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EVOCATION.,

BY EDGAR GREENLEAF BRADFORD.

Hearken—rejoice!
* Hear ye the oracle of Lite,
List to the rune with meaning rife;
In tyumpet tone
Or softly blown,
Thus speaks the resurrecting Voice;
Or be it more, or be it less,
Thyself express!

For this did elemental powers conspire

«.._ To-focus thee, a world's desire,

“In that dear matrix of maternal love;

For this,a second time

Thou shalt be disentombed, oh! Soul,

And Mother Earth shall give thee birth
To brighter clime,

Thou shalt express thy Selt!
To thee

. And other forms that be
This ¢hant is sung
In commop tongue:

T am that [ may be:
T .Inline and hue
And coupled might,
Instar-strewn blue,
And earth bedight,

vaould unfold me to myseif,
I would behold me in thyself!

For this are shine and shade inwove;
For this the séveén-rayed sunbeams rove,
And riven on cloud, and rock, and leaf,
Escape their lucent prism-sheaf:

For this is hung the solar wreath;

For this the deep’s brine seeks the sky,
And flowers’ souls are waft on high.

Thou art

In brain and heart

Of the essential Whole a part;

In the vast book of life, a Word—

Speak forth thy name
' Allundeterred

In this alone
Is Life outshown; y
In this is joy.
Without alloy!

Always thou dwelt in primal tones,

And when the harper Destiny

Struck forth thy latent chord, -

Under that Titan touch

Thou cam ’st a Volce

To stng through echolng ages— -

To finer ears made known

‘When lost to ours,

And life?—to live {earless, full-orbed and free;
And in all other forms thy soul’s perspective see!

Common Sense versus Spirit Revela-
tions.

BY CHARLES DAWDBARN,

When the schoolboy has worked out his sum
he is taught how to prove his result by doing it
over again in some other way. Spiritualism
has been a “sum” for its believers, They
have kept adding statement to statement, as
giveh them by returning spirits, until they
have a whole column of beliefs about another
life. They have then added it up, and called
the total “Knowledge Concerning Life After
Death,”” The only proof they have demanded
has been some reasonable identity of the re-
turning spirit. 1t does not seem to have oc-
curred to even the grandest of their seers that
“(Common Sense ”’ demands, and hag a right to
demand, that their sum in addition shall be
checked by adding it all over again from the
other end. In this article for the good old
BANNER OF LigHT, I propose to-change the
usual process, and instead of accepting state-
ments made by returning spirits, 1 will help
the student to add up facts gathered by mor-
tals, and then see how far such total agrees
with the present beliefs, wrongly called knowl:
edge. Iknow this sounds harsh and unkind to
the whole-souled Spiritualist, whose implicit
belief in her spirit- friends and relatives is based
on many years of happy spiritual communion,
But alas! neither happiness nor belief can be
added into figures when you are demanding
solid proof that your present total is correct.

First, let us see what we believe to-day con-
cerning our own hereafter, as the result of half
a century of teachings by “‘spirits,” We be-
lieve that if we have developed our own soul-
life we shall find ourselves in a world very
much like this, but decidedly improved. We
expect the sun to shine upon scenes such as, if
believed, make death our best friend, for we
have been taught that our coming “leap in
the dark” lands us amid all that heart could
desire. So we believe in a glorious reunion
with loved ones ‘‘over there,” and that we
shall dwell in cities, towns, hamlets, or in rural
golitudes, as we may prefer. But everywhere
alike the beauty of our surroundings is to sat-
isfy every craving of oursoul, Trees with unfad-
ingfoliage, flowera with hues unknown toearth,
and insects gorgeously arrayed flitting from
blossom to blossom will make ‘‘home, sweet
home’’ for us. We hear of birds whose trills
are everlasting songs of praise to their Creator.
The brooks, the rivers, the lakes and the
oceans are both soul-satisfying and harmless,
whilst lofty mountains not only offer footheld
to those who like to go up into a mountain and
pray, but neoessarily perform their accustomed
part in creating movements in that celestial
atmosphere., And we believe, for so we are
taught, that in this region of bliss are tri-
umphs of architecture by man, and for man,
transcending our imagination of to-day. With-
out further detail we may accept these state-
ments as embodying our present beliefs, all of
whioh, we must remember, are the result of
revelations by returning spirits—some in the
name of God, and others on their own account
and responsibility. Sowe have thechild’s sum
before us, but added up from thespirit’s end

of the column. I will now invite the reader to
do the same addition, but from the other end;
that is to say, from discoveries made by mortal
man here in earth.life. If the result bethe
same we will shake hands all round, and pro.
claim our coming angelhood. But if the totals
differ, it would seem to be the part of Cox-
MON SENSE to search for the mistake.

First, then, let us begin with a great discov-
ery made long ago by the renowned Prof. Tyn-
dall. He proved by exhaustive experiments
that the old dream of the creation of man out
of the dust of the earth was only a fragment of
a mighty truth, for without nusT creation it-
self would be a mighty failure. An atom of
dust is the core of every raindrop. Without it
every time a super-saturated atmosphere dis-
charged its surplus moisture it would be in a
‘““clond burst,” which would destroy every
form of life, save, perhaps, that of fishes. Rain
would be unknown and impossible, Without
dust the sky would be black instead of blue,
and light would flash in streaks that would
only variegate the darkness. It is dust that
permits reflection and refraction, so without
dust we should have no color, and therefore ne
glorious sunrise or sunset. Beauty would be
unknown, for flowersin the absence of dust
could neither absorb nor reflect the prismatie
ray. A maiden’s blush would be impossible
since the maiden herself would not be present
to typify beauty, virtue and love. Such was
the discovery of the cold-blooded scientist, so
the reader will see that when he proposes to add
up his beliefs from the earth end of the sum he
must do his work in an atmosphere gontaining
a certain mixture of pust. Bat he presently
observes that the spirit communicator has not
only been apparently ignorant of such facts,
but hag actually been piciurinz for us a spirit.
world without any dust. And yet he has
been claiming every effect which, so far as we
cap prove, cannot be produced in any other
way. Let us now notice the tremendous dif-
ference in the total of this sum according to
which end is our starting point.

Without dust there can be neither bluesky nor
glorious sunshine in the spirit-world, and there-
fore no flowers and green leavesfor maidens to
wear, The homes and temples that sparkle in
the sunshine, ag we are told, could not do any
sparkling without dust. Moreover since rain
demands dust as the core for every drop,
there is either dust and raim, or no dust and
no rain " over thers,”

I hear a skeptical believer say *' Stuff and
nonsense. The angels have something more
important to do than to talk about DUST, Of
course there is dust ‘over there,’ and every
other good thing. So this is all ‘much ado
about nothing,’” But unfortunately Common
Senca is not satisfied. He replies that dust
becomes ** dirt” when it accumulates where it
is not wanted, and it is dirt that wearies the
heart of the careful housekeeper. Dust-pan
and broom must then be celestial implements
of which the good angels, when we have po-
litely invited them in, have never said a word.
It has never occurred to us to offer them a bath
after their long journey, yet if there is dust
in their atmosphere, as well as ours, we may be
sure # Cleanliness is next to godliness,” and
80ap & necessary means of salvation. Yet in
the long column of beliefs added up by the
Modern Spiritualist, there is not even a line
about soap, and dust pans and brooms. Not
aven a figure of speech to tell us what they do
with their wet dust, which we call *“ mud,”
nor about their necessarily soiled clothes, and
therefore washing days, with occasional house-
cleanings.

The reader will now begin to see tbat his
column of beliefs, when added up from our
end, does not agree with the total he has
figured, as told by saints and angels, So some
thing is wrong somewhere; I don’t say where;
but there is the mistake staring us in the face,
if we dare to open our eyes. I don’t even say
ag the believer has just said: “ Of course they
have dust over there.” I simply repeat that
I cannot add &pymy column to agree with that
added up by our spirit visitors.” I do not even
know that there is a particle of dust in the
next life; but if there is, and it is not a neces-
sity of life and beauty, as in this world, theun I
humbly confess that 1 do not know anything
about it, in spite of all the inspiratiors and
revelations which adorn Modern Spiritualism.
So we actually find that a little thing like
pusT has been settling upon Divine Revela-
tions, till the divinity is becoming uncertain
and invisible.

Now we will take another line in our column
of beliefs which refuses to add up correctly,
and that is the personal Love which we are
told is waiting to welcome us to a heaven of
oternal joy. Nothing has been more powerful
in winning belief than the descriptions as
“revelations,” common to every religion as
much as to Modern Spiritualism, of the LOVE
which, unkilled by death, goes on fondling for
all eternity. We will now let Common Sense
add it up from our end of the column, and we
will take the love of loves, or MOTHER LOVE,
for our illustration,

T The great majority of animals will risk life
in protection of their young. They exemplify
the self-sacrifice which is the glory of mother-
hood, This ‘““mother love’ lasts so long as
absolutely necessary, but usually no longer.
In a few weeks or months the youngster is
driven off or punished if he presume to ask for
his mother’s old caress. We may call such love
an instinot necessary to the preservation of
the racé. The longer the infancy, the more
prolonged the *  mother love” ybut there comes
a time when it is no longer mecessary, and
then it usually dies out, It has been one-sided
all through., One mother is a8 good as another
to the infant. No “love at first sight” comes

with babyhood. If the mother die, the child
misses an accustomed faoce. That Is all. There
is nothing mutual in the Jnstinct, It is true
that by association a very different love will
be evolved, for it will be a love which is mu
tual. The continnance of the old one sided
and protective Mother Love, even if possi.
ble, becomes ridiculous because Nature has no
further use for it. I have recently illustrated
this thought in an z'\rticle by picturing an
orphan child, trained and educated in the
beliefs of Modern Spiritualism, and at last
dying with a great soul-longing for the embrace
of her spirit-mother. And according to the
picture we imagine Nature atoning for that
cruel mortal bereavement by the eternal hap-
piness of that mother and child. Such is the
very essence of Modern Spiritualism. But
Common Sense finds that * Mother Love”
won’t add into his column of *facts in spirit-
life.” It is beautiful, but impossible. If every
mother is seeking to express a mother's love
in that higher life, then the mother of that
orphan child—the orphar’ rrandmother—is
seeking & fond embrace ¢ “or child, - But
in its turn that embral’ : :uothered by a
call from her mother——th&“"child - “regt.grand-
mother—to come and be her o) mother’s
darling babe. The poor orphan, newly arrived,
will surely discover from such an experience
that there may be altogether too much of a
good thing, even if that be called * Mother
Love.”

Common Sense makes a comment here.
He asserts that everything personal, whether
applied to God or Love, ig limitation.

HARMONY WITH ONE'S SELF IS
HEALTH,

HARMONY WITH AYOTHER IS LOVE.

HARMONY WITH ALL IS IMMORTAL-
ITY.

Disharmony in one’s body is disease. Dis-
harmony with another is discord and hate. It
is necessarily destructive of form, and is there-
fore “mortality.”” In the spirit-world, as in
ours, disharmony must seoner or later disinte-
grate and destroy form. So Common Sense
declares that LOVE mu‘,ﬂl)[I\IORT;&L[’l‘Y are
the same thing, But it is not tne limitation of
the earth love, with its personal element. [t
is perfect harmony with all that is, and em-
braces a universe as much as a soul. It could
not die, for it is God manifest in form.

Such is the LOVE which Common Sense
adds into his column, but he draws his pencil
through Mother Love, so long foisted into
heaven by revelation. Necessarily the total,
when once more added, gives him a very dif-
ferent spirit-world to that pictured by return-
ing spirits. .

Almost every so called *statement of fact”
concerning the next life is equally unsafe as a
foundation for belief. I know it seems difli
cult for old Spiritualists to move on a little
and look at the future from another stand-
point. But Common Sense leads the way.

T have been reading letter No.65 by Miss
Judson in the BANNER oF LIGHT. She is &
valued and frequent correspondent of mine.
I admire her clear headed, warm-hearted and
logical way of expressing her ideas. Butall
the same she is adding her sum from the spirit
end of her column, so her total and that of
.Common Sense seriously differ. For in-
gtance, she says **filial and parental love are
imperishable.” Yet, as we have just seen,

Common Sense shows and proves that such'

limitation of love is a direct trespass on the
rights of eternity. Years ago, she tells us,
she accepted certain statements from her
spirit guides, so of course they stand to-day
added into her total of belief. Yet more she
claims'to use such statements *to unlock
every closed door.” " Thus her argument, like
that of all other mediums, is based on the
statements of spirits, instead of being founded
on facts gathered and added up by mortals.
Her theories of spirit brains holding mortal
memories won’t add into our column. She
would probably be unhappy if she could even
imagine herself as differing from her revered
spirit father. Yet his statements, like those of
all other spirits, must stand the ordeal of be-
ing added up from the other end of the col-
umn before they are pronounced correct. Iler
claim of two bodies to one soul yet united in
memory, is as yet a spirit statement only.

As I write I look down into the foliage of a
tree under my window. I witness a tremen-
dous battle going on between English spar-
rows. One almost watches to see if either
side hasa Dewey or a Sampson to crush the
foe. I now close my eyes, and scenes in Eng-
land are instantly before me. Space is thus
an impossible limit to my Ego as it dwells to-

 day in my mortal body. Thedinner-bell rings,

and I hear it with satisfaction. Yet I in-
stantly sense the call of the old Roman to
his mid-day meal. Thus the Ego within my
mortal form knows absolutely nothing of the
limitation of time. Yet it is the same Ego,
expressing itself through the same mind in
the same mortal body. It does not need a
supposed spirit body to explain the facts.
Clairvoyance is thus, or may be thus, only the
use of my one sole mind, but on a different
level of vibration, in which its accustomed
limitations disappear. It sees and hears un.
limited by space. It issupposed to travel be-
cause of our educational limit. The power of
the Ego, working through mortal mind and
organism, may amply suffice for phenomena
without compelling our acoeptance of the
spirit dogma of two hodies to one soul at the
same time, Such-“ideas are all right if you
must add your column from the spirit end,
but they don't-figure in the total presented
from mortal experience. And, of course, the
spirit statement may be correct; but until the
total is the same from either end something is

o

wrong somewhere. So perforce I pass with.
out further notice each and every oritic who
persists in adding from the spirit end and call-
ing his total knowledge.

I must now ask the reader to notice the
extraordinary limitations and contradictions
presented in statements by spirits who profess
to tell us about the life they are now living.
We must remember these are questions of fact,
and not offered to us as theories. A few weeks
ago there was a long communication in the
BANNER or Liaur given through the Ouija
Board, and deseribing many of the alleged
scenes in spirit-life such as Common Sense
suspects to beimrossible. We are told of new-
born spirits finding, each for himself, careers
exactly adapted to their inherent tastes and
mortal experiences. Such details give us a
pang of satisfaction at the prospect of death.
At last the spirit-historian—blended with a
Ouija Board—tells us that old soldiers delight
to gather in regiments and march as in days of
yore. Presently GOD ALMIGHTY comes and
personally reviews them, .

We cannot condescend to criticise such non-
sense. But it shows th¢ spirit-limitation on
which I am insisting, and it would be there all
the same if this honest talker had not thus
‘“let the cat out of the bag.”

Again, a week or two later, was another
desoription of spirit-life through a Shaker me-
dium, and therefore, from the standpoint of
Shaker belief, John Calyin is pictured in lone-
1y misery, as the result of having burned Ser-
vetus. At last, and all spirit-tales have an “at
last,” Servetus comes to help him. Together
they presently reach a home where a form of
worship expressed in singing and dancing is
going on. Of course Calvin joins in and there-
by presently becames a pious shaker.

Now I and the reader don't know these
accounts are not all true. But we do know they
won’t add up fromt our end of the column.
And we assert that although the majority of
spirit-talks leave no such loopholes, we are not
thereby justified in accepting them as Divine
Revelations.

Now what does all this mean? Thousands
are reading these articles, and many of them
anxious for truth at any cost. These readers
for the most part know that spirits return,
and thus prove life after death. Such facts
will add up with the same total, whether you
start from top or bottom. Immediately follow-
ing this great discovery came a flood of spirit-
talks containing statements which have been,
with few exceptions, counted as much * facts "’
as the first two. And out of such statements
a whole philosophy has been spun, which
crowds of enthusiasts are striving with might
and main to crystalize info a new religion.
Yet further, history teaches us that the relig-
ions of the past have originated in precisely
the same manner. We almost always have a
mortal or mortals listening to & voice from the
inner life, and presently accepting it as a re-
ligion. And since all could not thus see and
hear, BELIEF has been woven into a necessity
of salvation under the name of FAITH; and
from the spirit end of the column the facts al-
ways added up into a Divine Revelation. My
present contention is that in every such case
the sum should be proved by being added up
from our end of the column.

Now I must once again reiterate, for the ben-
ofit of new readers, my own explanation of the
why and the wherefore of mv general distrust
of what spirits say about the next life. What
they say about this life can be easily *‘added

up” from this end, and is often rejected as un-

true. That which has been said about the next
life is, and has for the most part been accepted
if it has been in harmony with intelligent pub-
lic opinion at that time. But both positions,
that of the seen and the unseen, the reader
and I are now examining from the mortal
standpoint. Of course there is indignant pro-
test from mediums whose guides deny, and alse
from believers with experiences they deem sa-
cred to truth., And if the reader thinks it is a
pleasant position to thus advance all alone
against such intrenchments, let him just enlist
for the war, and he will soon find out how it
feels.

Taking Miss Judson as a represencative of
the very highest mediumship, we find her taught
by her controls that we all have two bodies in
this life, each of these bodies claiming the same
memory. This is addition from the spirit end,
ignoring all recent discoveries of the vibration
of matter, and the consequent storage of mem-
ory. We have discovered that convulsive
ehanges, either by accident or design, destroy
memory in mortal life. We therefore infer,
and have the right to infer, that changes of vi-
bration will destroy memory in any life. Let
us 866 what this means iu our search for truth.

We have on this.coast a gentleman, with
whom I am acquainted, who has by his own
brain power risen to a position where his influ-
ence as & man amongst men is realized by hun-
dreds. Few know that at one period of his life
he had a convulsive fit, and that asa conse-
quence seven yearsof his life’s experiences dis-
appeared, and have remained silent ever since,
This interval included his marriage to a loved
maiden, and the birth of children. In a mo-
ment they became strangers, and all who
claimed his friendship were objects of suspi-
clon. His mental power was great as ever. and,
for the most part, his tastes unchanged. He
learned at last toacoept those seven years with
all their events, as realities, because he added
up the facts from his present end of the line,
To-day he exhibits a new and absorbing love
for both wife and family, founded on a noble
manhood, that, nevertheless has a gap of seven
years between its links.

Nature's law, by which memory is embedded
in vibration, is too old astory for these col-

umns. We know it as a fact in earth-life.
When any one, such, for instance, as Miss Jud-
son, denies that this scientific fact applies to
spirit-life, she is adding her column of baliefs
from the spirit end with a result that contra-
dicts all our mortal experience. I have already
shown that the theory of two bodies and braing
to one man in the present life is spirit dectrine
that won’t *prove,” but much worse is the
idea that the spirit can, either by took or by
crook, control both his mortal and 4nmortal
memories at, the same time, regarcless ¢f Nae
ture’s law of vibration, We have many in-
stances of a mortal brain so changed by a con-
vulsion that its memory is gone. The hypnot-
ist produces u similar effact when he savs to
his subject *“do n’t remember,” with the result
that certain experiences disappear. The me-
dium when entranced finds the old memory
silent. Memory is perpetually giving us exam-
ple that it is subject to law, but in spite of such
faots gathered by Common Sense those who
take their knowledge on faith are constantly
talking and believing as if spirit memory had
no such limitations. Personally I do not
know that it has. But if it has not, then I
confess my utter ignorance concerning life
after death.

Having thus paid our attentjon to mortal
brain, suppose the reader and I now turn to
that of the spirit. I presume the said spirit
has a brain because 1 notice that when he
comes back he can remember everything he
said or did on any of his visits, recent or re-
mote. And I assume memory to ba an attri-
bute of brain. But I decline to assume that

he is independent of the law of vibration.
Necessarily if he be an advanced spirit, the
change of vibration by which he reaches our
genses when he returng, must be enormous—
far greater than the convulsive change of vi-
bration which, we have seen, destroys earth-
memory. Yet we are asked to believe that
such a tremendous change leaves his memory
bright and clear as ever. The reader will see
that such an idea will not add into the column
of facts which common sense is trying to
total. If there be lght in heaven thersis also
vibration; therefore Vibration is lord and
master both of God and man *‘over there.”
Love has one vibratory beat and hate quite
.another. Change that beat, and vou may de-
stroy either or both. Such is Natural Law.
Now fancy a spirit carrying with him the gos-
sip of the sewing.circle or the pink tea. the
coarse rensuality of the smoking-room tale, or
the myriad horrors that have beset and per-
haps cursed his life. There would not be much
bliss in that. Such aheaven would be asuburb
of hell, with a through train every ten minutes.
Yet nothing but this very law of vibration
stands between the progressed spirit and just
such memories. He has none of those old
memories, because they are left behind in the
old vibrations, and nothing but their effects
are written on his soul, Now watch such a
spirit returning as near to the earth-sphere as
thelaw of his new manhood will permit, He
is seeking a medium. But what for? The
general opinion seems to be that the medium
is to be used just to voice the memories the
spirit has brought with him. But such memo-
ries are impossible. Thev would be contra-
bandin his spirit-home. e seeks the medium
that the medium may recall for him the old vi-
brations, when the old memories reappear as a
matter of course. If the medium is exactly
adapted to the needed vibrations we call that
*gpirit return” perfect, But if that medium
can only partially repeat for him those old vi-
brations then the poor spirit has most of his
trouble for nothing, One of the most noted
mediums in the world writes to me to say that
ghe has had a myriad of experiences proving to
her satisfaction that spirits do not forget their
earth history, and retain their old memories.
But thegister has not grasped thelaw. Her visi-
tors %{ge their old memories because she can
help them_ /o their old vibrations, and not be-
cause they walk round in spirit-life with their
old memories pinned to their coat-tails. Each
earth-thought, word and deed has made for
them a state of consciousness of love or hate,
of virtue or crime, which determines spirit
status by this very same law of vibration, and
which must be outlived and evolved to the
manhood of an angel.

Now suppose we reverse our thought and
apply it to the memories of spirit-life. Such
memories are imbedded in vibratious which
the mortal medinm could not express and live.
Lightening’s bolt would be no more deadly to
the mortal. But before that spirit can returnto
earth his vibrations must change to a point at
which hecaninfluence the medium’s brain, But
the student will notice that the mortal medium
cannot help that spirit to recall his memories
of his spirit experiences. She has no vibra-
tions of that kind to place at his service,
Therefore the spirit can do no more than re.
flact and repeat such spirit-thoughts as he can
grasp noder those conditions. At this point
comes in the wondrous law of MULTIPLE
PERSONALITY. Thatreturningspirit is hav-
ing certain experiences during his return that
belong, so to speak, neither to heaven nor
earth, They are being embedded in vibrations
of their own. When he leaves they remain.
When he returns they await him. They are
records of bis manhood on that level, and
therefore are actually a personality of his ego
that belongs neither to earth nor spirit life.
But they are evolving States of Consciousness
in spirit-life, like every other personality.
Soma spirits come to play the devil. Others
are holy angels, Remorse will darken the one,
and love brighten the other. .

Surely we can now see that the spirit can, at
the very best, express but few spirit faots
amidst. such vibrations. The medium’s own
vibrations, amid which the spirit builds his
new personality, will largely determine both
what he says and what he believes when he is
in what we call “control.” And this gffers a
most rational explanation of the contradio-
tions and absurdities told concerning spirit-
life by our celestial visitors,

The student reader will now take careful
note that the foregoing faots must be added
into his sum if he would hope to even measar-
ably grasp a singledetail of Lhe life that awaits
us all beyoud death. " For he can now see that
no spirit has ever come to earth save under
these limitations, therefore every communica~
tion has been colored by the conditions of the

spirit’s new personality, Furthermore, that’

new personality remains as permanent on or

amidst its own vibrations as the personalities

of either the earth or the spirit-world, Suoch,
at least, is the conclusion drawn by Common
Sense when he has added up the total of the
column from the earth-end of the sum,
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© . THED BANNER OF LIGHT.
" Phie time at Iast {s coming,
" When we all must take a stand,
Lo Ta drive the foe of honoaty
Ly Forever from the land.
' ' At 1ast we’ye ronched the station
Where we must select our clioiee;
And say tf right or wrong shall lve,
With one uplifting volee,

These curssy to humanity,
And to the Cauge we love,
The demon mouthed intruders;
To the work of those above,
We must cyush them down {orever,
Blot thelr deads from history’s page,
Frauds at last will all be conquered,
And will vanish with this agé.

It will be a mighty hattle,
Not with cannons, guns and swords;
But with volee and deeds most noble,
And with pens true mightlest words;
Truth alone ean gain the struggle,
Let ug use it pure and free;
Untll over frand, decslvers,
" We shall galn our viétory.

Friend, you've started strong and wigely
In the grand and noble work

OFf making pure the spirit teaching,
Round whom shadows never lurk.

We have gathered here this evening
Like true patriots of old,

To show you our appreciation
Of the work you’ve made so bold.

We will atd you in your dolngs
You to us the Truth have shown,
Carry out your grand endeavor,
We will prove you not ulone,
May the spirits ever gnlde you,
And their purest blessings send,
~ And though others turn against you
1’1l rematn your Sincere Friend.
EpwarD WARREN HATCH,

rAN rights reserved. To be published Inbook form.)

The Purpose of Life:

»_VO'r the Phenomena and Philosophy of Modern
* Spiritualism Reviewed and Explained.

BY C. (i, OYSTON,

CHAPTER VIIL

Is One Embodiment in Physical Life Sufficient for
the Eternal Progressive Requirements of
the Human Soul?

Ounr birth is but a sleep. and a forgetting;
. The soul that rises with us, our life’s star,
Hath had elsewhere its setting,
And cometh from afar;
Not in entire forgetfulness,
Aund not in utter nakedness,
But trafling clouds of glory do we come,

Earth fills her lap with pleasures of her own,
Yearnings shie hath in her own natural Kind,
And with something of 2 mother’s mind,
And no unworthy aim;
The homely nurse dogs all she can
To wake her foster ¢child her tnmate man -
Forget the glories he has Known,
And that imperial palace wheuce he came,

Hence in a season of calm weather,
Though inland far we be,
Our souls have sight of that immortal sea
That brought us hither,
Can in 2 moment travel thither,
And see the ehiklren sport upon the shore,
Aund hear the mighty waters rolling evermore,
—Wordswortlh’s ** Ode to Immortality.”

" “T'he highest ideal of the most advanced individual on
earth to-day—the most elevated couceéption of the great
Eternal Spirit entertained by man is that the aggregate
intelligence presiding over the destiny of mankind isa
principle of Divine Justice. This altruistic principle of ab-
solute goodness has determined that what is common to
the experience of one individual cannot be particular to
another. That no partiality or favor can be shown to any
soul, but that every being in existence is entitled to the
same privileges that have tended to unfold the innate pos-
sibilities of another. g

Then if this order of operation does obtain in the higher
world of cause, it becomes our imperative duty to explain
philosophically why such anomalies exist on earth—why
the tendency of the majority of mankind seems to utterly

. ignore the possibility ot such a beneficent ruling. Let us,
therefore, take an unprejudiced, impartial view of human
nature manifested in its various phases, and see if we can
reconcile ourselves to the conviction that eguality of priv-
ilege and Divine Justice are manifested during man’s so-
journ on earth, without introdncing the explanatory phi-
losophy of reémbodiment.

We have on the one hand a street Arab, conceived in poi-
sonous surroundings, cradled iz vice and pollution, bathed
in misery and crime—a being saturated with all the impuri-
ties that can pbssibly darken the spirit-body. Through no
fault of its own that spirit is obliged to imbibe the waters
of spiritual bitterness, to roam famishing to and fro, its
whole activities concentrated in schemes conceived how to
obtain the physical necessities of life. No benign influence
of blessed education dissipates the intense darkness of his
mind; but, destitute of all the hallowing associations which
render life pleasant and profitable, that degraded being is
gacrificed tothe remoreless selfishness of man. On the
other hand, a spirit comes in contact with matter in aristo.
cratic circles. livery tacility is afforded the mother to sat-
urate that child with beautiful impressions and to promote
high aspirations. lts advent to earth isheralded with glad.
ness and ostentatious rejoicing. Thoughtfully tended and
highly educated, no care or anxioty being manifested for
the material necessities of life, that child is endowed with
extraordinary priviieges and-b)esyings which the less fortu.
nate cannot possibly obtain, Isthis right? Doesitaccord
with superior conceptions of Divine Justice and the equal-
ity of mankind? Talk not of compensation in spirit-life re-
adjusting the obviousinequality., Ther'ecannot be a special
law of compensation for one half of humanity at the ex.
pense of the other., The same principle of association
which renders possible the existence of rewards and pun.
ishments cannot be twisted to suit the petty conceits ot un-
developed man, but that law must be asstable and relent
less as the universe itself,

How miny degrees of advancement -do we find in the
manifestation of human lifs on earth from the impenetra.
ble Esquimaux or Hottentot to the sublime dignity of in-
telligence displayed by a Piato, a Bacon or a Shakspeare?
Iinowledge truly is power. Then if the acquisition of intel-
ligence and its judicions application renders one man supe-
rior to his fellows, and bestows upon him inexpressible
blessings, why are not all endowed with the same quality
of receptivity and perception? Surely wise provision has
been made for the less fortunate, for his mental activities
¢an be promoted by coming in contact continually with su-
perior minds, and yet in spite of such exceptional advan-
tages, how few can adequately appreciate the benefits to be
derived therefrom? For instance, you sit down to dis-
course the most sublime symphonies from an instrument
properly attuned for manipulation. You pour out your
goul in rapture, and the apiritual breathings interbiend
vyit;h the musical strains until your emotions find expres-
sion in tears. However, oneindividual there present is
gosltwely pained, and the rich, melodious cadence grates

arshly upon his ear. So distasteful is the exercise of your
artistic dexterity that herises up and deliberately walks
out of the room. Must not your appreciation of harmony
be mﬁmt.ely' superior to that unfortunate being?

Take him into an art gallery, and while you could dilate
_with soulful pleasure upon the inspirational enthusiasra

* which dictated the delicate touches of the artist’s hand,
perhaps your companion would be most, charmed by the
gaudy, gilded frame which encompassed the mental treasure
you 80 much admired.

“Of course in the consideration of our subject predxist-
ence goes without saying. The soul cannot be infused into
the child by virtue of the pro-creative act because, being a
distinct entity and indivisible, it can never be born as a
soul, for it follows as a logical necessity that, this being a
starting point in our existence, there must be an ending
point, and the spirit will surely die with the body, but
man must be an eternally-existent being, past and future,
or we may reasonably assume that annihilation is the ulti.
mate destiny of the spul. 1t the inner principle is derived
from the ?are_nts, why is there such a dissimilarity in the
charaoteristios and abilities of families? Why is it that
one may be a philosopher, while another is a corner-end
loafer? Why {8 it that one member of a family may pos-
pess an ungovernable temper, while apother may be as

‘| a9 physioal

aweet, gontje and loving in disposition as any soul that
aver wore flesh, ‘Thess separate ohlldren may be intro.
duced to the world under similar psychologics! conditions,
the parents experiencing the same dally routine, snd yet
the uffepring may be as rar nsunder as the poles. Nay, it
the parents alone gave the soul active and independent
existence, we may reasonably imply that the ohildren wijl
of neoonsitf resomble thelr progenitors spiritually as wejl

y. Again, if you endorse this tdea, you praoti-
oally admit that the ohild ls all at onoe endowed with
uuﬂYoienb knowledge to weave, mold and control the most
complionted plece of machinery in the whole universe.
Preéxistonce bolng a logical sequence of my position, lat
ug supposo that a far advanced spirit wishes to come in
contaot with matter for humanitarian purposes, Now the
iden of reémbodiment seems generally entertained in the
oase of Jesus of Nazareth, The Christians who believe
him God Almighty tacitly admit bis power to take on ma
terial clay, aithough the mightiest spirit in the realm of
being. The Spiritualist, who rejacts the God idea in con.
nection with the Nazarene, recognizes him. as one’ of the
most powerful, pure and benevolent spirits that ever lived
on earth, and this spiritual teacher himself declared
“Before Abraham was, 1 am.” ‘F'hen, suppose he wished
to return, what course wowid he pursue? Certainly if he
presumed to inhabit the mortal form in all the glorious
efiulgence of his expressed spiritual power if hie came into
direct association with an earthly mother without con-
densing his gpirit-body and enshrouding his spiritual glory,
that mother could not bear the intlueuce of her would-be
son, and his intense brilliancy and power would cause
instant death to that instrument which he desired to em-
ploy for the purpose in view. Nay, he would appropriate
to himeelt grosser particles as ho descended, until earthly
beings could bear s transcendant expression of prwer,
and by condensing his spirit-body he would eveutually
appropriate to himself the material atoms, utilize the cou-
dittons supplied, and attach to himself material habili.
ments, and walk and talk with men as heretofore.

It is assumed by the oppounents of reincarnation that if
aspirit be destituts of a certain experience he need not
necessarily return to inhabit the material form, but by
passing side by side with a suitable medium, he can obtain
the requisite soul power which will equip him for his
eternal journey, Now this assertion I emphatically deny
for, were this s0, men need not coms in contact with mat
ter at all, He would only require to be furnished with
knowledge and instruction from higher spirits, and he
could pass ouward and upward forever, How often do we
ruo shoulders with our fellow-man who is bowed down
with sorrow, yet we cannot adequately appreciate his
pain, :

But it is urged that when a child passes away prema-
tursly, and that being has become wound round the ten
derest affections of its parents, it is too revolting to antici-
pate its return to material lite; such a conception would
only have a tendency to estrange the love of the parent
irom the child, and cause the mother to manifest indiffer-
ence towards the incarnate babe, Surely this is taking
too narrow and contracted a view of the grand compre-
hensive principle of love. The innocence of childhood
and the absence of temptation and sin may seem very
sweet to some minds; but you cannot make a spiritual
athlete unless you give him something he can grasp and
handle, something that can test his powers. 1f it be a
great and invaluable boon to be allowed to live on earth to
a good age, surely ample justice has not been meted out to
that child, who is deprived ot this privilege. Again, would
you have your chiid in spirit-life exclusively confined
within the harrow circls of your domestic relations, al-
though you knew his soul could be enriched by adopting-
a more wayward policy and condescending to grapple with
matter once more? Love confined within a narrow com-
pass savors much of selfishness. Love must be generally
diffused in the higher lite, or the purposes of the spirit-
world will be subverted.

1t is maintained by advanced spirits that there is a limit
to man’s progress in spirit-life, that all progress on the
part ot tue individual will cease unless he accepts the
inevitable alternative, and once more becomes encased in
flesh, Tor instance (they say), supp.se you were to ascend
into the air in a balioon. You would experience no
unpleasant sensations until you had attained a certain
hieight. Then your muscles would relax, and, unless you
intercepted your flizht, unconsciousness wounld enswue, and
you would of course pass away. Now, spiritually, your
experience will be somewhat similar., You will rise up
ward and onward, but eventually your energies will
become paralyzed, 1f you retuse to coms to earth again to
strengthen your spiritual being, you will be entirely over-
come by the inexpressible plory and loveliness. Your
volition will be suspended, and you will be incapable of

moving forward until you obey the spiritual law, whiglr
provides by a plurality of physical existences for the
perpetual progress of mankind. - o .

‘T'he necessity 10 re-inhabit material conditions is ndt im-
posed by some august arbitrary power as a punishment.
Man possesses within himself the possibilities of a God,
therelore he must practically encounter every phase of hu-

man experience in order to become thoroughly conversant
with his own innate powers, that he may “ know himself.”
Whnen this knowledge has been acquired—when he shall
have maistered and subdued everything bemeath him—
when every weakness bas been completely overcome, he
will break off association with a material planet, and re-
turn to clothe himself with a physical body no more. Mor-
bid, indifferent souls while on earth must be lashed into
activity by the whirlwind of adversity, and the pain attend-
ant on suffering is as essential toraise a flame of aspiration,
as physical pain is a necessary sequencs in the promotion ef
harmonious development and untoldment, What is aspira-
tion, but ayearning of the spirit to return to the transcend-
ently beautiful condition which it bas left? Kven the most
undeveloped, lymphatic aund ignorant spiritual being can.
not, perpetually resist the tide of advancement and progress,
and a consciousness must eventually dawn upon that soul
of happiness in the far distant future which is its lawful
inheritance and within the province of attainment. But it
is just as possible for an inhabitant of earth to ascend be-
yond our material atmosphere with his physical body in an
endeavor to reach the planets, as for a soul in an inferior
degree of unfoldment to enter the realms of light and peace
without the tuition of a plurality of physical life’s expe-
riences.

Suppose a council of the wisest men this earth can.pro
duce was held in an upper room—men who commanded the
respect, homage and adoration of their fellow. beings—on the
ground tloor of that assembly room there resided a boy,
who, observing the potency of the mighty power wielded by
these gigantic luminaries on the horizon ot the intellectual
world, resolved to secure admittance and participate in
their deliberations in order to give perfect expression to his
ambition and reccive the grateful admiration of others. Of
course hisintellectual power could not harmoniously assim
ilate with that of more matured experience, and he would
be kindly informed that he must return to a condition more
adaptabtefor display ot inferior capabilities, so that he might
learn another practical lesson before he could blend his
exertions with the veteran students of spiritual philosophy.
Our spirit-friends inform us that previous to man’s taking
on material elements he existed in spirit-lite pure, but iz
norant of the vast possibilities of the eternal essense with-
in. 1n that condition he possessed in his own person both
qualities, male and female, which constituted a perfect
sphere spiritually. Of course he could not descend to easth
until these two constituent elements became separated.
Consequently the disuniting of the two principles occurred,
and they both became incarnated in flesh Yor the first time.
Progresswas simply impossible until man had strengthened
hig latent powers by grappling with troubles, trials, diffienl-
tiesand adverse conditions on earth. Even as the athlete
strengthens his muscles by gymnastic exercises, so the
spirit unfolds its latent possibilities by rough contact with
material life,

A male spirit can never become a femals, Sex is deter.
mined by the formative priunciple, viz, soul. Oune objec
tion urged against reincarnation iz that identity will not
be maintained in the spiritual life; that it will be quite im.
possible to recognize eact other after passing through more
than one physical existence. But this implies that indi-
viduality will be lost. Iu another portion of this work in-
dividuality has been defined as those spiritual characteris-
tics that distinguish one man from his fellow. The indi-
viduality is the real man. The personalityis the form that
man assumes externally while becoming more perfectly in-
dividualized. In .condescending to measurs its strength
with matter once more there is no more danger of losing
the individuality than in the case of the geologist who by
an apparently infre.diy proceeding accomplishes an impor-
tant result, He may clothe bimself in a miner's garl, de-
scend deep down into the bowels of the earth in order to
acquire valuable scientific knowledge. His personality
would be very unpresentable in polite society when he ap
peared on the surface, but his individuality would be im-
measurably enriched thereby. That personaiity could be
changed, but nqt the individuality. Individuality is insep
arable form the soul.

Knowledge once acquired is retained forever. The ex-
ternal consciousness may not be directly sensible of how it
has acquired and manifests a special adaptability for dis-
playing extraordinary dexterity and ability in one partic-
ular direction, but the soul has sensed that experience in
former incarnatious, and leading characteristics become
pronounced in proportion to the successive embodiments.

[To be conlinued.]

The wisdom of God is not made up of pigces, but is only
one, While we are on this earth we olight to keep our
mirror in God 0 a8 to be in every respect as a child is like
its father. Thus we ought to be made out of the whole cloth,
and-not patohed up.—Paracelsus.

The honest man never stops to inquire it honesty pays.

 Settled: Speakers,

BY P, A, WIGGIN,

1 have heen asked to give my views'as to the advisabllity
of  long-termed settlement of spenkers over spiritunlistio
socleties, My brief experience in this connection has,
doubtless, taught me something, but I am sure that muoh
remains for me to learn in this direction. At ono time my
enthusiasm in favor of wettled speakers knew no limit, I
am now more convinced than ever of its advisability, but
only under radically different conditions than those which
now obtain,

Iixperiences have led me to shade .my views respecting
settled speakers very wmuch, "There certainly is much
work to be nccomplished before (except in a few instances)
settled speakers can bo considered, at best, as only in the
light of a doubttul success. Conditions do not warrant
anything like universal successin this direction at present
Certain situations coufront usiand 1 am sorry to say it)
which seem in an unwarrantable degree, to master most
Spiritualists, . L

tt is plainly the duty of every Spiritualist to look the
facts as they are squarely in the face, and also to peer into
the requirements of the future. When this is done, not all
by any means has been accomplished. There will ever be
a pressing demand to makereal the ought-to-be rather than
to submissively abide by the what-is. ) .

A loug settlement of speakers over organizations of Spir-
itualiats, would constitute a ministry. An uneducated
ministry will never prove asuccess. Such a ministry, upon
a very questionable plane of usetulness, has, it is true, met
with success, but it has only required the wisdom of to-day
to demonstrate that its success was a most lamentable, if
pot disastrous failure. Have we an educated ministry to
offer to the people? If we have not it will be best to wait
until we have bafore we offer any. When we speak of an
educated ministry, we especially refer to a class of people
who are edncated along the iines of the work’s require-
ments. We are not unmindful of those in our ranks whose
gcholarship would certainly suffer nothing by comparlson
with any class of teachersof religion. Buta too limited
view of a minister’s education must not be taken, The
mere platform, mental exercise of a Sunday is indeed but a
slight consideration in relation to real, true pastoral suc.
cess. ‘Thers are business, financial, institutional and so-
cial (and especially the latter) features which will soon
swamp the novitiate.

1f a man with no qualifications in these respects, yet be-
ing an eloguent aud able preacher, were to settle over a
long established church, whose membership had been
trained to church methods of government, he might find
no difficulty in meeting with success as a pastor; but quite
a different state of aifairs than this is sure to'confront a
speaker who attempts the work of a pastor over most any
of our spiritual societies now established. It will not re.
quire much time in most cases for him to discover that he has
a membership which considers itself not only competent to
manage the affairs of the society, but will very soon dic-
tate the policy of the pastor also—and also that **verily a
little knowledge is dangerous.” The following seem to
me to be self-evident truths: First, we must have an edu-
cated as well as a morally and epiritually illuminated min-
istry ; one which will feel the importance of educating the
people, never considering merely what a people want, but
always what they need. Second, that such a ministry will
be able to accomplish more wise and spiritual ends by
gathering around it a few kindred souls who are in harmo-
mony, and individually dispised to labor unselfishly for
the good of the cause, than oy trying to lead a society hav-
ing more or less of internal inharmony, which has not yet
fearned that the **world does move,” independent of cer-
tain ruts.

Take this as a nucleus, and, possessed of executive abili-

ty to lead, open a meeting in a desirable place, having
things harmoniously and orderly arranged; having not
only a good meeting place and good preaching, but god
music and generally attractive accessories; then do not,
as too many are now doing, viz., dress their institution in
a sitk hat while its limbs are covered with blue jeans.” In
other words, get things into a pleasantly appearing corre
spondence; the admission to all meetings should be abso-
lutely free; then instruct the people, and consequettly
interest them in the work being done, and the people are
certain, in return, to contribute of their means toward the
establishment of a society upon a basis of permanency.
This idea can be-oarried to a successful issue,
Third, under the present condition of the majority of or-
ganized societies which employ the phenomena, which are
sometimes of a questionable order to draw a crowd, whose
ten cent door fees must largely pay the running expenses,
no settled speaker for any considerable time can possibly
prove a suceess. Such a spirit as must of a necessity ani-
mate such a procedure is a flat contradiction of the reat
principles of true Spiritualism, Whether with or without
a sectled speaker, no spiritualistic society can thrive, in a
spiritual sense, which in practice denies the spiritual sig-
nificance of the truth,

No one who can read between the lines of the Rev, Minot
J. Savage’s last Kaster sermon can fail to see that, in the
above inconsistent position of Spiritualists, lies his princi-
ple objection to popular Spirituatism,

I am, as most of your readers know, a test medium, as
well as a lecturer. I have made a careful study of the situ-
ation, and can come to no other conclusion than that a set-
tled speaker would never prove a success who depspded
upon the phenomena alone for the establishment oé/fk&mr
manent institution. He might draw a crowd, but‘that is
far from proving a success; for back of the crowd there
exists no institution. For success, the speaker must have
back of him or her an institution, else, when they step out,
all is gone.

Furthermore, being equipped with that kind of educa.
tion to which we bave referred, the society should have
gome simple yet well defined declaration of principles, not
only of government, but of belief. To the principles the
speaker could point, These principles, however good, might
prove objectionable to some—but more can certainly be
won to something than to nothing, 1f the people are 10 be
won to our cause, it must be defined, subject to such
c'nalll)i:es as new revelation may prompt and suggest as de
girable.

ducation on the part of speakers, and quite as much on
the part of the people, is the open sesame to a supply fora
woful need. In America, after fifty years of work, a suc-
cessful demonstration of -a settled pastorate is wanting
still, Here and there, a speaker has been able to remain
in one place as speaker over a sociefy for a considerable
time, but how about the success? My ears, in answer, can
cateh but one sweet echo from Greenwich, Massachusetts,
where an institution can be found back of the speaker,

I feel that the man is born who will be able, notwith
standing the opposition from so many, who will step out-
side all methods now in vogue and demonstrate to the
Spiritualists and to the world that settled speakers over
spiritualistic societies can prove a success.

—h

Our Fifty-First*Annivcrsary.

An Address by Mrs. Julietté Yeaw of Leominster
Before the Massachusetts State Association,
Boston, March 30, S. E. 51.

Tamalways glad when it comes to the Anniversary of the
glorious time we celebrate, because years and years ago so-
called death was clothed for me in the garments of light
and beauty, hence I have reason torejoice. I am thankful
I stilldivewapd live in this life. It isa beautiful world to
me, and all the experience of years cannot take away.from
me the simple joy of living in this state of existence, Per-
haps if it had not been for Spiritualism I might not have
beeu able to make that statement to you.

You have listened to-day to addresses so profound that if
you had heard them, or their like, for the first time you
would have aeen surprised that outside of theological lives
there could have been so much that is grand and beautiful,
Soif Ido not tryto say anything very profound. or give
you any new idear, I know that I shall be pardoned for sim-
ply expresging a few simple thoughts.

There is one thing that has impressed me as I looked out
on the audience from the platform, and that is how largely
it is composed of those in the prime of life, whose heads,
like my own, are silvered o'er with the frosts of years.
1f T turn fothe platform, I see the same conditions mani-
fested. AsIlook outinto your earpest, intelligent faces,
it seems ag if my very soul is moved by the impress of this
great company. If I sbould go to each one of you,Isup
pose almest every one would tell me that, for more than
a score of years, perhaps for fifty vears, perhaps’ even for
a8 mAany years ag we- are celebrating to-day, you have en-
joyed the revelations of Spiritualism. Think how your sor-
rows have been softened and lightened by it! If each one
of you were to give the proof you have received in relation
to communion between the earth and spirit life, if records
could be made of your testimonies, this platform might not
hold the volumes that could be written of those experi-
ences, In this, then. is the expression of the power and
grandeur of Spiritualiem. More than fifty years have
passed since it is has been an acknowledeed power in the
world. To day we are told that our Causs is reslly moving
on, This is necessarily the case, for, as Spiritualists, we
cannot standstill. Therecan be nogoingback. There can
be no standing still, Forever apd forever must this march
be onward and upward. The varioos phises of the mani-
festation of this power aré much as in the earlier davs.

when we were glad to listen to spirit-teaching, although we

{heara groat (lml to.08y of frands here and thera, T am %%t;

and those w{\:o renlly belleve are not, moved from
traoks by such thoughts,

Spirituallsm is a renewal of the question of the ages:
“1t a man die, shall he live agaln?” Or, as it I8 more ap-

ropriately roferred to rometimes, “ If lie once lives, shall
er ever conso to live? "’ It lins taken cepturles and oentu-
ries of growth and development to realize that it is an-
swered so naturally, Truly has 1t been said that in order to
know, man must do all that is possible through religion,

Years ago people asked those who had been their spiritual
toachers if they should live again? They have nover expe-
rlenced this nondition, and o they cannot rep'y In a sensi-
ble, natural and truthful manner, They only point back-
ward 1o the realms of the past. They point dowp the
bygone ages to the man Jesus, repeating the words, ''Iam
the Resurreotion and the Life,” not looking forward to the
natural answer that we can give, because their minds have
not developed to that point of unfoldment to receive the
answer ay it.really is, A little more than fifty years apo
came the answer to our question: *'I still live, and because
]I'lmv,e thus communicated tn you, you upon earth also shall
ive )

As I look into your earnest faces to-day, and see the
joy that beams upon some of them, I see the lines of
care and sorrow on them also. I read here a lesson of a
strong, earnest purpose and an entire faith that works in
reason. Take hold of the undying assurance of this beau-
tiful fact of living beyond the grave It makes & man
strong to go on in the grand and noble work of spiritual
investieation and the reception of spiritual communica
tion. There is no sadness in my miod to day as I remem-
ber you are nearer the end of your natural life than the
beginning. But a few years more shall pass away before
ths veil shall completely be rent in twain, and vou shall
know, through actual experience, what you believe you
know to-day, Your intelligent, reassuring friends have
told you. and 8o you know, for it comes through eternity’s
gates. They have proven themselves to be those you had
esteemed when living, and we realize that this change
must come to us all in the not far distant future: then we
shall be with our loved ones on the other side of life.

I see, as it were, a new audience before me; those now in
life are sliding down-the scale to maturity, filling the
places that will then be vacated in the home, and still
younger ones coming on to fill the depleted ranks. I see
the workers who are ripening. for the change coming out
to join the vast majority of the grand old workers of the
olden days. Scores and scores of them have gone home,
and the encouraging words they spoke, the noble lives
they led, and the earnest work they did here with us, lead
us to see not one vacant place upon the platiorm, but all
those old workers jolning with you fo.day to keep and to
bless and to hallow this sacred anniversary. 1f each of us
will but work as faithfully and as well as they did, Spirit-
ualism must go forward.

When the time shall come for us to lay off the garments
that now encumber us, we must show that we have grown,
that we have helped the weaker ones to grow strong in
spirit and prepared them to take up the work where we
laid it down. How often we hear people urge others to
come and take up the work the old workers laid down!
Take up the work for yourself, The old workers have
never left it for others. They have never laid down their
work. ‘Theyare working still for this great movement.
They worked so faithfully and ably while here that they
continue to instruct others to strengthen their hands to
work as they were wont to do when on earth. Let this
thought, then, of the preatness and glory of the Spiritual-
ist's fight for good, be with us, and let us build wisely and
well. The works that we are building now are for time
and eternity, .

- 1t is of the greatest importance that our young should be
surrounded by the best of influences. As we believe in
organization, we should remember that we have a duty
and work to do for the young in that same direction, to so
bring them up in the right that they will not drift into
gectarian Sunuay-schools. Let us see to-day that when we
go into communion we take our little children by the

the home, in the Lyceum (our Sundey-school), and forever
take them out of those troubling dreams where they see

things in the dark, and let them feel that the angels of
love and light keep “atch over them jorevermore,

My Dead ])Bé “Rags.”

Is Man Alone Immortal?

DY WILLIAM FOSTER, JR.

Once this was a query which 1 anxiously sought to solve,
for from my boyhood I made all animals about our home
pets. At an early age circumstances roused me toward
Orthodoxy, and 1 discarded its dogmas, taking up a train
of reasoning which ended in Agnosticism. As the prob-
lems of life arose in my experiences with the world, as my
horizon broadened, I began to study man and his relations,
believing there must be better nutriment than the dry

husks of theo'ogy. Glimmerings of light began to flash
out, a daybreak glow soon irradiating the heavens, lifting
the fogs of doubt and unesrtainty coming from the super
stitions and dozmas falsely called relizion. Man and his
relations were revealed in a manner which supplanted the
)llélg{"’a”ou of Agnosticism by the positivism of Spi¥itualism.

an became an everliving soul—death only a travsition—
2 gateway to immortality. 'I'bus was solved the great
problem which for years had puzzled me. But there was
a co:nate vroblem which had oiten abtraded itselt, which
was this: Is manalone immortal? With my *‘ open vision *’
of ymmortality for man this question pressed for solution.
My love for pets caused me t) care fer all animals and
avoid doing them harm. I never went bird bunting, for
the melodious notes of the feathered songsters stayed my
gun; and I never could steel myself to shoot harmless rab-
bits and squirrels. 1 had a kindly feeling for the animal
creation, and when I asked myself why they were and
what their outcome, it was a chilly thought that with them.
death ended all.  ¥When thinking the matter over I used to
say to myself, “If all men are immortal why not ammals?
gome of them certainly are more descrving of it than some
humans; in the long run, striking general average, I guess
the avimals are entitled to the boon.

There are more mean men than mean animals. Take
any of our domestic animals. critically study them, analyze
their actions, and we will find numernus characteristics
which, when exhibited in man, would be deemed highly
praiseworthy. Scan any intensely Christianized, highly-
civilized community ; you will find many meannesses and
wrongs which cannot be paralleled among animals; even
the four hundred are not flawless. Animals possess mar-
velous intelligence, in tseir sphere, at par with man; qual-
ities of such an exalted type that they wou)d be an adorn-
ment o any man or womal. S0 mapy absolute viitues are
oxbhibited in our domestic animals, that 1 am forced to
believe that in the economy of Nature, in the equitable
at justments of the Eternal Order that rules all things,
ammals will * rest and expatiate in alife to come:”” There
will be no aristocracy in death, nor when weall are
“admitted to that equal sky.” :

This train of thought is an incidence of the shadow
which has fallen across my path, which will never wholly
pass away so long as I may be permitted' to tenant my
mortal form, I have lost my dog **Rags”; the dear fellow
is dead. He had been my companion more than ten years,
and such a companion as one can seldom find, whether

an affection that was stronger than a chain of steel.
Where I was he wished to be. He made me a part of bim-
self; I made him a part of myself. There was such a mu-
tuality of .feeling that the sense of his absence now
produces a lonsliness which is almost overpowering,

You may call this weakness; if it be such, it **leans to
virtue's side,” being in the line of the teachings of the Man
of Nazareth, who recognized the solidarity of all animate
oxistences, If I was away he grieved, wishing for my re-
turn, when he was overjoyed, greeting me with a joyous
bark sealed by a profusion of kisses. I never struck nor
kicked him, never harshly scolded him, and if he needed

some peccadillo (he never sinned), he apparently under-
standing the whole matter, He received the reproofs with
meekness, his eyes having an expression which told more
than words. Ask him if he was sorry, he answered by a
shower of kisses and expresstve wags of his tail. Ilove to
watch the workings of a dog’s mind_ through the eye and
tail; unlike men he never uses honied words or plays the
hyrfocnta. _

*his end came through a lung affection accompanied by
a harrassing cough. Monday morning, the 17th inst., [
saw the change and release were near. He seemed sensi.
ble himself that something unusual was about to happen;
he would come and look in mv face in a peculiar manaer,
with a solemnity which seemed to sav, * Master, I am going
to leave you.”” At leneth he came as near as possible,
siretched himself at full length, and, with his eyes upon
me, breathed away bis life in a very few moments, With
that expiring breath an arrow pierced me, which will sting
till I, too, shall drop the burden of life, finding in the Eden
to be—the Beulahland of the hereafter—my per, and s
demonstration that man is not alone immortal. Gladsome
will be the greetings when ' Rags’'’ and master shall again
mert, to traverse the endless oycie of the eternities, enjov-
ing & soul-life compensatory for what may have been lack-
ing in the transitory sphers of the earth. Thig much I
deem due to the memory of my dead dog, ** who possessed
beauty without vanity, strength without insolence, cour-
age without ferocity, and all the virtues of man without
his vioes; praise whioh would be unmeaning flattery if in.
soribed over human ashes.”

Warwich, R. L.

hand. Teach them the lessons of spiritual communion in.

human or animal. He had a love that was pure devotiony.

)

disciplining Ispoke in a low tone when chiding him for-..
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Flosste woka and found her dotl
. Houndly slesping In her bed,
“0Oh! you, dariing, you must wake,
Ywost bine eyes and puiden head;
Mamma told me we might go
In tie mesdows far away,
. Uo and pather protty lowers,
For it is the merry May!

Children In the days ol old
Chose & queen ot beauty fine,
It I should choose, 1t woultl be you,
Dazrliog dolly Oaroline;
But arlse, and let us go,
For I know tt will be gay;
Yon Il enjoy it, 1 am sure,
And remember merry May! "
WILLIAM BRUNTON,

A_ Christmas Pie.

BY A LITTLE GIRL TEN YEARS OLD,

It was Christmas eve. In alarge parlor of
a large {armhouss the fiddle was playing, and

- dancers were trying to do their duty.

In the cellar of that house a family of rats
were all complaining of hunger.

It's a shame!” said Miss Lucy, with an impa-
tient awing of her Jong tail, ** It’s a shame to be
kept in here all day. They’re all in the par-
lot: let's go and see what they have been doing
all day.”

“Yes!” said Bob, *and we may come across
something to eat. [’m most starved.”

Bob and Lucy always ruled, as they did in
this case. Lucy was just sixteen, a regular
beauty. She was soon to be married. Bob
wae twenty.

The rest. of the children were all vlain.
There was Polly, who did all the work. James
came next, and then baby Jack, who was very
cunning, but very homely, Ile ran up stairs
one day, and the cat caught him by the tail
and bit it most all off,

This family of seven went stealthily up
stairs; and ran along till they came to the
parlor door. They all took turns and peeked
in. Just then the fiddle began to play.

“Oh! let’s dance,” said Lucy, turning to
Bob, and they whirled off, ’

“Don’t they look nice?” said father raf.
“Do you remember the last time we danced?
my dear, come on,” .

Polly, James, and Jack stepped aside and
watched the two couple with breathless inter-

est.
. The parlor door opened then, which made

them all scamper off, with their paws in their
mouths to keep them from laughing; and thus
betraying themselves.

They went straight to the pantry, and there
they found the Christmas pie.

*Do you suppose we can carry that home?
husband,” said mother rat.

“QOh, yes!” they all cried eagerly, and they
did, though with preat difficulty. Baby Jack
fell down stairs of course, Henever wentany-
where but what he did some outlandish thing,
as Polly declared.

“Why, what shall we cut it with? we havn't
any knife,” said Bob,

“"Well, you and I must go and get one, Bob,”
said his father,

““No, don’t try it I’m afraid you 'l get hurt.
We'll eat it without.”

So they did.

[Norg.—"aragraphing, punctuation and spell-
ing have not been changed by the editor.]

Cris Burlingame’s Review,

We think our little friends will like to read
what Master Cris, who is eleven years old,
writes his brothers about the new book,
“ White Dandy”:

Dear Brothers: I have iust finished reading
a new book entitled, ** White Dandy,” which
the editor of Tiux BANNER very kindly sent to
me. It is a companion book to “ Black
Beauty,” but a short, stocky pony now tells
his story instead of a graceful, slender horse,
as was the case in that famous book. The tale
is about Richard and Fred Wallace and their
family, the horse being owned by Dick. Fred
has two boys, Chet and Carm, whose mother
dies, and he marries a second wite, who has
two children also, Tommy and Bobby (a girl).
The family buy a farm and move out lo it
Chet, who by this time is a_grown man, runs
the farm; he is very cruel. Tommy, who when
a boy scalded a kitten, turned out to be a mur-
derer. Bobby sloped, and Carm got killed in
a railway acoident. The story winds up with
“White Dandy” still with his master. The
story is designed to win our sympathy towards
animals, and to make us easier on our dumb
gervants, and it carries out its purpose admir-
ably. The volume was written by Velma
Caldwell Maelville, and is published by J.-8,
Qgilvie Publishing Co.,, 57 Rose street, New
York. Cris M. BURLINGAME.

The Just-Like-You Country.

When Robin had passed through the Ivory
(3ate of Dreams, he was delighted to find his
dainty little fairy godmother waiting for him
just inside.

“Oh! I’'m glad to see you, Fairy God-
mother,” he said, as he raun toward her, **1’ve
had so borrid a time to-day. My hair would n't
brush this morning, and 1 spilled my milk at
breakfast, and the cat scratched me, and mam-
ma was cross, and Katy said I was a nuisance,
and just everything hateful happened.”

“I'know all about it, laddie dear, 8o to-night
I’ve had you come to the Just- Like- You Coun-
try. Perhaps what you see here will help you
not to have any more such horrid days. Now
I must leave you, for in this country you will
have to find your way alone.” and with a kiss
like the brush of a butterily’s wing, she was

one.

& “But Fairy Godmother! Tairy Godmother!
I don't want to be alone! J don’t wantyouto
go away!’* llobin called again and again, and
when he found it was of no use, he sat down
‘and began to cry as hard as he could.

Tor a few minutes he cried, when suddequ
he realized that, though the sun had beenshin-

. ing brightly just before, rain was falling now.

He looked up through his tears and saw great
drops hanging from every leaf of the tree un-
der which he sat, oozing from between the
petals of the flowers, dripping from the plu-
mage of thé birds, and there—why, sure
enough!— there sat a squirrel on his hind lege,
with both paws up to his face, while ‘:tenrs
trickled slowly down between them.” Lvery-
thing about Robin was crying with him.

For an instant he was puzzled; then burst
cut angrily : “Stop making fun of me, all you
things! It’s real mean of you, and 1 won't
have it—so there now! Stop it, I say!” And
he stamped his foot in a fine temper, then
stood amazed. For, though all the tears had
stopped with his own, everythiug in sight was
apparently in just as fine a temper as himself,
No rain fell now, but the thunder growled and
rumbled; the winds sighed no longer, but
tossad the leaves about in fierce gusts; the
birds were scolding loudly and making angry
dashes at one another; the squirrel wept no
more, but chattered his teeth fiercely; the
thorns of a rose-spray tore at his coat-sleeve,
and even the violets were shaking their heads
ag if daring one another to come out and fight.

At first Robin did n’t know what to make of
all this, but all at once he remembered what

his‘ fairy godmother had told him.

Oh, T see what she meant! In the Just-
Like-You Country everything acts just the
same a3 you do yourself. Wby, how fuony!"”
And he laughed as merrily as if tears and auger
had never been near.

Quiok as a wink, out came the sun, and

‘ changed every raindrop into a sparkliog dia-

mond ; the birda burst into the joliiest of songs;
the squirrel displayed his shining teethina
broad grin; and you could n't havetold wheth.
er the rustie of theleavesor the rippling of the

brook was the happler, or whether the roses
or the violeta were the aweeter,

Just hefore Robin passed back through the
Ivory Gate Intoa new morning, lie heard his
falry godmother maying: * 1t’s really just the
anme, dear, in the daylight world ashere in the
Junt Like-You Country, though you do n't xeo
it so plainly, 1t will glve back to you what you
glve to it.”

"To his mother, ns she bant over him with s

ood-morning kiss, and ** Mamma's glad to soe
her laddie wuke up vo happy,” Robln deolared
very earnestly: ** Mamma, ['m just not wolng
to have uny more horrid days—notnever, Fairy
(todmother has shown me how not to have
them."—(\, Amadon, in Mind,

Liternry Depurtment,

T. NICHOLAS.~A glimpse of life in New

York city, after the British evacuation, is
given in the May instalment of Mrs. Barr's
St. Nicholas serial **‘Trinity Bells.,” It occurs
in a description of the heroine’s visit to her
grandmother.

Catharine puis on her brown camlet frock,
with its tippet of the same material, and a
straw gipsy hat, tied under her chin with a
wide brown-sarsenet ribbon. IHer fair hair lay
in shining curls upon her shoulders; at her
throat was a small gold broocn; and in her
hand she had a posy of yellow asters. A bloom-
ing little maid all brown and gold, with a face
serious but not sad, and eyes that shone with
love and loving purpose.

Her grandmother, Madam Judith Van Clyife,
lived in an old house on William street. She
had gone there when she married Roelf Van
Clyffe. and in spite of the British occupauncy of
New York, ana of the fact that her husband
and three sons were with the continental army
or navy, there she had remained. Not without
prudent, managment, however., She had per
mitted a noted Royalist during the war tooc-
cupy its first floor with his shop, on condition
that she had the use of the upper {loor. Iuto
this upper floor she removed all her treasures,
and then she suffered its windows {o become
covered with dust and spiders’ webs, and to
take on generally the appearance of being
nlllerely the storage-place of the shop below
them.

Ostensibly she removed to her son Jacob's
fine farm on the Bowery, and there she busied
herself in making such delicious butter, and in
growing such fine vegetables, and fruits for the
governor’s and the officers’ families, that they

-naturally protected her in a position so neces-

sary for their own comfort. So Madame held
her tongus, and worked hard, and made a great
deal of money; and whenever she put away a
British guinea. she said, with a little laugh of
gatisfaction: * 1t is a spoiling of the enemy,
and when my men come home again, of the
gold they will be glad,”

But Roelf Van Clyfte never came home again ;
he died on the battlefield, and his eldest son
died in the hospital; and as Jansen was at sea
with his ship, only Jacob came home when the
war was over. ‘Then Jacob took possession of
his home, and Madam went back to her houss
on William street, and there she was living
when Catharine went to see her. The same
store was still in the lower part of the house—
only the Royalist now paid a large rent for the
premises, and Catherine went into it to ask if
Madam Van Clyffe was within, The place had
a pleasant smell of teas and spices, and she
lingered a moment after she had been an-
swered. So it happened that her eyes rested
on the figure of an Indian god seated on a shelf
among bundles of cinnamon bark and bowls of
nutmegs and jars of preserved ginger. And
the shelf was like a page out of aromahce,
She instantly began to wonder what brave
sailor-man had brought the image over thou-
sands of miles of tossing seas, and the thought
of the long ocean miles made her father very
present in her memory., As she went up the
bare, ricketty stairs leading to her grand.
mother’s rooms she thought only of him, and
her heart was suddenly troubled with fears
for his safety—fears which she had never be.
{ore felt.

The Century Co., Union Square, New York.

H)Y, CENTURY.—In introducing an ac-

count of Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of Mrs.
Grifith, an engraving of which forms the
frontispiece of the May number, Mr. Charles
Henry Hart gives this account of the famous
painter: )

Gilbert. Stuart was five fest ten inches in
height, with fine pkiysique, brown hair, a ruddy
complexion, and strongly-marked features.
He dressed with elegance, which was possible
at the period of which I write, and, notwith-
standing his biting sarcasm, keen wit, and
searching eye, was a great favorite with the
fairsex. In his thirty-first year he chose for
his partner through life Miss Charlotte Coats,
a lady of much personal beauty, and with a
fine contralto voice, the daughter of a Berk-
ghire physician; they were married on May
10, 1786.

Notwithstanding the new responsibilities
this changed condition entailed, Stuart con.
tinued his old manner of living, and soon
found himself deeply embarrassed. In those
“good old times” the supposed remedy for
failure to pay one’s debts was the debtors’
prison, our enlightened forefathers not pos-
sessing the appreciation of the situation be.
longing to the untutored child of the forest,
who, when confronted with a like condition,
laconically said, “Ugh! Ib prison no catch
beaver.” Thus many times did Stuart find
himself where he *‘no catch beaver,” until, to
escaps the walls of the old Fleet, he removed,
two years after his marriage, to Dublin, and
took up his residence at Stillorgan Park, a few
miles distant from the city, flattering induce-
ments having been offered him by his Irish
friends, who were so taken with his fres man.
ner and open-handedness that they adopted
him, and spoke of him as **our Irish Stuart,”

Stuart had mapy amusing experiences while
in Ireland, although his stories must be taken
with mueh salt, as he was a vain rodomion-
tadist, and counted the relating of imaginary
experiences among his best practical jokes,
One story that he was particularly fond of tell-
ing was of an invitation to visit a gentleman
who desired to have some portraits painted.
He found an old castle with anew tenant, a
tailor who had scquired alarge fortune by army
contracts. The portraits that he desired Stuarc
to patnt wers of his ancestors; and as he knew
not wll}m%‘ley were, or what they wera like, his
commissign to Stuart was to paintthem asthey
ought to haYg been. This Stuart did so satis.
factorily to h qépatron that the painter was
paid double thé.agreed price: and those por-
traits, with their century of age, to-day doubt
less do duty for authentic likenesses of some
ancient Celtic worthies. Such astory as this
has its moral as an impressive warning to stu-
dents of historical portraiture, and is an im-

ortant foot-note to the historv of such false
impersonations. &100 a year; 35 cents & num-

ar. .
The Century Co., Union Square. New York,

HE THEOSOPUIST.—Nakur Chandra Bis-
vas is the author of aseries of interesting
articles on ** Bengali Folk-Lore.” The follow-
ingis taken from the April number:
PREDESTINATION,

The Bengalis are none the less stanch than
any other Ipdian peeple in their belief in pre-
destinatim{( Thvvéguit of this firm conviction
at once works for'zood and evil, as [ shall pres-
ently show, in their daily life. Fatalists as they
are, in adverse circumstauces they. are re-
signed, It breeds inordinate idleness, and, in
gome cases, Jaziness, and in loving parents and
guardians & harmfully undue induigence for
their truant—and otherwise vicious—children,
entirely depending on what fate may have
chalked out for them. In Sapscrit thereis a
sloka which gays, fate must have its resultants;
no friend nor any respectable close gonunecticn
availing. They say: ' Wherever you go, fate
chages you.” The reason for their natural
prononess to walk in the ordinary groove, or in
that already grooved for them is, that they are
wanting in moral stamina. Noimpetusis given

Thousands Have Kidney Trouble and
Do n't Know It.

‘I'here In a dlnease prevailing in this ountry
moat dangerous becaise no decoptive. Many
siddan deaths are caused by it—leart dlsease,
pneumonin, heart fallure or apoplexy aro often
the reault of kidney diseaso. 1t kidney trouble
fu nllowed to advanoe, the kidnoy polson in the
blood I8 llable to attack the vital organs, or the
kidneys thomselyves broak down and waste awny
oell by cell, 'I'hen the richness of the blood~
the sibumen—Ileaks out, and the sufferor has
Bright's disense, tho worst form of kidnoy
trouble, Kidney trouble can be detected, nl-
though it be slow and decoptive. I'irst, by
analysis of the urine; second, by the simple
tost of sotting the urine aside in a glass or bot-
tle for twenty four hours, when a cloudy or
brick dust settling indicates it.

It was for just such troubles that in 1fls in-
finite power und goodness the Great Physician
caused Swamp-Root to grow for the benefit of
gutfering mankind, leaving it for Dr, Kilmer,
the eminent kidney and bladder specialist, to
discover it and make it known to the world. [ts
wonderful eflicacy in promptly curing the most
distressing cages is truly marvelous,

By sending your address Lo Dr. Kilmer & Co.,
Binghamton, N, Y., you may have a sample bot-
tle of Swamp Root, the great kidney, liver and
bladder remedy, and a.book that tells more
about it, both sent absolutely free by mail.

When writing, be sure and mention reading
this liberal offer in BosTON BANNER O LGNHT,
The regular {ifty.cent and one-dollar sizes are
gold by most drnegists, Make a note of the
name, SWAMP.ROOT, Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-
Root, and remember it is prepared only by Dr.
Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y.

to some new enterprise, or to distinguish

themselves some way or other, as they take ny

heart in anything noble and enterprisin.,
strewn ag it is all over with thorns. The self.
same blind fate ig at the bottom of this sui-
cidal indifference. A parent, worried with the
burning question of the day--1 méan the ex-

ensive marriage of a daughter—when asked
what he is going to do to bring it about, would
answer to his consolation that she is born with
her fate, and he bas gent before her a bride-
groom in view of the coming celebration of the
marriage, and cast her lot with him and de
creed it for good or bad long before she assumed
this mortal tenement called body.

KARMA AND RE-BIRTIIL

The Bengalis believe as much in Iarma 2s in
their own existence. They must, they say,
work it out, cost what it may. Whatever ac-
tion, good or bad, they did in their former
birth, or rather life, they reap its full fruition
in this, And the transmigration of the soul
effected through a cycle of births is put a stop
to, when it, by doing good deeds and leading an
uusullied, pious life, attains mukti (salvation
or emancipation from the bondage of sin). Re-
birth is the pecessary outcome of the sum
total of sin committed in this present life. It
is good or bad or an admixture of both, as the
case may be, in proportion to the amount of
good deeds done or sin committed, I must
cravo leave tostate here that the Hindu Narma
is of course more lenient than the Buddhistic
Narmae with vengeance. [35a year; 50 cents a

cony.] .
The Theosophist Office, Adyar, Madras,
India.

ROF. A, W, SMALL is an optimist, Nev-

ertheless, he thinks that he sees clouds on
the social horizon already bigger than a man’s
band. If they continue to enlarge, in the
shape of trusts, to the bursting point, the re.
gult will be, he thinks, somethiug like this:
“The men whose busiuess it is to communi.
cate idoas to their generation will be gagged
by those who publish ideas; and the publish.
ers will be shackled by the manufacturers of
paper; and the paper-makers will be held up
and hindered by the transportation trusts:
and the transporters by the producers of steel ;
and the steel industries by the coal operators;
and the coal-miners by the oil-producers; and
the oil magnates by the stove-makers and the
oil consumers; and the cook-stove men and
their aids and abettors by the sugar trust; and
the sugar interest by Wall street; and the
stock brokers and speculators by the labor
unions; and the lahor unions by the farmers;
and the farmers—God help them—by every-
body!” A grim tragedy of combinations! Or
rather a philosophical primer, that defines in
a homely way the antagonisms that will grow
out of the preseni craze for centralizing the
industrial forces of the country.—7The Youth's
Companion.

ROM DREAMLAND SENT, by Miss Lili-
an Whiting, is another dainty volume in
gilver, blue and gold, containing gems of verse
gleaned from realms where only the pure and

true can dwell, The heaven of nature and man
is portrayed, and thoughts therefrom gently
insinuate themselves into the reader’s sphere
to ever remain to cheer and encourage,
. Miss Whiting is a needed worker in the liter-
ary fisld; her words reveal the force and elo-
quence of simplicity of diction: lite in every
shape, form or fashion is spiritualized; and a
bragcing element i8 given, causing one to take
up his daily tasks with renewed energy, and a
determination to find the soul of existence.

“From Dreamland Sent ” is just the book to
carry when taking a vacation. 1t breathesa
soothing, quieting influence that steals away
dull care, and restores a mental equilibrium.
Price 81.00.

Little, Brown & Co. Order of Bauner of
Light Pub. Co.

I[E Ellis Publishing Co. of Battle Creek,

Mich., has put upon the market a practical
work entitled ** The Actual Business Dictator.”
1t contains a series of letters taken from the
actual correspondence of numbers of firms,
covering various lines of business, including
real estate, advertising, groceries, boots and
ghoes, railroading, lumber, agriculture, ete.
The work will be invaluable to those who are
studying shorthand and typewriting at home,

also to young teachers who take private pupily,.

and ot course to all schools of stenography.
OINTED PARAGRAPIS FOR
THOUGHTKFUL PEOPLE.—By James
Guy Burr. It is a dainty little voluine, com-
pressing a deal of thought ob present-day
problems of social science and ethics into fifty
small pages. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 23 cents.

Chas. H. Kerr & Co., Chicago.

Magazines Received.
Owr Dumd Animals, Boston, Mass.

The Boston Lygienia, Bostoﬂass.

The Realm, edited by Mary™ajcDonell, To-
ronto, Can.

The Cooperator, Olalla, Washington,

Universal Harmony, published by Mrs. Stella
Cromer Bishop, Seabreeze, Florida.

Faith and Hope Messenger, edited by W. J.
Colville, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Fred Burry's Journal of New Thought, 799
Euelid Avenue, Toronto, Can.

The Theosophist, edited by H. S. Olcott, Ma-
dras, India.

The Housekeeper, The Housekeeping Corpo-
ration, Minneapolis, Minn.

Reason, edited by W, A. Renfree, 36, West-
bury Road, Ilford, England.

The Household, 110 Boylston street, Boston,
Mass,

FPYHE HEREAFTER: A Scientific, Phenom-
L enal and Biblical Demonstration of o Future Life. By
D.W.HULL. i

In this hook Mr. H. diceusses the question of the origln of
the Physieal and Spivitual Man.  Oue chapter is devated to
the demonstration of a_future Jife by the occnit selences.
Then follow argnments based on Phenomenal Spiritualism,
Clairvoyanee, Mesmerisin, Somnambulism, and the Bible,

Cloth, 35 eents. . - R

For sale by BANNEK OF LIGHT PUBLISHING €O,

4

reat ReductionzPrices:Books.

Fully realizing that the tendenoy of the times is for LOWER PRICES for BOOKS
the BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO. has taken n radical step in that direotion,
and, as will be seen by an examination of the following list, has mnde reductions in
the retail prices of books which they own, or control the sale of, ranging from ONE-
THIRD TO TWO-THIRDS OF THE FORMER PRICES. '

The prices at which these books are now offered are so low that uniess bought at

the office, thoy will be forwarded by express at the purchaser's expense, if an amount

to cover postage is not incuded with the remittance,

Fhe orlglunl prices ave given In the fiest column of flgures, and the PRI(J'EI TO WHICH:
THEY HAVE NOW BEEN REDUOED ARE GIVEN IN RLACK PIGURES IN TIIE“
NECOND COLUMN. . )

Complote Worlks of A. J. Dawvis,
Compristay Twenty-Nine Folumes, all Neatly Bound {n Cloth.

ANSWERS TO EVER-RECURRING QUl']STI()I:IS FROM THE PEOPLE, !

Fhils popetlar volume— seqnuel 1o “ PENEPRALIA 1S of the whilest fnterest, the answers contalued ‘
therein comprising an attactive B of 10PIeS. e iviieeiree s eesceeressessennnns Vevvesrs veeaver , ;BLY0 ) 51,00,
APPROACHING CRISES: O, TRU'I'H Vs, THEOLOGY. '

br. Bushoell's Sermons on the Bible, Nature, Religlon, Skeptfeism and the Supernatural, kevo find a
Keenamd searelbug eritle, the evrors of the chuvel dogis uphetd by the elergy belng clearly proven.....,.. Lo 5
ARABULA: O, THE DIVINE GUES'T, -

I'his hook, while to some extenta continuation of 1he author's blography, fs alco a record of deeply
Intere:thng experlences, ad gives ieolleetton of Living Gospels from Anelent and Moderu Salts, oo, ., 15| 1.00
BEYOND T VALLEY:

A Sequel fo the Migie Stafl, an Autoblography of Lilrew Jackson Davis, 8ix beautiful filustrations
Metaring whitt the Seer has seen. Beyond the Valley " i conpanton volume to the Magle Staff,” Cloth | L50 1.00
CHILDREN'S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM, }

- This naumal, containing diveettons rewarding the foematlon and management of asystem of Sunday
sehaols for the young, whiel shal be bestulaptet to both the hodies and mluds of the paptis fn attend.
wnee, has aecomplished agreat work amony the tetbers of our Spiritaatist soeletles, Single copy....... a0 25

T I ) (L OO PO R RRSEPI SR .| 88 250

O THIATEL CODIES Ly auts srt e eaute et iens carnretesarnaiessrtsataesnserseesronerersne ereesaestr i raaees 17.00
DEATH AND THE AFTER-LIFE,

‘The following table of contents presented by this book will serve to give the reader some Insight as to
Why so iy edicions of ftLave been solds LoDeath and the After-Life: 2 Seenes fu the Summer-Land;

3. Soetety nthe Swnmer-Lised: 4, Soctal Centres bt Swmmer-Land; 3 Winter-Land and Summer-Land;
6. Langnaze and Life in the Sunimer-Lamd: 7, Matertal Work Tor Spivitaal Workers; 8. Uttimates in the
Sumner Land; 9 Volee Crom duimes Vietor Wil5on,  Papero o rinerrennnnne i cores 50 35 -

L0 T PP 3 30
DIAKKA AND THEIR EARTIHLY VICTIMS.

Betug an explanation of mueh that 1s false and repulsive ie Splejtuadism, Cloth e ] {

T RN 25 20
FOUNTAIN: WITH JETS OF NEW MEANINGS.

Lis tahie of eentents i3 varied and intevesting to the iberal thinker, Cloth binding, in good style, ..., 1,00 50

FREE THOUGHTS CONCERNING RELIGION.

‘This sterling work afmes o present the nwst radical thoughts, eritieal and explanatory, concerning
pnp(nllnrlrrlmluus feas, their ortgin, iuperfeetions, and the ehatges that must come, Paper... o, ...,,., 50 35
0TI e e e TP Cereeenra b} 5
GENESIS AND FTHICS OF CONJUGAL LOVE,

50 35
. 197 30
GREAT HARMONIA: 5
Reing a Philosophical Revelitlon of the Nataral, Spiviimal and Celestial Universe.  Five volumes, viz.
CTHE P HYRICEAN,” © THB TEACHER" T SEer, < Tie REFoRMER" and * Tie THINKER,” con.
prise this sevies, i which his views are more detindtely expressed upon the ovkin and nature of man, the
phitosophy of heaith, disease, sleep, death psy ehology, healing, ete., etey spivit and its eulture; the exist
chee of Gody magnetsing elirvoyanee, ete, These five vOIMES, eaell i iinsiens evans 1% 1.00

HARBINGER OF HEALTIL

More thitn thys ¢ hutdred preseriptions, for the enve of over one hundred formis of digease, are given,
As U hook of tamily refercuce, it s aipled 0O Vel USC. ..t ciereieeineneeressrasrsascsnsssernssmsnsass 130 1.00

HARMONIAL MAN; OR, "NHOTUGHTS FOR THE AGK.

T 1s designed to en'arge man's views conee

i the politieal and ecclesiastieal condition of Awmeriea,

5 35
75 50
HISTORY AND PHILOSOPIIY OF EYIL,
It dizeusses the whele question of eviloand makes suggestious for more ennobling institutions and
philosophical systems of educadon.  Paper 50 33
Cloth, firmdy bonnd. ... P N [ K] 50
INNER LIFE; OR SPIRIT MYSTERIES EXPLAINED,
This 1s & Sequel to > Philosophy of Spivitaal INtereomrse” Cloth oo e csrsssenenees 15| 1.00 -
MAGIC STAFF: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS.
This is a well authentieated history of the domestie, soctal, physieal and literary caveer of the author,
with his rensirRiable eXperienees s el oy a1 80T, cos . e e s reenetetreensnaerosanen 1551 1.23

MEMORANDA OF PERSONS, PLACES AND BVENTS,

Hevein will he found Authentie Faets, Visfons, tmpressions, Discoverles in Magnoetism, Clairvoyance

and Spiritualisnry abso, Quotations front e OPpoSTHON, oo e e vevecnsnanenenesasns 150 1.00
PENETRALLY: CONTAINING [TARMONIAL ANSWERS,

‘Thix work, which at the thne was styled by the author - the wisest book * from his pen, has long bieen
prominently before the Amerlean public. ... ittt iiees seereenasrveerreotasesesnsnses 135 1.256
PITNLOSOPHY OF SPECIAL PROVIDENCENS,

In this work the author illustrates by a series of elairveyant visions, and lastly by an “Argument,»
the whole chiain of speclal providences which hutnkind attribute to the direct acts of the Defty. aper 30 20

CHOTI e et 50 33

PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRTTUAL INTERCOURSE,

This volume & the tivst from the authov divectly on the subject of * Spiritualisuy,™ and its positions
and principles and good connsels hive stood the testof sany years, Cloth e, 1.9 80
PRINCIPLES OF NATURFE: -
Her Divine Revelations, and a Volee 1o Mankitnl. This work (in three parts), the first and most compre-

hensvie voluine by this author, gives the busis amd wn ample outiine of that Harmonlal Philosophy of
which he was the ploneer,  Thivty-fourth edition :

Red line edttion, full g, best wiorocco............. "0 ST A6

STELLAR KEY TO THE SUMMER I.AND.
This remarkable bhook—which i illustrated with diagrams of eelesgial seenery—alms to diveet {he e
mind and theughts ivto chan els hitherto wholly unexplored, and to vurnish seientitic and philosophieal
evidences of the existence of an inhabitable spliere or zone among the suns and planets of space, Cloth H A
BT COVETS .1 tveeraisnseomansaartstenaiasstnssantnne s hiaeenanesnesaesersssssnsaneesssessenneetrnsineness 50 35
TALE OF A PIHYSICIAN;
Or, The Seeds ared Fruits of Crime. D three parts, complete i one volime,  Tiet T Planting the Seeds
of Crime; Part 11 Trees of Criine in Fall Bloom; Vart HE Reapiug the Frudts of Crime. Clzlh ........ 5 1,00 n3
TEMPLE:
On Diseases of the Brain and Nerves. Herein are developed the Origin and Phitesophy of Mania, Insan-
ity and Crime, with full directions and preseriptions for thebr treatinent and eure, {-‘ronllsplvce Hiustra-
tive of ** Mother Nature Casting (Devils out of her Children.”  Clotg, pp, 460...... veeveneisenenge | L0 T 1,00
VIEWS OF ol HEAVENLY HOMY. |
A Sequet to “A Stellar Key.” THustrated, Clotho, oo v ieiiiies s vanrne s sernsevesnes . 5 30
Laper...o. P Cevens 50 35
T Priceof Complete Works of A J, Davis, Bound in Cloth, $20.00.
. B .
A CASE OF PARTIAL DEMATERIALIZAHON OF TIHE BODY OF A ME

DIUM. ;

Investigation and Dicenss'on by Mons. A, Aksukof, Seientist, Philosopher and Literateur, Ex.Prime
Minjster of Kussitt, Transtated from the Freneh by Teaey Gonlth, L1, By CI0thes vuncrereerenensiorers % >0

PRI o e e i e .50 35
AFTER DOGMATIC THEOLOGY, WIHAT?

Materialisiy, or a Spiritual Philosophy and Xatural Religlon. By Glles B, Stebbius. Cloth............. 1% a0
A T PR, 5 35
APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT,

Being all the Gospels, Kpict'es and other pieces now extant, attributed in the first four centuries to
Jelsns u&istins Apostles it thelr compiantons, and not included in the New Testiament by its com.

0 1] ST 1 L P | 1286

JANIS FOIR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS, e

By AL B NEWHOI, D0t i e e res s e e e nsaes 05 03
BIBLE: IS [T OF DIVINE ORIGIN, AUTHORITY AND INFLUENCE?

By S FIBeS. BB e e eer s vese s vens aue . 35 13
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE, . e ,

A Text Book [or investigators, Tlie Bible weleh®d i the balence with history, chronology, science,
literature aud itself, With flustrations, By Revo o G, Fisi, Cloth., T TT PPN ol 1501 1.00
BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS,

And the Power which helped or made them perform Mighty Works, and utter Inspired Words; together
with <ome Persanal Traits and Characteristivs of Prophets, Apostles and Jesus, or New Readings of

B TN 1T L TIPS f- 1% 35.
BIOGRAPHIC MEMORIAL OF LUTHER COLBY, -

Founder of the BANNER oF Licuer, by the penof his eo-worker for many years, John W, Day,- The .
valume is replete with personsb mformaton, poetie tribute and friendiy memory.  Bouud in eloth, with
DOPLEL 08 ML COIDF1cs vt v e eeseseaurneerenneesarereitnettetatasaeneaasssratteisseee se s catenesesseeeennnns 5 23
BOOK ON MEDIUMS: OR, GUIDE FOR MEDIUMS AND INVOCATORS.

Translated from the Freneh of Allan Kardee by Emna A Woode Cloth i veennss cenvenne 150 5

CHRISTIANITY BEFORE THE TIME OF CORIST.
With Quetations from the Ancent sages aml Fathers, showing the Wistorie Oelgin of Christian Worship, 10
PapPer N
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.
A meaty and trenchant series of artieles. Paper, I A28, i iivriee coreransorssesnnsssarernenns io 05
CONTRAST: EVANGELICALISM AND SPIRITUALISM COMPARED.
This work is desfened asa companion to the “ Queston Settled.” Tt is a most able production, and 13
a peifeet storehouse of Tacts Lor those who wish (o defend Spivituaiism, or find arguments against the

assomptions of Orthodoxy, Beveldd boatds.,......... P O 1.95 k-
DANGER SIGNALS:
An Address on the wses and abuses of Modern Spivitvatism. By Mary FoDavis. oo, 15 035
DEFENCE OF MODERN SPIRTTUALISM.

By AR Wallace, I R, S., with Awmerican Preface by Epes Sargent. Papet...cocoiivivoniiiniiiiiieninns 23 10
DIAKKAISM; o
Or, Clairvoyant Travels in Bades. Dy A, Gardner, of London, Enge vovieiieiiesereaerioscereres resreiiens 10 (1253
DISCUSSION
Of the Faets and Phitosophy of Ancient and Modern Spiritnalism. By 8. B, Brittan amd Dr. W. B, Rich-
IOM,  ClOt, PP T8, v et e et s e st eeeaneesatnsttrtenaessstsassastsaeernesseesssnssesserenessnaeesosssennn 100 25
EDUCATION; OR, TIE COMING MAN. .

An Essay Involving the Basie Truths that Underho the Universal Church, Paper, {lluminated cover.. 10 o5

EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.
His Life and Wrltlngs. By William White. Second London cditlon, revised. This work of 767 pages.
fine muslin binding, contains a catalogue of Swedenborg’s writings, arranged chropologieally, with the

date and places of pnbleation. Tt also contains four stecl-plate engravings. The former price of this
valuable work was 2x.00, and it is now offered at the low price of .....ccooiiiviiiiiniiiiiiioviiieeiniensne.

EMPIRE OF THE MOTHER OVER THE CHARACTER AND DESTINY OF

1.50

THE RACE. K ,
By Henry €. Wrlght. Paper.....oovvvvin e e sinssenans. e ¥ 25

ERRORS OF THE BIBLE,

Demonstrated by the Truths of Nature; or, Man's Only Infallible Rule of Faith and Practice, By Henry

[ 3 T U PR 171110 o S S e b 15
ESSENCE AND SUBSTANCE,
A Treatlse on Or anie and Inorganle Matter: The Finite and the Iufinite: Transtent and Eternal Life, b 40
By Warren Chase. ClOth,,viiieiiiiiisiiisrsmeisenarionmiiimitisiieniiorosssiinisaeiseniss trsetsreririnnennsy "o 50 20
Y LT N e,

EXAMINATION OF THE BLISS TMBROGLIO:-

Both in its Spiritual and Legal Aspect; 1o which is supplemented what oceurred at an Interesting Spirit.
Séance entitled A Famlly Reunlon. Paper, HO PP..vevviaiiiiiiiiiiiniiciiniiniiiessonienress e 10

“ 03
E}:{:IJ%IEENEI:‘ “CITATEUR. PAR PIGAULT.” LE BRUN, DOUBTS OF IN- ’
RIDELS. .
5 ) ; stions . Also, i
m}hﬁ:}f?;l.’ B Zepn ph e Ciothe o 10 the Clerer. Also Forty lose Questions to the Doctorsof | 75| 88
AP .« v nnerreseectnsentesssstsriessensineretostssrettsssorssnssiasasesnnsonas Vitereseseneniane PRPSN srereseny :
LASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT-LAND:
Cloth,.......| 189| 8.

rough the Mediumsip of Alrs. J. H. Conant. Complled and Arranged by All%}‘Pumam.
{The continuation of this Catalogue will be found - next week's imé.]
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TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR.

The management of the BANNER OF L1GHT
has reduced the subscription price of
the paper to Two Dollars per year,
former price, $2.50.

We trust that Spiritualists everywhere will

cooperate heartily with us in the step which
has been taken, and that regular subscribers
for Tur BANNER will make an effort to in-
orease its circulation. If every one now on
vur subscription books would make it his or
her business to obtain one new subscriber to
#his paper for 1899, the heretofore high stand-
-ard of Tue BANNER could easily be main-
tained, the value of its contents and their
practicality materially enhanced, and the
Cause, which this paper has so long defended
and upbeld, greatly strengthened.

Civilization.

The Americans boast of being the most
highly civilized people on the face of the
globe. In some respects this claim is undoubt-
odly true, while in many others it is far from
it. That people is the most highly civilized

« where peace and justice abide, The United
States certainly may present some claims to
the title of a peaceful nation, yet can it doso
a8 a matter of absolute fact? The political
tulers of the nation are urging and insisting
upon the necessity of creating and maintain-
ing a large standing army as well as a power{ul
navy. They are urping territorial expansion
by force of arms, even to the extent of annex-
ing two thousand or more islands many thou-
gand of miles distaut. They believe that the
inhabitants of those islands have no rights as
human beings that they are bound to respect,
hence claim that they should be subjugated,
and held as vassal or dependent peoples.

The sacred principle of liberty which the
Fathers of the American Republic defended
with their lives, is lost to sight wligu advo-
cated by a people whose skin is brown instead
-of white. Thebrown racemustbe civilized, even
if one half of them have to be killed in order
to accomplish it. Are people truly civilized
who advocate such a horrible doctrine ag this?
‘¢ All men are created free and equal,” reads
a sentence in a certain American document
heretofore held in high esteem by all patriotic
sons of the Republic. If such be true, why are
not the brown men of the Orient also free and
equal, and entitled to life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness? Why is it necessary to kill
them, to burn their villages, and to destroy their
property, in order to * civilize "’ (?) them? If
it i necessary to kill them, why not do 8o with-
out hypocritically asserting that their awful
murder is wrought in the interests of civil-
ization? ’

Are the American people peacefully inclined
fai their home relations? This question can be
answered by both yes and no. Millions of

‘poople in this country are peacefully inclined,
yet are not sufficiently imbued with peace
-prinociples to put them into practice, If they

L

wers, the awfal tragedies enaoted In certaln
sedtiona of this natlon, whers human belnge
have been burned at the stake, would never be
permitted. Lynohing ls not limited toany one
Ntate or seotion; North, South, Eastand Weat,
the peoplo havo rosorted to lynoh law to ap-
pease thelr thirst for blood. A natlon in which
Iaw and order are defled with {mpunity, whore
anarohy Is tolerated, cannot be snld to be the
most highly otvilized natlon on earth, The
truly olvilized and enlightened natlon Is the
one that puts down anarohy through the quiok-
ening of the consolences of men, and sup.
presses all forms of murder by the same pro-
cess. So long as murder is wrought by a State
under the ssnotion of law, just so long will
that State remain unoivilized; hence, one of
the steps that the American people should
take, In order to become civilized, Is the com-
plete abolition of oapital punishment in all
territory proteoted by the nation’s flag,

Justice, In equal and exact proportions, is
another indication of the enlightened civiliza-
tion of & nation. Have we equal and exact
justice in America? Men may be enjoined by
the courts from doing this, that or the other,
whenever & powerful few ask & subssrvient
judge to put extra power into their hands.
Cases are on record where men have been pro-
hibited from striking for higher wages, to
which they were justly entitled, and from
going to work in certain instances where cor-
porations were endeavoring to suppress Labor
Unions. Is this justice? Menand women are
compelled to toil for mere pittances per day,
while the profits accruing from their labor go
to swell the bank accounts of their employers.
Women may make men’s shirts for sixty cents
perdozen, while those shirts are sold for fifty,
seventy-five and one hundred cents each to
those who wear them, 1s this justice® Is the
nation that permits this iniquity a oivilized
nation? No! and never will be while

“Our brothers are treated like cattle
Who ’'re muzzled while treading the corn,
And millfons sink down in life’s battle,
With a sigh tor the day they were born.”

If our republic be faulty in these directions,
then some remedy for the existing ills should
at once be sought and found, People whose
jdeals are of -a high order progress far more
rapidly than do those whose ideals are low.
The ideals of a people spring from the religious
and ethical precepts to which theycling. A relig-
ion based upon peace and justice, with ethical
culture along humanitarian lines of instuction,
cannot, fail to uplift and enlighten the children
of men. Such a religion, such ethics, can be
found in Spiritualism when its message is
rightly understood. Christians have been
taught to fight against Satan and his wiles,
thereby emphasizing the idea of war. Chris-
tian writers have also depicted a war in heaven
where carnage most dire prevailed. Isit then
to be wondered at that the followers of the
Christian religion delight in warfare, blood and
glaughter on earth? So long as Christian eth-
ics emphasizes the idea of contest, of sharp
competition, as the true ideal for a people, just
80 long will inharmony and injustice prevail
among men.

Spiritualism teaches the gospel of peace, and
emphasizes the doctrine of equal and exact
justice for all mankind. It teaches that all life
issacred, and that neither man nor State has
the right to shed blood by the sword or rifle,
or upon the scafiold. It says that war i3
wholesale murder, and puts the condemnation
of the highest angelsin heaven upon all mor-
tal combats at arms. It claims that men
ghould find their own in their neighbor’s good,
hence should care for and restrain the morally
diseased to the end that criminal assaults,
lynching, homicide, and legal murder may be
forever abolished on earth.

Spiritualism also bids man to care for his
brother’s needs, morally, spiritually and phys-
ically. It tells him to pive every man that
which he has honestly earned, and to see to it
that the weak do not submit to-the tyranny of
the strong, 1t proclaims “equal rights for all
and special privileges to none,” hence is the
key to the perplexing problem of civilization,
It is the religion of peace, the ethics of justice,
and the solvent for our nation’s woes. It
therefore behooves Spiritualists to present
their religion, their ethics, to the world in such
amanner as will reveal its beneficent effscts
upon their own lives ere they can expect peo-
ple outside of their ranks to accept it. In other
words, Spiritualists must be peaceful and just
among themselves before they can claim that
their religion, their ethics, will bring a higher
civilization to the American nation.
sl s

’ Wife-Beating,

This subject is again brought into promi
nence through a.recent decision of a Police
Justice in St. Louis, Mo., who declined to pun.
ish a man charged with slapping his wife’s
face. The Justice decided that there are times
when wives exhaust the patience of their hus-
bands to such an extent as to warrant their
liege lords in beating them, within moderate
limits. This may be typical of St. Louis civil-
ization, but we decline to believe that this Jus-
tice is sustained in his position by even a small
minority of the intelligent people of his city.
Wife-beating is yet practiced among half-civil-
ized and barbarous peoples, and, in some in-
stances, 5o is cannibalism; yet that fact should
be no warrant for the introduction of either
practice among enlightened peoples.

It hardly seems possible, yet there are homes
in the United States in which the rod and the
strap are kept for the express purpose of re.
ducing recalcitrant wives to a state of subor-
dination, There are women in this country
who have been taught to believe that their
husbauds have a * divine right” to beat them,
and accept their castigations as a mere matter
of course. It is & most revolting picture to
see the wife-whip hanging upon the walls of a
home, and a terrible thought to realize the
fact that at a despotic husband’s will it may
descend upon the form of the mother of his
children, in their very presence even. Yet
such are the facts, due largely to that abom-
inable doctrine that woman is inferior to man,
which bas been taught by Christian prelates
for centuries. Paul’s admonitions have had
much to do with the enslavement of woman,
and one of the results of his exposition of
Christianity is wife beating.

Even the Christian marriage service forced
the woman to swear to obey her husband, and
does so still in some Christian sects. This
promise, once given, may lead the husband to
expect and exact implicit obedience from his
wife, even if he has to chastise her to bring
her into subjection. Wife-beating belongs-to
to an effete age, and exists to-day only because
of the existence of an effete theology, to which
much of ita inspiration and authority may be
traced. The ohurch has been the institution

e

that has always insisted upon the inferiority

of women, and has svor sought to keep them
out of places of trust and preferment. Not.
withatanding this, womon to-day are the ohlef
nupporters of every ohuroh in existence, It
sooms atrange to find women so loyal to the
Institution that has degraded and enslaved
them. Perhaps they have learned to kiss the
hand that smites them without protest, and to
tamely submit to whippings because of the
spiritual (?) growth that they may receive
therefrom.

One of the ohief glorles, if not the main one,
of Spiritualism, lles in its steadfast advoomoy
of the equality of the sexes, and its constant
support of woman’s rights. Spiritualism glves
ne man the right to humiliate his wife by
beating or other indignity. She is his equal—
his soofal, spiritual and intelleotual comple-
meunt, hence he must treat her as he himeelf
would be treated, Spiritualism has done much
to develop the intuitive faculty in woman, and
has thereby placed the ecepter of royal spirit-
ual power in her hands. Through its rightful
use she will be enabled to loose herself from
both mentsl and physical slavery, and become
truly free. When women break away from
their subservienoy to the churoh, they will
find that they can actually do their own think-
ing upon all questions, without the interfer.
ence of priest or prelate, lawyer, dootor or
mediator of any kind, Then wife-beating and
all other forms of injustice toward women
will disappear forever, unable to withstand
the X rays of spirituality turned upon them
through woman’s intuitions, and complete rec-
ognition of her own inherent rights.

—-+ O~

Lynching Once More,

The trial of the men accused of the murder
of the colored postmaster at Lake City, South
Carolina, has resulted in the disagreement of
the jury. This might have been expected had
the evidence of guilt been less clear. Two of
the accused turned State’s evidence, and told
the whole truth with regard to the affair. In
addition to this testimony was other evidence
that proved the guilt of the acoused parties
beyond a shadow of a doubt, In face of over-
whelming evidence, despite the fair and impar-
tial rulings and charge of -the presiding judge,
ajury of intelligent men refused to find a ver.
| diet in barmony with the facts in the case be-
cause of their bitter prejudice against the
negro race.

A second trial is a possibility, but it is doubt.
ful whether or not it would have a different
issue, The postmaster was killed, his house
burned to the ground over his wife's head,
while his innocent babe also lost its life. The
gorrowing widow and mother was subjscted to
the most barbarous treatment, besides being
compelled to witness her husband’s brutal
murder. It isto be hoped that twelve men,
with clear consciences and unbiased minds,
can be found in South Carolina before whom
this oage can be re-tried. The Federal Govern-
ment should make every effort to bring the
guilty parties to justice, and should be aided
by every loyal citizen in its laudable under-
taking. We do not believe in murder of any
kind, yet we do believo in equal and exact
justice for all men, be they white or black,
Therefore, it would be simple justice only for
the ruflianly assassins of the unfortunate col-
ored postmaster, to be put into prison for the
remainder of their natural lives, there to labor,
not only for the support of their own families,
but for the support ot the family of their vie-
tim. May justice be done in this and in all
similar cages.

—_——— e P ———
Coercion of Labor,

A Dbill to prevent the coercion of employees
was introduced into the Massachusetts Legis-
lature, where it received the attention its
importance warranted it should. The oppo-
nents of labor scented danger ahead for them-
gelves, and secured the adoption of an amend-
ment in the State Senate that completely nul-
lified the original purpose of the bill. T'he
fight is now on in the House, and thus far the
friends of labor have been successful, By a
vote of forty-three to fifty-eight the House
refused to concur in the Senate amendment,
hence a conference by committees of the two
Houses is now in order. The outcome of the
contest will be awaited with interest by all
parties, as the rights of workingmen will be
seriously interfered with if the Senate amend-
ment becomes a law. The measurs is the out-
come of the labor troubles in Haverhill last
year, which resulted in the election of two
Socialists to the Legislature, and a Socialist
Mayor in the city' of Haverhill Senator
George, the author of the obnoxious amend-
ment, narrowly escaped defeat for the Senate
by a Socialist, who is now Mayor of Haverhill.
Senator George, being the attorney for the
corporations that had trouble with their em-
ployees, not only wishes to do his employers a
favor, but is evidently desirous of being re-

defeating him,

-k

Plathn"m Work.

We believe it would be conducive to higher
and better spiritual work if all presiding offi-
cers on spiritualistic platforms would seek to
acquaint themselves with the methods of work
usually followed by the speakers whom they
are about to introduce to the audiences over
which they preside. Asitis now, in many in-
stances the presiding officers simply iznore the
speakers in toto, and follow plans of their own
that serve to kill every particle of inspiration
they would naturally possess. By codperation
with the speakers, the presiding officers can
make their meetings far greater suczesses than
is now possible, under their present methods,

—_— e —
£ Mrs. George, whose trial for the murder
of George D. Saxton, brother of Mrs, McKin-
ley, has attracted so much attention through-
out the United States, was found * not guilty”
by the jury, April 28, Her acquittal was
greeted by a storm of cheers from the people
within and without the court-room. She was
warmly congratulated by scores of people who
crowded around her to express their satisfac
tion with the verdict as rendered. George D.
Saxton’s friends will have to look elsewhere
for his murderer.
£ 1t is said that the conflict with the Fili-
pinos is on the verge of a collapse. General
Luna is reported as being anxious to surrender
to General Otis of the American army, while
the Filipino soldiers are alleged to be disheart-
ened. These claims find expression in one
daily paper, only to be denied in the columns
of another. The imperialists will not be con-
tented with a three months’ war; it must last-
long enough to bring good times to the United
States, or it will be no good at all. Just when
that time will come, no one seems to be able
to tell, - |

venged upon those who almost succeeded in |

War,

The recent deolarations of Gov. Rooseveit of
New York put himon record as belng fond of
war for its own sake, in the nature of sport or
o mera pastimo. He foels that a nation s glo-
rifled by a contest at arms, and seoms to bo sad-
doned by the faot that the Amerlcan nation
has not involved itself oftener in blood-shed.
ding. He urged on the Spanish war, nnd bore
an honorable part inits conduct, hence feels
as if his delight in oarnage springs from purely
patriotio emotions, Doubtlessly he is enjoying
the unequal contest in the Philippine Islands;
perhaps he longs to be there to take a hand in
the battle of the strong agalnst the weak; why
does he not go to the front? He oan get a new
offlce as soon as he gets home, and he does not
need his salary as Governor of New York, nor
the honors of that offioe to enable him to live.

In view of these facts, why does he not leave
the dull arena of politics for the more exoiting
contests of the rifle and sword? He could add
a little to his notoriety, if he were to go to the
front, and prove that he loves war for himself
as well ag for his fellow-men. Gov. Roosevelt
is & man of ability, both as a scholarand asa
statesman, and it is to be greatly regretted that
he should use his literary talents to defame a
patriot far greater than himself, the immortal
Thomas Paine, and his position as & statesman
to advocate the policy of wholesale murder of
his fellowmen through war. We venture to
remind him that * Peace hath her victorles, no
less renowned than war,” and that “he who
ruleth his own spirit is greater than he who
taketh a oity.” The bellicosity ot the Gov-
ernor detracts from his usefulness and influ-
ence ag a man, and limits the scope of his men-
tal vision. War isone of the greatest curses of
the world, and it is an anomaly toogreat to be
fittingly desoribed in words, to find an enlight-
ened statesman advocating war because he
loves it, and glorifying bloodshed as the goal of
man's ambition. Such a spirit could have been
understood in the days of Tamerlane, Attila
and Tilly, but not in the closing days of the
greatest of all the centuries.

Weddil;nghimes.

On Saturday, April 29, James Henderson of
Norwood, Mass., and Mrs, Jennie K, D, Co-
nant, the well-known BANNER OF LiGHT cir-
cle medium for the past four years, were quiet-
ly united in the bonds of matrimony at the
City Registry in Boston. The happy affair will
take the many friends of the contracting par-
ties by complete surprise, yet they will all hast-
en to extend their hearty congratulations and
best wishes that much joy may be the portion
of the twain whose life-currents are to flow on
side by side henceforth. Mr. and Mrs. Hender-
son will be at home to their friends on and
after May 22, at 112 Mt. Vernon street, Ded-
ham, Mass. The BANNER orF LiaHT extends
its felicitations to the happy couplein its own
behalf, as well ag that of its management and
readers. May their life journey be happy, har-
monious and prosperous in all respects.

Mrs. May S. Pepper,

the wellknown platform test medium, will
occupy the platform of Berkeley IIall, on
Sunday morning and evening, May 7. This is
Mus. Popper’s first appearance in Boston this
geason, and her many friends will gladly em-
brace the opportunity to greet her on this
occasion.

o

£%5>That was a brave deed wrought by a
Chicago surgeon on Saturday last. His father,
Chief Surgeon of the Hahnemann Maedical
College, who was performing a very delicate
surgical operation, suddenly expired. The
son, noticing the critical condition of the pa-
tient, without stopping to attend to his father’s
needs, at once took the father's place, and
successfully completed the operation. His task
was a most painful one; the operation required
a clear brain and a steady hand on the part of
the surgeon, and it must have been a terrible
strain upon the younz man's miad as he per-
formed his task. He knew his father was ill
unto death, and that the life of the patient
was trembling in the balance. He saved the
patient, only to learn at the conclusion of his
work that his father had expired from heart
failure at the very moment the knife dropped
from his trained and highly-skilled hand.

£ Gen, Shafter says that the canned beef
he saw in Cuba was unpalatable, uninviting,
and without taste, yet, in his opinion, was not
unfit for food! When he had the stomach-
ache, and was unable (?) to take the field in the
Santiago campaign, his illness could not have
been due to the beef because he did not eat
anyof it. e really liked that which he did
not eat, although it was without taste! Bad
cannea beef, therefore, was not unfit for the
food of a man who could eat nothing at all.

-

£5= If life is what men and women make of
it, then some of them will have to meet rec-
ords that will be far from pleasant when they
cross the great divide and stand face to face
with their own souls, The best way for all is
to think purely and truly, that they may make
records only of good deeds wrought byothem
out of pure Jove for their fellow-men. When
the thought, as well as the deed, is considered,
the lives ef all men and women will be much
whiter and purer.

%™ The Cause of Spiritualism has a brave
and faithful defender in Toledo, Ohio, in the
person of Mrs. Carrie Firth-Curran, the well.
known speaker and medium, Mrs. Curran be-
lieves in genuine mediumship, and is a true
friend to every honest medium. Iler husband
and herself are ever ready to leud a helping
hand to every true and worthy worker in the
ranks, but the counterfeiters and frauds have
to look elsewhers for aid. Good for Mr. and
Mrs, Curran!

—_—e

5% We gave our readers Miss Lilian Whit-

ing’s exquisite poem, * After Easter,” in our

last issue, taken from her recently published

volumse of poems, It would be well to secure

& copy of the work at once. See review in
another column.

4™ Are you going to take & vacation the
comingsummer ? If 8o,do not forget to subscribe
forthe BANNER oF LIGHT before you leave the
oity. It will keep you posted with regard to
gpiritual matters in all sections of the nation,
Send in your own subscription and induce
your friends to do likewise,

5™ Have you read Rev. M, J. Savage’s great
sermon, *The Significance of Spiritualism,”
published in our last number? If not, order
extra coples.at oy, as the supply will soon be

. exhausted.

Tho Toledo Mass Moeting.

The Spiritunlists of Northwestern Ohio as
sembled In mass convention in Toledo on Sate
urday and Sunday, April 20-80, The hall was
tastefully decorated with exqulsite out flowers
and potted plants, and an afr of weloome was
everywhoro apparent. Owing to the Intenso

heat the attendance was much smaller than [t
would have been otherwise, Still a goodl
number of people from adjacent oities an
towns took in the meeting, while a few vis itors
from southern Mlohlgan and northeastern In-
diana were also found in the andience,

An Informal meeting only was held at 2:30
p, M, Saturday, Brief addresses were made by
the genlal President of the Spiritual Frater-
nity Soolety, John W, Martin, by Giles B, Steb-
bins of Detrolt, Mich, and H.D. Barrett of
Needham, Mags, Mrs, Oarrie Firth-Curran
offered an invooation, while Miss Julla Curran
presided at the plano with marked ability
throughout the meeting. The greater portion
of the afternoon was passed In soolal converse,
in renewingold friendships and in the forming
of new ones, -

The opening of the evening service was
somewhat delaved, owing to the non-appear-
ance of Mayor S. M. Jones, of * Golden Rule”
fame, who was to deliver the address of wel-
come, Afterasongservice by the congregation
and an invocation by Mrs, Curran, President
Martin introduced Harrison D. Barrett, who -
spoke forcefullﬂ and briefly-upon the praotical
issues of the hour, At the conclusion of his
address Mayor Jones appeared, having been
detained by official duties much longer than
he had anticipated, to his great regret. His
address of welcome was all too brief, but it was
eloquent, sincere and to the point. He was
received with storms of applause, amounting
almost to an ovation, He welcomed the Spir-
itualists as & people whose faces were turned
toward the light, whose eyes were looking for-
ward toward better days (not backward into
the effete past), whose aims and aspirations
were spiritual, not material. * You have faith
in the people,” said he, **and the people at
heart are right. Their friends are my friends,
and I am theirs. Sordid materiality must go;
purer desires, a larger liberty, clearer concep-
tions of right and justice must come, and so far
ag. you represent these ideals, I bid you a
hearty god-speed in your work. You are wel-
come to our oity—welcoms to the hearts and
homes of its people. The ties of brotherhood
must be strengthened, and the sharing of hos-
pitality unifies our race. I am interested in
all people who believe in progress, and I hope
your meetmg will be a grand success.”

The mayor’s address aroused much enthusi-
asm, and he was made to feel that the people in
that audience were his friends. President Mar-
tin then requested Mr. Barrett to respond tothe
mayor’s hearty welcome, which he did, touch-
ing upon the salient points of his address in
terms of hearty approval. Mr. Barrett’s refer-
ence to Mayor Jones as the man upon whom the
eyes of the nation were turned, evoked great ap-
plause, and when he told the people that he felt
that the Mayor of Toledo was the Moses des-
tined to lead the people of America through
the Red Sea of their troubles to the Canaan of
peace and prosperity beyoud, the hall rang
with applause. Mr. Barrett spoke feelingly of
the welcome given the visitors to Toledo, and
returned sincere thanks therefor. His refer-
ences to Mayor Jones’ * Golden Rule” plat-
form brought the mayor to his feet, and as the
two men shook hands before the audience there
arose another outburst of applause that told
the mayor that he was indeetf among friends,

Mr. Giles B. Stebbins was then introduced,
and spoke briefly but fittingly upon the senti-
ment of the hour. He reminded Mayor Jones
that the women of America ought to be con-
sidered in matters of government, and put in
an earnest plea for women’s rights, The
mayor interrupted him to say that he had
stated that he believed in the ruleof the peo-
ple, and ag women were certainly people, he
therefore believed in women'’s rights.

'The meeting broke up at a late hour, and the

peop'e retired to their several homes feeling
that their first day’s gathering had been a signal
BUCCESE,
- The weather was clear and beautiful on Sun-
day morning, but the heat had increased with
the passing of the night, so that the people
were obliged to contend with an atmosphere
far too hot for comfort. Many were kept away
from the:meeting on that account. The morn-
ing meeting opened with a song service, fol-
lowed by an invocation by Mrs. Tiva Payne
Hopkins, of Owosso, Mich. President Martin
ther introduced Giles B. Stebbins as the
speaker of the morning.  Mr. Stebbins took for
his subject ** Fear in Religion,” and gave a very
scholarly address upon that interesting theme,
Despite his advanced age of eighty-two years,
he spoke with his usual old time ability, and
his mental faculties seemed to have suffered
no eclipse through the arrival of what man
calls old age.

The afterncon meeting opened at 2:30, with
Pres. Martin in the chair. After the usual
singing, Mrs. Curran offered an appropriate in-
vocation, Pres. Martin then introduced Mrs,
E. P. Hopkins of Owosso, Mich., who spoke all
too briefly upon the interesting subject, *' The
Religion of the Here and Now.” Mrs. Hopkins
spoke with an earnestness of feeling and sin-
cerity of purpose that touched the hearts of
all. Her address was replete with eolid
thought, and full of practical suggestions that
were needed and timely. She was warmly ap-
plauded as she brought her eloquent address to
a close. Mrs., Hopkins) has only recently en-
tered the lecture ﬁeldg but she has already
‘evinced a high order.of-talent, and proved that
she has something to say, as well as the other
important fact that she knows how that some-
thing should be said. Mrs. Hopkins was fol-
lowed by Mr. H, D. Barrett, who took up the
line of "thought laid down by her. He

receded his address by reading James G.

Jlark’s exquisite poem, ** The Voice of the Peo-
ple,” suggested to him by the words of the pre-
vious speaker, Mr. Barrett’s criticism of the
lawyer, the doctor and the preacher was some-
what severe, but seemed to meet the approval
of the majority of his hearers, He touched
upori the living issues of the hour, and be-
sought Spiritualists to do their best to find and
apply the remedy for existing ills, His addréss
was most kindly and enthusiastically received,
He was followed by Mrs, C, F. Curran, who
gave a half dozen very direct, as well as con-
vineing tests, after which the audience was
dismissed by Mrs, Hopkins,

Despite the terrible heat, the house was well
filled in the evening by an earnest, truth seek-
ing body of people. After the usual song ser-
vice, Mrs. Curran gave an invocation, follow-
ing which Pres, Martin introduced Mr. Bar-
rett as the speaker of the evening. Mr, Barrett
read a poem by James G, Clark, and proceeded
to speak at length upon the question ** What is
Spititualism? ” 1is views seemed to meet tle
approval of the entire audience, as he was fre-
quently very generously applanded during its
delivery. Mrs, Curran pronounced the bene-
diction, and the mass meeting was at an end,

‘I'he BANNER or LiGHT received no little
attention, and was eagerly sought for by many
people. 1 wasstruck by the words spoken in
its behalf by several octogenarians who have
been tamiliar with its contents for the past
forvy years. -Tlieir kindly words of approval
cannot fail'to éncourage the managers of THE
BANNEI} to 2o on with their work.

The Spiritualists of Toledo do their own
reading and thinking. Iwas pleased to learn
that many of them take all of the leadin
Spiritualist papers, as well as The Arena an
The Coming Age. An enlightened Spiritusalist
means & good progressive citizen, Would that
there were millions of them.

Much oredit is due Mrs. Carrie Firth-Curran
for the success of the mesting. She was ably
asaisted b% Mr, and Mrs. J. W. Martin, the
Skidmore Bros. and their good wives, Mr. and
Mrs. Cole,‘Mr. West, Mr. and Mts, Comely and
others. The meeting was a grand success, de-
spite the many obatacles the workers had to
encounter, and will redound to the good of
the Cau’Fe throughout Northwestern Ohio.

@{?&d our third page of this issue. The
sweepipg reduction in prices of our best books
ls of the greatest interest to all Spiritualists.
Be sure to note these books, then send in an
order for the same at onge.
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BANNER OF

LIGHT.

Living Thoughta,

UY WILLIAM TUOKER,

Thore has been passing through my objeotive
mind this morning a constant comparlson be-
tween two favorite poems written by two
distinot -personalitles dwelling on earth In
dlfferent centurles, their homes separated by
thousands of miles and oceans of water, yet
both speaking our mother tongue, their lives
and tastes generally dissimilar, though both

- drank_deeply at the Heleconlan springs, Yot

were I to pursue this line of thought longer, I
do not think the readers of Tnr BANNER
-would be able to 853 the authors to whom I
refer,—Burns and-Bryant I have in mind, and
the two poemsare ** Man was Made to Mourn,”
and * The Death of the Flowers.,” The former

oem i3 known wherever the English language

spoken, and touches a responsive ohord in
every human breast that is animated wlth
lofty and philanthropic ideals; and yet the

“-dirge lacks one thought, and only one, to round

it out to full perfeotion, and that thought,
the basio thought, that underlies the existence
of THE BANNER, viz., immortalily, Through-
out the whole poem the only solace promised
man i8 dealh—~ANNIHILATION. Listen to the
comfort that Burns extends the toil-worn and
Weary:
“Oh! Death, the poor man’s dearest friend,
The kindest and the best,
Welcome the hour my aged Hmbs
Are lald with thee at rest,
The great, the wealthy, fear thy blow,
From pomp and pleasure torn:
But ob! & blest rélief to those
Who weary-laden mourn.”

Compare those lines with the concluding

lines of Bryant in “Death of the Flowers,”,

and note, too, that he also does not promise
jmmortality to the soul.

“ Anddtihgn I think of one who in her.youthful beauty
6d,
The fair, meek blossom, that grew up and faded by my

side,

In the cold. moist earth we laid her, when the forest
cast the leaf;

And we wept that one so lovely should have a 1ife so

rief.
‘Yot not unmeet it was that one like that young irlend,

of ours,
8o gentle and so beautiful, should perish with the

flowers.”

I do not know where to find in qur language
ideas more exquisitely clothed with appropri-
ate vesture than in Bryant’s poem above re-
ferred to, and yet, as in the dirge of Burns, the
oentral thought, the veryessence of the reason
why the poem: should have been written, was
omitted.” Undoubtedly both believed in a con-
tinued existence after death, but not with
guch knowledge and certitude as belongs to the
Spiritualist of to-day. Notice the indecision
or lack of faith in the lines of Burns to * Mary
in Heaven.” And you will find but very
slightly stronger expressions of Bryant in his
wonderously beautiful *Thanatopsis.” All
that Bryant urges us to do in the latter mono-
dynamic poem is the essence of pure panthe-
ism, but in most felicitous expression. ‘*'See
to it,” says Bryant, *when nearing thine in-
evitable end, that :
“*Thou go not, like the quarry slave at night,
Beourged to his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed

By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch about

him,
And lies down to pleasant dreams.”

How pleasingly different do both Lengfellow
and Whittier assure usof a contim??% exist-

- .ence after death, Says Longfellow: -

“ Life is real, lite i3 earnest,
And the grave is not its goal;
Dust thou art to dust returneth,
Was not spoken of the soul.”

I have an impression that Longfellow be-
lieved in spirit communion, and in the case of
Whittier that imoression is deepened and in-
tensified, Says Whittier inold age, when com-
memorating his birthday:

Lot winds that blow from heaven refresh,
Dear Lord, the languld air;
And let the weakness of the flesh
Thy strength of 3pirit share.

And, if the eye must fail of light,
The ear forger to hear

Make clearer still the spirit’s sight,
More fine the inward car’

Be near me in mine hours of need,
To sooths, or cheer, or warn,

And down these slopes of sunset lead
As up the hills of morn! ’

If Spiritualism and spiritual communion be
an error, adelusion, how useles the senses with
which the great Creator has endowed us!
Think a moment—seeine, feeling, hearinz, all
Spiritualists are agreed have given voluminous
testimony to its truthfulness. The two re-
maining senses, taste and smell, have to
many, added corroborating testimony. Is it
probable that the Creator gave us faculties for
the purpose of permitting us to delude our-
gelves?

We find always and at all times that Nature
is constant, and, given the same conditions. pro-
duces the same results, Weresuch not the case,
we could not be certain of any results of any
character whatever. It is ouly because we
recognize that Nature’s laws are immutable,
unchangeable and omnbipresent, that we can
undertake any work with confidence that, if
well planned and well executed, the desired
object may be attained. In former times a
“thus saith the Lord” was regarded a suffi-
cient warranty for any undertaking or any
belief, and the same command would to-day
have more potential energy thai at any time
in the past, provided the veridical nature of
the command could be demonstrated to the
recipient. It is merely a question of proof,
and the credibility of all of the witnesses is
not satisfactory to even all the.clergy, as wit-
ness the heresy—trials of the past and the

. hatred which many theologians exhibit toward

those in their ranks who are suspected of
leanings toward the **higher criticism” of the
Bible. Personally I can find all the evidence
that I desire lo support Spiritualism with,
within the covers of the Bible, and in time its
crudities and errors will be elminated, and
common ground will exist, upon which man-

“kind at large can stand firmly united.

Mankind is now yielding to science the ad-
hesion which was formerly accorded to the
Bible, and is gradually asserting its right to
have its own opinions, and yet the result is
slow of accomplishment. We are all creatures
of circumstances or of our environments, and
it is only the thinker who submits to social
and political ostracism who hews his way
through the dogmas and creeds of superstition
into the light of the perfect day, creating a
passage-way for others as well as himself. It
18 only these thinkers that we Spiritualists
should apotheosize. Perhaps among the very
foremost of these for exaltation among our
list of heroes should be Robert IHare, the great
American chemist of Philadelphia, who died,
or in our vernacular passedon, in 1858. The
many discoveries of this ‘eminent chemist,
which any American biographical dictionary
will enumerate, did not protect him from the
sneers and ridicule of his scientific associates,
who said contemptuously: *‘There are no
gpirits, therefore there are no spiritualistic
phenomens to investigate.” Twenty-five
years ago, Tyndall, at that time president of
the British Association for the advancement
of soience, said: *'I see in matter the potency
of all life.”” The Yresent president of the same
society (universally conceded the most learned
body in the world), said in a recent address
that “in life I see the potency of all mat.
ter " exaotly reversing Tyndall, and the latter
dictur has coms to stay. Of course I refer to
Sir William Crookes, the present president of
the aforesaid society, and the most distin-
guished Spiritualist in the world as well as
one of the most, if not the most, illustrious
soientist now living on earth. ‘ i

The BANXER OF L16HT has been advocating
a plan by which certain qualified mediums
oould receive an endorsement from a compe-
tent source that would be an open sesame most
11kely to people whose approval would be most
useful to our philosophy, but I note that every
once in awhile some well-meaning brother
violously attacks the editor’s position, The
trath of the matter as it appears to me is that
the position of Editor Barrett is weak, in that
it does not go far enough; but I suppose that

. t‘x‘o,u to teniatively feel his way, We should
0 kble to Prove to tha most skeptioal solen.
titlo body n the world, atid should ask for an
opportunity so to do, that our bellef 1s founded
upon 'fact, and not fanoy that the so.oalled
dead are ever present, and oan speak to us at
any tlme or any place, or speak to them ns
Holl a8 wo who believe In such communion
on,

I have in mind, and the editor of this paper
is herewith furnished with the addressof a
lady who does not practice mediumahip axolu.
sively for honorariums, though she accepts
whatever may be given her for whom at all
times, under all olroumstances, at all places,
and for all races, classer and conditions of men
and women, salnts and sinners (the last pre.
dominating, Ithink) voioes of the so oalled dead
speak in mid-day glare of thesun. Alloneneeds
to do in her presence to obtain such results s
to behave like a gentleman or lady. I do not
print the address beoause this me(i’lum has no
rest nor peace as it {8 now, her home being in-
vaded at all hours of the day and night, and she
dislikes notorlety such as she would obtain if
her attainment was heralded east and west,
north and south, The Natlonal Spiritualistic
Asgoolation should take this medium under
their care, prolong her life, and devote her en-
erglies to a much more thorough, complete and
satisfactory * SCIENTIFIC DEMONSTRATION OF
A FUTURE LIFE” than Thompson J. Hudson
hag furnished the world, particularly as with
her mediumship the voices speak that one most
longs to hear, their own deag.

the True Basis of Spirit
Communion.

Spirituality

BY BYRON W, BARGE.

The work of the society for psychical research
in connection with that of individual experi
menters, and my own investigations into the
phenomena of Spiritualism, have convinced me
that spirituality is the true basis of spirit com-
munion; and that materiality is the basis of
mediumistic degeneracy.

Unfortunately, the * scientific” vibration {s
usually a material vibration, Consequently,
we find men of science demanding that the
wise and good in realms immortal shall demon-
strate spiritual truths in an atmosphere vibrat-
ing materiality.

It is self-evident that in attempting to have
intercourse with the denizens of a world where
the vibrations are spiritual, we should do 80 on
a spiritual basis. Should this self-evident law

be ignored by the medium, the probabilities
are that sooner or later moral and medial de-
generacy will obtain. But suppose that the
medium is 3 man or woman of character, and
that the investigators are intelligent, honora-
ble men, but ignore the fundamental law of
spirituafity. The results of such séances would
probably range all the way from zero to an oc-
casional demonstration of some value, Com-
munion between the visible and the invisible
realms should not be sought on any other basis
than that of spirituality. We are quite willing
to admit that the element of spirituality is
often ignored by sensitives, and we are also
quite willing to admit that there is great dan-
ger of such persons becoming mediums who
will simulate the phenomena.

Some mediums induce the spiritual vibra-
tions at their séances by singing devotional
songs, repeating the Lord’s Prayer, invoking
the great *‘Over-Soul,” etc. I freely admit
that wherever any or all of the above ceremo-
pies are observed in a spirit of earnestness,
they are helpful and have a tendency to har-
monize and induce a higher vibration than
that of materiality. But is it necessary to ob
serve ceremonies which we no longer endorse
in order to induce a spiritual vibration? Em.
phatically, no. Aspiration, purity of thought,
correct living and intellectual development
will produce a harmonial man or woman,
Spiritual fanaticism is as ‘undesirable as mate-
rialism. Spiritual unfoldment in connection
with intellectual development is the ideal
state in all spheres of existence:

It is to be regretted that some able writers
assumse that the mental phages of mediumship
have a monopoly on spirituality. Wise spirit
guides develop whatever phase of mediumship
appears best adapted to the sensitive. Both
mental and phenomenal mediums have a work
to do where character and spirituality are evi.
denced. I honor all, regardless of their phase
of mediumship. A trumpet séance may be
and often is a veritable Licaven on earth where
a loved child and parent meet and speak face
to face.

I was much interested in a recent article in

Tor BANNER by Fred De Bos, * What is Spir-

itualism?” After reading this interesting ar-
ticle I agreed to differ with our good brother.
Spiritualism is fourfold in its nature—medial,
spiritual, mental and material. What human.
ity needs most is spirituality, education and
brotherhood, Brotherhood in its broadest
sense will not be experienced until we have
grown more spivitual. Open communion with
the wise and good in the higher expression of
life can be made a mighty factor for uplifting
maukind.

To me Spiritualism is not a religion. Relig-
ion is based on fear, ignorance and gods. The
spiritual movement repudiates fear and depre-
cates ignorance. Primitive man’s conception
of the wholeness of the universe is the basis of
the God idea, and the God idea is the basis of
theosophy. Theosophy explains life on the
basis of a larger life and rests there, no at.
tempt being made to explain the origin of the
*larger life,” Spiritualism stands independent
of all the the gods, and is as true without a God
as with a God. Religion has always stood for
worship and ecclesiastical trumpery., Spir-
itualism will have none of it, but demands
brotherhood.

To me, Spiritualism is not & science, unless
we concede that it is a spiritual science. Spir-
itualism is Spiritualism, and will remain so
while time shall ]ast.

In conclusion, I wish to call attention to W,
J. Colville’s answers to “Ten Great Ques-
tions,” which appeared in a late issue ot the
BANNER or Liaut. 1 consider Bro. Colville
one of the most wonderful luminariesof the cen-
tury, and have a high appreciation of his writ-
ings. Itis therefore pleasing to note the fol-
lowing, taken from his article: “‘Prof. J S.
Loveland’s recent letter to the Progressive
Thinker of Chicago (March 18, 1899) is thorough-
ly timely, and deserves serious and promvt
attention.”

Prof. Loveland’s article was an earnest
appeal for Spiritualists to unite in an effort to
establish brotherhood among men.

Springfleld, TIl,

We have the prospect of a successful series
of meetings here from April 23 to 30, So far,
the attendance and results have been satisfac-
tory. Regular meetings are not held in this,
the capital city of Illinois, Why the Cause
slumbers here is seemingly without reason, for

there are a goodly number of earnest Spiritu-
alists here, and many are anxious for a local
society.

Mrs. H. L. Lichtig is an earnest worker, and
assamed all the risk of our engagement. - At
her home we are being entertained in & manner
to make us truly feel * at home.” Wehope to
chronicle a permanent work established here,

At Lima, Ohio, we had well-attended meet-
Ings April 20 and 21, commendably managed by
the Ladies’ Aid. We found the main society
disrupted, and that the ladies were doing all
of the public work, They expect to continue
it, and suggested that we would be asked to
return for a couple of months, We hope so,
for the ladies are good managers and good pro-
viders,

The way to get good work out of the speak-
ors and mediums is to provide well for them
and create the opportunity. Good halls are
furnished in both of these places, but the Odd
Fellows’ Hall in Springfield, used by us, is a

em of comfort and elegance. So many dingy

allsare used we wonder.the spirit controls

oan always approach us, Let us Provide spir.

itual conditions if we expect spiritual results.
G. W. KATES,

A' Pleanant Occasion,

The writer reoently while on buaineas fn
Now York Olty recelved a very graclous invl
tatlon from Mr, and Mre, Milton Rathbun of
Mt. Vernonto dine andapend the nightof April
14 at their pleasnnt home to meet * Quwstor
Vitas” of England,. Miss Margarot Gaule, the

well known paychio, and Miss Marie J. itz
maurioe, Sec'y of the First Assoolation of New
York, were the other guests. Mr., and Mrs,
Rathbun are oharming entertainers, and the
ocoasfon will long be treasured in the memory
of your correspondent as partioularly pleasant.
It wag Indeed an honor to have the opoortu-
nity of an evening’s visit with ** Quewstor Vitm,”
whose analytical mind s bringing out so many
good things along the line of our philosophy.

t will give added charm in the future to read
the writings from his pen.

The delightful music by mine host brought
upon all the asweet influence nf the spirit.
' Quoostor Vit '’ sesmed particularly impressed
with the desoriptions given him by Miss Gaule,
while other manifestations of spirit-power
were enjoyed by all, I notioce in a recent num-
ber of Two Worlds, published in England b
W. Wallis, that a serial has commence
written by Mrs. Milton Rathbun, which prom-
iges to be very interestlnﬂ. Miss Gaule's psy-
chometrio readings, April 16, were of a gi h
order, and in each o0ase were accompanied gy
other tests, the reciplents being nearly all
strangers to themedium. Her remarks regard-
ingthe truths of Spiritualism, asbeing the only
knowledge of a future life, were beautiful, and
produced a noticeable effect upon the audi-
ence,

The President, Mrs. Mar{ J. Newton, who
has labored faithfully for the Cause so many
years, invited the writer to address the Asso-
ciation, who in brief remarks urged the need
of codperation, and boped that they would soon
join the State Assoclation.

Through the courtesy of Mr, W. Wines Sar-
gent, editor of The Evolutionist, [ had the pleas-
ure of meeting that marvel of this century,
Miss Molhe_ Funcher, whose * lavers or slices
of personality,” as ' Quwstor Vitm’ so aptly
terms them, have puzzled the thinkers of the
age. For thirty-four years she has been in one
room, has undergoxne terrible convulsions, and
been physically blind, and yet with all that,
has ever been bright and cheerful, conversing
freely on all topics. How many who have but
ﬂeetfqg trials and troubles lament and take on
ag if life were not worth the living, even when
they have health and strength, wﬁi]e she, with
no prospect of ever leaving her bed, finds the
beautiful and sweet in 41t things. )

I feel that all who have means should pur-
chase the book of Mollie Fancher’s life, pre-
pared by Judge Dailey. It is very interesting,
costs only $1 50, if, perchance, they should send
more than the price, I believe she could make
good use of it. Her address is 160 Gates Ave-
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1 make this appeal with-
out her knowledge, but hope many will respond
to it, Yours for humanity,

FRANK WALKER,

Lake Pleasant, Mass.

Mr, Samuel B. Harvey, who has leased the
hotel, visited the grounds during the past
week to examine the hotel with a view to
making some important alterations which will
much improve it. The association has made
arrangements with the veteran photographer,
Frank Crozier of Readsboro, Vt., to give a se-
ries of lectures in August about photography.
The Lake and the charming mountain scenery
in the vicinity each year attracts scores of
amateur photographers, and these lectures will
be of much benefit to them, as Mr. Crozier will

tell how to make all kinds of photographs; in
fahct, it will be a veritable school of photogra-
phy.

Arrangements for summer rates on the rail:
roads are being rapidly pushed, and the 2575
rate on the Fitchburg Railroad, from Boston,
will be on sale June 1. Excursion rates from
other points on that road will go into effect
June 15. Two trains a day, each way, are now
stopping at the Lalke, and cottages are receiv-
ing their summer occupants each day, Mr. A,
P, Bixby and family, Dr. ‘C. H., Harding and
Mr, R. F. Churchill, Mrs. Sabelia Jackson,
Mrs. M. J. Stewart, and about fifteen more
families are already on the grounds.

Calls are being received for tents, cottages
and circulars, though the circulars will not be
ready for circulation until the middle of May.
Mrs. Mary Lease is to be on the grounds dur-
ing the last week in August, and arrangemerts
are pending to have the Second Regiment
Band there during the same period. Bidsare
being received for the baggage, grocery and
dry goods privileges, and also for the boats.
Mrs. May S. Pepper is engaged from August 15
to the close of camp August 28, and Mr. John
Slater will be on the grounds the whole season.,

A new gpeaker and a powerful and interest-
ing orator on our program this season is Rev,
Frank E. Mason, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who
comes to us splendidly recommended as a logi-
cal, clear-headed thinker.

Any one desiring circulars can_address, with
stamp, Avuperr . BLixn, Clerk,

603 Tremont street, Boston.

Notes from Vermont.

The Spiritualist Society of Duxbury, Vt.,
commenced its meetings for the season, May 1,
The society has reason to feel deeply the loss
of one of its most generous members, W. E.
Belden. For several years he has given the
gociety the use of a pretty hall, where regular
meetings are held about eight months in
the year. We have had entertainments, so-
cials, parties, supper and finally the entire
use of the hall free. We have a good working
society, and, best of all, we have yet to have
our first quarrel, Great credit is due the La-
dies’ Aid connected with the society for finan-
cial help.

For the last ten years the writer has served
the society as its President and regular speak-
er, although we have had valuable assistance
from Dr. Geo. A. Fuller, Mrs. E. L. Paul, Mrs.
Eliza Turner and others, April 16 Ilectured
for the Spiritualist Society of Montpelier.
There was a good attendance. The society is
in a very prosperous condition, and the mem-
bers are earnest in their work, The good
BANNER comes to us weekly, and as we come
in touch with its plain, ontspcken truths we
feel to say, ' Angels assist, and mortals help to
lighten the burdens of its noble editor.”

Mzs. Assie W, CROSSETT.
_ Waterbury, V.

The Gospel of Spirit-Return Soeiety

has arranged with Rev, Frank O, Hall, the
gifted pastor of the Third Universalist Church,
Cambridge, to produce his IHustrated Lecture
on “*How the Bible Came Down to Us,” in its
place of worship, Assembly Hall, 200 ITunting-
ton Avenue, Boston, on Friday, May 19, 1899,
at 8 .M

The priceof ticketshas been fixed at 25 cents,
enabling any one to avail himself of this rare
educational feas. The number of tickets is
limited to one hundred and fifty, and they must
be procured before the lecture commences.
Note the hour, and be in your places before the
lights are Jowered. It will really be impossible
to gain entrance after that. The tickets may
be procured of Mr, Soule at the Sunday even-
ing services or by communicating with Mrs,
Soule, 79 Prospect street, Somerville.

Veteran Spiritunlists’ Union.

The snnual meeting of the members of the
Veteran Spiritualists’ Union will take place
Monday evening at 7:30 o’clock, May 15, in
Unity Hall, 724 Washington- street, Boston, to
hear the reports of the Auditor, Treasurer and
Clerk; also for the election of officers for the
ensuing year, and to transaot any other busi-
ness that may legally come before the meeting.

Mrs. J. S, SoPER, Clerk,

REMARKABLE =

OFFER. -

For a Short Time Only,

To those writing us, giving us name, age, sex, and one leading symptom, In their own hand-
writing, we will send an absolutely correoct and carefully prepared diagnosis of their oase, state

ing their true physical condition; and

“Fo0Ds FOR THE SICK, AND How T0 PREPARE THEM:”—a valuable volume,

glving proper

diet, how foods should be cooked, also the proper care of invalids, This volume contains recipes
for the hygienio preparation of foods for general consumption. It is, in fact, a Hygienio Cook
Book, It oontains a list of antidotes for common poisons. It is a guide to right living, a coun-
gelor in sickness or emergency—~concise, yet plain and readily understood ; and
“WoMAN;"—a mediocal brochure for ladies only. This volume has been highly commended
by the leading reformers of the day. It is a valuable medical work, and should be in the pos-
gesgion of every woman. It will be sent FREE to ladies writing us under this speocial offer.
"It has cost us hundreds of dollars to publish these volumes. They are nicely illustrated,

and are standard works,

£ A correct medical diagnosis and the two valuable volumes ABSOLUTELY FREE of all -
cost. This offer will hold goad oNLY while the present editions last.

Address

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs,

. BATTLE CREEK, MICH.

Apr. 15

E5™ Read Bro. Charles Dawbarn’s schoiarly
article on our first page, and then refute his
arguments ye who can. Mr. Dawbarn has pre-
gented some solid thoughts in his able contri-
bution, and it will puzzle even the keenest
logicians to meet and fully explain the knotty
problems he has set forth.

83= ' Bx nihilo, nthil fit.” If such be the
case, then life can not spring from death, but
from something more powerful than itself, It
therefore follows that Life is the only explana-
tion for life, hence Infinite Life must be the
primal cause of all things. Infinite Life isself-
existent, and has within it the potencies, pos.
sibilities and actualities of all finite forms of
life,

&= Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, the able and effi-
cient editor of our esteemed contemporary,
Light, London, has our sincere thanks for an
excellent likeness of himself, recently received
by special post. Such men as Mr, Rogers re-
flect much credit upon the cause of Spiritual-
ism,

EZ™ As the season of societary work is soon
to close, it would be well for every Spiritualist
to ask himself ¥ he has done all he could dur-
ing the past eight months for the advancement
of the Cause. If nof, he could remedy his
error by sending a goodly cheque to the treas-
urer of his local or State Association as an
earnest of his good-will,

Lyceum Reunion,

It is proposed to hold at Red Men’s Hall,
Boston, Mass,, May 21, 1899, a reunion of Ly-
ceum officers and members. Will all persons
interested please communicate at once with
Mrs. M. J. Butler, 175 Tremont street, Boston,
Mass.

Movements of Platform Lecturers.

{Notices under this heading, to insure lusertion the same
week, must reach this oflice by Nonday’s mail.)

G. W, Kates and wife will be at 182 Gold Street,
Grand Rapids, Mich., May 1 to July 12 They are
having numerous calls for their services, but nave
some time open next fall and winter. They would
ltke to hear early from socleties desiring their ser-
vices.

Henry H. Warner, inspirational lecturer and test
medium, has a few dates tov fatl and winter to be
filled, also for camps. Address 9 Boswoith street,
Boston,

E. J. Bowtell spoke for the spiritualist society South
Hangibal, N. Y., April 16, 18,19, 20 and 25,  Hasg open
dates for camp-meetings and socigtles. Address 29
Home Aveaue, Providence, R, I.

For Nervous Women
Horsfords’s Acid Phosphaite.

Dr. J. B, ALEXANDER, Charlotte, N. C., says:
* It is not only pleasant to the taste, but ranks
among the best of nerve tonics for nervous
females.”

SANKEY MODEL, STYLE 43t,
Known abroad as the Empress Model,

More than two hundred thousand organg were
made in our factory before this instrument was per-
fected. It i+ the result of great experience in mak-
ing organs for all purposes for everybody.

The missionary’s tent in the junglesand West-
minster Abbey, the humble cottage and the king's
palace contain a Mason & Hamlin Organ. The gelf
taught amateur and Franz Liszt, Saint-Saens, Theo,
Thomas, George W. Chadwick, Emil Paur and
scores of preat musiciaus have written words of
praise for Mason & Hamlin Organs,

The Sankey Model (=0 ealled becanse it was de-
signed for and is used by Irad). Sankey) is suitable
for churches, lodues, sehools and homes, Cash with
order price, 318000, Other oreaus $27.00 to 32 400,00,

We have necmmulated orvan information for 45
years,  Write us aboug orguns if you are interested,

Aaaond Arimlin o,

BOSTON, MASS,

Givow

FAT FOLKS.

WO years ago Treduced my welght 47 b, by following
A thesumrestions of departed friends; no gain: o starv-
ing—unothing tosell. Inclose stamp for particulars.
RS. B. L. MOLESWORTH,
116 Clymer St.,, Brooklyn.N. Y.

G. LESTER LANE,

Psychic Healer, cures all forms of

Obsession,

By occult power. Wonderful success, Highest references,
8 Berkeley street, Suite 3, Boston, w* Apr. 29,

Mrs. F. A. Gurtis,
i\lAliniTlC HEALING. Rhewmatism, Neuralgia, and

Al Chironie Aliments Suecessfully Treated 614 Tremont
street, Boston, hw May 6.

JROF. BEARSE, A-troinger. 172 Washington

. 8t., Boston, Mass. Whole IIf » written: complete horo-

scope thereof free, Send date and hour of hirth with stawmp,
tf

Dr. Fellows,
Vineland, N. J,

g will send his Private Counsellor

for 10 cents. Treating vn Nervous Debility, Weaks
nesses and Losses  Cured by an Outward Application in
60 days. No failure. Hundreds of cises restored, The
booklet explaing all. State your case. A(lF(lrgsshas‘
¢eb. 11,

above. 15 13w=
' vestors, i3 described in a
handsome illustrated book
B which you can obtain b
mailing a two-cent stamp tod. H. FOSS, 1 Wabeno str
Roxbury, Mass, Jan, 4.

Mar, 1l

Apr. 2L 4w

for Homeseekers and in.

SPECIAL NOTIGES.

ADAME MARCOQ gives I'fe reading. Send
birth-date and sex. 10 cents coln. 1108 Fulton street,
Brooklyn, N. Y. 2w Apr. 29,

To Foreign Subscribers the subscrip-
tion price of the BANNER OF Licur is $2.50
per year, or S125 per six months, to anv for-
eign country embraced ln the niversal Postal
Union. Tocouuntries outside of the Union the
price will be 33.00 per year, or 81.50 for six
mouths, 80w

J. J. Morse, 26 Osnaburgh street, Euston
Road, London, N. W., is agent in England for
the BANNER oF Li1a¢HT and the publications of
the Banner of Light Publishing Co.

Fred P. Evans, 103 W, 42d street, New
York City, agent for the BANNER OF LIGHT
and all Spiritual and Occult Literature. Orders
by mail promptly attended to.

-

Dr. F. L. . Willis may beaddressed at
Glenora, Yates Co,,N. Y, Jan. 7.

Rose Leaf Balm.

A NEW and wonderfully healing lotion for all skin
eruptions,

Cold Sores, Chapped Hands and Face,
Salt Rheum, Eczema, Hay Fever,
Coryza and Sun Burn.
Gentlemen will find this a superfor preparation tu use
after shaving.

Half oz Trial Size, 15 cte.
Two * 8lze, 35 cts, Four oz., 50 cts., maited free of charge

Agents wanted In all States,  Write for Particulars.
ROSE LEAF BALM CO.,

21 Bedford Strect, Boston, Mass,
Endltr)rla)eélsbylﬂdltor and Managementof BANNER OF LIGHT.
e

HENRY SCHARFFETTER,
300 8o. Collington Ave,, Baltimore, Md..
GENERAL AGENT FOR THE BANNER OF
LIGHT PUB. CO. OF BOSTON, MASS.

HEAD UARTERS for Splritualistic, Reformatory and
Occult Literature; also subscriptions taken for BAN-
NER OF LIGHT. Orders by mall promptly attended to.
Catalogues free on application. Correspondence desired.

R-I-P.A-N-8. Ten for five cents at drugglsts. They
banish patn and prolong lite One glves relief. No matter
what 's the matter one will do you good! 82w

JUST ISSUED.

SATAN'S HOOF ~

And the Two Witches.

A very remarkable, welrd and fascinating story, by
DR. EUGENIE ELINSCU of New York,

Dr. Eliscu is a Roumanian by birth, a deep student from
childhood of occuit lore as well a8 medieine, and one who
knows well whereof she writes when she undertakes to de.
seribe in graphic and inteusely picturesque manner the
awful and mysterions rites and practices connected with
the various sorts of magic which are yet practiced in many
parts of Lurope, though of course not openly, It i3 not
solely, or even clifefly, on account of the witcheries intro-
ducced into the tale that thislatest addition tothe Horary 6f
Occultism deserves a world-wide civeulation, but by virtue
of the astounding though by no means fucredible selentifie
theories advanced by the cultured author who Is fucessant-
Iy encaged In adding fresh marerial toher already unusually
large stock of useful and exceptional knowledge,

Printed in large type, on good paper,and tastefully bound,
Price 235 cents

1S,
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

" THE LIGHT OF EGYPT":

Or, The Science of the Svut and the Stars. In Two Parts,
By an Initlate in Lsoterle Masonry, Floely Hlustrated with
eighit full-.page engravings, Fourth edition, price reduced,

Tt is claimed that this book is not a mere coinpilation, bug
thoroughly origlnal. 1t Is belleved to contain information
upon the most vital polntsef Occultistn and Theosophy that
cannot be obtained elsewhere.

It claims to fully reveal the most recondite mysteries of
man ul)on ever?' Jlane of his existence, both here and herg.
atter, In such plain, simple language that a child can almdt
understand it.

The secrets and Occult inysteries of Astrology are reveal.
ed and explained for the first time, it 18 aflirmed, since the
days of Eg{ptl:\n Hieroglyphics. An effortis made to show
that the Sclence of the Soul and the 8cionce of the Stary
are the twin mysteries which comprlse THE ONE QRAND
S8OIRNOE OF LIFE.

The following are among the clalms made for the work
by its friends: To the spiritual {nvestigator this book s
Indispensable, To the medium it reveals knowledge be-
yond all earthly price, and will prove in real truth a guide,
philosopher and friend. To the Occultist it will supply the
mystic key for which he has been so long earnestiy seeking,
To the Astrologer it will become a divine revelatson of §

ence.
" OPINIONS OF PRESS AND PEOPLE.

A noble, philosophical and lustructive work.— Emme Hare
dinge Britlen. -

A work of remarkable ability and Interest.—Dr. J. R. By~
chanan.

A remarkably conclse, clear and forcibly interesting work.
It 18 more clear and intelligible than any other work o like
subjects.—J. J. Morse.

Beautifully printed and fliustrated. With {lluminated and
exltra heavy cloth binding. Price $8.00; paper covers,

For sale wholesale and retail by BANNER OF LIGH?Y
PUBLISHING CO.

PIRITUALISM AS A SCIENCE, AND

SPIRITUALISM A8 A REL1GION. An Oration deliv.
ered under spirit influence, at 8t. George’s Hall, Lond:
En& BundaY evening, Sept. 21st, 1873, by CORA L. V. T.

P This 1s No. 1 of a series of Tracts entitied *The New

Bcience.” .
Paper, § cents. %os o free, ’
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING 00.
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-1 SPIRIT

Yirasnge _Depurtment,

SPHOIAL NOTIOH.

rapounded by Inguirers—having practl
m:llml}:)%?l' lll:ll::llll lite In l{n departments of thou I;t
orllbon—a"loul(l Do forwarded to this ofce by mal or {’I 1
our Oounting-Room for answer. It should aldo bo ( 'n
otly nndemtood in this counection that the Messagos |)er| l’
tahed n this Department indleato that spirits carry w lll
them to the life heyond the charactoristies of thefr varthly
Hves—whethar of gooil or vvll; that those who pasy !,rnm
the mundane sphere in an undeveloped (‘i»lulllll'lll,4'wllll-
pally progress to n bigher state of existence. Weask the
or to recelvo no doctving put torth by spivits fn these
eolumns that toes not colmputr‘t with hlsl(v.{ lnlull;)rltl-lx::‘r(:u. All
much of Truth as thoy pereeive— t,
ox reul?lnl(l)(ulr earnest wish nmt those on Lhe mundane
sphereof 1ifo who recognizo the published messages of tlwlr'
spirit-friends on this page, from time to tme, will verity
tgem by persoually Informing us of tho facl.

SPIRIT-MESSAGES
@IVEN THROUGH THE TRANCE MEDIUMBHIP OF
MRS. JENNIE K. D, CONANT.

s

Report of Séance held April 21, 1899,
Spirtt Invocation.

Blegsed arc the yure in heart, for they shall see God, BT

. more blessed {s the consclousiess of the knowledyge that

death has been destroyed and confidence of life coutinual
has been established. We pralse thee, ol spivit ef all
knowlede, for the work that has been done, for we realize
thy handiwork in ali thing-. Heip usto abey thy conmansl-
ment, “ Love one another.” Oh, we reallze how the spheit
has tonched the hearts of mortals and Drought them to
gense of duty and justice to themselves, They must be
thelr own savlor; they must seek thelr own salvation;
they build thelr own heaven or hell,  Many iare now cons
sclous that heaven and hell are conditlons, not places;
hence, we rejolce today that the eurtaln of superstition
1188 to some extent fallen back, that reason Is the predotd.
nating power, and, when reason hasTull sway, fustiee will
prevail, and each tetividual will think more rur.inlms(:lr
and witlreach out to a-slet his fellow-men. Ob, we rejolee
that after so many years of Jaly r and of trying to conquer
errer, so niuch has heen accomplished. O, thon zreat
spirit of love, teach cach ong to understand his own sphere;
quicken the spirit, that each, may see that old things hive
passed away and thyt att thlngs are new. Man aud wonian
shall rise and rejnlci in the fatherbood of God, the brother.
hood of man. and the ministering angels, who have hrooght
us giad tidings of immortal joy; the spirit {s risen and s
singing good-will te wau, ALl cau traly say, * Ohleath, )

where Is thy sting?  Ob, grave, where Is thy \;i;u»ry‘?“
Direct us In all things. In thy hands we Jeava (he result,
knowing all will be welt now aud forever more, Amnen,

{NDIVIDUAL MESSAGES,

Amos Adams.

1 am delighted to be identified with you this
morning, and can say to my friends of earth-
life that I have received in the spirit-world all
I expected, and even more. I know you have
now becomte conscious that distance to the
spirit is nothing; hence, alt}mugh 1 am some
distance, as the world calls it, from where 1
left the physical form, 1 da not feel 1 ama
stranger among you. ‘Where wo worship the
spirit in truth we are never strangers one to
the other. I am glad to be able to send forth a
fow words ¢f comfort and consolation to the
many co-workers aud friends in the cause of
Spiritualism, who are striving to bringittoa
higher standpoint, to bring it where philosophy
has taught the mortal to love, and the phe-
nomena has healedl the broken leart, and
brought comfort to the darkened soul. When
this season of the year approaches, and every-
thing is prepared to take on new life and beau.
ty, it gives us an inspiration that helps us to
put pew life and energy in the Cause. I wish
this message to go especially tothe Pacific coast,
where [ feel I am not forgotten, for I have only
been out of the body a few years. 1 wish Ellen
to know that while she may be left ib the phys-
jcal form comparatively alone, yet her knowl-
edge of spirit intercourse makes life very sweet
for her, Itis useless for me tosay [ am with
her, for I know she is with me. lam glad the
old form that helped me to uphold my spirit
while clothed in the mortal form did its duty
well, and now I am clothed with one more
fitted for progress, more fitted to help to cou-
tinue the work of elevating man both politic.
ally, religiously and spiritually, 1have many
friends who are with me in spirit this morning
too numerous to mention. I promised my
friends in earth that I would come, and try to
manifest through the BANNER or Licur, and
I am more than delighted with this privilege.
You can say that Amos Adams is here to greet
his many friends in the Cause, hisdear ones on
the Pacific coast, and all who take note of this
message. My home was in Santa Cruz, Calif.

Sam’l Russell.

I, too, feel this is a precious time to send out
some words of comfort and consolation to the
friends of earth.life. They may be Spiritual.
ists and have evidence of spirit-return, yet
there are none of us so far spiritualized that
we do not miss the material form, and long for
the presence of those who have gone: and how
much comfort it gives when the absent ones,
under any condition, can send a word to those
who are left. We know our places can be
filled, and sometimes it is hard when we are
called upon to fill each other’s places. I wish
to say to the dear ones of Cleveland, Ohio, and
especially to my co-workers, both in the Soci.
ety and Lyceum, to work with a will, even if
the compensation is small; if each does his
best, that is all that can be expected. O ye of
little faith, how little do you know what your
officers have to contend with to hold up the
banner of truth spotless, and give to the world
the undefiled knowledge of spirit-return!
Each one is viewing the work from a different,
standpoint; each one reasoning from his own
understanding ; each one advising to the best,
of his ability. When we look back and see
how much there is to be done and how little
is done, it sometimes grieves us, because we

_seem to be 8o feeble and simple in what we do,

yet I wish to say to all mortals who are ao sen-
sitive, who feel they accomplish 80 little: be
faithful, be honest to friends of the spirit-
world, and, while you may not see it brought
to you through the mortal agency, you shall
have your reward. Work together, each and
every one of you; stand as one great armor in
the battle of life, as soldiers fighting for a vic-
tory, and that victory—Truth. I wish to say
to my son and daughter and all concerned,
that while you lay the physical form of your
friends away, you do not lay the spirit aside.
It we are active in earth-life, we shall be in
gpirit. Many join insending this message of
Jove and encouragement to all, Sam’l Russell,
Cleveland, Ohilo.

Luey Wolcott.

I feel like sending a few words of comfort
and consolation, and am thankful for being
permitted to enter thisséance-room this morn-
{ng and oontrol the medium’s brain. I too,
while clothed with the flesh, found knowledge
and comfert in knowing the spirit can asslst
mortals physically, mentally and spiritually.
There is much more to be accomplished, but

what has been accomplished has been geod, |
waut this message to 48 to my ohildren, who
are struggling with the environmenta of ilfe,
‘They have many things to thank the angel-
wotld tor, and yet, sometimen in the conditiona
that surround them, they do not always hiave
the atrength to rise suporior to the environ-
ments that canse worriment. Now, dear otos,
falter not, nelther must you fear, for mother is
still with you and will assist und do all she can
for you, if you will only be faithful and true to
yourselves, Conditions will change, and yon
will understand things as you never did be-
fore. Lucy Wolcott, Corey, Penn,

Adeline Arvcher.

Time has elapsed, and many changes have
come since [ passed on. Time is not to the
apirit as it is to the mortal; it seems longor to
the mortal than to the spirit. 1 was interested
when [ heard Bro. Russell speak, becauso |
knew him well, and he me, and wao have been
more than friends in the spivit world, hath in.
terested in socing the promulgation and demon.
gtration of Spiritualism.  Thore are many
things that the spirits might rive to mortals
provided conditions and tiwe wero at their dis-
posal, There are many things we would like
to explain that mystified us while in the mor-
tal, Thereis much [ would like to say if I had
the opportunity, or was able to demonstrate
myself as L would like to, but we must be thank-
ful for small things, because it is the small
privileges and blessings that often bring us the
greatest reward. I am still interested in prog.
ress, and interested in those who belong tome
both in home and socinl#ircles. There are
many yet to be convinced of true spirit-life.
We sometimes see things that do not look to us
truthful and honest, yet there isa purposoc in
all things even in the crude mavifestations. If
all wers genuine the press would not take any
notice of Spiritualism, so, my brother men and
gister women, the fraud, in one sense, does not
hurt you, it only broadens the pathway, and
causes others to investizate, and while they
may pass judgment at the time, they becoms
convinced of truth afterward. Adeline Archer,
Cleveland, O. :

Heury G. Gordon.

Well, friend, you have had many believers
come in this morning, and they rejoice at their
past experiences, I had not the privilege or
the knowledge, and canuot say I understood
spirit-return while in earth-lite. Yet I recog:
nized all through my earthly career the mani-
festation of spirit and its power, but we did not
call it sueh. I think every human soul has
more or less of it all through life, although
sometimes we do not know just what to name
it or just how toaccount for it.

It is hard sometimes for us to know what we
really do believe. I merely return with the
hope that I shall be able to assist some one to
a higher and better life, for that was my mo-
tive in earth-life, and I believed in the com-
mandment *'do unto others as you would have
others do unto youy' and felt it ought to be
observed. hen wel say, “God is our relig-
ion,” then we know that the epirit of truth is
with us, and we fear neither God nor man,

1 have not many left in the earth life, as the
most of them are in spirit; but still faltering
humanity needs uplifting, needs support and
sympathy, [ have been attracted to thosein
earth.life who ate strongly mediumistie, and if
once convinced of their power in the world
they would be a great help toall humanity.
Hence I send this message, believing that
those who will see it will understand each
other botter, and know from whence the power
came. ut me down as Henry . Gordon. My
home whilein earth-life was Springfield, Mass.,
but [ have been out of the body many years.

BMrs, Ira ¥, Hayes.

I have waited some time for this blessed
privilege. 1 promised my friends when I left
them in earth-life that they would hear from
me again, and they have in some respects, but
there are others I have not been able to reach
a3 I desire to. Knowing your valuable paper
(for I took it many years, and I used to love to
gend it around to others that they might read a
line for themselves), reaches the homes and
hearts of so many of our friends, I take this
channel to communicate with them. My hus-
band joins with me in sendingour love and best
wishesfor the sncouragement of all, and to let
them know that wefound on the spirit-side all
we looked for, and that we did meet our
friends, recognized them, and enjoyed them.
I cannot hold the medium this morning, as I
do not understand how to send forth my
thoughts, but have done what I could. Mrs,
Ira V. Hayes, Farmington, N. H. 1 thank you
kindly for your patience, my friend, and I will
try and do better next time.

A Lotter from Abby A. Judson.

NUMBER SIXTY-EIGHT.

To the Editor of the Bauner of Light:

Many persons who enter spiritualistic lines
of thought, and have begun to taste the sweet:
ness counnected with them, think that it can all
be harmonized with their previous opinions
and be assimilated by the mind as easily as by
the heart. We are however of the opinion that
such persons do not discriminate very closely,
and also fail to see the general trend of what is
called Spiritualism. Bye and.bye they find
that their minds have sloughed’ off what once
geemed all-important, or else they come to
something that antagonizes what they still
hold to, and they are plunged into uncertainty
and fear.

The fact is that Naturalism is 60 opposed to
Miraculism in any form that those who think
deeply find that it cannot possibly assimilate
with it. In nothing is the contrast more ap-
parent than in one’s mental attitude to the
dead, and to the mode of disposing of the mor-
tal remains of those who have left the earth
plane.

As regards the so.called dead, miraculism
teaches that they who haveentered the realm of
the suﬁernatural, are no more under the laws
of nature, and that when manifestations come
to mortals from the other side of life, agthe ap-
pearance of Jesus in the upper chamber at Je-
rusalem, the door of which had been securely
Jocked by the timid disciples, or the hearing of
his voice by Paul, they occur in opposition to
nature, and are evidence of the intervention
of a being who works independently of her
laws. ’

Naturalism, on the other hand, demonstrates
that patural law réigns supreme in all phases
of lile, whether physical orspiritual, that every
manifestation of mind by an embodied or a dis-
embodied being must take place according to
unalterable law, and that what seems super-
natural at first becomes to a wider experience

aud outlook » proof that the law ghanges not.
'The God of the universe Ia not revealed by de.
viatlons from Iaw, On the contrary it would
be the aocordanoe of Infinite Intelllgence with
tho lnws of nature that would make thelr emn
nation from that intelllgenco a foregono con-
olunton,

From theso fupdamental dats, wo [nfor that
all belngs who dyop the carth-form in which
wo aro now enoased puss Into wider notlvitios,
In whioh we can best engage, Jusi as now, by
adapting ourselves to tho same laws of nature.
Law, like life, is one and universal; its forms
vary., And all beings in existence, whethor
plant, animal, buman fotus, man that walkel b,
or tho most ndvanced seraph, find growth and
woll-being by self-adaptation Lo the form of
natural law thae provails in the grade of oxist-
ence to which they belong.

So, when we or our friends pass in the course
of time out of this body of dust, there Iy no
oceasion for fear or for permaneut distress,
Ii they have left us behind, we shall miss
them, but we ghall soon follow: if we precede
them to the spirit-world, wo shall miss them
there, and shall grieve if they show inordinate
prief: but we know that they, too, will soon
drop the fetters of clay and come to us in &
brighter realm, Thore is thereforeno occasion
on either side for anguish unspeakable or for
unwise and futile rebellion agzainst the current
of natural law. A little patience, rennion will
come, and all will bo well, whether it be we or
they who will go first.

‘These object lessons we receive from nata-
ralism. The false theories of miraculism, that
we pass out of the realm of nature by the act
of dying, that eternal ségaration eusues be-
tween those who adhere % certain lines of
belief and those wko deny them, that the dis-
embodied cannot communicate with those laft,
behind, nor make any manifestation unless by
miracle, that earth love is lostin divine ab-
sorption, that soul is wholly dennded of natu-
ral form, we have no occasion to cousider
further ia this letter. But in passing we bave
to say that though the poverty of language
leads us to speak of the embodied and the dis-
embodied, yet naturalism demonstrates that
there are no disembodied anywhere. For on
passing out of the form of flesh, the soul is
still enswathed in the more ethereal form
which it possessed and used to a areater or less
degree while on the earth plane, and will ex-
press itself through that form. The possession
of that form here and now makes it quite im.
possible for us to forget what happens to us on
earth. For, though the brain on which the
impressions were made be disintegrated, cor-
responding impressions of passing events were
made on the corresponding organ of the spirit-
ual body, which we shall of course bear with
us as we dwell in the more rapidiy-vibrating
forms of natural existence to which we shall
become adapted by losing the grosser form of
fleshi.

Ag to the disintegrating clay form which we
once inhabited, it is not possible for a progress-
ing spirit to care much about that. While it
ig true that many spirits linger in the grave-
yards where their forms are buried, while the
grosser ones sometimes find it exceedingly’
difficult to get free from the loa;hsoma flesh,
and while many who have got‘.a\ ay from the
body itself siill continue to haﬁﬁé the lozality
or building where they sinned or suffered, we
are deeply sorry for these * spirits in prison.”
These painful cases result from the soul’s not
having progressed while on the earth. May
“all we love and all who love us” learn to live
the pure, natural and helpful life bere, so that
the spiritual body may be effectually used
while here, and the soul become aspiring
enough to enable them to really enter on spir-
itual existence on leaving the form of flesh!
Many who call themselves Spiritualiats fancy
that this happy condition is attained by the
mere act of dying. Alas, alas! thisis not so.

What the children of men desire to bave done
with their own bodies and the bodies of those
they love after becoming tenantless depends
on their race, the age they live in, the religious
creed they have adopted, and their conscious
or unconscious materialism,

The materialism inhering in the religion of
apcient Egypt, which led them to believe that
the soul would, after many ages, again dwell in
the same earth body, was shown by their care-
ful embalming of the dead. The bodies of the
very poor were embalmed just aseffectually as
those of the rich, though they were less pre-
sentable in appearance. All nations who have
believed that the body would be used again by
the former tenant have carefully laid it away.

"The Greeks and Italians, who did not hold
this notion, preferred to burn the bodies of
the dead, especially as they found it more
cleanly and healthful to doso. But as Chris-
tianity obtained a foothold in the Roman Lm-
pire, with its docirine that the actual body
would rise again and be tenanted by the soul,
burying dead bodies came into practice. In
the catacombs in Kome the underground pas-
sages are lined witi tiers of crypts withsliding
doors of marble or other stone, where the
Christians laid the bodies of their dead to
await the re-quickening of the resurrection
morn.

This tenet of Christianity was founded on
the erroneous notion that the earth-bodies of
Encch and Elijah were actually earried to
heaven; and that Jesusentered again the body
that was Iaid in Joseph’s tomb, raised it, used
it in Judea and Galilee, and at last ascended in
it into heaven in the presence of many of the
disciples. As this could not have been done by
patural means, it was a miracle: and the mi-
raculism of the church is largely founded on
this pre¢minently stupendous miracle, and has
been rejected by many scientists, who were
therefore regarded as Atheists. '

It is not definitely known what became of
the body of Jesus. It disintegrated in due
time. Whether the form seen in the upper
chamber was his spirit body seen clairvoyantly
by the disciples, or whether it was * material-
ized” in thatrooin, cannot now be determined,
The church has gaid it was raised again, and
went to heaven; that is miraculism, Wesay
that Jesus went on into spiritual realms ac-
cording to natural law, in his more ethereal
body; that is naturalism, or Spiritualism, the
terms being nearly synounymous.

Since Spiritualism has been more clearly re-
vealed on earth during the last half of the pres-
ent century, many in the church bhave given
up the old tenet that at the resurrection the
old earth-body will be raised, and again inhab-
ited by its former tenant. Many clergymen
now preach about the spiritual body of Jesus
as being seen after his death by the disciples.

Simultaneously with this change in opinion
has come a partial return to the cleanly and
healthful practice of burning the bodies of the
dead, Many prefer cremation, its advocates
are increasing in number, and a return to this

mothod s Inevitable aathe light of sclenos
shlnes more brightly on the earth,

We feel very tonderly to those who Iay the
bodien of thelr doad In our beauttfuf cemetd.
tles, dook the araves with flowers, ovorshadow
them with trees, and record the virtues of the
doparted, and thoir own love for thom on en.
during monumentsof atone. * Old Mortality "’
will contlnue to come, and with mallet and
ohirel keop the lettering and the numbers fresh
and bright, as the sun and tho dew oause them
to fade, While in Philadelphis, I saw the old
man, and his falthful pony, and Waltor Scott
cheering him in his roverential labor, all pic-
tured In stone, at the entrance of laurel 111
Cemetory.

But as time passos on, and thespiritual more
and more prevails, mourning drapery, and
griof-wolghted monuments will diminish, and
tonrs for the dead will be less agonizing as the
great heart of humanity is soothed by the as-
surance that

" Though dead, they havo never dled.”

Yours for humanity and for spirituality,
ABBY A, Jupsoxn.
Arlington, N.J., April 20, 1899,

Answers to Questions

QIVEN THROUGH THE MEDIUMBHIP OF
Ww. J, COLVILLE.

(QUES.~[By Charles 1. Mundy, Geneva, N. Y.].—
11 1 eorrectly understaund the position of Spiritualists,
they claim that " Modern Spirftualism’” dates from
the manifestations thirough the Fox sisters at [ydes-
vitle, N, Y., in 1348, thus making them, as it were, the
corner-stone upon which the whole structure 18
erected., B

Now if my memory serves me rightly, these very
Fox glrls subsequently confessed that these mani-
festations were not due to sptrits at all, hut were
produced by trickery and fraud, I have also anim-
pression that they afterward retracted this confession
and deelared that they were genulne,

Will you kindly inform one who hag but recently
undertaken a serious luvestigation of the-clalms of
Splritualism, and who i3 not only not prejudiced
against it, but, so far as he has gone, rather predis-
posed inlts favor—first, whether my recollection as
to the Fox girls, ag before stated, {3 correct, aud, if
pot, what are the facts? and, second, what hook or
pamphlet will give me all the details connected
with t9

It certainly seems very unfortunate, not to say
foollsh, to atiribute the orlgin of so great avd impor-
tant a revelatlon to persons who, if L am correct in
my memory of the facte, were certainly guilty of
either lying or fraud. and 1he bare counling ot whose
name with the doctrine would be sufliclent, in the
estimation of the cautlous skeptic, to handicap it
with doubt and diseredit.

Perhaps you will consider the questions of sufti-
clent Importance to your general readers to merlt an
answer in the columus of your journal.

Ans.~We think our questione{r is quite right
in stating that there was a time when at least
one of the Fox sisters (of whom there were
three) recanted her faith in Spiritualism under
extreme financial pressure, at the instigation
of some quite unserupulous persons, who cared
nothing for Spiritualism one way or another,
but, being in the traveling-show business, and
hard up for cash and new attractions, felt that
one of the original Fox sisters *‘exposing”
the trickery of Spiritualism would be a draw-

ing card. It must be remembered that two of

the sisters, Kate and Margaret, were very
susceptible, easily-influenced persons, and
when their history is fully known, the part
they played in the history of Modern Spirit-
ualism will no longer appear obscure. Histor-
ical facts are utterly impartial and unsenti-
mental, and it is simply a fact that on the 318t
day of March, 1848, at Hydesville, in the home
of the Fox family, the mysterious phenomena
oceurred which Jed to the world-wide interest
in Spiritualism -which shortly followed. No
ir't8lligent person is particularly proud of the
early history of the spiritualistic movemeat,
80 far as its outermost expressions go; but as
the circumstances of the case must be truth-
fully stated, history cannot be altered because
of the subsequent conduct of two highly sen-
sitive and not very finely-balanced women,

It is quite true that the Fox sister who did
recant repented of her recantation, and when
she discovered into what a gorry trap she had
been led by uuscrupulous adventurers, she
very soon awoke to the consciousness that only
her enfeebled condition, need of money, and
the very strong pressure brought to bear upon
her had led to her temporary disloyalty to
truth.

1{ honest investigators pursue their inguiries
far into the intricacies of mediumship they will
not find the Fox episode very difficult to ex-
plain. Consider the following propositions,
and then judge for yoursa ves whether the con-
duct of two of the Fox Sisters was so very re-
markable after all: In the\first place the three
little girls in 1848 wero ayrprised and aston.
ished, doubtless more or lesg frightened by the
demonstiations, and then v;ry much tired and
worrieG by the continual demands made upon
them by all sorts of peoplq{ who from all varie-
ties of motives invaded their home, and sub-
jected them to every,ert of annoyance, and
frequent humiliation. In the second place the
origin of fraud must be counsidered as not un-
natural, for as every investigator knows it is
jmpossible to procure genuine physical mani-
festations on every desired oceasion, therefore,
if the children knew any tricks it is not won-
derful if sometimes, when nothing genuins was
forthcoming, they would snap their toe joints,
and do various other things which led some
seemingly well-informed people to declare that
the whole performance was vulgar chicanery.

When in ber later years one of the sisters
found herself stranded, and found a business
manager only too ready to make capital out of
a2 gensational performance promising to ex-
pose Spiritualism, she ne doubt trumped up
gome of the tricks of her girlish days and re-
produced the toe-joint snappings, which were
pever the same as the genuine raps, which
often came in showers all over the room and
frequently in a large hall at adistance of many
feet from the medium’s body., We deem it
Tionest to confess that the modern spiritualis-
tic movement did originate with the “Roch-
ester knockinge,” even though the whole Fox
history is not a pleasing one. We cannot get
rid of historic personalities who have figured
largely in any world-wide movement, because
there areshadows as well as lights prominent
ip their career. Treasures are indeed very
often placed in very poor ‘‘earthen vessels,”’
and history has certainly repeated much of its
phenomena mauny times since Paul wrote his
epistles. For ourselves, we have always taught
the universality and continuity of spiritual
revelations, but we have never sought to deny
that there were special events and epochs in
history marking culminations and commence-
ments in manifested spiritual power,

We differ from many Spiritualists in our
view of the present Spiritualistic movement,
because we do not regard it asthe sign of a'new
dispensation, but only as & preparation there-
for. Itisnot reasonable to regard the chaotic
even though useful and necessary work of
what is called Modern Spiritualism as the min-
istry of a new age or oyole, but it may be
rightly viewed as pertinent to a period of tran-

w

sition, Aethere oame marvelous phenomona
fifty-oue yenrs ago, which started thought and
provoked Inqulry and agltation the woelk! over,
no when this preliminary parfod In at an end
thero will come .a higher olaas of demonstra-
tion ndapted to the.riper or maturer condition
of the publio mind, Fifty-ono years ago it was
nocessary to have orude apponls to oonrse con-
ditlons, but when tho traly splritual work
commonces on its higher plane thore will be
no noed for a repotition of the old methods.
For an exact nocount of the enrliest recorded
phenomena the questionor ix reforred to Emma
Hardinge's ** Twenty Yenrs of Modern Spirit
ualism,” out of print, but in many librarles.
We knoow of no work which goes acourately
and fully into all the detalls of that blot on the
history of one of the Fox sistors, which not
unuaturally somewhat disconcerts our quos-
tionor, whose memory appears sufliciently cor.
rect on the main points to need ne further in-
formation. The chief losson to be learned
from the disagreeable episodo is that when
highly mediumistic persons allow themselves
to get into all sorts of company, and when
those who employ their services prove utterly
regardless of their true welfare, it may not be
long before some adventurons human shark
will appear on the scene to capture an easy
vietim.

At one time when we were in Boston one bf
the Fox sisters was exploited as an exposer of
the tricks of Spiritualism. The performance
wag a failure, because by trickery she could
not produce the reguired phenomena; the
manager absconded with the receipts, and the
poor woman who had been hoodwinked was
left to reflect in homeless poverty upbn the
folly as well as sin of denying what she knew
to be a truth, in the vain hope of gaining a few
ill-gotten dollars which she did not get. She
sinned, she suﬁ}ered. she repented, and at the
Jospitable homd of & sincere friend in Brooke
lyn (Mrs,/Etaily B. Ruggles, since passed to
spirit-life) she recaperated and gave honest
evidences ofy genuine mediumship, ‘'Let the
dead past bury its dead,” and let the Spiritu-
alists of to-day seek to prove in the living pres-
ent that real spiritual communion is possible
and profitable in the here and now. Let not
any inquirer be troubled aver these things.

An Echo from Ball’s Bluff,
If Not a Spirit, Will Scientists Explain.

BY FRED L. HILDRETIH,

October 21, 1861, I stood on a bluff overlook-
ing the Potomac river on the Virginia side,
facing an open space of some six acres sur-
rounded by dense woods. My vosition was in
the centre of the Fifteenth Masgs, Infantry,
drawn up in line of battls, with the State
colors of the regimen$ in charge, watching
the conflict going on botween the Northern
and Southern troops at that time. All of a
sudden the firing lulled, and 1 could hear a
blue jay’s shrill note, no doubt protesting in
bird language against the invasion of his do-
main by man. About this time Gen. &I, D,
Baker came up and spoke in a cheerful voice,
bidding us stand tirm, then passed behind the
crest of a small knoll where the artillery was
stationed. -

During this time, while standing near a
large tree, the comrade at my left was shot in
the top of his head while ramming down a car- )
tridge in his musket, and fell over upon me
liteless. I was wondering bow he could have
been hit in that manner, when I saw Gen.
Baker again, accompanied by two sharpshoot-
ers, in front of our line, pointing up in the
tree over my head. One took a hurried aim,
fired, and down fell a man, clothed in North-
ern uniform, at my feet. I asked why the
(reneral was having his own men shot, when a
comrade, turning the prostrate form over, re-
marked that he had a Confederate uniform
under the blue; and we learyed later that the
Confederate had stripped it from one of our
comrades shot earlier in the day, donned it,
climbed the tree, and was discovered by Gen.
Baker while in the act of firing at him.

Years passed: the circumstance had long
been forgotten, the war had closed. I had
mentioned it to no one at home. We were
seated about the table one evening in 1867,
when my mother, who was a writing medium,
laid aside her work, grasped a peucil and pa-
per and wrote: * Perhaps you would not care
to talk with a Reb,” pushing it over to
me. I welcomed the spirit, and asked where
he knew me? Hewrote: “I was in a tree and
tried to shoot you, but later was shot myself.”
It took me quite a while to learn concerning
him, for I had forgotten it, and no one else
knew of the incident; but I finally found his
name was Richard Holman, from near Iuka,
Mississippi, and belonged to one of the Missis-
sippi regiments that we fought at Ball’s Bluff
in 1861, Then his mother, whoee name was Re-
becca Holman, came and wished Yo know if I
knew her boy?

Years passed again, and a group of survivors
of the Mass. Fifteenth went on an excursion
to the old battlefields of past years. I was in-
vited, but was too ill to go. One of wy tent-
mates, however, was among the number, and
wishing to learn if it were true or false, I asked
him to examine the headboards for the Con-
federate’s name which he did, and found all
as represented in the burial place near Lees-
burg, Virginia. How do the wise-heads ex-
plain this fact? My mother knew uothing
about it. I had long forgotten the circum-
gtance, did not even kunow he shot at me, his
name, State, regiment, nor if he was buried at
all in the confusion of battle.

T have bad to be brlsfin this article, so0 as
not to take up your valuable space, but have
given the main facts, Strange threads, Mr.
Editor, are woven in the warp and woof of hu-
man lives, and here isa chance for the doubter
to puzzle his brains over the source of my in-
formation, if it did not come from Spirit Rich-
ard Holman of the Confederate Army.

- —

Verification of Spirit Message.

To the Editor of the Banner of Light:

We read in your paper, the BANNER OF
LicHT, a message from a spirit by the name of
TroMAS WATSON. I, his wife, write to thank
you, and to say that it is right, .He was killed
in Erie three years ago this smonth., We were
glad to hear from him. Thgnk you very much
for letting him come. Iap, Mns. WaTsox,

46 Church street, Titusvile, Pa., April 28.

-

SHAKSPEARE'S SONNETS, — Here’s a new
Shaksperean theory advanced by former Judge
Jesse Johnson, of the New York bar: The
Judge takes the decidedly novel view that
Shakspeare’s sonnets were written not by him,
but to him by a friend, and the oddest part of
the thing is that the Judge takes his theory
geriously.— Ez.
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What Spiritualism is Dolng,

BY PHOKBE W, BENSEL,

It {8 glving to mankind « highor and better
standard of life as it yhould be lived; it s, by
the force of its knowredu'e and wisdom, break-
fng the links in tho chalns that have Leld men
bound in ignorance and superstition, and the
ghackles of old dogmas and ancient creeds are
falling from them, and they are standing forth
free, in the glorious light and liberty of a
grander manhood, a nobler womanhood. It is
leading us by strange and untrodden paths
into broader and more fortile fields of art aud
literature, of science and philosophy, and of a

" religion that shall purify and uplift the whole

human race; it is clearing away the mists of
folly and ignorance that have blinded our eyes
for so long, and is enabling us to see with a
clearer vision the possibilities that lie buried
deep within our own souls,

Through Spiritualism we are awakeningtothe |

fact that through z}]l the ages of the past man
has never been educated in the spiritual sense,
that the wondertul souipower, which shall
1ift him into broader realms of thoughtand
into a higher plane of life has been lying dor-
mant; but Spiritualism has broken the ground
and sown the seed of this higher educatipn
which Is to eliminate so much of evil and igno-
rance, 80 much of poverty and sin and suffer-
ing from humanity.

Ringing down through all the cycles of the
past, from the lips of the purest and noblest, of
those who once lived on the earth.plane, have
come beautiful messages of love and kindness,
of peace and charity, prozlaiming to all, in
words whose echoes shall sound forever, that
grand, universal law of brotherly love that
must and shall, to a certain extent, govern the
universe—~a law which is founded on love and
love alone; a law wlich, through this infinite
power of love, shall revolutionize all things in
this material world and shall bring home to
the minds and souls of men the knowledge and
power tolive in accordance with that divine
law which the great spirit of all has laid down
for us to follow, and through thislaw humanity
shall be bound together in the bonds of peace,
the bonds of fidelity, the bonds of charity and
kindness, and the bonds of a boundless unity
which shall make all men and all women broth-
ors and sisters in heart and sonl. And looking
down the shining pathway of the future we
can see that, through this law, much of sorrow
and distress, much of poverty and crime, much
of sensuality and impurity shall have been
banished, and joy and gladness, comfort and
peace, pure thoughts and high aspirations are
taking their place. And it needs no seer’s eye
to see or prophet’s tongue to tell that, before
mabny decades have passed, wherever thereis
strife and warfare, wherever gray-haired men,
bowed with the burden of years, are asking for
help and care, wherever helpless women are
crying for the comfort and protection which
should be theirs, wherever little hungry chil
dren ave, with outstretched hands, hegging for
bread, there shall Spiritualism’s white banner
float, bringing peace and hope, happiness and
comfort to all.

Motherand Baby Gove tothe Summer
Land.

Funeral services were held at her late home
in Malden over Mrs, Alice Beth Allen, a char-
ter member of the Progressive Spiritualist So-
cisty of Malden, and wife of Mr. E. Percy Allen,
and her little infant daughter, Harriet Soper

Allen. The services were conducted by Mr.
Wm. M. Barber, President of thesociety. Mrs.
@G, A. Wade sang a beautiful song, ** ‘Touch of a
Vauished Ifand,” and a duet was sung by Mrs,
Wm. Barber and Mrs, Wade, ** We ’ll Never Say
Good-Bye.” Mr, Barber used selections from
the Burial Service for Spiritualists, and the
Bible, and two poems written for the occasion
were read, and a most consoling prayer was
offered, and remarks well chosen and comfort-
ing were made by Bro. Barber.

I'his is the first loss from the ranks of the so-
ciety, and one that will be telt, as Mrs. Allen
had a pure spiritual nature, and her voice,
which 8o often joined in song, will be sadly
missed. She was the daughter of Mrs. Clara
Fagin, the medium of thesocisty, and our syra-
pathy goes out to her, and the husband, who
has had to bear the parting from earth-life with
his dear help meet. We give the poems writ-
ten for the occasion by a member of the soci-
oty, entitled, A DPrayer for Comfort,” and
“The Answer,” below:

A PRAYER FOIR COMFORT.

Oh! Ged, we turn to thee in this sad nour

We c¢an but trust to thes, aud in thy power
To comfort and sustain the mourning heart
When all seems dark and desolately sad,
‘And life s dreary, .
Ob} God, to thee we turn with hear: aweary,

Dear spirit {riends, now resting safe in heaven,
We mourn our loss, although we feel thy paly,

Help ug to feel and kuow thy presence given
Qur weak and sad condition to sustain:

Yor life I3 weary,

Ol {riends, we turn to thee with heart aweary,

Ob! loving ones, now risen to your blessing,
Pray for our grieving hearts some comfort given;
But give with all your prayers a fond caressing
To Ii{t our poor hearts trustingly to heaven;
Our hearts so dreary,
Dear irlends, we turn to thee with hearts aweary.

We turn to God, but still in thiygsadhour
Weo needs must feel our loved ones™aver near,
For life In heaven’s choicest, greenes?bower
Were vain and sad without ourdoved ones dear;
Qur hearts ne'er dreary, ’
Dear friends, with thee, nor hearts aweary,

THE ANSWER,
Ob! friends, with hearts so dreary, I turn to thee,
I kuow your sad covdition, and T feel
Your love, and now some comfort it shall be
My power to gtve, and show for your blest weal
Life i3 not dreary, ]
Oht loving friends, I turnto you with heart acheery,

On! loved and loving ones, I am not far away,
1 catnot leave you o your sadness now,

For though in heaven’s brightest, choicest day
My spirit safe were resting, I°d not allow

Your hearts so dreary

Whilst mine in heaven were all acheery,

So think of me, not as one Jdead and cold;
But with you always till your day is done;
I’m but translated where hearts ne'er grow old,
And ever walting for your day to come,
That day 30 cheery,
0Oh! Joved ones [ ever shall be near thee,
ALICE,

“ Ricfépii'itualists. »

To the Edltor of the Banter of Light*

There is an article in the BANNER oF Licur,
Light of Truth and Progressive Thinker, headed
“Rich Spiritualists,” by Solon Lauer, in which
he gives his reasons why rich Spiritualists do
not donate some of their wealth for the up.
building of the spiritual Cause. The reasons
given 1 do not think are strictly correct in
every particular, but might be said to be quite
plausible. .

It has often been said by our opponents that
there have not been any institutions estab-
lished by Spiritualists for the good of the spir-
jtual Cauge. There is one way liberal-minded
men might do a good work for the cause of
Spiritualism, in which Mr. L—'s objections
would not apply, and that is to make a home

For Over Fifty Years

Mes. WINsLOW'S 800THING SYRUP has been used for
t;hlldrel}l teet.hllng.l It soothels dmel ghl;gh s&(?i]%sbgg
gams, allays all pain, cures wind co

l\moéy for marfhma. Twenty-five cents & bottle.

for old people, inoluding worn.out and neg.
lected mediums, Spirituallsts and lberal
rninded persons, where they could enjoy the
freedom of thelr own bellef, untrammeled by
orthodox teachings, Such an Institution could
be made partly soll-sustaining by the work
belng all, or nearly all, done by the inmntes of
such a home, When the home was well estab.
lished on a sure foundation, there would then
be a good opportunity for liberal Spirituallsts
to maka donutions for the beneflt of suoh as
noed help and assistance.
)I was an inmato of a home for the aged, in
'l hiladelphia, P’a., from April 27,97, to Aug. 5,
98—{ifteen months and nine days, 1 paid my
way by work, It was go-called non-sectarian,
but;not;.lgbeml in ity true sense, Thers were
two ‘Spirituallsts there beslde myself: one
passed on to the other side of life about one
year ago. While I was there 1sorely felt the
need of such & home for liberal and prozressive
people.

Ihave written the above merely as suzgestive
for any one who may be interested on that. line
of humanitarian work, Husaxniry,

Passed to Spirvit-Life.

Frony his home, No. 7 Blgelow street, Cambridge, Mass.,
MR, SIMEON SNOW, aged 70 years 3 months and 3 days,

My, Snow was a4 mueh respeeted efthzen, He was ang
thve of Orleans, Mass , but had restded In Cambridge many
years, serving tn the Chty Governanent as Alderinan during
378 amd 1879, He was an active business man for many;
years, i the feather business, having retired some twenty
years ago,

He wis o firme Spivltualist and his Spirltyadism was a
knowledge, Ile was s direetor at Berkelev Hall several
Years, and i regulap attendant at Onset. He wasa true
friend to medim and was alwiys a triend In neeit.  He
will he greatly missed at Onset and all gatherings of Spir-
ftuallsts by his many friends.

Mr, Snow Jeaves a wldow, two sons and 8 daughter, who
mouriy s absence In the material form, but wno know
that his spivtioal presence 1s with them. The funeral was
on Saturday, April 15, at 2 1nm., and was largely attended
by relatives and friends. The serviees were condurted by
the weiter, assisted by the Rev, George W, Bleknell and
the Cambridge Male Quartet, W, H. Rose and E, I, Holden,
tenors, wnd B, Otis Dantortn and Franeis L. Pratt, bassos,
who rendered some beantiful selections, fitting trivntes to
our arfsen brother. The tloral tokens—tmbutes of love
trom his family and friends—w ere very beautifo),

May the truth of spirlt communton be the comfort to his
companton and children while they are passing under the
shadow of sorrow, snd may they feel that they have the
spiritual presence of the husband and father—a eomfort
thitt falleth mortals to give them—hut they have our sym-
pathy in this thelr bour of sorrow. Muy loving angoels
bring them vidings of Joy from the departed one, that they
““}billrmow,:\s did he that theve is no death, but allis eter-
nal life.

It was my privilege to have known Brother Snow over
thirty yeavs, and I .always found him a true friend.

MR3, SARAH A BYRNES,

From Falrhaven, Mass., carly Wednesday morning, April
12, 1890, WILLIAM 8. GUILD, aged 88 years,

IIe was a noble man and a veteran Spiritualist, whoe
“lived his Spleftualisin,”  He passed from this Hfe to that
heyond, teaving his two daughters, one in t' e home he left
and the other in distant Ching, to conremplate whither and
to what puarpose, but with the knowledge of Spirituall-m
to assist and reconeile. The funeral was held on the fol-
lowlng Saturday, the writer, with the Rev, William Brun-
ton assisting, ofliciated, The service, though solemn, was
soul-cheerfng, and the heneficence of Sphitualism was
wuly felt by all, relagdves and frienads,

J. FRANK BaXTER,

From lier home in Awmberst, Masgs,, Aprit15, 1893, Jane |-

CrLowgs STiLgs, wife of Waldo L. Stiles, aged 47 years.

The deceased possessed an attractive personality, her
sty disposition and similing faee winning for er many
friemis, She was not afraid to go, nud bore her physical
sufferings with great fortitude. Mvs, Stiles wias a valuea
member of the local Woman's Rellef Corps. Aued parents,
several brothers two sisters, a hushand and four children
are left to mourn herJoss, The funeral services were con-
ducted by Rev. Willlam Ballou, the Unitarian clergyman,
of Awmberst.

On the morning of Aprit§,1819, Mus, CaroLINg H, HEN-
DERSON, in her 74th year,

Mrs, Henderson died at her birthpliace, Erie P, wheve
much of ber useful and helpful life was spent.  Anardent
Spivitualiss, she devoted her enersivs and adarge portion
of herample means to the upbuilding and spread of the
Cause. A devoted phllanthropist, her ready help was
never withheld from any worthy charity, A central figure
Is removed from Cassadaga Camp, her smnmer home, as
wellus from the old Evie home which she so dearly loved.

“Obitery Notices nol over twenty lines in length are pub-
lished gratuitonsly.  When exceeding that number, toenly
cents for each additional line will be charged. Ten werds on
an averade make « lnee  No poetry admitted under ta above
heading. ]

| ,Z\NALYZED'L
BY WHBACH |

".
AUTHOR QOF

BIG BIBLE STORIES
AND OTHER WORKS

RN I A

1ae great gemand for “BIG BIBLE STORIES” hasin-
duced the author tooffer another book upon a biblieal topte.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS have been considered to
be the onty true moral guide, and togive the exact standing
of the Bible upon atl moral and relizious topies—which is
not the case. THYE BIBLE gives them in two different
forms and in thre s ditferent places, and it CONTRADICTS
EVERY ONI as positively asitgives it. This book takes up
each Commandiment, then quotes places where THE SAME
POWER that gave the Connmandments gave others exactly
the oppusite,

Paper, 23 eents,

Forsate by BANYNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING Co.

eow
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SPIRITUALISM.

B JUDGE JOHN W. EOMONDS, - - -
: and DR, GEORGE T. DEXTER

This Excellent Work Has Been Reissued by
W. H. TERRY, MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA,
Editor of Harbinger of Light,

IN TWO VOLUMES,

This work haslong been out of print, and diffeult
toobiain even at n high price. Both volumes are re
plete with solid thought and offer the

READING PURLIC
A RARE OPPORTUNITY

to study these eminent writers at
FIRST HAND,
T ————

The spirit teachings of these volumes are of a high order |~

and purport to come from such wise splrits as Emanuel
Swedenborg and Lord Bacon, Itls not too much to say
that these communications reflect credit upon the splrlts
who gave them, without regacd to thelr names and social
standing on éarth,

The automatic writings through DR, DEXTER and many
of JUDGE EDMONDS'S wXalted vislons, as well as those of
his daughter,are described o full, No thoughtful §pliritual.
{st showd be without both volunes.

Rold either in sets or singly. The first volume con.
tains 301 octavo pages, with a fine portrait o Judye
Edmonds. The second volume containg 440 puges
with afine sketch of o =cene in the apirit-world
Price per volume, 82.00,

For sale by BANNFR OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO

SPIRITS' BOOK;

Contalning the Principles of 8piritist Doctrine on the Im-
mortality of the Soul: the Nature of $pirits and their Re-
latlons with Men; the Moral Law; the Present Life, the
Future Life, and the Destiny of the Human Race, accord.
ing to the Tvnching;ﬂ of 8pirits of hlgh degree, transmit.
tcﬁ through various Mediutns, collected and ses {n order by
Allan Kardec.

Translated from the French,from the Hundred and Twen
tieth Thousand, by Anua Blackwell.

The transiator’s preface, mvlnqi as it does,a fine and
readablo sketch of Rivall's (or “ Kardec’s”) experiences,
aud the exquisitely finished steel-plate portrait of this cele.
brated gentleman, are of themselves worth almost the en-
tire price of the book.

Prrnted from duplicste Englieh nslates. on white paper
large 12ma, pp 438, elnth: nrice A1, :

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO,

L 1]
st Cou aates Good, Uno PN
a y drugilsta,

Nov 19

atarch Gannot be Gured
Catareh Gannot be Cure
With LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they ennnot reach the
sent of the disense, Catarrh is & blood or constitutional dis.
onage, and In order to cure U you must take Internal reme.
dies, Hall's Catarrh Cure 18 1aken Internatly sud nets df-
rectly on the Mood and ucous surliaces, Iall's Catarrh
Cure 18 not o quack wedleine, It wid presestboed by one
of tho best physfelans in tbls country for years, and 15 o
regular: presertptlon: -IC-18 eomposed of the hest tontes
known, comhined with the best blood purliiers, neting dl-
rectly on the mncous surfaces, The perfect combination
of tho two fngredients 18 what produces sueh wonderful
vesults in eurtng Catarrh,  Send for testimonials, free.
I J CHENEY & CO., Props,, Toleds, O,
Sold by drugglsts, pr

STRIL CUREB!
PEELER'S SURE RHEUMATIC CURE

I3 the only remedy that can be ealled i speeifie for Rheuma.
tUsi, a4t eapes ninery-efghtoutof o nondred eases, 1L will
also eure Steicture and Varicose Velns, and 1imbs that havo
been drawu up by riewmatism, - Many hundreds of people
have been eured.

Rewd what Mre Henshaw says:

1 have been asulferer for twenty years, 1 had a severe
attack about the firsr of September list, In November 1
commenced 1o tike your Rbewmatie Cuve, Twas relleved
al once. Ater faking four bottles all signg of disease had
pisappeared. Have had woretucn 1o date,

THos, A, TTENSHAW,
- § Hotlis Place, Boston, Muss.!
{His h;j,: was badly drawn up.)

hiw

Price 1,00 per bottle, 8ix bottles, %5.00.
Sent :XPress only at purchaser’s expense.

: pen
Forsale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.
€0w :

A Fast Dve Free

We wish to PROVE to EVERY LADY that * PERFEC-
TION" Dyes nmke the FA> . NTRONGEST, and
BRIGUTEST Colors. and we ke ¢ Hheral offer as un
indueenent to try thew, Send 10 ets, for a packese of our
New Bliek (yvour ehoiee fur woul or eotton) and vou wiil
atso receive o larze pkoob Turkey Red for cotton FRER I
you enclose this adverticement in your letter, Write at onee,
W, CUSHING & €Oy Box g, Poxeroft, Muine

s, #uid Life-Sized Portralts,
oamtf

National Spiritualists’ Association

NCORPORATED 1893, Headquarters 600 Pennsylvania

Avenuse, South-East, Washington, D.C. All Spiritualists
visiting Washington cordially invited to call. Contributing
membership (81,00 a year) can he procured individually by
sending fee to the Secretary at the above address, :\mf re-
celving a handsome certificate of the sume, with one copy
each of N. 8. A, Reports for "7 and '98.

A fow coplesof the Repoits of Conventions of '93, 94, 95,
‘% and 97, still on hand, Coples ny to "97 25 cents cach,
'97 and '98 nay be procurced, the two for 35 conts; singly, 25
cents,

MERS. MARY T. LONGLEY, 8ec’y, Pennsylva.
nla Avenue, S, E.,, Washington, D. C. t4 Feb, 20,

Slate Wiiters, éanc
Feb. 4,

OR THE FIRST TIME in the history of the Spiritual

movement that unything like a compilation of the
the names of the cartier mediumg, speakery, workers, lec.
turers and prominent advoceates, ete., ever been at
tempted, appears in the Address of GLORGE A, BAOON,
The IPassing of the Grand Avmy of Spirvitual
Pioneers, dellvered at the recent Golden Jubllee at
Rochester, N, Y. This Httle pamphlet is a thuely and val
uable tribute to those who became Identified with the
cause in the years agone, All Spirftualisis should bave a
copy. Price 5 cents.
Forsale by BANNER OF LIGHT PURLISHING (0.

WE RECOMMEND -

The following Oceult booklets by ErNest LooMIS:

Power of Cooperavive Thought to Produee Results hn all
Bustuess and Art: Love §s Power; Waoman's Qcenlt Forees;
How to Rule your Kingdom; Useful Oceult Practices; Kso.
terie Laws of II:lpPincns; Oceult Helps; Oceultism inaNut-
shetl; Marrfage; How to create Opportunities; Your Tal
entsy Health; hc:\m\ Reelpes; Methods of Using Qeeult
Powers; Methods of Self-Help; Methods of Svlf-HelP
Through Self-Knowledge; Methods of Seif-Help Through
Self Trust; Foods and Moods, a Plan of Self-Culture and
Self-Help.  Price 15 centy each, or any twelve for 31.50.
Send to OCCULT SCIENCE LIBRARY, 70-72 Dearhorn st.,
Chicago, Ill. Cow June 4.

Mrs. A. B. Severance

IS NO'T A FORTUNE TELLEE; but glves psycho-
metric, Impressional and prophetic readings to Ipro-
mote the health, happiness, prnslnerlxy and spiritual unfold-
ment of these who seek her adviee, People in poor health,
weak, disconraged, sufferfug from anxiety and misfortune,
are advised to consult her, Nature’s own remedies, simple,
etlicaclous and Inexpensive, are preseribed.

Trull veading, 21,00 and fonr 2-cent stnmkw.q. Address 1300
Maiu street, White Water, Walworth Co., Wis,

Mention BANNER oF Licum, 28w IF'eh, 4,

"

Hindoo Test Psychometer.
EST instrument yet devised for writing by psyehie
foree, Attractive {n appearanee and rapid lnaction,

while a siinple device atfords a perfeet test of all communi-

catlons, Sent prepald for one dollar. Azents wanted.
Feb, 11 13we HERBERT & €O., Akroy, Ohlo.

ASTONISHING OFFER.

END three ‘é‘u\tstamps,lockor halr, name, age, sex, one
Bg

leading symp ,z;%l your (isease will be diagnosed free
hy spirit power. MRSUR,DOBSON-BARKER, Han Josd,0al,
Aprit 1 13w+

A Rare Chance

To Secure Valuable Bcoks
At Greatly Reduced Prices.

For a limited time—\;e shall offer either of
the following named Books, which have
heretofore retailed at $1,00 PER COPY,

For 25 Cents Fach !

It vurchased at the store, and 10 cents ad-

ditional if sent by mail:

Life Line of the Lone One;

Or, Autobiography of Warren Chase. By
the Author, Those who sympathize with
the many great purposes, high aspirations,
broad charity, and noble individuality of
the author, will give wide circulation among
the young to this autobiography of Warren
Chase.

Visions of the Beyond,

By a Seer of To-day;
Or, Symbolic Teachings from the Higher
Life. Edited by Herman Snow.

A Galaxy of Progressive Poems
' By John W. Day.

Each purchaser canhavo chotee of either of
above named hooks, and inaddition five differe
pamphlets or magazines, from our slightly soil
stock, will be given free with ench book. .

This offer affords n grand opportunity
every one to securs a fine collection of progres
ive literature for missionnry purposes at a ve
small outlay.

Send in your orders at once tothe BANNE
OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO. .
eow

Pilate’s Query,

A Story revealing the Spirftualistic Philosophy. By 8.
C, CLARK.

This {3 one of the strongest and most convineing books,
setting forth the clahns and the data of Spiritualism, ever
written. The work is put inthe form of a novel, and it por-
trays the soul-history of a young manand his wife, with
whose marriage the story commences, The title of the book
is taken from the New Testament, Pilate’s famons question,
“'What i3 Truth?" The husband is a doubter and investiga-
tor in rellglous matters, while his wife Is an orthodox be-
Hever In Eplscopalianism; and this ditference of opinion
leads bim to fnvestigate {n order to find out for himseit
“What fstruth.”

A chance meeting with a distinguished Theosophist con-
firms Reginald Speare’s determination to answer Pllate

uery for himself, instead of heh\ﬁ content with the apa.
thetic doubts that he had formerly held on all religious ques.
tions. The first question to engage his attention was wheth.
er death means annihilation or tho beginning of another

e.

Price, cloth, ®1.25 3 paper, 30 cents. ’
For salely BANniZR OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.
May 6. oam

Wediums m Boston,

J. K. D. Conant,

Trance and Business Psychometrist,

SITTlN(IS dably from 10 A.M. to 4 .M, 8% Bosworth
nlnael. Communleate Telephone 3694, Boston,
ay 6.

George T. Albro

N and after November Ist will glve a few hours ench
weel for the devslopmient of Medlumship,
Consuftatton and advice pREE regarding mediumistic
gifts, 31 Rubland street, Boston. May 6.

_0sgood F. Stiles,

EVELOPMENT of Mediumship and Treatment of Ob-
seslon a speclalty,

. M3, OSGOOD F. STILES,
Clalrvoyant Bustness Sittings, Hours from 10to 4. No. 53
Chandlur street, Boston wr Apr, 29,

[
Dr. Abbie K. M. Heath

(\l\'lis shttings by wmall for Cladrvovant Daenosts and

X ceneral advice vpon BUSINESS. HEALTH, WEALTII,
LOSSES, CROSSES, and the POWER to vise above FATE,
Bend ok of hatr, dute of bieth, Tull name, and gL06 Medi-
eines sl Magpetized Remedles, with directions tor Soul
Unfoldment, #.00 per month — Address Hotel Dover, 71 Do-
vv{']mn(-;'(, Boston, Mass, Oftice hours Lta y oM,

May 6,

Mrs. A. Peabody-McKenna

UBINESS, Testand Developiug Medium. Bittings daily.
Olrcles Bunday and Thursday eveunings at 8 o'clock,
and Tuesday afternoons at 3 o’clock, 8ix Developing
Sl%}lnﬂg for 84,00, 13 Warrenton st., near Washlngton st,
May 6.

«

Amelia Summerville
Obesity Remedy.

Also good for Diabdetes
and Bhoumatism,

No dleting nocessary. Full directlons on
Prico §2.00 per hox, or three boxes for §5.00, overy box,
Amelin Summerville
Jan 16, tft ¥. 0. Hox 382, N. Y. Oity, U. 8. A,

FLETCHER,

ORLD RENOWNED PSYCHIC, Advice upon all hu.
IV manaflabrs, Busess - fealtt, Troubles, Compliea.

tlons, ete. Letters answered 144 West 42 N,
R 3 14\\' £ West 42d st, N, Y, City,

Dr. Fred. L. H. Willis
GLENORA. YATESN ¢o, N, Y.

F()R thirty years bis success in treating chronic dlseases
i both kexes has been phenomenal, Bend for circulaes
E’»_l_(flvxﬁl:prerences and termsy. May 21,

'FRED P, EVANS,

VLE World-Famed Slate-Writing Med
\Wﬁst] £2d street, New Yorrk City, Occullg liooﬁ(s‘flfljrnﬁ:‘.
Apr t

N RS, JENN1E CROSSY, the Isychic Reader

LY.L and Healer, has removed to 71 Irving Place, Brookiyn

y.y. Life readings by mall, 8L60; six uestions, wcentl:

:34:113(1l (If‘xte of birth, Circley l"rld:\yevcuings at 8 o'clock,
el eow

T N TR e
I\Oth\le()R ST. LEON, Scientific Agtrolc.
er; thirty yeaw’ practice. 108 West 17th
Slxtﬁ A'venue, New York., Personal Intervlews?tﬂfﬁgg: nea
¥

Nov. 21,

Ella Z. Dalton, Astroieger,

HALDEAN aud Eg{ptlan Astrology. Life-Readings
qlven from the cradle to the grave. Advice given on
all kinda of Business, Also Teacher of Astrology. Keadings

814\(}0 and upwards, 8% Boaworth street, Boston.
May 6.

MRS. THAXTER,

Banner of Light Bullding, Boston, Mass.

[
May 6.

Marshall Q. Wilcox.

TWHAGNETIC Healer, 8)% Bosworth st., Room'$, Banner of

Light Bulldlm{ Boston, Mass. Ofiice hours, 9 to 12 A,
M,ltofe.m. Wi {visit patlents at restdence by anpotut.
ment. Magnetized paper, §1.00 2 package.

May 6,

Mrs. Maggie J. Butler,
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT,

175 Tremont street, Evaus House, Boston, from 10 to 4,
Mar. 25 13w+

Miss Annie J. Webster,
L TRANCE MEDLUM,

119 L Strect. South Boston, Maxs,
Mar. 18, i

Willard L. Lathrop,

LATE-WRITING. tlours 10 to 3 dally. 90 Berkeley
street, sulte 1, Bostun, Tw* May 6.

Mrs. Fannie A, Dodd,

233 Tremont street, corner of BEliot street, Boston,
May . Jwe

Mrs. Florence White,

Medium, and Sclentitic Palmist, 175 Tremont street, Boston,
Ma. 4 tr

B RS AL FORESTER, Trance and Business
~ Medium, 27 Unfon Park street, SBuite 5, Boston, 10to 5
April 15 dw*

N Y e 'l"‘"’T T
College of Psychical Neiences,
HE only one in the world for the unfoldment of all Spir-
ftual Powers, Psyehometry, Clairvoyance, Insplmleou
ITealing, Nlumination, Tor terins, cireniars, percentage of
psycehical power, send a stamped addressed envelope to J,
C. F. GRUMBINE, author and tectuger, 396) Langley Ave.
nue, IFlat 3, Chlcago.

“Clatrvoyance: Tts Natare and Law of Unfoldment) A
work of lumination. Teaches how to plerce the veil of
sense, to see spirits andunfold adeptship. Cloth, price £3.50,

Send 25 ets, Tor sample copy of, or 81 for a year's subserip-
tion to * Timmo tality,” tue new and britiant Quarterly Psy-
chical Magazine, Addressd.C. F. GRUMBINE, Station M,
Chicago tf+ Dee 17,

Faith and Tope Messenger,

W. J. Colville, Proprietor and Editor.

497 Franklin Ave., Brooklyn, N, Y.
A Thoreughly  unigie, -first class monthly

periodical. Practical, Philanthrople, Progressive, A
weleote visttor i every home. 50 ¢ts, per year; single
copy, 5 cts. Clubs with the BANNER o¥ LiclT at
2.2 year, Advertlsing at liberal vates,  tf - Dee, 17

“Lichtstrahlen”

(RAYS OF LIGHT)

Die einzlge dentsehe Zeltsehrift fner Splritualismus und
Occultismus In den Ver, Staaten, Juhresabonnenent 21,00;
erscheint woeehentlieh.  Probenumnern gern versandt,
Zum Abounement ladet freundlichst efn

MAIX. GENTZRKE,

Wast Point, Nebraska,
¥eb, 4. 1*

The Humanitarian,

A Monthly Magazine,

Edited by VICTORIA WOODHULL
(Mrs. John Blddulph Martin),
FEYHE HUMANITARIAN 1s a monthly magazine devoted
to the study of social and setentific questions from all

hoints of view. It Is the organ of no sect, clique or party,
yut adms at getting the opinious of the best men and women
on alt subjecty which affect the welfare of the race, and wel-
cotnes as }cllow-\\'urkcrs all those who hiave the true inter.
ests of humanity at heart, without distinction of race or
creed.

Single numbers 10 cents,

Yearly subscription price, 6 shillings, or £1.50.

Published by DPUCK WORTH & 00, 3 Henri-
etta Street, Covent Garden, W, C., London, Eng,

oW

~ THE SUNFLOWER.
W. H. BACH, Publisher.

A Monthly Journal, 12to 16 pazes, publishied on thegias-
sadast Camp Grovnds and devoted to Spiritualism, Oc.
cultistn, Hypnoidsm, Astrolozy. and Kindred toples, A
corps of the most prominent writers contribate to its col-
s, Fifty cents per year,

Sample copies free. Address

THE SUNFLOWER, Lily Dale, N. Y.
Apr 2

EAD “THE TWO WORLD>,” edited by

E. W. WALLIS, “The people's popular spirituai pa
per.” Sent post free to (rial subscribers for 24 weeks for 65
cents.  Aunusl subseription, 8160, Order of the Manager
“Two Worlds " oftice, 18 Corporation street, Manchester,
England, THE TWO WORLDS gives the most complete
record of the work of Spirftualism in Great Britaln, and is
thoroughly representative of the progressive spirlt and
thonght of the movement. Sprehinen copies on sale a
BANYNER office.
1 ELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL,

devoted to 8pirltual Philosophy, Rattonal Relliglonand
Psychical Research, Sample copy free, Weekly—8 Q:\ 3—
81.00 a year. THOMAS G. NEWMAN, Publisher, 1429 Mar.
f(et street, San Francisco, Oal.

HOF BOSTON INVESTIGATOR, the oldest

reform journal in publication. Price, £3.00 a year, 81,50
for six months, 8 cents per slnglo copy. Address ERNEST
MENDUN, Investigator Ofice, Paine Memorial, Boston,
A NEW EDITION, JUST PUBLISHED.

“Poems of the Life Beyond
and Within,”

Voicgs from Nany Lands and Conturis, Soyng
“Nun Thou Shal Neser Dio.”

Edited and complled by
GILES B. STEBBINS.

These Pocmns are gathered from anclent Hindostan, from
Porsia and Arabia, from Greece, Rome and Northern Eu.
rope, from Catholic and Protestant hymns, and the great
poets of Rurope and our own Jand, and close with inspired
voices from tho spirit-land. Whatever seemad best to lilus.
trate and express the vision of the spirit catchlng glimpses
of the future, and the wealth of the spiritual LIFE WITHIN,
has been used. Here are the intultivp statements of im.
mg{tallty tlxnl wnnllls full of sweetness and glory~{full, too, of
a divine philosophy.

No bet{)er collgct)lon {lustrating the idea of Immortality
lj{ns aver been made.~Rer. I J. Sunderiand, Ann Arbor,

ich,

The poet Is the prophet of immortality. The world wi
thank the complier long after he Lias gone from this Jife.—~
James @. Clark, in Auburn Advertiser.

This volume Cﬂl(ll onlljv bring hope and comfort and pesce
{nto the household,—Detroit News. )

A most preclous book.—Mrs. . E. Rool, Bay City, Mich.

A golden volume.—Hudson Tultle.

Pp. 264, 12mo. Price $1.00, i
Fgr sale by BANNER.OE LIGHT PUBLISHING CO,

RS. M.C. MORRELL, Clairvoyant, Business

L Test and Prophetic Medium, 330 West 59tf1 st, N, Y,
Feb, 18, p 13w* '

Three J ourneys

Around the World;

»

Travels in the Pacific Islands, New
Zealand, Australia, Ceylon,
India, Egypt,

Angd Other Oriental Countries,
IN ONE VOLUME.

BY J, M. PEEBLES, A, M., M. D., PH,D,

Author of “Seers of the Ages,” ““ Immortallty,” ¢ How t
. Live a Century,” “Critical Review of Rev. Dr, Kipp,”
“Jesus, Myth, Man or God ?* ¢ The Soul, its Pre-
existence,” “ Did Jesus Chirist Exist ?” etc., ete.

During Dr.J. M, Pcehle;sfs,v late (and third) trip around
the world, he studled and xZoted the laws, custom.s and re.
Hgions of nations and peoples, glving speclal attentionto
Spiritualism, Magic, Theosophy and reform movementa,
He visited Ceylon, Indis, Persta, Egypt, Syria, and the cons
tinent of Europe, and secured much materlal, which has
been embodied In alarge octavo volume,

Fhe volumme containy thirty-five chapters, and treats on
the followlng subjecis: .
Howme Life in Califorma, g

My Third Voyage, ’

Tlhe Sandwich Islands.
The Pacific Island Races.
Ucean.Bound Toward Auckland,
New Zsaland,
Holbourne, Australig,
Awustralia,
From New Zealand Unway
A:Heries of Seances Upon the Ucean.

The Chiness Urignt,

Chinese Keligions and Institutions,
Cocliin, China, to 8ingapore,
Malacca to India,
Spiritual Seances on the Indian Qosan
India: Its History and Treasures,
India’s Religions, Morals and Se=
cial Uharacteristics.
The Rige of Buddhism in India,
The Brahmo-Somaj and Parsees--Spirituale
tsm in India,
From Indiato Arabia-- Aden and the Arabs
The City of Cairo, Egypt.
Egypt’s Catacombs und Pyramids--Ap=
pearance of the Egyptians,
Study of the Pyramids--8ight of ¢
Great Pyramid, ¢

of the Egyptians.

From Alexandria to Joppa and Jerusalemes
the City of Joppa,
City of Prophets and Aposties--Jesus and Je»
rusalem,
Present Gospels. (
The Christianity of the Ages--Plato jand
Jesus in Contrast, R
Turkey in Asia--Ionie and the Greeks
Athenas,
Europs and its Cities.
Ceylon and its Buddhisia,
The India of To-Day.
Hindoo Doctrines of the Dead.
The Mediterranean Sea.
Egypt and dntiquity.
Large 8vo., cloth, gitt sides and back, Illus
trated. Nearly 300 pages. Frice, $1.50, Pos
tage 20 cents.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING Q0.

Miss Judson’s Books.

“Why She Became o Spiritunlist,”
In cloth, 264 pages, 81.00,

“From Night to Morn;

Or, An Appeal to the Baptist Church
Pamphlet, 32 pages. One co(ﬂ', 15 cents; two coplea
ceits; ten coples, to one address, §1.00,
“The Bridge Between Two Worlds.”
217 pages, In cloth, 81.00; paper covers, 75 cents,
“A Mappy Years
Or, Fifty-Two Letters to the Banner o Light.
Leatherette binding, scarlet and gold. 178 pages 75 cents

Each of the above containg a portrait of the author,

.
“Development of Mediumship by Terrestrl
Magnetism.” -
In cloth, 28 pages, 50 cents,

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING (0.

MATERIALIZATION AND OTHER SPIRITUAL PHENOME-
NA FROM A SCIENTIFIC STANDPOINT.

By L, H, DALTON axD J, V., WALLACE

ConTENTS, — Iutroduction; Conditlon of Skeptlcisms
Conditloas Necessary to Phenomena; Historieal Polnts;
Material{zation and the Bible; Evidence; Phenomens
Sometimes Mistaken for Spiritualism; The 8enses, Per
ception; Bther; Berkeley, Spiritualism, and Materiallsmy
Thowson’s Vortex Theory; Irreconcilable Data; Fourth
Dimension of 8pace; Fourth State of Matter; The Human
Braln, Inmortality; Thought-Force; Disembodied §piritss
East Indian Testimony; Evolution of Scientific Thought;
Conclusion.

Paper bound, price 5O cents.

Foreale he RANNFR OF LIGHT PUBLIBHING CO.

VEIRPLWCUL PURLE, or tne Improvement of
Offspring by Wiser Generation. By DR. M, L. Hor-

BROOK, Editor Journal of Hygiene.

Prof. ¥. F. Bacon writes: *Onrecelpt I immediatel
read Stirpiculture through. It is the most readable an
useful book of 118 kind Iever read, It cannot {all te awak.
en {u the mind of every reader {deas of race and child cul-
ture by wise selection and other sclentific means. The
chapter entitled The Theoretical Baby (which 13 as &
matterof fact & real one) ought tobe printed and scattered
broadeast, I bave had occaslon to thank Dr. Holbrook for
many books, but never more than for this one. It I were
]rlcl(\i gnough 1 would put s copy ln avery lbrasy {n the
and.’

Cloth, 12mo, }{X 192. Price $1.00,

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHET PUBLISHING 0O.

IMMIIE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION.
\\'}{-lll'll‘ ’]I S;‘rslgs of Matter-of-Fact Chapters, By WILL .

tor’s bible, It Isa determined and well-informed im
ment of the Vaccination theory, bristling with facts, and
enlivened by the most biting sarcasm.
searched all nooks and crannies of the subject, analyzed th
fleures and argaments of the upholders of Vaccination, an
his conclusion 18 that ‘ Vacelnation is & mediecal monopoly,
established, endowed, and enforced—a tyranny to over .
throw,' "—Chester Chronicle.

Cloth, pp. 621, Price 82.00, ;}lostaze 15¢ents,

Forsale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO:

Hetw Fork Bdbertisements,

“We may fairly call this sturdy volume the anti-vaceini.

The author hay-

Ancient Science in Egypt--Astronomy

.

«
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Spiritualist  Societies.

EFWo destre this list to bo as aceurnte o
Possible, Will sceretarios or conductors ploase
notify us of any errors or omissions. Notices for
shis column should reach this oftice by 12 o’clock
moon, of the Naturday preceding the duto of
publicntion.

. BOSTON AND VICVINITY.
Assembly Ball (Leglon of llonurlhlll(llng).’loo Hunt-
ington Avenue.~Tho Gospel of Spirlt Return Socloty, Min-
nie M. Soule, Pastor. Discourse and Evidences 73§ PoM. ev
ery Bundsy.

B wton Spiritunl Temple meots In Berkoley Hal',
4 Berkeloy street. Everv Sunday at 10% and 7% ». M. K, L.
Allen, Prestt=nt.; J, B. Haceh, or., Becretary, T¢ 8ld ey st.,
Dorchestor, Mass,

Boston Spirstual Lyceum meets in Berkeley HAll every
Bandayat 1 o’clock. J. Browne datch, Conduotor; A, Olar
ence Armstrong, Ulerk, 17 ueroy street, Dorchester, Mass,

The Helping Hand Sociely weets every Wednesday in
@ould Hall. § Roylston Place, Business moeting at 4 o’clock.
Bupper a1 6 o'clock, Entortalnment at 7}, Mrs, Carrie L.
Hatoh, President; Mrs, Grace Cobb Crawford, Becretary.

Bible Spiritualist Meetings, 0dd Ladles’ Ral),
446 Tremont 8treet.—Mra. Guiterrez, President. Ser
vioes Sundays at 105 A. M., 2 and 7 P, ., and Wednesdays
at 24 P. M. .

Boston Psychic Confevenee, 18 Huntington Av.
-1, L. Whitlock, President., Sundays, 2} ..

Ohildren’s Progressive Lycenm—8piritual Sunda)
8ohool—meots every Sunday morning in Red Men’s Hnl;
514 Tremonnt street, at 10 A. M. All are welcome. Mrf,
M. A. Brown, Superintendent,

Home Rostrum, 21 Solry strert, Charlestown. Sunday
clrele 11 AM.; spesking and tests 7% p.ML; Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 8 1nM ; Fridays, 3.. Mrs, M. I GlIlland, Con-
ductor,

Echo Hall-1 Johnson Avenue, Charlestoren Disto—Bun
day, Wednesday and Friday ovenings. Mrs, K, J. Peak,
Chairman.

Firat Spiritunlist Chu ch, 730 Washington St.
—~M. Adeline Wilkinson, Pastor,” Sundays, 11 A.M.; dand &
P.M, Thursday, 8 r.M.

Jarmony Mall, 784 Washington Street,—~ 104
AM., 2% and 7% .M, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
at 2%. N.P.8mith, Chalrman,

Hollis Hall, 789 Washington St.—Services Sun
days, 103% a. A, 2% and 74 P.M. George B, Cutter, Chalr.
man.

Spiritual Fraternity — At Virst Spiritual Temple
Exeter and Newbury streets, Sundays at 10} and 7% r.M,
the continuity of 1ife whi be demeonstrated through differ-
ent phases of mediumship. Other meetings announced
from the platform, A. H. Sherman Becretary.

The Copley Mywtic Cirele meets Sundaysat T8 ». M.
Room 6, Huutington Aveuue; The Memph%'sical cboo(
Mondays, 3 » M.; Fridays at 1l A.M,, class Tor advanced
thinkers on the inner mysterles and Occult forces of life,
Take elevator. Dr.F.J. Miller, President.

The First Spiritualist Ladies’ Ald Soctety meets
every Friday afternoon and evening. Supper served at6
P.M.—at 241 Tremont street, near Ellot street, Mrs., Mattie
E. A, Allbe, President; Carrle L. Hateh, Sec'y, 74 Syduey
street, Dorchester, Mass. .

The Ladies’ Lyceum Union meets every Wednes-
day afternoon and evening in Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont
street, Supper at 6% r.». Drs Maggle J. Butler, Presi-
dent; Mrs. Sadle ¥rench, Secretmy,

The Ladies’ Spiritualistic Industrial SBocliety
meets at Dwight Hall, 614 Tremont street every Thursday
safternoon and evening; supper at 6. Mrs, M. A, Brown
President.

. 'The Spiritual Science Church, Lower Audi-
ence Room, First Spivitual Temple, corner of Newbury
and Exeter streets, Sundays at 7/ p.M. Preaching by Rev,
T. E. Allen,

The Veteran Spiritualists’ Unlon holds meetings
tho third Thursday of each month in Dwight Hall, 514 Tre.
mont street, at 73 p. M. Allareinvited, Christopher Q.
fbaw, Preside t; Mrs. J. 8. Soper, Clerk, 67 Huron Avenue,
North Cambridge. :

CAMBRIDGE,

The Spirit of Truth Secicty, 527 Massachusetts
Avenue, Cambridgeport, holds meetings Sundays at 2} and
'{}ﬁl’. M. and Tuursdays at 74 1. M. Mrs, A.J. Banks,

resldent. .

The Cambridge Industrial Soclety of Spiritus
alists holds neetings the second and fourth Wednesdays
in each month, in vambridge Lower Hall, 631 Massachu-
getts Av., Mrs, 1. <. Boper, President; Mrs, Zwahlen, Clerk,
16 Wright street, Cambridge.

MALDEN.
Malden Progressive Spirvitualists’ S8oclety, Ma-
“sonie Buflding, 56 Pleasant streer.  Snndays at Tr.m. M,
Wiillam M. Barber, Presi tent; Mrs. Rebecea Morton, See'y.,
H. H, Warner, permauent speaker, Mrs, Clara L. Fagan, tes
medium. :
- BROOKLYN. K

The Woman’s ¥rogressive Union holds IL-Jeblng&
every Sunday afternoon at 3, and evening at 8 o’clock; Ly
ceum at 2 o'clock; soclal meetings every Thursduy at &
o’clock; supper at 6%, at the hall, Walsh'’s Acadeny, 423
Olasson Avenue, betweon Lexington Avenue and Quiney
street, Mr%, E. F. Kurth, President,

The Advance sénrltuul Conference meets every
Baturday evening in 8ingle Tax Hall, 1161 Bedford Avenue,
@ood speakers and mediums always in attendance, Seats
free. All welcome, Mr. @. Deleree, Presidest; Mrs, Alice
Ashiey, Becretary.

The Fraternity of Divine Communion, dedicated
to ¢ 8piritual Truths on the ¢ Christ Principle,” holds ita
meetings at the Aurora Grata Cathedral, Bedford Avenue
and Madlson street, every Sunday at 8 P, M. Mrs, L. J, Wel.
ler, President. Ira M. Courlis, Medium,

'Meeting of Associnte Spiritunl Missionaries
every Sunday, at 3 P. M., at KXvolutionist oflice, 1099 Bedford
Avenue, Tho%ht, phlfosophy and fact {rom our volunteer
workers, W.Wines 8argent, Conductor.

Spiritun]l Conference, Jackson Mall, 515 Ful-
ton Street.—Saturdays, 8 p. A, music by Prof, Chas.
QColeman, Herbert L. Whitney, Conductor, BANNER OF

" LieHT always on sale,

Fraternity Hall, 860 Bedford Avenue, every
Bunday evonlug, 8 o’clock, Shor lecture and tests by Miss
Chapin, blind medium, Weekly meetings 308 Tompkins
Avenue, Friday evening and Wedncsday afiernoon,

People’s Mission, Coulmbin Hall, 1810 Falton
Street.—Sundays at8 P.M.  Mrs. M. C. McGibeny, me-
dium, Herbert L. Waitney, Chalrman.

Jackson Hall, 5185 Fulton Street.—8undays at
%’.x.; Wednesdays at § P, M. Mrs, L. A, Olmstead, Conduc-
or,

680 Myrtie Avenue.—Mrs, B. R, Plum conducts a
meeting every Sunday ay3 and § P. M,

CHICAGO.

The First Boclety of Rosicrucians meets every
Bunday in Stetnway Hall, (7th floor. Take Elevator.) Van
Buren 8t., near Michigan Ave., at 1046 A.M. Whito Rose
Auxillary, 12 M, Seats free. J.0.F. Grumbline, lecturer,

First Spiritual Chureh, South Side, 77 Thirty-
First Street.—8undays, 23 and 7% P, M, Georgla Gla-
dys Cooley, Pastor,

" Englewood Spiritual Church, 528 West 63d street,
Bundays, 2)¢ and 7}4. Lyceum 1r. M, Lora Holton, pastor.
CINCINNATI.

Seociety of Spiritunl Unity, Washington Park Ha#
1222 Race 8t., Sundays, 75 ».M. M. St. Omer-Briggs, pastor

MILWAUKEE, WI8s.

Unity Spiritunl Society weets al Ethical Auditorl
um, 558 Jefferson street, every Sunday at 7 .M., and
Thursday at 8 P. M. Flora 8. Jackson, President,

NEWARK, N J.

The First Church of Spiritunl Progression
meets in the hall, corner of West Park and Broad strests
at8p.M, Mrs.Gt A. Dorn, President.

NEW YORK CITY.

International Conservatory of Muslc, 744 Lexing-
ton Avenue, one doorabove §9th street.—~The .‘fplrltual and
Ethical Society holds mestings every Sunday morning and
evening, Mrs. H. T. Brigham, speaker,

Ohristian 8piritnal Union meets In Lyrle Hall, Sixth
Avenue, near 42d street, Sundays, 3 . M. Dr. Harlow Da-
is, medlum for April.

First Soclety of Spiritualists meets at the * Tux.
edo,” 637 Madison Avenue, corner of Madison Avenue, apdl
bolds servicesat 3 P.M.

The Yonkers Spiritualist Sociely holds its meetings ever:
Friday at 8 P, M.; Sundays 31§ P, M., and Chlldren’siyceuni

1177388
PHILADELPHIA,

+/The First Association of Spiritualists founded
1852) meets at 13tk street aud Girard Avenue, President,
Capt. F. J. Keffer; Becrotary, Frank 4, Morrill. Lyceum
2p.M, Bervices 3land 7% p. M. Lecturer, W, J. Colville

The Philadelphin Spiritunlist Soclety meets at

Handel and Haydn Hall,8th and Sprin -Gnr(f’én streets,

every Bunday at 2) and 7%. Lyceum at 2}¢, 8éance every
day evening. President, Hon, Thomas M. Locke; Sec-
tary, Ohas. L, GeFrorer, 1325 8.115th street,

g

Notice to Local Societies.

Hereafter all reports will be condensed in
the same general style as given below, We re-
speotfully request our correspondents to gov-
ern themselves accordingly. We shall deal
fairly and impartially with all societies, hence
must ask them all to conform to the same gen-
eral rule. The addresses of all local societies
in Boston and vicinity, as well as in cities and
town in other States, can be found above.
Societies marked with a * have the BANNER
OF Li6HT on sale. '

Local Briefs.

BOSTON.

Berkeley Hall, Sunday, April 30, Dr. George
A, Fuller spoke to a good-sized audience on the
subjeot “ With How Little Wisdom.,” His
lecture was one that all true Spiritualists, all
who believe in honest and pure mediumship,
should have heard. Subject of evening ad-
dress, *The Spiritual Significance of Spiritu-
alism.” This was Dr. Fuller's closing lecture
for Berkeley Society this season, and was ap-

ropriate to the occasion. He has given a new
eoture at each meeting during his two months’
engagement, Prof, Schaller, Miss Gertrude C.
Laldlaw and C. L. C. Hatoh furnished exocels

lentlnuslo during the meetings, I'res, Allen
fn still upon the alok list, and the Beocretar
acted as Chairman at both meetings. Dr, Ful.
lor apoke {n the evoning of Pres. Allen's slok-
ness, and asked the members of tho kooloty to
throw out thelr power to asalst him to a speedy
recovery.

On Slxndsw noxt Ilarrison 1), Barrett will
ocoupy the platform both morning and even-
Ing, 'I'his speaker should be sure of a large
nudience, as hiy lectures are always interest-
ing and lostructive, The committee on spenk
ers I8 in correspondonce with some nf the
best mediums to assist Mr, Barrett and help
make these closing mestings a grand success.
Mrs, May S, Pepper will assist at least two
Sundays of the month,

Subsoribe for the BANNER oF LionT now, and
have it sent to your home address during the
summer months. You can do so at this hall,
1t is always for sale hers,

' J. B. HaTcy, Jn., Sec'y.

Odd Ladies’ Hall, 447 Tremont street, Mrs,
A. P. Gnuiterrez. Cobductor, assisted by Mrs,
Lewis. Circle well attended. Meetings for the
day opened by Mr, Haynes. Remarks and mes-
sages by Mesdames Collier, Peak, Dade,
McKenna, Xnowles, Stackpole. Davis, Kibble,
Guiterrez, Annie IHanso; Messrs. Turner,
Nelke, Cohen, Dr. Huot. Meetings every
Wednesday aftérnoon at 2.30. *

The Helping Hand Society—Mra, Grace Cobb-
Crawford, Sec’'y—met at Gould Hall, Wednes
day evening, April 26, Business meeting at 4
o'clock. The evening was devoted to whist.
Prizes were won by Mrs. Young, Mrs. Shack-
loy, Miss Ireland, Mra. Dutton, May 3 a May
Party, *

First Spiritualist Church—M. Adeline Wil
kinton, Pastor—held regular services April 30,
Song service: prayer by Mr. Newhall; remarks
and tests, Messrs, De Bos, Bailey. Wright,
Cowan, Morse, Baker, Corliss, Mesdames
Haven, Woods, Wilkingon., Evening session
}vns given up to Mrs. Pennell of New Bid-
ord, *

Commercial Hall, Mrs. Nutter, Conductor.
Regular services Sunday, April 30. Those tak
ing part were: Mesdames McLean, Sears, Nut-
ter, Burrell, Wheeler, Irwine, Gough. Stack-
pole, Butler, from Lyun; Messrs Hill. Arnaud,
Nelke, Graham. T. A, Cameron, piauist. Next
Sunday, May 1, Mr. Walker, with his illus-
trated songs, will be with us. *

“Phe First Spiritualist Ladies’ Aid Society,
241 Tremont street—(arrie L. Hatch, Sec'y—
held the regular meeting April 28, with the
President, Mrs. M. L. A, Alibe, in the chair.
In the evening a social game of whist was en-
joyed. Next Friday, May 5, a good enterta;n-
ment,

Boston Spiritual Lyceum, A. C. Armstrong,
Clerk, * Wuy Do we Eat and Sleep?” *Is the
Development of the Intellect or of the Body
the Most Important?’’ were the questions very
ably considered by the several classes Sun-
day. Taking part in the musical and literary
exercises were Harry Gilmore Greene, Little
Ray Falnor, Elnor Besk, Martha Mackenzie,
T'lovd Sibley, Esther Mabel Botts, Mr. Eimer
B. Packard, Mr. Albert P. Blinn, Dr. Geo. A.
Fuller, Questions for May 7, “Why Do we
gun ?and Play?” *“Who is Your Favorite

oet?”’ ) '

The Children’s Progressive Lyceum No, 1—
Mrs. M. A. Brown, Conductor; C. B. Yeaton,
Sec’y.—The session held April 30 was well at-
tended. Lesson subject, ** Spiritual Growth;
the topic considered by the little folks was
“Duty.” Many excellent answers were given,
After the mareh, songs and recitations were
rendered by Florence Gardner, Little Ray,
Mertie Austin, Edith Peeke, Ilarry Greene,
Clifford Lamont, Floyd Sibley. Remarks. Mes:
dames Pennelly Butler, Messrs, Huot, Blinn,
Weaver, Driscoll; reading, Mrs. M. A. Brown.
A Lyceum reuninn, May 21, at 514 Tremont
street. sessions, 10:45 A M, 2 and 7:30 r.o
All are invited.

Eagle Hall, Sunday, April 30, Mrs, Gilliland,
assisted by the following mediume, gave mes-
sages: Mesdames Pennell (of New Bedford)
Haven, Abbott, Hamilton, Burrell, Messrs.
Norse, Howe, Mackie, Jackson. Mrs, Gilliland
has discontinued the rezular meetings, but will
hold a circle at 11 A.d., every Sunday, at 21
Soley street. Chartestown; also test meetings,
Sunday, 7:30, Tuesday and Thursday, 8 p. M.,
Fridays at 8 P, M., assisted by friends,

Hollis Hall, 789 Washington strest—George
B. Cutter, Chairman.—Sunday, April 30, the
morning circle, afternoon and evening meet-
ings were participated in by Mesdames Fox,
Tracy and Keating-Cutter, Miss Mattie Vieza-
bon and Mr. George B. Cufter, who read a
voem entitled *The Lifting of the Veil,” de-
livered an address followed by spirit-delinea-
tions.

Massachusetts.

April report for First Spiritualist Associa
tion of Newburyport, Mass.: April 2 ourspeak
er was Mrs. Effie 1. Webster of Lynn; April 9
we had for the first time Mrs. Annie Jones of
Lowell; April 16 and 23, Mrs. Hattie C, Webber
of Boston occupied our platform; April 30 was

iven t0 a circle by our own local mediums,

can with truth say that we have had a most
enjoyable and profitable month ; the mediums
all giving us valuable thoughts for us to reflect
upon, and correct messages from the spirit side
of life. S. A. Lowell, Sec'y.

The Cambridge Industrial Society of Spiritu-
alists, (Annie J. Banks, Cor. Sec’y), met in Cam-
bridge (lower) Hall, 631 Massachusetts avenue,
Wednesday afternoon and evening. Supper
wag served at 0.30. The evening was very
pleasantly spent. Snippin{; parcels from lines
stretched across the hall seemed to afford
great amusement to all. Music was furnished
by Messrs. Bradshaw; recitations by Mrs, Ab-
bott. The next meeting of this Society will be
on May 10, at which Rev. T. E. Allen, of Bos-
ton, will give an address, Other talent will be
advertised later.

The First Spiritualist Society, Fitchburg,
Mass,, Dr. C. L. Fox, President. Sunday,
April 30, large audiences greeted Mrs. C. M,
King of Fitchburg, speaker at the after
noon service, and L. D. Butler of Boston
at the evening service. The addresses of both
spoakers were good, and the large number of
spirit-messages were readily recognized. Mrs.
C. Fannie Allyn of Stoneham speaks for the so-
ciety next Sunday. ’

Plummer Hall, Hyde Park.—Mrs. F, E, Bird
held three fairly well attended meetings Sun-
day, April 30, Mediums and speakers present:
Mesdames Mariner, Charter, Seymour, Bird,
Messrs. Dubois, Arnold; music, Mr. Gibbs and
Miss Annie E. Sloan ; recitations, Mr. Bird, *

First Spiritualist Society Lowell, John Banks,
Sec'y., Sunday, April 30, Mr. M. F. Hammond
lectured afternoon and evening. Subjects, **Be
Yo Temperate in All Things,” ** Crimes, Cause
and Effect.” The discourses were able, and
aroused considerable discussion. Sunday, May
7, Mrs. Pettingill will lecture. *

First Spiritualists’ Society, Salem, A, O. U.
. Hall, Manning Block. N. B. P, Sec’y.
Sunday, April 30, conference in the afternoon.
Mrs. H. A, Baker, invocation: addresses, Mr.
James Smith of Cliftondale, Wm. A. Peterson,
Geo. W. Moreland,: Mrs, H, A. Baker of Dan-

‘'vers and many others. At 7:30, invocation,

Mr. James Smith; addresses, Wm. A. Peterson,
Mrs. H. A, Baker; psychometric readings,

{ Walter S. Rollins of Salem. Sunday, May 7,
3

speaker to be announced,

The Arthur Hodges Spiritual Society, Lynn,
Mass,—T. H. B. James, President~—held services
at 36 Market street, April 30. Healing, remarks
and messages by Mesdames Matson, Belcher,
Laler, Chase, Holden, Quaid, Whittier, Messrs,
Balcom, Warren, Furbush, Music by the
Misses Burns, Whittier and Mr. Richardson.
Next Sunday, extra music by Prof. Tyler and
wife. *

Cadet Hall, Lynn Spiritualists’ Association—
J. M. Kelty, President; A. A. Averill, Sec’y.—
Services April 30 consisted of short addresses
and a large number of very accurate tests and
messages b{{ Mrs, Effie I, Webster of Lynn.
Music by Mra. Cross, organist, and W. H.
Thomas, cornetist. Next Sunday Miss Lizzie
Harlow will lecture and answer questions from
the audience. Music by Thomas’ full orches-
tra. Supper served in the hall. R

e

Waltham, Mra, M. I, Sanger, Cor, Seo'y,
Judge Pemn;‘lll of Malden gave usa very in.
toreating and Instructing leature on “Frederiok
Douglass.”  Mra, A, J. Pettingll], his talonted
wife, guve messages; all rocognized, Next
Sunday Mrs, Sadfe 1., Hand will be with us,

Brookton—~Mra, Geo, 1. Morse, Sec'y—Mrx,
. Fannis Allyn lecturod for our society April

‘0 and 30, glving two very interesting discours:

es. Sundays, May 7 and 14, we 8hall have with
us J. 8, Searlett of Cambridgeport, Mass,
Wakeflold, Mass,, W, 8. Ripley, 'resident.
We closed our season of twenty-six Sunday
evening meetings, April 30, with Mrs, 8. S
Ham of Haverhiil as trance speaker and test
medium; her work was a complete success;
full house, much enjoyment. :
Worcester.—Mrs, D. M. Lowe, Cor. Sec'y—
Mrs. May 8. Depper officiated as speaker
on Sunday, April 30th, drawing good audi-
ences and giving general satisfaction, Mrs, J.
W. Kenyon, of Lynn, will. be our speaker the
next two Sundays. The Woman’s Auxiliary
will meet on Friday afternoon and evening of
this week in U, V, L. Hall, 531 Main street. All
are cordially invited. *

!
New York.

Sunday, April 30, Miss Margaret Gaule closed
her engagement for the present season with the
First Association of Spiritualists, New York
City. Her spirit messages were wondsrfully
accurate. At the afternoon session Miss Car-
rie Bridewell, one of the leading contraltos of
New York, favored us with several exqusite
golos. Next Sunday evening Dr, J. C. Street
will occupy the platform. The afternoon meet-
ing will be conducted by Ira Moore Courliss of
Brooklyn., M. J, FitzMaurice, Sec'y. *

The Church of the Fraternity of Divine Com-
munion—AnnaM, Tuttle, Sec’'y—held a special
service Sunday evening, April 30, at Aurora
Grata Cathedral, Mr, Courliss giving a ** flower
séance.”” Mirs Richardson sang as usual, very
sweetly, Prof. Whitelaw gave two violin solos,
and then Mr. Courliss went among the very
large audience and gave a great many convine-
ing messages. *

The Christian Spiritual Union of New York
City—R. J. Piunkett, Cor. Sec’y—held its usual
meeting April 30 in Lyric Hall. An exception-
ally large and enthusiastic audience was pres-
ent. An excellent musical program was given;
Mrs. Parslow, Madame de Monastery, Mr. So-
enichsen, And the Misses Raymond and Jones,
all profedsional musicians, taking part. Dr.
Harlow Davis was never in better condition,
and his platform messages were very good.
He sails for England May 17, and will re-
glz)ne his work with us the first Sunday in Oc.

or,

_The usual services of the Woman’s Progres-
give Union were held Sunday, April 30, at 423
Classon Avenue, Brooklyn. At the afternoon
session, Mr. Wigpin delivered an able address
upon ** The Prophecy of Saint Malachy.” The
greater part of the evening service was de-

voted to spirit communication, with a recitas’

tion by Mr. Mansergh and musical selections
by Mrs. Sieber, Miss Dikeman, Mr, Watson and
Mr, Lahey, *

Other States.

Philadelphia Spiritualist Society—Charles L.
Geo Frorer. Sec'y—Mrs. Marion Carpenter of
Detroit, Mich., served the society during the
month of April very satisfactorily. The exer-
cises at each meeting consisted of a spirited
inspirational lecture, readings, and singing on
subjects taken from the audience. The officers
of this society unite in wishing her success.

Providence Spiritualist Association, David F,
Buffington, Sec'yv. Sunday, April 30, Edwin
Straight of East ’rovidence delivered two able
lectures; at the close Mrs. Rose of Barrington
gave messages. Sunday, May 7. Dr, C. W, Hid-
den of Newburyport, Mass., will lecture.

Orient Hall, Portland, Me., Mrs. M. A,
Brackett, Sec’v.— Services were conducted
April 30 by home talent. The names of Mes-
dames Ridlon and De Lewis are especially
mentioned, to whom thesociety extends a vote
of thanks. Dr. C. W, Hidden is to occupy the
platform in the near future. Sunday evening
meetings will be continued during the sum-
mer. *

Quarterly Meeting, Flint, Mich,

Last evening closed the spiritual feast held
by the Helping Hand Society at G, A. R. Hall,
Good attendance at each of the five sessions,
and a spirit of interest and harmony prevailed
throughout, The address of welcome was

given Saturday afternoon, April 22, by Mrs,
Ellen Parker of this city, the response by
Mrs. Augusta Ferris of Bay City, followed by
Hon. D. P. Dewey, who was listened to with
much interest, Saturday evening Mr. Dewey
gave a very interesting and instructive address,
Mrs, Ferris following with descriptions.Sun-
day morning the Symposium was an inter-
esting feature.of the program, At 2:30 p.M.
addresses were given by D. P. Dewey and Dr.
A. B. Spinney of Reed City. In the evening
Dr. Spinney gave one of his fine lectures on
the science of Spiritualism; recitations and
descriptions by Mrs. Ferris. Mrs, Tessie Doty,
Vice-President of the Helping Hand Soci-
oty, gave a farewell poem in a manner
that delighted the audience. The music
during these meetings was & most enjoyable
feature, Mr. J. B. Melntosh and Mrs, C.
M. Allen of Owosso, with their duets and
solos, touched the souls of all who heard them
as only beautiful music can do. Mrs, Buckley
of Owosso, accompanist, Marshall Dell’s Man-
dolin Club furnished fine selections at the ast
evening’s meeting:
Brothers and sisters gathered here,
Our Fratitude i yours
For all the kindly sympathy
Which evermore endures.
The friendly greetings we've exchanged
Shall ever in memory’s casket lis,
But now the hour of parting comes,
And we must say good-bye,

Dear teachers, we shall ne'er forget
The lessons you have taught,

We trust the future may perfect
The work your hands have wrought,

And may they bring good glits to you,
These years that swiitly fly,

And may you kindly think of those
Who bi¢l you now good-bye,

We wishi to give our hearty thanks
To our friends before we part,
For the sweet music, heaven’s own gift,
Which cheers and warms the heart.
Musle with its soothing power,
Drives from us full many a sigh,
And once more in this parting hour
Thank you, as we sav good-bye.

Good-bye, it shall not be farewell,
We hope to meet once imore,
If not upon this earthly piane,
Then on that brighter, happler shore.
There’s much to learn, and much to do,
Oh! may our aims be high,
And ever lead toward that bright land
Where none shall say good-bye.

Nebraska CAaI:p-Meeting.

The State Spiritualist Association of Ne-
bragska will hold a camp-meeting in Iincoln,
Neb., in Lincoln Park, from July 14 to 25, 1899,
The expense to each person, during the entire
season of attendance, will be: 75 cents for priv-

ilege of grounds; 75 cents for one tent. Each
camper is supposed to pay for his own meals,
or bring suitable means for preparing them in
camp. The Association furnishes only the
tent; cots and board floors can be procured if
called for at small expense. Mediums or speak-
ers wanting to attend can correspond with the
Secretary.

Spiritualists of Nebraska, wake up! The
State Spiritualist Association is going to have
a camp; it wants your moneyed help to place
Nebraska at the head in camps. Now let the
Secretary hear from all the towns and cities of
Nebraska. How much will you give to push us
on {0 a grand success? Send us 8§1, §2, 85, or
what you can. o

. Throw all prejudice aside, put away all the
little differences, and let us join the greatest
move the history of Spiritualism in Nebraska
hag known. PAUL 8, GILLETTE, Sec'y.

411 North 19th street, Omaha, Neb,

marks, Mrs. 1da
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Announcement. | A CASE OF
On Saturday afternoon and evening, May 6, | o ! |
at Boston Music Hall, Mrs, Willlam 8. Butler ar la Ema ena Iza !nn
will present her eleventh annual May Festival,

All the dances are new, and many attractive
features are promised, The costuming will be
made a epocial featurs, and will be very hand-
gome. The hall will be profusely decorated
with bright bunting, and everything will be
done to turn it into a fairy land for the
children and young people to make merry in.
These festivals have long since become one of
the looked for spring enjoyments, and already
the sale of tickets warrants a full house at both
performances. Mrs. Butler has the tickets on
sale at her offide, 175 Tremont street, Room 6,
and after May 1 they will be on sale at the box
offioe, Music Hall. If you wish to attend be
gure to secure your seats in advance, as there
will not be many left on the day of the Festi-
val, Don't forget the day and date, Saturday,
May 6. Tickets, 50 cents, 75 cents, and §1.

Anniversary.

The Ladies Aid of the First Spiritualist So
cisty of Lowell celebrated it Second Auniver-
sary Saturday evening, April 20. The special
guests of the evening were the Board of Officers
of the Society, and Mr. M, Hammond of

Worcester.

At 7 o’clock an elaborate banquat was served
in Odd Fellow’s Hall, Merrimack_ street, to
which good attention was paid, Mrs, Annie
Cogpesball, President of the Aid, called to or-
der, and & very interesting impromptu pro-

ram was carried out, including violin solo,
%Ir. John Banks: songs, Mr. John Banks, Mr,
@. H. Poppleton, and Mr. John S. Jackson; re-
Cunningham (Sec’y), Mrs.
Arthur (Treasurer), Mrs. Randall, Messrs. Jack
son, Jordan, Stanley, Banks and Hammond;
recitation by Mrs. Jackeon. .

One of the active ladies of the Aid won acake
in a ocake walk, but there beinf no cake she was
awarded a doughnut.  J. 8. JACKSON, Pres.

Annual Conventi;n:New York State
Association of Spiritualists.

The Second Aﬁnuul—(%nventiou of the New

York State Association of Spiritualists will be

held at Saratoza Springs, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, May 26, 27 and 28, Election of
officers, general business, and mass mesetings.
All Spiri}tual}ats in New York State who are
not members of the State Association or its
local chartdred societies, are urged to join and
assist in mgking a strong organization. Socie-
ties not chdrtered should obtain one at once
and elect dplegates, In unity is strength, and
it will be ito the interest of every society to
join the State Association. Individual mem
vership is one dollar psr year.

Send in your applications, and for all other
information to Herbert L. Whitney, Sec'y, 953
Madison street, Brooklyn, N.Y. A more ex-
tended notice will appear in next issue of this
paper. FRANK WALKER, President.

Hamburg, N, Y.

Rhode Island State Spiritualist
Asgociation

will hold a grand meeting Friday afternoon
and evening, May 5, in Trocadero Hall, Math-
eson street, Providence. Mrs, Mary Elizabeth
Lease will be the speaker at the evening ses-
sion, and will deliver one of her eloquent and
soholarly addresses. Our Rbode Island readers
(and all others) should make an effort toattend
both meetings. A good timeis in store for all
who will be present.

A Coffin Trust of $20,000,000.

BY J. M. PEEBLES, M. D,

How many can afford a burial? Coffins and
caskets are becoming so expensive that the
poor—and there are millions and millions of
them—oan no longer afford to die and be re-
gpectably buried. And to live in the body im-
mortal is impossible. What are they to do?

The New York Herald of Sunday says that
ninety per cent, of the manufacturers are rep-
resented in this new combination of twenty
million dollars that goes into operation on May
1. \The Ilerald further says that the trust will
advance the price of coffins, and reduce the

working force about one-half. Fully six thou-
gand, some say ten thousand -en, will be
thrown out of employment. A% effort was
made to enlist the bankers in this trust, but
this failed. The trust will at once close many
minor plants. In China, the Chinese some-
times keep their coffins in their houses for
years before they are used. Would it not be
well for such as believe in burying the dead to
lay in between now and the first of May a good
gupply of coffins? This would be feasible, only
that where there is a family of children these
would be growing year after year so that there
might not be a fitting adaptation in gize.

Would it not be infinitely wiser and healthier
to burn dead, decaying bodies, as they do in
India? This would not only be cheaper, but
better every way. Cremation is the coming
method of disposing of corpses, It is scientific,
Fire is a purifier; and who with any sense of
of wmstheticism would not prefer to have a
friend’s body reduced to ashes, and these pre-
served in an urn, after the manner of ancient
geers and sages, than to have them deposited
in the cold, damp earth to putrify and be de-
voured by worms, 'water in the meantime
seeping through to poison soils, cisterns and
our wells? Cremation is the way to meet and
overthrow the twenty-million dollar coffin
trust. The resurrection of the body is a back
chapter in theology. ‘' We sow not the body
which shall be,” said Paul. The real body is
the inner astral, or spiritual, which neither
earth nor fire can harm.

VOLUTIONISM. A Series of Illustrated

Chart Lectures upon the Evolutlon of All Things in
the Universe, from Atoms to Worlds,from Atoms to Souls,
By OLNEY H, RICEMOND.

CoNTENTB.—Evolution of a 8ystem; Evolution of our
Earth; Earth’s Evolution; The Age of Mammals; The Age
of Re}gtlles; Through Coal and Fish; The Age of lMolluska'
The Dawn of Life; Evolution of épecles; The Ascent o
Man; Structural Development; Marvels of Life Forms;
Progression Universal; Beyond the Physical; Onward and
Upward; Concluding Remarks,

loth, $1.25.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

OF THE

Body of a Medium,

INVESTIGATION AND DISCUSSION
BY COUNT ALEXANDER AKSAKOF,

Scientist, Philosopher, and Literatenr, Ex
Prime Minister of Russia,

Translated from the Frenoh by TRAOQR
GOULD, LL. B., Counsellor at Law,
Member of the New York Bar.

The well-known scholarship of Count Aksakof, and ‘the
pains-taking study he hag given to the phenomena and phil.
osophy of 8piritualism, warrant the statement that this, hin
latest work, will be an epocn-nmklug book. He glves, in
glmu terms, the results of his personal investigations un«

er the most absolute test conditions possible, proving cone
clusively the verity of psychlc manifestations, Count AX.
sakof never goes into print uniess he has something to say,
In the present instance he has found much of moment to-
say; he has sald it well, and his translator has given hig
English and American friends an opportunity to enjo
the distinguished statesman-scholar’s richest and ripe

thought,
CONTENTS.

Chap. I, Theoretical Speculations — Materlalizations an
Dematerlalizations,
Chap. IT. Account of a Séance (yilven by Madam d’Esper.
ance at Helsingfors, Finland, Dec. 11, 1893, at which
the phenomenon of the Partial Dematerialization of
thebody of the Medium was demonstrated to 8ighg
and Touch, :

L Testllnon?' of Mlle. Hjelt,
A, Letter from Mlle. Hjelt to Mons. Aksakof,
B. Letter from Mous. Aksakof to Mlle, Hjelt.

C. Regly of Mile. Hjelt to Mons, Aksakof,
D. Hujp{)tlementary Letter from e

olt.
11, Testimony of 8taff Officer, Capt, Toppelius,
111, Testimony of Prof. Selling.
A, Letter from Prof, 8eiling to Mons, Aksakof,
B. Letter from Mons, Aksakof to Prof. Selling,
0. Reply of Prof, Selling to Mons, Aksakof,
D. ug)plter{ll;mtary Report of Prof, Seiling ¢illus
rated).
E. Letter from Mons, Aksakof to Prof, Selling,
F. Reply of Prof, Selling.
IV. Testimony of Malam Helene Seiling,
A, Notefrom Mine. Beiling,
B. Iﬁelrnnrks ont B’me, by Mons, AkSge
0!

V. Testimony of Mlle, Fanny Tavaststjerna.
A, Letter from Mlle, Tavaststjerna to Mons, Aksakot
B. Bupplement to the foregolng letter,
V1. Testimony of: General Toppelius, ™
VII. Testimony of Dr, Hertz er§.
VIIL Testimony of Mr. Schoultz, G, E.
A. Letter from Mr. Schoultz to Mons, Aksakof,
B. Counter-Testimony of Prof. Semng.
C. Counter-Testimony of Dr, Hertz erf.
D, Counter-Testimony of Mlles, Hjelt and.
Tavaststierna.
IX. Testimony of General Sederholm.
X, Testimony of Mr. J, Boldt. -
XI, Testimony of General Galindo and Mr. Lonnbom,
XII Personal Testimony of Madam ¢’Esperance, th(.
Medium,
A, Accountof the Séance held at Prot. 8eiling’s res}:
dence at Helsingfors, by Madam Q'Esperance,
B. Questions addressed to Madam d’Esperance by
ons. Aksakof, .
C. Supplementary Explanations by Madam d'Es
perance,
ChnB. 111. Personal Investigation by Mons, Aksakof.
hap. IV, Letters from the Medium concerning her
condition after the séanoce at Helsingfors,
Chap. V. Personal Statement of the Medium as to hew
condition during the Dematerializing Béance.
I. Questions by Mons, Aksakof and Replies of the
Medium,
I1. Supplementary Remarks by Mons, Aksakof,
Chap. VI. Conclusions,

12mo, 197 pages, large type, illustrated:
Price, cloth, 50 cents; paper, 35cents,
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO,

Eighth Edition, Revised, with Portrait of Author!
Price Reduced from $2.00 to $1.26.

Seers of the Ages.

ANCIENT, MEDIZVAL AND MODERN
SPIRITUALISM.
BY J. M, PEEBL]_:B, M.D.

--This volume of nearly 400 pages, octavo, traces the phe.
nomena of SPIRITUALISM through India, Egypt, Phoo--
nicla, Byria, Persia, Greece, Rome, down to Christ’s time,.

TREATING OF THE MYTHIC JESUS,
CHURCHAL JESUS,
NATURAL JESUS,

How begotten? Whére was he from twelve to thlfty?'
‘Was he an Essenian ?

Modern Spiritualism.

The Wave commencing in Rochester; Its Present Altl.
tude; Admisslons from the Press in its Favor; Testimonies:
of the Poets; Testimonies of its Truth from the Clergy.
Beecher, Chapin, Hepworth, etc., ete.

ItsiDoctrines Systematized.
What 8piritualists belleve concerning God, Jesus Christ,

1} 13 3

the Holy Ghosgé Baptlsm, Faith, Repentance, Inspiration,.

Heaven, Hell, Evil 8pirits, Judgment, Punishment, Salva~
tion, Progression, the Spirit-World, the Nature of Love,
the (t}enius, Tendency and Destiny of the Spirltual Move.
ment.

Nearly 400 octavo pages, beautifully bound in beveled
boards. Price 81.25 ; postage 15 cents.

For sale wholesale and retall by BANNER OF LIGHT
PUBLISHING CO.

IFE-HISTORY OF OUR PLANET,
Pror. WM. D. GUNNING,

Tae Story of Creation has been told in works intended for
tho general reader. This work Is addressed to the sama
class, but 13 not written in the vein of “popular sclence,”
neither are {ts pages welghted with the sounding phrasesjo€
“technical sclence.” -

This volume, it 18 ho{»ed, will compare with later works.
on astronomy~—works which, without being grimly mathe-
matleal, take the reader through methods not beyond the-
rci,:t\cllx of his culture to results In time and space and mag-
nitude.

Ono volume, bound in fancy English cloth, with black und.
old ornamentation. Illustrated by nearly 100 engravings,
rom original drawings, by Mrs. Mary Guunlpg.

Price 1.50, ll)ostmze 12 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

MAXHAM'S MELODIES.

Arranged for Solos, Duets, and Quartets..
Also Six Poems.

BK the beautiful gate 8weet somewhere
There are angels near Old melodles
Don't shut the door between|You never can tell
ns, mother . We shall not pass this way
Surely the cuctaln i3 lifting nlga!n
The evergreetNnountains of{1f all who hate would love us
life " Bolitude

The land beyond A good time now

Such beautiful hands When the wife has gone-
The real life away

Waltin The stingy man's fate

Beyon Don’t look for the flaws

It’s weary the walting Be csreful what you say
My motber’s beautiful hands|The old brass knocker

The beautiful land And so goes the world
The angel life Castles In the air
Infinite Father An honest man

An angel baud doth ;watch|{The angel child
o'er me

In cloud covers,  Single coples 35 cents,

Satistled, song reveric by A, J. MAXHAN, Insheet.
form, Pr e 25 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.
EPLY TO REV. DR, SNYDER'S COM-

MENTS ON SPIRITUALISM, A Lecturs dellvereld;'.

In 8t. Louls, Mo., Sunday, May 27th, 1894, by DR, FRED
H. WILLIS.

Pamphlet, pp. 24. Prlce 5 cents.
]:cqples....... oo

gg cg‘nu.

30 .
Yorsaleby BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHIN

1,00
00,

LARKIN SOAPS

<+ OUR OFFER FULLY EXPLAINED IN gANNER

Apr. 1. tf

AND PREMIUMS.-FACTORY TO FAMILY
8end for a beautiful booklet fres, et
tells how to obtain, free, the famousg
Larkin premiums worth $10.00 eack.

The Larkin Soap Mfg, Co,, Larkin St,, Buffalo, N.Y,
OF LIGHT OF MARCH 28, 1899.
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