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EVOCATION.

BY EDGAR GREENLEAF BRADFORD.

Hearken—rejoice!
' Hear ye the oracle of Life,
List to the rune with meaning rife;

In trumpet tone 
Or softly blown, 

Thus speaks the resurrecting Voice; 
Or be ft more, or be It less, "

Thyself express I

For this did elemental powers conspire 
v To focus thee, a world's desire,

Iu that dear matrix of maternal love;
For this, a second time
Thou shalt be disentombed, oh! Soul, 
And Mother Earth shall give thee birth 

To brighter clime.
s

Thou shalt express thy Self I
To thee
And other forms that be
This chant is sung
In common tongue:

lam that I may be:
-* In line and hue

And coupled might, 
In star-strewn blue, 

And earth bedight, 
I would unfold me to myself.
I would behold me In thyself!

For this are shine and shade inwove;
For this the seven-rayed sunbeams rove, 
And riven on cloud, and rock, and leaf, 
Escape their lucent prism-sheaf: 
For this is hung the solar wreath;
For this the deep’s brine seeks the sky, 
And flowers’ souls are waft on high.

Thou art
In brain and heart
Of the essential Whole a part;
In the vast book of life, a Word-
Speak forth thy name

All undeterred

In this alone
Is Life outsliown; ^

In this is joy
Without alloy!

Always thou dwelt in primal tones, 
And wiien the harper Destiny 
Struck forth thy latent chord, 
Under that Titan touch 
Thou cam ’st a Voice
To sing through echoing ages—
To finer ears made known
When lost to ours.
And llfe?-to live fearless, full-orbed and free;
And in all other forms thy soul's perspective see!

Common Sense versus Spirit Revela­
tions.

BY CHARLES DAWBARN.

When the schoolboy has worked out his sum 
he is taught how to prove his result by doing it 
over again in some other way. Spiritualism 
has been a “sum” for its believers. They 
have kept adding statement to statement, as 
given them by returning spirits, until they 
have a whole column of beliefs about another 
life. They have then added it up, and called 
the total “Knowledge Concerning Life After 
Death." The only proof they have demanded 
has been some reasonable identity of the re­
turning spirit. It does not seem to have oc­
curred to even the grandest of tbeir seers that 
“ Common Sense ” demands, and has a right to 
demand, that their sum in addition shall be 
checked by adding it all over again from the 
other end. In this article for the good old 
Banner of Light, I propose to change tbe 
usual process, and instead of accepting state­
ments made by returning spirits, I will help 
the student to add up facts gathered by mor­
tals, and then see how far such total agrees 
with the present beliefs, wrongly called knowl­
edge. I know this sounds harsh and unkind to 
the whole-souled Spiritualist, whose implicit 
belief in her spirit friendsand relatives is based 
on many years of happy spiritual communion. 
But alas! neither happiness nor belief can bo 
added into figures when you are demanding 
solid proof that your present total is correct.

First, let us see what we believe to-day con­
cerning our own hereafter, as the result of half 
a century of teachings by “spirits.” We be­
lieve that if we have developed our own soul­
life we shall find ourselves in a world very 
much like this, but decidedly improved. We 
expect the sun to shine upon scenes such as, if 
believed, make death our best friend, for we 
have been taught that our coming “leap in 
the dark” lands us amid all that heart could 
desire. So we believe in a glorious reunion 
with loved ones “over there,” and that we 
shall dwell in cities, towns, hamlets, or in rural 
solitudes, as we may prefer. But everywhere 
alike the beauty of our surroundings is to sat­
isfy every craving of our soul. Trees with unfad­
ingfoliage, flowers with hues unknown to earth, 
and insects gorgeously arrayed flitting from 
blossom to blossom will make “home, sweet 
home” for us. We hear of birds whose trills 
are everlasting songs of praise to their Creator. 
The brooks, the rivers, the lakes and the 
oceans are both soul-satisfying and harmless, 
whilst lofty mountains not only offer foothold 
to those who like to go up into a mountain and 
pray, but necessarily perform their accustomed 
part in creating movements in that celestial 
atmosphere. And we believe, for so we are 
taught, that in this region of bliss are tri­
umphs of architecture by man, and for man, 
transcending our imagination of to-day. With­
out further detail we may accept these state­
ments as embodying our present beliefs, all of 
which, we must remember, are the result of 
revelations by returning spirits—some in the 
name of God, and others on their own account 
and responsibility. So we have the child's sum 
before us, but added up from the spirit’s end

of the column. I will now invite the reader to 
do the same addition, but from the other end; 
that is to say, from discoveries made by mortal 
man here in earth-life. If the result be the 
same we will shake hands all round, and pro­
claim our coming angelhood. But if tbe totals 
differ, it would seem to bo the part of Com­
mon Sense to search for the mistake.

First, then, let us begin with a great discov­
ery made long ago by the renowned Prof. Tyn­
dall. He proved by exhaustive experiments 
that the old dream of the creation of man out 
of the dust of the earth was only a fragment of 
a mighty truth, for without dust creation it­
self would be a mighty failure. An atom of 
dust is t^e core of every raindrop. Without it 
every time a super-saturated atmosphere dis 
charged its surplus moisture it would be in a 
“cloud burst,” which would destroy every 
form of life, save, perhaps, that of fishes. Rain 
would be unknown and impossible. Without 
dust the sky would be black instead of blue, 
and light would flash in streaks that would 
only variegate the darkness. It is dust that 
permits reflection and refraction, so without 
dust we should have no color, and therefore no 
glorious sunrise or sunset. Beauty would be 
unknown, for flowers in the absence of dust 
could neither absorb nor reflect the prismatic 
ray. A maiden’s blush would be impossible 
since the maiden herself would not be present 
to typify beauty, virtue and love. Such was 
the discovery of the cold-blooded scientist, so 
the reader will see that when he proposes to add 
up his beliefs from the earth end of the sum he 
must do his work in an atmosphere .containing 
a certain mixture of dust. But he presently 
observes that the spirit communicator has not 
only been apparently ignorant of such facts, 
but has actually been picturing for us a spirit, 
world without any dust. And yet he has 
been claiming every effect which, so far as we 
can prove, cannot be produced in any other 
way. Let us now notice the tremendous dif­
ference in the total of this sum according to 
which end is our starting point.

Without dust there can be neither blue sky nor 
glorious sunshine in the spirit-world, and there­
fore no flowers and green leaves fpr maidens to 
wear. The homes and temples that sparkle in 
.the sunshine, as we are told, could not do any 
sparkling without dust. Moreover since rain 
demands dust as the core for every drop, 
there is either dust and rain, or no dust aud 
no rain “over there.”

I hear a skeptical believer say “ Stuff and 
nonsense. The angels have something more 
important to do than to talk about DUST. Of 
course there is dust ‘over there,'and every 
other good thing. So this is all ‘much ado 
about nothing.'” But unfortunately Common 
Sene? is not satisfied. He replies that dust 
becomes “ dirt ” when it accumulates where it 
is not wanted, and it is dirt that wearies the 
heart of the careful housekeeper. Dust-pan 
and broom must then be celestial implements 
of which the good angels, when we have po­
litely invited them in, have never said a word. 
It has never occurred to us to offer them a bath 
after their long journey, yet if there is dust 
in their atmosphere, as well as ours, we may be 
sure “ Cleanliness is next to godliness,” and 
soap a necessary means of salvation. Yet in 
the long column of beliefs added up by the 
Modern Spiritualist, there is not even a line 
about soap, and dust pans and brooms. Not 
even a figure of speech to tell us what they do 
with their wet dust, which we call “ mud,” 
nor about their necessarily soiled clothes, and 
therefore washing days, with occasional house- 
cleanings.

The reader will now begin to see that his 
column of beliefs, when added up from our 
end, does not agree with the total he has 
figured, as told by saints and angels. So some 
thing is wrong somewhere; I do n't say where; 
but there is the mistake staring us in the face, 
if we dare to open our eyes. I do n’t oven say 
as the believer has just said: “Of course they 
have dust over there.” I simply repeat that 
I cannot add 'tipmy column to agree with that 
added up by our spirit visitors. I do not even 
know that there is a particle of dust in tlie 
next life; but if there is, and it is not a neces­
sity of life and beauty, as in this world, then I 
humbly confess that 1 do not know anything 
about it, in spite of all the inspirations and 
revelations which adorn Modern Spiritualism. 
So we actually find that a little thing like 
dust has been settling upon Divine Revela­
tions, till the divinity is becoming uncertain 
and invisible.

Now we will take another line in our column 
of beliefs which refuses to add up correctly, 
and that is the personal Love which we are 
told is waiting to welcome us to a heaven of 
eternal joy. Nothing has been more powerful 
in winning belief than the descriptions as 
"revelations,” common to every religion as 
much as to Modern Spiritualism, of the LOVE 
which, unkilled by death, goes on fondling for 
all eternity. We will now let Common Sense 
add it up from our end of the column, and we 
will take the love of loves, or mother love, 
for our illustration.
□The great majority of animals will risk life 
in protection of their young. They exemplify 
the self-sacrifice which is the glory of mother­
hood. This “mother love” lasts so long as 
absolutely necessary, but usually no longer. 
In a few weeks or months the youngster is 
driven off or punished if he presume to ask for 
his mother’s old caress. We may call such love 
an inotinot necessary to the preservation of 
the race. The longer the infancy, the more 
prolonged the “mother love ” pbut there comes 
a time when it is no longer necessary, and 
then it usually dies out. It has been one-sided 
all through. One mother is as good as another 
to the infant. No "love at first sight” comes

with babyhood. If the mother die, the child 
misses an accustomed face. That Is all. There 
is nothing mutual in the instinct. It is true 
that by association a very different love will 
be evolved, for it will be a love which is mu 
tual. The continuance of the old one sided 
and protective Mother Love, even if possi­
ble, becomes ridiculous because Nature has no 
further use for it. I have recently illustrated 
this thought in an article by picturing an 
orphan child, trained and educated in the 
beliefs of Modern Spiritualism, and at last 
dying with a great soul-longing for the embrace 
of her spirit-mother. And according to the 
picture we imagine Nature atoning for that 
cruel mortal bereavement by the eternal hap­
piness of that mother and child. Such is the 
very essence of Modern Spiritualism. But 
Common Sense finds that "Mother Love” 
won’t add into his column of “facts in spirit­
life.” It is beautiful, but impossible. If every 
mother is seeking to express a mother's love 
in that higher life, tben the mother of that 
orphan child—the orphat'’" ’randmother—is 
seeking a fond embrace : t child. But 
in its turn that embra: mothered by a 
call from her mother—th,. child ■mat-grand­
mother—to come and be her own mother’s 
darling babe. The poor orphan, newly arrived, 
will surely discover from such an experience 
that there may be altogether too much of a 
good thing, even if that be called “Mother 
Love.”

Common Sense makes a comment here. 
He asserts that everything personal, whether 
applied to God or Love, is limitation.

HARMONY WITH ONE’S SELF' IS 
HEALTH.

HARMONY WITH ANOTHER IS LOVE.
HARMONY WITH ALL IS IMMORTAL­

ITY.
Disharmony in one’s body is disease. Dis­

harmony with another is discord and hate. It 
is necessarily destructive of form, and is there­
fore "mortality.” In the spirit-world, as in 
ours, disharmony must sooner or later disinte­
grate and destroy form. So Common Sense 
declares that LOVE and, JMMORTALITY are 
the same thing. But it is uot tne limitation of 
the earth love, with its personal element. It 
is perfect harmony with all that is, and em­
braces a universe as much as a soul. It could 
not die, for it is God manifest in form.

Such is the LOVE which Common Sense 
adds into his column, but he draws his pencil 
through Mother Love, so long foisted into 
heaven by revelation. Necessarily the total, 
when once more added, gives him a very dif­
ferent spirit-world to that pictured by return­
ing spirits.

Almost every so called “statement of fact” 
concerning the next life is equally unsafe as a 
foundation for belief. I know it seems diili 
cult for old Spiritualists to move on a little 
and look at the future from another stand­
point. But Common Sense leads the way.

I have been reading letter No. Ii5 by Miss 
Judson in the Banner of Light, She is a 
valued and frequent correspondent of mine. 
I admire her clear headed, warm-hearted and 
logical way of expressing her ideas. But all 
the same she is adding her sum from the spirit 
end of her column, so her total and that of 
Common Sense seriously differ. For in­
stance, she says “ filial and parental love are 
imperishable.” Yet, as we have just seen, 
Common Sense shows and proves that such 
limitation of love is a direct trespass on the 
rights of eternity. Years ago, she tells us, 
she accepted certain statements from her 
spirit guides, so of course they stand to-day 
added into her total of belief. Yet more she 
claims to use such statements "to unlock 
every closed door.” Thus her argument, like 
that of all other mediums, is based on the 
statements of spirits, instead of being founded 
on facts gathered and added up by mortals. 
Her theories of spirit brains holding mortal 
memories won’t add into our column. She 
would probably be unhappy if she could even 
imagine herself as differing from her revered 
spirit father. Yet his statements, like those of 
all other spirits, must stand the ordeal of be­
ing added up from the other end of the col­
umn before they are pronounced correct. Iler 
claim of two bodies to one soul yet united in 
memory, is as yet a spirit statement only.

As I write I look down into the foliage of a 
tree under my window. I witness a tremen­
dous battle going on between English spar­
rows. One almost watches to see if either 
side has a Dewey or a Sampson to crush the 
foe. I now close my eyes, and scenes in Eng­
land are instantly before me. Space is thus 
an impossible limit to my Ego as it dwells to­
day in my mortal body. The dinner-bell rings, 
and I hear it with satisfaction. Yet I in­
stantly sense the call of the old Roman to 
his mid-day meal. Thus tbe Ego within my 
mortal form knows absolutely nothing of the 
limitation of time. Yet it Is the same Ego, 
expressing itself through the same mind in 
the same mortal body. It does not need a 
supposed spirit body to explain the facts. 
Clairvoyance is thus, or may bo thus, only the 
use of my one sole mind, but on a different 
level of vibration, in which its accustomed 
limitations disappear. It sees and hears un­
limited by space. It is supposed to travel be­
cause of our educational limit. The power of 
the Ego, working through mortal mind and 
organism, may amply suffice for phenomena 
without compelling our acceptance of the 
spirit dogma of two bodies to one soul at the 
same time. Such Ideas are all right if you 
must add your column from tbe spirit end, 
but they do n’t -figure in the total presented 
from mortal experience. And, of course, the 
spirit statement may be correct; but until the 
total is the same from either end something is

wrong somewhere. So perforce I pass with­
out further notice each and every critic who 
persists in adding from the spirit end and call­
ing his total knowledge.

I must now ask the reader to notice the 
extraordinary limitations and contradictions 
presented in statements by spirits who profess 
to tell us about the life they are now living. 
We must remember these are questions of fact, 
and not offered to us as theories. A few weeks 
ago there was a long communication in the 
Banner of Light given through the Ouija 
Board, and describing many of the alleged 
scenes in spirit-life such as Common Sense 
suspects to be impossible. We are told of new­
born spirits finding, each for himself, careers 
exactly adapted to their inherent tastes and 
mortal experiences. Such details give us a 
pang of satisfaction at the prospect of death. 
At last the spirit-historian—blended with a 
Ouija Board—tells us that old soldiers delight 
to gather in regiments and march as in days of 
yore. Presently GOD ALMIGHTY comes and 
personally reviews them.

We cannot condescend to criticise such non­
sense. But it shows th? spirit-limitation on 
which I am insisting, and it would be there all 
the same if this honest talker had not thus 
“let the cat out of tbe bag.”

Again, a week or two later, was another 
description of spirit-life through a Shaker me­
dium, and therefore, from the standpoint of 
Shaker belief, John Calvin is pictured in lone­
ly misery, as tbe result of having burned Ser- 
vetus. At last, and all spirit-tales have an “ at 
last,” Servetus comes to help him. Together 
they presently reach a Home where a form of 
worship expressed in singing and dancing is 
going on. Of course Calvin joins iu and there­
by presently becames a pious shaker.

Now I and the reader don’t know these 
accounts are not all true. But we do know they 
won’t add up front our end of the column. 
And we assert that although the majority of 
spirit-talks leave no such loopholes, we are not 
thereby justified in accepting them as Divine 
Revelations.

Now what does all this mean? Thousands 
are reading these articles, and many of them 
anxious for truth at, any cost. These readers 
for the most part know that spirits return, 
and thus prove life after death. Such facts 
will add up with the same total, whether you 
start from top or bottom. Immediately follow­
ing this great discovery came a flood of spirit­
talks containing statements which have been, 
with few exceptions, counted as much “ facts ” 
as the first two. And out of such statements 
a whole philosophy has been spun, which 
crowds of enthusiasts are striving with might 
and main to crystalize into a new religion. 
Yet further, history teaches us that the relig­
ions of the past have originated in precisely 
the same manner. We almost always have a 
mortal or mortals listening to a voice from the 
inner life, and presently accepting it as a re­
ligion. And since all could not thus see and 
hear, BELIEF has been woven into a necessity 
of salvation under the name of FAITH; and 
from the spirit end of the column the facts al­
ways added up into a Divine Revelation. My 
present contention is that in every such case 
the sum should be proved by being added up 
from our end of the column.

Now I must once again reiterate, for the ben­
efit of new readers, my own explanation of the 
why and the wherefore of mv general distrust 
of what spirits say about the next life. What 
they say about this life can be easily “added 
up” from this end, and is often rejected as un­
true. That which has been said about the next 
life is, and has for the most part been accepted 
if it has been in harmony with intelligent pub­
lic opinion at that time. But both positions, 
that of the seen and the unseen, the reader 
and I are now examining from the mortal 
standpoint. Of course there is indignant pro­
test from mediums whose guides deny, and also 
from believers with experiences they deem sa­
cred to truth. And if the reader thinks it is a 
pleasant position to thus advance all alone 
against such intrenchments, let him just enlist 
for the war, and he will soon find out how it 
feels.

Taking Miss Judson as a representative of 
the very highest mediumship, we find her taught 
by her controls that we all have two bodies in 
this life, each of these bodies claiming the same 
memory. This is addition from the spirit end, 
ignoring all recent discoveries of the vibration 
of matter, and the consequent storage of mem­
ory. We have discovered that convulsive 
•hanges, either by accident or design, destroy 
memory in mortal life. We therefore infer, 
and have the right to infer, that changes of vi­
bration will destroy memory in any life. Let 
us see what this means iu our search for truth.

We have on this., coast a gentleman, with 
whom I am acquainted, who has by his own 
brain power risen to aposition where his influ­
ence as a man amongst men is realized by hun­
dreds. Few know that at one period of his life 
he had a convulsive fit, and that as a conse­
quence seven yearsof his life’s experiences dis­
appeared, and have remained silent ever since. 
This interval included his marriage to a loved 
maiden, and the birth of children. In a mo­
ment they became strangers, and all who 
claimed his friendship were objects of suspi­
cion. His mental power was great as ever, and, 
for the most part, his tastes unchanged. Ho 
learned at last to accept those seven years with 
all their events, as realities, because he added 
up the facts from his present end of the line, 
To-day he exhibits a new and absorbing love 
for both wife and family, founded on a noble 
manhood, that, nevertheless has a gap of seven 
years between its links.

Nature’s law, by which memory is embedded 
in vibration, is too old a story for these col­

umns. We know it as a fact in earth-life. 
When any one, such, for instance, as Miss Jud­
son, denies that this scientific fact applies to 
spirit-life, she is adding her column of beliefs 
from the spirit end with a result that contra­
dicts all our mortal experience. I have already 
shown that the theory of two bodies and brains 
to one man in the present life is spirit doctrine 
that won’t "prove,” but much worse is the 
idea that the spirit can, either by l ook or by 
crook, control both his mortal and immortal 
memories at the same time, regardless rf Na­
ture’s law of vibration. We have many in­
stances of a mortal brain so changed by a con­
vulsion that its memory is gone. The hypnot­
ist produces a similar effect when he says to 
his subject “do n’t remember,” with the result 
that certain experiences disappear The me­
dium when entranced finds the old memory 
silent. Memory is perpetually giving us exam­
ple that it is subject to law, but in spite of such 
facts gathered by Common Sense those who 
take their knowledge on faith are constantly 
talking and believing as if spirit memory had 
no such limitations. Personally I do not 
know that it has. But if it has not, then I 
confess my utter ignorance concerning life 
after death.

Having thus paid our attention to mortal 
brain, suppose the reader and I now turn to 
that of the spirit. I presume the said spirit 
has a brain because 1 notice that when he 
comes back he can remember everything he 
said or did on any of bis visits, recent or re­
mote. And I assume memory to be an attri­
bute of brain. But I decline to assume that 
be is independent of the law of vibration. 
Necessarily if he be an advanced spirit, the 
change of vibration by which he reaches our 
senses when lie returns, must be enormous- 
fa.’’ greater than the convulsive change of vi­
bration which, we have seen, destroys earth­
memory. Yet we are asked to believe that 
such a tremendous change leaves bis memory 
bright and clear as ever. The reader will see 
that such an idea will uot add into the column, 
of facts which common sense is trying to- 
total. If there be light in heaven there is also 
vibration; therefore Vibration is lord and 
master both of God and man “over there.” 
Love has one vibratory beat and hate quite 
,another. Change that beat, and vou may de­
stroy either or both. Such is Natural Law. 
Now fancy a spirit carrying with him the gos­
sip of the sewing-circle or the pink tea. the 
coarse sensuality of the smoking-room tale, or 
the myriad horrors that have beset and per­
haps cursed his life. There would not be much 
bliss in that. Such a heaven would be a suburb 
of hell, with a through train every ten minutes. 
Yet nothing but this very law of vibration 
stands between tbe progressed spirit and just 
such memories. He has none of those old 
memories, because they are left behind in the 
old vibrations, and nothing but their effects 
are written on his soul. Now watch such a 
spirit returning as near to the earth-sphere as 
the law of bis new manhood will permit. He 
is seeking a medium. But what for? The 
general opinion seems to be that the medium 
is to be used just to voice the memories the 
spirit has brought with him. But such memo­
ries are impossible. They would be contra­
band in his spirit-home. He seeks the medium 
that the medium may recall for him the old vi­
brations, when the old memories reappear as a 
matter of course. If the medium is exactly 
adapted to the needed vibrations we call that 
“spirit return” perfect. But if that medium 
can only partially repeat for him those old vi­
brations then the poor spirit has most of his 
trouble for nothing. One of the most noted 
mediums in the world writes to me to say that 
she has had a myriad of experiences proving to 
her satisfaction that spirits do not forget their 
earth history, and retain their old memories. 
But thetalster has not grasped the law. Her visi­
tors have their old memories because she can 
help themJto their old vibrations, and not be­
cause they walk round in spirit-life with their 
old memories pinned to their coattails. Each 
earth-thought, word and deed has made for 
them a state of consciousness of love or hate, 
of virtue or crime, which determines spirit 
status by this very same law of vibration, and 
which must be outlived and evolved to the 
manhood of an angel.

Now suppose we reverse our thought and 
apply it to the memories of spirit-life. Such 
memories are imbedded in vibrations which 
the mortal medium could not express and live. 
Lightening’s bolt would be no more deadly to 
tbemortal. But before that spirit can return to 
earth his vibrations must change to a point at 
which he can influence the medium’s brain. But 
the student will notice that the mortal medium 
cannot help that spirit to recall his memories 
of his spirit experiences. She has no vibra­
tions of that kind to place at his service. 
Therefore the spirit can do no more than re­
flect and repeat such spirit-thoughts as he can 
grasp under those conditions. At this point 
comes in the wondrous law of MULTIPLE 
PERSONALITY. That returningspirit is hav­
ing certain experiences during his return that 
belong, so to speak, neither to heaven nor 
earth. They are being embedded in vibrations 
of their own. When he leaves they remain. 
When he returns they await him. They are 
records of his manhood on that level, and 
therefore are actually a personality of his ego 
that belongs neither to earth nor spirit life. 
But they are evolving States of Consciousness 
in spirit-life, like every other personality. 
Some spirits come to play the devil. Others 
are holy angels. Remorse will darken the one, 
and love brighten tbe other.

Surely we can now see that the spirit can, at 
the very best, express but few spirit facts 
amidst such vibrations. The medium’s own 
vibrations, amid which the spirit builds his 
now personality, will largely determine both 
what ne says and what he believes wiien he is 
in what we call "control.” And this offers a 
most rational explanation of the contradic­
tions and absurdities told concerning spirit­
life'by our celestial visitors.

The student reader will now take careful 
note that the foregoing facts must be added 
into his sum if be would hope to even measur­
ably grasp a singledetail of the life thatawaita 
us all beyond death.' For he can now see that 
no spirit has ever come to earth save under 
these limitations, therefore every communica­
tion has been colored by the conditions of the 
spirit’s new personality. Furthermore, that 
new personality remains as permanent on or 
amidst its own vibrations as the personalities 
of either the earth or the spirit-world. Such, 
at least, is the conclusion drawn by Common 
Sense when he has added up the total of the 
column from the earth-end of tbe sum.

San Leandro, Calif.
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Tbe time at last ts coming, 
When we all muit take a stand, 

To drive tho toe of honesty 
Forever from tho land.

At last we 'ye reached the station 
Where wo must select our choice;

And say If right or wrong shall live, 
With one uplifting voice.

These curses to humanity, 
And to tho Cause wo love, 

The demon mouthed Intruders;
To the work of those above.

We must crush them down forever, 
Blot their deeds from history’s page, 

Frauds at. last will all be conquered, 
Aud will vanish with this age;

It will be a mighty battle, 
Not with cannons, guns and swords;

But with voice and deeds most noble, 
And with pens true mightiest words;

Truth alone can gain the struggle, 
Let us use It pure and free;

Until over fraud, deceivers, 
We shall gain our victory.

Friend, you've started strong and wisely
In the grand and noble work 

Of making pure the spirit teaching, 
Hound whom shadows never lurk. 

We have gathered here this evening
Like true patriots of old.

To show yon our appreciation 
Of file work you’ve made so bold.

We will aid you in your doings
You to us the Trulli have shown, 

Carry out your grand endeavor,
We will prove you not alone.

May the spirits ever guide you,
And their purest blessings send, 

And though others turn against you
I ’ll remain your Sincere Friend.

Edivaud Wahuen Hatch.

[All rights reserved. To bo pcblbhed hi hook form.)

The Purpose of Life:
Or the Phenomena and Philosophy of Modern 

Spiritualism Reviewed and Explained.
BY C. G. OYSTON.

CHAPTER VIII.
Is One Embodiment in Physical Life Sufficient for 

the Eternal Progressive Requirements of 
the Human Soul?

Our birth is but a sleep, and a forgetting;
. The soul that rises with us, our life’s star,
Hath had elsewhere Its setting, 

And cometh from afar;
Not in entire forgetfulness.

^ And not In utter nakedness,
But trailing clouds of glory do we come.

Earth fills her lap with pleasures of her owu.
Yearnings she hath in her own natural kind, 

And with something of a mother’s mind,
And no unworthy aim;

Tlie homely nurse does all she cau
To make her foster child her inmate mau -

Forget the glories lie has known,
And that imperial palace whence be came.

sweet, gentle and loving Id disposition as any iouI that 
ever wore flesh. These separate children may be intro­
duced to the world under similar psychological conditions, 
the parents experiencing the same dally routine, and yet 
the offspring may be as far asunder as the poles. Nay, If 
the parents alone gave the soul active and Independent 
existence, we may reasonably imply that the children will 
of necessity resemble their progenitors spiritually as well 
as physically. Again, if you endorse this Idea, you practi­
cally admit that the child Is till at once endowed with 
sufficient knowledge to weave, mold and control the most 
complicated piece of machinery in tho whole universe. 
Preexistence being a logical sequence of my position, let 
us suppose that a far advanced spirit wishes to come in 
contact with mat ter for humanitarian purposes. Now the 
idea of nlimbodimout seems generally entertained In tho 
case of Jesus of Nazareth. Tlie Christians who believe 
him God Almighty tacitly admit his power to take on ma 
terial clay, although the mightiest spirit in tho realm of 
being. The .Spiritualist, who rejects the God idea in con­
nection with the Nazareno, recognizes him as one' of the 
most powerful, pure and benevolent spirits that ever lived 
on earth, and this spiritual teacher himself declared 
“Before Abraham was, 1 am.” Then, suppose he wished 
to return, what course wotud lie pursue? Certainly if he 
presumed to inhabit the mortal form in all the glorious 
effulgence of his expressed spiritual power if he came into 
direct association with an earthly mother without con­
densing his spirit-body aud enshrouding his spiritual glory, 
that mother could not bear the influence ot her would-be 
son, aud his intense brilliancy and power would cause 
instant death to that instrument which he desired to em­
ploy for the purpose in view. Nay, he would appropriate 
to himsell grosser particles as bo descended, until earthly 
beings could bear his transcendant expression of power, 
and by condensing his spirit-body ho would eventually 
appropriate to fiimself tho material atoms, utilize the con­
ditions supplied, aud attach to himself material habili­
ments, and walk and talk with men as heretofore.

It is assumed by the opponents of reincarnation that if 
a spirit be destitute of a certain experience he need uot 
necessarily return to inhabit tbe material form, but by 
passing side by side with a suitable medium, he cau obtain 
the requisite soul power which will equip him for his 
eternal journey. Now this assertion 1 emphatically deny; 
for, were this so, men need not come in contact with mat 
ter at all. He would only require to be furnished witli 
knowledge aud instruction from higher spirits, and he 
could pass onward and upward forever. How often do we 
run shoulders with our fellow-man who is bowed down 
with sorrow, yet we cannot adequately appreciate his 
pain.

But it is urged that when a child passes away prema­
turely, and that being has become wound round the ten 
deresc affections ot its parents, it is too revolting to antici­
pate its return to material life; such a conception would 
only have a tendency to estrange tho love of the parent 
from the child, and cause the mother to manifest indiffer­
ence towards tlie incarnate babe. Surely this is taking 
too narrow aud contracted a view of the grand compre­
hensive principle of love. The innocence of childhood 
and the absence of temptation aud sin may seem very- 
sweet to some minds; but you cannot make a spiritual 
athlete unless you give him something he can grasp and 
handle, something that cau test his powers. If it be a 
great aud invaluable boon,to be allowed to live on earth to 
a good age, surely ample justice has uot been meted out to 
that child, who is deprived ot this privilege. Again, would 
you have your child in spirit-life exclusively confined 
within the narrow circle of your domestic relations, al­
though you knew his soul could be enriched by adopting 
a more wayward policy and condescending to grapple with 
matter once more? Love confined within a narrow com­
pass savors much of selfishness. Love must be generally 
diffused iu tbe higher lite, or the purposes of the spirit- 
world will be subverted.

It is maintained by advanced spirits that there is a limit 
to man’s progress in spirit-life, that all progress on the 
part ot tne individual will cease unless he accepts the 
inevitable alternative, and once more becomes encased iu 
flesh. For instance (they say), supp.se you were to ascend 
into the air iu a baboon. You would experience no 
unpleasant sensations until you had attained a certain 
height. Then your muscles would relax, and, unless you 
intercepted your Hight, unconsciousness would ensue, aud 
you would of course pass away. Now, spiritually, your 
experience will be somewhat similar. You will rise up 
ward and onward, but eventually your energies will 
become paralyzed. If you retuse to come to earth again to 
strengthen your spiritual being, you will be entirely over­
come by the inexpressible glory aud loveliness. Your 
volition will be suspended, and you will be incapable of 
moving forward until you obey tbe spiritual law, which1 
provides by a plurality of physical existences for the 
perpetual progress of mankind.

Tlie necessity to re-inhabit material conditions is ndt im­
posed by some august arbitrary power as a punishment. 
Mau possesses within himself the possibilities of a God, 

, therefore he must practically encounter every phase of hu­
man experience in order to become thoroughly conversant 

■ with his own innate powers, that he may ” know himself.” 
- When this knowledge has been acquired—when he shall 
, have mistered and subdued everything beneath him- 

wheu every weakness has been completely overcome, he 
will break off association with a material plauet, and re­
turn to clothe himself with a physical body no more. Mor- 

i bid, indifferent souls while on earth must be lashed into 
activity by the whirlwind of adversity, and the pain attend­
ant on suffering is as essential to raise a flame ot aspiration, 
as physical pain is a necessary sequence in the promotion of 
harmonious development and uuroldment. What is aspira­
tion, but ayearning of the spirit to return to the transcend­
ently beautiful condition which it has left? Even the most 
undeveloped, lymphatic and ignorant spiritual being can­
not perpetually resist the tide of advancement and progress, 
and a consciousness must eventually dawn upon that soul 
of happiness iu the far distant future which is its lawful 
inheritance and within the province of attainment. But it 
is just as possible for an inhabitant of earth to ascend be­
yond our material atmosphere with his physical body in an 
endeavor to reach the planets, as for a soul in an inferior 
degree of unfoldment to enter the realms of light and peace 
without tbe tuition of a plurality of physical life’s expe­
riences.

Suppose a council of the wisest men this earth can .pro 
duce was held in an upper room—men who commanded the 
respect, homageand adoration of their fellow-beings—ou the 
ground floor of that assembly room there resided a boy, 
who, observing the potency of the mighty power wielded by 
these gigantic luminaries on the horizon oi the intellectual 
world, resolved to securo admittance and participate in 
their deliberations in order to give perfect expression to his 
ambition and receive the grateful admiration of others. Of 
course his intellectual power could not harmoniously assim 
ilate with that of more matured experience, and lie would 
be kindly informed that he must return to a condition more 
adaptable for display ot inferior capabilities, so that he might 
learn another practical lesson before he could bleud his 
exertions with the veteran students of spiritual philosophy. 
Our spirit-friends inform us that previous to man’s taking 
on material elements ho existed in spirit-lite pure, but U 
norant of the vast possibilities of the eternal essense with­
in. In that condition lie possessed iu his own person both 
qualities, male and female, which constituted a perfect, 
sphere spiritually. Of course ho could not descend to earth 
until these two constituent elements became separated. 
Consequently the disuniting of tlie two ptinciples occurred, 
and they both became incarnated in flesh for the first time.

1 have been asked to give my views as to the advisability 
of a long-termed settlement of speakers over spiritualistic 
societies. My brief experience In this connection has, 
doubtless, taught mo something, but I am sure that muoh 
remains for me to learn in this direction. At one time my 
enthusiasm In favor of settled speakers know no limit. I 
am now more convinced than ever of its advisability, but 
only under radically different conditions than those which 
now obtain.

Experiences have led mo to shade my views respecting 
settled speakers very much. There certainly is muoh 
work to be accomplished before (except iu a few instances) 
settled speakers can bo considered, at best, as only in the 
light of a doubtful success. Conditions do not warrant 
anything like universal success iu this direction at present 
Certain situations confront us (and I am sorry to say it) 
which seem in an unwarrantable degree, to master most 
Spiritualists.

ft is plainly the duty of every Spiritualist to look the 
facts as they are squarely iu the face, and also to peer into 
tho requirements of tbe future. When this is done, not all 
by any means has been accomplished. There will ever be 
a pressing demand to make real the ought-to-be rather than 
to submissively abide by the what is.

A long settlement of speakers over organizations of Spir- 
itualiats, would constitute a ministry. An uneducated 
ministry will never prove a success. Such a ministry, upon 
a very questionable piano of usefulness, has, it is true, met 
with success, but it has only required the wisdom of to-day 
to demonstrate that its success was a most lamentable, if 
not disastrous failure. Have wo an educated ministry to 
offer to the people? If we have not it will be best to wait 
until we have before we offer any. When we speak of au 
educated ministry, wo especially refer to a class of people 
who are educated along the lines of tbe work’s require­
ments. Wo are not unmindful of those in our ranks whose 
scholarship would certainly suffer nothing by comparison 
with any class of teachers of religion. But a too limited 
view of a minister’s education must not be taken. The 
mere platform, mental exercise ot a Sunday is indeed but a 
slight consideration in relation to real, true pastoral suc­
cess. There are business, financial, institutional and so­
cial (and especially tbe latter) features which will soon 
swamp the novitiate.

If a man with no qualifications in these respects, yet be­
ing an eloquent and able preacher, were to settle over a 
long established church, whose membership had been 
trained to church methods of government, he might find 
no difficulty in meeting with success as a pastor; but quite 
a different state of affairs than this is sure to confront a 
speaker who attempts the work of a pastor over most any 
of our spiritual societies now established. It will not re­
quire much time in most cases for him to discover that he has 
a membership which considers itself not only competent to 
manage the affairs of the society, but will very soon dic­
tate the policy of the pastor also—and also that “verily a 
little knowledge is dangerous.” The following seem to 
me to be self-evident truths; First, we must have an edu­
cated as well as a morally aud spiritually illuminated min­
istry ; one which will feel the importance of educating the 
people, never considering merely what a people want, but 
always what they need. Second, that such a ministry will 
be able to accomplish more wise and spiritual ends by 
gathering around it a few kindred souls who are in harmo- 
mony, aud individually disposed to labor unselfishly for 
tbe good of the cause, than oy trying to lead a society hav­
ing more or less of internal inharmony, which has not yet 
learned that the “world does move,” independent of cer­
tain ruts.

Take this as a nucleus, and, possessed of executive abili­
ty to lead, open a meeting in a desirable place, having 
things harmoniously and orderly arranged; having uot 
only a good meeting place and good preaching, but go id 
music aud generally attractive accessories; then do uot, 
as too many are now doing, viz., dress their institution iu 
a silk hat while its limbs are covered with blue jeans, lu 
other words, get things into a pleasantly appearing corre 
spoudence; tho admission to all meetings should be abso­
lutely free; then instruct the people, and consequently 
interest them in the work being done, and the people are 
certain, in return, to contribute of their moans toward tbe 
establishment of a society upon a basis of permanency. 
This idea can be carried to a successful issue.

Third, under tho present condition of the majority of or­
ganized societies which employ the phenomena, which are 
sometimes of a questionable order to draw a crowd, whose 
ten cent door fees must largely pay tho running expenses, 
no settled speaker for any considerable time can possibly 
prove a success. Such a spirit, as must of a necessity ani­
mato such a procedure is a flat contradiction of tho real 
principles of true Spiritualism. Whether with or without 
a settled speaker, no spiritualistic society cau thrive, in a 
spiritual sense, which in practice denies the spiritual sig­
nificance of tho truth.

No one who can read between the lines of tbe Rev. Minot 
J. Savage’s last Easter sermon can fail to see that, in tho 
above inconsistent position of Spiritualists, lies his princi­
ple objection to popular Spiritualism.

I ani, as most of your readers know, a test medium, as 
well as a lecturer. I have made a careful study of the situ­
ation, and can come to no other conclusion than that a set­
tled speaker would never prove a success who depended 
upon the phenomena alone for the establishment, of lipux 
manent institution. He might draw a crowd, but/that is 
far trom proviuga success; for back of the crowd there 
exists no institution. For success, the speaker must have 
back of him or her au institution, else, when they step out, 
all is gone.

Furthermore, being equipped with that kind of educa­
tion to which wo have referred, tho society should have 
some simple yet- well defined declaration of principles, not 
only of government, but of belief. To the principles the 
speaker could point, These principles, however good, might 
prove objectionable to some—but more can certainly be 
won to something than to nothing. If the people are to be 
won to our cause, it must bo defined, subject to such 
changes as new revelation may prompt and suggest as de 
sirable.

Education on tbe part of speakers, and quite as much on 
tbe part of the people, is tbe open sesame to a supply for a 
woful need, lu America, after fifty years of work, a suc­
cessful demonstration of a settled pastorate is wanting 
still. Here and there, a speaker has been able to remain 
in one place as speaker over a society for a considerable 
time, but how about the success? My ears, in answer, cau 
catch but one sweet echo trom Greenwich, Massachusetts, 
where au institution can be found back of the speaker.

I feel that the man is born who will be able, notwith­
standing the opposition from so many, who will stop out­
side all methods now iu vogue and demonstrate to tbe 
Spiritualists aud to tbe world that settled speakers over 
spiritualistic societies can prove a success.

Hence in a season of calm weather, 
Though inland tar we be,

Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 
That brought us hither,

Can in a moment travel thither,
And see the children sport upon the shore, 

And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.
—ll’ordsuorth’s “ Ode to Immortality.’'

The highest ideal of the most advanced individual on 
earth to-day—tho most elevated conception of the great 
Eternal Spirit entertained by man is that the aggregate 
intelligence presiding over the destiny of mankind is a 
principle of Divine Justice. This altruistic principle of ab­
solute goodness has determined that what is common to 
the experience of one individual canuot be particular to 
another. That no partiality or favor can be shown to any 
soul, butthat every being in existence is entitled to the 

same privileges that have tended to unfold the innate pos­
sibilities of another.

Then if this order of operation does obtain in the higher 
world of cause, it becomes our imperative duty to explain 
philosophically why such anomalies exist on earth—why 
the tendency of the majority of mankind seems to utterly 
ignore the possibility ot such a beneficent ruling. Let us, 
therefore, take an unprejudiced, impartial view of human 
nature manifested iu its various phases, and see if we can 
reconcile ourselves to tbe conviction that equality of priv­
ilege and Divine Justice are manifested during man’s so 
jouru on earth, without introducing the explanatory phi­
losophy of reembodiment.

We have on the one hand a street Arab, conceived in poi­
sonous surroundings, cradled in vice and pollution, batned 
in misery and crime—a being saturated with all the impuri­
ties that can possibly darken tlie spirit-body. Through no 
fault of its own that spirit is obliged to imbibe the waters 
of spiritual bitterness, to roam famishing to and fro, its 
whole activities concentrated in schemes conceived how to 
obtain the physical necessities of life. No benign influence 
of blessed education dissipates tbe intense darkness of his 
mind; but, destitute of all the hallowing associations which 
render life pleasant and profitable, that degraded being is 
sacrificed to tho remoreless selfishness of man. On the 
other hand, a spirit comes iu contact with matter in aristo­
cratic circles. Every facility is afforded tbe mother to sat­
urate that child with beautiful impressions and to promote 
high aspirations. Its advent to earth is heralded with glad­
ness and ostentatious rejoicing. Thoughtfully tended aud 
highly educated, no care or anxiety being manifested for 
the material necessities of life, that child is endowed with 
extraordinary privileges aml'blessings which the less fortu­
nate cannot possibly obtain. Is this right? Doesitaccord 
with superior conceptions of Divine Justice aud the equal­
ity of mankind? Talk uot oi compensation in spirit-life re­
adjusting the obvious inequality. There caunot be a special 
law of compensation for one half of humanity at the ex­
pense of the other. The same principle of association 
which renders possible the existence of rewards aud pun­
ishments cannot be twisted to suit the petty conceits ot un­
developed man, but that law must be as stable and relent 
less as the universe itself.

How mdny degrees of advancement do we find iu the 
manifestation of human life on earth from the impenetra­
ble Esquimaux or Hottentot to the sublime dignity of in 
telligeuce displayed by a 1’iato, a Bacon or a .Shakspeare? 
Knowledge truly Is power. Then if the acquisition of intel­
ligence aud its judicious application renders one man supe­
rior to his fellows, and bestows upon him inexpressible 
blessings, why are not all endowed with the same quality 
of receptivity aud perception ? Surely wise provision has 
been made for the less fortunate, for his mental activities

Progress-was simply impossible until man bad .strengthened 
his latent powers by grappling with troubles, trials, diilicul- 
ties and adverse conditions on earth. Even as the athlete 
strengthens his muscles by gymnastic exercises, so the 
spirit unfolds its latent possibilities by rough contact with 
material life.

A male spirit can never become a female. Sex is deter­
mined by the formative ptiuciple, viz, soul. Ooe objec 
tion urged against reincarnation is that identity will not 
be maintained in the spiritual life; that it will be quite im­
possible to recognize each other after passing through more 
than one physical existence. But this implies that indi­
viduality will be lost. In another portion of this work in­
dividuality has been defined as those spiritual characteris­
tics that distinguish one man from his fellow. The indi­
viduality is tbe real man. The personality is the form that 
man assumes externally while becoming more perfectly in­
dividualized. In -condescending to measure its strength 
with matter once more there is no more danger of losing 
the individuality than in the case of the geologist who by 
an apparently infra-dig proceeding accomplishes an impor­
tant result. He may clothe himself in a miner’s garb, de­
scend deep down into the bowels of tbe earth in order to 
acquire valuable scientific knowledge. His personality 
would be very unpresentable in polite society when Ue ap 
pearedonthe surface, but bis individuality would be im­
measurably enriched thereby. Tbat personality could be 
changed, but nqt the individuality. Individuality is insep 
arable form tbe soul.

Knowledge once acquired is retained forever. The ex­
ternal consciousness may not be directly sensible of bow it 
lias acquired and manifests a special adaptability for dis­
playing extraordinary dexterity and ability in one partic­
ular direction, but the soul has sensed that experience in 
former incarnations, and leading characteristics become 
pronounced in proportion to the successive embodiments.

[To be continued.]

can be promoted by coming in contact continually with su­
perior minds, and yet iu spite of such exceptional advan­
tages, how few can adequately appreciate the benefits to be 
derived therefrom? For instance, you sit down to dis­
course tbe most sublime symphonies from an instrument 
properly attuned for manipulation. You pour out your 
soul in rapture, and the spiritual breathings interblend 
with the musical Strains until your emotions find expres­
sion in tears. However, one individual there present is 
positively pained, and the rich, melodious cadence grates 
harshly upon his ear. So distasteful is the exercise of your 
artistic dexterity that he rises up and deliberately walks 
out of the room. Must not your appreciation of harmony 
be infinitely superior to that unfortunate being?

Take him into an art gallery, and while you could dilate 
with soulful pleasure upon the inspirational enthusiasm 
which dictated the delicate touches of the artist's hand, 
perhaps your companion would be most charmed by the 
gaudy, gilded frame which encompassed the mental treasure 
you so much admired.

Of course in the consideration of our subject preex’st- 
ence goes without saying. The soul cannot be infused into 
tbe child by virtue of the pro-creative act because, being a 
distinct entity and indivisible, it can uever be born as a 
soul, for it follows as a logical necessity that, this being a 
starting point in our existence, there must be an ending 
point, and the spirit will surely die with tbe body, but 
man must be an eternally-existent being, past and future, 
or we may reasonably assume that annihilation is the ulti­
mate destiny of the soul. It tbe inner principle is derived 
from the parents, why is there such a dissimilarity in the 
characteristics and abilities of families? Why is it that 
one may be a philosopher, while another is a corner-end 
loafer? Why Is it tbat one member of a family may pos­
sess an ungovernable temper, while another may be as

Tbe wisdom of God is not made up of pieces, but is only 
one. While we are on this earth we ofight to keep our 
mirror in God to as to be in every respect as a child is like 
its father. Thus we ought to be made out of t he whole cloth, 
and-not.patohed up.—Paracelsus.

The honest man never stops to inquire If honesty pays.

bear a great deal to-day ol fraud* here and there. I am not, 
and those who really belltve are not, moved from our 
track* by such thoughts. , ,

Spiritualism Is a renewal of the question of the ages: 
"It a man die, shall be live again?" Or, ns It Is more ap­
propriately referred to sometimes, "If he once lives, shall 
Iio ever cease to live?" It baa taken centuries and centu­
ries of growth and development to realize that it is an­
swered so naturally. Truly has It been said that in order to 
know, man must do all that la possible through religion. 
Years ago people asked those who bad been tbeir spiritual 
toaobers if they should live again? They have never expe­
rienced this condition, aud so they cannot reply in a sensi­
ble, natural and truthful manner. They only point back­
ward to the realms of tbe past. They point down the 
bygone ages to the man Jesus, repeating the words, " I am 
the Resurrection and tho Life," not looking forward to the 
natural answer that we can give, because their minds have 
not developed to tbat point of unfoldment to receive tbe 
answer as it-really is. A little more than fifty years ago 
came the answer to our question: "I still live, and because 
I have thus communicated to you, you upon earth also shall 
live.”

As I look into your earnest faces to-day, and see the 
joy that beams upon some of them, I see the lines of 
care and sorrow ou them also. I read here a lesson of a 
strong, earnest purpose and an entire faith that works in 
reason. Take hold of the undying assurance of this beau­
tiful fact of living beyond the grave It makes a man 
strong to go on in the grand and noble work of spiritual 
investigation and the reception of spiritual communica 
tion. There is no sadness iu my mind to day as I remem­
ber you are nearer the end of your natural life than tbe 
beginning. But a few years more shall pass away before 
the veil shall completely be rent in twain, and you shall 
know, through actual experience, what you believe you 
know to-day. Your intelligent, reassuring friends have 
told you. and so you know, for it comes through eternity’s 
gates. They have proven themselves to be those you had 
esteemed when living, and we realize that this change 
must come to us all in the not far distant future; then we 
shall be with our loved ones on the other side of life.

I see, as it were, a new audience before me; those now in 
life are sliding down the scale to maturity, filling tbe 
places that will then be vacated in the home, and still 
younger ones coming on to fill the depleted ranks. I see 
tbe workers who are ripening for the change coming out 
to join the vast majority of the grand old workers of the 
olden days. Scores and scores of them have gone home, 
and the encouraging words they spoke, the noble lives 
they led, and the earnest work they did here with us, lead 
us to see not one vacant place upon the platfoim, but all 
those old workers joining with you to-day to keep and to 
bless and to hallow this sacred anniversary. If each of us 
will but work as faithfully and as well as they did, Spirit­
ualism must go forward.

When the time shall come for us to lay off tbe garments 
that now encumber us, we must show that we have grown, 
that we have helped the weaker ones to grow strong in 
spirit and prepared them to take up the work where we 
laid it down. How often we bear people urge others to 
come and take up the work the old workers laid down! 
Take up tbe work for yourself. Tbe old workers have 
never left it for others. They have never laid down tbeir 
work. They are working still for this great movement. 
They worked so faithfully and ably while here tbat they 
continue to instruct others to strengthen their bands to 
work as they were wont to do when on earth. Let this 
thought, then, of the greatness and glory of tbe Spiritual­
ist’s fight for good, be with us, and let us build wisely and 
well. Tbe works tbat we are building now are for time 
and eternity,

It is of the greatest importance that our young should be 
surrounded by the best of influences. As we believe in 
organization, we should remember that we have a duty 
and work to do for tbe young in tbat same direction, to so 
bring them up in the right that they will not drift into 
sectarian Sunuay-scbools. Let us see to-day tbat when we 
go into communion we take our little children by tbe 
hand. Teach them tbe lessons of spiritual communion in 
the home, in the Lyceum (our Sunday-school), and forever 
take them out of those troubling dreams where they see 
things iu the dark, and let thru) feel tbat the angels of 
love and light keep watch over them forevermore.
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Is Man Alone Immortal?
BY WILLIAM EOSTEK, .111.

Once this was a query which 1 anxiously sought to solve, 
for from my boyhood 1 made all animals about our home 
pets, At an early age circumstances roused me toward 
Orthodoxy, aud I discarded its dogmas, taking up a train 
of reasoning which ended in Agnosticism. As the prob­
lems of life arose in my experiences with the world, as my 
horizon broadened, I began to study man and his relations, 
believing there must be better nutriment than the dry 
husks of thtoogy. Glimmerings of light began to flash 
out, a daybreak glow soon irradiating the heavens, lifting 
the fogs of doubt and uncertainty coming from tbe super 
stitions and dogmas falsely called religion. Man and bis 
relations were revealed iu a manner which supplanted the 
negation of Agnosticism by the positivism of Spiritualism. 

'TOu became an ever-living soul—death only a transition—

Our Fifty-First Anniversary.
An Address by Mrs. Juliette Yeaw of Leominster 

Before the Massachusetts State Association, 
Boston, March 30, S. E. 51.

a gateway to immortality. Thus was solved the great 
problem which for years had puzzled me. But there was 
a comate oroblem which had oiten obtruded itselt, which 
was this: Is man alone immortal ? With my “ open vision ” 
of immortality for man tuis question pi eased for solution. 
My love for pets caused me to care for all animals and 
avoid doing them harm. 1 never went bird-hunting, for 
the melodious notes of the feathered songsters stayed my 
gun; and I never could steel myself to shoot harmless rab­
bits and squirrels. 1 had a kindly feeling for the animal 
creation, and when I asked myself why they were and 
what their outcome, it was a chilly thought tbat with them 
death ended all. When thinking the matter over I used to 
say to myself, “If all men are immortal why not animals? 
some of them certainly are more deserving of it than some 
humans; in the long run, striking general average, I guess 
the animals are entitled to the boon.

There are more mean men than mean animals. Take 
any of our domestic animals, critically study them, analyze 
their actions, and we will find numerous characteristics 
which, when exhibited in man, would be deemed highly 
praiseworthy. Scan any intensely Christianized, highly- 
civilized community; you will find many meannesses and 
wrongs which cannot be paralleled among animals; even 
the four hundred are not flawless. Animals possess mar­
velous intelligence, iu t mir sphere, at par with man; qual­
ities of such an exalted type that they would be an adorn­
ment to any man or woman. So many absolute viitues are 
exhibited in our domestic animals, that 1 am forced to 
believe that iu the economy of Nature, in the equitable 
ai justments of the Eternal Order that rules all things, 
animals will “rest and expatiate in a life to come:” There 
will be no aristocracy in death, nor when we”-all are 
“ admitted to tbat equal sky.”

This train of thought is an incidence of the shadow 
which has fallen across my path, which will never wholly 
pass away so long as I may be permitted' to tenant my 
mortal form. I have lost my dog “Rags”; the dear fellow 
is dead. He bad been my companion more than teu years, 
and such a companion as oue can seldom find, whether 
human or animal. He had a love that was pure devotions 
an affection that was stronger than a chain of steel. J 
Where I was he wished to be. He made me a part of him- J 
self; I made him apart of myself. There was such a mu­
tuality of .feeling that the sense of his absence now 
produces a loneliness which is almost overpowering.

You may call this weakness; if it be such, it “leans to 
virtue’s side,” being in the line of the teachings of the Man 
of Nazareth, who recognized tbe solidarity of all animate 
existences. If I was away he grieved, wishing for my re­
turn, when he was overjoyed, greeting me with a joyous 
bark sealed by a profusion of kisses. I never struck nor 
kicked him, never harshly scolded him, and if he needed 
disciplining I spoke in a low tone when chiding him for -., 
some peccadillo (he uever sinned), he apparently under­
standing the whole matter. He received the reproofs with 
meekness, his eyes having an expression which told more 
than words. Ask him if he was sorry, he answered by a 
shower of kisses and expressive wags of his tail. I love to 
watch tbe workings of a dog’s mind through the eye and 
tail; unlike men he never uses honied words or plays the 
hypocrite.

This end came through a lung affection accompanied by 
a harrassing cough. Monday morning, the 17th Inst., I 
saw the change and release were near. He seemed sensi­
ble himself that something unusual was about to happen; 
ho would come and look in mv face in a peculiar manner, 
with a solemnity which seemed to sav, “ Master, I am going 
to leave you.” At length be came as near as possible, 
stretched himself at full length, and, with his eyes upon 
me, breathed away bis life iu a very few moments. With 
that expiring breath an arrow pierced me, which will sting 
till I, too, shall drop tbe burden of life, finding in tbe Eden 
to be—the Beulah land of the hereafter—my per, and a 
demonstration tbat man is not alone immoital. Gladsome 
will be the greetings when "Rags ” and master shall again 
meet, to traverse the endless cycle of the eternities, enjov 
ing a soul-life compensatory for what may have been lack­
ing in the transitory sphere of tbe earth. This much I 
deem due to the memory of my dead dog, "who possessed 
beauty without vanity, strength without insolence, cour­
age without ferocity, and al) the virtues of man without 
his vices; praise which would be unmeaning flattery if in­
scribed over human ashes.”

WarioicA, N. I.

I am always glad when it comes to the Anniversary of the 
glorious time we celebrate, because years aud years ago so- 
called death was clothed forme in the garments of light 
and beauty, hence I have reason to rejoice. I am thankful 
I stilHwwjjd live in this life. It is a beautiful world to 
me, and all the experience of years caunot take away from 
me the simple joy of living in this state of existence. Per­
haps if it had not been for Spiritualism I might not have 
been able to make that statement to you.

You have listened to-day to addresses so profound that if 
you bad beard them, or their like, for the first time you 
would have aeen surprised that outside of theological lives 
there could have been so much that is grand and beautiful. 
So if 1 do not try to say anything very profound, or give 
you any new ideas, I know that I shall be pardoned for sim­
ply expressing a few simple thoughts.

There is one thing that has impressed me as I looked out 
on tbe audience from tho platform, and that is how largely 
it is composed of those in the prime of life, whose heads, 
like my own, are silvered o’er with the frosts of years. 
If I turn to the platform, I see the same conditions mani­
fested. Asi look out into your earnest, intelligent faces, 
it seems as if my very soul is moved by tbe impress of this 
great company. If I should go to each one of you. I sup 
pose almost every one would tell me that, for more than 
a score of years, perhaps for fifty years, perhaps' even for 
as many years as we are celebrating to-day, you have en­
joyed the revelations of Spiritualism. Think how your sor­
rows have been softened and lightened by it! If each one 
of you were to give the proof you have received in relation 
to communion between the earth and spirit life, if records 
could be made of your testimonies, this platform might not 
hold the volumes that could be written of those experi 
ences. In this, then, is the expression of the power and 
grandeur of Spiritualism. More than fifty years have 
passed since it is has been an acknowledged po wer in tbe 
world. To day we are told that our Cause is really moving 
on. This is necessarily the case, for, as Spiritualists, we 
cannot standstill. There can be no going back. There can 
be no standing still. Forever and forever must this march 
be onward and upward. The various phaser of the mani­
festation of this power are muon as in the earlier davs, 
when we were glad to listen to spirit-teaching, although we

supp.se
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Flossie woke and found her doll 
Soundly sleeping Iu her bed, 

"Olil vou, darling, you must wako,
Sweet blue eyes and golden head;

Mamma told mo we might go
Io tiie meadows far away, 

. Oo aud gather pretty Howers, 
For ills the merry Mayl

Children In the days of old 
Chose a queen ot beauty tine, 

If I should choose, It would be you, 
Darling dolly Caroline;

But arise, and let us go, 
For I know It will bo gay;

You’ll enjoy It, 1 am sure, 
And remember merry Mayl "

William Brunton.

brook wm the happier, or whether the roue 
or the violet* were the aweeter.

J mt before Robin pawed back through the 
Ivory Gate Into a new morning, he heard Ills 
fairy godmother naying; " It 'a really Just the 
same, dear, In the day light world whore in the 
Juiit Like-You Country, though you do n't neo 
It ho plainly. It will give back to you what you 
give to It."

To hl# mother, w she bunt over him with a 
good-morning kiss, and “ Mamma's glad to see 
her laddie wake up ho happy,” Robin declared 
very earnestly: “Mamma, I'm just not going 
to have any more horrid days—notnencr. Fairy 
Godmother has shown me how not to have 
them."—U. Amadon, in Mind.

fitting gtprinuut

A Christmas Pie.
BY A LITTLE (UHL TEN YEARS OLD.

It was Christmas eve. In a large parlor of 
a large farmhouse the fiddle was playing, and 

■ dancers were trying to do their duty.
In the cellar of that house a family of rats 

were all complaining of hunger.
It’s a shame!” said Miss Lucy, with an impa­

tient swing of her long tail, “ It’s ashame to be 
kept in hero all day. They 're all in the par­
lor : let's go and seo what they have been doing 
all day.”

“ Yes!” said Bob, “ aud we may come across 
something to oat. I’m most starved.”

Bob and Lucy always ruled, as they did in 
this case. Lucy was just sixteen, a regular 
beauty. She was soon to be married. Bob 
was twenty.

The rest of tho children were all plain. 
There was Polly, who did all the work. Janies 
came next, and then baby Jack, who was very 
cunning, but very homely. Ho ran up stairs 
one day, and the cat caught him by the tail 
and bit it most all off,

This family of seven went stealthily up 
stairs; and ran along till they came to the 
parlor door. They all took turns and peeked 
in. Just then the fiddle began to play.

“Oh! let’s dance,” said Lucy, turning to 
Bob. and they whirled off.

“Don’t they look nice?” said father rat. 
“Do you remember the last time we danced? 
my dear, come on,”

Polly, James, and Jack stepped aside and 
watched the two couple with breathless inter­
est.

The parlor door opened then, which made 
them all scamper off, with their paws in their 
mouths to keep them from laughing; and thus 
betraying themselves.

They went straight to the pantry, and there 
they found the Christmas pie.

“Do you suppose we can carry that homo? 
husband,” said mother rat.

"Oh, yos!” they all cried eagerly, and they 
did, though with great difficulty. Baby Jack 
fell down stairs of course. He never went any­
where but what he did some outlandish thing, 
as Polly declared.

“Why, wbat, shall we cut it with? we havn’t 
any knife,” said Bob.

“ Well, you and I must go and get one, Bob,” 
said his father.

“No, don’t try it I’m afraid you 'll get hurt.
We’ll eat it without.”

So they did.
[Note.—Paragraphing, punctuation and spell­

ing have not been changed by tho editor.]

Cris Burlingame’s Review.
We think our little friends will like to read 

what Master Cris, who is eleven years old, 
writes his brothers about the new book, 
“ White Dandy”:

l)ear brothers: I haw lust finished reading 
a new book entitled, “White Dandy,” which 
tbe editor of The Banner very kindly sent to 
me. It is a companion book to “ Black 
Beauty,” but a short, stocky pony now tells 
his story instead of a graceful, slender horse, 
as was the case in that famous book. The tale 
is about Richard and Fred Wallace and their 
family, the horse being owned by Dick. Fred 
has two boys, Chet and Carm, whose mother 
dies, and he marries a second wite, who has 
two children also, Tommy and Bobby (a girl). 
The family buy a farm and move out to it. 
Chet, who by this time is a grown man, runs 
the farm; he is very cruel. Tommy, who when 
a boy scalded a kitten, turned out to be a mur­
derer. Bobby eloped, and Carm got killed in 
a railway accident. The story winds up with 
“White Dandy” still with his master. Tho 
story is designed to win our sympathy towards 
animals, and to make us easier on our dumb 
servants, and it carries out its purpose admir­
ably. The volume was written by Velma 
Caldwell Melville, and is published by J. 8. 
Ogilvie Publishing Co , 57 Rose street, New 
York. Cris M. Burlingame.

CT. NICHOLAS.—A glimpse of life in New
York city, after the British evacuation, is 

given in the May instalment of Mrs. Barr’s 
St. Nicholas serial "Trinity Bells.” It occurs 
in a description of the heroine’s visit to her 
grandmother.

Catharine puts on her brown camlet frock, 
with its tippet of the same material, ami a 
straw gipsy hat, tied under her chin with a 
wide brown-sarsenet ribbon. Iler fair hair lay 
in shining curls upon her shoulders; at her 
throat was a small gold brooch; and in her 
hand she had a posy of yellow asters. A bloom­
ing little maid all brown and gold, with a face 
serious but not sad, and eyes that shone with 
love and loving purpose.

Her grandmother, Madam Judith Van Clyffe, 
lived in an old house on William street. Sho 
had gone there when she married Koelf Van 
Clyffe. and iu spite of the British occupancy of 
New York, ana of the fact that her husband 
and three sons were with the coutinental army 
or navy, there she had remained. Not without 
prudent managment, however. She had per 
mitted a noted Royalist during the war to oc­
cupy its first floor with his shop, on condition 
that she had the use of the upper floor. Into 
this upper floor she removed all her treasures, 
and then she suffered its windows to become 
covered with dust and spiders’ webs, and to 
take on generally the appearance of being 
merely the storage-place of the shop below 
them.

Ostensibly she removed to her son Jacob’s 
fine farm on the Bowery, and there she busied 
herself in making such delicious blitter, aud in 
growing such fine vegetables, and fruits for the 
governor’s and the officers’ families, that they 
naturally protected her in a position so neces­
sary for their own comfort. So Madame held 
her tongue, and worked hard, and made a great 
deal of money; and whenever she put away a 
British guinea, she said, with a little laugh of 
satisfaction: " it is a spoiling of tbe enemy, 
and when my men come home again, of the 
gold they will be glad.”

But Roelf Van Clyffe never came home again; 
he died on the battlefield, and his eldest son 
died in the hospital; aud as Jansen was at sea 
with his ship, only Jacob came home when the 
war was over. Then Jacob took possession of 
his home, and Madam went back to her house 
on William street, and there sho was living 
when Catharine went to see her. The same 
store was still in the lower part of the house- 
only the Royalist now paid a large rent for the 
premises, and Catherine went into it to ask if 
Madam Van Clyffe was within. The place had 
a pleasant smell of teas and spices, and she 
lingered a moment after she had been an­
swered. So it happened that her eyes rested 
on the figure of an Indian god seated on a shelf 
among bundles of cinnamon bark aud bowls of 
nutmegs aud jars of preserved ginger. Aud 
tbe shelf was like a page out of a romance. 
She iustantly began to wouder what brave 
sailor-man had brought the image over thou­
sands of miles of tossing seas, and the thought 
of the long ocean miles made her father very 
present iu her memory. As she went up the 
bare, ricketty stairs leading to her grand­
mother’s rooms sbe thought only of him, and 
her heart was suddenly troubled with fears 
for his safety—fears which she had never be­
fore felt.

The Century Co., Union Square, New York.

Thousands Have Kidney Trouble and 
Don't Know It.

Thore Ih a disease prevailing In this country 
most dangerous because ho deceptive. Many 
Htidden deaths aro caused by It-hoart dheaHO, 
pneumonia, heart failure or apoplexy aro often 
tho result of kidney disease, If kidney trouble 
Ih allowed to advance, tho kidney poison In tho 
blood is liable to attack the vital organs, or Dio 
kidneys themselves brook down and waste away 
cell by cell. Then tho richness of the blood— 
the albumen-leaks out, and tho sufferer has 
Bright’s disease, tho worst form of kidney 
trouble. Kidney trouble can bo detected, al­
though it be slow and dccoplivo. First, by 
analysis of tho urine; second, by tho simple 
test of Betting tho urine aside in a glass or bot­
tle for twenty-four hours, when a cloudy or 
brick dust settling indicates it.

It was for just such troubles that in His In­
finite power and goodness tho Groat Physician 
caused Swamp-Root to grow for the benefit of 
suffering mankind, leaving it for Dr. Kilmer, 
tho eminent kidney and bladder specialist, to 
discover It and make it known to the world. Its 
wonderful efficacy in promptly curing the most 
distressing cases is truly marvelous.

By sending your address to Dr. Kilmer &Co., 
Binghamton, N. Y., you may have a sample bot­
tle of Swamp Root, tho grout kidney, liver and 
bladder remedy, and a.book that tells more 
about it, both scut absolutely free by mail.

When writing, bo sure and mention reading 
this liberal offer in Boston Banner of Light. 
The regular fifty-cent and one-dollar sizes are 
sold by most druggists. Mako a note of the 
name, SWAMP ROOT, Dr. Kilmer’s Swamp- 
Root, and remember it is prepared only by Dr. 
Kilmer A Co., Binghamton, N.Y.

to some new enterprise, or to distinguish 
themselves some way or other, as they take n j 
heart in anything noble and enterprising, 
strewn as it is all over with thorns. The self­
same blind fate is at the bottom of this sui­
cidal indifference. A parent, worried with the 
burning question of the day—1 mean tho ex­
pensive marriage of a daughter—when asked 
what he is going to do to bring it about, would 
answer to iiis consolation that she is born with 
her fate, and he has sent before her a bride­
groom in view of the coming celebration of the 
marriage, and cast her lot with him and de 
creed it for good or bad long before she assumed 
this mortal tenement called body.

KARMA AND RE-BIRTH.
The.Bengalis believe as much in Karma as in 

their own existence. They must, they say, 
work it out, cost what it may. Whatever ac­
tion, good or bad, they did'in their former 
birth, or rather life, they reap its full fruition 
in this. And the transmigration of the soul 
effected through a cycle of births is put a stop 
to, when It, by doing good deeds and leading an 
unsullied, pious life, attains mukti (salvation 
or emancipation from the bondage of sin). Re­
birth is the necessary outcome of the sum 
total of sin committed in this present life. It 
is good or bad or au admixture of both, as the 
case may be, in proportion to the amount of 
good deeds done or sin committed, I must 
crave leave to state here that the Hindu Karma 
is of course more lenient than the Buddhistic 
Karma with vengeance. [§5 a year; 50 cents a 
cony.]

The Theosophist Office, Adyar, Madras, 
India.

pROF. A. W, SMALL is an optimist. Nev- 
* ertheless, he thinks that he sees clouds on 
the social horizon already bigger than a man’s 
hand. If they continue to enlarge, in the

The Just-Like-You Country.
When Robin had passed through the Ivory 

Gate of Dreams, he was delighted to find his 
dainty little fairy godmother waiting for him 
just inside.

“Oh! I’m glad to see you, Fairy God­
mother,” he said, as ho ran toward her. “ 1 ’ve 
had so horrid a time to-day. My hair would n't 
brush this morning, and I spilled my milk at 
breakfast, and the cat scratched me, and mam­
ma was cross, and Katy said I was a nuisance, 
and just everything hateful happened.”

“I know all about it, laddie dear, so to night 
I’ve had you come to the Just- Like-You Coun­
try. Perhaps what you see hero will help vou 
not to have any more such horrid days. Now 
I must leave you, for in this country you will 
have to find your way alone.” and with a kiss 
like the brush of a butterfly’s wing, she was 
gone.

“ But Fairy Godmother I Fairy Godmother! 
I do n’t want to be alone I I do n’t want you to 
go away!" Robin called again and again, and 
when he found it was of no use, he sat down 
and began to cry as bard as he could.

For a few minutes he cried, when suddenly 
he realized that, though the sun had been shin- 

. ing brightly just before, rain was falling now. 
He looked up through bis tears and saw great 
drops hanging from every leaf of the tree un­
der which he sat, oozing from between the 
petals of the flowers, dripping from the plu­
mage of the birds, and there—why, sure 
enough! —there sat a squirrel on his hind lege, 
with both paws up to his face, while “ tears 
trickled slowly down between them.” Every­
thing about Robin was crying with him.

For an instant ho was puzzled; then burst 
out angrily: “Stop making fun of me, all you 
things! It’s real mean of you, and I won’t 
have it—so there now! Stop it, I say I ” And 
he stamped his foot in a fine temper, then 
stood amazed. For, though all the tears had 
stopped with his own, everything in sight was 
apparently in just as fine a temper as himself. 
No rain fell now, but the thunder growled and 
rumbled; tho winds sighed no longer, but 
tossed the leaves about in fierce gusts; the 
birds were scolding loudly and making angry 
dashes at one another; the squirrel wept no 
more, but chattered his teeth fiercely; the 
thorns of a rose-spray tore at his coat-sleeve, 
and even the violets were shaking their heads 
as if daring one another to come out and fight.

At first Robin did n’t know what to make of 
all this, but all at once he remembered what 
his fairy godmother had told him.

’ “Oh, I see what she meant! In the Just- 
Like-You Country everything acts just the 
same as you do yourself. Wby, how funny! ” 
And he laughed as merrily as it tears and auger 
had never been near.

Quick as a wink, out came the sun, and 
changed every raindrop into a sparkling dia­
mond ; the birds burst into the jolliest of songs; 
the squirrel displayed his shining teeth in a 
broad grin; and you could n’t have told wheth­
er the rustle of theleavesor the rippling of the

THE CENTURY.—In introducing an ac­
count of Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of Mrs. 

Griffith, au engraving of which forms the 
frontispiece of the May number, Mr. Charles 
Henry Hart gives this account of the famous 
painter:

Gilbert Stuart was five feet ten inches in 
height, with fine physique, brown hair, a ruddy 
complexion, and strongly-marked features. 
He dressed with elegance, which was possible 
at the period of which I write, and, notwith­
standing his biting sarcasm, keen wit, and 
searching eye, was a great favorite with the 
fair sex. Iu his thirty-first year he chose for 
his partner through life Miss Charlotte Coats, 
a lady of much personal beauty, and with a 
fine contralto voice, the daughter of a Berk­
shire physician; they were married on May 
10, 1786.

Notwithstanding the new responsibilities 
this changed condition entailed, Stuart con­
tinued his old manner of living, and soon 
found himself deeply embarrassed. In those 
“good old times” the supposed remedy for 
failure to pay one’s debts was the debtors’ 
prison, our enlightened forefathers not pos­
sessing the appreciation of the situation be­
longing’to the untutored child of tbe forest, 
who, when confronted with a like condition, 
laconically said, “Ugh! In prison no catch 
beaver.” Thus many times did Stuart find 
himself where he "no catch beaver,” until, to 
escape the walls of tbe old Fleet, he removed, 
two years alter his marriage, to Dublin, and 
took up his residence at Si Morgan Park, a few 
miles distant from the city, flattering induce­
ments having been offered him by his Irish 
friends, who were so taken with his free man­
ner and open-handedness that they adopted 
him, and spoke of him as “our Irish Stuart.”

Stuart had many amusing experiences while 
in Ireland, although his stories must be taken 
with much salt, as he was a vain rodomon- 
tadist, and counted the relating of imaginary 
experiences among his best practical jokes. 
One story that he was particularly fond of tell­
ing was of an invitation to visit a gentleman 
who desired to have some portraits painted. 
He found an old castle with a new tenant, a 
tailor who had acquired alarge fortune by army 
contracts. The portraits that he desired Stuart 
to paint were of his ancestors; and as he knew 
not wluktliey were, or what they were like, his 
commissishi to Stuart was to paint them as they 
ought to hav« been. This Stuart did so satis 
factorilyto Ms patron that the painter was 
paid double the. agreed price; and those por­
traits, with their century of age, to-day doubt 
less do duty for authentic likenesses of some 
ancient Celtic worthies. Such a story as this 
has its moral as an impressive warning to stu­
dents of historical portraiture, and is an im­
portant foot-note to the history of such false 
impersonations. $4 00 a year; 35 cents a num­
ber.

Tbe Century Co., Union Square. New York.

Great ReductionsPricessBooks
Fully realizing that the tendency of the times is for LOWER PRICES for BOOKS 

tho BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO. has taken a radical step in that direction, 
and, as will be seen by an examination of tho following list, has made reductions in 
the retail prices of books which they own, or control the sale of, ranging from ONE- 
THIRD TO TWO-THIRDS OF THE FORMER PRICES.

The prices at which these books are now offered are so low that unless bought at 
the office, they will be forwarded by express at the purchaser's expense, if an amount 
to cover postage is not incuded with the remittance.

The orluhuil price,, nre given In the Hint column of IlguiTH, <in<l the PRICE* TO WHICH
THEY HAVE NOW BEEN REBUOEB AKE GIVEN IN BLACK FIGURES IN 
NECONO COLUMN.

Oomjplotc "Woi’Isls of JV. J. Dzvvzis, 
ComiaMivj Twenty-Nine Volumes, all Neatly Hound in Cloth.

ANSWERS TO EVER-RECURRING QUESTIONS FROM THE PEOPLE.
This popular volnme-a si-qm-l to “ Phnktiiaija,” Is of the widest Interest, the answers contained 

therein comprising an am active Qmge ot topics.......................................................................................... *
APPROACHING CRISIS; OR. TRUTH VS. THEOLOGY.

Dr. Bushnell's Sermons on tho Blhlr, Nature, Religion. Skepticism and (lie'Supernatural, hero Hurt a 
keen and seal-rillin'critic, the errors of ilu*HmrHi dogmas upheld by the clergy being clearly proven..........  
ARABULA: OR, THE DIVINE GUEST.

This hook, while tosome extent a rontmmii j-m of the author’s biography, Is also a record of deeply 
intere. ting experiences and gives a collection of Living Gospels from Ancient and Modern Saints........ .
BEYOND THE VALLEY:

A Sequel Io the Magic Stall, an Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Davis. Six beautiful Illustrations 
picturing what the Seer has seen. "Bejond tin- Valley” Is a companion volume to the. Magic Staff.” Cloth 
CHILDREN’S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

This manual, containing directions regarding the formation and management of a system of Sunday 
schools for the young, which sha 1 he best adapted to both the bodies and minds of the pupils In attend* 
ance, has accomplished a great work among the. members of our Spiritualist societies. Single copy.........

Twelve copies.......  
fine hundred copies.................................................................... . ..........

DEATH AND THE AFTER-LIFE.
Tin* following! able of contents presented by this book will serve io give the reader some insight as to 

why so many editions of It have been sold: I. Death and the After-Life; 2. Scenes in the Summer-Land;
3. Society in the Summer-Land; 4. Social Centres In the Summer-Land; 5. Winter Land and Summer-Land;
6. Language and Life in the Summer-Land: 7. .Material Work for Spiritual Workers; 8. intimates in tho 
Summer Land; li. Voice, from James Victor Wilson. Paper..........................................................................

Cloth.......................................................................................................................................................... .
DIAKKA AND THEIR EARTHLY VICTIMS.
1Hi« an explanation of mu. h that Is false and repulsive in Spiritualism. Cloth........................................ 

Paper
FOUNTAIN: WITH JETS OF NEW MEANINGS.

Its table Of eenletits Is varied and Interest ini; to the liberal thinker. Cloth binding, in good style. 
FREE THOUGHTS CONCERNING RELIGION.

This st.-rUm: work alms to present the most radical thoughts, erltleal and explanatory,concerning 
popular religious Ideas, their origin, Impi-rfeetuins. and the changes that must come. Paper....................

Clot It....................................................................7
GENESIS AND ETHICS OF CoN.IEGAl. HOVE 

This new Look is of m^HiHar intcruM to all men ami women. It treats of all the delicate and hupor-
taut questions Involved in Conjin'al Luv 

Chub............................................
great HARMONIA:
Hr I hit a Philosophical Revelation of tin*
‘•Tue V hysician,”• TheTeacuki:.' __________ _______ ______
prise this series, in which hls views are more iltqinitvly expressed upon the orL'in and nature of man, the 
philosophy of health, d iM-asc. sleep, death p^rhologsbraliiiu. <•(<?-.Hr; spirit and Its culture; the exist 
cnee of God; tihumeUsm, clairvoyance, etc. These live volumes, each........................................................  
HARBINGER OK HEALTH.

Natural, spiritual ami Celestial Universe. Five volumes, viz.;
•The>eeh.” - The Rehhimeh.” and - TheThinker,”com-

More than ihr» e hundred prescriptions, fur the cure of over one hundred forms of disease, are given, 
As a book of tamily reference, it Is adapted to universal use..........................................................................  
HARMONIAL MAN; OR, IlIOCdUTS LOU THE AGE.

It is designed to en'argo man’s views conceruing the political and ecclesiastical condition of America, 
and to point out tin- paths of reform. Paper...................................................................................................

('loth..............................................................................................................................................................
HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF EVIL.

It discusses the whole question of evil, ami makes suggestions for more ennobling institutions and 
philosophical systems of education. Paper..................................................................... ............................

Cloth, I’rmly hound.......................................................... •............................................................................
INNER LIFE; OR SPIRIT MYSTERIES EXPLAINED.

This is a Sequel to “Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse.” Cloth...................................................  
MAGIC STAFF: AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS.

This is a well authenticated history of the domestic, social, physical and literary career of the author, 
with Ids remarkable experiences as a clairvoyant and seer............’.......................................................... .
MEMORANDA OF PERSON'S. PLACES AND EVENTS.

Herrin will hr Onind Amin-nth* Rnqs, Visions. hniiroGom*. Discoveries in Magnetism, Clairvoyance 
anti Spiritualism; also, Quotations fnnn the Opposition......................................................................*........

shape of trusts, to the bursting point, tho re-1 PENETRALIA: CONTAINING HaRMONIAL ANSWERS, 
suit will be, he thinks, something like this:
“The men whose business it is to communi­
cate ideas to their generation will be gagged 
by those who publish ideas; and the publish­
ers will bo shackled by the manufacturers of 
paper; and the paper-makers will bo held up 
and hindered by the transportation trusts; 
and the transporters by the producers of steel; 
and the steel industries by the coal operators; 
and the coal miners by the oil-producers; and 
the oil magnates by the stove makers and the 
oil consumers; and the cook-stove men and 
their aids and abettors by the sugar trust; and 
the sugar interest by Wall street; and the 
stock brokers and speculators by tho labor 
unions; and the labor unions by the farmers; 
and the farmers—God help them—by every­
body!” A grim tragedy of combinations! Or 
rather a philosophical primer, that defines in 
a homely way the antagonisms that will grow 
out of the present craze for centralizing the 
industrial forces of the country.—The Youth’s 
Companion.

CROM DREAMLAND SENT, by Miss Lili- 
" an Whiting, is another dainty volume in 
silver, blue and gold, containing gems of verse 
gleaned from realms where only the pure and 
true can dwell. The heaven of nature and man 
is portrayed, and thoughts therefrom gently 
insinuate themselves into the reader’s sphere 
to ever remain to cheer aud encourage.
. Miss Whiting is a needed worker in the liter­
ary field; her words reveal the force and elo­
quence of simplicity of diction; lire in every 
shapes form or fashion is spiritualized; and a 
bracing element is given, causing one to take 
up bis daily tasks with renewed energy, and a 
determination to find the soul of existence.

“From Dreamland Sent” is just the book to 
carry when taking a vacation. It breathes a 
soothing, quieting influence that steals away 
dull care, and restores a mental equilibrium. 
Price $1.00.

Little, Brown A Co. Order of Banner of 
Light Pub. Co.

Tills work, which at Ilie time was styled by t ho author ‘ the wisest book " from Iiis pen, has long been 
prominently before Ilie American public.........................................................................................................  
PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIAL PRoVIDEM ES.

hi lids work tlie author illustrates by a series of clairvoyant visions, ami lastly by an “Argument,” 
the whole .bain of special providences which mankind attribute to the direct acts of tlie Deity. Paper 

Cloth........................................................................................................................................................
PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE.

This volume Is the first from the author directly oil the subject of " Spiritualism,'' and its positions 
and principles and good counsels have stood the test of many years. Cloth...............................................  
PRINCIPLES OF NATURE:
Iler Divine Revelations, and a Voice to Mankind. This work (in three parts), the first and most eompre- 
heusvle volume by this author, gives the basis ami an ample outline of that liarmonhil Philosophy of 
which he was the pioneer. Thlrly-Ourth edition....................................................................................

Red Une edition, lull gill, best morocco........................................................................................................
STELLAR KEY TO THE SUMMER LAND.

This remarkable book-whle.h is illustrated with diagrams of eelcsyal seenerv—alms to direct the 
mind ami thoughts into chain els hitherto wholly unexplored, and to mriiMi scientific ami philosophical 
evidences of the existence of an Inhabitable sphere or zone among the suns ami planets of space. Cloth

Paper covers.........................................................................................................................................

TALE OF A PHYSICIAN;
Or, The Seeds and Fruits of Crime. In three parts, complete in one volume. Part I. Planting the Seeds 
of Crime; Part 11. Tiers of Crime iu Full Bloom; Patt 111. Reaping the Fruits of Crime. Ciotli..........
TEMPLE:

THE Ellis Publishing Co. of Battle Creek, 
Mich., has put upon the market a practical 

work entitled " The Actual Business Dictator." 
It contains a series of letters taken from the 
actual correspondence of numbers of firms, 
covering various lines of business, including 
real estate, advertising, groceries, boots ami 
shoes, railroading, lumber, agriculture, etc. 
The work will be invaluable to those who are 
studying shorthand and typewriting at home, 
also to young teachers who take private pupil?,, 
and ot course to all schools of stenography.

POINTED PARAGRAPHS FOR
THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE.-By James 

Guy Burr. It is a dainty little volume, com­
pressing a deal of thought on present-day 
problems of social science aud ethics into fifty 
small pages. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents.

Chas. II. Kerr A Co., Chicago.

THE THEOSOPIIIST.-Nakur Chandra Bis- 
vas is tbe author of a series of interesting 

articles on “ Bengali Folk-Lore.” Tbe follow­
ing is taken from the April number:

PREDESTINATION.
The Bengalis are none tbe less stanch than 

any other Indian people in their belief in pre- 
destination. The result of this firm conviction 
at once work^foUBOcd and evil, as I shall pres­
ently show, in their daily life. Fatalists as they 
are, in adverse circumstances they aro re­
signed. It breeds inordinate idleness, and, in 
some cases, laziness, and in Iovine parents and 
guardians a harmfully undue indulgence for 
their truant—and otherwise vicious-children, 
entirely depending on what fate may have 
chalked out for them. In Sanscrit there is a 
sloka which says, fate must have its resultants; 
no friend nor any respectable close ponneefien 
availing. They say: “ Wherever you go, fate 
chases you." The reason for their natural 
proneness to walk in the ordinary groove, or in 
that already.grooved for them is, tbat they are 
wanting in moral stamina. No impetus is given

Magazines Received.
Our Dumb Animals, Boston, Mass.
The Boston Hyglenia, Boston, Mass.
The Bedim, edited by MarywcDonell, To­

ronto, Can.
The Cooperator, Olalla, Washington.
Universal Harmony, published by Mrs. Stella 

Cromer Bishop, Seabreeze, Florida.
Faith and Hope Messenger, edited by W. J. 

Colville, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Fred Burry’s Journal of New Thought, 799 

Euclid Avenue, Toronto, Can.
The Theosophist, edited by H. S. Olcott, Ma­

dras, India.
The Housekeeper, Tho Housekeeping Corpo­

ration, Minneapolis, Minn.
Reason, edited by W. A. Renfree, 36, West­

bury Road, Ilford, England.
The Household, 110 Boylston street, Boston, 

Mass.

qMlE 1IEREAI'I ER; A Scientific, Phenom- 
L viral and Biblical Demonstration of a Future Life. By

D. W. HULL. ।
Iu this book Mr. II. discusses the question of the origin ot 

the Physical anil Spiritual Man. One chapter Is devoted to 
the demonstration of a future life by the occult sciences. 
Then follow arguments based on Phenomenal Spiritualism, 
Clairvoyance, Mesmerism, Somnambulism, and the Bible,

Cloth, 75 cents.
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On Diseases of Hie Brain and Nerves. Herein are developed Ilie Origin and Philosophy of Mania. Insan-1 
Uy and Crime, with full directions ami prescriptions fur tln-ir treatment and cure. i-Tbnilsplece lllnstra-1 
five of “ Mother Nature Casting (D-evils out of btr Children.'’ Clout, pp. 460........................................ , I
VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME.
A Sequel.t<» “A Stellar Key.” Illustrated. Cloth.......... ..............................................................................  

Paper..... . .......................................................................................................................................
®” I'ricc of Compote Works of A. ,1. Doris. Hound in Cloth, $20.00.

A CASE OF PARTIAL DEMATERIALIZATION OF TIIE BODY OF A ME 
DLUM.
Investigation ami Dhi-irs'on by Mnns. A. AksakoL Scientist. Philosopher and Literateur, Ex-Prime 

Mliijster of Russia. Translated from the Fremh by Tracy Gimld. LL. li. cioili......................................
I’aper................................................................................................................................ . ....................  ’

AFTER DOGMATIC THEOLOGY, WHAT?
Materialism, ora Spiritual Philosophy and Natural Religion. By Giles B. Stebbins. Cloth..............  

Paper................................................................................................. .’.....................................................[”""
APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT.

Being all the Gospels, Episfes anil other pieces now extant, attributed in the first four centuries to 
Jesus Christ. Its Apostles and their companions, and not Incliuleil in the New Testament by Its com­
pilers. Cloth......................................................................................................................................................  
BASIS FOR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.

Bv A. E. Newton, l'api-r...............................................................................................................................
BIBLE: IS IT OF DIVINE ORIGIN, AUTHORITY AND INFLUENCE?

By S. J. Kinney. I’aper..................................................................................................................................
BIBLE IN THE BALANCE.

A Text Book for investigators, The Bible welgjifd in the balelire with history, chronology, science 
literature anil itself. Willi Illustrations. By Rev, .1. G. Fish. Cloth................... .'....................................
BIBLE MARVEL-WORKERS,
And the Power which helped or made them perform Mighty Works, and utter Inspired Words; together 
with some Personal Trailsand Charaeleristh-sot Prophets, Apostles and Jesus, or New Readings of 
The Miracles"........................................................................................................................................;......
BIOGRAPHIC MEMORIAL OF LUTHER COLBY,

l-'oumh-r of the Baxxeii nF Light, by tlie pen of his co-worker for many years, John w. Dav. The 
volume Is replete with personal information, poetie tribute anil friendly memory. Bound in cloth, with 
portrait ot Mr. Colby................................................................................................ ........................................
BOOK ON MEDIUMS; OR, GUIDE FOR. MEDIUMS ANI) 1NV0CAT0RS. |

Translated from the French of Allan Kardee by Emma A. Wood. Cloth..................................... ...........
CHRISTIANITY BEFORE THE TIME OF CHRIST.
With (lunations from Ilie Ancient sages ami Fathers, showing the Historic Origin of Christian Worship 
Paper.................................................................................................:..................... ’....................................... \
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS FERSECUTION IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

A meaty and trenchant series of articles. Paper, pp. 128...........................................................................
CONTRAST: EVANGELICALISM AND SPIRITUALISM COMPARED.

This work Is designed as a companion Us the “ Question Settled.'' It is a most able production, and is i 
a pei feel storehouse of facts lor those who w ish to defend Spiritualism, or thirl arguments against the j 
assumptions of Orthodoxy. Beveled boards.................................................................. '............... .'................. ।
DANGER SIGNALS:
An Address on tlie uses and abuses of Modern Spiritualism. Bv Mary F. Davis........................................ 
DEFENCE OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

By A. K. Wallace. I'. R. S., with American Preface by Epes Sargent. Taper.........................................  
DIAKKAISM;
Or, Clairvoyant Travels iu Bades. By A. Gardner, of London. Eng............................... . ..................... .
DISCUSSION
Of the Facts and Philosophy of Ancient and Modern Spiritualism. By S. B. Brittan and Dr. W. B. Rich­
mond. Cloth, pp.378........................................................................................................................................  
EDUCATION; OR, THE COMING MAN.

An Essay Involving the Basic Truths that Underlie the Universal Church. Paper, illuminated cover..
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.

His Life and Writings. By William White. Second London edition, revised. This work of 767 pages, 
line muslin binding, contains a catalogue of Swedenborg's writings, arranged chronologically, with the 
dale and plates of publication. Ii also contains lour steel-plate engravings. The former price of this 
valuable work was gf.CO, and It Is now offered al the low price of................................................................  
EMPIRE OF THE MOTHER OVER THE CHARACTER AND DESTINY OF

THE RACE. , '
By Henry C. Wright. Paper..........................................................................................................................

ERRORS OF THE BIBLE,
Demonstrated by the Truths of Nature; or. Man’s Only Infallible Rule of Faith and Practice. By Henry 
(’. Wright. Paper..............................................................................................................................................
ESSENCE AND SUBSTANCE.

A Treatb'e on Or aide and Inorganic Matter: The Finite and the Infinite: Transient and Eternal Life.
Bv Warren Chase. Cloth.................................................................................................................................. 
taper........................................................................ ....................................................................................

EXAMINATION OF THE BLISS IMBROGLIO:
Both In Its Spiritual and Legal Aspect; to which Is supplemented what occurred at au Interesting Spirit- 
Stance entitled A Family Reunion. Paper, HO pp..........................................................................................
EYE OPENER. “dTATEUR. PAR PIGAULT.” LE BRUN, DOUBTS OF IN­

FIDELS.
Embodying Thirty Important Questions to the Clergy. Also, Forty Close Questions to the Doctors of 

.Divinity. ByZepa. pp. 168. Cloth.................................................................................................................
\ Paper............................................................................................................... ................................ ...............
FLASHES OF LIGHT FROM THE SPIRIT-LAND:
Through the Mediumsip of Mrs. J. H. Conant. Compiled and Arranged by Alles Putnam. Cloth...........

[Ike continuation of this Catalogue will be found ;next week's issue.]
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The Banner or Light cannot well undertake to vouch for 
ihe. honesty of tts many advertisers. Advertisements which ap 
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TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR.

The management of the Banner of Light 
has reduced the subscription price of 
the paper to Two Dollars per year, 
former price, §2.50. 

We trust that Spiritualists everywhere will 
cooperate heartily with us in the step which 
has been taken, and that regular subscribers 
for The Banner will make an effort to in­
crease its circulation. If every one now on 
Vur subscription books would make it his or 
her business to obtain one new subscriber to 
this paper for IM, the heretofore high stand­
ard of The Banner could easily be main­
tained, the value of its contents and their 

,'practicality materially enhanced, and tbe 
'Cause, which this paper has so long defended 
and upheld, greatly strengthened.

Civilization.
The Americans boast of being tho most 

highly civilized people on the face of the 
globe. In some respects this claim is undoubt­
edly true, while in many others it is far from 
it. That people is tlie most highly civilized 
where peace and justice abide. The United 
States certainly may present some claims to 
the title of a peaceful nation, yet can it do so 
as a matter of absolute fact? The political 
rulers of the nation are urging and insisting 
upon tbo necessity of creating and maintain­
ing a large standing army as well as a powerful 
navy. They are urging territorial expansion 
by force of arms, even to tho extent of annex­
ing two thousand or more islands many thou­
sand of miles distant. They believe that tho 
inhabitants of those islands have no rights as 
human beings that they are bound to respect, 
hence claim that they should be subjugated, 
and held as vassal or dependent peoples.

The sacred principle of liberty which the 
Fathers of the American Republic jkfended 
with their lives, is lost to sight wl^e/ advo­
cated by a people whose skin is brown instead 
of white. The brown race must he civilized, even 
if one half of them have to be killed in order 
to accomplish it. Are people truly civilized 
who advoca'tp. such a horrible doctrine as this? 
“All men aro created free and equal,” reads 
a sentence in a certain American document 
heretofore held in high esteem by all patriotic 
sons of the Republic. If such be true, why are 
not tbe brown men of the Orient also free and 
equal, and entitled to life, liberty and the pur­
suit of happiness? Why is it necessary to kill 
them, to burn their villages, and to destroy their 
■property, in order to "civilize ” (?) them? If 
it is necessary to kill them, why net do so with­
out hypocritically asserting that their awful 
murder is wrought in the interests of civil­
ization?

Are the American people peacefully inclined 
in their home relations? This question can be 
answered by both yes and no. Millions of 
people in this country are peacefully inclined, 
yet are not sufficiently imbued with peace 
principle* to put them into practice. If they

were, the awful tragedies enacted In certain 
eeOtlona of thia nation, where human being# 
have been burned at the etake, would never be 
permitted. Lynching Ie not limited to any one 
State or section; North, South, Ewtand West, 
tho people have resorted to lynch law to ap­
pease their thirst for blood, A nation in which 
law and order are dolled with impunity, whore 
anarchy Is tolerated, cannot be said to bo the 
most highly civilized nation on earth. The 
truly civilized and enlightened nation Is the 
one that puts down anarchy through tbe quick­
ening of the consciences of men, and sup­
presses all forms of murder by the same pro­
cess. So long as murder is wrought by a State 
under the sanction of law, just so long will 
that State remain uncivilized; hence, one of 
the steps that the American people should 
take, In order to become civilized, is the com­
plete abolition of capital punishment in all 
territory protected by the nation’s flag.

Justice, in equal and exact proportions, is 
another indication of the enlightened civiliza­
tion of a nation. Have we equal and exact 
justice in America? Men may be enjoined by 
the courts from doing this, that or the other, 
whenever a powerful few ask a subservient 
judge to put extra power into their hands. 
Cases are on record whore men have been pro­
hibited from striking for higher wages, to 
which they were justly entitled, and from 
going to work in certain instances where cor­
porations were endeavoring to suppress Labor 
Unions. Is this justice? Men and women are 
compelled to toil for mere pittances per day, 
while the profits accruing from their labor go 
to swell the bank accounts of their employers. 
Women may make men’s shirts for sixty cents 
per dozen, while those shirts are sold for fifty, 
seventy-five and one hundred cents each to 
those who wear them. Is this justice? Is the 
nation that permits this iniquity a civilized 
nation? No! and never will be while

" Our brothers are treated like cattle 
Who ’re muzzled while treading the corn, 

And millions sink down In Ute’s battle, 
With a sigh for the day they were born.”

If our republic be faulty in these directions, 
then some remedy for the existing ills should 
at once be sought and found. People whose 
ideals are of a high order progress far more 
rapidly than do those whose ideals are low. 
The ideals of a people spring from the religious 
and ethical precepts to which they cling. A relig­
ion based upon peace and justice, with ethical 
culture along humanitarian lines of instuction, 
cannot fail to uplift and enlighten the children 
of men. Such a religion, such ethics, can be 
found in Spiritualism when its message is 
rightly understood. Christians have been 
taught to fight against Satan and his wiles, 
thereby emphasizing the idea of war. Chris­
tian writers have also depicted a war in heaven 
where carnage most dire prevailed. Is it then 
to be wondered at that the followers of tbe 
Christian religion delight in warfare, blood and 
slaughter on earth? So long as Christian eth­
ics emphasizes the idea of contest, of sharp 
competition, as the true ideal for a people, just 
so long will iuharmouy aud injustice prevail 
among mon.

Spiritualism teaches the gospel of peace, and 
emphasizes the doctrine of equal and exact 
justice for all mankind. It teaches that all life 
is sacred, and that neither man nor State has 
the right to shed blood by the sword or rille, 
or upon the scaffold. It says that war is 
wholesale murder, aud puts the condemnation 
of the highest angels iu heaven upon all mor­
tal combats at arms. It claims that men 
should find their own in their neighbor’s good, 
hence should care for and restrain the morally 
diseased to the end that criminal assaults, 
lynching, homicide, and legal murder may be 
forever abolished on earth.

Spiritualism also bids mau to care for his 
brother’s needs, morally, spiritually and phys­
ically. It tells him to give every man that 
which he has honestly earned, and to see to it 
that tho weak do not submit to tho tyranny of 
the strong. It proclaims “equal rights for all 
and special privileges to none,” hence is the 
key to the perplexing problem of civilization. 
It is the religion of peace, the ethics of justice, 
and the solvent for our nation’s woes. It 
therefore behooves Spiritualists to present 
their religion, their ethics, to the world in such 
a manner as will reveal its beneficent effects 
upon their own lives ere they can expect peo­
ple outside of their ranks to accept it. In other 
words, Spiritualists must be peaceful and just 
among themselves before they can claim that 
their religion, their ethics, will bring a higher 
civilization to the American nation.

Wife-Beating.
This subject is again brought into promi­

nence through a- recent decision of a Police 
Justice in St. Louis, Mo., who declined to pun­
ish a mau charged with slapping his wife’s 
face. The Justice decided that there are times 
when wives exhaust the patience of their hus­
bands to such an extent as to warrant their 
liege lords in beating them, within moderate 
limits. This may be typical of St. Louis civil­
ization, but wo decline to believe that this Jus­
tice is sustained in his position by even a small 
minority of the intelligent people of his city. 
Wife-beating is yet practiced among half-civil­
ized and barbarous peoples, aud, in some in­
stances, so is cannibalism; yet that fact should 
bo no warrant for the introduction of either 
practice among enlightened peoples.

It hardly seems possible, yet there are homes 
in the United States in which tho rod and the 
strap are kept for the express purpose of re­
ducing recalcitrant wives to a state of subor­
dination. There are women in this country 
who have been taught to believe that their 
husbands have a “ divine right” to beat them, 
and accept their castigations as a mere matter 
of course, It is a most revolting picture to 
see tho wife-whip hanging upon the walls of a 
home, and a terrible thought to realize tbo 
fact that at a despotic husband's will it may 
descend upon the form of tho mother of his 
children, in their very presence even. Yet 
such are the facts, due largely to that abom­
inable doctrine that woman is inferior to man, 
which has been taught by Christian prelates 
for centuries. Paul’s admonitions have had 
much to do with tbe enslavement of woman, 
and one of the results of his exposition of 
Christianity is wi/e beating.

Even the Christian marriage service forced 
the woman to swear to obey her husband, and 
does so still in some Christian sects. This 
promise, once given, may lead the husband to 
expect and exact implicit obedience from his 
wife, even if he has to chastise her to bring 
her into subjection. Wife-beating belongrto 
to an effete age, and exists to-day only because 
of the existence of an effete theology, to which 
much of its inspiration and authority may be 
traced. The church has been the institution 
that has always insisted upon the inferiority

of women, and hu ever sought to keep them 
out ot places of trust and preferment. Not­
withstanding this, women to-day aro tho chief 
supporter* of every church In existence. It 
soomn strange to find women so loyal to the 
Institution that has degraded and enslaved 
thorn. Perhaps they have learned to kiss tho 
hand that smites them without protest, and to 
tamely submit to whippings because of the 
spiritual (?) growth that they may receive 
therefrom.

One of the chief glories, If not the main one, 
of Spiritualism, Iles In Its steadfast advocacy 
of tbe equality of the sexes, and its constant 
support of woman’s rights. Spiritualism gives 
no man the right to humiliate his wife by 
beating or other Indignity. She is his equal— 
his social, spiritual and intellectual comple­
ment, hence he must treat her as he himself 
would be treated. Spiritualism has done much 
to develop the intuitive faculty In woman, and 
has thereby placed the scepter of royal spirit­
ual power in her hands. Through its rightful 
use she will be enabled to loose herself from 
both mental and physical slavery, and become 
truly free. When women break away from 
their subserviency to the church, they will 
find that they can actually do their own think­
ing upon all questions, without the interfer­
ence of priest or prelate, lawyer, doctor or 
mediator of any kind. Then wife-beating and 
all other forms of injustice toward women 
will disappear forever, unable to withstand 
the X rays of spirituality turned upon thorn 
through woman's intuitions, and complete rec­
ognition of her own inherent rights.

Lynching Once More.
The trial of the men accused of the murder 

of the colored postmaster at Lake City, South 
Carolina, has resulted in the disagreement of 
the jury. This might have been expected had 
the evidence of guilt been less clear. Two of 
the accused turned State's evidence, and told 
the whole truth with regard to the affair. In 
addition to this testimony was other evidence 
that proved the guilt of the accused parties 
beyond a shadow of a doubt. In face of over­
whelming evidence, despite the fair and impar­
tial rulings and charge of the presiding judge, 
a jury of intelligent men refused to find a ver­
dict in harmony with the facts in the case be­
cause of their bitter prejudice against the 
negro race.

A second trial is a possibility, but it is doubt­
ful whether or not it would have a different 
issue. The postmaster was killed, his house 
burned to the ground over his wife’s head, 
while his innocent babe also lost its life. The 
sorrowing widow and mother was subjected to 
the most barbarous treatment, besides being 
compelled to witness her husband’s brutal 
murder. It is to be hoped that twelve men, 
with clear consciences and unbiased minds, 
can be found in South Carolina before whom 
this case can be re-tried. The Federal Govern­
ment should make every effort to bring the 
guilty parties to justice, and should be aided 
by every loyal citizen in its laudable under­
taking. We do not believe in murder of any 
kind, yet we do believe in eaual aud exact 
justice for all men, be they white or black. 
Therefore, it would be simple justice ouly for 
the ruffianly assassins of the unfortunate col­
ored postmaster, to be put into prison for the 
remainder of their natural lives, there to labor, 
not only for the support of their own families, 
but for the support of the family of their vic­
tim. May justice be done in this aud in all 
similar cases.

Coercion of Labor.
A bill to prevent the coercion of employees 

was introduced into the Massachusetts Legis­
lature, where it received the attention its 
importance warranted it should. The oppo­
nents of labor scented danger ahead for them­
selves, aud secured the adoption of an amend­
ment in the State Senate that completely nul­
lified tho original purpose of the bill. The 
fight is now on in the House, and thus far the 
friends of labor have been successful. By a 
vote of forty-three to fifty-eight the House 
refused to concur in the Senate amendment, 
hence a conference by committees of the two 
Houses is now in order. The outcome of tbe 
contest will be awaited with interest by all 
parties, as the rights of workingmen will be 
seriously interfered with if tbe Senate amend­
ment becomes a law. The measure is the out­
come of the labor troubles in Haverhill last 
year, which resulted in the election of two 
Socialists to the Legislature, and a Socialist 
Mayor in the city of Haverhill. Senator 
George, the author of the obnoxious amend­
ment, narrowly escaped defeat for the Senate 
by a Socialist, who is now Mayor of Haverhill. 
Senator George, being the attorney for the 
corporations that had trouble with their em­
ployees, not only wishes to do his employers a 
favor, but is evidently desirous of being re­
venged upon those who almost succeeded in 
defeating him.

Platform Work.
We believe it would be conducive to higher 

and better spiritual work if all presiding offi­
cers on spiritualistic platforms would seek to 
acquaint themselves with the methods of work 
usually followed by the speakers whom they 
are about to introduce to the audiences over 
which they preside. As it is now, in many in­
stances tho presiding officers simply ignore the 
speakers in toto, and follow plans of their own 
that serve to kill every particle of inspiration 
they would naturally possess. By cooperation 
with tho speakers, the presiding officers can 
make their meetings far greater successes than 
is now possible, under their present methods.

ISf Mrs. George, whose trial for the murder 
of George D. Saxton, brother of Mrs. McKin­
ley, has attracted so much attention through­
out the United States, was found “notguilty” 
by the jury, April 28. Her acquittal was 
greeted by a storm of cheers from the people 
within and without the court-room. She was 
warmly congratulated by scores of people who 
crowded around her to express their satisfac 
tlon with the verdict as rendered. George D. 
Saxton’s friends will have to look elsewhere 
for his murderer.

XS^ It is said that the conflict with the Fili­
pinos is on the verge of a collapse. General 
Luna is reported as being anxious to surrender 
to General Otis of the American army, while 
the Filipino soldiers are alleged to be disheart­
ened. These claims find expression in one 
daily paper, only to be denied in the columns 
of another. The imperialists will not be con­
tented with a three months’ war; it must last- 
long enough to bring good times to the United 
States, or it will be no good at all. Just when 
that time will come, no one seems to be able 
to tell.

War.
The recent declaration* of Got. Roosevelt of 

New York put him on record ** being fond of 
war for It* own sake, In the nature of sport or 
a more pastime. Ho feels that a nation Is glo­
rified by a contest at arms, and seems to bo sad­
dened by tho fact that tho American nation 
has not Involved Itself oftener In blood-shed­
ding. He urged on tho Spanish war, and bore 
an honorable part In Its conduct, honoo feels 
as If his delight in carnage springs from purely 
patriotic emotions. Doubtlessly he is enjoying 
tbe unequal contest in the Philippine Islands; 
perhaps he longs to be there to take a hand In 
the battle of the strong against tbe weak; why 
does he not go to the front? He oan get a new 
office as soon as he gets home, and he does not 
need his salary as Governor of New York, nor 
the honors of that office to enable him to live.

In view of these facts, why does he not leave 
the dull arena of politics for the more exciting 
contests of the rifle and sword ? He could add 
a little to his notoriety, if he were to go to the 
front, and prove that be loves war for himself 
as well as for his fellow-men. Gov. Roosevelt' 
is a man of ability, both as a scholar and as a 
statesman, and it is to be greatly regretted that 
he should use his literary talents to defame a 
patriot far greater than himself, the immortal 
Thomas Paine, and his position as a statesman 
to advocate the policy of wholesale murder of 
his fellowmen through war. We venture to 
remind him that ‘‘Peace hath her victories, no 
less renowned than war.” and that “he who 
ruleth his own spirit is greater than he who 
taketh a city.” The bellicosity ot the Gov­
ernor detracts from his usefulness and influ­
ence as a man, and limits the scope of his men­
tal vision. War is one of tbe greatest curses of 
the world, and it is an anomaly toogreat to be 
fittingly described in words, to find an enlight­
ened statesman advocating war because he 
loves it, and glorifying bloodshed as the goal of 
man’s ambition. Such a spirit could have been 
understood in the days of Tamerlane, Attila 
and Tilly, but not in the closing days of the 
greatest of all the centuries.

Wedding Chimes.
On Saturday, April 29, James Henderson of 

Norwood, Mass., and Mrs. Jennie K, D. Co­
nant, tbe well-known Banner of Light cir­
cle medium for the past four years, were quiet­
ly united In the bonds of matrimony at the 
City Registry in Boston. The happy affair will 
take the many friends of the contracting par­
ties by complete surprise, yet they will all hast­
en to extend their hearty congratulations and 
best wishes that much joy may be the portion 
of the twain whose life-currents are to flow on 
side by side henceforth. Mr. and Mrs. Hender­
son will be at home to their friends on and 
after May 22, at 112 Mt. Vernon street, Ded­
ham, Mass. The Banner of Light extends 
its felicitations to tbe happy couple in its own 
behalf, as well as that of its management and 
readers. May their life journey be happy, har­
monious and prosperous in all respects.

Mrs. May S. Pepper, 
the well-known platform test medium, will 
occupy the platform of Berkeley Hall, on 
Sunday morning and evening, May 7. This is 
Mrs. Popper’s first appearance in Boston this 
season, aud her many friends will gladly em­
brace the opportunity to greet her on this 
occasion.

S’Thst was a brave deed wrought by a 
Chicago surgeon on Saturday last. His father, 
Chief Surgeon of the Hahnemann Medical 
College, who was performing a very delicate 
surgical operation, suddenly expired. The 
son, noticing the critical condition of the pa­
tient, without stopping to attend to his father’s 
needs, at once took the father’s place, and 
successfully completed tho operation. His task 
was a most painful one; the operation required 
a clear brain and a steady hand on the part of 
the surgeon, and it must have been a terrible 
strain upon the young man's mind as he per­
formed his task. He knew his father was ill 
unto death, and that the life of tbe patient 
was trembling in the balance. He saved the 
patient, ouly to learn at the conclusion of his 
work that his father had expired from heart 
failure at the very moment the knife dropped 
from his trained and highly-skilled hand.

ES^ Gen. Shafter says that the canned beef 
he saw in Cuba was unpalatable, uninviting, 
and without taste, yet, in bis opinion, was not 
unfit for food! When he bad the stomach­
ache, and was unable;?) to take the field in the 
Santiago campaign, bis illness could not have 
been due to the beef because he did not eat 
any of it. He really liked that which be did 
not eat,although it was without taste! Bad 
cannea beef, therefore, was not unfit for the 
food of a man who could eat nothing at all.

SSr3 If life is what men and women make of 
it, then some of them will have to meet rec­
ords that will be far from pleasant when they 
cross the great divide and stand face to face 
with their own souls. The best way for all is 
to think purely and truly, that they may make 
records only of good deeds wrought by them 
out of pure love fortheir fellow-men. When 
the thought, as well as the deed, is considered, 
the lives of all men and women will be much 
whiter and purer.

---------------------------------^. ^----------------------------- —

KF*The Cause of Spiritualism has a brave 
and faithful defender in Toledo, Ohio, in the 
person of Mrs. Carrie Firth-Curran, the well, 
known speaker and medium. Mrs. Curran be­
lieves in genuine mediumship, and is a true 
friend to every honest medium. Her husband 
and herself are ever ready to lend a helping 
band to every true aud worthy worker in the 
ranks, but the counterfeiters and frauds have 
to look elsewhere for aid. Good for Mr. and 
Mrs. Curran!

Bar3 We gave our readers Miss Lilian Whit­
ing’s exquisite poem, "After Easter,” in our 
last issue, taken from her recently published 
volume of poems. It would be well to secure 
a copy of the work at once. See review in 
another column.

EF’Are you going to take a vacation the 
coming summer ? If so, do not forget to subscribe 
for the Banner of Light before you leave the 
city. It will keep you posted with regard to 
spiritual matters in all sections of the nation. 
Send in your own subscription and induce 
your friends to do likewise.

®= Have you read Rev. M. J. Savage’s great 
sermon, “The Significance of Spiritualism,” 
published in our last number? If not, order 
extra copies at (Side, as the supply will soon be 
exhausted.

The Toledo Mass Meeting.
The Spiritualist* of Northwestern Ohio as­

sembled In mass convention In Toledo on Sat­
urday and Sunday, April 29-1)0, Tho hall was 
tastefully decorated with exquisite out flowers 
and potted plants, and an air of welcome was 
everywhere apparent. Owing to tho intense 
heat tho attendance was much smaller than It 
would have boon otherwise, Still a goodly 
number of people from adjacent cities and 
towns took in tbo meeting, while a few vis Itors 
from southern Michigan and northeastern In­
diana were also found in the audience.

An Informal meeting only was held at 2:30 
p. m. Saturday. Brief addresses were made by 
the genial President of the Spiritual Frater­
nity Society, John W. Martin, by Giles B. Steb­
bins of Detroit, Mich., and H. D. Barrett of 
Needham, Mass. Mrs. Carrie Firth-Curran 
offered an invocation, while Miss Julia Curran 
presided at the piano with marked ability 
throughout the meeting. The greater portion 
of the afternoon was passed in social converse, 
In renewing old friendships and In the forming 
of new ones.

The opening of the evening service was 
somewhat delayed, owing to the non-appear­
ance of Mayor S. M. Jones, of " Golden Rule ” 
fame, who was to deliver the address of wel­
come. After a song service by tbe congregation 
and an invocation bv Mrs. Curran, President 
Martin introduced Harrison D. Barrett, who 
spoke forcefully and briefly upon the practical 
issues of the hour. At the conclusion of his 
address Mayor Jones appeared, having been 
detained by official duties much longer than 
he had anticipated, to his great regret. His 
address of welcome was all too brief, but it was 
eloquent, sincere and to the point. He was 
received with storms of applause, amounting 
almost to an ovation. He welcomed the Spir­
itualists as a people whose faces were turned 
toward the light, whose eyes were looking for­
ward toward bettor days (not backward into 
the effete past), whose aims and aspirations 
were spiritual, not material. “ You have faith 
in the people," said he, “and the people at 
heart are right. Their friends are my friends, 
and I am theirs. Sordid materiality must go; 
purer desires, a larger liberty, clearer concep­
tions of right and justice must come, and so far 
as you represent these ideals, I bid you a 
hearty god-speed in your work. You are wel­
come to our city-welcome to the hearts and 
homes of its people. The ties of brotherhood 
must be strengthened, and the sharing of hos­
pitality unifies our race. I am interested in 
all people who believe in progress, and I hope 
your meeting will be a grand success.”

The mayor’s address aroused much enthusi­
asm, and he was made to feel that the people in 
that audience were his friends. President Mar­
tin then requested Mr. Barrett to respond to the 
mayor’s hearty welcome, which he did, touch­
ing upon the salient points of his address in 
terms of hearty approval. Mr. Barrett's refer­
ence to Mayor Jones as the man upon whom the 
eyes of the nation were turned, evoked great ap­
plause, and when he told the people that he felt 
that the Mayor of Toledo was the Moses des­
tined to lead the people of America through 
the Red Sea of their troubles to the Canaan of 
peace and prosperity beyond, the hall rang 
with applause. Mr. Barrett spoke feelingly of 
the welcome given tbe visitors to Toledo, and 
returned sincere thanks therefor. His refer­
ences to Mayor Jones’ " Golden Rule ” plat­
form brought tbe mayor to his feet, and as the 
two men shook hands before the audience there 
arose another outburst of applause that told 
the mayor that he was indeed among friends.

Mr. Giles B. Stebbins was then introduced, 
and spoke briefly but. fittingly upou the senti­
ment of tbe hour. He reminded Mayor Jones 
that tho women of America ought to be con­
sidered in matters of government, and put in 
an earnest plea for women’s rights. The 
mayor interrupted him to say that be had 
stated that ho believed in the rule of the peo­
ple, and as women were certainly people, he 
therefore believed in women’s rights.

The meeting broke up at a late hour, and the 
people retired to their several homes feeling 
that their first day’s gathering had been a signal 
success.
- The weather was clear aud beautiful on Sun­
day morning, but the heat had increased with 
the passing of the night, so that the people 
were obliged to contend with an atmosphere 
far too hot for comfort. Many were kept away 
from the meeting on that account. The morn­
ing meeting opened with a song service, fol­
lowed by an invocation by Mrs. Eva Payne 
Hopkins, of Owosso, Mich. President Martin 
the?, introduced Giles B. Stebbins as the 
speaker of the morning. Mr. Stebbins took for 
his subject “Fear in Religion,” and gave a very 
scholarly address upon that interesting theme. 
Despite his advanced age of eighty-two years, 
he spoke with his usual old time ability, and 
his mental faculties seemed to have suffered 
no eclipse through the arrival of what man 
calls old age.

The afternoon meeting opened at 2:30, with 
Pres. Martin in the chair. After the usual 
singing, Mrs. Curran offered an appropriate in­
vocation. Pres. Martin then introduced Mrs, 
E. P. Hopkins of Owosso, Mich,, who spoke all 
too briefly upon the interesting subject, "The 
Religion of tne Here and Now.” Mrs. Hopkins 
spoke with an earnestness of feeling and sin­
cerity of purpose that touched the hearts of 
all. Her address was replete with solid 
thought, and full of practical suggestions that 
were needed and timely. She was warmly ap­
plauded as she brought her eloquent address to 
a close. Mrs. Hopkinsi has only recently en­
tered the lecture field; but she has already 
'evinced a high order of Talent, and proved that 
she has something to say, as well as the other 
important fact that she knows how that some­
thing should be said. Mrs. Hopkins was fol­
lowed by Mr. H. D. Barrett, who took up the 
line, of thought laid down by her. He 
preceded his address by reading James G. 
Clark’s exquisite poem, “The Voice of the Peo­
ple,” suggested to him by the words of tbe pre­
vious speaker. Mr. Barrett’s criticism of the 
lawyer, the doctor and the preacher was some­
what severe, but seemed to meet tbe approval 
of the majority of his bearers. He touched 
upon tbe living issues of the hour, and be­
sought Spiritualists to dotheir best to find and 
apply tho remedy for existing ills. His address 
was most kindly and enthusiastically received. 
He was followed by Mrs. C. F. Curran, who 
gave a half dozen very direct, as well as con­
vincing tests, after which the audience was 
dismissed by Mrs. Hopkins.

Despite the terrible heat, the house was well 
tilled in the evening by an earnest, truth seek­
ing body of people. After the usual song ser­
vice, Mrs. Curran gave an invocation, follow­
ing which Pres. Martin introduced Mr. Bar­
rett as tiie speaker of the evening. Mr. Barrett 
read a poem by James G. Clark, and proceeded 
to speak at length upon the question “ What is 
Spiritualism? ” His views seemed to meet tho 
approval of the entire audience, as he was fre­
quently very generously applauded during its 
delivery. Mrs. Curran pronounced the bene­
diction, and the mass meeting was at an end.

The Banner of Light received no little 
attention, and was eagerly sought for by many 
people. 1 was struck by the words spoken in 
its behalf by several octogenarians who have 
been familiar with its contents for the past 
forty years. .Their kindly words of approval 
cannot fail'to encourage the managers of The 
Banner to go on with their work.

The Spiritualists of Toledo do their own 
reading and thinking. I was pleased to learn 
that many of them take all of tbe leading 
Spiritualist papers, as well as The Arena and 
The Coming Age. An enlightened Spiritualist 
means a good progressive citizen. Would that 
there were millions of them.

Much credit is due Mrs. Carrie Firth-Curran 
for the success of the meeting. She was ably 
assisted by Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Martin, the 
Skidmore Bros, and their good wives, Mr. and 
Mrs. Cole, Mr. West, Mr. and Mrs. Comely and 
others. The meeting was a grand success, de­
spite tbe many obstacles the workers had to 
encounter, and will redound to the good of 
the Cauje throughout Northwestern Ohio.

KF'Ataad our third page of this issue. The 
sweeping reduction in prices of our best books 
is of the greatest interest to all Spiritualist*. 
Be sure to note these books, then send in an 
order for the same at once.
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1IY WILLIAM TUCKER.

Thore hu boon passing through my objootlvo 
mind thio morning a constant comparison be­
tween two favorite poems written by two 
distinct personalities dwelling on earth In 
different centuries, their homes separated by 
thousands of miles and oceans of water, yet 
both speaking our mother tongue, their lives 
and tastes generally dissimilar, though both 
drank deeply at tbe Heleoonlan springs. Yet 
were I to pursue this line of thought longer, I 
do not think the readers of The Banner 
would be able to state the authors to whom I 
refer,-Burns and Bryant I have in mind, and 
the two poems are “ Man was Made to Mourn," 
and *' The Death of the Flowers.” The former 
poem Is known wherever tbe English language 
is spoken, and touches a responsive chord in 
every human breast that is animated with 
lofty and philanthropic ideals; and yet the 
dirge lacks one thought, and only one, to round 
it out to full perfection, and that thought, 
the basic thought, that underlies tbe existence 
of The Banner, viz., immortality. Through­
out the whole poem the only solace promised 
man is death-annihilation. Listen to the 
comfort that Burns extends the toil-worn and 
weary:

"Obi Death, tbe poor man’s dearest friend, 
The kindest and the best,

Welcome the hour my aged limbs 
Are laid with thee at rest.

The great, tbe wealthy, tear thy blow, 
From pomp and pleasure torn:

But oh! a blest relief to those 
Who weary-laden mourn."

Compare those lines with tbe concluding 
lines of Bryant in “Death of tbe Flowers,” 
and note, too, that he also does not promise 
immortality to the soul.
"And then I think of one who In her youthful beauty 

died,
The fair, meek blossom, that grew up and faded by my 

side.
In the cold, moist earth we laid her, when the forest 

cast the leaf;
And we wept that one so lovely should have a Ute so 

brief.
Yet not unmeet It was that one like that young frlende 

of ours,
So gentle and so beautiful, should perish with the 

flowers."
I do not know where to find in our language 

ideas more exquisitely clothed with appropri­
ate vesture than in Bryant’s poem above re­
ferred to, and yet, as in the dirge of Burns, the 
central thought, the very essence of the reason 
why the poem should have been written, was 
omitted. Undoubtedly both believed in a con­
tinued existence after death, but not with 
such knowledge and certitude as belongs to the 
Spiritualist of to day. Notice the indecision 
or lack of faith in the lines of Burns to “ Mary 
in Heaven.” And you will find but very 
slightly stronger expressions of Bryant in his 
wonderously beautiful "Thanatopsis.” All 
that Bryant urges us to do in the latter mono­
dynamic poem is the essence of pure panthe­
ism, but in most felicitous expression. “See 
to it,” says Bryant, “ when nearing thine in­
evitable end, that
“Thou go not, like tbe quarry slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained aud soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave 
Like one who wraps the drapery of bls couch about 

him,
And lies down to pleasant dreams.”

How pleasingly different do both Longfellow 
and Whittier assure us of a continued exist­
ence after death. Says Longfellow:

" Life is real, life is earnest, 
And the grave Is not Its goal; 

Dust thou art to dust returned), 
Was uot spoken of the soul.”

I have an impression that Longfellow be­
lieved in spirit communion, and in the case of 
Whittier that impression is deepened and in­
tensified. Says Whittier in old age, when com­
memorating his birthday:

" Let winds that blow from heaven refresh, 
Dear Lord, the languid air;

Aud let the weakness of the flesh 
Thy strength of spirit share.

And, if tbe eye must fail of light, 
The ear forger to hear

Malte clearer still the spirit's sight, 
More fine the inward ear."

Be near me in mine hours of need, 
To soothe, or cheer, or warn, 

Aud down these slopes of sunset lead
As up the hills ot morn! ’

If Spiritualism and spiritual communion bo 
an error, a delusion, how useles the senses with 
which the great Creator has endowed us! 
Think a moment—seeing, feeling, hearing all 
Spiritualists are agreed have given voluminous 
testimony to its truthfulness. The two re­
maining senses, taste and smell, have to 
many, added corroborating testimony. Is it 
probable that the Creator gave us faculties for 
the purpose of permitting us to delude our­
selves?

We find always and at all times that Nature 
is constant, and, given the same conditions, pro­
duces the same results. Were such not the case, 
we could not be certain of any results of any 
character whatever. It is ouly because we 
recognize that Nature’s laws are immutable, 
unchangeable and omnipresent, that we can 
undertake any work witli confidence that, if 
well planned and well executed, the desired 
object may be attained. In former times a 
“thus saith the Lord’’was regarded a suffi­
cient warranty for any undertaking or any 
belief, and the same command would to day 
have more potential energy than at any time 
in the past, provided tlie veridical nature of 
the command could be demonstrated to the 
recipient. It is merely a question of proof, 
and the credibility of all of the witnesses is 
not satisfactory to even all the.vclergy, as wit­
ness the heresy—trials of the past and tbe 
hatred which many theologians exhibit toward 
those in their ranks who are suspected of 
leanings toward tho “higher criticism” of the 
Bible. Personally I can find all the evidence 
that I desire to support- Spiritualism with, 
within the covers of the Bible, and in time its 
crudities and errors will be elminnted, and 
common ground will exist, upon which man­
kind at large can stand firmly united.

Mankind is now yielding to science the ad­
hesion which was formerly accorded to the 
Bible, and is gradually asserting its right to 
have its own opinions, and yet the result is 
slow of accomplishment. We are all creatures 
of circumstances or of our environments, and 
it is only the thinker who submits to social 
and political ostracism who hews his way 
through the dogmas and creeds of superstition 
into the light of the perfect day. creating a 
passage-way for others as well as himself. It 
is only these thinkers that we Spiritualists 
should apotheosize. Perhaps among the very 
foremost of these for exaltation among our 
list of heroes should be Robert. Hare, the great 
American chemist of Philadelphia, who died, 
or in our vernacular passed on, in 18®. The 
manv discoveries of this ’eminent chemist, 
which any American biographical dictionary 
will enumerate, did not protect him from the 
sneers and ridicule of bis scientific associates, 
who said contemptuously: “There are no 
spirits, therefore tliere are no spiritualistic 
phenomena to investigate.” Twenty-five 
years ago, Tyndall, at that time president of 
the British Association for the advancement 
of science, said: “I see in matter the potency 
of all life.” The present president of the same 
society (universally conceded the most learned 
body in the world), said in a recent address 
that "in life I see the potency of all mat­
ter” exactly reversing Tyndall, and the latter 
dictum has come to stay. Of course 1 refer to 
Sir William Crookes, tbe present president of 
the aforesaid society, and the most distin­
guished Spiritualist in tbe world as well as 
one of the most, if not the most, illustrious 
scientist now living ou earth.

The Banner of Light has been advocating 
a plan by which certain qualified mediums 
oould receive an endorsement from a compe­
tent source that would bo an open sesame most 
likely to people whose approval would be most 
useful to our philosophy, but I note that every 
once in awhile some well-meaning brother 
viciously attacks tbe editor’s position. The 
truth of the matter as it appears to me is that 
the position of Editor Barrett is weak, in that 
it does not go far enough; but I suppose that

he hu to tentatively feel hie way. We should 
be able to prove to tbe most skeptloal solen- 
tltto body In the world, and should ask for an 
opportunity so to do, that our belief Is founded 
upon fact,and not fancy; that tbo so-called 
dead are ever present, and oan speak to us nt 
any time or any place, or speak to them ns 
well as we who believe In such communion 
tion.

I have In mind, and tho editor of this paper 
Is herewith furnished with the address of a 
lady who does not praotlco mediumship exclu­
sively for honorariums, though she nooepts 
whatever may be given her for whom at all 
times, under all olroumstanoes, nt all places, 
and for all races, classes and conditions of men 
and women, saints and sinners (the Inst pre­
dominating, I think) voices of tbe so called dead 
speak in mid-day glare of thesun. Alloneneeds 
to do in her presence to obtain such results Is 
to behave like a gentleman or lady. I do not 
print tbe address because this medium has no 
rest nor peace as it is now, her home being in­
vaded at all hours of tbe day and night, and she 
dislikes notoriety such as she would obtain If 
her attainment was heralded east and west, 
north and south. The National Spiritualistic 
Association should take this medium under 
their care, prolong her life, and devote ber en­
ergies to a much more thorough, complete and 
satisfactory “scientific demonstration of 
a future life” than Thompson J. Hudson 
has furnished the world, particularly as with 
her mediumship the voices speak that one most 
longs to hear, their own dead.

Spirituality the True Basis of Spirit 
Communion.

BY BYRON W. BARGE.

The work of the society for psychical research 
in connection with that of individual experi­
menters, and my own investigations into the 
phenomena of Spiritualism, have convinced me 
that spirituality is the true basis of spirit com­
munion ; and that materiality is the basis of 
mediumistic degeneracy.

Unfortunately, the “scientific” vibration is 
usually a material vibration. Consequently, 
we find men of science demanding that the 
wise and good in realms immortal shall demon­
strate spiritual truths in an atmosphere vibrat­
ing materiality.

It is self-evident that in attempting to have 
intercourse with the denizens of a world where 
the vibrations are spiritual, we should do so on 
a spiritual basis. Should this self-evident law 
be ignored by the medium, the probabilities 
are that sooner or later moral and medial de­
generacy will obtain. But suppose that the 
medium is a man or woman of character, and 
that the investigators are intelligent, honora­
ble men, but ignore the fundamental law of 
spirituality. The results of such stances would 
probably range all the way from zero to an oc­
casional demonstration of some value. Com­
munion between the visible and tbe invisible 
realms should not be soughton any other basis 
than that of spirituality. We are quite willing 
to admit that the element of spirituality is 
often ignored by sensitives, and wo are also 
quite willing to admit that there is great dan­
ger of such persons becoming mediums who 
will simulate the phenomena.

Some mediums induce the spiritual vibra­
tions at their seances by singing devotional 
songs, repeating the Lord's Prayer, invoking 
the great “Over-Soul,” etc. I freely admit 
that wherever any or all of the above ceremo­
nies are observed in a spirit of earnestness, 
they are helpful and have a tendency to har­
monize and induce a higher vibration than 
that of materiality. But is it necessary to oh 
servo ceremonies which we no longer endorse 
in order to induce a spiritual vibration ? Em­
phatically, no. Aspiration, purity of thought, 
correct living and intellectual development 
will produce a harmonial man or woman. 
Spiritual fanaticism is as undesirable as mate­
rialism. Spiritual unfoldment in connection 
with intellectual development is the ideal 
state in all spheres of existence.-

It is to be regretted that some able writers 
assume that tlie mental phases of mediumship 
have a monopoly on spirituality. Wise spirit 
guides develop whatever phase of mediumship 
appears best adapted to the sensitive. Both 
mental and phenomenal mediums have a work 
to do where character and spirituality are evi­
denced. I honor all, regardless of their phase 
of mediumship. A trumpet seance may be 
and often is a veritable heaven on earth where 
a loved child and parent meet and speak face 
to face.

I was much interested in a recent article in 
The Banner by Fred De Bos, “What is Spir­
itualism?” After reading this interesting ar­
ticle I agreed to differ with our good brother. 
Spiritualism is fourfold in its nature—medial, 
spiritual, mental and material. What human­
ity needs most is spirituality, education and 
brotherhood. Brotherhood in its broadest 
sense will not be experienced until we have 
grown more spiritual. Open communion with 
the wise and good in tlie higher expression of 
life can be made a mighty factor for uplifting 
mankind.

To me Spiritualism is not a religion. Relig­
ion is based on fear, ignorance and gods. The 
spiritual movement repudiates fear and depre­
cates ignorance. Primitive man’s conception 
of the wholeness of the universe is the basis of 
the God idea, and tlie God idea is the basis of 
theosophy. Theosophy explains life on tbe 
basis of a larger life and rests tliere, no at 
tempt being made to explain tbe origin of the 
“ larger life.” Spiritualism stands independent 
of all the the gods, aud is as true without a God 
as with a God. Religion has always stood for 
worship and ecclesiastical trumpery. Spir­
itualism will have none of it, but demands 
brotherhood.

To me, Spiritualism is not a science, unless 
we concede that it is a spiritual science. Spir­
itualism is Spiritualism, and will remain so 
while time shall last.

In conclusion, I wish to call attention to W. 
J. Colville’s answers to “Ten Great Ques­
tions,” which appeared in a late issue ot tbe 
Banner of Light. 1 consider Bro. Colville 
one of the most wonderful luminariesof the cen­
tury, and have a high appreciation of his writ­
ings. It is therefore pleasing to note the fol­
lowing, taken from his article: "Prof. J S. 
Loveland’s recent letter to the Progressive 
Thinker of Chicago (March 18.18119) is thorough­
ly timely, and deserves serious aud prompt 
attention.”

Prof. Loveland’s article was an earnest 
appeal for Spiritualists to unite in an effort to 
establisli brotherhood among men.

Springfield, III.
We liave tbe prospect of a successful series 

of meetings here from April 23 to 80. So far, 
the attendance and results have been satisfac­
tory. Regular meetings are not held in this, 
the capital city of Illinois. Why the Cause 
slumbers here is seemingly without reason, for 
there are a goodly number of earnest Spiritu­
alists here, and many are anxious for a local 
society.

Mrs. H. L. Licbtig is an earnest worker, and 
assumed all the risk of our engagement. At 
her home we are being entertained in a manner 
to make us truly feel “at home.” We hope to 
chronicle a permanent work established here.

At Lima, Ohio, we had well-attended meet­
ings April 20 ana 21, commendably managed by 
tho Ladies’ Aid. We found the main society 
disrupted, and that the ladies were doing al) 
of the public work, They expect to continue 
it, and suggested that we would be asked to 
return for a couple of months. Wo hope so, 
for the ladies are good managers and good pro­
viders.

The way to get good work out of the speak­
ers and mediums is to provide well for them 
and create the opportunity. Good halls are 
furnished iu both of these places, but the Odd 
Fellows’ Hall in Springfield, used by us. is a 
gem of comfort and elegance. So many dingy 
halls are used we wonder-the spirit controls 
oan always approach us. Let us provide spir­
itual conditions if we expect solrftual results.

G. W. Kates.

A PImmhI Otcnalon.
The writer recently while on builneu In 

New York Ulty received a very gracious Invl 
tatlon froth Mr, and Mrs. Milton Rathbun of 
Mt. Vernon to dine aud spend tho nlghtof April 
1-1 at their pleasant home to meet "Quiojtor 
Vitin ” of England. Miss Margaret Gaule, tho 
well known payable, and Miss Marie J. Fitz 
maurioe, Seo’y of the First Association of New 
York, were the other guests. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rathbun are charming entertainers, and tho 
occasion will long be treasured lu the memory 
of yonr correspondent as particularly pleasant. 
It was Indeed an honor to have the opportu­
nity of an evening’s visit with " Qucos tor Vitro, ” 
whose analytical mind is bringing out so many 
good things along tbe line of our philosophy. 
It will give added charm in the future to read 
the writings from his pen.

Tbe delightful music by mine host brought 
upon all the sweet influence of the spirit. 
" QurostorVltro ” seemed particularly impressed 
with the descriptions given him by Miss Gaule, 
while other manifestations of spirit-power 
were enjoyed by all. I notice in a recent num­
ber of Two Worlds, published in England by 
Mr. E. W. Wallis, that a serial has commenced 
written by Mrs. Milton Rathbun, which prom­
ises to be very interesting. Miss Gaule’s psy­
chometric readings, April 16, were of a nigh 
order, and in each case were accompanied by 
other tests, the recipients being nearly ail 
strangers to tbe medium. Her remarks regard- 
ingthe truths of Spiritualism, as being the only 
knowledge of a future life, were beautiful, and 
produced a noticeable effect upon the audi­
ence.

The President, Mrs. Mary J. Newton, who 
has labored faithfully for tlie Cause so many 
years, invited tbe writer to address the Asso­
ciation, who in brief remarks urged tbe need 
of cooperation, and hoped that they would soon 
join the State Association.

Through the courtesy of Mr. W. Wines Sar­
gent, editor of The Evolutionist, I had the pleas­
ure of meeting that marvel of this century, 
Miss Mollie Fancher, whose “ layers or slices 
of personality,” as “Qurostor Vitro” so aptly 
terms them, have puzzled the thinkers of tbe 
age. For thirty four years she has been in one 
room, has undergone terrible convulsions, and 
been physically blind, and yet with all that, 
has ever been bright and cheerful, conversing 
freely on all topics. How many who have but 
fleeting trials and troubles lament and take on 
as If life were not worth the living, even when 
they have health and strength, while she, with 
no prospect of ever leaving her bed, finds the 
beautiful and sweet in all things.

I feel that all who have means should pur­
chase the book of Mollie Fancher's life, pre­
pared by Judge Dailey. It is very interesting, 
costs only $150; if, perchance, they should send 
more than the price, I believe she could make 
good use of it. Her address is 160 Gates Ave­
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1 make this appeal with­
out her knowledge, but hope many will respond 
to it. Yours for humanity,

Frank Walker,

Lake Pleasant, Mass.
Mr. Samuel B. Harvey, who has leased the 

hotel, visited the grounds during the past 
week to examine the hotel with a view to 
making some important alterations which will 
much improve it. The association has made 
arrangements with the veteran photographer, 
Frank Crozier of Readsboro, Vt., to give a se­
ries of lectures in August about photography. 
The Lake and the charming mountain scenery 
in tho vicinity each year attracts scores of 
amateur photographers, and these lectures will 
be of much benefit to them, as Mr. Crozier will 
tell how to make all kinds of photographs; in 
fact, it will be a veritable school of photogra­
phy.

Arrangements for summer rates on the rail 
roads are being rapidly pushed, and the 83 75 
rate on the Fitchburg Railroad, from Boston, 
will be on sale Juno 1. Excursion rates from 
other points on that road will go into effect 
June 15. Two trains a day, each way, are now 
stopping at the Lake, aud cottages are receiv­
ing their summer occupants each day. Mr. A. 
P. Bixby and family, Dr. C. H. Harding aud 
Mr. R. F. Churchill, Mrs. Sabelia Jackson, 
Mrs. M. J. Stewart, and about fifteen more 
families are already on the grounds.

Calls are being received for tents, cottages 
and circulars, though tho circulars will not be 
ready for circulation until the middle of May. 
Mrs. Mary Lease is to be on the grounds dur­
ing the last weekin August, and arrangements 
are pending to have the Second Regiment 
Band there during tho same period. Bids are 
being received for the baggage, grocery aud 
dry goods privileges, and also for the boats. 
Mrs. May S. Pepper is engaged from August 15 
to the close of camp August 28, and Mr. John 
Slater will be on the grounds the whole season.

A new speaker and a powerful and interest­
ing orator on our program this season is Rev. 
Frank E. Mason, of Brooklyn, N. A'., who 
comes to us splendidly recommended as a logi­
cal, clear-headed thinker.

/Anyone desiring circulars can..address, with 
stamp. Albert P. Blinn, Clerk,

603 Tremont street, Boston.

Notes from Vermont.
The Spiritualist Society of Duxbury, Vt., 

commenced its meetings for the season, May 1. 
The society has reason to feel deeply the loss 
of one of its most generous members, W. E. 
Belden. For several years he has given the 
society the use of a pretty hall, where regular 
meetings are held about eight months in 
the year. We have had entertainments, so­
cials, parties, supper and finally the entire 
use of the hall free. We have a good working 
society, and, best of all, we have yet to have 
our first quarrel. Great credit is due the La­
dies’ Aid connected with the society for finan­
cial help.

For the last ten years the writer has served 
the society as its President and regular speak­
er, although we have had valuable assistance 
from Dr. Geo. A. Fuller, Mrs. E. L. Paul, Mrs. 
Eliza Turner and others. April 16 I lectured 
for the Spiritualist Society of Montpelier. 
There was a good attendance. The society is 
in a very prosperous condition, and the mem­
bers are earnest in their work. The good 
Banner comes to us weekly, and as we come 
in touch with its plain, outspoken truths we 
feel to say, “ Angels assist, and mortals help to 
lighten the burdens of its noble editor.”

Mrs. Abbie W. Crossett.
Waterbury, VI.

The Gospel of Spirit-Return Society 
has arranged with Rev. Frank O. Hall, the 
gifted pastor of the Third Universalist Church, 
Cambridge, to produce his Illustrated Lecture 
on “ How the Bible Came Down to Us,” in its 
place of worship, Assembly Hall, 200 Hunting­
ton Avenue, Boston, on Friday, May 19,1899, 
at 8 ?. m.

The price of tickets has been fixed at 25 cents, 
enabling any one to avail himself of this rare 
educational feas. The number of tickets is 
limited to one hundred and fifty, and they must 
be procured before the lecture commences. 
Note tbe hour, and be in your places before the 
lights are lowered. It will really be impossible 
to gain entrance after that. The tickets may 
be procured of Mr. Soule at the Sunday even­
ing services or by communicating with Mrs. 
Soule, 79 Prospect street, Somerville.

Veteran Spiritualists’ Union.
The annual meeting of the members of the 

Veteran Spiritualists’ Union will take place 
Monday evening at 7:30 o’clock, May 15, in 
Unity Hall, 724 Washington street, Boston, to 
bear the reports of the Auditor, Treasurer and 
Clerk; also for tbe election of officers for the 
ensuing year, and to transact any other busi­
ness that may legally come before the meeting.

Mrs. J. S. Soper, Clerk,

A 
REMARKABLE ■ 
OFFER.

For a Short Time Only.
To those writing us, giving us name, age, sex, and one leading symptom, in their own hand­

writing, we will send an absolutely correct and carefully prepared diagnosis of their case, stat­
ing their true physical condition; and

" Foods for the Sick, and How to Prepare Them ;"-a valuable volume, giving proper 
diet, how foods should be cooked, also the proper care of invalids. This volume contains recipes 
for the hygienic preparation of foods for general consumption. It is, in fact, a Hygienic Cook 
Book. It contains a list of antidotes for common poisons. It is a guide to right living, a coun­
selor in sickness or emergency-concise, yet plain and readily understood; and

“Woman;”—a medical brochure for ladies only. This volume has been highly commended 
by the leading reformers of the day. It is a valuable medical work, and should be in the pos­
session of every woman. It will be sent free to ladies writing us under this special offer.

It has cost us hundreds of dollars to publish these volumes. They are nicely illustrated, 
and are standard works.

ff1 A correct medical diagnosis and the two valuable volumes absolutely free of all 
cost. This offer will hold good only while the present editions last.

Address

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs, 
. BATTLE CREEK, MICH.

Jgg^Read Bro. Charles Dawbarn’s scholarly 
article on our first page, and then refute his 
arguments ye who can. Mr. Dawbarn has pre­
sented some solid thoughts in his able contri­
bution, and it will puzzle even the keenest 
logicians to meet and fully explain the knotty 
problems he has set forth.

^•"Ex nihilo, nihil fit.” If such be the 
case, then life oan not spring from death, but 
from something more powerful than itself. It 
therefore follows that Life is the only explana­
tion for life, hence Infinite Life must be the 
primal cause of all things. Infinite Life is self- 
existent, and has within it the potencies, pos­
sibilities and actualities of all finite forms of 
life.

g^Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, the able and effi­
cient editor of our esteemed contemporary, 
Light, London, has our sincere thanks for an 
excellent likeness of himself, recently received 
by special post. Such men as Mr. Rogers re­
flect much credit upon tho cause of Spiritual­
ism.

®° As the season of societary work is soon 
to close, it would be well for every Spiritualist 
to ask himself if he has done all he could dur­
ing the past eight months for the advancement 
of the Cause. If not, he could remedy his 
error by sending a goodly cheque to the treas­
urer of his local or State Association as an 
earnest of his good-will.

Lyceum Reunion.
It is proposed to liold at Red Men’s Hall, 

Boston, Mass., May 21,1899, a reunion of Ly­
ceum officers aud members. Will all persons 
iuterested please communicate at once with 
Mrs. M. J. Butler, 175 Tremont street, Boston, 
Mass.

Movements of Platform Lecturers.
[Notices under this heading, lo Insure Insertion the saim 

week, must reach this office by Monday’s mail.}

G. W. Kates and wife will be at 182 Geld street, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., May 1 to July 12. They are 
having numerous calls for their services, but nave 
some time open next fall and winter. They would 
like to hear early from societies desirlug tlieir ser­
vices.

Henry H. Warner, inspirational lecturer and test 
medium, has a few dates tor fall and winter to be 
filled, also for camps. Address 9 Boswoi th street, 
Boston.

E. J. Bowtell spoke for the spiritualist society .South
Hannibal, N. Y.. April 16, 18,19, 21 and 23. Hus open 
dates for camp-meetings and societies. Address 
Home Avenue, 1’rovldeuce, II. I.
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For Nervous Women
Horsfords’s Acid Phosphate.

Dr. .1. B. Alexander, Charlotte, N. C., says:
“ It is not only pleasant to the taste, but ranks 
among the best of nerve tonics for nervous 
females.”

SPECIAL NOTICES.
To Foreign Subscribers the subscrip­

tion price of tlie Banner of Light is $2.50 
per year, or $1 25 per six months, to anv for­
eign country embraced In tlie Universal Postal 
Union. To countries outside of the Union the 
price will be $3.00 per year, or $1.50 for six
mouths. eow

J. J. Morse, 26 Osnaburgh street, Euston 
Road, London, N. W., is agent in England for 
the Banner of Light and the publications of 
tbo Banner of Light Publishing Co.

Fred P. Evans, 103 W. 42d street. New 
York City, agent for the Banner of Light 
and all Spiritual and Occult Literature. Orders 
by mail promptly attended to.

Dr. F. I. II. Willi® may headdresses at
Glenora, Yates Co., N. Y. Jan. 7.

Rose Leaf Balm
ANEW and wonderfully healing lotion for all skin 

eruptions,

Cold Sores, Chapped Hands and Face, 
Salt Rheum, Eczema, Hay Fever, 

Coryza and Sun Burn.
Gentlemen will find this a superior preparation to use 

after shaving.
Half oz. Trial Size, 15 ctk
Two " Size, 35 cts. Four oz., 50 cts., mailed free of charge

Agents wanted In all Slates. Write for Particulars.
ROSE LEAF BALM CO.,

Ill Bedford Street, Boiton, Man,
Endorsed by Editor and Management ot Banner of Light. 

Feb’s

HENRY SCHARFFETTEB,
300 So. Collington Ave., Baltimore, Md.,

GENERAL AGENT FOR THE BANNER OF 
LIGHT PUB. CO. OF BOSTON, MASS.

HEADQUARTERS for Spiritualistic, Reformatory and 
Occult Literature; also subscriptions taken for BAN­

NER OF LIGHT. Orders by mall promptly attended to. 
Catalogues tree on application. Correspondence desired.
Tm-P.A-N-S. Ten for five coots at druggists. They 
banish pain and prolong life Ooe gives relief. No matter 
wbat’« tbe matter one will do you good I 52w Mar IS

SANKEY MODEL, STYLE 431.

Known abroad as the Empress Model.
More i inn two hundred thousand organs were 

made in nur factory before this instrument was per­
fected. It i, tlie result of great experience in mak­
ing organs for all purposes for everybody.

Tlie missionary s tent in tlie junglesand West­
minster Abbey, the humble cottage and the king’s 
palace contain a Mason 4 Hamlin Organ. The self 
taught amateur and Franz. Liszt, Saint-Saens, Theo. 
Thomas, George W. Chadwick, Emil I’aur and 
scores of great musicians have written words of 
praise for Mason A Hamlin Organs.

The Sankey Model (so called because it was de­
signed for and is used by Ira i). Sankey) is suitable 
for churche:' 11 1 ’ ' ’ ..............is, schools ami homes. Cash with
order price. MSO.tW. Other organs 521.1)1) to?2,400,00, 

nccumiikited organ information for 45
years. Write us abimt, organs if you are interested.

ftMtAio.
BOSTON, MASS.

Mar. II (»uuw

FAT FOLKS.
TWO years ago I reduced my weight 47 lbs. by following 

the suggestions of departed friends; no gain; no starv­
ing—nothing to sell. Inclose stamp for particulars.

MILS. B. L. MOLESWORTH, 
Apr. 71 4w 110 Clymer St., Brooklyn. N. T.

G. LESTER LANE, 
Psychic Healer, cures all forms of 

Obsession,
By occult power. Wonderful success. Highest references.
78 Berkeley street, Suite 3, Boston. Apr. 29.

Mrs. F. A. Curtis,
MAGNETIC HEALING. Rheumatism, Neuralgia, and 

.All (’bionic Ailments Successfully Treated 614 Tremont 
street, Boston. Iw May 6.

DkOl. BEaR^E, A-troP^er. 172 Washington 
.1 Si . Boston. Muss. Whole Ilf - written: complete horo­
scope thereof free. Send date and hour ot birth with stamp.

May 6. tf

, Dr. Fellows,
Vineland, N. J.

will send his Private Counsellor 
for 10 cents. Treating un Nervous Debility, Weak* 
nen^^ and Loase* Cured bv an Outward Application in 
60 days. No failure. Hundreds of cases restoied. The 
booklet explains all. State your cane. Address as 
above. is 13 w Feb. 11.
■a ■ A M ■ I for Homeseekern and In- 
LI nnillA I vestors, Is described In a III U ’ handsome Illustrated book 
| MVlilwn B which you can obtain by 
mailing a t wo-cent stamp to J. H. FOSS, 1 Wabeno street, 
Roxbury, Mass.  Jan. 4.

MADAME MARCO gives Me reading. Send 
bbili-dateamlsex. 10 cents coin. 1108 Fulton street,

2w* Apr. 29.Brooklyn, N.Y.
JUST ISSUED.

SATAN’S HOOF
And the Two Witches.

A very remarkable, weird and fascinating story, by 
DR. EUGENIE ELISCU of New York.

Dr. Ellscii is a Roumanian by birth, a deep student from 
childhood of occult lore as well as medicine, and oue who 
knows well whereof she writes when she undertakes to de­
scribe hi graphic and intensely picturesque manner the 
awful and mysterious rites and practices connected with 
the various sorts of magic which are yet practiced in many 
parts ot Europe, though ot course not openly. It is not 
solely, or even chiefly, on account of the witcheries Intro­
duced into the tale that this latest addition to the library Of 
Occultism deserves a world-wide circulation, but by virtue 
ot the astounding though by no means Incredible scientific 
theories advanced by the cultured author who Is incessant­
ly engaged In adding fresh ma: erial toiler already unusually 
large stock of useful and exceptional knowledge.

Printed In large ope, on good paper, and tastefully bound. 
Price 25 cents.

For sale bv BANNER OF LIGl£T PUBLISHING CO.

’ "THE LIGHT OF EGYPT' :
Or, The Science of the Soul and tlie Starr. In Two Part*. 
Bv an Initiate In Esoteric Masonry. Finely Illustrated with 
eight full page engravings. Fourth edition, price reduce!

It Is claimed that this book Is not a mere compilation, bat 
thoroughly original. It Is believed to contain Information 
upon tbe most vital points of Occultism and Theosophy that 
cannot be obtained elsewhere.

It claims to fully reveal the most recondite mysteries If 
man upon every plane of his existence, both here and hero- 
after. In such plain, simple language that a child cau almwrt 
understand It.

rhe secrets and Occult mysteries ot Astrology are reveal, 
ed and explained for the first time, It Is affirmed, since the 
days of Egyptian Hieroglyphics. Au effort is made to ahow 
that tho Science ot tho Smil and the Science ot the 8tara 
are the twin mysteries which comprise tub One Gain ft 
Science of Life.

The following are among the claims made forth* work 
by Its friends: To the spiritual Investigator this book la 
Indispensable. To the medium It reveals knowledges*, 
yond all earthly price, and will prove lu real truth a mA, 
philosopher and friend. To tbe Occultist it will supply th* 
mystic key for which he has been so long earnestly seeking. 
To the Astrologer It will become & divine rnelationqf Sci­
ence.

OPINIONS OF PRESS AND PEOPLE.
Anoble, philosophical and Instructive work.-Amm. Ear- 

dinge Britten.
A work of remarkable ability and Interest.—Dr. J. A. Bu­

chanan.
A remarkably concise, clear and forcibly Interesting wort 

It Is more clear and Intelligible than any otherwork oi ilk* 
subjects.-/ Z Morse.

Beautifully printed and Illustrated. With Illuminatedaa4 
extra heavy cloth binding. Price 88.001 paper conn, 
81.00.

For sale wholerale and retail by BANNER OF LIGHT 
PUBLISHING CO.
SPIRITUALISM AS A SCIENCE, AND 
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U«»-Wheth(ir of good or evil; that
the mundaneHphero In an umlm'lop < < mullthm, < v lit 

progress to a higher stale of existence , i,!." 
reader to receive no doctrine pnl forth hy ephIls In tin so 

that does not comport with his or her ~ All 
mnrAJut much of Truth ns they perceivc-no more.

It Is our earnest wish that those on the ’'''''“'a’'.’’ 
iphereof life who recognize the pub IsImA me< 
IpirlMrlends on this page, from Hine to line, will verity 
them by personally Informing us of t ho tact.

what bu bun Moonpllsbtd hM been gcod. I 
want thle meuage to Jo to toy children, who 
are struggling with the environments of life. 
They have many things to thank the angel­
world lor, and yet, sometimes in the conditions 
that surround them, they do not always have 
the strength to rise superior to the environ­
ments that cause worrlniont. Now, dear ones, 
falter not, neither must you fear, for mother Is 
still with you and will assist and do all sho oan 
for yon, If you will only bo faithful and true to 
yourselves. Conditions will change, and you 
will understand things as you never did be­
fore, Lucy Wolcott, Corey, Penn.

SP IRI T-MESS AGES
GIVEN THROUGH THE TRANCE MEDIUMSHIP

MRS. JENNIE K. ». CONANT.

OF

Adeline Archer.
Timo has elapsed, and many changes have 

como since I passed on. Timo is not to tho 
spirit as it is to tho mortal; ic seems longer to 
tho mortal than to the spirit. 1 was interested 
when I heard Bro. Russell speak, because 1

and outlook a proof that the taw ohangea not. 
The God of the universe Ie not revealed by de 
vlatlone from Jaw. On th® contrary It would 
he the accordance of Infinite Intelligence with 
tho laws of nature that would make their ema­
nation from that Intelligence a foregone oon- 
elusion.

From these fundamental data, wo Infer that 
all beings who drop tho earth-form In which 
wo aro now encased puss Into wider nativities, 
In which woenn best engage, Just as now, by 
adapting ourselves to tho same laws of nature. 
Law, like life, is one and universal; its forms 
vary. And all beings in existence, whether 
plant, animal, human fiotus, man that walkoth, 
or tlio most advanced seraph, find growth ami 
well-being by self-adaptation to tho form of 
natural law iliac prevails In tho grade of oxlat- 
ouco to which they belong.

So, when we or our friends pass in tho course 
of time out of this body of dust, thoro Is no

knew him well, and he me, and wo have been ' occanion for fear or for permanent dislresH,

Report of Seance held April 21,1899.
Spirit Invocation.

Blessed are the j ure in heart, for they shall see God, but 
more blessed is tlie consciousness of the knowledge that 
death has been destroyed and confidence of life continual 
lias been established. We praise thee, oil, spirit cf all 
knowledge, for the work that lias been done, for we realize 
thy handiwork in all thing-. Help us to obey thy command- 
ment," Love one another.” Ob, we realize how the spirit 
has touched the hearts of mortals and brought them to a 
sense of dot) and justice to themselves. They mu-t be 
their own savior; they must seek their own salvation; 
they build their own heaven or hell. Man) arc now con* 
scions tbat heaven ami hell are conditions, not places; 
hence, we rejoice to day that the curtain of superstition 
has to some extent fallen back, that reason Is the predomi­
nating power, and, when reason has full sway, juMlce will 
prevail, ami each Individual will think more L^iimself 
and will reach out to a M*t bls fellow-men. Oh, wc rejoice 
that after so many years of hile r and of trying to conquer 
error, so much has been accomplished. Oh, limn great 
spirit of love, teach each one to understand his own sphere; 
quicken the spirit, that each, may see that old things have 
passed away aud thataH' things are new. Man aud woman 
shall rise and rejoice In the fatherhood of God, the brother­
hood of man. and the ministering angels, who have brought 
us glad tidings of Immortal joy; the spirit Is risen and is 
singing good-will to man. AU can truly say, “ Oh. death., 
where is thy sting? Oh, grave, where Is thy victory? ” 
Direct us In all things. In thy hands wc leavrtfm result, 
knowing all will be well now ami forever more. Amen.

more than friends in the spirit world, both in­
terested in seeing thopromulgation and demon­
stration of Spiritualism. Thore aro many 
things tbat tbe spirits might give to mortals 
provided conditions aud time were at their dis­
posal. There aro many things we would like 
to explain that mystified us while in tho mor­
tal. There is much 1 would like to say if 1 had 
the opportunity, or was able to demonstrate 
myself as 1 would like to, but we must be thank­
ful for small things, because it is the small 
privileges and blessings that often bring ns the 
greatest reward. I am still interested in prog­
ress, and interested in those who belong to me 
both in home and social^ircles. There are 
many yet to be convinced of true spirit-life. 
We sometimes see things tbat do not look to us 
truthful and honest, yet there is a purpose in 
all things even in the crude manifestations. If 
all were genuine rhe press would not take any 
notice of Spiritualism, so, my brother men and 
sister women, the fraud, in one sense, does not 
hurt you, it only broadens the pathway, and 
causes others to investigate, and while they 
may pass judgment at tho time, they become 
convinced of truth afterward. Adeline Archer, 
Cleveland, 0.

It they have left us behind, we shall miss 
them, but we shall soon follow; if wo precede 
them to tho spirit-world, we shall miss them 
there, and shall grieve if they show inordinate 
grief; but we know that they, too, will soon 
drop the fetters of clay and come to us in a 
brighter realm. Thore is therefore no occasion 
on either side for anguish unspeakable or for 
unwise and futile rebellion against tbe current

method Is Inevitable m the light of aolenoe 
shines more brightly on the earth.

We feel very tenderly to those who lay the 
bodies of their dead In our beautiful oemeta- 
rles, dock the graves with flowers, overshadow 
them with trees, and record tho virtues of the 
departed, and their own love for them on en­
during monuniontHof stone. "Old Mortality ” 
will continue to come, mid with mallet and 
chisel keep tlie lettorlngand tlie numbers fresh 
and bright, ns tho sun and the dew cause them 
to fade, While in Philadelphia, I saw tho old 
man, and ills faithful pony, and Walter Scott 
cheering him iuhls reverential labor, all plc- 
turod In stone, at the entrance of Laurel Hill 
Cemetery.

But as time passed on, nnd thespiritual more 
and more prevails, mourning drapery, and 
grief-weighted monuments will diminish, and 
tours for the dead will bo less agonizing as the 
great heart of humanity is soothed by the as­
surance that

" Though (lead, they have sever (lied."

Yours for humanity and for spirituality, 
Abby A. Judson.

Aflinfiton, N. J , April 20,1899.

Answers to Questions
GIVEN THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OP

W. J. COLVILLE.

INDIVIDUAL MESSAGES.
Ames Adams.

I am delighted to be identified with you this 
morning, and can say to my friends of earth­
life that I have received in the spirit-world all 
I expected, and even more. I know you have 
now becoifre conscious that distance to the 
spirit is nothing; hence, although I am some 
distance, as tbe world calls it, from where 1 
left the physical form, I do not feel 1 am a 
stranger among you. Where we worship the 
spirit in truth we are never strangers one to 
the other. I am glad to be able to send forth a 
few words of comfort aud consolation to the 
many co-workers aud friends in tlie cause of 
Spiritualism, who are striving to bring it to a 
higher standpoint, to bring it where philosophy 
has taught the mortal to love, and the phe­
nomena has healed the broken heart, and 
brought comfort to the darkened soul. When 
this season of the year approaches, and every­
thing is prepared to take on new life and beau­
ty, it gives us an inspiration that helps us to 
put new life and energy in the Cause. I wish 
this message to go especially to thel’acific coast, 
where I feel I am not forgotten, for I have only 
been out of the body a few years. I wish Ellen 
to know that while sbe may be left in the phys­
ical form comparatively aloue, yet her knowl­
edge of spirit intercourse makes life very sweet 
for her. It is useless for me to say I am with 
her, for I know she is with me. I am glad the 
old form tbat helped me to uphold my spirit 
while clothed in the mortal form did its duty 
well, and now I am clothed with one more 
fitted for progress, more fitted to help to con­
tinue the work of elevating man both politic­
ally, religiously and spiritually. I have many 
friends who are with me in spirit this morning 
too numerous to mention. I promised my 
friends in earth that I would come, and try to 
manifest through the Banner of Light, and 
I am more than delighted with this privilege. 
You can say that Amos Adams is here to greet 
his many friends in the Cause, his dear ones on 
the Pacific coast, and all who take note of this 
message. My home was in Santa Cruz, Calif.

Henry G. Gordon.
Woll, friend, you have had many believers 

come in this morning, and they rejoice at their 
past experiences. I bad not the privilege or 
the knowledge, and cannot say I understood 
spirit-return while in earth-lite. Yet I recog­
nized all through my earthly career the mani­
festation of spirit and its power, but we did not 
call it such. I think every human soul has 
more or less of it all through life, although 
sometimes we do not know just what to name 
it or just how to account for it.

It is hard sometimes for us to know what we 
really do believe. I merely return with the 
hope that I shall be able to assist some one to 
a higher and better life, for that was my mo­
tive in earth-life, and I believed in the com­
mandment "do unto others as you would have 
others do unto you,” and felt it ought to be 
observed. When we'say, “God is our relig­
ion,” then we know that the spirit of truth is 
with us, and we fear neither God nor man.

1 have not many loft in the earth life, as the 
most of them are in spirit; but still faltering 
humanity needs uplifting, needs support and 
sympathy, I have been attracted to those in 
earth-life who <y;e strongly mediumistic, and if 

| once convinced of their power in tho world
they would be a ereat help to all humanity.

of natural law. A little patience, reunion will 
come, and all will bo well, whether it be we or 
they who will go first.

These object lessons we receive from natu­
ralism. The false theories of miraculism, tbat 
we pass out of the realm of nature by the act 
of dying, that eternal separation ensues be­
tween those who adhere th certain lines of 
belief and those who deny them, that the dis­
embodied cannot communicate with those left 
behind, nor make any manifestation unless by 
miracle, tbat earth love is lost in divine ab­
sorption, that soul is wholly denuded of natu­
ral form, we have no occasion to consider 
further in this letter. But in passing we have 
to say that though the poverty of language 
leads us to speak of the embodied and the dis­
embodied, yet naturalism demonstrates that 
there are no disembodied anywhere. For on 
passing out of the form of flesh, the soul is 
still enswathed iu the more ethereal form 
which it possessed and used to a greater or less 
degree while on the earth plane, and will ex­
press itself through that form. The possession 
of that form here and now makes it quite im­
possible for us to forget what happens to us on 
earth. For, though the brain on which tbe 
impressions were made be disintegrated, cor­
responding impressions of passing events were 
made on tbe corresponding organ of the spirit­
ual body, which we shall of course bear with 
us as we dwell in the more rapidly-vibrating 
forms of natural existence to which we shall 
become adapted by losing the grosser form of 
flesh.

As to the disintegrating clay form which we 
once inhabited, it is not possible for a progress­
ing spirit to care much about that. While it 
is true that many spirits linger in the grave­
yards where their forms are buried, while the 
grosser ones sometimes find it exceedingly1' 
difficult to get free from the loathsome flesh, 
and while many who have got ,away from the 
body itself still continue to hahfit the locality 
or building where they sinned or suffered, we 
are deeply sorry for these “ spirits in prison.” 
These painful cases result from the soul’s not

Qij;s.-[By Charles II. Mundy, Geneva, N.Y.].— 
If 1 correctly understand the position of Spiritualists, 
they claim that "Modern Spiritualism" dates from 
the manifestations tiirotmh the Fox sisters at Hydes­
ville, N. Y„ In 1848, thus making them, as it were, the 
corner-stone upon which the whole structure ts 
erected.

Now If my memory serves me rightly, these very 
Fox girls subsequently confessed that these mani­
festations were not due to spirits at all. but were 
produced by trickery and fraud. I have also an im­
pression that they afterward retracted tills confession 
ami declared that they were genuine.

Will you kindly Inform oue who has but recently 
undertaken a serious investigation of the-claims of 
Spiritualism, aud who is not only not prejudiced 
against'It, but, so far as he has gone, rather predis­
posed in Its favor—first, whether my recollection as 
to the Fox girls, as before stated, ts correct, and, if 
uot, whatare the facts? and, second, what book or 
pamphlet will give me all the details connected 
with It?

It certainly seems very unfortunate, not to say 
foolish, to attribute the origin of so great anti impor­
tant a revelation to persons who, If I am correct In 
my memory of tho facts, were certainly guilty ot 
either lying or fraud, and the bare coupling ol whose 
name with the doctrine would be sufficient, io the 
estimation of the cautious skeptic, to handicap it 
with doubt and discredit.

Perhaps you will consider the questions of suffi­
cient Importance tu your general readers to merit an 
answer lu the columns of your journal.

Ans—We think our questioner is quite right 
in stating tbat there was a time when at least 
one of the Fox sisters (of whom there were 
three) recanted her faith in Spiritualism under 
extreme financial pressure, at the instigation 
of some quite unscrupulous persons, who cared 
nothing for Spiritualism one way or another, 
but, being in the traveling-show business, and 
hard up for cash and new attractions, felt tbat 
one of the original Fox sisters “exposing” 
the trickery of Spiritualism would be a draw­
ing card. It must be remembered that two of

iltloo. A* there came msrveloue phenomena 
fifty-one years ago, which started thought and 
provoked Inquiry nnd agitation the woeW over, 
so when this preliminary period la at an end 
thoro will come a higher class of demonstra­
tion adapted to the riper or maturer condition 
of tho public mind, Fifty-one years ago it wan 
necessary to have crude appeals to coarse con­
ditions, but whan tho truly spiritual work 
commences on its higher piano thoro will bo 
no need for a repetition of tho old methods. 
For nn exact account of tho earliest recorded 
phenomena tho questioner Is referred to Emma 
Hardinge’s "Twenty Years of Modern Spirit­
ualism," oiit of print, but in many libraries. 
Wo kuow of no work which goes accurately 
and fully into all tho details of that blot on tbe 
history of ono of tho Fox sisters, which not 
unnaturally somewhat disconcerts our ques­
tioner, whoso memory appears sufficiently cor­
rect on tho main points to need no further in­
formation. Tlie chief lesson to bo learned 
from tho disagreeable episode is that when 
highly mediumistic persons allow themselves 
to get into all sorts of company, and when 
those who employ their services prove utterly 
regardless of their true welfare, it may not be 
long before some adventurous human shark 
will appear on tho scene to capture an easy 
victim.

At one time when we were in Boston one of 
tho Fox sisters was exploited as an oxposer of 
tho tricks of .Spiritualism. Tho performance 
was a failure, because by trickery she could 
not produce the required phenomena; tbe 
manager absconded with the receipts, aud the 
poor woman who had been hoodwinked was 
left to reflect in homeless poverty upon the 
folly as well as sin of denying what she knew 
to be a truth, in the vain hope of gaining a few 
ill-gotten dollars which she did uot get. She 
sinned, sho suffered, she repented, and at the 
Jiospitablo home of a sincere friend in Brook­
lyn (Mrs,, Emily B. Ruggles, since passed to 
spirit-life) she recuperated aud gave honest 
evidences of. genuine mediumship. "Let the 
dead past bury its dead,” and let the Spiritu­
alists of to-day seek to prove in the living pres­
ent tbat real spiritual communion is possible 
aud profitable in the hero and now. Let not 
any inquirer be troubled over these things.

An Echo from Ball’s Bluff.
If Not a Spirit, Will Scientists Explain.

BY FRED L. HILDRETH.

Hence
having progressed while on the earth. May

those who will see it will understand each
other better, aud know from whence the power 
came. Put me down as Henry G. Gordon. My 
home while in earth-life was Springfield, Mass., 
but I have been out of the body many years.

Sam*! Russell.
I, too, feel this is a precious time to send out 

some words of comfort and consolation to the 
friends of earth-life. They may be Spiritual­
ists and have evidence of spirit-return, yet 
there are none of us so far spiritualized that 
we do not miss the material form, and long for 
the presence of those who have gone; aud bow 
much comfort it gives when t^e absent ones, 
under any condition, can send a word to those 
who are left. We know our places can be 
filled, and sometimes it is hard when we are 
called upon to fill each other’s places. I wish 
to say to the dear ones of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
especially to my co-workers, both iu the Soci­
ety and Lyceum, to work with a will, even if 
the compensation is small; if each does his 
best, tbat is all that can be expected. 0 ye of 
little faith, how little do you know what your 
officers have to contend with to hold up tbe 
banner of truth spotless, and give to the world 
the undefiled knowledge of spirit-return! 
Each one is viewing the work from a different 
standpoint; each one reasoning from his own 
understanding; each one advising to the best 
of his ability. When we look back and see 
how much there is to be done and bow little 
is done, it sometimes grieves us, because we 
seem to be so feeble and simple in what wo do, 
yet I wish to say to all mortals who are so sen­
sitive, who feel they accomplish so little: be 
faithful, be honest to friends of the spirit­
world, and, while you may not see it brought 
to you through the mortal agency, you shall 
have your reward. Work together, each and 
every one of you; stand as one great armor in 
the battle of life, as soldiers fighting for a vic­
tory, and that victory—Truth. I wish to say 
to my son and daughter and all concerned, 
that while you lay the physical form of your 
friends away, you do not lay the spirit aside. 
If we are active in earth-life, we shall be in 
spirit. Many join in sending this message of 
love and encouragement to all. SamT Russell, 
Cleveland, Ohio.

<> all we love and all who love us ” learn to live
tbe pure, natural and helpful life here, so that

the sisters, 
susceptible, 
when their 
they played

Kate and Margaret, were very 
easily-influenced persons, and 

history is fully known, tbe part 
in the history of Modern Spirit-

Mrs. Ira V. Hayes.
I have waited some time for this blessed 

privilege. I promised my friends when I left 
them in earth-life that they would hear from 
me again, and they have in some respects, but 
there are others I have not been able to reach 
as I desire to. Knowing your valuable paper 
(for I took it many years, and I used to love to 
send it around to others that they might read a 
line for themselves), reaches the homes and 
hearts of so many of our friends, I take this 
channel to communicate with them. My hus­
band joins with me iu sending our love and best 
wishes for the encouragement of all, and to let 
them know that we found on the spirit-side all 
wo looked for, and that we did meet our 
friends, recognized them, aud enjoyed them. 
I cannot hold the medium this morning, as 1 
do uot understand how to send forth my 
thoughts, but have done what I could. Mrs. 
Ira V. Hayes, Farmington, N. H. 1 thank you 
kindly for your patience, my friend, and I will 
try and do better next time.

A Letter from Abby A. Judson.

NUMBER SIXTY-EIGHT.

Lucy Wolcott.
I feel like sending a few words of comfort 

and consolation, and am thankful for being 
permitted to enter this stance room this morn­
ing and control tbe medium’s brain. I too, 
while clothed with the flesh, found knowledge 
and comfort in knowing the spirit can assist 
mortals physically, mentally and spiritually. 
There is much more to be accomplished, but

To the Editor ot tho Banner ot Light:

Many persons who enter spiritualistic lines 
of thought, and have begun to taste the sweet 
ness connected with them, think that it can all 
be harmonized with their previous opinions 
and be assimilated by tbe mind as easily as by 
the heart. We are however of the opinion that 
such persons do not discriminate very closely, 
and also fail to see the general trend of what is 
called Spiritualism. Byeand-bye they find 
that their minds have sloughed off what once 
seemed all-important, or else they come to 
something that antagonizes what they still 
hold to, and they are plunged into uncertainty 
and fear.

The fact is that Naturalism is so opposed to 
Miraculism in any form that those who think 
deeply find that it cannot possibly assimilate 
with it. In nothing is the contrast more ap­
parent than in one's mental attitude to tho 
dead, and to the mode of disposing of tbe mor­
tal remains of those who have left the earth 
plane.

As regards tbe so-called dead, miraculism 
teaches that they who have entered the realm of 
tbe supernatural, are no more under the laws 
of nature, and tbat when manifestations come 
to mortals from the other side of life, as the ap­
pearance of Jesus in the upper chamber at Je­
rusalem, the door of which had been securely 
locked by the timid disciples, or the hearing of 
his voice by Paul, they occur in opposition to 
nature, and are evidence of the intervention 
of a being who works independently of her 
laws.

Naturalism, on the other hand, demonstrates 
that natural law reigns supreme in all phases 
of life, whether physical or spiritual, that every 
manifestation of mind by an embodied or a dis­
embodied being must take place according to 
unalterable law, and that what seems super­
natural at first becomes to a wider experience

the spiritual body may be effectually used 
while here, and the soul become aspiring 
enough to enable them to really enter on spir­
itual existence on leaving the form of flesh! 
Many who call themselves Spiritualists fancy 
that this happy condition is attained by the 
mere act of dying. Alas, alas I this is not so.

What the children of men desire to have done 
with their own bodies and the bodies of those 
they love after becoming tenantless depends 
on their race, the age they live in, the religious 
creed they have adopted, and their conscious 
or unconscious materialism.

Tbe materialism inhering in the religion of 
ancient Egypt, which led them to believe that 
the soul would, after many ages, again dwell in ! 
the same earth body, was shown by their care­
ful embalming of the dead. The bodies of the 
very poor were embalmed just as effectually as 
those of the rich, though they were less pre­
sentable in appearance. All nations who have 
believed that the body would be used again by 
the former tenant have carefully laid it away.

The Greeks and Italians, who did not hold 
this notion, preferred to burn the bodies of 
the dead, especially as they found it more 
cleanly and healthful to do so. But as Chris­
tianity obtained a foothold in tbe Roman Em­
pire, with its doctrine that the actual body 
would rise again and be tenanted by the soul, 
burying dead bodies came into practice. In 
the catacombs iu Rome the underground pas­
sages are lined with tiers of crypts with sliding 
doors of marble or other stone, where the 
Christians laid the bodies of their dead to 
await the re-quickening of the resurrection 
morn.

This tenet of Christianity was founded on 
the erroneous notion that tbe earth-bodies of 
Enoch and Elijah were actually carried to 
heaven; and that Jesus entered again the body 
tbat was laid in Joseph’s tomb, raised it, used 
it in Judea and Galilee, and at last ascended in 
it into heaven in the presence of many of the 
disciples. As this could not have been done by 
natural means, it was a miracle; and tbe mi- 
raculism of the church is largely founded on 
this preeminently stupendous miracle, and has 
been rejected by many scientists, who were 
therefore regarded as Atheists.

It is not definitely known what became of 
tbe body of Jesus. It disintegrated in due 
time. Whether the form seen in the upper 
chamber was his spirit body seen clalrvoyantly 
by tbe disciples, or whether it was “material­
ized ” in that room, cannot now be determined. 
The church has said it was raised again, and 
went to heaven; that is miraculism, We say 
that Jesus went on into spiritual realms ac­
cording to natural law, in his more ethereal 
body; that is naturalism, or Spiritualism, the 
terms being nearly synonymous.

Since Spiritualism has been more clearly re­
vealed on earth during the last half of the pres­
ent century, many io tbe church have given 
up the old tenet that at the resurrection the 
old earth body will be raised, and again inhab­
ited by its former tenant. Many clergymen 
now preach about the spiritual body of Jesus 
as being seen after his death by the disciples.

Simultaneously with this change in opinion 
. has come a partial return to the cleanly and 
, healthful practice of burning the bodies of the 
. dead. Many prefer cremation, its advocates 
। are increasing in number, and a return to this

ualism will no longer appear obscure. Histor­
ical facts are utterly impartial and unsenti­
mental, and it is simply a fact that on the 31st 
day of March, 18-18, at Hydesville, in the home 
of the Fox family, the mysterious phenomena 
occurred which led to the world-wide interest 
in Spiritualism which shortly followed. No 
inTMligent person is particularly proud of the 
early history of the spiritualistic movement, 
so far as its outermost expressions go; but as 
the circumstances of the case must be truth­
fully stated, history cannot be altered because 
of tbe subsequent conduct of two highly sen­
sitive and not very finely-balanced women.

It is quite true that the Fox sister who did 
recant repented of her recantation, and when 
she discovered into what a sorry trap she had 
been led by unscrupulous adventurers, she 
very soon awoke to the consciousness tbat only 
her enfeebled condition, need of money, and 
the very strong pressure brought to bear upon 
her had led to her temporary disloyalty to 
truth.

If honest investigators pursue their inquiries 
far into the intricacies of mediumship they will 
not find the Fox episode very difficult to ex­
plain. Consider the following propositions, 
and then judge for yourselves whether tho con­
duct of two of the Fox Sisters was so very re­
markable after all: In thetfirst place the three 
little girls in 1848 were surprised and aston. 
ished, doubtless more or less frightened by the 
demonstrations, and then v&ry much tired and 
worried by the continual demands made upon 
them by all sorts of people/ who from all varie-

October 21,18(11,1 stood on a bluff overlook­
ing the Potomac river on the Virginia side, 
facing an open space of some six acres sur­
rounded by dense woods. My nosition was in 
the centre of the Fifteenth Mass. Infantry, 
drawn up in line of battle, with the State 
colors of the regiment in charge, watching 
tbe conflict going on between the Northern 
and Southern troops at tbat time. All of a 
sudden the firing lulled, and I could hear a 
bluejay’s shrill note, no doubt protesting in 
bird language against the invasion of his do­
main by man. About this time Gen. E. D. 
Baker came up and spoke in a cheerful voice, 
bidding us stand firm, then passed behind the 
crest of a small knoll where the artillery was 
stationed.

During this time, while standing near , a 
large tree, the comrade at my left was shot in 
the top of his head while ramming down a car­
tridge in his musket, and fell over upon me 
lifeless. I was wondering bow he could have 
been hit in that manner, when I saw Gen. 
Baker again, accompanied by two sharpshoot­
ers, in front of our line, pointing up iu the 
tree over my head. One took a hurried aim,

ties of motives invaded their home, and sub­
jected them to every §drt of annoyance, and 
frequent humiliation. In the second place the 
origin of fraud must be considered as not un­
natural, for as every investigator knows it is 
impossible to procure genuine physical mani­
festations on every desired occasion, therefore, 
if the children knew any tricks it is not won­
derful if sometimes, when nothing genuine was 
forthcoming, they would snap their toe joints, 
and do various other things which led some 
seemingly well-informed people to declare tbat 
the whole performance was vulgar chicanery.

When in ber later years one of tbe sisters 
found herself stranded, and found a business 
manager only too ready to make capital out of 
a sensational performance promising to ex­
pose Spiritualism, she no doubt trumped up 
some of the tricks of her girlish days and re­
produced the toe-joint snappings, which were 
never the same as the genuine raps, which 
often came in showers all over the room and 
frequently in a large hall at a distance of many 
feet from the medium’s body. We deem it 
honest to confess tbat the modern spiritualis­
tic movement did originate with the “Roch­
ester knockings,” even though the whole Fox 
history is not a pleasing one. We cannot get 
rid of historic personalities who have figured 
largely in any world-wide movement, because 
there are shadows as well as lights prominent 
in their career. Treasures are indeed very 
often placed in very poor “earthen vessels,” 
and history has certainly repeated much of its 
phenomena many times since Paul wrote bis 
epistles. For ourselves, we have always taught 
the universality and continuity of spiritual 
revelations, but we have never sought to deny 
that there were special events and epochs in 
history marking culminations and commence­
ments in manifested spiritual power.

We differ from many Spiritualists in our 
view of the present Spiritualistic movement, 
because we do not regard itasthesignof anew 
dispensation, but only as a preparation there­
for. It is not reasonable to regard the chaotic 
even though useful and necessary work of 
what is called Modern Spiritualism as the min­
istry of a new age or cycle, but it may be 
rightly viewed as pertinent to a period of tran-

fired, and down fell a man, clothed in North­
ern uniform, at my feet, t asked why the 
General was having his own men shot, when a 
comrade, turning the prostrate form over, re­
marked that he had a Confederate uniform 
under the blue; and we learped later that the 
Confederate had stripped it from one of our 
comrades shot earlier in the day, donned it, 
climbed the tree, and was discovered by Gen. 
Baker while in the act of firing at him.

Years passed; the circumstance had long 
been forgotten, the war had closed. 1 bad 
mentioned it to no one at home. We were 
seated about the table one evening in 1867, 
when my mother, who was a writing medium, 
laid aside her work, grasped a pencil and pa­
per and wrote: “Perhapsyou would not care 
to talk with a Reb,” pushing it over to 
me. I welcomed tbe spirit, and asked where 
he knew me? He wrote: “ I was in a tree aud 
tried to shoot you, but later was shot myself.” 
It took me quite a while to learn concerning 
him, for I bad forgotten it, and no one else 
knew of tbe incident; but I finally found his 
name was Richard Holman, from near Iuka, 
Mississippi, and belonged to one of the Missis­
sippi regiments that we fought at Ball’s Bluff 
in 1861. Then his mother, whose name was Re­
becca Holman, came and wished to know if I 
knew her boy?

Years passed again, and a group of survivors 
of the Mass. Fifteenth went on an excursion 
to the old battlefields of past years. I was in­
vited, but was too ill to go. One of my tent­
mates, however, was among the number, and 
wishing to learn if it were true or false, I asked 
him to examine the headboards for tbe Con­
federate’s name which he did, and found all 
as represented in the burial place near Lees­
burg, Virginia How do the wise-heads ex­
plain this fact? My mother knew nothing 
about it. I had long forgotten the circum­
stance, did not even know be shot at me, bis 
name, State, regiment, nor if he was buried at 
all in tbe confusion of battle.

I have had to be brief in this article, so as 
not to take up your valuable space, but have 
given the main facts. Strange threads, Mr. 
Editor, aro woven in the warp and woof of hu­
man lives, and here is a chance for the doubter 
to puzzle his brains over tbe source of my in­
formation, iffit did not come from Spirit Rich­
ard Holman of tbe Confederate Army.

Verification of Spirit Message.
To the Editor of tbe Banner of Light:

We read in your paper, tbe Banner of 
Light, a message from a spirit by the name of 
Thomas Watson. I, his wife, write to thank 
you, and to say that it is right. ^-He was killed 
in Erie three years ago this Hiontb. We were 
glad to hear from him. Th/nk you very much 
for letting him come. I am, Mus. Watson.

46 Church street, Titusville, Pa., April 28.

Shaksfeare’s Sonnets. — Here’s a new 
Shaksperean theory advanced by former Judge 
Jesse Johnson, of the New York bar: The 
Judge takes the decidedly novel view that 
Sbakspeare’s sonnets were written not by him, 
but to him by a friend, and the oddest part of 
tbe thing is tbat the Judge takes his theory 
seriously.—Ex.
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What Spiritualism is Doing, |Wu gork |bbdis«nmtg
BY PHOEBE W. HENSEL.
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«
N CONSUMPTION ^

. £181 bits, 
Bost Cough Syrup. Tastes Good. Um 

In Hino. Hold by druggists. _It is giving to mankind a higher and hotter 
standard of life ne It should bo lived; it is, by 
the force of its knowledge and wisdom, break­
ing the links in tlie chains that have hold men 
bound in ignorance and superstition, and tlie 
shackles of old dogmas and ancient creeds are 
falling from them, and they are standing forth 
/rec, in tho glorious light and liberty of a 
grander manhood, a nobler womanhood. It is 
leading us by strange and untrodden patlis 
into broader and more fertile fields of art and 
literature, of science and philosophy, and of a 
religion that shall purify and uplift the whole 
human race; it is clearing away tho mists of 
folly and ignorance that have blinded our eyes 
for so long, and is enabling us to seo with a 
clearer vision the possibilities that lie buried 
deep within our own souls.

Through Spiritualism we are awakening to the 
fact that through all the ages of the past man 
has never been educated in the spiritual sense, 
tbat the wonderful soul power, which shall 
lift him into broader realms of thought and 
into a higher plane of life has been lying dor­
mant; but Spiritualism has broken the ground 
and sown the seed of this higher education 
which is to eliminate so much of evil and igno­
rance, so much of poverty and sin and suffer­
ing from humanity.

Ringing down through all the cycles of the 
past, from tlie lips of the purest and noblest of 
those who once lived on the earth-plane, have 
come beautiful messages of love and kindness, 
of peace and charity, proclaiming to all, in 
words whose echoes shall sound forever, that 
grand, universal law of brotherly love that 
must and shall, to a certain extent, govern the 
universe—a law which is founded on love and 
love alone; a law winch, through this infinite 
power of love, shall revolutionize all things in 
this material world and shall bring home to 
the minds and souls of men the knowledge and 
power to live in accordance with that divine 
law which tbe great spirit of all has laid down 
for us to follow, and through this law humanity 
shall be bound together in the bonds of peace, 
tbe bonds of fidelity, the bonds of charity and 
kindness, and the bonds of a boundless unity 
which shall make all men and all women broth­
ers and sisters in heart and soul. And looking 
down the shining pathway of the future wo 
can see that, through this law, much of sorrow 
and distress, much of poverty and crime, much 
of sensuality and impurity shall have been 
banished, and joy and gladness, comfort and 
peace, pure thoughts and high aspirations are 
taking their place. And it needs no seer’s eye 
to see or prophet’s tongue to tell that, before 
many decades have passed, wherever there is 
strife and warfare, wherever gray-haired men, 
bowed with the burden of years, are asking for 
help and care, wherever helploss women are 
crying for the comfort and protection which 
should be theirs, wherever little hungry chil­
dren are, with outstretched hands, begging for 
bread, there shall Spiritualism's white banner 
float, bringing peace and hope, happiness aud 
comfort to all.

Mother and Eaby Gone tothe Summer 
Land.

Funeral services were held at her late home 
in Malden over Mrs. Alice Beth Allen, a char­
ter member of the Progressive Spiritualist So­
ciety of Malden, and wife of Mr. E. Percy Allen, 
and her little infant daughter, Harriet Soper 
Allen. The services were conducted by Mr. 
Wm. M. Barber, President of the society. Mrs. 
G. A. Wade sang a beautiful song, " Touch of a 
Vauished Hand," and a duet was sung by Mrs. 
Wm. Barber and Mrs. Wade, “We’ll Never Say 
Good-Bye.” Mr. Barber used selections from 
the Burial Service for Spiritualists, and the 
Bible, and two poems written for the occasion 
were read, and a most consoling prayer was 
offered, and remarks well chosen and comfort­
ing were made by Bro. Harber.

This is tho first loss from tho ranks of the so­
ciety, and oue that will be telt, as Mrs. Allen 
had a pure spiritual nature, and her voice, 
which so often joined in song, will be sadly 
missed. She was tbe daughter of Mrs. Clara 
Fagin, the medium of thesociety, and our sym­
pathy goes out to her, and the husband, who 
has bad to bear the parting from earth-life with 
his dear help meet. We give the poems writ­
ten for the occasion by a member of tho soci­
ety, entitled, "A Prayer for Comfort,” and 
“ The Answer,” below:

A PRAYEH FOR COMFORT. j 
Oh! God, we turn to thee In this sad uour

We can but trust to thee, and in thy power
To comfort and sustain tlie mourning heart 

When all seems dark and desolately sad, 
'And life Is dreary,
Oiil God, to thee we turn with heart aweary.
Dear spirit friends, now resting safe in heaven,

We mourn our loss, altnouglf we feel thy gain, 
Help us to feel aud know thy presence given

Our weak and sad condition to sustain:
For life Is weary,
Ohl friends, we turn to thee with heart aweary.
Oto loving ones, now risen to your blessing,

Pray for onr grieving hearts some comfort given; 
But give with all your prayers a loud caressing

To lilt onr poor hearts trustingly to heaven;
Our hearts so dreary,
Dear friends, we turn to thee with hearts aweary.
W" turn to God, but still in thlj sadjiour

We needs must feel our loved ones’wver near, 
For lite lu heaven’s choicest, greenest/bower

Were vain and sad without ourjoved ones dear;
Our Marls ne’er dreary,
Dear friends, with thee, nor hearts aweary.

THE ANSWER.
Ob! frlenih, with hearts so dreary, I (urn to thee, 

I know your sad condition, and I feel
Your love, aud now some comfort it shall be

My power to give, and show for your blest weal 
Life is not dreary, 
Oh! loving friends,! turn to you with heart acheery.
On! loved aud loving ones, 1 am not far away,

I cannot leave you In your sadness now, 
For though hi heaven's brightest, choicest day

My spirit safe were resting, I ’cl not allow
Your hearts so dreary
Whilst mine iu heaven were all aclieery.
So think of me, not as one dead and cold;

But with you always till your day is done;
I'm but translated where hearts ne'er grow old, 

And ever waiting for your day to come, 
Tbat day so cheers.
Oh! loved ones I ever shall be near thee.

A LICE.

“Rich Spiritualists.”
To the Editor of the Banilerof Light'

* There is an article in the Banner of Light, 
Light of Truth and Progressive Thinker, headed 
“Rich Spiritualists,” by Solon Lauer, in which 
he gives his reasons why rich Spiritualists do 
not donate some of tbeir wealth for the up­
building of the spiritual Cause. The reasons 
given I do not think are strictly correct in 
every particular, but might be said to be quite 
plausible.

It has often been said by our opponents that 
there have not been any institutions estab­
lished by Spiritualists for the good of the spir­
itual Cause. There is one way liberal-minded 
men might do a good work for the cause of 
Spiritualism, in which Mr. L—'s objections 
would not apply, aud that is to make a home

Far Over Fifty Year*
Mm. Winslow's Soothing Bybuy has been used for 
children teething. It soothes the child, softens the 
gams, allays all pain, cures wind colic, and Is the best 
Itaedy for Diarrhoea. Twenty-five cents a bottle.

for old people, Including worn-out and neg­
lected mediume, Spiritualists and liberal 
minded persons, where they oould enjoy the 
freedom of their own belief, untrammeled by 
orthodox teachings. Such au Institution could 
be made partly self-sustaining by tho work 
being all, or nearly all. done by the Inmates of 
such a homo. When the homo was well estab- 
llHhod on a sure foundation, there would then 
ben good opportunity for liberal Spiritual^ 
to make donations for tho benefit of such as 
need help and assistance.

I wan an inmate of a home for the aged, in 
Philadelphia, Pa., from April 27, ’1)7, to Aug. 5, 
flH-fifteen months and nine days. 1 paid my 
way by work. It was so-called non-seotarian, 
but not liberal in its true sense, There were 
two Spiritualists there beside myself; one 
passed on to the other side of life about one 
year ago. While I was there 1 sorely felt the 
need of such a home for liberal and progressive 
people.

I have written tlie above merely as suggestive 
for any one who may bo interested on that line 
oi humanitarian work. Humanity.

Passed to Spirit-Life
From his home, No. 7 Bigelow street, Cambridge, Muss., 

M it. Simeon Snow, aged 70 years 3 months and 3 days.
Mr. Snow was a mtieli respected citizen. Hi-was ana 

live <>f Orleans, Mass, but had resided In Cambridge many 
years, serving in the City Government as Alderman during 
1878 and 1879. He was an active business man for many 
years, in the leather business,having retired someiwenly 
years ago.

lie was a firm S; irltmdlsl! and bls Spiritualism was a 
knowledge, lie was a dlneior at Berkelcv Halt.several 
lear-, an<! a regular attendant at Onset. He was a tine 
friend to nieillums. and was always a friend In need, lie 
will be greatly missed at Onset and all gatherings of Spir­
itualists b> his many friends.

Mr. Snow leaves a widow, two sons and a dtnuhter, who 
mourn his ab-ence In the material form, Imt who know 
that his spiritual presence Is with them. The funeral was 
on Saturday. April 15, at 2 i-.m., and was largely attended 
bv relatives ami friends. Tlie services were conilneied by 
the writer, assisted hy tile Rev. George W. Bicknell and 
the Cambridge Mah- Quartet, W. II. Rose and E, E. Holden, 
tenors, and II. Otis Dnnlortb and Francis L. i’ratt,bassos, 
who rendered some beautiful selections, fitting tributes to 
our arisen brother. The floral lokens-tribiites of love 
from Ills family and friends-* ere very beautiful.

May the truth of spirit communion be the comfort to his 
companion and children while they are passing under the 
shadow of sorrow, and n ay they feel that they have the 
spiritual presence of the husband ami father—a comfort 
that falleili mortals to give them—but the; have our .sym­
pathy In (his their hour of sorrow. Muy loving angels 
In lug them ildhigs cf joy from the departed one. that they 
may know, as did lie thirl there is no death, but all is eter­
nal life.

It was inv privilege Io have known Brother Snow over 
thirty years, and I always found him a true frlenil.

Mus. Sarah A. Byrnes.

From Fairhaven, Mass., early Wednesday morning, April 
12, 1S09, William S. Getli>,aged 88 years.

He was a noble man and a veteran Spiritualist, who 
"lived Ills Spiritualism." He passed from tills life to that 
beyond, leaving his two datigbtei s, one in t1 e home lie left 
and rhe other In distant China, to contemplate whltliei-aml 
towhat purpose, but with the knowledge of Splrltiiall-m 
to assist and reconcile. The funeral was held on the fol­
lowing Saturday, tlie writer, with the Rev. William Brun­
ton assisting, olllclaled. The service, I hough solemn, was 
soul-elircrlng. mid the beneficence of Spliltuallsm was 
truly felt by all, relinlvis ami friends.

.1. Frank Baxter.

From her home In Amherst, Mass., April 15,1899, Jane 
Clowes Stiles, wife of Waldo L. Stiles, aged 47 years.

The deceased possessed an attractive personality, her 
sunny disposition and smiling face winning for her many 
friends. She was not afraid to go. nml bore her physical 
sufferings with great fortitude Mrs. Stiles was a valued 
member of the local Woman’s Relief Corps. Aged parents, 
several brothers two sisters, a husband ami four children 
ate left to mourn her loss. The funeral services were con­
ducted by Rev. William Ballou, the I nilarlan clergyman, 
of Amherst.

On the morning of April 6, W, Mi:s. Caroling H, Hen­
derson, in her 74th year.

Mrs. Henderson died ai her birthplace, Erie Pa., where 
much of her useful ami helpful life was spent. An ardent 
Spiritualist, she devoted her energies ami a large mu-lion 
of her ample means to the upbuilding and spread of the 
Cause. A devoted philanthropist, her ready help was 
nevm- withheld from any worthy charity. A central figure 
is removed from Cassadaga Camp, her summer home, as 
well as from the old Erie home which she so dearly loved.

'OWnury iVofwes not over OmRi/ tines tn IftwUh we yub* 
lished gratuitously. When ejceedmg that number, tiCrniy 
cents for each additional line, will be charged. Ten it'utds on 
an average make, a line. So poetry admitted under tn above
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analyzed;
J BY W H BACH.'

AUTHOR OF

BIG BIBLE STORIES
ANO OTHER WORKS

me great weniand for "BIG BIBLE STORIES” has In­
duced the author to otter another book upon a biblical topic.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS have been considered to 
be tlie only true moral guide, and tn give I he exact standing 
of the Bible upon all moral and religious topics—which Is 
nut the case. THE BIBLE gives them In two different 
fonns anil In litre - illtferent places, and It CONTR ADlCTN 
EVERY ONE as positively as It gives It. This nook takes up 
each (’mumaiulnietit. then quotes places where THE SAME 
POWER that gave the Ciiminamlmeiits ijuve otlitrs exactly 
th" oyyositr.

Paper. 25 cents.
For sale by BANNER OF LICHT PUBLISHING CO.

SPIRITUALISM
Bj JUDGE JOHN W, EDMONDS, - - - 
- - - - and OR. GEORGE T. DEXTER

This Excellent Work Has Been Reissued by 
W. H. TERRY, MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA, 

Editor of Harbinger of Light, 
IN TWO VOLUMES.

This work has long been out of print, and difficult 
to obtain even at a high price. Both volumes are re 
pleto with solid thought and offer the

READING PUBLIC

A RAREOPPORTUN1TY

to study these eminent writers at
FIRST HANn.

The spirit teachings of these volumes are of a high order 
and purport to come from such wise spirits as Emanuo) 
Swedenborg and Lord Bacon. It Is not too much to say 
that these communications reflect credit upon the spirits 
who gave them, without regard to their names and social 
standing on tarlli. . „ „

The automatic writings through Du. Dexter and many 
of JunoE Edmonhs'b exalted visions, as well as those of 
his daughter,are described In full. No thoughtful Spiritual­
ist sliounl lie without both volumes.

Bold either lu »et. or Mody. The first volume eon 
tains 301 octavo pages, with a line portrait o’ Judue 
Edmond.. The second volume contains 440 page, 
with aline .ketch of a .cene In tho iplelt-norld 
Price ver volume, JS2.00.

For sale by HANNFR OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO

SPIRITS' BOOK;
Containing the Principles of Spiritist Doctrine on the Im­
mortality of the Soni; the Nature of Spirits and their Re­
lations with Men; the Moral Law; the Present Lite,the 
Future Life, and the Destiny of the Human Race, accord­
ing to the Teachings of Spirits of high degree, transmit­
ted through various Mediums, collected and set lu order by 
Allan Kardec. . „ , . . „

Translated from the French, from tbe Hundred and Twen 
Heth Thousand, by Anna Blackwell.

The translator’s preface, giving, as It does, a fine and 
readable sketch of Rlvail's (or “Kardec's") experiences, 
and tlie exquisitely finished steel-plate portrait of this cele­
brated gentleman, are ot themselves worth almost the en­
tire price of the book.

Printed from duplicate Engll’h plates, on white paper 
larva I2mo.pp LK. Mnih: price ELM

Tor sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

BANNER OF LIGHT
oo 
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Catarrh Cannot Iio Cured
With LOCAL APPLICATIONS, as they cannot reach tho 
seat of tho disease. Catarrh In a blood orconMtUuilonal dis- 
ease, and In order to cure It you mint take Internal lemo- 
dl(w, Uall'H Catarrh Cure Is inken Internally mid itct.H di­
rectly on the blood and inucouH surfaces. Hair* Catarrh 
Cure Is uot a quack medicine. It was prcFcrlbvd by one 
of tho best phyHlclaiiH In tils country for yearn, and h a 
regular-ph'scrlidbHi, It Is composed of tbe best tonica 
known, combined with the best blood piirliierN, acting di­
rectly on the mucous HtirfaceH. The purfeet combination 
of the two Ingredients Is what produces such wonderful 
results in curing Ca’arrh. Send for testImonlals, free.

F. J. CHENEY A CO., Props., Toledo, 0. 
Sold by drugRlsts, price 75c.

S U It E C U Ut Ef
PEELER'S SURE RHEUMATIC CURE

Is Hie only n-iucdy that ran be ralff-d a pralfii- for Hliounia- 
lIsm, as II iiniTs nlm-iy-elglituut.if :i himili.M rasrs. It will 
also cure .Strlelui e and VaririH- Veins. mv\ limbs that have 
been diawu up by rlwiimallsm. Many liimdredsol pimple 
have been eureil.

Head wliat Mr.-Henshaw says:
"I have bran a .sufferer for iwenty yen,. I had a severe 

attack about the Ili-sr of Septi-niber la>i. In November 1 
eiimineni'eil to lake your Itlii-iiiiiutle l ine. I was relieved 
at once., Ater taking four bottles all signs of disease had 
pisapprari-il. Have had no return to dale.

Tims. A. Henshaw,
4 Hollis Place, Boston, Mast." 

[Ills leg was badly drawn up.)
ITice SLOW per bottle. Six bottles, S5.OO.
Sent by express only at puirhas.-r’s ei.pi-nse.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT IT BLISHING CO.

eow

A Fast Dye Free’
Wc Wish t-> PROVE to EVERY LADY Hint “ PERFEC­

TION " Dyes nmk,- Hu- FASTEST, STRONGEST, und 
BRIGHTEST Co.or-i. ami ur inakv this tihoral ollrr a* an 
imhict'iiirnt to try them. Send ]i> rts. for a pui'lutgv of our 
New Black ivoiir choir*' fur won] or rmbmi. :iml von will 
also receive a large pkg. ul Turkey Red for cotton FREE, if 
you enclose this iidvHtisrimmt in your htb r. H ru.- nt mice.

W. CUSHING i CO., Box (j0( Foxcrofl, Maine.

MILK
Slate Wilters, Stances,and Life-Sized Portraits.

Feb. 4. onmtr

National Spiritualists’ Association
INCORPORATED 1693. Headquarters 600 Pennsylvania

Avenue,South-East, Washington, D.O. All Spiritualists 
visiting Washington cordially Invited to call. Contributing 
membership (81.00 a year) ran be procured Individually by 
sending fee tothe Secretary at the above address, and re­
ceiving a handsome certificate of tho same, with one copy 
each of N. S. A, Reports for '97 and '98.

Afowcoptesof the Reports of Conventions of '93,'94,'95, 
'% and'97, still on band. Copies up to '97 25 cents each. 
'97 and '98 may bo procured, tlie two tor 35 rents; singly, 25 
cents.

MRS. MARY T. LONGLEY, Bec’j, Pennsylva­
nia Avenue, S.E.„ Washington, D. C. iff Feb. 20.

JUBILEE MEMORIAL TRIBUTE.
FOR THE FIRST TIME in tho history of tlie Spiritual 

movement that anything like a tiimpllatlon ot tho 
Hie names of the earlier iiieiiluiiis, speakers, workers, lec­

turers ami prominent advocates, etc . has ever been at­
tempted, appears tn the Address of Grhkie A. Bacon, 
TIi»- Fussing of the Grand Army of Spiritual 
Pioneers, delivered at the recent Golden Jubilee at 
Rochester, N. Y. This little pamphlet is a timely and val­
uable tribute to those who became Identified with tbe 
cause hi the years agone. All Spiritualise should have a 
copy. Price 5 cents.
For.sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING i’O.

WE RECOMMEW
The following Occult booklets by Ernest Loomis: 

Power of Cooperative Thought to Produce Results hi all 
Business aud Art; Love Is Power; Woman’s Occult Iorces; 
How to Rule your Kingdom; Useful Occult Practices; Eso­
teric Laws of Happiness; Occult Helps; OiTnlllsm InaNut- 
shell; Marriage; Howto Create Opportunities; Your Tai 
cuts; Health; Health Recipes; Methods of Using Occult 
Powers; Methods of belf-Help; Methods of Self-Help 
Through Self-Knowledge; Methods of Self-Help Through 
Self Trust; Foods aud Moods, a Plan of Self-Culture and 
Self-Help. Price 15 cents each, or any twelve for 81.50. 
Send to OCCULT SCIENCE LIBRARY, 70-72 Dearborn st.,
Chicano, Ill. cow June 4.

Mrs. A. B. Severance
J8 NOT A FORTUNE TELLER; but gives psycho- 

metric, linpressional ami prophetic readings to pro­
mote tlie health, happiness, prosperity and spiritual uniold- 

ment of those who seek her advice. People in poor health, 
weak, discouraged, suffering from anxiety and misfortune, 
are advised to consult her. Nature’s own remedies, simple, 
eflicaclous and Inexpensive, are prescribed.

Full reading, 81.09 ami four 2-cent stamps. Address 1300 
Main street, White Water, Walworth Co., WIs.

Mention Banner of Lio mt. 2fiw

Hindoo Test Psychometer.
BEST Instrument yet devised for writing by psychic 

force. Attractive In appearance and rapid In action, 
while a simple device adonis a perfect test of all eomiminl- 

rations. Sent prepaid tor one dnllai. Agents wanted.
Feb. 11 13W HERBERT X CO., Akrop, Ohio.

astWishing offer.
SEND thretfkpeittstamps, lock ot hair, name, age, sox, one 

leading symprom.aiul your disease will bo diagnosed free 
by spirit power. MBSHJll,DOBSON-BARKER, San Josd, Cal.

April 1 13w* ___________

A Rare Chance
To Secure Valuable Books 

At Greatly Reduced Prices.
For a limited time we shall offer either oi 

the following named Books, which have 
heretofore retailed at $1.00 PER COPY,

For 25 Cents Each!
If purchased at the store, and 10 cents ad­
ditional if sent by mail:

Life Line of the Lone One;
Or, Autobiography of Warren Chase. By 
the Author. Those who sympathise with 
the many great purposes, high aspirations, 
broad charity, and noble individuality of 
the author, will give wide circulation among 
the young to this autobiography of Warren 
Chase.

Visions oi the Beyond,
By a Seer of To-day;

Or, Symbolic Teachings from the Higher 
Life, Edited by Herman Snow.

A Galaxy of Progressive Poems
By John W. Day.

Each purchaser can have choice of either of 
above named books, and in addition five diff ere 
pamphlets or magazines, from our slightly soil 
stock, will be given free with each book.

This offer affords a grand opportunity 
every one to secure a tine collection of progres 
Ive literature for missionary purposes at a ve 
small outlay.

Send in your orders at once tothe BANNE 
OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO. - 

eow

Pilate’s Query.
A Story revealing the Spiritualistic Philosophy. By 8. 

C. Clark.
This Is one ot tho strongest and most convincing books, 

setting forth the claims and the data of Spiritualism, ever 
written. Tbe work Is put In the form ot a novel, and it por­
trays the soul-history of a young man and his wife, with 
whose marriage tlie story commences. The title of tho book 
h taken from tlie New Testament. Pilate’s famous question, 
“ What is Truth?” Tlie husband Is a doubter and Investiga­
tor In religious mailers, while Ills wife Is an orthodox be­
liever hi Eplscopallanlsm: and this difference of opinion 
leads him to Investigate In order to find out for himself 
"Wliat is truth."

A chancemeeting with a distinguished Tlicosophlst con­
firms Reginald Spcare's determination to answer Pilate’s 
query tor himself. Instead of being content with the apa­
thetic doubts tbat tie had formerly held on all religious ques­
tions. The first question to engage Ills attention was wheth­
er death means annihilation or the beginning of another 
life.

Price, cloth, 81.251 paper.50cent.’- _____
For sale hr BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.
May 6. oam

J. K. D. Conant
Trance and Business Psychometrist.

SITTINGS dally trom 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 8)4 Bosworth 
/street. Communicate Telephone 301MJ, Boston.

May 6.

7 Ceorge T. Albro
ON ami after November 1st will give a few hours each 

work for the development of Mediumship.
Consultation and advice free regarding inedlnmlstlc 

gifts. 51 llullaud street, Bustdii. May 6.

Osgood F. Stiles,
DEVELOPMENT of Mediumship and Treatment of Ob­

session a specialty.
MRS. OSGOOU F. STILES, 

Clairvoyant Business Siltings. Honrs from 111 to 4 No. 53 
Chandler street, Boston 2w Apr. 29.

Dr. Abbie K. M. Heath
GIVES sidings bv mall for Olairvovant Diagnosis and 

general advhm upon BUSINESS. HEALTH, WEALTH, 
LOSSES, CROSSES, and the POWER to rise above FATE. 

Send loek of hair, date of bhih, full name, and ,$LO(J. Mcdi- 
elnes and Magnetized Remedies, with directions lor Soul 
Unfoldment, £5.00 per month Address Hotel Dover, 71 Do­
ver street, boston, Mass. Oilice huur* 1 to li i\ m.

May 6.

Mrs.A.Peabody-McIKenna
BUSINESS, Testand Developing Medium. Sittings dally.

Olrclos Sunday and Thursday evenings at 8 o’clock, 
and Tuesday afternoons at 3 o'clock. Six Developing 
Sittings for EL09. 13 Warrenton st., near Washington st.

May 6.

Ella Z. Dalton, Astrologer,
CHALDEAN and Egyptian Astrology. Life-Readings 

given from the cradle to the grave. Advice given on 
all kinds of Business. Also Teacher of Astrology. Readings 

81 ta and upwards. 854 Bosworth street, Boston.
May (i.

MRS. THAXTER,
Banner of Light Buildlug, Boston, Mass. ’ 

May 6.

Marshall O. Wilcox.
MAGNETIC Healer, 8X Bosworth st.,Room 5, Banner ot 

Light Building. Boston, Mass. Office hours, 9 to 12 a. 
m., I to 5 p.m. Will visit patients at residence by anpoiiit- 

meat. Magnetized paper, 81.00 a package. Mavil.

Mrs. Maggie J. Butler,
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT,

175 Tremont street, Evans House, Boston, from 10 to 4.
13wMar. 25

Miss Annie J. Webster, 
.TRANCE MEDIVM, 

lib L Street. South Roaton, Mass.
Mar. 18. tf

Willard L. Lathrop,
SLATE-WRITING. Hours 10 to 3 daily. 90 Berkeley 

street, suite 1. Boston. lw* May 6.

Mrs. Fannie A. Dodd,
233 Tremont street, corner of Eliot street, Boston.

May 6. lw*

Mrs. Florence White,
Medium, aud Sclent Ilic Palmist, 175 Tremont street, Boston.

Ma . 4 if

MILS. A. FORESTER, Trance and Business
Medium. 27 Union Park street, Suite 5, Boston. 1(1 to 5

April 15 4W

College of Psychical Sciences.
THE only one in tbe world for the unfoldment of all Spir­

itual Powers, Psychometry, Clairvoyance, Inspiration.
Healing, Illumination. For terms, cinmiars, percentage of 
psychical power, send a stamped addressed envelope to J. 
C/F. GRUMB1NE, author and lecturer, 39W Langley Ave­
nue, Flat 3, Chicago.

“ Clairvoyance: Its Nature and Law of Unfoldment.” A 
work of Illumination. Teaches how to pierce the veil of 
sense, to see spirits and unfold adeptship, (-loth, price £13.50.

Send 25 cts. for sample copy of, or SI for a year's subscrip­
tion to “Imino tality.” thenewand brilliant Quarterly Psy­
chical Magazine, Address J. C. F. GRUMBINE, Station M,
Cli Ingo Dee. 17.

Faith and Hope messenger
W. J. Colville, Proprietor and Editor.

407 Franklin Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

AThwcmshW unuy-w. first class monthly 
periodical. Practical, Philanthropic, Progressive. A 

welcome visitor tn every home, so < tM. per year; single 
copy, 5 ctn. Chibs with the Banner of Light at 
<S2.25 a year. Advertising at liberal rates, tf Dec. 17

“Lichtstrata”
(RAYS OF LIGHT)

Die elnzlge deiilsclie Zi-ltschi'lft foer Spli-ltiialisniiis and 
Occiiltlsmus In den Ver. Staaten. Jaliresalioiinement 81.00; 
erselielnt woci'lientlleh. Prnlienuinnierii gern versandt. 
Zum Aboiinenieiu ladet fn-uinlllchst eln

MjA.^. g-ekttzke,
West Point, Nebraska.
Feb. 4. f’

The Humanitarian.
A Monthly Magazine,

Edited by VICTORIA WOODHULL
(Mrs. John Biddulph Martin).

rpHE HUMANITARIAN Is a monthly magazine devoted 
to the study of social and scientific questions from all 

points of view. It Is the organ of no sect, clique or party, 
but aims at getting Hie opinions ot the best men and women 
on all subjects which alliTt the welfare of the race, and wel­
comes as fellow-workers all those who have the true Inter­
ests of humanity at heart, without distinction ot race or 
creed.

Single numbers U)cents.
Yearly subscrlptMi- price. 6 shillings, or 81.50.
Published by DUCKWORTH A CO., 3 Henri- 

etta Street, Covent Gar.leii, W. C., London, Eng.
eow

THE SUNFLOWER.
W. H. BACH, Publisher.

A Monthly .Journal, 12 to 16 pages, published ou thecas- 
sadaga Camp Grounds and devoted to Spiritualism.Oc­
cultism. Hypno.ism. Astrology, and kindred topics. A

THE SUNFLOWER, Lily Bale, N. Y.

READ "THE TWO WORLDS,” edited by
E. W. WALLIS. “Tlie people's popular spiritual pa 

per.” Sent port free to trial subscribers for 24 weeks for 65 
cents. Annml subscription, 81.60. Order of the Manager 
" Two Worlds" office, 18 Corporation street, Manchester, 
England. THE TWO WORLDS gives t' ......

A Happy Year;
- ----------------------------- or. Fifty-Two Letters to the Banner o Light. 

................ - - . —- - tin- most complete leatherette binding, scarlet and gold. 178 pages 75cent>
record of the work of Spiritualism In Great Britain, and Is
thoroughly representative of the progressive spirit and 
thought of the movement. Specimen copies on sale a 
Banner office.

RELIGlO-PHILOSOriUCAJr JOURNAL.
devoted to Spiritual Philosophy, Rational Religion and 

Psychical Research. Sample copy free. Weekly-8 pages- 
81.00 a year. THOMAS G. NEWMAN, Publisher, 1429 Mar­
ket street, San Francisco. Oal.

HUIE BOSTON INVESTIGATOR the oldest 
JL. r^’orm journal In publication. Price, 83.00 a year, 81.50 
for six mouths, 8 cents per single copy. Address ERNEST 
MEN DUM. Investigator Office,Paine Memorial. Boston.

A NEW EDITION. JUST PUBLISHED.

“Poems oi the Life Beyond 
aud Within.”

“fc Ibou Shalt Never Die."
Edited and compiled by

GILES B. STEBBINS,
These Poems are gathered from ancient Hlndojtan, from 

Persia and Arabia, from Greece, Rome and Northern Eu­
rope, from Catholic and Protestant hymns, and tho great 
poets of Europe and our own land, and close with Inspired 
volcoj from the spirit-land. Whatever seemed best to illus 
trate and express tho vision of tho spirit catching glimpses 
ot the future, and the wealth of the spiritual life within, 
lias been used. Here are the Intuitive statements of Im- 
mortality In words full of sweetness and glory-full, too, of 
a divine philosophy. , ,

No better collection Illustrating the Idea of Immortality 
has ever been made.—A’er. T. J. Sunderland, Ann Arbor,

The poet Is the prophet ot immortality. The world wl 
thank tbe compiler long after bo lias gone trom this llte.- 
James O. Clari, in Auburn Adrertiier.

This volume can only bring hope and comfort and peace 
Into the liousebold.-Pelroil Nevi.

A most precious book.—Yrr. II. E. Root, Bay City, Hick, 
A golden volume.—Hudson Tuttle,
Pp.264,12mo. PrlceSl.OO.
For sale by BANNER O? LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

Amelia Summerville 
Obesity Remedy,

Also good for Dlabttti 
and Ilheumatism.

No .Hothis necessary. Full <llrcctloun on even box. 
Price J2.00 per box, or three boxes for 85.00.

Amelin Hiiminervllle,
Jan.15. tft P. O. Box UBS, N.Y. Oily, U.K. A.

FLETCHER,
WORLD RENOWNED PSYCHIC. Advice upon all hu­

man allnli s. Business Health. Troubles, Complica­
tions.ci,. Letters niism-ieil lit West 42d st., N. Y. Citv.

Apr. 22. tiv 3

Dr. Fred. L H. WillE
GLENORA. YATEN CO., N.Y.

FOR thirty years bto success in treating chronic dlseasei 
In both sexes bM been phenomenal. Send for drouteCT 

with references and terms tf MayH

FRED P. EVANS, 
rrtHK World-Fumed Slute-Wrlltng Medium. IM 
11 S’i 4211 strcBt’ ^ Y"trk 011 y> Occult B°°k3 f°r «>••

M ^J .’lUNNlb CRObSh, the Iksvchic Header 
am Healer has removed to 71 Irving Place, Brooklyn, 
J-y; ।'.fe Vi'I .Ts cl "mh, td-liO; six questions, SOcentl, 

Soni date of birth, Circles Friday evenings at 8 o’clock.
uub 4 eow

pUOFESSOK ST. LEON, Scientific Astrofc- 
X ger; thirty yearn’practice. 108 West 17th stftet.nwi 
Sixth Avenue, Now York. Personal Interviews, 81.00.

Nov. 21. t

M^' ^.C. MORRELL, Clairvoyant, Businesi 
Teat and Prophetic Medium, 330 Went 59th st. N.

Feb. 18. . 13W»

Three Journeys

Around the World;
OR,

Travels in the Pacific Islands, New 
Zealand, Australia, Ceylon, 

India, Egypt, 
Anf Other Oriental Countries.

IN ONE VOLUME.

BY J. M. PEEBLES, A.M., M.D., PH.D.
Author of "Seers of the Ages,” " Immortality," ' How t. 
. Live a Century," "Critical Review ot Rev. Dr. Kipp,” 

"Jesus, Myth, Man or God?" “The Soul, Its Pre- 
existence," " Did Jesus Christ Exist?" etc.,etc.

During Dr. J. M. Peebles’s line (and third) trip around 
the world, he studied and Noted the laws, custom and re­
ligions of nations and peoples, giving special attentionftO 
Spiritualism, Magic, Theosophy and reform movements. 
He visited Ceylon, India, Persia, Egypt, Syria, and the con­
tinent of Europe, and secured much material, which hu 
been embodied lu a largo octavo volume.

7'he volume contains thirty-live chapters, and treats on 
the following subjects:
Home lAjein California. . .

My Third Toy age.
The Sandwich Islands.

The Pacific Island Bares. 
i)cean\Bound Toward Auckland, 

Sew Zealand, .
Melbourne, Australia.) 

Australia. I
From New Zealand Onwar

Aperies ol Seances Upon the- Ocean.
The Chinese Orient,

Chinese Beligions and Institutions, 
Cochin, China, to Singapore.

Malacca to India,
Spiritual Seances on the Indian Deso* 

India: Its History and Treasures, 
India’s Iteligions, Morals and 8s* 

rial Characteristics.
The Kiso of Buddhism in India,

The Brahmo-Somaj and Parsees—Spiritual* 
ism in India.

From India to Arabia—Aden and the Arabi.
The City of Cairo, Egypt.

Egypt's Catacombs and Pyramids—Ap* 
pearance of the Egyptians.

Study of the Pyramids—Sight of the 
Great Pyramid.

Ancient Sciencein Egypt—Astronomy 
of the Egyptians.

From Alexandria to Joppa and Jerusalem-* 
tho City of Joppa.

City of Prophets and Apostles—Jesus and Je­
rusalem.

Present Gospels.
The Christianity of the Ayes—Plato \ani 

Jesus in Contrast.
Turkey in Asia—Ionia and the Greeks, 

Athens.
Europe and its Cities.

Ceylon and its Buddhists.
The India of To-Day.

Hindoo Doctrines of the Dead. 
The Mediterranean Sea.

Egypt and Antiquity,
Large 8vo»» cloth, gilt tide# and back. Ilfat* 

trated. Nearly 300 page*. Price, §1.50, Pot* 
tage 20 cent#.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING 00.

Miss Judson’s Books
“Why She Become n Bplrltuull.t.” 

Ill cloth, 264 pages, 81.00.
“From Night to Morn |

Or, Au Appeal to the Baptist Church 
Pamphlet, 32 pages. One copy, 15 cents; two coplM 

cents; ten copies, to one address, 81.00.

“The Bridge Between Two World,.”
217 pages. In cloth, 81.00; paper covers,75cents.

Each of the above contains a portrait of the author.

“Development of Mediuni.hip by Terre.trl
Magnetism.”
In cloth, 28 pages. 50 cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

MATERIAlWONAND OTHER[SPIRITUAL PHEHOMB-
NA FROM A SCIENTIFIC STANDPOINT.

BY L, II. DALTON and J. V. WALLACE

Contents. —Introduction; Condition ot Skepticism; 
Conditions Necessary to Phenomena: Historical Pointe; 
Materialization and the Bible; Evidence; Phenomen* 
Sometimes Mistaken for Spiritualism; The Senses, Per­
ception; Ether; Berkeley, Spiritualism, and Materialism; 
Thomson's Vortex Theory: Irreconcilable Data; Fourth 
Dimension of Space; Fourth State of Matter; Tbe Human 
Brain, Immortality; Thought-Force; Disembodied Spirits; 
East Indian Testimony; Evolution of Scientific Thought; 
Conclusion.

Paper bound, price 50 cents.
v,;rt,i.->- nkxNFB ov light publishing co.

u l IRi'luULriirilL or me Jmprovement of 
0 Offspring by Wiser Generation. By DR. M. L. HOL- 
trttooK, Editor Journal of Hygiene.

Prof. E. F. Bacon writes: "On receipt I Immediately 
read Stlrplculture through. It is the most readable and 
useful book of Its kind I ever read. It cannot fall to awak­
en tn the mind ot every reader Ideas of race and child cul­
ture l>y wise selection and other scientific means. The 
chapter entitled The Theoretical Baby (which is as * 
matter ot tact a real one) ought to be printed aud scattered 
broadcast. I have had occasion to thank Dr. Holbrook for 
many books, but never more than for this one. It I were 
rich enough. I would put a copy tn every library In tbe 
land.”

Cloth, 12mo, pp. 192. Price 81.00.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

mUE STORY OF A GREAT DELUSION. 
X In a Series of Matter-of-Fact Chapters. By WILLIAM 
WHITE, Esq.

“ We may fairly call this sturdy volume the antl-vaccln*- 
tor’s bible. It Is a determined and well-Informed impeach- 
went of the Vaccination theory, bristling with facte,u< ' 
enlivened by the most biting sarcasm. The author has 
searched all nooks and crannies ot the subject, analyzed ths 
figures and arguments ot the upholders of Vaccination, and 
Ills conclusion Is that‘Vaccination is a medical monopoly, 
established, endowed, and enforced—a tyranny to over 
throw."’— Cheder Chronicle.

Cloth, pp. 627. Price 82.00. postage licents.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.
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. HUSTON ANO VICINITY.
Aaacmbiy Holl (Legion of Honor Building), 200 Hunt, 

ington Avenue.—Tlie Gospel of Spirit Return borkity, Min­
nie M. Soule, Pastor. Dlsroui.se anil Evidences 714 1’. M. ev 
ery Sunday.

Bialon Spiritual Temple meets In Berkeley Hal', 
4 Berkeley street. Everv Sunday nt 10)4 mid 7)4 i'. M. K.L. 
Allen, Presb'-u; J, 1). Hatch, Jr., Secretary, 71 Sid jey st., 
Dorchester, Mass.

BMon Spiritual Lyceum meets In Berkeley Hill every 
Sunday at 1 o'clock. J. Browne .latch, Conductor; A. Olar 
once Armstrong, Clerk. 17 ueroy street, Dorchester, Mass.

The Helping Hand Society meets every Wednesday In 
Gould Hall 3 Hoyleton Place. Business meeting at 4 o’clock. 
Supper ai 6 o’clock. Entertainment at 7)4. Mrs. Carrie L 
Hatch, President; Mrs.Grace Cobb Crawford, Secretary.

Bible Bplrllnallat Meetings. Odd Ladles’ Hall, 
AM Tremont Street.-Mrs. Gulterrez, President. 8ur 
vloes Sundays at 10)4 a. m., 2)4 and 7 r. M., and Wednesdays 
»t 1)4 P.M.

Boston Psychic Conference, 18 Huntington Av. 
—L. L. Whitlock, President., Sundays, 2)4 r.M.

Children’s Progressive Lyceum—Spiritual Sunday 
School-meets every Sunday morning In Rod Men’s Hall 
514 Tremont street, at ION A. M. All are welcome. Mrs. 
M. A. Brown, Superintendent.

Home nostrum.21 SolrysIrert.Chmlestewn. Sunday 
circle 11 A.M.; speaking and lests7)4 i'.M-; Tuesdaysand 
Thursdays, 8 r.M; Fridays, 3- Mrs. M. E. Gilliland, Con­
ductor.

Echo Hall—1 Johnson Avenue, Charlestown /lid.-Sim 
day, Wednesday and Friday evenings. Mrs, E. J. Peak 
Chairman.

First Spiritualist Chu ch, 730 Washington St. 
—M. Adeline Wilkinson, Pastor. Sundays, 11 a.m.; a and 8 
P.M. Thursday, 3 r.M.

Harmony Hall, 724 Washington Street. —104( 
A. M.,2)4 and 7% p.m. Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 
at 2M. N. P. Smith, Chairman.

Hollis Hall, 780 Washington St.-Scrvlces Suu 
days,10)4 s.m.,2J4 and 7)4r.M. George B. Cutter, Chair­
man.

Spiritual Fraternity - At First Spiritual Temple 
Exeter and Newbury streets, Sundays at 10)4 and 7)4 r.M, 
the continuity of life wld be demonstrated through differ­
ent phases of mediumship. Other meetings announced 
from the platform, A. 11. Sherman Secretary.

The Cooley Mystic Circle meets Sundays at 7)4 P. M.. 
Room 6, Huntington Avenue; Tho Metaphysical School 
Mondays, 3 r M.; Fridays at 11 a.m., class tor advanced 
thinkers on tho Inner mysteries and Occult forces of life. 
Take elevator. Dr. F. J. Miller, President.

The First Spiritualist Ladies' Aid Society meets 
every Friday afternoon and evening. Supper served at 6 
p. M.-at 241 Tremont street, near Eliot street. Mrs. Mattle 
E. A. Allbe, President; Carrie L. Hatch, Sec’y, 74 Sydney 
street, Dorchester, Mass.

The Ladies’ Lyceum Union meets every Wednes­
day afternoon anil evening In Dwight Hall, 514 Tremont 
street. Supper at 6S p.m. Mrs Maggie J. Butler, Presi­
dent; Mrs. Sadie French, Secreta,y.

The Ladles’ Spiritualistic Industrial Society 
meets at Dwight Hall, 614 Tremont street every Thursday 
afternoon and evening; supper at 6. Mrs. M. A. Brown 
President.

The Spiritual Science Church, Lower Audi­
ence Room, First Spiritual Temple, corner of Newbury 
and Exeter streets, Sundays at 7)4 p.m. Preaching by Rev. 
T. E. Allen.

The Veteran Spiritualists’ Union holds meetings 
the third Thursday of each month in Dwight Hall, 514 Tre­
mont, street, at 7)4 p.m. All are Invited. Christopher 0. 
•haw, Preside it; Mrs. J. S. Soper,Clerk,67 Huron Avenue, 
North Cvmbrldge.

CAMBRIDGE.
The Spirit of Truth Society, 527 Massachusetts 

Avenue, Cambrklgeport, holds meetings Sundays nt 2)4 and 
7)4 P.M. and Tnursdays at 7)4 P.M. Mrs. A. J. Banks, 
President.

The Cambridge Industrial Society of Splrltu- 
allsts holds meetings Ilie second and fourth Wednesdays 
In each month, la iMnbrldge Lower Hall. 631 Massachu­
setts Av.,Mrs. '. ■‘.Soper,President; Mrs.Zwahlen,Clerk, 
16 Wright street, Cambridge.

MALDEN.
Malden Progressive Spiritualists’ Society, Ma- 

BOnli Building, 76 Pleasant street. Sundays at 7 r.M. Mr.. 
William M. Barber. Brest lent; Mrs. Rebecca Morton, Sec'yQ 
H. H. Warner, permanent speaker, Mrs. Clara L. Fagan,tear 
medium.

BROOKLYN. i
The Woman's Progressive Union holds iLJOtlngS 

every Sunday afternoon at 3, and evening at 8 o’clock; Ly 
ceum at 2 o’clock; social meetings every Thursday at S 
o'clock; supper at 6)4, at the hall, Walsh's Academy,423 
Glasson Avenue, between Lexington Avenue and Quincy 
Street. MfS. E. F. Kurth, President.

The Advance Spiritual Conference meets every 
Saturday evening lu Single Tax Hall, 1101 Bedford Avenue, 
Good speakers and mediums always In attendance. Seats 
free. All welcome. Mr. G. Deleree, President; Mrs. Alice 
Ashley, Secretary.

The Fraternity of Divine Communion, dedicated 
to " Spiritual Truths ” on tho “ Christ Principle,’’ holds Its 
meetings at the Aurora Grata Cathedral, Bedford Avenue 
and Madison street, every Sunday at 8 p.m. Mrs. L. J. Wel­
ler, President. Ira M. Courlls, Medium.

Meeting of Aaiociute Spiritual Mla.Ionarlea 
every Sunday, at. 3 p.m., at Evolutionist olllce, 1099 Bedford 
Avenue. Thought, philosophy and fact from our volunteer 
workers. W. Wines Sargent, Conductor.
Spiritual Conference, Jackson Hall, 515 Ful­

ton Street.-Saturdays, 8 p. M., music by Prof. Chas. 
Coleman, Herbert L. Whitney, Conductor. Banner of 
Light always on sale.

Fraternity Hull, SOD Bedford Avenue, every 
Sunday evening, 8 o'clock. Short lecture and tests by Miss 
Chapin, blind medium. Weekly meetings 308 Tompkins 
Avenue, Friday evening and Wednesday afternoon.

People’s Mission, Coulmbln Hull, 1810 Fulton 
Street.-Sundays at 8 r. M. Mrs. M. C. McGIbeny, me­
dium, Herbert L. Whitney, Chairman.

Jackson Hall, 515 Fulton Street.-Sundays at 
F. M.; Wednesdays at 8 P. M. Mrs. L. A. Olmstead, Conduc­
tor.

680 Myrtle Avenue.—Mrs. B. R, Plum conducts a 
meeting every Sunday a$3 and 8 p. m.

CHICAGO.
The First Society of Rosicrucians meets every 

Sunday lu Steinway Hall, (7th door. Take Elevator.) Van 
Buren St., near Michigan Ave , at 10.46 a.m. White Rose 
Auxiliary, 12 M. Seats free. J. 0. F. Grumblne, lecturer.

First Spiritual Church, South Side, 77 Thirty- 
First Street.-Sundays. 2)4 and 7)4 P. M. Georgia Gla­
dys Cooley, Pastor.

Englewood Spiritual Church, 528 West 63d street, 
Sundays, 2)4 aud 7)4- Lyceum 1p.m. Lora Holton, pastor.

CINCINNATI.
Society of Spiritual Unity, Washington Park Hart 

1222 Race St., Sundays, 7)4 r.M. M. St. Omer-Briggs, pastor
MILWAUKEE, WIS.

Unity Spiritual Society meets at Ethical Auditor! 
um, 558 Jefferson street, every Sunday at 734 p.m., land 
Thursday at 8 p. m. Flora 8. Jackson, President.

NEWARK, N J.
The First Ch arch of Spiritual Progression 
meets In the hall, corner of West Park and Broad streets 
»t8P.M. Mrs.G. A. Dorn, President.

NEW YORK CITY.
International Conservatory of Music, 744 Lexing­

ton Avenue, one doorahove 59th street.—The Spiritual and 
Ethical Society holds meetings every Sunday morning and 
evening. Mrs. H. T. Brigham, speaker.

Christian Spiritual Union meets In Lyric Hall, Sixth 
Avenue, near «il street, Sundays, 3 r. M. Dr. Harlow Da­
vis, medium for April.

First Society of Spiritualists meets at tho “Tux­
edo,” 837 Madison Avenue, coiner of .Madison Avenue, anil 
holds services at 3 p.m.

The Ymlers Spiritualist Society holds Its meetings every 
Friday at 8 P. M.; Sundays 3)4 P. M., and Children’s Lyceum 
at 2)4 p.m.

PHILADELPHIA.
; -The Flrat Association of Spiritualists founded 
1852) meets at 13th street aud Girard Avenue. President, 
Capt F. J. Keffer; Secretary, Frank H. Morrill. Lyceum 
Jp.M. Services 3|and73( P. M. Lecturer, W. J. Colville

The Philadelphia Spiritualist Society meets at 
Handel and Haydn Hall. 8th and Spring-Garden streets, 
every Sunday at 2)4 and 7)4. Lyceum at 2)4. Seance every 
Friday evening. President, Hon. Thomas M. Locke; Sec­
retary, Chas. L, GeFrorer, 1325 S.|15th street.

lent music during the meetings. Pres. Allen 
Is still upon the sick list, and the Secretary 
acted as Chairman at both meetings. Dr. Ful­
ler spoke In tho evening of Pres. Allen's Blok- 
new, and asked the members of tho society to 
throw out tholr power to assist him to a speedy 
recovery.

On Sunday next Harrison I), Barrett will 
occupy tlio platform both morning and ovon- 
Ing, This speaker should bo sure of a largo 
audience, as his lectures are always interest­
ing and instructive. Tho committee on speak 
ers is in correspondence with some of tho 
best mediums to assist Mr. Barrett and help 
make these closing mootings a grand success. 
Mrs. May S. Pepper will assist at least two 
Sundays of tho month.

Subscribe for the Banner of Light now, and 
have it sent to your home address during the 
summer months. You oan do so at this hall. 
It is always for sale bore.

J. B. Hatch, Jr., Sec’y.
Odd Ladies’ Hall, 4-17 Tiemont street, Mrs. 

A. P. Gulterrez. Conductor, assisted by Mrs. 
Lewis. Circle well attended. Meetings for the 
day opened by Mr. Raj nos Remarks and mes- 
sages by Mesdames Collier, Peak, Dade, 
McKenna, Knowles, Stackpole. Davis, Kibble, 
Guuerrez, Annie Hanao; Messrs. Turner, 
Nelke, Cohen, Dr. Huot. Meetings every 
Wednesday afternoon at 2.30. *

The Helping Hand Society—Mrs. Grace Cobb- 
Crawford, Sec’y—met, at Gould Hall, Wednes 
day evening, April 2G. Business meeting at 4 
o’clock. The evenine was devoted to whist. 
Prizes wore won bv Mrs. Young, Mrs- Sliack- 
ley, Miss Ireland, Mrs. Dutton. May 3 a May 
Party. “

First Spiritualist Church—M. Adeline Wil- 
kinton, Pastor—held regular services April 30. 
Song service; prayer by Mr. Nowhall; remarks 
and tests, Messrs. De Bos Bailey. Wright, 
Cowan, Morse, Baker, Corliss, Mesdames 
Haven, Woods, Wilkinson. Evening session 
was given up to Mrs. Pennell of New Bed­
ford. *

Commercial Hall, Mrs. Nutter, Conductor. 
Regular services Sunday, April 30. Those tak 
ing part were: Mesdames McLean, Sears, Nut­
ter, Burrell, Wheeler, Irwine, Gough. Stack­
pole, Butler, from Lynn; Messrs Hill. Arnaud, 
Nelke, Graham. T. A. Cameron, pianist. Next 
Sunday, May 1. Mr. Walker, with his illus­
trated songs, will be with us. *

'The First Spiritualist Ladies’ Aid Society, 
241 Tremont street—Carrie L. Hatch, Sec’y— 
held tbo regular meeting April 28, with the 
President, Mrs. M. E. A. Allbe, in the chair. 
In the evening a social game of whist was en­
joyed. Next Friday, May 5, a good entertain­
ment. *

Boston Spiritual Lyceum, A. C. Armstrong, 
Clerk, “Wny Do we Eat and Sleep?” “Is the 
Development of tbe Intellect or of the Body 
the Most Important?” were the questions very 
ably considered by the several classes Sun­
day. Taking part in tbe musical and literary 
exercises were Harrv Gilmore Greene, Little 
Ray Falnor, Elnor Beek, Martha Mackenzie, 
Floyd Sibley, Esther Mabel Botts. Mr. Elmer 
B. Packard, Mr. Albert P. Blinn, Dr. Geo. A. 
Fuller. Questions for May 7, "Why Do we 
Run and Play?” “Who is Your Favorite 
Poet?”

The Children’s Progressive Lyceum No. 1— 
Mrs. M. A. Brown, Conductor; C. B. Yeaton, 
Sec’y.—The session held April 30 was well at­
tended. Lesson subject, "Spiritual Growth”; 
the topic considered by the little folks was 
" Duty.” Many excellent answers were given. 
After tho march, songs aud recitations were 
rendered by Florence Gardner, Little Ray, 
Mertie Austin, Edith Peeke, Harry Greene, 
Clifford Lamont, Floyd Sibley. Remarks. Mes 
dames PennelQ Butler, Messrs, Huot, Blinn, 
Weaver, Driscoll; reading, Mrs. M. A. Brown. 
A Lyceum reunion, May 21, at 514 Tremont 
street; sessions, 10:45 AM, 2 aud 7:30 R.M. 
All are invited. ,

Eagle Hall, Sunday, April 30, Mrs. Gilliland, 
assisted by the following mediums, gave mes­
sages: Mesdames Pennell (of New Bedford) 
Haven, Abbott, Hamilton, Burrell, Messrs. 
Norse, Howe, Mackie, Jackson. Mrs. Gilliland 
has discontinued the regular meetings, but will 
hold a circle at 11a.m., every Sunday, at 21 
Soley street. Charlestown; also test meetings, 
Sunday, 7:30, Tuesday and Thursday, 8 p. m., 
Fridays at 3 p, m., assisted by friends.

Waltham. Mrs, M. L, Hanger, Cor. Seo’y. 
Judge Pettlnglll of Malden gave us a very In­
teresting and Initructing leotureon "Frederick 
Douglass." Mrs. A. J. Pettlnglll, Ills talented 
wife, gave messages; all recognized, Next 
Sunday Mrs. Sadie L. Hand will be with us.

Brockton-Mrs. Geo. E Morse, Seo'y-Mrs. 
C. Fannie Allyn lectured for our society April 

’23 and 30, giving two very Interesting discours­
es. Sundays, May 7 and 11, wo Shall have with 
us J. S. Scarlett of Cambridgoport, Mass.

Wakefield, Mass., W. S. Ripley, President. 
Wo closed our season ot twenty-six Sunday 
evening meetings, April 30, with Mrs. 8. S. 
Ham of Haverhill1 uh trance speaker and test 
medium; her work was a complete success; 
full house, much enjoyment.

Worcester.—Mrs, D. M. Lowe, Cor. Sec’y— 
Mrs. May S. Pepper officiated as speaker 
on Sunday, April 30th, drawing good audi­
ences and giving general satisfaction. Mrs. J. 
W. Kenyon, of Lynn, will be our speaker the 
next two Sundays. The Woman’s Auxiliary 
will meet on Friday afternoon and evening of 
this week in U. V. L. Hall, 531 Main street. All 
are cordially invited. *

New York.
Sunday, April 30, Miss Margaret Gaule closed 

her engagement for the present season with the 
First Association of Spiritualists, New York 
City. Her spirit messages were wonderfully 
accurate. At the afternoon session Miss Car­
rie Bridewell, one of the leading contraltos of 
New York, favored us with several exqusite 
solos. Next Sunday evening Dr. J. C. Street 
will occupy the platform. The afternoon meet­
ing will be conducted bv Ira Moore Courliss of 
Brooklyn. M. J. FitzMaurice, Sec’y. *

The Churohof the Fraternity of’Divine Com­
munion—AnnaM. Tuttle, Sec’y—held a special 
service Sunday evening, April 30, at Aurora 
Grata Cathedral, Mr. Courliss giving a “ flower 
stance.” Miss Richardson sang as usual, very 
sweetly. Prof. Whitelaw gave two violin solos, 
and then Mr. Courliss went among tlie very 
large audience and gave a great many convinc­
ing messages. *

The Christian Spiritual Union of New York 
City—R. J. Plunkett, Cor. Sec’y—held its usual 
meeting April 30 in Lyric Hall. An exception­
ally large aud enthusiastic audience was pres­
ent. An excellent musical program was given; 
Mrs. Parelow, Madame de Monastery, Mr. So- 
enichsen,/nd the Misses Raymond and Jones, 
all professional musicians, taking part. Dr. 
Harlow Davis was never in better condition, 
and his platform messages were very good. 
He sails for England May 17, and will re­
sume his work with us the first Sunday in Oc­
tober.

Tbe usual services of tbe Woman’s Progres­
sive Union were held Sunday, April 30, at 423 
Glasson Avenue, Brooklyn. At the afternoon 
session, Mr. Wiggin delivered an able address 
upon “The Prophecy of Saint Malachy.” The 
greater part of the evening service was de­
voted to spirit communication, with a recita-. 
tion by Mr. Mansergh and musical selection's 
by Mrs. Sieber, Miss Dikeman, Mr. Watson and 
Mr. Lahey. *

Other States.
Philadelphia Spiritualist Society—Charles L. 

Ge Frorer. Sec’y.—Mrs. Marion Carpenter of 
Detroit, Mich., served the society during the 
month of April very satisfactorily. The exer­
cises at each meeting consisted of a spirited 
inspirational lecture, readings, and singing on 
subjects taken from the audience. The officers 
of this society unite in wishing her success.

Providence Spiritualist Association, David F, 
Buffington, Sec’y. Sunday, April 30, Edwin 
Straight of East Providence delivered two able 
lectures; at the close Mrs. Rose of Barrington 
gave messages. Sunday, May 7. Dr. C. W. Hid­
den of Newburyport, Mass., will lecture.

Orient Hall, Portland, Me., Mrs. M. A. 
Brackett, Sec’y. — Services were conducted 
April 30 by home talent. The names of Mes­
dames Ridlon and De Lewis are especially 
mentioned, to whom the society extends a vote 
of thanks. Dr. 0. W. Hidden is to occupy the 
platform in the near future. Sunday evening 
meetings will be continued during the sum­
mer. *

Quarterly Meeting, Flint, Mich.

Mur. 4
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Hollis Hall, 789 Washington street—George 
B, Cutter, Chairman.—Sunday, April 30, the 
morning circle, afternoon and evening meet­
ings were participated in by Mesdames Fox, 
Tracy and Keating-Cutter, Miss Mattie Vieza- 
bon and Mr. George B. Cufter, who read a 
ooem entitled "The Lifting of the Veil,” de­
livered an address followed by spirit-delinea­
tions.

Notice to Local Societies.
Hereafter all reports will be condensed in 

the same general style as given below. We re­
spectfully request our correspondents to gov­
ern themselves accordingly. We shall deal 
fairly and impartially with all societies, hence 
must ask them all to conform to the same gen­
eral rule. The addresses of all local societies 
in Boston and vicinity, as well as in cities and 
town in other States, can be found above. 
Societies marked with a * have the Banner 
of Light on sale.

Local Briefs.
BOSTON.

Berkeley Hall, Sunday, April 30, Dr. George 
A. Fuller spoke to a good-sized audience on the 
subject “With How Little Wisdom.” His 
lecture was one that all true Spiritualists, all 
who believe in honest and pure mediumship, 
should have heard. Subject of evening ad­
dress, "The Spiritual Significance of Spiritu­
alism.” This was Dr. Fuller’s closing lecture 
for Berkeley Society this season, and was ap­
propriate to the occasion. He has given a new 
lecture at each meeting during bis two months' 
engagement. Prof. Schaller, Miss Gertrude 0. 
Laidlaw and 0, L. C. Hatch furnished excel*

Massachusetts.
April report for First Spiritualist Associa 

tion of Newburyport, Mass.: April 2 our speak 
er was Mrs. Effie I. Webster of Lynn; April 9 
we had for the first time Mrs. Annie Jones of 
Lowell; April 16 and 23, Mrs. Hattie C. Webber 
of Boston occupied our platform; April 30 was 
given to a circle by our own local mediums. 
1 can with truth say that we have had a most 
enjoyable and profitable month; the mediums 
all giving us valuable thoughts for us to reflect 
upon, and correct messages from the spirit side 
of life. S. A. Lowell, Sec’y.

The Cambridge Industrial Society of Spiritu­
alists, (Annie J. Banks, Cor. Sec’y), metin Cam­
bridge (lower) Hall, 631 Massachusetts avenue, 
Wednesday afternoon and evening. Supper 
was served at 6.30. The evening was very 
pleasantly spent. Snipping parcels from lines 
stretched across the hall seemed to afford 
great amusement to all. Music was furnished 
by Messrs. Bradshaw; recitations by Mrs. Ab­
bott. The next meeting of this Society will be 
on May 10, at which Rev. T. E. Allen, of Bos­
ton, will give an address. Other talent will be 
advertised later.

The First Spiritualist Society, Fitchburg, 
Mass., Dr. C. L. Fox, President. Sunday, 
April 30, large audiences greeted Mrs, C, M, 
King of Fitchburg, speaker at the after 
noon service, and L. D. Butler of Boston 
at the evening service. The addresses of both 
speakers were good, and the large number of 
spirit messages were readily recognized. Mrs. 
C. Fannie Allyn of Stoneham speaks for the so­
ciety next Sunday.

Plummer Hall, Hyde Park—Mrs. F. E. Bird 
held three fairly well-attended meetings Sun­
day, April 30. Mediums and speakers present: 
Mesdames Mariner, Charter, Seymour, Bird, 
Messrs. Dubois, Arnold; music, Mr. Gibbs and 
Miss Annie E. Sloan; recitations, Mr. Bird. *

First Spiritualist Society Lowell, John Banks, 
Sec’y. Sunday, April 30, Mr. M. F. Hammond 
lectured afternoon and evening. Subjects, “ Be 
Ye Temperate in All Things,” " Crimes, Cause 
and Effect.” The discourses were able, and 
aroused considerable discussion. Sunday, May 
7, Mrs. Pettingill will lecture. *

First Spiritualists’ Society, Salem, A. O. U- 
W. Hall, Manning Block. N. B. P., Seo’y. 
Sunday, April 30, conference in the afternoon. 
Mrs. H. A. Baker, invocation; addresses, Mr. 
James Smith of Cliftondale, Wm. A. Peterson, 
Geo. W.’ Moreland,: Mrs. H. A. Baker of Dan­
vers and many others. At 7:30, invocation, 
Mr. James Smith; addresses, Wm. A. Peterson, 
Mrs. H. A. Baker; psychometric readings, 
Walter S. Rollins of Salem. Sunday, May 7, 
speaker to be announced. *

The Arthur Hodges Spiritual Society, Lynn, 
Mass.—T. H. B. James, President—held services 
at 36 Market street, April 30. Healing, remarks 
and messages by Mesdames Matson, Belcher, 
Laler, Chase, Holden. Quaid, Whittier, Messrs. 
Balcom, Warren, Furbush. Music by the 
Misses Burns, Whittier and Mr. Richardson. 
Next Sunday, extra music by Prof. Tyler and 
wife. *

Cadet Hall, Lynn Spiritualists’ Association— 
J. M. Kelty, President; A. A. Averill, Sec’y.— 
Services April 30 consisted of short addresses 
and a large number of very accurate tests and 
messages by Mrs. Effie I. Webster of Lynn. 
Music by Mrs. Cross, organist, and W. H. 
Thomas, cornetist. Next Sunday Miss Lizzie 
Harlow will lecture and answer questions from 
the audience. Music by Thomae’ full orches­
tra. Supper served in the hall. *

Last evening closed the spiritual feast held 
by tbe Helping Hand Society at G. A. R. Hall. 
Good attendance at each of the five sessions, 
and a spirit of interest and harmony prevailed 
throughout. The address of welcome was 
given Saturday afternoon, April 22, by Mrs. 
Ellen Parker of this city, the response by 
Mrs. Augusta Ferris of Bay City, followed by 
Hon. D. P. Dewey, who was listened to with 
much interest. Saturday evening Mr. Dewey 
gave a very interesting and instructive address, 
Mrs. Ferris following with descriptions/'^Sun­
day morning the Symposium was an inter­
esting feature of the program. At 2:30 p.m. 
addresses were given by D. P. Dewey and Dr. 
A. B. Spinney of Reed City. In the evening 
Dr. Spinney gave one of bis fine lectures on 
the science of Spiritualism; recitations and 
descriptions by Mrs. Ferris. Mrs. Tessie Doty, 
Vice-President of the Helping Hand Soci­
ety, gave a farewell poem in a manner 
that delighted the audience. The music 
during these meetings was a most enjoyable 
feature. Mr. J. B. McIntosh and Mrs. C. 
M. Allen of Owosso, with their duets and 
solos, touched the souls of all who heard them 
as only beautiful music can do. Mrs. Buckley 
of Owosso, accompanist. Marshall Dell’s Man­
dolin Club furnished fine selections at the last 
evening’s meeting:

Brothers and sisters gathered here, 
Our gratitude Is yours

For all the kindly sympathy 
Which evermore endures.

The friendly greetings we've exchanged 
Shall ever in memory’s casket lie,

But now the hour of parting conies, 
And we must say good-bye.

Dear teachers, we shall ne'er forget 
The lessons you have taught, 

We trust tbe future may perfect
Tbe work your hands have wrought, 

Aud may they bring good gilts to you, 
These years that swiftly fly, 

And may you kindly think ot those
Who bld you now good-bye.

We wish to give our hearty thanks 
To our friends before we part, 

For the sweet music, heaven’s own gift, 
Which cheers and warms the heart.

Music with its soothing power, 
Drives from us full many a sigh, 

And once more in this parting hour 
Thank you, as we sav good-bye.

Good-bye, Itshali not be farewell, 
We hope to meet once more, 

If uot upon tins earthly plane, 
Then on that brighter, happier shore.

There's much to learn, and much to do, 
Ohl may our aims be high,

And ever lead toward that bright land 
Where none shall say good-bye.
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Announcement.
On Saturday afternoon and evening, May 6, 

at Boston Music Hall, Mrs. William S. Butler 
will present her eleventh annual May Festival. 
All the dances are new, and many attractive 
features are promised. The costuming will be 
made a special feature, and will be very hand­
some. The hall will be profusely decorated 
with bright bunting, and everything will be 
done to turn it into a fairy land for the 
children and young people to make merry in. 
These festivals have long since become one of 
the looked for spring enjoyments, and already 
the sale of tickets warrants a full house at both 
performances. Mrs. Butler has the tickets on 
sale at her office, 175 Tremont street, Room 6, 
and after May 1 they will be on sale at the box 
office, Music Hall. If you wish to attend be 
sure to secure your seats in advance, as there 
will not be many left on the day of the Festi­
val. Do n’t forget the day and date, Saturday, 
May 6. Tickets, 50 cents, 75 cents, and SI.

Anniversary.
The Ladies Aid of the First Spiritualist So 

ciety of Lowell celebrated it Second Anniver­
sary Saturday evening, April 29. The special 
guests of the evening were the Board of Officers 
of the Society, and Mr. M. Hammond of 
Worcester.

At 7 o’clock an elaborate banquet was served 
in Odd Fellow’s Hall, Merrimack street, to 
which good attention was paid. Mrs. Annie 
Coggesball, President of the Aid, called to or­
der, and a very interesting impromptu pro­
gram was carried out, including violin solo, 
Mr. John Banks; songs, Mr. John Banks, Mr. 
G. H. Poppleton, and Mr. John S. Jackson; re­
marks, Mrs. Ida Cunningham (Sec’y), Mrs. 
Arthur (Treasurer), Mrs. Randall, Messrs. Jack 
son, Jordan, Stanley, Banks and Hammond; 
recitation by Mrs. Jackson.

One of the active ladies of the Aid won a cake 
in a cake walk, but there being no cake she was 
awarded a doughnut. J. S. Jackson, Pres.

Annual Convention New York State 
Association of Spiritualists.

The Second Annual Convention of the New 
York State Association of Spiritualists will be 
held at Saratoga Springs, Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, May 26, 27 and 28. Election of 
officers, general business, and mass meetings. 
All Spiritualists in New York State who are 
not members of the State Association or its 
local chartered-societies, are urged to join and 
assist in mi king a strong organization. Socie 
ties not chi rtered should obtain one at once 
and elect delegates. In unity is strength, and 
it will be Ito the interest of every society to 
join the State Association. Individual mem 
oership is one dollar per year.

Semi in your applications, and for all other 
information to Herbert L. Whitney, Sec’y, 953 
Madison street, Brooklyn, N. Y. A more ex­
tended notice will appear in next issue of this 
paper. Frank Walker, President.

Hamburg, N. Y. 
----------- -<*>.------------------------ -

Rhode Island State Spiritualist 
Association

will hold a grand meeting Friday afternoon 
and evening. May 5, in Trocadero Hall, Math­
eson street, Providence. Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
Lease will be tbe speaker at the evening ses­
sion, and will deliver one of her eloquent and 
scholarly addresses. Our Rhode Island readers 
(and all others) should make an effort to attend 
both meetings. A good time is in store for all 
who will be present.

A Coffin Trust of $20,000,000.

Nebraska Camp-Meeting.
The State Spiritualist Association of Ne­

braska will bold a camp-meeting in Lincoln, 
Neb., in Lincoln Park, from July 14 to 25,1899. 
The expense to each person, during the entire 
season of attendance, will be: 75 cents for priv­
ilege of grounds; 75 cents for one tent. Each 
camper is supposed to pay for his own meals, 
or bring suitable means for preparing them in 
camp. The Association furnishes only the 
tent; cote and board floors can be procured if 
called for at small expense. Mediums or speak­
ers wanting to attend can correspond with the 
Secretary.

Spiritualists of Nebraska, wake up I The 
State Spiritualist Association is going to have 
a camp; it wants your moneyed help toplace 
Nebraska at the head in camps. Now let the 
Secretary hear from all the towns and cities of 
Nebraska. How much will you give to push us 
on to a grand success? Send us $1, 92, $5, or 
what you can.

Throw all prejudice aside, put away all the 
little differences, and let us join the greatest 
move the history of Spiritualism in Nebraska 
has known. Paul 8. Gillette, Sec’y.

411 North ISth street, Omaha, Neb.

BY J. M. PEEBLES, M. D.

How many can afford a burial ? Coffins and 
caskets are becoming so expensive that the 
poor—and there are millions and millions of 
them—oan no longer afford to die and be re­
spectably burled. And to live in the body im­
mortal is impossible. What are they to do?

The New York Herald of Sunday says that 
ninety per cent, of the manufacturers are rep­
resented iu this new combination of twenty 
million dollars that goes into operation on May 
1. .The Herald further says that the trust will 
advance the price of coffins, and reduce the 
working force about one-half. Fully six thou­
sand, some say ten thousand men, will be 
thrown out of. employment. Al effort was 
made to enlist the bankers in this trust, but 
this failed. The trust will at once close many 
minor plants. In China, the Chinese some­
times keep their coffins in their houses for 
years before they are used. Would it not be 
well for such as believe in burying the dead to 
lay in between now and the first of May a good 
supply of coffins ? This would be feasible, only 
that where there is a family of children these 
would be growing year after year so that there 
might not be a fitting adaptation in size.

Would it not be infinitely wiser and healthier 
to burn dead, decaying bodies, as they do in 
India? This would not only be cheaper, but 
better everyway. Cremation is the coming 
method of disposing of corpses. It is scientific. 
Fire is a purifier; and who with any sense of 
of aestheticism would not prefer to have a 
friend’s body reduced to ashes, and these pre­
served in an urn, after the manner of ancient 
seers and sages, than to have them deposited 
in the cold, damp earth to nutrify and be de­
voured by worms, water in the meantime 
seeping through to poison soils, cisterns and 
our wells? Cremation is the way to meet and 
overthrow the twenty-million dollar coffin 
trust. The resurrection of the body is a back 
chapter in theology. “We sow not tbe body 
which shall be,” said Paul. The real body is 
the inner astral, or spiritual, which neither 
earth nor fire can harm.

EVOLUTIONISM. A Series of Illustrated 
Chart Lectures upon the Evolution of All Things In 

the Universe, from Atoms to Worlds, from Atoms to Souls. 
By Olney H. Richmond.

Contests.-Evolution of a System; Evolution of our 
Earth; Earth’s Evolution; The Age of Mammals; The Age 
ot Reptiles; Through Coal and Fish; Tho Age of Mollusks: 
The Dawn of Life; Evolution of Species; The Ascent of 
Man; Structural Development; Marvels of Life Forms: 
Progression Universal; Beyond tho Physical; Onward and 
Upward; Concluding Remarks.

Cloth, 81.25.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

A CASE OF

Partial Wriahfa
OP THB

Body of a Medium.
INVESTIGATION AND DISCUSSION

BY COUNT ALEXANDER AKSAKOF,
Sciential, Philosopher, nnd Liternteur, Ex 

Prime Minister of Russia.

Translated from the French by TRAOt
GOULD, LL. li., Counsellor at Law, 

llember of the Few York Dar,

Tho well-known scholarship of Count Aksakof, and (the 
pains-taking study ho lias given to tlie phenomena and phil­
osophy of Spiritual ism, warrant the statement that this, hip 
latest work, will bo an epoch-making book. Ho gives, la 
plain terms, tbo results of his personal Investigations un­
der the most absolute test conditions possible, proving con­
clusively the verity ot psychic manifestations. Count Alt- ' 
sakot never goes Into print unless he lias something to say. 
In tho present Instance be lias found much of moment to 
say; lie has said it well, aud his translator has given hla 
English and American friends an opportunity to enjoy 
the distinguished statesman-scholar’s richest and ripest 
thought.
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XI. Testimony ot General Galindo and Mr. Liinnbom.

XII. Personal Testimony of Madam d’Esperance, thi 
Medium.

A. Account ot the Stance hold at Prof. Selling's res! 
deuce at Helsingfors, by Madam d’Esperance.

B. Questions addressed to Madam d’Esperance bj 
Mons. Aksakof.

C. Supplementary Explanations by Madam d’Es 
peranco.

Chap. III. Personal Investigation by Mons. Aksakof.
Chap. IV. Letters from tho Medium concerning her 

condition after tho sCance at Helsingfors.
Chap. V. Personal Statement of the Medium as to her 

condition during tbe Dematerializing Seance.
I. Questions by Mons. Aksakof and Replies ot tho 

Medium.
II. Supplementary Remarks by Mons. Aksakof. 

Chap. VI. Conclusions.

12mo, 197 pages, large type, illustrated; 
Price, cloth, 50 cents; paper, 35cents.

For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

Eighth Edition, Revised, with Portrait of Author) 
Price Reduced from S2.00 to $1.25.

Seers of the Ages.
ANCIENT, MEDIAEVAL AND MODERN 

SPIRITUALISM.

UY J. M. PEEBLES, M.D.

This volume of nearly 400 pages, octavo, traces tho phe­
nomena of SPIRITUALISM through India, Egypt, Ph®, 
nlcla, Syria, Persia, Greece, Romo, down to Christ's time, 

TREATING OF THE MYTHIC JESUS,
" “ “ CHURCHAL JESUS,
....................... NATURAL JESUS.

How begotten? Where was he from twelve to thirty! 
Was lie an Esseulan 7

Modern Spiritualism.
Tho Wave commencing in Rochester; Its Present Alti­

tude; Admissions from the Press In its Favor; Testimonies, 
ot tho Poots; Testimonies of its Truth from the Clergy 
Beecher, Chapin, Hepworth, etc., etc.

ItsIDoctrlnos Systematized.
What Spiritualists believe concerning God, Jesus Christ, 

.the Holy Ghost, Baptism, Faith, Repentance, Inspiration, 
Heaven, Hell, Evil Spirits, Judgment, Punishment, Salva­
tion, Progression, the Spirit-World, the Nature of Love, 
the Genius, Tendency and Destiny of tbo Spiritual Move­
ment.

Nearly 400 octavo pates, beautifully bound In beveled 
boards. Price si.25 ; postage 15 cents.

For sale wholesale and retail by BANNER OF LIGHT 
PUBLISHING CO.
T 1FE-HI8TORY OF OUR PLANET. By 
JU Pnom Wm. D. Gunning.

Tae Story ot Creation has been told In works Intended lor 
tho general reader. This work Is addressed to tho same 
class, but Is not written in the vein ot “ popular science,'' 
neither are Its pages weighted with the sounding phrasesjef 
“technical science." ~~

This volume, It is honed, will compare with later works 
ou astronomy—works which, without being grimly mathe­
matical, take the reader through methods not beyond the 
roach ot his culture to results In time and space and mag­
nitude.

Quo volume, bound In fancy English cloth, with black and 
gold ornamentation. Illustrated by nearly 100 engravings, 
from original drawings, by Mrs. Mary Gunning.

Price JI.50, postage 12 cents.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

MAXHAM’S MELODIES.
Arranged for Solos, Duets, and Quartets. 

Also Six Poems.
By the beautiful gate 
There are angels near 
Don’t shut tho door between 

us, mother
Surely tho curtain Is lifting
The evergreeiNmountalns of 

llto
Tho land beyond
Such beautiful hands
The real life
Walting
Beyond
It's weary the waiting
My mother's beautiful hands 
The beautiful land
The angel life
Infinite Father
An angel baud doth (watch 

o’er mo

Sweet somewhere
Old melodics
You never can tell
Wo shall not pass this way 

again
If all who hate would love ua 
Solitude
A good time now
When the wife has gone 

away
The stingy man’s fate 
Don’t look for tbo flaws 
Bo careful what you say 
Tho old brass knocker 
And so goes the world 
Castles In tbe air 
An honest man 
The angel child

In cloth covers. Single copies 25 cents.
Satisfied. song reverie by A. J. Maxham. In sheet 

form. Pr e 25 cents.
For sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING CO.

■REPLY TO REV. DR. SNYDER’S COM- 
11 MENTS ON SPIRITUALISM. A Lecture delivered' 
lu St. Louis, Mo., Sunday, May 27th, 1894, by DR. FRED L. 
H. WILLIS.

Pamphlet, pp. 24. Price 5 cents.

0 " .................................................................... S1.M.
Tor sale by BANNER OF LIGHT PUBLISHING OO.
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