part of Mr. Evans, as during the 
time of their production both my and his ac
tive volitional self-conBciousness was engaged 
in conversation on other matters Mr. Evans 

not entranced, and if his sub-conscious
ness was used as a relay by the invisib e ope
rator then there was simultaneous dual func
tioning of his active and passive consciousness, 
without a secondary state having been pro
duced as the pre-condition of that phenome
non, and apart from the action of any visible 
onerator.t But the origin of the intelligent 
content of tho message is of minor importance 
in this case, as compared with the physical ele
ment in the phenomenon. . ,

The exteriorisation of sensibility and mo- 
tricity. as produced by Dr. Lays, M. de Rochas, 
Prof. Boirac. and Dr. P. Jone, has evidently 
an important bearing in this consideiation. 
These experimentalists have demonstrated 
that action at a distance may be determined 
by exteriorising the subject’s nervous energy, 
that the energy that determines the move
ments of the body when circulating in its ner
vous system, may be made by exteriorisation 
to execute similar movements at a distance 
beyond the body. It has been shown that this 
energy traverses solid substances, as tho vibra
tions that produce light traverse glass. Prot. 
Boirac and Dr. Joire have determined move
ments of their subject’s body by mental sugges
tion acting through the relation established by 
mesmeric passes Dr. Moutin, the author ot 
<• Le Diagnostic de la Suggestibility has been 
able by determining his subject’s exteriorized 
mdtricity by means of suggestion, to actually 
effect the realisation of the suggestion at a dis
tance from the subject, entailing the move-
ment of objects. , , . , ,

The invisible operator who claims to produce 
the ohenownon above described calls himself । 
John Gra/ He affirms that the writing is 
done by Him on an inv'8’bl0 and 1° us intangi- , 
ble slatA and is reproduced on the visible , 
slates by* a process of wireless telegraphy, ( 
transmitted through the medium who serves ] 
as a relay. , . . „ . ,,

The colour-writing, he claims, is effected by । 
precipitating fine powdered colors (brought 
from outside) on to the slate and reproducing 
the message from a prepared invisible original, I 
by a system of transfer somewhat similar to 
photography. This explanation of the process 
as a system of wireless telegraphy, in which , 
the medium is used as a relay, finds confirma
tory support in the recent discoveries of Dr. 
Ed Branly of Paris, who has shown that 
man’s nervous system is analagous to the dis
continuous conductor used in wireless teleg- 
raphy- . L

The similarity subsisting between our ner
vous energy and electricity has been recog
nized in the adoption of the terms nervous 
current and nerve-conductors. It was sup
posed that man’s nervous energy could be com
pared to the electric current flowing along 
telegraph wires. But it has now been shown 
by Golgi, Ramon, Cajal, Pupin and others that 
our nerve-cells are really isolated from each 
other; they are contiguous but not continuous. 
They are endowed with ramifications which 
elongate or contract, making and breaking 
contact in this manner; entailing transmission 
or disconnection.

They elongate and make contact and close 
the circuit, under the effect of a stimulus of a 
vibratory character, similar in nature to the 
induced energy used in the transmission of 
wireless telegraphy. The cessation of that 
stimulus entails tbe contraction of the nerve 
cells and consequent insulation and non 
transmission. Valuable therapeutic effects 
have been induced by applying a stimulus of 
this character, thus confirming the theory by 
practical demonstration, t

It may consequently be possible that the 
invisible operator is able to apply and use a 
force of this character, and reproduce writing 
at a distance by its means. I must state, in 
this respect, that the slate on which the col
oured writing was produced was so charged 
with electricity when I first touched it, that it 
made my fingers tingle as if I was holding 
wires from a battery. This lasted nearly a 
minute.

It should also be noticed that Mr. Evans 
states that he feels a current flowing from the 
base of his brain down his spine and to the 
solar plexus while the writing is taking place. 
That the solar plexus, i. e., sympathetic sys
tem, should be used in the production of a 
substantial force, stands to reason, as it is the 
energy pertaining to that system that builds 

, up and renews our physical organism. Certain 
schools of magic (i. e., the art of active self- 
suggestioning, as contrasted with the sugges- 
tioning of a passive subject by an operator), 
affirm that the volitional exteriorisation of 
the psychic double, or so-called astral form, is 
effected by volitional action exerted through 
that plexus.

It is in no wise assumed that these consider
ations with regard to the process by which the 
phenomenon is produced present a solution 
of the problem. What further light may be 
thrown on this question will undoubtedly 
come from such experimental investigation as 
has been pursued by Prof. Boirac, M. de Ro
chas, Dr. Joire, Dr. Moutin, Dr. Ferroul, etc. 
The results achieved by these experimentalists 
go to show that many of the phenomena pro
duced through mediums may be reproduced 
in a subordinate manner through hypnotised 
or mesmerised subjects, which fact indisput 
ably demonstrates underlying unity of nature 
in the processus by which these several orders 
of phenomena are produced.

As Prof. Boirao (head of the Grenoble Uni
versity) has recently stated: It is rather by 
actual experimentation that we will come to 
understand these questions than by the meth
od pursued by the Society for Psychical Re
search, of recording aocountsof spontaneously- 
ooourring cases of telepathy, etc. And in this 
respect one falls to understand why the Amer- 
oan branch of that society has not investigated 
this most interesting phenomenon.
Trial phenomenon Iw only been produced by Prof. 
Janet In post-hypnotic realisation.

♦ The Insnlatlon and disconnection Induced In this man
ner. entailing Inhibition of tiansmlss on on the sensor- 
motor circuits, Is now advanced by Duval, Popli and 
other* as tbe explanation of the psycho physiological 
nrocesstu of sleep, whether natural or\artlllcully In- 
Sneed Its morbid production In local areas explains 
hysterical anesthesia, etc. It may also explain tbe pro
duction of layers or slices of personality, such as are pre
sented in the case of Mollie Fancher, etc.
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KT" Questions propounded by inqulrors-lmvlng practl 

Ml bearing upon human life In Iw departments of thought 
or labor-should bo forwarded to thin office by mall or loft 
V. our Oonntlng-Room for answer. It should also bo dis
tinctly understood In this connection that tho Messages pub
lished In this Department Indicate that spirits carry with 
them to the life beyond tho characteristics of their earthly 
lives—whether of good or evil; that those who pass from 
tho mundane sphere In an undeveloped condition, event 
tally progress to a higher slate of existence, Wo ask tho 
reader to receive no doctrine put forth by spirits lu these 
columns that does not comport with his or her reason. All 
oxpress as much ot Truth as they porcotvo-no more.

It Is our earnest wish that those on tho mundane 
ipnereof life who recognize the published messages of tliolr 
mirlLfrlonds on this page, from time to time, will verity 
hem by personally Informing us ot tho tact.

SPIRIT-MESSAGES
O1VEN THROUGH THE TRANCE MEDIUMSHIP 

MRS. JENNIE K. ». CONANT.

OF

Report of Seance held March 31,1899.
Spirit Invocation.

Spirit divine, wo open Ilie door so that spirit and mortal 
can commune together,holding ourselves in sympathy with 
thy divine messenger, desiring words of love and comfort, 
which Oring much good andjey. How beautiful it Is when 
tlie grave is robbed of its terror, when we realize that 
as we step out ot one body we aro clothed with one more 
comfortable and more becoming, that In changing from one 
sphere to the other It is only the outer coat that Is trans
formed, and not the Individual 1

Ob I bow blessed will It bo when all can stand by the bed
side and observe tho spirit leave the body-seo it taking on 
its Immortal body-ami tho Joy that often goes with tho 
liberation. Wo realize there Is not the shadow and sorrow 
with tlie spirit who dwells wlih those In earth-life when 
the spirit has left the body, and if mortals could see and 
understand the beauty and happiness, contentment and 
rest that the spirit gets after leaving tho physical body, 
they would rejoice at the passing out. They should thank 
God that their joved ones have gone to rest-yes, and to 
work with the/spirlt of love. Then tiro veil is lifted, and 
behold they return again to lift those dark shadows and 
doubts from tbe material brain and give the heart joy and 
the body strength to study and investigate, and know there 
is no death. We know thou wilt carry tbe glad tidings of 
Immortal Joy to all spheres through eternity. Amen.

INDIVIDUAL MESSAGES.

i,

Fraukliu F. Wilcox, 

being the first to be permitted to enter
this morning and send forth what information 
I am capable of giving to tbe world at large, I 
will say I am anxious to become more familiar, 
not only with tbe workings of the spirit on the 
spirit-side, but with the methods of using the 
physical body on tbe physical side.

I passed away in Arkansas, but I was for
merly a New England man, my home being in 
Norwich, Ct. I was in different parts of the 
West for many years, and my Eastern friends 
seem to be scattered; but I have relatives with 
with whom I would like to come in contact. 
I observe, also, that some of them are inter
ested in the spiritual spheres, hence I hope to 
be able, through their magnetic force and as
sistance to waken an interest in others, espe
cially tbe ones who were related to me. I left 
a wife and four children when I went to spirit- 
life, but my wife has since joined me. The 
children are still scattered around on the 
earth-plane, and I presume each one is doing 
bis best to work out his life as it is given to 
him; yet I sometimes feel we might assist 
them better if we could come in contact with 
them personally. I hardly know how to word 
my message so they will understand me, and 
so I will leave an impression upon William and 
Frank, for they are uot in sympathy with 
Spiritualism, but George and Fannie are. If 
the others would allow themselves to broaden 
and develop their own spirits, they would real
ize there is more in life than they have re
ceived, and a good deal more to be accom
plished, if they would investigate and be 
guided by the spirit power. I find I cannot 
collect my thoughts this morning, any more 
than I did previous to leaving the body, as my 
mind was partially affected before I passed 
away, being caused by an accident occurring 
sometime before. I merely speak of these 
things for the purpose of helping to identify 
myself as Franklin F. Wilcox, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas.

Matilda Welsh.

My name is Matilda Welsh, and I am here to 
say to my friends that I am very much sur
prised at the way things have gone on since I 
left the body. I passed away after being sick 
a long time with cancer of the bowels—that is 
what the doctors called it. I want Michael, 
my husband, to know I can yet come in sym
pathy with him, and I wish all to realize that I 
am not dead and that it is true that we can re
turn, I hear my husband pray many times, 
and I try to reciprocate with prayer, so that 
we will yet meet in the great land above. I 
have two boys with whom I should like to com
municate. John is a brave boy, but he is not a 
good Catholic, for he wants to go everywhere, 
and I was very much tried when in the body 
about his soul. 1 never could get him to 
go to church and attend school as I desired 
him to, but now I see that he is all right. 
There are many things we see after we are 
dead, as the world speaks of it, that we do n’t 
see in earth-life. The church is all right. It 
tells us many good things. It assists us in 
many ways, but it doesn’t tell all. We have 
to find out much ourselves.

I cannot tell how my message will read, or 
whether my friends will take any interest in it 
or not, but I have been so anxious to let them 
know that I am all right and can. help them 
and can come where they are, that I have 
taken this way to tell them. I have also a sis
ter who lives in Providence, R. I.—that is 
where my home was—who is very much inter
ested in mediums, etc., and through this mes
sage I hope to meet with Margaret. I will 
have to say good-bye for this time, and when 
they want me again let them seek me and they 
shall find me.

James Gordon.

I find it is impossible to lose much time, for 
every minute counts. It counts as much in 
spirit as in mortal, and we find the mortal life 
is always very busy, that is, for those who 
have any desire “to get along,” as the world 
calls it. I find spirit-life is similar to earth
life; if we let golden opportunities pass, we 
regret it. Now here is an opportunity that 
was offered me this morning, and I am more 
than delighted to have the privilege, and I 
shall try and make good use of it, as far as the 
little time that is given me will permit.

I was somewhat familiar with the philosophy 
of Spiritualism previous to going out. I had 
studied some of tbe laws that govern spirit, 
and bad become familiar with spirit phenom
ena; I realize that there are few who have not 
bad some experience in the phenomena of

spirit-power. Often strange happenings were 
not attributed to spirit-phenomena, but as wo 
progress and become more enlightened, we 
look back nnd understand tho cause of all 
those strange warnings, etc. I have not re
turned this morning to deliver a sermon, but 
for the purpose of doing good to others, That 
is our mission here; unless wo oan assist 
others we never can progress. I have those 
very near and dear to me still in earth-life, 
with whom I should like to open coinmuni 
cation. I find them very sensitive, and I feel 
that I could assist them if they were not 
afraid. I have used this organism to reach 
them, to give them confidence in themselves. 
“Mabel, worry not; neither must you fret 
over your physical conditions, for they aro 
caused more from other influences than dis
ease. Y ou are a sensitive, and you are affected 
by both those in and out of the body.

“When you seek to unfold your powers, and 
when you do as God and the angels direct you, 
your health, your strength and your woman
hood will be made better. Do not fear the evil 
that seems to be around in human life, or list
en to it. You say there is evil in the manifes
tation of spirit power. True, there may be 
evil ones, but we shall only get what we at
tract. If you will attract good spirits, as your 
tendency leads you to, you need not fear evil 
ones. George, Emeline aud mother are with 
me this morning. They all join in sending 
their best thoughts, and are anxious that you 
should bring yourself to a consciousness of 
what is surrounding you.

“You have asked us to manifest through The 
Banner, and in doing so you shall be perfect 
ly satisfied if you will do as we direct you. 
Now the directions are simply these: Betrue 
to yourself, and the angels will be true to you. 
Be not influenced by those who surround you 
in earth-life. You are surrounded by those 
who love you, and those who will do anything' 
for you, yet their advice is sometimes not for 
your ultimate good. That is why we seek so 
diligently to waken a consciousness to the re
ality of spirit return.” James Gordon, Prince 
Edward's Island.

Mary Anu Armstrong;.

Well, this is pleasant. I suppose it is pleas
ant for those in earthlife to receive messages 
from those who are gone, but I think it is as 
much pleasure to send one as to receive one, and 
we sometimes help ourselves as much insend
ing a message as they get help from receiving 
it. I might say I am an entire stranger to both 
the philosophy and phenomena, for I did not 
know anything about Spiritualism, and I don’t 
know as many of my own family do, but I have 
intimate friends who are very much interested, 
and I hope to reach my own family through 
them.

Many of my family are on the spirit-side— 
mother, father and sister Mary are with me, 
but I have brothers in earth-life, and a sister 
with whom I think I would like to communi
cate, for sometimes in earth-life with its ad
versities we like to have some one to talk and 
advise with. Hence we can be of assistance to 
them by letting them know that while we have 
passed out of the body we do not pass into un
consciousness, we become more alive or more 
conscious of ourselves and others than we did 
when in the form, I will not delay you longer 
this morning, for I want to see how they will
accept this before I carry it any further, 
Ann Armstrong of Thomaston, Me.

Mary

CapL Henry B. Gilman.

Well, well, another is anxious to send out a 
letter of inquiry. We are liable to send ahead 
to see if our course is clear and our entry into 
the great harbor of life is safe. I should like to 
meet my friends in Newburyport, Mass., and 
also in New York and around the New England 
coast, as I was known iu many parts as Capt. 
Henry B. Gilman. I have not been out of the 
body so very long—perhaps a dozen years or 
so; it looks like yesterday to me, I would like 
to come closer to those who are still laboring 
in earth-life, for my companion who is yet on 
earth is not very well; and I know when our 
physical conditions become bad we are more 
apt to miss the assisting hand and companion
ship than at any other time, and I believe I can 
still be the craft and pilot to tow her over 
and make her feel we are waiting for her and 
that all is well.

“Only complete your work, dear, be will
ing to go, and the dear children reconciled 
to have you go, then you will hear the voice say 
‘Come,’and you will obey, for the transition 
of the spirit from the body is pleasant. It is 
like going to sleep. You will drift away from 
the old form and find yourself in a more 
comfortable one—one that becomes you well, 
for I know you have done your duty—have 
done what you could for our children, I am 
glad to see things as well as they are, and I 
have no fault to find nor regrets to bring back, 
but joy and hope that seems to illuminate our 
spirits this morning in bringing you greetings 
from our home on high, with the evidence that 
the body is destroyed but not the soul.” Ob, 
that I could send forth on the wings of love 
the gratitude that I feel this morning at hav
ing this privilege! Ob, blessed are they who 
conceived the idea of opening the door be
tween the two spheres! We need to have a 
view of the mortal world once in a while. It 
reminds us of how poorly some of us spent our 
earth lives. It is the discipline of earth con
ditions that makes us better soldiers and sail
ors in the spirit.

I think I will not delay you longer. I thank 
you very kindly, and will bid you adieu.

Oliver Woodman.

My name is Oliver Woodman, and my home 
Kennebunk, Me. Most of my people are still 
there. I was a Spiritualist when in earth-life, 
although I did not identify myself with any 
particular crowd; I had studied some of the 
natural laws, and I never could see for the life 
of me the consistency in the word God that 
represents one person who reigns supreme 
over everything and holds power in his hands 
to either kill or cure. Hence you see I was 
not very much interested in orthodoxy. I 
loved to study nature. I used to watch the 
cattle in the fields and see them quarrel among 
themselves. I found the same characteristics 
in human life; we all love our beliefs and dis
beliefs ; but no matter what I was, I am to-day 
the same individual I was then—as village 
people would say, "the same old man.”

1 am anxious to fulfill my promise that I 
made to one of our neighbors, that if the spirit 
could come back, I should come back to my 
home and family. I have tried it several 
times, and to some extent I believe they think 
I have; but they are not positive of it yet, so I 
have taken this way to prove it to them, that 
the spirit of man oan return if they desire it 
to; but spirits will not return if they are not

desired, and that Is why so "Many have not 
made themselves known, for they don't care 
anything about it themselves, and those they 
left in tho earth-life oare less, I want my 
folks to know that If they desire any one to 
come to seo thorn, and are truly honest in their 
investigation, they will have their desire grat
ified sooner or later. I was informed, when I 
came in, that I must not remain too long 
because the influenoe was very strong and 
peculiar this morning, although just adapted 
to me; so just inform my friends in the State 
of Maine, and all those who are interested in 
life's progress, that I am still following my 
studies, and will give what information I can 
from my experience either to tho spirit or 
mortal when it is sought. Thank you very 
kindly. I will bid you good morning.

Messages to be Published.
Avril!.—Daniel R. Ray; Thomas Watson; Annie Orvis; 

William J. Harris; Mary Mosher; Mrs Enllchl Leach.

A Letter from Abby A. Judson
NUMBER SIXTY-FIVE.

To the Bill tor of the Banner ot Light:

As some Spiritualists think they have dis
covered that those who have left the fleshly 
body no longer remember the events that took 
place while they were in the flesh, unless they 
recall them by the aid of some mortal cogni
zant of those events, with whom they come in 
rapport, and also that while communicating 
they cannot remember about their life in the 
spirit-world, the object of this letter is to 
show that this assumption is not grounded on 
the facts in the case.

Those who are interested in this series of 
letters may have noted that the points in 
Number Thirty on the simple basis of a true 
philosophy, and in Number Thirty-one on 
.three ways to communicate with spirits, are 
founded on the fact that the Soul, or real Ego, 
expresses itself here and now through two 
bodies—the fleshly one and the spiritual one. 
This natural fact forms the basis of medium
ship and of all psychical experiences. And 
owing to this fact we can commune with the 
disembodied—directly, by soul reaching soul; 
indirectly, by soul expressing itself to soul 
through the spiritual body; and very indi
rectly by soul expressing itself to soul through 
tbe physical body.

This same natural fact formed the ground
work of my article in the series printed in the 
New York Recorder under the auspices of 
Henry J. Newton, which was published May
12, 1895, under tbe caption, “The Basis of 
Spiritual Philosophy.” My spirit-guides showed 
me the truth of this natural and scientific fact 
soon after I became a Spiritualist. Everything 
I have since learned harmonizes with it. This 
key has unlocked every closed door, and with 
this key we shall proceed to show why the 
disembodied can aud do remember what took 
place while they tenanted a fleshly body, and 
why they can and do remember what they 
have learned and experienced in spirit-life, 
andean express the same to mortals, provided 
they can get into rapport with the medium or 
with the person with whom they commune.

Those who advocate the theory that disem
bodied spirits do not remember what took 
place while yet in the flesh, base it on the fact 
that memory is an attribute of form, and is not 
transferable from one form to another. That 
it is an attribute of form, and that it is not 
thus transferable, is absolutely true. The 
flaw in their reasoning lies in their losing sight 
of the fact that the soul, or ego, embodied in a 
form of flesh has at the same time a spiritual 
or psychical body, which he uses, and through 
which he expresses himself as well as through 
the form of flesh.

The old church doctrine was that mortals 
now have a fleshly body, and that after death 
they then have, instead of a fleshly form, the 
spiritual bodjT of which Paul wrote in his First 
Letter to the Corinthians. But the revela
tions of Modern Spiritualism show that Paul 
told the exact truth, and that the soul here 
and now expresses itself through the form of 
flesh and through a more ethereal form, which 
responds to a higher scale of vibration than 
the grosser one can.

The body, more especially the brain, has a 
certain amount of plastic power, which ena
bles it to receive impressions made on it by 
passing events. We may use this power eco
nomically, but we cannot increase it; and it 
diminishes as old age advances. Early im
pressions are the most vivid, though special 
circumstances may conspire to make a late im
pression as vivid as the earlier ones; and the 
impressions are made in the order that they 
arrive. For instance, if we recall the memory 
of some one, we are apt to remember the last 
time we saw him, the last letter we received, 
then the one before that, and so on. This is 
so, unless some extraordinary incident con
nected with him made so deep an impression 
on the plastic brain that he is first remem
bered in that special environment. When the 
brain is no longer plastic, as sometimes occurs 
in extreme old age, or comes as the result of 
disease or an injury, the person remembers no 
longer what arrives to him.

In accordance with these natural facts, a 
person deprived of his fleshly body would of 
course remember nothing of what occurred 
while he inhabited it, provided he consisted 
while here of soul and fleshly body alone. If 
at death he were provided with another form, 
instead of the fleshly one, then of course the 
impressions made on the physical brain and 
nervous system could not be transferred to a 
new form, which did not exist before; or, if it 
did exist before, was not at any rate used. 
But experience and observation show that 
this is not the case.

The two bodies and the soul are not related 
to one another like the layers of an onion. On 
the contrary, the soul permeates both bodies, 
and the spiritual body permeates the fleshly 
one. And the main point to be here consid
ered is that the soul, the ego, the indestructi
ble one, uses the inner or psychical body here 
and now, just as really as it uses the fleshly 
body. The materialist is cognizant of and be
lieves in only the body of flesh. But ha who 
has become spiritually developed to some de
gree well knows the reality of the inner form, 
and Is conscious of using it. That many have 
left the earth form for a time, have looked 
down upon it, and have gone elsewhere on a 
visit in their spirit body, is well known, not 
only to Spiritualists, but to occult students of 
many schools. In fact, the special object of 
spiritual development is to become more con
scious of the psychical body, and to use it with 
more freedom and independance while we are 
still dwellers in the clay,

These being facts that are susceptible of 
proof, it follows that all that odours to us is 
recorded not only on the physical brain and 
nervous system, but also, and simultaneously,

on tbe oorreepondlng parts of the spiritual 
body. So when the earth form disintegrates, 
and the brain, with Its record of what has hap
pened, melts Into the elements, the soul passes 
on into more spiritual life, clothed in the same 
spirit form that It wore when fettered in the 
clay, and bearing with It tho record of all that 
occurred while In earth-life.

The question to be considered next is wheth- 
er the record on tho spiritual sensorium is ex
actly like that made on the physios! brain. To 
this we say " Fes and No.” It is exactly like 
it, just as the glorified, ethereal form which 
the clairvoyant sees at the transition of one 
who has lived a good and loving life Is like the 
abandoned form of clay. It is so like it, that 
the spirit is at once recognized by those who 
were familiar with him when they walked the 
earth together. And yet this form, so ethe
real, so responsive to the rapid vibrations and 
currents of spirit existence, and both invisible 
and impalpable to the organs of sense in the 
body of earth, is different from the one of' 
flesh.

And just as the spirit-body resembles, and 
yet differs from the form of clay, so do the 
memories arising from the records made on tbe 
spirit-body resemble and yet differ somewhat 
from those recorded on the physical brain. 
Just as we shall have there the spiritualized 
essence of the roses and morning-glories we 
love so dearly here, and just as we shall clasp 
our loved ones in their spirit form, who will be
alive and warm to our own spirit embrace, so 
shall wo have really and truly the memory of 
what took place here. And just as scenes, 
places, thoughts, emotions, anything and ev
erything that makes our life here, are recorded 
on the brain, so is the essence, the real thing 
of which these earth appearances are only the 
expression, recorded as they pass on the tablets 
of the spiritual sensorium, to be reviewed with 
eagerness and interest by the soul as the rec
ords of the dear old days on mother earth.

For instance, when my father dwelt on the 
earth he was known as Adoniram Judson, 
Junior, because he bore his father’s name. 
This was recorded on the brain of earth. The 
corresponding record on the spiritual brain 
made prominent the fact that he was named 
for his dear father because he was his dear and 
first-born son. The letters making up his 
name in the English language are unimpor
tant in spirit life. But the filial and the pa
rental love thus expressed are imperishable.

Nothing is so arbitrary as a name. There ■' 
are, perhaps, millions of John Smiths in the 
spirit-world. Each one is different from every 
other one. There, each John Smith has a name 
that expresses his character, his individuality. 
But when he comes back to earth he must ex
plain which one he was, or else he is" not recog
nized.”

Why is one thing called a soap-dish and the 
other a towel? Why is not the towel called 
the soap-dish, and vice versa? Ralph Waldo 
Emerson retained his mind to his last breath, 
but he lost much of his verbal memory. Once 
he started for a walk, but soon returned. He 
wanted something, but could not think of its 
name. At last he said: “I want that thing 
that everybody borrows, and never brings 
back again.” His daughter laughed, and ran 
and got him an umbrella.

No, no; the memory of what happens here is 
not lost because the fleshly brain evanesces. 
The essence is faithfully recorded. We shall 
know each other there because to spiritual 
vision we shall look as we used to look. We 
shall review the experiences and the joys of 
the past, and memory, beloved identifier of 
the soul, whether embodied in both the bodies 
or in the more ethereal one, will hold her 
own; and one of the sweetest pleasures of the 
disembodied state will be in contrasting pres
ent joy with past pain, and in knowing that 
the dear eyes which shed so many tears on 
earth weep no more, and beam with the inner 
rejoicing that is full of glory.

Yours for humanity and for spirituality, 
Abby A. Judson.

Arlington, N. J., March 30,1899.

That History of Spiritualism.
To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

I appreciate the high compliment of Dr. Pee
bles’ proposition, as well as your flattering en
dorsement; for I realize that the qualifications 
requisite for such a work must be more than 
commonplace. I may not be up to the ideal 
implied and expressed. But I think one of the 
most vital essentials I may fairly accept as 
within my mental endowments. I could, I 
think, write a truthful history, so far as my 
knowledge would allow, without permitting 
personal prejudice or predilections to distort 
or exaggerate, or give any false coloring to the 
facts and experiences in my possession.

The first great question that confronts me 
is-Can I write a history worthy of the Cause, 
and one that will meet the approval of the 
reading public, and especially of those who 
engage my services? I do not know. All I 
oan promise is to try. If the way should be 
made for me to enter upon the work I will use 
the little talent I possess to the best advan
tage I can in the endeavor to faithfully pre
sent the vital facts and experiences of the first 
fifty years of Modern Spiritualism, and their 
logical relations to this world and the one to 
which we are all hastening.

But I realize it is no play spell. It will take 1 
time, study and hard work, all of which I 
shall be glad to contribute, if the conditions 
are made for me, and my qualifications for the 
undertaking be satisfactory.

Some one ought to attempt this work, be
fore the witnesses have all-gone beyond the 
reach of mortal questionings. That I am as 
well fitted for the work as any, I do not for a 
moment presume; but the number who are 
qualified are growing less every year, and soon 
the last one will be out of reach as a witness. 
I leave the subject in the hands of those inter
ested, to decide what shall be done.

Very truly yours, Lyman C. Howe.

Buffalo Mass-Meeting.
The New York State Spiritualist Association 

will hold a grand three three-days' mass-meet
ing in Buffalo, N. Y., April 19, 20, 21. Eminent 
speakers and mediums, among whom may be 
be mentioned Moses and Mattie Hull, Mrs. 
Carrie E. S. Twing and Mrs. A. L. Gillispie, 
will be in attendance. Good music will be a 
feature of the convention, and no pains will 
be spared to make this gathering one of the 
most instructive and helpful conventions ever 
held in the United States. Our New York 
readers should keep this date well in mind, 
and plan to be present on that occasion. For 
further particulars address Frank Walker, 
President, Hamburg, N. Y.

ST* Subscribe now for the Bannkb or Light,



APRIL 15. 1899. BANNER OF LIGHT. 1*
A Warning.

The Multiplication of Trusts.
BY OKOHOK A. BACON.

Because of Ite overshadowing danger to the 
people, and to tbe very life of tbe republic, a 
halt Is called to tlie combinations, organized 
solely from mercenary motives, dealing di
rectly with the necessaries of life, with tbe 
products of the soil and sea, with manufactures 
and all forms of industry.

The press makes daily record of some fresh 
conspiracy whereby, under the guise of law, 
the rights and welfare of the people are 
Ignored. No thoughtful observer of men or 
student of history can fail to see the evil re
sults which inherently follow such a system of 
economic warfare. As indicating tbe alarm
ing growth of these trusts, we give what tbe 
press of the country has declared within the 
past few days. Tbe Associated Press of only 
last week said:

Combinations Accumulate.
Here ure some of the combinations which Wall 

street hoard of to-day: A consolidation ot the peanut 
factories ot Virginia aud North Carolina, to be known 
as the American Edible Nut Company, capital §5.- 
000,000; a consolidation of stove manufacturers, capi
tal $75 000 000; a consolidation of tire firms making 
decorated glass, china, and metal lamps, and a price
pool of the large tool-works of the country, to advance 
tbe price of manufactured articles from 7 to 9 per 
eent., the original move to form a consolidation hav
ing been abandoned.

Manufacturers of Chicago, Cincinnati, Louisville, 
and other cities have been asked to go into the pro
jected combination of vinegar-makers. The combi
nation of plow manufacturers, It Is now reported, 
will have a capital stock of §00,000 000. The com
bination of the biscuit factories on the Pacific Coast 
to be Incorporated with §10.000,000 capital stock, will 
be called the Pacific Coast Biscuit Company, and Its 
business will be done west of the Rockies and will 
not conflict with the National Biscuit Company, 
which controls the field east of the Rockies.

Weakness in the stock ot tbe Continental Tobacco 
Company on tbe Stock Exchange to-day was ascribed 
to the formation of an Anti-Trust Tobacco League 
of the independent wholesale manufacturers, who 
have been joined by many of the large retailers In 
this city. It was announced that the American To
bacco Company has acquired the Banner Tobacco 
Company of Detroit.

Tbe United States Cast Iron Pipe and Foundry 
Company has arranged to acquire the Wisconsin 
Steel Company of West Superior.

The National Bicycle Trust, In process of forma
tion, Is stated to have received an option on tbe plant 
of the Acme Company of Reading.

For the first time since the Standard Oil Company 
commenced operations in Kansas it Is confronted 
with a formidable rival, and one which will be able to 
auccessfully meet its strong competition. At Inde
pendence to-day a company was organized with a 
capital of §250,000, with Maj. Graham, a former officer 
In the English army, and a capitalist, at Its bead. 
The company claims to have secured leases on one 
hundred thousand acres of land In the Cherokee Na
tion, in the northeastern part ot the Indian Territory, 
where the rich petroleum fields have recently been 
discovered. The new company is Independent of tbe 
Standard Company, and expects to compete with it 
not only in America, but in Europe. Tank line steam
ers, of seven thousand tens burden, have been built, 
ana are In tbe hands of the company. They will run 
from Gulf ports to Euronean countries. It is claimed 
that t&esteame.rs will be running within a few months.

The clerk in charge was busy all day (March 28) 
filing certlflcates.of Incorporation in the office of the 
Secretary of SWte. Among the larger concerns were 
the followlpg: The National Cash Register Company, 
capital .stock §5,000 000 . 20 percent, of the amount 
being 7 per cent, cumulative preferred stock. The 
company takes over tlie National Cash Register 
Compauy at Dayton, O., and several other similar 
establishments. Tbe Indo-Egyptian Compress Com
pany filed articles. The company will manufacture, 
operate and sell machinery for compressing cotton 
and other fibrous materials. The capital stock Is 
$15 000 000, and the incorporators are Charles P. 
Howland and Hugh A. Bayne, of New York, aud 
George Welwood Murray of Montclair.

The Globe Furniture Compauy of Northville has 
sold its plant and business to the American School 
Furnitur e Company, New York, a recently organized 
corporation with a capital of §10,000,000. Sixteen 
other concerns manufacturing the same lines of goods 
are also members. The Globe Company is the oldest 
firm of the kind In the United States. It Is said the 
change iu ownership will uot affect the local manage
ment.

Lately we have read of combines to control shoes, 
mica, ice aud milk in the East. Why should the en
ergetic discoverers hesitate? There are left so many 
useful articles that our pen could go on enumerating 
them for the next twenty-four hours.

Tne above will suffice for a sample. What 
does the honest reader think of it? If he or 
she is a struggling member of the great army 
of workers, whose constant burden of exist
ence is to toil for the means of daily life, what 
reflections arise on reading such instances, 
where those in place and power substitute the 
principles of the spoilsman for those of human 
brotherhood; where men of influence, social 
standing and commanding position- Christian 
men, surrounded with every comfort that 
wealth can give, greedily ignoring human in
terests, the happiness of the many, the well
being of all, and who do their utmoit to di
vorce human relations instead of fostering 
them?

Amid this delirium of selfishness there is one 
ray of hope—the independent press—which 
should be as a unit, be as an impregnable wall 
of protection against the further encroach
ments of the rights of the people. In all these 
combines, where does the freedom of the con
sumer come in ? It is swallowed up in the un
scrupulous maw of the monopoly. When bad 
men combine against their fellows, the people 
should unite to protect themselves.

It is pleasant to note that a portion of the 
press throughout the country has spoken in no 
uncertain manner. But the times are ripe for 
more united demonstration on the part of those 
who shape public opinion. We give with pleas
ure the pith of wbat has fallen under our eye 
from several prominent journals:

“Tbe plain facts are,” says the St. Paul Pio
neer Press, “that most, or many, of these 
trusts are organized primarily not with any 

-views of sharing with the consumer the in
creased profits of more economical methods of 
production, but expressly and mainly to do 
away with competition in prices. All concerns 
in the same line of business are swallowed up 
in these mammoth monopolies, whose purpose 
and practice it is to regulate the quantity and 
quality of the output, and dictate prices. They 
constitute a monstrous oligarchy of monopo
lies, intrenched behind stupendous aggrega 
tions ot capital, dominating the whole field of 
industrial life and activity within tbe United 
States, stifling individual enterprise, wiping 
out all minor local centres of thrift and indus
try, and carrying blight and desolation to every 
once prosperous town or village over which 
tbeir evil shadow has passed.”

Another journal, under the head of "All 
Pretense,” says: “The men who organize 
trusts are prompted by a desire to save money, 
but they want to save it for themselves. The 
consumer cuts no figure in their calculations. 
If the trust people think it expedient, they 
will admit him to some participation in their 
gain, but tbe matter is entirely in their own 
hands—assuming, of course, that the trust is 
successful in accomplishing its great purpose, 
namely, the killing off of competition... .They 
save money, of course, but that does not mean 
that the consumer gets the benefit of tbe sav
ing. And it is always a dangerous business to 
legislate so as to make one class prosperous in 
the expectation that the benefited class will 
share its prosperity with others.”

And still another journal, the Omaha Bee. 
says: “It is reported that the newly-formed 
Smelter Trust will advance the price of silver 
10 per cent. The effort to raise the price of a 
product which depends on tbe world for a mar
ket, and for whicn there is scarcely a demand 
for the amount produced, will be watched with 
interest. If it can be done, it will do more to 
hasten the passage of legislation to effectually 
deal with these great combinations than any 
other event which could have happened. This 
is not because the people object to an increase 
in the value of the product, but because it will 
be such a striking exhibition of the power of 
these great combinations. If a trust can ad
vance and maintain the increase in price of a 
product which is of world-wide production, 
not a necessity, nor protected by favorable

legislation, there Is practically no limit to tbe 
power of combined capital."

This article Is already too long to say any
thing as to the means of remedying tho evils 
growing out of these trust usurpations. But 
omittance Is not quittance.

Washington, ]). C., March 27, IMMl,

Los Angelos, Cal.
Tho Ilarmonial Spiritualists' Association of 

this city held its Fourth Annual Meeting 
March 5. From tho reparts road, it must bo 
acknowledged that this society is in a flour
ishing condition. The well-known looturer 
and medium, Mrs. Maude L. von Freitag, has 
been doing effective service for tho society 
during the last year, and from present outlook 
will remain another year. Tbe Treasurer's 
account of tbe moneys received and disbursed 
was as follows, summarized:

HEOKIl’TH.
Stated Collections......... . ..........................................si 475.75
Membership Fees..................................................... 311,00
Special Subscriptions............................................... 47.50
Occasional Collections............................................... 86.48
Rents of Hmnonlal Hall....... •................................ 276.00
Ladles’ Ilarmonial Workers and Special Entertain.

“lent.......................................................................... 557.40
Tuta>.........................................................................................§2,48Ui3

DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries of Lecturers and Mediums........................ RI,05500
Hou of Hall............................................................. " tewo
Music.................................................................... 200 00
Printing and Advertising....... 'l)8 00 
Furniture ana Miscellaneous....,......... ................... 436 23

Total................................................................. 02,4*9.31
The Association rents a large hall, withall 

its appurtenances, and sublets to various other 
clubs and societies. A thriving Lyceum is now 
running, and is well patronized. Tne Ladies’ 
Harmonial Workers look after the social part 
of the Association, and a new society for be
nevolent purposes is now organized, and it is 
expected greater results will be accomplished 
the coming year. Officers of the Association 
for ensuing year: President, E. A. Humphrey; 
Secy, J. D. Griffith; Treasurer, Mrs. Nettie 
Howell.
. The Truth Seeker Society is another flour- 
18*llnK society in Los Angeles presided over by 
Mrs. Browning. Not having a permanent sup
ply it affords opportunity to hear many lectur
ers, both resident and itinerant—of the latter, 
Spiritualists have an abundance, both good and 
indifferent.

The Medium, under the editorship of Bro. E. 
D. Lunt, has been sold to a Mr. Carlson, who 
intends to make several changes in its general 
make-up, but it will be difficult to make it more 
pronounced in favor of clean Spiritualism than 
under the management of Bro. Lunt. We un
derstand Mr. Lunt will be connected with the 
well-known author, A. P. Miller, formerly of 
Minnesota, in conducting the East Side News, 
a weekly newspaper in East Los Angeles.

Dr. Peebles of San Diego officiated for the 
Harmonials in February, and gave excellent 
satisfaction. The doctor is as chirpy as a bird, 
and is full of projects, and expects to travel 
around the world once again. May he live 
long to serve the people. Prof. Carlyle Peter- 
srlea is the organist for the Harmonials. He 
will be remembered back there in Boston as 
being way up in his profession before he be
came the famous author of “Mary Ann Carew,” 
“ Oceanides,” etc., etc.
I shall close this hasty scribble with men

tioning only one more noted Spiritualist of 
the place, Hamilton C. O’Bleness, the quiet, 
unassuming, dignified scholar, essayist and 
poet, perhaps better known to the newspaper 
world twenty years ago, when he dwelt iu Des 
Moines, Iowa. On special occasions, anniver
saries, jubilees, etc., Mr. O’Bleness is brought 
forth from bis quiet home on Montreal street 
to read a thoughtful poem or essay commem
orative of past events in the history of Spirit
ualism. It is expected that Mr. O’Bleness will 
ere long see his way clear to publish in book 
form some of his beautiful sonnets, poems and 
essays—historical and biographical—sketches 
of the old pioneers, editors, lecturers and medi
ums; oyer nearly all he has passed bis accurate 
measuring rod. I enclose one of Mr. O’Blen
ess’poems for publication, “The New Amer 
ica," which your humble servant thinks is 
very, very good, worthy to be sung from every 
spiritualistic platform.

J. Emlyn DAvis,

For Over Filly Years
Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup lias been used for 
children teething. It soothes the child, softens the 
gums, allays all pain, cures wind colic, and Is the best 
remedy for Diarrhoea. Twenty-five cents a bottle.

Special Request.
As I am making all arrangements for a posi

tively farewell lecture tour in America pre
vious to starting for Australia, I espscially 
request that tbe many managers of camp
meetings and other summer resorts who have 
written to me already concerning work for 
them during the coming summer, as well as 
all others who may desire my services, will 
kindly communicate with me at once, so as 
to settle agreements definitely before I close 
out my bouse lo start ou my farewell lecturing 
journey. 1 have definitely arranged to be at 
several places during the coming summer, but 
other engagements are pending, and for the 
convenience of all concerned I respectfully 
request immediate letters from all who desire 
my services, as I have very few open dates. 
My farewell appearance in Brooklyn will and 
must be previous to the end of April.

Very respectfully, W. J. Colville.
497 Franklin, Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., Mar. 20.

CONSUMPTION OCRED.
An old physician, retired from practice, had placed 

tn his bauds by au East India missionary the formula 
of a simple vegetable remedy for the speedy and per
manent cure of Consumption, Bronchitis, Catarrh, 
Asthma and all Throat and Lung Affections, also a 
positive and radical cure for Nervous Debility and all 
Nervous Complaints. Having tested its wonderful 
curative powers in thousands of cases, and desiring 
to relieve human suffering, I will send free of charge 
to all who wish it, this recipe, iu German, French or 
English, with full directions for preparing and using. 
Sent by mail, by addressing, with stamp, naming this 
paper, W. A.Noyes. 820 Powers’ Block.Rochester, N. T.

To Bear Witness,
A

A METAPHYSICAL SKETCH
BY SUSIE C. CLARK.

Author ot “A Look Upward,” “ Pilate’s Query,” etc.
A true story, presenting metaphysical healing from the 

standpoint of a Spiritualist, and portraying some ot the 
limitations and inconsistencies of Christian Science, viz., 
its lack ot any proof ot immortality, or recognition of Deity 
In the visible universe.

CONTENTS.
The Valley of the Shadow; The Resurrection: What They 

Said; Greek Meets Greek; Theology vs. Christian Healing; 
Law OS. Science; The Teacher: At Work; The Departure: 
Now Revelations; Alone with Nature; A Sabbath in Ue 
Mountains; For tbe Truth's Sake; Fruition.

Cloth, pp. 180; price 81.00.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

PSYCHOLOGY,

Catarrh Cannot he Cored
With LOCAL A1’PM0ATI0NII,m they cininbt raaoh the 
last of the dlwim, Catarrh fa a blood or conetttutlonnl dis
ease, and In order tn nuro It you must take Internal reme
dies. Hall's Catarrh Cum la mkrn Internally and anta dl- 
motiy on the blood and niiicoini *iirf*ccn, lull's Catarrh 
Cum la not a quack inedlclno. Il was prescribed by one 
of tho boat physicians In Ibis country for yrnra, and la a 
regular prescription. It la composed of the best tonics 
known, combined with the best blood purifiers, acting di
rectly on tho mucous surfaces, Tho perfect combination 
of tbe two Ingredient* is what produces such wonderful 
results tn curing Catarrh. Send for testimonials, free.

F. J. CHENEY A CO., Props,, Toledo, O, 
Bold by druggist*, price 76c.

^tbigms in fusion.

J. K. D. Conant,
Trance and Business Psychometrist.

CUTTINGS dally from 10 a.m. to 4i’. M. tji Bosworth 
street. Communicate Telephone 3690, Boston.

April I.

FREE! FREE!
AN ASTONISHING OFFER

»X?JL5,n .?WalB lM’ l»««llf»l miniature CI'IIOIBTEItKD 
JAKLOk HET of three pirces, nbsolutcly FREE of all expense.

b r square, honest offer, which means all we say. Wo do 
, ,noro effectually make ourselves known to the pub

lic, and introduce tho best family medicine in the world. This 
Bnt’con?’*<,,!’°^ on®,0^* nn|l 1”° e*in'r*' They aromado 

of fine lintruu* meta! frames, beautifully finished and decorated, 
and upholstered In the finest manner with beautiful plush (any 

or to O Any°no >8frco to accept this generous offer if 
they will distribute our samples and circulars, and wo will do 
exactly as wo agree. You can test our homily without tho 
payment, of one penny, as wo charge nothing for packing, box- 
mg an- inping. Address

JGG1NS, Treasurer, Station E, Now York.
Mar. •!. 4w

A Fast Dye Free:
Wo wish to PROVE to EVERY LADY that •• PERFEC

TION” Dyes make th* FASTEST, STRONGEST, and 
BRIGHTEST Colors, and we make this liberal oiler as tin 
inducement to try them. Send 111 cts. for a pnekup* of our 
New Black (your choice for wool ot cotton), a mi vou will 
also receive a large pkg. of Turkey Roti for cotton FREE, if 
you enclose this advertisement in your letter. HWfc at once.

W. CUSHING & CO., Box (JO, Foxcroft, .Maine.

April 1 6t cet

PARKER’S 
HAIR BALSAM 

Cleanse, and beautifies the hair. 
Promotes a luxuriant growth. 
Mover Folia to Hestoro Groy 
Hair to its Youthful Color. 

Cures sculp diseases 4 hair fulling. 
50c, and *1.60 at Druggists

National Spiritualists’ Association
INCORPORATED ISM. Headquarters 600 Pennsylvania

Avenue, South-East, Washington, D.O. All Spiritualists 
visiting Washington cordially Invited to call. Contributing 
membership (§1.00 a year) can be procured Individually by 
sending fee to the Secretary at tho above address, and re
ceiving a handsome certificate ot the same, with one copy 
each of N, S. A, Reports for ’97 and '98.

A few copies of the Reports of Conventions of ’93, '94, ’95, 
'96 and’97, still on hand. Copies up to ’97 25 cents each. 
'97 and '98 may bo procured, the two for 35 cents; singly, 25 
cents.

MRS. MARY T. LONGLKY, s.’e’i, Pennsylva 
nla Avenue, S. E.„ Washington, D. C. tit Feb. 20.

JUBILEE MEMORIAL TRI ELIE.
FOR THE FIRST TIME In the history of the Spiritual 

movement that anything like a compilation of the 
the names of the earlier mediums, speakers, workers, lec

turers and prominent advocates, etc , lias over been at
tempted, appears in the Address of George a. Bacon, 
The Passing of the Grand Army of Spiritual 
Pioneer*, delivered at the recent Golden Jubilee at 
Rochester, N, Y. This little pamphlet is a timely and val
uable tribute to those who became Identified with tbe 
cause in the years agone. All Spiritualists should have a 
copy. Price 5 cents.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING 10.

Beto |urB ^teriistiwto,

George T. Albro
ON and after November 1st will give a few hours each 

week for tho development ot Mediumship.
Consultation und advice free regarding mediumistic

gifts. 51 Rutland street, Boston. April 1.

Osgood F. Stiles,
DEVELOPMENT of Mediumship and Treatment of Ob

session a specialty.
MKB, OSGOOD F. STILES,

Clairvoyant Business Sittings. Hours from 10 to 4 No. 53
Chandler street, Boston. April 1.

Miles L. Wilcox,
MAGNETIC Healer. Office ami residence 89 Appleton 

street, Boston, Mass. Office hours 9 to 5. Will visit pa
tients by appoint mem at ro-ldonce. Chronic Diseases, Tu

mors, Pneumonia, and all nervous troubles, successfully 
treated. Consultation free. Magnetized Paper 81 a package.

Apr 15 4w'

Ella Z. Dalton, Astrologer,
CHALDEAN and Egyptian Astrology. Lite-Roadings 

given from the cradle to the grave. Advice given on 
all kinds of Business. Also Teacher of Astrology. Readings 

01.00 and upwards. !X Bosworth street, Boston.

MRS. THAXTER,
Banner of Light Building, Boston, Mass. f 

April 1.

Marshall O. Wilcox.
MAGNETIC Healer, 8^ Bosworth st.,Room 5, Bannerol

Light Building. Boston, Mass. Office hours, 9 to 12 A.
k., 1 to 5 p. m. Will visit patients at residence by appoint
ment. Magnetized paper, 01,00 a package. April 1.

Mrs. Fannie A. Dodd,
MAGNETIC HEALER and Test Medium, No, 233 Tre

mont street, corner of Eliot street, Boston.
April 15 _____________________________________ ■

Mrs. Maggie J. Butler,
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT,

175 Tremont street, Evans House, Boston, from 10 to 4.
Mar. 25 13w*

C. LESTER LANE, C. S. C.,
OBSESSION.

PSYCHIC HEALER and Specialist In all forms ot Ob- 
session. 78 Berkeley street, Suite 3, Boston.

April 1 4w*

Wm. H. Drake,
PSYCHIC. Men al ami Magnetic Healer. Spiritual Class

es Tuesdays. 3 R.M. sharp; ’Scents. 78Rutland street, 
near Tremont. Boston. Office hours 9 tn 6. 2w’ April 8.

Miss Annie J. Webster,
TRANCE MEDIUM,

119 L Street. South Boston, Mass.
Mar. 18. tf

Albert Sawin,
Medical Clairvoyant and Healer, 

Apr. 1. 378 Columbus Avenue, Boston 4W

Willard L. Lathrop,
SLATE-WRITING. Hours 10 to 3 dally. 90 Berkeley 

street, suite 1. Boston. lw* April 15

Amelia Summerville 
Obesity Remedy,

Also good for Diabsisi 
and Rheumatism,

No dieting necessary. Full direction* ou every box. 
Price 02.00 per box, or fhreo boxes for 05.00.

Amelin Summerville,
Jan. IS. tft P. O. Box BB2, N.Y. City, B. S.A.

FRED P. EVANS,
THE World-Famed Slate-Writing Medium, IN

Wear 42d street, Now York City. Occult Books for Mie.
April! tf

MRS. ELISE STUMPF, MAGNETIC HEAL
ER, cures diseases pronounced incurable byphysi- 

clans. Nervous diseases a specialty. Also sittings for Bplr. 
Huai Communications. Hours from 10 to 3 daily, oxcent 
Bunday. 436East84thstreet, Now York. 13w* Feb.

TYROFESSOR ST. LEON. Scientific Astrolo- 
X ger; thirty years’practice. 108 West 17th street, new 
Sixth Avenue, New York. Personal Interviews, 81.00.

Nov. 21. t

TUTRS. M.C. MORRELL, Clairvoyant, Business 
jLTJL Test aud Prophetic Medium, 330 west 59th st., N. Y,

Feb. 18. 13w*

Dr. Fred. L H. Willis
KOCHESTEB, N. Y.

FOR thirty years bis success In treating chronic disease* 
In both sexes has been phenomenal. Send for clreulMf 
with references and terms. 24S Alexander street.

May 21. tf

Three Journeys

Around the World;
OB,

Travels in the Pacific Islands, New 
Zealand, Australia, Ceylon, 

India, Egypt,
And Other Oriental Countries.

IN ONE VOLUME.

BY J. M. PEEBLES, A.M., M.D., PH.D.
Author of “Seers of the Ages,” “Immortality," ‘ Howt» 

Live a Century,” " Critical Review ot Rev. Dr. Kipp,” 
“Jesus, Myth, Man or God?” ” The Soul, Its Pre- 

existence,” “Did Jesus Christ Exist?” etc., etc.

Mrs. A. B. Severance
IS NOT A FORTUNE TELLER; but gives psycho

metric, Improsslonal and prophetic readings to pro
mote tlie health, happiness, prosperity and spiritual unfold- 

ment of those who seek her advice. People lu poor health, 
weak, discouraged, suffering from anxiety ami misfortune, 
are advised to consult her. Nature’s own remedies, simple, 
efficacious aud Inexpensive, are prescribed.

Full reading, 81.00 and four 2-cent stamps. Address 1300 
Main street. White Water, Walworth Co., Wls.

Mention Banner of Light. 26w Feb. 4.

Hindoo Test Psychometer.
BEST instrument yet devised for writing by psychic 

force. Attractive in appearance and rapid In action, 
while a simple device affords a perfect test of all communi

cations. Sent prepaid for one dollar. Agents wanted.
Feb. 11 13w« HERBERT A CO., Akron, Ohio.

MAP<”ONSET 10c.
A25c. Map will be sold at 10c. for advertising purposes, 

for 30 days only.
II. E. GIFFORD, Box «, Onset, Mann.

Mar. 25. 4w

ASTONISHING OFFO^
SEND three2-cent stamps, lock ot hair, name, age,sex, one 

leading symptom,and your disease will be diagnosed free 
byspirltpower.MR8.Dn.DOB80N-BABKER,SanJos6,Cal.

April 1 13w*

Ladies’ Schubert Quartet, 
22 Milford Street, Boston. Funeral Music a Specialty. 
Feb. 4. 13W* r ’

Mrs. Florence White,
Medium, sand Scientific Palmist, 175 Tremont street, Boston. 

Mar. 4 if

Mrs. Anna Lewis,
Natural Healer, 22 Milford street, Boston.

During Dr. J. M. Peebles’s late (aud third) trip around 
the world, he studied and noted the laws, custom* and re. 
llglons of nations and peoples, giving special attention^ 
Spiritualism, Magic, Theosophy and reform movement*, 
He visited Ceylon, India, Persia, Egypt, Syria, and the con
tinent of Europe, and secured much material, which has 
been embodied In a large octavo volume.

The volume contains thirty-five chapters, and treat* on 
tbe following subjects:
Home Life in California.

Sly Third. Voyage.
The Sandwich Islands.

The Pacific Island Races.
Ocean'Bound Toward Auckland.

Rew Zealand,
Melbourne, Australia.

Australia.
From Rew Zealand Onward, 

A\Beries of Seances Upon the Ocean.
The Chinese Orient.

Feb. 4. 13W

DR. JULIA CRAFTS SMITH, Medi
cal ClairV03 ant In all diseases. Rheumatism a special
ty. Consultation free. 15 Warren Avenue, Boston.

April 1 cow tf

MRS. A. BORES I ER, Trance and Business
Medium, 27 Union Park street, Suite 5, Boston. 10 to 5

April 15 4w»

College oi Psychical Sciences.
TIIE only one In tbe world for the uufoldment ot all Spir

itual Powers, Psychometry, Clairvoyance, Inspiration, 
Healing, Illumination. For terms, circulars, percentage of 

psychical pow er, send a stamped addressed envelope lo J. 
C. F. GRUMBINE, author and lecturer, 3960 Langley Ave
nue, Flat 3, Chicago.

” Clairvoyance: Its Nature and Law of Uufoldment.” A 
workot Illumination. Teaches how to pierce the veil of 
sense, to see spirits and untold adeptship. Cloth, price 83.50.

Semi 25 cts. for sample copy of, or §1 fora year's subscrip
tion to " Immortality,” the new and brilliant Quarterly Psy
chical Magazine, Address J. C. F. GRUMBINE, Station M, 
Chicago. tf t Dec. 17.

M and Hope messenger

Price Reduced
From $1.25 to

30 Cents!
STUDIES

IN THE.

Outlying Fields
OF

PSYCHIC SCIENCE.
BI HUDSON TUTTLE,

Author of “Arcana of Nature,” ” Origin aud Developmen 
ot Man,” etc. , ,

CO^TEWTS.
Dedication. Analysis.
Chap. I.—Matter, Life, Spirit.
Chan. IL—What the Senses Teach of the World aud the 

Doctrine ot Evolution.
Chan. III.—Scientific Methods of tho Study of Man, and Its 

Results.
Chap. IV.—Wbat Is the Sensitive State ?
Chap. V.-Sensltlve State: Its Division into Mesmeric 

Somnambulic and Clairvoyant.
Chap. VI.—Sensitiveness Proved by Psychometry.
Chap. VIL—Sensitiveness During Sleep.
Chap. VIII.—Dreams.
Chap. IX.—Sensitiveness Induced by Disease.
Chap. X.—Thought Transference.
Chap. Xl.-Intimations of an Intelligent Force.
Chap. XII.-Effects of Physical Intluonces on tho Sensitive.
Chap. XIII.—Unconscious Sensitiveness.
Chap. XIV.-Prayer In tho Light of Sensitiveness aud 

Thought-Waves.
Chap. XV.—Christian Science, Mind-Cure, Faith-Cure—their 

Physical Relations.
Chap. XVI.—What tho Immortal State Must Be.
Chap. XVII—Personal Experience-Intelligence from the 

Sphere of Light.

Hypnotism, Personal Magnetism, and
Clairvoyance. ]

[Illustrated.]
BY WILLIAM A. BARNES. A

The author in his preface says: “The object of this wot/ । 
is to give the reader a general and correct idea of the pr*^ 
tical application and value of Psychology, hypnotism, per- : 
sonal magnetism and clairvoyance, as applied to education, । 
morality, spirituality, medicine, surgery, business and de
velopment and exercise of personal magnetism as om- । 
ployed In society. Pamphlet. I

Price 25 cents. __ i
For sale by BANNEROF LIGHTPUBLIS HING CO.

^ PISO'S CURE FOR

irt

Nov 19

CHRIS WHERE ALL USE FAILS. _ 
Bert Cough Syrup, Tastes Good. Um 

in time. Bold bv druggists.

on

CONSUMPTION "

62w

Tho author sets out to put on a more scientific and ration 
al basis the proofs of the doctrine of Immortality. He rec
ognizes tbe fact that wo live In an age of growing skepti
cism; that evidence which was once sufficient Is no longer 
so, and that In the minds of a very large class of earnest and 
Intelligent persons faith in a future state of exlstence|bas 
a very slender hold.

The book contains 350 pages, 12mo, !■ well 
printed, and neatly bound In cloth. Price 30 
cents, postage free.
JOr sale bv BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO. 

^M0LUe7aNCHER, THE BROOKLYN ENIGMA, 
r An Authentic Statement of Facts In tho Life of Mary J. 
Fulcher, the Psychological Marvel of tho Nineteenth Cen
tury. Bv 'udgb Abram H. Dauby.

Judge Dalley has proved himself a most competent biog
rapher, and has done a deed of great value In presenting to 
the public, in book-form, the principal events In thellfe 
of Miss Fancher. While authenticity Is his principal ob
ject, he has couched bls narrative tn such attractive terms 
that It Is a most readable compilation of rich and enduring 
thoughts as well.

The proceeds of tho book are given to Miss Fancher, and 
an appreciative nubile can do no better service to her than 
by buying liberally, and by spreading this most Interesting 
recital of a marked character In tho world's history.

Umo, cloth. Price 81.501 postage 10 cents.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

fip Writing Planchette for sale by Ban. 
nor of Light Publishing Go. Price 60 cents.

W. J. Colville, Proprietor and Editor.
49? Franklin Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y,

A Thoroughly unique, first, class monthly 
periodical. Practical, Philanthropic, Progressive. A 

welcome visitor In every home. 50 et«. per year; single 
copy, 5 cts. Clubs with the Banner of Light at 
$2.25 a year. Advertising at liberal rates, tf Dec. 17

“Lichtstrahlen”

Chinese Religions and Institutions, 
Cochin, China, to Singapore.

Malacca to India.
Spiritual Seances on the Indian Ocean 

India: Its History and Treasures, 
India’s Religions, Morals and So- 

cial Characteristics,
The Rise of Buddhism in India,

The Brahmo-SomaJ and Parsees—Spiritual
ism in India,

From India to Arabia—Aden and the Arabs.
The City of Cairo, Egypt.

Egypt’s Catacombs and Pyramids—Ap
pearance of the Egyptians.

Study of the Pyramids—Sight of the 
Great Pyramid,

Ancient Science in Egypt—Astronomy 
of the Egyptians.

From Alexandria to Joppa and Jerusalem— 
the City of Joppa,

City of Prophets and Apostles—Jesus and Je
rusalem.

Present Gospels.
The Christianity of the Ages—Plato \ant 

Jesus in Contrast,
Turkey in Asia—Ionia and the Greeks.

Athens.
Europe and its Cities.

Ceylon and its Buddhists.
The India of To-Day.
Hindoo Doctrines of the Dead, 

The Mediterranean Sea.
(RAYS OF LIGHT)

Die elnzlge deutsche Zcltschrlft fucr Splrltnallsmus mid 
Occnltlsnms lu den Ver. Stanton. Jahresabonncment §1.00; 
erschclnt wocchentllch. Probcnummern gem versandt. 
Zulu Aboiinement lailrt freumlHcbst ein

MAX. Gr33IWT5Z;i£E, 
West Point, Nebraska.
Fell. 4. V

SEND 
US 

10 cts
Sept. 3

tor a copy of THE COMING 
LIGHT

! California’s new illustrated 
maeazine; progressive; unique 
features; corps of contributors 
unsurpassed, 
Coming Light,

021 OTarw’l Street, 
San Francisco, Calif.

eow

LIGHT: A Weekly Journal of Psychical, Oc
cult aud Mystical Research. “LIGHT” proclaims a 

belief in tbe existence aud life of the spirit apart from and 
indepeudent ot tbe material organism, and in tho reality 
and value ot Intelligent intercourse between spirits em
bodied and spirits disembodied. This position It firmly and 
consistently maintains. Beyond this It has no creed) aud Its 
columns are open to a full aud free discussion—conducted 
In a spirit of honest, courteous and reverent Inquiry—its 
only alm being, in tho words of Its motto Light I More 
Light!”

To the educated thinker who concerns himself with ques
tions of an occult character, ’‘LIGHT’’affords a special 
vehicle of information and discussion. It is tho acknowl
edged representative of cultivated and intelligent Spiritual
ism throughout the world, everywhere quoted and referred 
to as such. Tho Editor has the cooperation of the best 
writers lu this country and abroad, whose opinions are 
worthy of permanent record, whose experience and knowl
edge are of the highest value, and who have no other vehi
cle for their publications than “LIGHT.” This gives the 
Journal a unique position and a singular value.

Price 2d.; or, IDs. IDd. per annum, post free.
All orders for the Paper and for Advertisements, and all 

remittances, should be addressed to “Tho Manager"; all 
communications Intended to be printed should be addressed 
to “ The Editor.”

Office: 110 St. Martin’s Lane, London, Eng. ■ - - “ Cow

READ “THE TWO WORLDS,” edited by
E.W. WALLIS. "Tho people’s popular spiritual pa 

per." Sent post free to trial subscribers for 24 weeks for 65 
cents. Annud subscription, 81.60. Order ot the Manager 
“Two Worlds” office, 18 Corporation street, Manchester, 
England. THE TWO WORLDS gives the most complete 
record of the work of Spiritualism In Great Britain, and is 
thoroughly representative of tho progressive spirit and 
thought of the movement. Specimen copies ou sale a 
Banner office.

RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.
devoted to Spiritual Philosophy, Rational Religion and 

Psychical Research. Sample copy free. Weekly-6 pages- 
81.00 a year. THOMAS G. NEW MAN, Publisher, 1429 Mar
ket street, 8an Francisco, Oal.

THE BOSTON INVESTIGATOR, the oldest 
reform journal In publication. Price. 83.00 a year, 81.50 
for six months, 8 cents per single copy. Address KENE8T 

MENDUM, Investigator Office, Paine Memorial, Boston.

Helps to Right Living
BY KATHERINE H. NEWCOMB.

This book contains certain principles of tbe higher spiritual 
philosophy adapted to the uses of life, Its purpose being to 
strengthen character and Insure health through the devel
opment of the imerior consciousness. Each chapter Is 
the brief sketch of a lesson given In the regular Wednes
day Classes at the writer’s home.

52 chapter*, Cloth, S1JB5 post-paid.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

Egypt and Antiquity.
Large 8vo., cloth, gilt aides aud buck. Illus

trated. Nearly 500 pages. Price, 81.50. Pos
tage 20 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

Miss Judson’s Books.
“ Why She Became a Spiritualist.” I 

In cloth, 264 pages, 81.00.
‘‘From Night to Morn;

Or, An Appeal to tbe Baptist Church
Pamphlet, 32 pages. One copy, 15 cents; two copies 

cents; ten copies, to one address, 01.00.

“The Bridge Between Two Worlds.”
217 pages. Iu cloth, 81.00; paper covers,75 cents.

“A Hoppy Year?
Or, Fifty-Two Letters to the Banner of Light’ 

Leatherette binding, scarlet ami gold. 178 pages, 75 cent* 
Each of tho above contains a portrait of tbe author.

“Development of Mediumship by Terrestri
Magnetism.” *
In cloth, 28 pages, 50 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

PSYCHOGRAPHY.
Marvelous Manifestations of Psychic Power given through 

the Mediumship of Fred P. Evans, known as the Inde- 
pendent Slate-Writer, By J. J. Owen. A hook you 
ought to read.
Absorbingly interesting, and should bo lu the hands ot 

every thoughtful man and woman. No one can read it* 
pages without being convinced ot the existence of a future 
life. The book is of great value, not only to Spiritualists, 
but to those interested in tho problem of man’s future life 
as well as to those Interested in phenomenal research.

PRESS REVIEWS.
...."The book before us Is one that should Interest every 

one. for the reason that It furnishes Irrefragable evidences 
of the continued existence ot some who, having once lived 
upon earth, have passed from it, and assures us that if they 
live, we shall live also beyond tho event termed death."— 
Banner of Light, Boston.

...." We hope the work will have a large sale. It Is spies 
dldly got up, Is Illustrated, and forms a very valuable ad 
dltlon to tho literature ot the movement devoted to phe 
nomena and mediumistic experiences.’’—We Two Worlds 
Manchester, Eng,

....“ Tills book is an admirable supplement to the oneof 
the same name written by M. A. (Oxon), and published some 
years since—the supplement being the weightiest part—and 
tho two combined give proof positive ot the reality of dl 
rect splrlt-wrltltig.” — The Harbinger of Light, Melbourne, 
Australia.

Dear Mr. Evans-I thank you very much for sending 
me your extraordinary book of " Psycbography." I lookat 
it with great Interest, and will be glad to mention it in the 
Review of Reviews. W. T. Stead,

Mowbray House, London.
This volume is superroyal octavo in size, beautifully bound 

In cloth and gold, and profusely illustrated. Price 88.09 
postage 20 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING OO.

Dr. Hidden’s Beautiful Songs.
Among the latest song successes may be mentioned the 

following from the pen of DR. O. W. HIDDEN, whose name 
Is so familiar to Spiritualists and liberals throughout the 
land: "KEEP SUMMER IN YOUR HEART ” Isa delight
ful ballad; " THE ORGAN IN THE CORNER " is one ofthe 
sweetest, tenderest songs ever written; "I'LL 81NG 
AGAIN DOWN BY THE SEA” Is a sweet song, with a 
pretty waltz retrain. All are finely engraved and pftntsd, 
and each title-page bears a likeness of the author. ”

Price 40 cents per copy.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING OO 
oam
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Spiritual Sdt^
QTWe dedre till* Hat Co be ua accurate aa 

Waalblr. Will aecretnrlea or conductora please 
Mtlfy ua of any errora or omlaalona. Notice* for 
thia column ahould reach thia office by IX o’clock 
Been, of the Saturday preceding the data ot 
publication. ____ ____

BOSTON AND VICINITY.
Appleton Hall, UK Appleton ■treeh-Palne Memo- 

litl Building, aldo entrance.—Tho Gotptl of Spirit Return 
8 otety,Minnie M. Soule, Pastor, will Bold services every 
Bunday at 2# and 74 p.m.

Button Spiritual Taniplo meet* la Berteley Hall, 
4 Berkeley street. Every Miiday nl 104 and 74 P-m. EL. 
Allen, President; J, B, Hatch, Jr., Secretary, Il Sidney st., 
Dorchester, Muss,

Baton Spiritual Lyceum moots in Berkeley Hall every 
8 ittdayat I o’clock. J. Browne Hatch, Conductor; A. Olar 
enoe Armstrong, Clerk, 17 neroy street, Dorchester, Mass.

The Helping Hand Society meets every Wednesday In 
Oouid Hall, 3 Boylston Place. Business meeting st 4 o’clock. 
Supper at 6 o'clock. Entertainment at 7,4. Mrs. Carrie L. 
Hitch, President; Mrs. Grace Cobb Crawford, Secretary.

Bible Spirltuallat Meeting*, Odd Ladle*’ Hull, 
AW Tremont Street.-Mrs. Guiterrez, President. Ser
vices Bundays at 10,4 a. m., 2,4 and 7 r.M„ and Wednesdays 
at 24 p.m.

Boatou Paychic Conference, 18 Huntington Av. 
-L. L. Whitlock, President., Sundays, 2,4 p.m.

ChUdren’a Progressive Lyceum—Spiritual Sunday 
8>liool—meets every Bunday morning In Red Men’s Hall 
614 Tremont street, at 104 a.m. All are welcome. Mrs. 
M. A. Brown, Superintendent.

Engle Hall, Old Washington Street.-Sundays at 
11 A.M.,Sand 74 p.m. Mrs. M. E. Gilliland, Conductor.

Echo Hall-1 Johnson Avenue, Charlestown Dirt.-Sun- 
day, Wednesday and Friday evenings. Mrs. E. J. Peak 
Chairman.

Elrst Spiritualist Clin ch, 730 Washington St.
-BL Adeline Wilkinson, Pastor. Sundays, 11 a.m.; 3and 8 
p.m. Thursday, 3 p.m.
Harmony Hall, 794 Washington Street. —104 

A. m.,24 and 7,4p.m. Tuesday aud Thursday afternoons 
at 24. N.P.Smith, Chairman.

Hollis Hall, 780 Washington St.-Services Bun 
days, 104 *• M., 24 and 7,4 P.M. George B. Cutter,Chair
man.

Spiritual Fraternity — At First Spiritual Temple 
Exeter and Newbury streets, Sundays at 104 and 74 P.M. 
the continuity of life will be demonstrated through differ- 
ent phases of mediumship. Other meetings announced 
from the platform, A. H. Sherman Secretary.

The Copley Mystic Circle meets Sundays at 74 P. M., 
Boom 6, Huntington Aveuue; The Metaphysical Behoof 
Mondays,3 p. m.; Fridays at 11 a.m., class for advanced 
thinkers on the Inner mysteries and Occult forces of life. 
Take elevator. Dr. F. J. Miller. President.

The First Spiritualist Ladles’Aid Society meets 
every Friday afternoon and evening. Supper served at 6 
p.m.-at 241 Tremont street, near Eliot street. Mrs. Mattle 
E. A. Allbe, President ; Carrie L. Hatch, Sec'y, 74 Sydney 
street, Dorchester, Mass.

The Ladies’ Lyceum Union meets every Wednes
day attermjon and evening In Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont 
street. Supper at 64 p.m. Mrs Maggie J. Butler, Presi
dent; Mrs. Sadie French, Secretary.

The Ladles’ Spiritualistic Industrial Society 
meets at Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont street every Thursday 
afternoon and evening; supper at 6. Mrs. M. A. Brown 
President.

The Spiritual Science Church, Lower Audi
ence Boom, First Spiritual Temple, corner ot Newbury 
and Exeter streets, Sundays at 74 p.m. Preaching by Rev, 
TrE. Allen.

The Veteran Spiritualists’ Union holds meetings 
th i third Thursday of each month in Dwight Hall, 514 Tre- 
m -nt street, at 7,4 r. M. All are Invited. Christopher O. 
Shaw, Preside it; Mrs. J. 8. Soper,Clerk,67 Huron Avenue, 
North Cimbrldge.

CAMBRIDGE.
The Spirit of Truth Society, 527 -Massachusetts 

Aveuue, Cambridgeport, holds meetings Sundays at24and 
74 P. M. and Tnursdays at 7,4 p. m. Mrs. A. J. Batiks, 
President.

The Cambridge Industrial Society of Splrltu< 
alist* holds meetings Ilie second and fourth Wednesdays 
In each month, la Cambridge Lower Hall, 631 Massachu
setts Av.,Mrs. ).s. Super, President; Mrs. L.E.Kelth,Clerk, 

MALDEN.

Malden Progressive Spiritualists' Society, Ma- 
sonb Building, 76Pleasant street. Sundays at 7 p.m. Mr. 
William M. Barber. Presl tent; Mrs. Rebecca Morton, Sec'y. 
H. II. Warner, peimaneut speaker, Mrs. Clara L. Fagan, test 
medium.

BROOKLYN.
The Woman’* Progreaulve Union holds iLzetlngl 

every Sunday afternoon at 3, and evening at 8 o’clock; Ly
ceum at 2 o’clock; social meetings every Thursday at 8 
o’clock; supper at 64, at the hall, Walsh’s Academy, 421 
Glasson Avenue, between Lexington Avenue and Quincy 
Street. Mrs. E. F. Kurth, President.

The Advance Spiritual Conference meets every 
Saturday evening In Single Tax Hall, 1101 Bedford Avenue. 
Good speakers aud mediums always In attendance. Boats 
free. All welcome. Mr. G. Deleree, Preside, t; Mrs. Alice 
Ashley, Secretary.

The Fraternity of Divine Communion, dedicated 
to "Spiritual Truths’’ on the " Christ Principle/' holds In 
meetings at the Aurora Grata Cathedral, Bedford Avenue 
and Madison street,every Sunday at 8 p.m. Mrs. L. J. Wel
ler.President. Ira M. Courlis, Medium.

Meeting of Associate Spiritual Mlanlonarlet 
every Sunday, at 3 p. M., at Evolutionist office, 1099 Bedford 
Avenue. Thought, philosophy and fact from our volunteer 
workers. W. Wines Sargent, Conductor.
Spiritual Conference, Jackaou Hall, 515 Ful

ton Street.-Saturdays, 8 P. JI., music by Prof. Chas. 
Coleman. Herbert L. Whitney, Conductor. Bannek op 
Light always on sale.

Fraternity Hull, 8611 Bedford Avenue, every 
Su day evening, 8 o'clock. Shor lecture and tests by Miss 
Chapin, blind medium. Weekly meetings 308 Tompkins 
Avenue, Friday evening and Wednesday at ernoon.

People’a Miaaion, Couliiibla Hall, 1810 Fulton 
Street.-Sundays at 8 t'.Jt. Mrs. M. C. McGibeny, me
dium, Herbert L. Wnitney, Chairman.

Jackaon Hall, 515 Fulton Street.-Sundays at 
?.».; Wednesdays at 8 P. m. Mrs. L. A. Olmstead, Conduc
tor.

<130 Myrtle Avenue.—Mrs. B. K, Plum conducts a 
meeting every Sunday at 3 and 8 p. M.

CHICAGO.
The Firat Society of Roalcrucinna meets every 

Sunday In Steinway Hall, (7th floor. Take Elevator.) Van 
Buren St., near Michigan Ave , at 10.16 a.m. White Ruso 
Auxiliary, 12 m. Seats free. J. C. F. Grumbine, lecturer.

Flrat Spirituni Church, South Side, 77 Thlrty- 
Firat Street.-Sundays. 2.4Jnd 74 P. M. Georgia Gia- 
oys Cooley, Pastor.

Englewood Spiritual Church, 528 West 63d street, 
Sundays, 24 and74. Lyceum 1 p. m. Lora Holton, pastor.

CINCINNATI.
Society of Spiritual Unity, Washington Park Hall 

12'22 Race St., Sundays, 74 p.m. M. St. Omer-Briggs, pastor
MILWAUKEE, WIS.

Unity Spiritual Society meets at Ethical Auditor! 
urn, 558 Jefferson street, every Sunday at 74 P.M..and 
Thursday at 8 p.m. Flora S. Jackson, President,

NEWARK, N J.
The Flr*t Chinch of Spiritual Progre*>lon 
meets in the hall, corner of Wot Park aud Broad streets 
at 8 P.M. Mrs.G. A. Dorn, President.

NEW YORK CITY.
Internntlonnl Conservatory of Mualc, 744 Lexing

ton Avenue, one door above 59th street.-The Spiritual and 
Ethical Society holos meetings every Sunday morning and 
evening. Mrs. H. T. Brigham, speaker.

Chrlatlan Spiritual Union meets in Lvric Hall, Sixth 
Avenue, near 42d street, Sundays, 3 p. m. Dr. Harlow Da
vis, medium for April.

Flr*t Society of Spiritualist* meets at tbe "Tux 
edo," 637 Madison Avenue, coiner of Madison Avenue, and 
holds services at 3 p. m.

The Yonkers Spiritualist Society holds Its meetings ever) 
Friday at 8 P. M.; Sundays 34 r. M., and Children's Lyceun 
at 24 p.m.

PHILADELPHIA.
The Flrat Association of Spiritualists founded 

1652) meets at 13th street and Girard Avenue. President, 
Capt. F. J. Keffer; Secretary, Frank H. Morrill Lyceum 
2pm. Services 3|and 74 p. m. Let turer, W. J. Colville

The Philadelphia Spiritualist Society meets at 
Handel and Haydn Hall, Sth and Spring Garden streets, 
every Bunday at 24 and 74- Lyceum at 24. Seance every 
Friday evening. President, Hon. Thomas M. Locke; Sec
retary, Chas. L. GeFrorer, 1325 S.|15th street.

Notice to Local Societies.
Hereafter all reports will be condensed in 

the same general style as given below. We re- 
soectfully request our correspondents to gov
ern themselves accordingly. We shall deal 
fairly and impartially with all societies, hence 
must ask them all to conform to the same gen
eral rule. Tbe addresses of all local societies 
in Boston and vicinity, as well as in cities and 
town in other States, can be found above. 
Societies marked with a * have the Banner 
of Light on sale.

Local Briefs.
BOSTON.

Berkeley Hall, Sunday, April 9 —Dr. Geo. A. 
Fuller, tbe speaker for the month, gave two 
fine lectures (both new) to good sized audi 
ences. Prof. Geo. E. Schaller, pianist, Miss 
Gertrude,C. Laidlaw, seprano, and Chas. L. C. 
Haleb, violinitt, rendered select musio. Dr. 
Fuller will occupy this platform next Sunday 
morning and evening.

Sunday, April 23, Mrs. Mary E. Lease will 
give ter noted lecture in tbe evening entitled 
“Thb Legal Status of Women.” Do n’t fail to 
hear her.

O ’ Mondaytvening. in Union Hull, 48 Boy]- 
Mun alreet, Mrs. Mary E Lease will give her

society, which was largely attended. On Sun- 
'days, April 2 and 9, Mrs. Prentiss, of Lynn, 
occupied our platform. [The above report 
should have been published before, but it was 
unintentionally mislaid. We trust tbe mis
take will not occur again.—Ed.]

First Spiritualists’ Society, Salem. A. O. U. 
W. Hall, Manning Block, N. B. P. writes: 
Mrs. Abby N. Burnham of Malden was our 
speaker and medium Sunday, April 9. She de
livered two addressee, which were listened to 
very attentively by a large audience, and 
many were the praises bestowed upon her for 
the grand work she is doing. She gave a num 
ber of tests, which were recognized. Sunday, 
April 16, Mrs. Nettie Holt Harding of East 
Somerville, lecturer aud excellent test mo 
dium.

First Spiritualist Society, Lowell, John 
Banks, Seo’y. Had two large audiences to 
listen to the good words of Mrs. Whitlock of 
Providence, Sunday, April 9. Afternoon sub
ject, “Unfoldment of Mediumship,” which 
was set forth in a good practical way. Even
ing, '‘Spiritualism, Its Attitude with Other 
Doctrines,” followed with good clairvoyant 
tests. Next Sunday, April 16, we have Mrs. 
Effie Webster of Lyuu. *

Lyceum Reunion.
It is proposed to hold at Red Men’s Hall, 

Boston, Mass., May 21,1899, a reunion of Ly
ceum officers and members. Will all persons 
interested please communicate at once with 
Mrs. M. J. Butler, 175 Tremont street, Boston, 
Mass.

Jubilee Deficit.
■ Previously acknowledged, $1,259.96: Mr. and Mrs. 
Milton Rathbun. $10.00; Geo. M. Maddox, $1. Total, 
$1/0 96.

fatnou# lecture entitled " Ireland-Iler Poete, 
warrior# and Statesmen.” This Is one ot Mrs, 
Lease’s beet kotara^ And every one should 
hear It.

Mis Lease stands st the heed of the foremen rank 
ot lady orators.-Dot (on Knyulrer.

Mrs. Lease Is one of the world's greatest oralorn,- 
The Clarion Brees’, Johmonbnry, l’a.

Her tell form gave her aohonoe to send her power 
fill voice to the further rim of tho crowd. Hli« spoke 
with a majestic force which enthralled the crowd.— 
floeton Glove.

Remember tho dates—April 23 In Berkeley 
Hall, April 24 In Union Hail.

The Banner of Light contains the reports 
of all the Anniversary meetings throughout 
the country. Order it aud read it, and you 
will be pleased. It is for sale at this hall.

Boston Spiritual Lyceum, A. 0. Armstrong, 
Clerk. Sunday afternoon, April 9, was an In 
teresting hour. “ What Season do we Love 
Best?” and "What is Liberality?” were the 
questions discussed by Harry G. Greene, Es
ther Mabel Botts, Dr. Dian Clarke, Elmer 
Packard, Mesdames Hattie C. Mason, M. J. 
Butler. A. S. Waterhouse. Questions for April 
16. "Why do we Love the American Flag?” 
“ What is Lacking Among Spiritual! sts ? ”

Red Men’s Hall. Spiritual meetings con
ducted bv Mrs. Maggie J. Butler, C. B. Yeaton, 
Sec’y. Regular services Sunday, April 9, at 
7:30. J. Frank Baxter lectured. Subject, 
“ Tbe Triumph of Spiritualism,” He also gave 
many convincing tests. Music by choir under 
tbe leadership of Mr. George Cleveland; solos, 
Miss Edith Hatch, Mr Harold Leslie; reading, 
Marguerite Curtis. Sunday, April 16, J. Frank 
Baxter, and other mediums, will occupy the

»platform.
Children’s Progressive Lyceum, No. 1, C. B. 

Yeaton, Sec'y.—April 9 the lesson subject was 
"Spiritual Growth”; little people’s subject, 
“Love.” Songsand recitations by Effie Hope 
Lane, Harry Green, Mabel Emmons, Annie 
Ratzel, Esther Botts; remarks by Mr. F. B. F. 
James. Dr. Huot, Mrs. H. Webber and Mrs. 
M. J. Butler; readings by Mrs. Lambert, Mr. 
Albert Blinn, Mrs. M. A. Brown. All old and 
new Lyceum workers are invited to meet in 
Red Men’s Hall, May 21, to hold a grand Ly
ceum reunion. Business meeting is held tbe 
second Tuesday of each month at 175 Tremont 
street.

Commercial Hal), Mrs. Nutter, Conductor.— 
Services Sunday well attended. Those taking 
part in morning session, Mesdames McLean, 
Burrell, Nutter and others; afternoon, Messrs. 
Nelke, Graham, Hilling, Holland, Jackson, 
Mesdames Knowles, Nutter, Burrell, Gougb, 
Millan and others; good musio. Evening, song 
service, scripture reading and prayer. Those 
taking part, Mesdames Wheeler, Millan, Gougb, 
Burrell, Nutter, and other good talent. Meet
ings all day Sunday and Thursday afternoon. 
L. A. Cameron, pianist. Instead of tbe Indian 
Peace Council being held the 28th, as adver
tised, it will be held on Friday evening, Apiil 
21. •

The Boston Psychic Conference, 18 Hunt
ington Ave., L. L. Whitlock President. Sun
day, April 9, 3 p. m., Mrs. F. Jr Miller lectured, 
subject, "An Analysis of the Different Schools 
of Menial Healing.” Tbe address was clear 
and instructive. Students and teachers of 
every cult took part in the discussion at the 
close of tbe lecture.

First Spiritualist church, Mrs. M. A. Wilkin
son, pastor, held regular services Surday, 
April 9. Addresses and messages, Messrs. New
hall, Hill, Bailey, Marston, Morse, Falkenberg, 
Clark, Turner, Cowan, Baker, Wines; Mes 
dames Sears, Emmons, Reed, Fisk, Wines and 
Wilkinson. Next Sunday evening “Walker’s
Diorama” will be presented. *

Odd Ladies’ Hall, 446 Tremont street, Mrs. 
A. P. Guiterrez, President, assisted by Mrs. 
Lewis. Usual services Sunday, April 9, made 
interesting by Mesdames McKenna, Davis, Put
man, Burrill, Carbee, Gough, Messrs. Nelke, 
Pye, Haynes. Quimby, Hersey, Woods. Meet
ings every Weunesday afternoon at 2:30. *

■ The Helping Hand Society, Mrs. Grace Cobb- 
Crawford, Sec’y, met at Gould Hall Wednes
day, April 5. The speakers of the evening were 
Mrs. Waterhouse, Madam Haven. Mr. Pack
ard, President E. L. Allen ; recitations by E.W. 
Hatch. The exercises of the evening were 
interspersed with songs by a chorus of voung 
people. Next Wednesday, April 12, Mrs C. Fan
nie Allyn will give a magazine party. Wednes
day, April 19, stereopticon views aud illustra
tive sougs will be given, also pictures of prom-
inent Spiritualists. *

Friday. April 7, the regular meeting of the 
F. S. L. A. S., 241 Tremont street, was held as 
usual. Tbe following talent took part: Mes
dames Hattie 0. Mason, Waterhouse. Jackson, 
Miss Lucette Webster, Mr. Frank Woodbury, 
and Mr. Hat'Sh, Sr. Next Friday a good time is 
expected. Friday, April 21, will be mediums’

Circle iu the afternoon. *
Carrie L. Hatch, .Sec'y.

night.

Massachusetts.
Tbe Arthur Hodges Spiritual Society, Lynn 

—T. H, B. James, Pres.—held regular services 
Sunday, April 9. Those taking part in after
noon meeting were: Mesdames Chase, Butler, 
Matson, Quaid, Sherwin, Lefaviur, Mr. Har
wood, Capt. Balcom. Drs. Warren, Furbush. 
Pierce and others. Music by Misses Lena and 
Elsie Burns. In the evening appropriate ser 
vices were held in memory of Dr. Arthur 
Hodges. On the desk a large Grecian lyre of 
pinks and roses, iu the vacant chair a bouquet 
of Easter and calla lilies comprised the decora- 
tions-^eulogistic remarks and spirit messages 
by Mesdames Holden, Butler, Matson. Letters 
were read from Dr. Charles F. Faulkner and 
Mrs. C. Fannie Allyn.

Cadet Hall, Lynn Spiritualist Asssociation, 
A. A. Averill, Sec’y. Mrs. 1. W. Kayner server! 
this Society on April 9, and gave most excellent 
sat isfaction with lecturesand communications. 
Tbe largest audience of the season was present 
at 7:30 to witness tbe wonderful fire test, which 
was performed to the complete satisfaction of 
tbe committee and audience. She will serve 
the Society again next Sunday.

A vsry pleasant episode in the social life of 
the Marlboro Spiritual Society occurred last 
Thursday evening in tbe form of a birthday 
surprise upon our Treasurer, Mrs. Benjamin 
Belcher. The affair proved a double surprise, 
as Mr. Belcher bad invited Mrs. Annie E. Cun
ningham of Boston, to meet the friends here. 
In behalf of tbe company Mr. George H. Morse, 
President, presented Mrs. Belcner with a beau
tiful chair. Remarks were also made by the 
controls of Meidames Cunningham and Bel
cher. Refreshments of cake and fruit were 
served. Miss Emily A. Davis, and Mrs. Mary 
E. Foster of Lowell, National officers of the 
Daughters of Liberty, were guests of Mrs. Bel
cher during tbe day.

• Lawrence—John II. Feugill, Seo’y, writes: 
On Sundays, March 19 and 26, we had Mr. Em
erson, of Manchester, N. H, as our speaker. 
He was assisted-™ tbe latter Sunday by Mr. 
Victor Wyldes, of England, and Mrs. Bedford, 
a local medium. On Saturday, March 25, Mr. 
Emerson held a circle for the benefit of our

Plummer Hall, Hyde Park, Mri, F. E, Bird, 
President-This ball wm opened April V. with 
three meetings, which were very fairly at 
tended for the opening Sunday, Mise Annie 
E Sloan gave fine vocal eelootlone; Mr. Bird, 
recitations; Mr. Arnold, remarks. There 
being no mediums present. Mrs, Bird was 
obliged to occupy tho platform during each 
session.

Fitchburg, Dr. 0. L, Fox, President,-April 
9 a full house greeted Mrs. Annie E. Cunning 
ham of Boston, speaker for the First Spiritual
ist Society. The two able addresses wore 
listened to with close attention, followed by 
messages fully recognized. Plano selections 
by Miss Howe were finely rendered. Mrs. L. 
M. Prentiss of Lvnn, test medium, speaks for 
tho society next Sunday.

II. H. Warner, Cor. Seo’y, writes: Tho Mal
den Progressive Spiritualists dedicated their 
new hall In Masonic Block, Sunday evening, 
April 9, with very interesting musio, ad
dresses and messages by Mesdames Barber, 
Fagan and H. S. Holl and Messrs. Barber, 
Ryder and Warner. Our audience was large 
and is constantly increasing. *

New York.
The First Society of Spiritualists, New York, 

M. J. Fitzmaurice, Sec'y. Sunday, April 9, 
Miss Gaule was at her best. Commencing with 
next Sunday there will be afternoon and even
ing meetings throughout tbe month, at which 
Miss Gaule will officiate. Unusually good music 
is expected next Sunday, April 16.

The Christian Spiritual Union. R. J. Plun
kett, Seo’y, met Sunday, April 9, 3 p, m., at 
Lyric Hall, Sixth Avenue, near 421 street, 
New York City. A large and appreciative au
dience attended. Mrs. J. D. Parslow and Mr. 
Soenichsen gave fine vocal and instrumental 
musio. Dr. Harlow Davis gave most convinc
ing tests. All mediums are invited to take 
part.

G. W. Kates and wife held successful meet
ings in Hinsdale. N. Y., Monday and Tuesday 
evenings, April 3 and 4. They are the only 
spiritual speakers who ever held meetings here, 
and the Cause has received an impetus morally 
and intellectually. I hope to occasionally be 
able to secure a representative speaker.'

John H. Titus.

munion—Anna M. Tuttle, Sec’y—held its usual 
service Sunday, April 9, at Aurora Grata Ca
thedral. Violin solos, Mr. Whitelaw; vocal 
solos, Miss Estelle Kiohaidson, Mr. Courlis; 
poem, Bible talk, communications, Mr. Courlis.

Brooklyn—Mrs. Tillie Evans, Sec’y—The Ad
vance Conference met at Single Tax Hall. 
April 8. Address on “Humanitarianism” by 
correspondent, followed with song by Mrs. 
Gomaz. Dr. Frank gave readings, and Mr. 
Dorn of Newark communications. Harmony 
prevails here.

Other States.

Fifty First Anniversary of Modern Spirit
ualism was celebrated in Chosen Friends Hall, 
Galveston, Texas, March 31 and April 1. Maron 
31, for the benefit of the "Temple Fund,” an 
entertainment, termed "A Price for Beauty,” 
was given by the Progressive Lyceum. April 1, 
a “ Bazaar” was held for the sale of fancy and 
useful articles. Tea, coffee and chocolate were 
served by laaies. Success crowned their ef
forts. I

Providence Spiritualist Association, 1. F. 
Buffum, Sec’y, writes: J. S. Scarlett lectured 
and gave tests fir our society April 9. He will 
be with us again April 16, Dr. C. W. Hidden, 
of Newburyport, will lecture each Sunday in 
May.

Portland, Me., Mrs. M. A. Brackett, Sec’y. 
Sunday, April 9, the Fifty first Anniversary 
was celebrated in Orient Hall. Mrs. C. M. 
Woodward, the speaker of the day, did espe
cially good work. The hall was prettily deco
rated with flags and cut flowers.

PAINT TALKS^XV.
A Novel Paint Theory.

Quite recently a very interesting theory has 
been promulgated regarding paint. Tne>au- 
thors of this theory claim that a paint should 
crumble off gradually in order to provide a 
good surface for repainting, and that unless 
this happens tbe coating will eventually be
come too thick. They say that pure white lead, 
being the only paint that fulfills this condition 
to perfection, is the only desirable paint.

This theory may be all very well from the 
point of view of tbe lead corroder or of the 
painter—those whose profit lies in the sale and 
application of paint; but from the point of 
view of the man who pays the bills and whose 
property is well or ill protected according to 
the permanence of the material with which it 
is painted, the theory is not attractive.

• Let those who have to buy paint and pay for 
its application remember that tbe fewer pounds 
of paint at a givm price it requires to paint 
their buildings, and the longer the paiut se
lected will keep these buildings protected from 
the weather, the better are their interests 
served.

Pure lead paints certainly chalk off rapidly 
enough and become porous still more rapidly, 
so that water is admitted through the coating 
of paint long before the paint is gone. Another 
deiect is that these paints darken, and white 
lead destroys tbe color of many brilliant pig
ments with which it is tinted.

Combination paints, based on zinc white, on 
theother hand, do not chalk off, do not become 
porous, do not darken, and do not affect the 
color of other pigments combined with them. 
I have known a building painted with such a 
combination to stand without repainting for 
sixteen years, and at tbe end of that time it 
actually did uot need repainting. If repaint
ing had been desired, however, the surface was 
in excellent condition for it.

Paint is intended to stay on and not to come 
off, and the wise house owner will select the 
“stay-on” kind, regarding his own interests 
rather than those of the manufactureror of the 
painter, whose profits lie in frequent repairing.

Stanton Dudley.

Maine Mass Meetings.
The Maine State Spiritualist Association 
Will bold Mass Meetings with A. J. Weaver. 
President of the Asscelation, as speaker, and 
Edgar W. Emerson to give proofs of spirit-life 
as follows: । .

In Union Hall, Augusta, Sunday, April 9, at 
2:30 and 7:30 p. M.; G. A. R. Hall, Rockland, 
Sundav, April 16, at 2:30 and 7:30 p. m. ; Recep
tion Hall, Citv Building, Portland, Sunday, 
April 23, at 2^0 and 7.30 p. m.; Porter’s Hall, 
Old Orchard, Sunday, May 7, at 2:30 and 7:30 
p. m. Admission free to ail tbe sessions.

Let Spiritualists in the above places who 
read this, circulate the news that all may be 
present, and fill the halls to overflowing, and 
thereby show our strength.

Viola A. B. Rand, Sec'y, 
A. J. Weaver, Pres. Jf. S. S. A.

Announcement.
The Helping Hand will hold a Spiritual Feast 

April 22 and 23, in G. A. R. Hall, Saginaw 
street, Flint, Micb. An excellent program has 
been prepared. Musio will be in charge of Mrs. 
Pleuma Brotherton aud Mrs. Effie Post. 
Speakerswill be entertained free of charge; 
also visitors as far as possible.

Enameiine is the Modern Stove 
Polish, which means 
UP-TO-DATE; that

is, labor-saving, brilliant in effect, no dust 
and no odor. It makes a rusty old stove look 
as good as new in a minute. Put up in 
paste, cake or liquid form.

J. L. PRESCOTT & CO., New York.

What Is Spiritualism J
BY FRED DEB38.

On reading The Banner of March 18,1 was 
very much interested in the article copied 
from Public Opinion, as, to my mind, it con
tains more truth than poetry; your fearless 
editorial gave me much pleasure, and your 
article, "What Is Spiritualism?” Is a strong, 
clear definition of that which I have been 
seeking, but in vain, thus far.

Being considered a Christian Spiritualist, 
some good friends, desiring doubtlessly to 
help me, have told me that I had yet too 
much Christianity, that I would yet cease to 
believe in a personal God; and on asking them 
what is Christianity, the general answer is: 
Church, theology, etc., etc.; they are wide of 
the mark; to me Christianity has always been 
and is contained in one great little word of four 
letters, LOVE. Dogmas, ologies, etc., are only 
the body of Christianity, and ordinances, forms, 
are tbe clothing which men put on that body 
according to their taste. Unfortunately the 
many, perhaps even a majority, are more at
tracted by the body, or even by tbe garments, 
than by the spirit of Christianity, Love, and 
thus they put weapons in tbe bands of tbe 
adversary to assail what they believe to be 
Christianity. Fire away, friends; all your 
blows may tear the garments and hurt the 
body, but they cannot kill the Spirit of Love 
which is the oply true Christianity.

When I hear men ranting against this or 
that church of which tbeir sainted mother was 
perhaps a devout member, they show very 
poor taste and put me in mind of a few de
formed cranks standing at a street corner, 
and, unconscious of their own deformity, trv- 
ing to criticise the persons passing by; one is 
bow-legged, one stoops, another limps, and so 
on, looking only to the body as if it was the 
whole man; and thus the critics of Christian
ity, having not love in their own souls, fail to 
look beyond the body which they see.

As you well say that our souls oome from the 
great Over Soul, and that great Over-Soul, 
God, is immanent in the universe, then we 
must be brothers, and surely that relationship 
must at least imply, if it does notoflemand 
love, and thus, as a natural consequence, we 
must love our Father and our brothers, for the 
two cannot be separated, then it seems to me 
that true Christianity and true Spiritualism 
are one, and rest on the same foundation, and 
spring from the same source, Love.

What is Love?
The dictionary says: Love is a strong feel

ing of affection, combined with gratitude and 
reverence; a devoted attachment. This strong 
feeling must produce some outward manifesto-, 
tions, and tbe stronger it is inwardly, the more 
will it be seen externally, and it will grow 
deeper, stronger and purer, so that the man 
will joyfully sacrifice self; and that is true love 
—that complete abnegation of self for the good 
of others. This abnegation may seem a sacri
fice to the mere on-looker, but it is no sacrifice 
to the one who loves; it is bis joy, his happi
ness, it is his very life; and what a grand life, 
so full, so glorious! It is like a mighty flood 
overwhelming all obstacles, yet, like tbe river 
Nile, carrying peace and joy wnerever it flows. 
Oh! thatjmen would try to love one another, 
for, as God is immanent in us, in loving our 
brother we must love the Father.

Some who read this may say that this is a 
visionary’s talk, and that such love does not 
exist in the world, well, I believe that there 
are men and women now living a life of pure, 
ci-interested love; they may be few, buttbey 
are the salt of the earth to preserve the whole 
lump, and were it not so, this world would not 
be a fit place to live in, and why could not such 
a love exist? Is tbe eternal spirit God becom
ing powerless? He is love! WasnotCbiist 
the personification of love? and what our elder 
brother was, we can be if we only will, but the 
trouble with us is that it would binder us in 
our mad race after wealth.

I think that Spiritualism has made a mistake 
in bringing too prominently forward individu
ality, aud so we meet many who forget that if 
tbe solidaiity between us is broken, then love 
is banished, and selfishness takes its place, and 
there can be no organ zition, no union, and 
consequently nostrength: alump of coal alone 
cannotgive heat and; light; it scon blackens 
and dies, but put. other lumps with it, ardit 
fills the rcom with cheerfulness and comfort, 
yet each lump of coal keeps its individuality 
while co working with the others for tne well 
being of men. Now I seo no reason why men 
should lose tbeir individuality by uniting to 
help to spread the gospel of love which is to 
transform the world, and as tbe work to be 
done presents many phases, so each individual 
may easily find his sphere of work, and thus 
we shall all ccdperate in the building of that 
spiritual temple where Love will forever abide. 
May God speed the day!

MEDICAL ADVICE BY MAIL.
It doctors do you no good, and medicine is Inef

fective, It is not reasonable to conclude that you are 
Incurable. Your better Judgment tells you that your 
case lias not been properly treated, Do uot give up 
hope. Consult Dr. Greene, the leading specialist In 
curing nervous aud chronic diseases, and find out the 
cause of your trouble. Dr. Greene makes no charge 
tor consultation and advice. If he cannot cure you, 
he will tell yon so. It you cannot conveniently call at 
his । mce, 34 Temple Place, Boston, Mass., write him a 
letter. Sit down and write all about your ease, and 
Dr. Greene will tell you exact'y wnat the matter Is. 
It the answer Is not satisfactory, you are under no 
obligation to write aga'D, aud you have been put to 
no expen; e.

movements of Platform Lecturers.
(Notices under this beading, to Insure Insertion tbe same 

week, must reach this office by Monday's mail.]

Mrs. Jennie Hagan-Jackson and Mrs. Mary Arnold 
Wilson, an excellent Spiritualistic worker from Fort 
Worth. Texa", will soon take a tour through the north, 
middle aud eastern states. Societies desiring their 
service’, address A. A. Kunkle, 716 Florence street, 
Fort Worth, Texas.

G. W. Kates and wife will be in Philadelphia, Pa., 
at 1744 Natrona street. April 6 to 20; at 205 W. Jeffer
son street, Springfield. Ill., April 23 to 30; at 182 Gold 
street, Grand Rapids, Mich., May 1 to July 12. They 
desire engagements for next fall and winter.

Mrs. Lora Holton, lecturer and platform test me
dium, has a lew open dates for camp-meeting work. 
She would like to engage wherever it Is possible In 
the interest ot Lyceum work. Address 3310’4 Rhodes 
Aveuue, Chicago, Ill.

Miss Margaret Gaule will serve the First Association 
of Spiritualists, The Tnxedv, Madison Avenue aud 
59th street, New York, during the month ot April.

Dr. Walter D. S. Bay ward, well known test medium, 
can be addressed at 76-1 Macon street, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Henry H. Warner, Inspirational-trance speaker and 
test medium, will accept engagements Sundays and 
wiek evenings for the season of 1899-1900, aud for 
camp-meetings.

Mrs. Julia E. Davis has open dates, and would like 
engagements with societies. Reasonable terms. 49 
Dickinson street, Sometvllle.

A Card from an Old Worker.
To the Editor ot the Banner ot Light:

Since your kind publication of Bro. Bacon’s 
appeal for me in my distress (which was .re
sponded to by several of your readers) I have 
been very, very sick indeed, and unable to an
swer their kind responses, as I intended to do, 
indeed, unable to write at all until now, and 
that briefly. About four weeks ago I had im
proved sufficiently to be brought here, when I 
had a relapse of La Grippe, and am now just out 
of Convalescent Barracks, but slowly improv
ing. and hope soon |to be able to write my 
friends, for I am anxious to let them know I am 
not ungrateful for their kindness or yours in 
the publication of the appeal. I, unfortunately, 
must improve slowly, as I have not the means 
to get myself many little delicacies which I 
much need in my present condition, and which 
the coarse fare of the "Home" does not fur
nish me, but I have a comfortable place to 
sleep, and food, such as it is, and I trust I may 
finally worry through in spite of my age 
(seventy) and come out all right. Will you 
kindly permit me through your columns to 
thank collectively those who have not forgot
ten an old worker in our glorious Cause, and 
assure them I will personally respond to them 
all just as soon as I am able, if I git to that 
condition. My address now is simply National 
Soldier’s Home, Virginia, Co. E.

Fraternally yours,
N. Frank White.

Eighth Edition of “ Our Homes and 
Employments Hereafter.”

This book on “Immortality,or What a Hundred 
Spirits Say of their Homes and Employments in 
the Future World,” has had an unexpectedly 
large sale. The first edition was an unusually 
large one. We have recently published the 
eighth edition, revised, putting Dr. Peebles’ 
face in front, Many letters have reached us 
saying that this book gave them their first in
sight into the philosophy and the real beauty 
of Spiritualism, and did so because while the 
style was inviting, the communications came 
directly from the spirits themselves through 
such mediums as Mrs. Richmond, Mrs. Milton 
Rathbun, E. W. Wallis, Mrs. Conant, Dr. R, C. 
Flower, and other noted mediums in this coun
try, England and Australia. No Spiritualist 
library is complete without it. The volume is 
handsomely bound, and contains between three 
and four hundred pages. Price, cloth, $1, post
age 15 cents; paper, 50 cents, postage 10 cents.

Mass Meeting in Toledo, 0.
Representatives of the National Spiritualists, 

and the Ohio State Association of Spiritualists 
are preparing to hold a grand Mass Meeting in 
Toledo, 0., April 29- 30. Able speakers and 
mediums will be in attendance, while the best 
of music will add to the attractions of the oc
casion. As Toledo is the home city of the 
11 Golden Rule,” Mayor Hon. Samuel Jones, 
whom she has reelected by a maj irity of more 
than two to one over both of his opponents, 
she must possess a very liberal and progres
sive spirit, therefore her citizens will probably 
attend this grand mass convention in large 
numbers. We hope our Ohio readers will make 
a mental note of this meeting, and plan to at
tend it in person. Such assemblages do Spir
itualism a great deal of good.

Dr. George A. Fuller
Is delivering some of the ablest and most in
spiring lectures ever given from a Spiritualist 
platform in Boston. Every person who is at 
all interested in Spiritualism should hear him. 
He will occupy the rostrum at Berkeley Rall 
for the remaining Sundays of this month. Let 
the hall be filled to tbe overflowing on all days.

Rev. T. E. Allen.
This eminent representative of the "good 

Cause” will take for his subject for Sunday,
April 16, "A Common Sense View of 
Fraud Question.” He has something to 
and tbe courage with which to say it. 
should be heard and his advice heeded.

the 
say, 
He

Rev. B. Fay Mills
has our sincere thanks for copies of his splen
did Easter sermon, “,The Problem of Immor
tality.” His references to Spiritualism were 
kind and eminently just. If there were more 
such men as Mr, Mills in the pulpit this would 
soon be a happier aud better world.

^^ A good friend- in Newmarket, N. H., 
Mrs. A. M. Pinkham, is among the many who 
urged the Banner of Light to suggest the 
adoption of a later date on which to celebrate 
tho Anniversary of the Advent of Modern Spir
itualism. Mrs. Pinkham suggests the first 
week in June as the proper time to celebrate. 
Can any one name a better date?

jEf Owing to pressure of Anniversary re
ports, an interesting article from the pen of 
Rev. T. E. Allen has been unavoidably crowd
ed out of this issue. It will appear next 
week.

^^ Do n’t forget that “ Psychism,” by that 
gifted scientist, Dr. Paul Gibier, will soon be 
out of press. It may be ordered through this 
office at $1.50 per volume.

- Is your Brain Tired?

Take Horsford’s Acid Phosphate.
It supples tbe needed food for the brain and 

nerves, and makes exertion easy.

^^ Out in Arkansas they have amended tbe 
game laws so as to provide penalties for the 
u«e of birds’ feathers for millinery purposes. 
Arkansas can go to the head —Boston Herald.
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