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THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 
ANCIENT SYMBOLS-THE CROSS.

burning forever; as for instance, tlielr banish­
ment Into tho far desert, where it was supposed 
the powers of death were abiding. The crucifix 
was Introduced as a system of punishment more 
degrading because more public, and exposing tlio 
malefactors to tho gaze of the populace, who, of 
course, they would wish to avoid and shun.

There was, as far as the student can determine, 
no especial significance in the Roman Cross. 
There does not seem to have been any intention 
of a religious symbol of persecution In adopting 
tho Cross as tho form of punishment, under tho 
Romish reign in Jerusalem ; nor does there seem 
to have been In Rome, at least until after the 
Christian Era, any especial significance applied, 
to the Cross; nor does it appear tliat In tho first 
two or. three centuries of the Christian Era tho 
Cross itself was made the especial symbol of 
what Christ represented, cither of Calvary, of 
his teachings, or of tho especial meaning of his 
mission to tlie world. It has come to be, how­
ever, typical of the entire Christian religion. It 
has come to express in tlio great world of sym­
bols an absolute idea ; and whoever sees or be­
holds the Cross upon temple or place of wor­
ship, or as an ornament in a niche or on. the wall, 
understands tliat it represents some special 
idea of which " Christianity " is the symbol and 
sacred term. Wherever this Cross appears, in St. 
Peter’s In Rome, on the walls of the maiden in 
her cloister, within the charmed precincts of the 
Protestant church in England, or upon tho tem­
ples of modern worship here, it Indicates an idea; 
and that idea must be either true or false; must 
be either borrowed from the absolute revelation 
Intended, or it must havo become the symbol of 
an idolatry.

You call tho Mahometans Pagan. Tliey wor­
ship at tlio shrine of Mahomet; their symbol is 
the Crescent. They have their orders of devo­
tion ; they bow before the objects sacred unto 
them. This is Paganism. In the far East the 
Oriental worship prefigures the fire of Zoroaster 
or the sacred imago of Brahma, and men bow be­
fore the graven images as objects of devotion, 
and you say they aro Pagans. No voice has ever 
given to you the interpretation or the meaning of 
their symbols. No one has over said to you that 
the Sacred Ox represented the principle of crea­
tive power, or that Osiris was pictured In the sun 
as the linage of the divinity, or tbat the Brahmin 
does not really worship tlio images whom ho 
names Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, but only tho 
thought which they represent.- Nevertheless, 
these are Pagan worshipers. Their symbols are 
not sacred, while over there in Rome tho symbol 
of the Cross towers above St. Peter's dome, and 
that is called religion. Within this dome, thnt tho 
art of tho hand who fashioned it has made per­
haps perfect as a work of architecture, are the 
symbols of the Mother Church of Christen­
dom. Within t|ils and other sacred temples are 
mirrored the Images-that Christians worship to­
day. But Protestants declare that the Romish 
Church Is Idolatrous now, and that the symbols 
of saint and martyr and the glorious images of 
ancient art are paganlstlc compared to tho sim­
plicity and severity of tlio Protestant faith. In 
London, St. Paul's towers above the city, and 
sends its bell-chimings tlirougli the ears of all 
the inhabitants. Tbe same symbol is there, and 
within are nearly the. same arrangements of wor­
ship, pticstly robe and sacerdotal shrine. Yet 
tills is Christianity, and the other is Idolatry. 
The Ritualists perform almost precisely the 
same ceremonials with altar and shrine,'“temple 
and robe, with the devotees at St. Peter’s in 
Romo. One is called idolatrous; tho other, the 
true church.

A few Quakers, anxious to escape from tho 
symbols that seemed to have no meaning, wrest­
ed themselves from the Mother Church of Romo 
and from the Protestant Church, adopted tho se­
verity of sharps, angles and most subdued colors, 
had no symbols and no sounds, no cross upon 
temple, no adornment of walls or dwellings, and, 
persecuted and ostracised at home, sought refuge, 
in a now world. To-day they consider the Pro-' 
testant and Roman churches idolatrous, while 
within their forms of silence and their walls of 
colorless devotion they hope to receive the bless­
ing of the true Christ who is imaged in the Spirit; 
shutting out the sunlight of day that the spirit of 
trutii may enter, and banishing the colors of the 
flowers that the soul of heaven may descend 
upon them. No music there, no altar and no 
shrine, but a bare and barren cross rising upon 
Calvary .with piteous appeal to heaven and the 
silence of the breaking heart that may not even 
praise God in anthem and song.

A hundred years ago Dr. Priestley and others 
Introduced a system of more liberal worship, 
.wherein the Cross might represent a milder 
form of devotion than that of Luther and Calvin, 
and wherein somewhat of the love of God might 
shine through the bleeding wounds and crucified 
form of the Saviour. lie wasstoned in England; 
he was reviled in America. To-day the Unita­
rian church rears its form side by side with the 
evangelical churches in Christendom, and has 
upon its towering height the symbol of the Cross. 
What does it mean ? Idolatry in Rome, and not 
in the Unitarian church ? Idolatry in St. Paul’s, 
and not in the heart of the Quaker that pre 
serves rigid lines and angles, and free even from 
a laurel bougli? What does it mean that a 
symbol debased by one Is exalted by another, 
and that the cross worshiped here upon this 
soil is more or less a symbol of Christianity than 
in Rome or In London it can be?- Among the 
monasteries was one wherein it was claimed that 
a cross grew out of the moss-grown wall, shaping 
itself in lines of infinite beauty as the monks 
were wont to pray, and that - upon this cross the 
very drops of dew that typified the blood of
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Far away in Egypt, along the mystic Nile, it 
was tlie custom in ancient times to rear indices 
designating tlie rise of tiie tide, whereby Egypt's 
kings might count [the probable harvest of tho 
coining year. As tho sacred river was supposed 
to contain tho elements of life or death, and as 
the deities were propitiated witli reference to tho 
harvest time, gradually this symbol camo to bo 
revered among the Egyptians, because just in 
proportion to the rise of tho tide, so would be tho 
fruitfulness of the harvest. This Indication was 
in tho shape of a cross, upon whieli was marked, 
from year to year, tho gradual rising of the river 
or its decline. Subsequently this symbol wns in­
troduced among tho sacred tablets and in tlio va­
rious places of worship'; not in tlio form of the 
Roman Cross, however, but of the letter X, 
which nt Inst, also, was found to bo a symbol of 
tho angle of the sun’s rays, the points represent­
ing two pyramids, one Inverted, and tlio several 
other points the four corners of tlie earth. '

Among tho ancient Brahmins tho exact cross, 
equal In Its different angles, Is worshiped as rep­
resenting tlie four quarters of the earth, or the va­
rious directions from whence come tlie different 
divinities whom Brahma sends togovern tho sea­
sons. The north and the south, the east and the 
west, are the cardinal points, and therefore, when 
'described, present tho exact rectangular cross. 
These are objects of devotion not only at the va­
rious points, but at tho various angles of coinci­
dence, and represent the sciences in tlielr subtle 
and occult meaning among tho Brahmins.

If you visit the far Orient to-day, however, 
you will find this ancient-symbol has Men usurp­
ed by another, and that in tlio various countries 
of India tlio symbol of tho Crescent towers above 
that not only of the Brahmlnical Cross, but also 
of the Egyptian and the Roman Cross. Tlio 
Crescent sign of the religion of Mahomet, usurp- 
Ing the more ancient religions of tho East, has 
reared Its head, and there to-day indicates tho 
fire and flame with which tho Prophet of Mecca 
would have enforced his religion upon the na­
tions of the East. Even in tho sacred city of Je­
rusalem you find symbols of all Pagan re­
ligions, and the worship of the Crescent is 
greater there than that ot tlio Cross to-day. 
Whether the Prophet who fled to Medina real­
ly represents a religion or no, it is certain 
tliat his followers are numerous, that the influ­
ence of his religion has been vast, and that 
with the Are and sword in oue hand and the 
Koran in tho otlier, the whole of the East has 
been devastated with rapine and murder at 
the hands of his followers. Whether you be­
lieve that the ancient symbol of the Cross was 
held sacred in Egypt or no, you will find that the 
indications aro that the god Osiris, smiling upon 
the river-god, Nilus, below, represented the mys­
tic symbol which was figured In the Cross, and 
that tho veiled form of Isis contained the secret 
and subtle power whereby the ray of light on- 
kindled the earth and made it fruitful. Whether 
you believe that in Mlthralo cave and among the 
oracles at Delphos and elsewhere there were cab­
alistic and singular symbols, not only picturing 
the angle of the sun’s contact With the surface of 
tlie earth, but also the different signs of the zo­
diac and their meaning, it still Is true that upon 
those ancient tablets are found the symbols of 
science and many of those of religion to-day, and 
that the Cross itself Is as old as are geometrical 
lines and figures in the science of the earth. 
Whether you believe that the cardinal points of 
tbe compass were Indicated by the sacred symbol 
that we refer to or no, It is certain that upon 
every Brahmlnical temple Is engraved the repre­
sentation of the four corners ..of the earth and 
tbeir various influences over humanity; and that 
the followers of Confucius, In passing from the 
ancient faith of Brahma to the more modern ono, 
and also the followers of Buddha, pictured these 
various symbols by lines, parallels and angles, 
among which the Cross is represented.

But It was left for the Romans to invent the 
Cross as a particular form of punishment, cruci­
fixion not being among the ancient forms of pun- 
ishment with the Jews, but various other means 
of torture, as for Instance, the Gehenna outside 
the gates of Jerusalem into which were plunged 
malefactors, and the fires of which were kept

Christ were seen, and from them sprang the 
flowers that were his tears which tlio priests 
were wont to worship. Tho Rosicrucians hold 
that they had discovered tho ono magic moaning 
of the dew upon tho cross, whereby they might 
resolve all mysteries of life and death. Was 
theirs genuine and the monks In tho cell Idola­
trous ? Was theirs tlio truth because it was cou­
pled with science, while In the monastery It must 
bo considered as superstition? St. Catharine 
from Sienna crossed the mountains in midwinter 
that sho mlglit with her pleadings and prayers 
bring back tlio pope unto his people. Was this 
idolatry, and the poor cowardice of modern Chris­
tians, that will not cross tho street In a rainy 
Sunday, worship? Is It religion Hint inspires 
men' to deeds of cowardice, and is it idolatry 
that Inspires them to deeds of bravery? Is 
It, then, true worship that stands in tlio midst of 
a Christian century, wielding tlm weapons of 
avarice and pride and calling that religion; and 
was it an ago of Idolatry when saints and mar­
tyrs were driven heavenward through flame and 
torture ?

What is it that inspires tlio souls of men? 
What is it tliat uplifts them from darkness and 
dross? What Is it that melts and merges tlielr 
lives into tho sublime? Is it the niiine of the 
symbol they bear, or is it that whieli is traced 
upon their hearts as the Impulse of self-sacrifice, 
and whether it be under the name of Brahma, 
Osiris, Maliomet, ’ Zoroaster, Moses or Christ, 
anoints them as lieroes, martyrs, saints, because 
tliey die for tliat which they believe to be true- 
better still, because they live for it and work out 
tlielr lives in holy deeds and sacred symbols of 
devotion ? Enough I Enough I We know; wliat 
has been done under the name of the Cross. We 
have traced the fiery letters in seas of blood, and 
know there IsnocrlniebeiH'athtbesun and noter­
ror but whnt has been sanctioned by that symbol. 
You know that Protestant England worked aS 
fearful ruin as Roman Catholic England. You 
know that Franco has been tho scene of alter­
nating horrors beneath tlie symbol that variously 
represented ono sway or tho other. You know 
that the Puritans fled from the symbol of the 
Cross to rear tho gallows on Salem Bill, whereon 
they might hang witches who aid not believe as 
they did. You know that it la vottwo hundred 
years since It was unsafe for tlio freedom of 
speech and worship which you now enjoy to bo 
even thought of. You know tliat it is not a hun­
dred years since tills meeting would have been 
impossible, and under the name,of the Cross you 
would havo been persecuted, If not with death at 
least with social and personal ostracism.

For tho lofty deeds that are nil unrecorded in 
history whereby some pale, wan faces, or secret 
and silent souls have wrought their way tlirougli 
fiery ordeals to glorious self-conquest, no naming 
cross Is there to blazon their triumph ; no em­
blem is hung upon wall of cathedral or ancient 
abbey—no monumentnljBitfble rears itself above 
their graves; but Indelibly upon the walls of life 
thetr- tear-stained records have been wrought, 
and theirs is tlio crown that the martyr spirit 
must wear. /

Let us Interpret tilings according to tlielr true 
meaning. If wo have a symbol, let us have It 
mean something; and if it mean tlie Christ slain 
upon Calvary, let us see what Its interpretation 
is to-day. • Does it mean tlie shedding of blood 
nnd the slaying of innocent victims? Doesit 
mean that in tiie name of tlie Prince of Peace 
countries shall be devastated and horrors perpe­
trated upon women and children ? Does it mean 
that under tlie name of this symbol man shall 
wago war with his brother for the benefit of free­
dom, or his exchequer? Doesit mean tliatbe­
cause of differences of opinion there shall be 
slaughter and ruin, fire and sword, nnd Hint nil 
the words spoken by the Master shall be forgot­
ten? . > ...... ,

Christ upon Calvary means tho triumph of tlie 
soul over a brutal and selfish age; means tho 
spirit conquering the flesh ; means the triumph 
of God over the machinations of life below.

Tho bearing of the burden of the Cross Is either 
a literal or a spiritual symbol. If a literal sym­
bol, who follows It? Walk you the streets with 
burdens on your shoulders ? Nay; you have 
beasts of burden, steam engines, electric wires, 
and fingers tliat dlo with toll to carry your bur­
dens for you. Allteral symbol ? Who walks up 
to any Calvary to-day for any truth, oven that 
which is most common ? Evasion and falsehood, 
bickerings and strife, and a yielding to tlio over- 
lasting pressure of tliat policy which hedges In 
the world, are tho more usual methods. A liter­
al symbol? Martyrs have died for tho sake of 
its Interpretation to their souls; but they would 
have been no martyrs If they had coveted the 
flame, the guillotine or the cross merely for the 
sake of martyrdom. He who aspires to be a mar­
tyr must not simply cut his throat, or hang him­
self upon the nearest tree, or stretch himself up­
on the physical cross. If he have nothing to die 
for he had better live. Tlie soul understands that 
the meaning of Hie symbol on Calvary is, tliat 
whosoever would take up his cross and follow 
tlio Master must do so in spirit; tliat the cross of 
life to bo borne Is not necessarily of physical suf­
fering, or of physical death or martyrdom, but 
is, If need be, that which plunged John Brown 
into the world of souls because of the love he bore 
for the slave, or that which gave to tho nation a 
martyred president. Tiiese are tho ways in whieli 
the Cross is tlio symbol of what the Master 
taught. If he but died on Calvary that the 
Cross itself might save the world through the 
shedding of his blood, then shall we forget that 
matchless message of the,Sermon on the Mount, 
born of his teachings, and only follow this one 
image, the Cross. But if that was but the glori­

days. "Wind and rain strengthen Hie oak, and 
even Hie violet meekly bows its head before Hie 
storm that gives Hie cooling draught to Its eye of 
bloom. Tears in Hie eye strengthen Hie heart, 
and Hie hand is made glorious tliat truces its 
history over the. walls of victory and conquest. 
A lied of roses is tlie fabled < Mental heaven and 
paradise. Tlie Christian hns learned that the 
sturdy pathway leading up Hie mountain height 
is Hie one where Hie finest view can lie obtained. 
Tlie tourist would scorn the tenderness that 
would keep him always In the valley because lie 
might hurt his feet In climbing np where he 
could see the sun rise over tlie Alps.

Climb if yon would see the sun over the etenia 
hills. Let tlm stones pierce your feet If you 
would know what it is to have won Hie victory 
of life. Do not push aside Hie thorns ifiyou want 
to know whnt it Is to have vanquished them. 
Mariners plow tlie seas; philosophers probe the 
earth mid dwell lifelong over one secret Unit they 
may find out the mystery thereof. Hairs turn 
gray, faces are wrinkled, forms become decrepit 
over one trutii Hint Hie soul Is In search of.

The gold which will not last n single dny when 
you nre dead takes your time, your attention, 
your lives—you plod wearily to and fro every 
hour of the day and count Hint not a cross. The 
truth, however, God must, reveal to you. Any- 
Hilng that is for the benefit of your souls must 
fall down at your feet for you to pick up1. In­
spiration mid prophecy mid nil spiritual knowl­
edge must come without Hie asking! Go dig for 
gold. Go plod your weary way along to build 
up monuments Hint your chihlii'u's children will 
despise you for ; Imt never say it is a cross again, 
wlien just before you are golden truths and in­
spiring words Hint you would not turn your hand 
over ti> attain, yet blame God for not forcing 
tliem into your consciousness. Knowthat tlie 
effort is there, Hie spirit Is there, Hie light is 
there. Tlie way to it is across eyery temptation 
Hint you shun, liy Hie viimpiislimcnt of every loe 
Hint you fear, Hie overcoming of Hie very chains 
Unit enslave you mid the bursting asunder of Hie 
very ties Hint bind you. Know tliat the victory 
is there, but it is not liy avoiding any difficulty, 
but only by surmounting It. The boy upon the 
castle, wall, tho explorer in tlie North Sea, Dr. 
Livingstone in Africa—these are wliat men will 
do’for an idea. Is not Hie truth Hint lies with­
in Hie soul worth as much ? We say that you 
will never have a spiritual treasure, a lofty truth, 
a divine hope,'a hallowed mid consecrated Ini- 
fillment of prophecy, unless you win it acrossllie 
very chasm Hint you seek to avoid. We say tliat 
tlie spirit cannot triumph over clay; it cannot 
win its destiny, cannot gain its inheritance, can­
not understand itself, unless the glorious king­
dom of Hie spirit is out wrought of self-sacrifice 

| mid pain.
। Wlio prizes tiie titled nobility of Great Britain 

or Hie Old World? Who cares for the wealth or 
fame Hint is handed down from father to son ? 
Richard Cobden, Jolin Bright" all Hie great

I minds tliat stand up and plead the cause of nii ii 
are those who have won the victory of life for 
themselves-.
' Who cures for fume written upon the ancient 

। tablets of any ancestral wall? You did not fight 
1 the battles. Yours Is not the credit for Hieir deeds 
* of during. Whnt hnve you done? Tlie test lies 
' here. The strength is in your own citadel. You 

have made the castle which you inhabit. Your
I spirit is there a sluggard mid n dotard, or is alive, 
' alert, active, winning every day laurels that 
i kings mid princes mlglit envy. It is not needful 
! that Hie world shall see them. The soul is its 
■ own best mid entire peact'maki'r. The soul can 
I understand whether the you Hint inhabits the 
i temple of your own life is n worthy occupant. 
I Tlie victories Hint you have won are traced there 
' and your spirit understands tliem. They gleam 

out from your eyes and they light your face, and 
when a man meets you on tlie street, if you do 
not shun liis gaze, if you look at him with a clear 

land honest eye, he knows Hint you have van­
quished temptation and are not ashamed to look 
another soul in Hie face. Turn your gaze aside, 
look downward,.mid he knows that the victory 

। is not won, mid Hint Hie tempter is still there, 
| that the serpent is still in Hie Garden of Eden, 
Land that Hie man Christ has not taught liis les-' 
I son to you, that God has not come to dwell In 

your heart.
Oh, take up the cross of life, bear it nobly and 

well, without shrinking, without terror, without 
fear ; not St. Peter’s at Rome, nor Westminster 
Abbey, nor St. Paul’s in England, nor all the 
churches that line tlie streets of your crowded 
cities, can give forth sucli chimes of joy and 

| praise as go out from Hie towering height of tliat 
soul’s sanctuary wherein tlm victory has been 
won over selfishness and pride and care, by the 
true meaning of Hie Cross.

ous consummation of a life whoso purpose was I 
to teach, to Inspire and to uplift, Hie Elder Bost j 
Brother of humanity, who came to represent the 
possibility of man, tlien the Cross means the 
Golden Rule, the Sermon qn the Mount, thu 
teachings and the healings. Ate prophecies nnd 
tho wonderful loW-Hiat cast out all fear and 
blessed tho little children and tho Magdalen in 
one breath.

If tlio Cross means anything, It means that 
kind of victory and conquest over selfish pursuits 
and aims tliatbrings the human life nearer to that 
standard which it typifies. If it means anything, 
it means Hie dally bearing of burdens Hint are 
necessary and needful to be borne, without com­
plainings and without bitterness, gladly and will­
ingly, because of the end of life to lie attained. 
If it means anything, it means that Hie dally rou­
tine of existence Hint may become n cure and 
terror and Hie veriest and severest burden, shall 
be gradually and constantly uplifted by the per­
vading presence of Hint sweetness of life, Hint 
perfection of existence, which will make each 
burden seem lighlnnd every cafe sink into Insig­
nificance.

Tlie truth Is, that there Is no cross to the soul 
Hint has gained self conquest. Life itself lies no 
burdens; care fails from you, and death becomes 
the gateway of matchless life. -Whnt was Hm 
cross to Hie Son of Mnn, whose inward eyes could 
see into Paradise ? What was death to the saint 
end martyr wlio above flame and tlm sacrificial 
pile could seo angels and hear them sing? Nny, 
nay ! .That only is n cross which tlie spirit feels 
Is grievous to be borne, nnd which it Is Hie Inten­
tion of the divine economy you slinll vanquish 
in tliat very feeling. •Go to your labor feeling.lt 
a grievous burden ;‘see how It drags heavily upon ! 
you, and weighs down your hands, and makes I 
you feel powerless. Go with the impulse of a 
Divine love and a fervent desire to do good to 
some fellow being, mother, sister, wife or friend, 
and the labor Is nothing, the toil becomes sweet, 
nnd the hands are strengthened, nnd the feet be­
come light. Ah, the vanquishing of life's bur­
dens Is the greatest cross after all.

If this symbol means ahythlug to your under­
standing, it means it as applicable to your daily 
life, to your individual existence, and the very 
thing thnt is hardest for you to overcome, what­
ever that may be—pride, selfishness, vanity, ex­
ternal appetite—anything Hint stands between 
you and Hie clearness of vision which Hie Master 
hnd, is tlio cross Hint you have to bear and to 
overcome. If It means anything, It means tho 
supreme control of selfishness and folly In the 
world whereby'tlio individual man is obscured, 
nnd only, liis semblance appears ip the daily life.

All cnnm/t'ho heroes. Martyrdoms are not to 
be bought at a price. You cannot walk to nny 
inquisition voluntarily. There are few opportu­
nities for heroic self-sacrifice. But tlm daily life 
and tlio hourly vocation, and Hie tilings Hint He 
nil around tlie pathway—these multiply and be­
come the huge cross and the burthen that you 
have to bear, and wliich, if you bear triumphant­
ly, leads you to the very crown of self-conquest 
and victory. Tothe true Christian this Is the 
meaning of Hie Cross. All other meanings are 
idolatrous and Pagan. He who worships at tliat 
shrine or before that symbol without tills mean- 

. ing In his heart Is an Idolater. He. who bows be­
fore It as bearing any veiled image of divinity, as 
God or man, and does not know Hm sweet mes­
sage tliat it gives to Hie world, he Is an idolater, 
lie in St. Peter’s who before the Cross makes the 
same symbol upon his person, yet does not know 
tliat it means self-sacrifice and self-conquest, is 
an idolater. And be who has piled up creeds 
large as the edifice in which lie worships, bowing 
before articles and ordinances, forgetful of the 
one s.weet message thnt makes life glorious, also 
is ail idolater, whether he worship in Protestant 
church, at Hie shrine of St. Peter’s, or away over 
In Pagan India.

We do not determine this matter for you. To 
ourselves there is but one Interpretation. We 
must have no Images that supersede the Idea. 
We must have no temples that are greater than 
the souls that Inhabit them. We must have no 
form of worship that supersedes the spirit of 
worship. We must havo no Christ tliat is too far 
away for humanity to follow. We must have 
that divinity tliat enters the heart, shapes the 
life, unfolds the understanding, rears Hie edifice 
of existence—makes the glorious man or woman, 
all by its conquest and victory.

Matter is tlie cross ; material life is the bur­
den. All temptations tliat lie in your pathway, 
the various difficulties and obstacles of existence, 
tlie spirit must meet and triumph over. It is as 
glorious a victory as that which sent any saint or 
martyr Into heaven; it is as triumphant when 
once attained. It brings Hie achievement; it is 
tlie resurrection ; it is Hie life, Hie gradual, undy­
ing perfect sweetness and love that leads the 
human spirit through and over every pathway of 
difficulty unto even the triumph of death. ' Take 
your burdens from you? Not if we had tlio 
power this instant. Lessen ybur sorrows? Not 
if ours was tlie potent spell to drive tliem all 
away. A great and devout man said, “I havo 
never had a sorrow that I could spare." Grievous 
to be borne? Tliat is the very point. Hard and 
difficult to comprehend? That Is Hie pathway 
to comprehension. Do not think tliat an infinite 
God of love could bring these difficulties. Tlie 
tender mother never could make Hie stone pierce 
the foot of her boy ; but he will never be a man 
unless It does. Do not talk of love that shuts in 
a closet the image where no breath can come. 
Speak not of affection that shields the tender 
plant until It pines away and dies. Speak not of 
that kind of love that gives nothing to strength­
en the forest tree, but leaves it a sapling all its

I2T Don Piatt does n't find much to marvel at 
in Pierrepont's having been caught consulting a 
medium. "Wliile a number of vulgar scamps 
are being exposed by scamps quite as vulgar, the 
belief in spiritual manifestation is spreading, not 
so much among the Ignorant and credulous class 
as with educated people. I, was surprised to find, 
lifter my attention was called to the subject, 
what a number of cultured persons 1 encountered 
in Washington who were confirmed believers in 
Spiritualism. I am told that the same fact exists 
in Europe. For example, when Foster was in 
Washington, some three months since, liis vis­
itors were mainly composed ot leading members 
of tho Senate, House, and Secretaries of tlie 
Cabinet, wlio openly consulted tills 'man as to 
matters existing beyond tlie grave. Were I to 
give you their names, my story would be rather 
interesting, but spiteful, for there are few of 
these believers who do not shrink from being 
publicly known as such.”

feeling.lt
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A TAI’ AT MRS. TAITAN.
Col. Oh-off Bnh'ir* her HUtorj of OrcullUm.

T<> the EUHot of the Banner <•( Light :

Sih : 1 ppnvjvr with regret that Mrs. Tappan’s 
gniijpsilono? read thr papi-rs neither haw they fa- 
milianzud them>rlve> witli the classical anthers. 
As I pri'Miine Unit niilhiT you nor any other 
Splrituali-t regard* them as any other than mor­
tal men anil women ; as I consider them no bet­
ter, and a-, neither of us accept them as gods, 
superior to eiiticism and irresponsible fortheir 
assertions, I desire to Join i»ues with them. They 
are no more exen-able for anachronisms, mis­
statements of fact, or sophistical teachings, 
than thoseof ns who have md yet “shuflled otT 
this mortal coil.” In this case, Mrs. Tappan, as 
a woman, is, by her own claim and the eommon 
consent of her It iends, out of the question. What 
she say - she is not responsible for, by virtue of 
the vei l fact of her mediumship. Therefore I 
have ...... .. with her. It is those guides
and controls that I mean to bring to book'; and 
if for convenience I address her, it will of course 

_ be under-tood that ,1 mean the intelligence or 
intelligences who said tlie foolish things that are 
contained in the Chicago discourse which ap­
peared in your journal of the 'Jiith ultimo.

The tir~t misstatement is (hat the word O,;-ii!t. 
f*m ” originated with Col. Oleott In his investi­
gations connecting Spiritualism with ancient sor­
cery, magic, and vat ions other sciences hereto­
fore supposed to be buried In obscurity.” The 
word diil ><"t originate with me. It was used by 
other writers long before I knew there was any 
sueh science. Probably 1 mny have contributed 
to make it better known among Spiritualists, 
hereand in Europe, than it was before ; but these 
guides ought to have known better than toeredit 
me with its authorship. I am glad that It Is cur­
rent, fur it is so comprehensive a term as to em­
brace as no other does every branch of study 
connected with the secret agencies of Nature and 

. their manipulation. Magic, sorcery', the esoteric 
sciences ami religions of all ages, theurgy, theos­
ophy, Hermetic philosophy, divination, Modern 
Spiritualism, psychometry and all that pertains 
to psychology, aro included in the word. Noth­
ing could .be further from the truth than the as­
sertion that it Is a o synonym of Spiritualism,” 
unless it be the other that it is n branch W the 
latter, bearing the same relation to It "that any 
one of thedifferent colors bears to the pure rayof 
light!" This Is as bad as the cool assertion of 
the Catholic Propaganda that the rites, ceremo­
nies, moralities, monasteries, convents, vest­
ments, etc., of Buddhism found by the French 
Ambassador de Loubere, and the Abbes Hue, 
(Iriibner and Malli, in Thibet and Siam, where 
they had existed for at least five centuries before 
tlie birth of Christ, were copied after those of 
the Homi-h Church I Occultism dates back to the 
archaic ages; Spiritualism is a thing of less than 
thirty years, and its name was never pronounced, 
either in this world or tliat of these guides, be­
fore tliat lime.

"We do not suppose," say these guides, "as 
Occultism lias a* yet made file, if any, absolute 
rimn rfs or advocates, and lias no basis or claim 
of existence in tlie world of science, that it can 
as yet . . . have a special relation to Spirit­
ualism.” I don’t know what may lie tlielr ideas 
of " few ” or "any,” but, witli niy compliments, 
I beg to Inform them that at this moment there 
are In various parts of the world, nine; Intndred 
and eighty-live million “converts” and "advo­
cates" of the philosophy that tlie Theosophical 
Society was organized to study. And every man 
of these millions not only believes that it lias a 
claim of (n'r) existence in tlio world of science, 
11111 every one who lias lieard of American .Spir­
itualism knows just how much relation It has to 
what is now called Occultism. Thousands, wlio 
stand to tlie great body of these advocates! as 
Mrs. Tappan, or rather her control, does to the 
mass of Spiritualists, could tnke'this control and 
set him in full sight of her audiences, nnd let him 
do his own talking. These are adepts of Occult­
ism.

If any description of the necessary process is 
required, I refer Hie guides to pp. 190 it teg., of 
“Ravnlette,” that marvelous book by that lurid 
genius, P. ll. Kandolph. Let them read Ills ac­
count of what a whole company of ladies and 
gentlemen saw at tlie house of a French nobhv 
when the modus operand! of spirit message-writ­
ing and physical manifestations was shown. I 
have seen tlie like things in this country, and 
can certify tliat neither 'Randolph’s story iior 
Buhver's superb description in "Zanbnl” of 
Olyndon's encounter witli the dweller, is an 
exaggeration.

What excuse can these guides, who live pre­
sumably In the spirit-world,(give for misrepre­
senting the Occultists by saying tliat they afllrm 
that "there nre elementary or fragmentary souls) 
not yet human, that partake somewhat of the na­
ture of human beings, possessing perhaps mis­
chievous, evil, or undeveloped qualities, who can, 
at tlie command of human beings, be made to re­
semble spirits, disembodied friends, ghosts of 
the departed, and thus create great [injury, etc., 
etc."? Wlio authorized then^to say that we re­
gard the elementary spirits asTragmentarysouls? 
or not yet human ? What author do they study 
—these guides? The spirits of the elements— 
the gnomes, sylphs, undines, and salamanders— 
have no immortal souls, nor ever will have; they 
are not "yet” human, nor ever will be. They 
are evolutions of matter, not like ourselves.

I suppose that even my friends, the guides, will 
concede that among the great minds that have shed 
lustre upon the history of the race, Pythagoras, 
Herodotus, Plato, Xenqprates, Porphyry’, Iambi 1- 
chus, Cicero, Plotinus, Ammonius Saccas, Pro- 
clus, and others like them, are entitled to a su­
preme rank. Well, al| of them believed in element­
ary spirits; all were students, and some renowned 
practitioners, of Occultism, in some form ; and all 
made n mighty difference between disembodied 
human spirits and these soulless mischief-makers 
ofthe invisible world. Which are we to believe— 
these princes of human thought, or Mrs. Tappan's 
guides?

Please do not mistake the position of the Occult- 
ists, Mr.Ellitor. They do not challenge a single 
genuine message that has been received from 
“ dfsembodied human souls.” Tlicy.believe that 
there are such genuine messages ; and, for my 
part, I can say I have had them—often-mnd 
often ^without the Intervention of a medium. 
But we believe—nay, we Anew—that thousands 
of so-called spirit-messages havo come from the 
Elementary, to the confusion of the candid, and 
tho satisfaction of the Materialist. How do we 
know this can be done ? By seeing the operation,

Fdr tho Banner of Light.
INSPIRATIONAL POEM,

. Delivered at Los Angeles, (Jal., Feb. 23d. 187G, at 
the residence of Thus. A. Oarey, on the anni­
versary of tho “ Second Birth" of Mary Julia

’ and Annie Bella Gariy, daughters of Thos. A. 
1 and Louisa J. Garey, by Mrs. E. L. Watson, of

Titusville, Ta.

All things in life tliis lesson teach, 
Our Father's will is ever done,

His power no soul can e’er impeach, 
The universe and God ahe one.

If In the circling paths of space, 
A flame-winged comet seems astray,

It flies to its appointed place, 
Along its God-appointed way.

Tlio atom that in silence turns,
The star of greatest magnitude, 

The mote that in a sunbeam burns,
Life's busy throngs, death’s solitude, 

All yield obedience to the power
Tliat marks tlie periods of time, 

And sets tlie music of the hour
In tune witli love's eternal chime.

By law life’s patterns all arc wove, 
The shuttle moved by Heaven's breath,

And each thread gilt by God’s sweet love, 
There is no chance in life noh death.

'T isnot for finite souls to see
Perfection i;i tlie smallest tilings, 

For wrapped in buds of prophecy,
Are all life’s tender blossomings.

Though brief our human consciousness 
Of harmony midst mortal strife,

There’s perfect concord none tlie less
In all the purposes of life. ,

And not a single note is lost,
And not a single false-struck key, 

I The need of one not least, not most, ..
Throughoutthe matchless melody 1

And love’s sweet gifts as pure as snow, 
That in home's pleasure took such part

But just one little year ago, 
Are treasured still within tho heart.

Tlie patter of a baby’s feet,
God knows how dear it was to you, 

And now, instead of soundsiso sweet, 
How hard to hoard an empty shoe I

But though the outer world’s bereft
Of all your little daughter’s charms, -, 

Her spirit presence still is left
Within tlie circle of your arms.

The maiden wlio with modest grace 
Fulfilled her mission with such ease,

Pouring love’s sunshine tlirougli the place, 
Employing all life’s.powers to impose,

Is now home's blessed comforter,
Uplifting life’s rough load of care, 

All silent drawing hearts to her
Tliat need tlie balm of purer air.

And when the stars of eventide
Point pathways through tho stellar deep, 

The dark shall blossom by your side
With those whose absence now you weep.

Then shall your souls begin to sigh 
For feeble mortal ministry,

While hope and love bear heaven-high 
Your faith In immortality?

' E’en now'their soul-lips sweetly sing, 
With count|css more as glad and free,

"Oh, Death 1 where is thy bitter sting? 
“ Oh, Grave I where is thy victory ? ”

Spiritual 6robc ||lcctin^.
Dr. II. U. Storer nt Sliawshcene River

Grove; Sunday Services at Lovell’s 
Grove — Lecture by Mlns Lizzie Do­
ten; Fire Seance by Mrs. Suydani; 
Remarks by Dr. Storer, etc.

f Iteportcil for the Banner ot Light by Jolin W. Day.!

On Sunday afternoon, Sept. 3d, at the close of 
Mrs. Suydam's fire stance, Dr. II. B. Storer ad­
dressed the people gathered at the speakers’ 
stand. Referring to the largo number before 
him to whom Spiritualism both as to its doctrines 
and phenomena was a new thing, lie said; Names 
are evanescent, and not for eternity; they are 
not enduring, hence it is impossible for me to 
think that 1 am talking to nny one who Is not in­
terested in the theme which I am about to discuss; 
even though all who hear may feel to give differ­
ent names to tlie thought presented, yet the 
thought itself, coming to mo from the central 
sourceof all intelligence, must, I feel, be adapted 
to all, and in it all can share. As spiritual be-. 
Ings we aro all parts of tho Infinite Spirit who 
fills the universe, and to which tho cfeed of the 
Orthodox church assigns tho name of God. Man 
Is tho child of God, possessing his nature, so the­
ology holds ; and I say as individuals we aro 
parts of the Infinite Spirit who underlies all 
things either in tho physical or spiritual realm. 
We, as spiritual beings, nave just begun to come 
into consciousness of our latent ppp-er and life— 
to comprehend our vital relationship with tho 
great Soul of all power and life. Theology says 
the world has been created, but science informs us 
that tho world is a gradual development, brought 
about by tho lawful and legitimate action of tho 
Spirit of Life underlying it.

Tho speaker said we were living in a good 
world—that it must be a morbid mind that was 
not ready to acknowledge that this physical 
world was an excellent place in which to reside, 
and one admirably fitted for the satisfaction of 
the needs of our personal and Individual .exist­
ence. Tlie spirit within us, making due use of 
the set of implements—tho body and its senses— 
with which it was endowed, ministered to our ap­
petite, and labored to build up the physical form, 
and at tlie same time through experiences due to 
tliat form to attain to a broader spiritual devel­
opment. People could gain a better idea of God’s 
deal Ings with the race by perusing the open Bible 
of Nature outspread before them (as in the beau­
tiful scene around him) than by a consultation 
of any printed or written volume known to man. 
Our growth, whether In the spiritual or natural 
world, was tho result of and in direct accordance 
with a regular law of unfoldment, whose cause 
we might trace if wo would,; it was only those 
who failed to make proper uso of their faculties 
who declared that it was not possible for us to 
know anything concerning ourselves nnd our re­
lations with the world about us. It was not upon 
change of location, but on changes within us, 
that our wisdom or ignorance, our happiness or 
misery depended. We might meet with experi­
ences which would cause us sorrow, but these 
would redound to our interior expansion and 
completeness just as the stupendous cataclasms 
recorded on every page ot geology—whose com­
ponents were earthquakes and tempests, volca­
noes, torrents and conflagrations — were the 
means of perfecting the globe and rendering it a 
fit habitation for man. The baby world suffered 
vastly more throes in the process of reaching its 
adolescenLdevelopment than the baby man was 
called uponTo encounter, yet the line of his un­
foldment was in harmony with that of the world, 
and experience hid-proved that humanity could

and having our personal experience corroborated 
by the writers I have named, and hundreds more 
in ancient and modern times.

Mrs. Tappan makes the point that, in the case 
of a medium, "tliat which expresses itself is an 
intelligence, or it is not. If It is an Intelligence, 
and manifests the attributes and qualities of hu­
manity, then it must be human intelligence ; nnd 
If any power manifests itself having human in-, 
telligence, that is not embodied, it must be dis- 
embodied human intelligence.” Begging her 
pardon, this is sophistry. ■ Tliat which expresses 
itself need not be an intelligence, and yet convey 
Intelligence. It is not necessary tliat there 
should be a sun in a mirror for us to see tlie solar 
image in It. These elementnrles are like chame­
leons—they take the hue of every object they 
approach. Put them in contact with a phlloso- 
pher, and they will frame in words liis philosoph­
ical ideas—for ideas are objective to them ; with 
a sensualist, and they will propound his impure 
fancies ; with a poet, and tlie medium will de­
liver her oracles In rhyme ; with a Itoman Cath­
olic, the responsive 11 thing of Matter” will tell 
tlie gaping crowd of a Popish hell, and tlie glo­
ries of a Queen Regnant in Paradise ; witli a Re- 
Incarnationist, and Hie scopes of his imaginary 
past lives will pass from the secret chambers of 
liis mind, ami ns pictured realities be reflected 
back to liim tlirougli the speaker. Tilings long 
forgotten will be'lirought to light, and the dusky 
comers of the memory yield up their buried 
facts. For, ns the authors of "The Unseen Uni­
verse" tell us, every human action is indelibly 
impressed upon (lie Universal Ether, and Mrs. 
Tappan's guides quote from them when they say 
that “every thought of the human mind is in it­
self photographed upon tlie atmosphere around 
you.” The Occultists (and among them Para­
celsus and Ellphas Levi most clearly) maintain 
tliat each individual is in relation not only with 
the currents of the Astral Light (Universal 
fiber of .Science^ and Mrs. Tappan’s atmosphere) 
upon which are stamped ids own personal histo­
ry, but also with the radial streams of his fam­
ily, near and remote, and of others who liave 
been intimately associated with him for a long 
period. An elementary using a medium to com­
municate,Tnay give tlie sitter bits and scraps of 
tlie experiences of liis relatives and friends as 
well as of himself, about which lie may not liave 
previously known, or, knowing once, have for­
gotten. And, for all that, not lie either a disem­
bodied or embodied “ human intelligence."

But there is still another class of communicat­
ing entities than either tlie "angels” of enthusi­
astic, indiscrlmimiting Spiritualists, or the soul­
less Elementaries of my fellow-Occultists. These 
are disembodied people whose vices, or material­
istic intellectual lives, during life drove their im­
mortal spirits out of their astral bodies (tlio 
bodies or souls we assume at death). Tied 
by infrangible attractions to the earth, de­
prived of tlie restrictive guidance of tho spirit, 
sunk Into a state of darkness ami unhappi­
ness, tlielr bodies, ns plastic under the formative 
power of the mind as clay in tlie hands of the 
potter, take the external semblance of tho brute 
they most resembled mentally while still on earth. 
These are the authors of all the silly, dishonest, 
malicious sayings and doings of mediums, that are 
not Hie product of tlie mind of medium or sitler, 
or both, acting upon those poor fools, the Ele- 
mentaries.

These wrecked human beings are not only at­
tracted by evil propensities of tlie living, but 
gratify a tierce desire to make the gooil wlio aro 
yielding, bad ; the bad, worse ; the very bad, 
"Heads in human shape.” About the runt-shop, 
tlie bawdy-hopse, the gambling-table,' (lie race­
course, the fashionable salon, tlie prize-ring, the 
battle-field, they cluster, like vultures on carrion, 
rioting in human misery, crime and vice. This 
is their horrid destiny—to expend their unsatis­
fied evil propensities upon humanity, until they 
burn themselves out by sheer exhaustion. Then 
conies tlie chance for---- but 1 will not trench 
upon tho rights of others who have taught mo 
what little I have thus far had time to learn.

No Occultist will withhold tlie meed of praise 
from Mrs. Tappan, for tier acknowledgmentthat 
this science is worthy of the earnest study of 
.Spiritualists. It required some pluck to soyas 
tiiuch as tliis; and I rejoice to sec so many influ­
ential persons in tills country and in Europe aro 
publicly saying tlie same thing. Occultism is 
quietly leavening the lump of Spiritualism, and 
for the first time attention Is being turned to tlie 
classic authors as the best helps to urtderstand 
•jlils great subject. If these guides will come to 
me privately, I can tell them where they will 
find books worth tho reading—books tliat will 
show them wrinkles about, thpmselves they 
never dreamed of. After reading these immortal 
works, they would never again need to be guilty 
of saying that magic and sorcery are identical 
with legerdemain, thus making Houdin, Maske- 
leyne, Cook, and “tho Wizard of tho North,” 
(the impudent Anderson, I mean,) rank with 
Moses, Daniel, tho whole line of Chaldean, 
Indian 'and Egyptian magians and theurgists, 
and, in our modern times, with Cagliostro and 
Saint Germain 1 This Is sheer ignorance, guides 
or no guides. Let them read up a little, 
and then come and talk to me again. Magic, 
per sc, hqs as little to do with prestidigi­
tation, per se, as Mrs. Tappan’s last discarded 
ribbon with the rudder of Noah’s ark. Medium­
ship, on the oilier hand, according to my obser­
vation, is not always entirely disconnected from 
the arts of the costumer, the wig-maker, the 
chemist and the mechanician. And in this the 
Banner and other honest Spiritualist papers bear 
me out.

For many years I have wondered at Mrs. Tap­
pan’s exceptional oratorical gifts, and been grat­
ified with the many wise and beautiful tilings 
that have dropped from her mouth. She is un­
questionably a rare medium for a phase of mani­
festations far higher than any of a physical char­
acter. She was a favorite with my former es­
teemed friend and teacher in agricultural chem­
istry, Professor J. J. Mapes. She visited in the- 
family, benefited by his counsel, nnd had fre­
quent opportunities to show him what she was. 
At the same time, I, as his pupil and friend, 
had many to learn what he thought of her 
and her mediumship. It must be understood, 
therefore, that in taking up the gauntlet thrown 
down by her guides, I neither call her medium­
ship in question, nor offer any discourtesy to her. 
I simply insist that in this one instance, the 
spirits controlling her were Ignorant of history 
and science, and apparently desired to mislead 
us about their own world and its Inhabitants. 
Certainly what they had to say about Occultism, 
Its history and its aims, was arrpnt nonsense. 
And In my opinion, the fact that she does some-) 
times utter such orations, Is a better proof of 
her mediumship than if they were monotonously 
good. No seer, prophet, magician, sorcerer or 
medium ever born could upon all occasions dis­
play his powers equally well. These are all hu­
man, and subject to human Infirmities and dis­
abilities. Henry S. Olcott.

No, 71 Broadway, New York, Sept. 1, 1870.

not hope for any step In spiritual advance with-, 
out some analogous trial.

The dogma of total depravity had nothing 
whatever to do with the matter, nnd constituted 
no factor in the solution of the great problem of 
human life and destiny. If persons would rise 
to a conception that these matters of sin and 
pain and sorrow which so shocked tlie sensibili­
ties or wounded the feelings in tliis life, were not 
the result of an arbitrary decree of whose exist­
ence they were tlie indices, but rather tlie signals 
of advance, along the line of development—sharp 
lessons in the school of life intended for tho pu­
pil’s benefit—if a consciousness could be reached 
that all this trial would ultimate In a happier and 
better condition, they would be brought into bet­
ter harmony with tho will of God. The theo­
logian maintained tliat we must bear all because 
wo could not help ourselves; but how much bet­
ter than this cringing, stolid endurance was a 
cheerful, faithful spirit of trust, by which we 
would be brought into acquiescence to the inevi­
table through a clear understanding that what­
ever conies to our lives, readies us in obedience 
to the law of ultimate good.

Our essential spiritual nature was within our­
selves ; wo did not need to ask for communion 
witli any spiritual intelligence outside to assure 
us of Its existence; Its promptings could be felt, 
and we could also find its characteristics in ob­
jects around us. It was by direct revelation to 
every human soul that we. camo to know aught 
of ourselves or the universe around us. No one 
could delegate to any other Individual the power 
of receiving a revelatiqn intended for him. Rev­
elation wns an outward and upward process going 
on within the soul, rather than a stooping down of 
knowledge from supernal heights above. People 
might take up tlie Bible and call it a revelation 
from God. Where was tlie revelation? Was it 
lu thq ink with which the type was coated in the 
process of printing? Was it in the paper wlileh 
received the impression,'or tlm binding wlileh 
fitted it for use as a volume? Was it not, rather, 
that in perusing its pages (or those of nny other 
book embodying true sentiments) the soul felt to 
respond to some things and to take issue witli 

Athens, choosing that which met its needs and re­
jecting tlie useless, and thus selecting Hie wheat 
and casting out the chaff? This was accom­
plished by an inherent power within the man 
wlio read, and that power was God himself, re­
vealing himself and making use of these sym­
bols to awaken the soul’s interior consciousness 
to tlie verity of ills presence. Old ideas, creeds, 
days, passed away; man was greater than all 
days, was above all bibles; God had spoken 
through all the bibles written by and tlirougli 
man, but not outside of him.

Spiritualists held that death did not work nny 
miracle in tlie individual experiencing it; at the 
culmination of tlie death-scene, his spiritual be­
ing, wlileh survived tlie shock, was neither in 
hell or heaven, but awoke to consciousness of tlie 
change in the order of life, and found itself pos­
sessed of much the same nature and attributes as 
it had before tho transition was accomplished. 
Countless returning spirits had borne concurrent 
testimony to this statement, proving that death 
was not the Saviour of men, and why should it 
be any more than birth into this world? Both 
were but steps in tho process of development— 
birth bringing the spirit upon tlio stage of mate­
rial life, and death giving It entrance into a 
broader range for its ultimate unfoldment. Tho 
fear of death in the mind of tho masses, which 
was so powerfully acted upon by the theologians, 
was only a result of ignorance in tlie past, per­
petuated by continued erroneous education In 
our day; the old creeds taught of a God who 
wourTremorselessly seize upon the soul at death 
nnd plunge it into hell or raise it to heaven, ac­
cording to “his own good pleasure;" but mod­
ern revelations were forcing even the cliurchmen 
to broaden their views. Tills conception of, God 
proved distasteful to the heart of humanity in 
Its higher aspirings. We could not compass a 
complete conception of what God was, because 
in order to attain to a measurement of the nature 
of the divine it would be necessary for us who are 
finite to know what the Infinite knows; but man,1 
being a spiritual being, and a part of tho Infinite, 
hail within him the possibilities of continuous un­
foldment toward the Infinite; even as n man’s 
children, who inherited ills nature, held within 
them tfle possibilities of all thOattainments that he 
had made. The spiritual nature of man was com­
ing to consciousness; tlie tremendous demonstra­
tions which had been vouchsafed to this age were 
working a revolution widespread as it was start­
ling to the thoughtful beholder. Twenty years 
ago who would have believed, oven in imagine- 
tian's wildest flights, in the possibility of those 
occurrences widen aro the common incidents of 
to-day ? We were living at a time when the spirit­
ual beings, once dwellers in mortal, were enabled 
to clothe themselves anew with physical forms 
and walk in our midst—forms temporarily evoked 
for their important purposes, to de materialize 
again wlien tlie work was done, and mingle once 
more with tho great ocean of atoms.

The doctor hero referred briefly to some of his 
experiences at various circles held for spirit-ma­
terialization. Ho also cited some experiments 
occurring in the presence of tlie jugglers in India, 
and said the peculiarities of their lives, and tho 
elemental state of tho country in which they re­
sided, favored tlie production of these surprising 
results; but men had no call to visit India to 
gain an idea of the powers of human develop­
ment, a development which was each day pro­
ceeding, and which went on after tho process of 
physical disembodiment, causing tho spirit to 
grow Godward—lending us to grow to be gods. 
Wo ought to become conscious of thisdivino des­
tiny. so that nothing unworthy of our nature 
would be allowed to take possession of us. How 
much this ideal of humanity transcended the 
dogma of the unmitigated evil of the heart of 
man I How much it wns above that which held him 
to be but a worm of the dost, who would find a 
just ultimate in the pit of hell 1 Such a concep­
tion of God and man defamed and dishonored 
tlie Being of whom we all were parts.

Say you that Spiritualism Is doing nothing ? I 
heartily endorse the remarks of Jiro. Plympton 
in what he has just said [this speech, reported two 
weeks ago, was against the “ New Movement"]. 
Spiritualism is everywhere calling the attention 
of the world to the grandest spiritual verities, 
verities for outshining any witnessed by the seers 
and prophets ot the past. In these days the 
masses are being called together—as in the audi­
ence before me—to recognize the presence of the 
new spiritual Christ, even as of old tho crowds 
of Judea’s common people assembled to do honor 
to the Christ of that time. 1 do not believe the 
time has come for the organization of the,spiritu­
al forces upon the plan proposed; I do' not be­
lieve the time will ever come when the unseen 
powers having Spiritualism in charge will con­
sent to any step looking toward the relegation of 
Individuality on the part of its believers into the 
control of a few.

The speaker said, in closing, that he would 
counsel earnestly all persons before him, what­
ever their present views, to investigate the matter 
involved in Modern Spiritualism, and evidenced 
in its teachings and phenomena; he would that 
all mankind might become more familiar with 
the spiritual world, and the revelations which its 
denizens were even now pouring Into the ears of 
such as they found willing to receive the new 
light. Spiritualism, recognizing the God in all, 
was calculated to make men and women better 
associates In the walks of daily mortal existence, 
and to fit them for the superior companionships 
of the higher life. Let none despise the day of 
small things, nor sneer at the humble instrumen­
talities through which Modern Spiritualism came 
to the world, or through which mayhap it was 
still appealing to the minds of the masses. Sup­
pose it had made its advent in the pulpit, and 
among the ranks of the clergy? Why, we should 
have at once missed the force of the whole mat­
ter, and its appearance would have- been but the 
signal for the formation of another oligarchy in 
religion; but comingas it had, it brought forth 
a democracy of sentiment among men, instead; 
there was no spiritual oligarchy or aristocracy, 
but notably through the channel of the feeble in 
this world’s eyes—who had no brilliant reputa­
tions or desirable positions to lose through the 
step, and so were free to act where many of 
earth’s brightest intellects seemed bound and 
powerless—the light of this modern dispensation

had been evolved toeducate the people concerning 
the world of spiritual power, and its relations 
with onr own.

MEETING AT LOVELL’S GROVE.
On Sunday, Sept. 10th, Dr. H. F. Gardner con- 

‘'eluded his out-of-door meetings for the present 
season by an excursion to Lovell’s Grove, oppo­
site Quincy Point, Mass. The place Is nt easy 
distance from Boston by steamers. The voyage 
to and from the grounds was pleasantly made by 
the visitors, either as passengers on the “Stam- 
ford ” or the “ Massasoit.” and a goodly number 
attended the sessions nt the speakers’ stand, while 
yet others preferred to sit In tlie breezy arbors 
or look from the summit of the observatories 
upon tlie busy panorama of life spread out before, 
them in the winding river, filled with snowy sails 
the converging roads covered with dust-crowned 
teams, pressing onward toward Pine Point 
House, end the grove Itself, with its happy com- 
pany, who had come to bid farewell for awhile to 
this pleasant order of services, which was about 
to be supplanted by attendance on stated lectures 
in the various places of meeting afforded in Bos. 
ton and vicinity.

At an hour somewhat later than usual for the 
morning session, the meeting was called to order 
music by the band and brief remarks in opening 
by Dr. II. F. Gardner, prefacing tho address of 
Miss Lizzie Doten. She commenced her dis- 
course by reading an extract from the writings of 
Theodore Parker, wherein it was declared tliat 
wlien a man received a new truth which, as it 
were, took him by tlie hair of the head, lifting 
him up out of old ruts, and placing him on anoth- 
er foundation—when that truth was outwrought 
in his daily life, and developed in his every act, 
that man was full of God I lie was forced to do as 
he did, or to fall—bo was obliged to speak or die. 
To such a man resistance was nothing. Such as 
he were the men who moved the world, and for 
such, who were on the side of God, there was 
nothing to fear. Of such a nature, sho said, had 
been her experience. Shrinking from tlie gaze 
of the world, sho had yet been forced to yield to 
the power of a new truth with which she had 
been infilled, and over which she had no control, 
and for eighteen years she had stood before the 
public in advocacy of what had been so forcibly 
revealed to her soul. She proposed, on the pres­
ent occasion, to speak of

THE SPHINX’S RIDDLE.
Tlie Sphinx she described as a mythical being 

—supposed by the ancients to possess the body 
of a lion, and the head of a woman — who, 
according to the legend, stationed herself on a 
rock near Thebes and propounded to every pass­
er-by a riddle, putting to death all who failed to 
solve it. (Edinus on encountering her pas 
asked; “ Whnt being Is it.that has four feet, two 
feet and three feet,” and he answereiUhat it was 
man—who crept in babyhood, stood erect as he 
grew older, and found need for a staff to assist 
him in liis latter days.

Tills ancient tale was a symbol of man’s life, 
though, up to our day, the latter portion of the 
riddle had not been satisfactorily explained to 
tlie longing heart of humanity. Man, witli his 
three-fold nature, physical, intellectual and spir­
itual, whnt wns he ih the morning, tho noon, the 
evening of his days ? Does he prepare for a high­
er life by again becoming a child in his declining 
years ? Is this the end of man, wlio Is the grand 
fruition of the tree of being? We were all but 
little children, and were attaining to a small de­
gree of knowledge 'concerning the spiritual al­
phabet, but as the crystal—which advanced from 
a stationary condition in the mineral kingdom 
by the addition of a new, divine idea, and further 
progressed through vegetable nnd animal by tlio 
addition of other divine ideas, till it reached the 
culminating point in man—never forgot itself, 
so was it with us. Common table salt dissolved 
in water might be incapable of detection by the 
eye, but if the rays of the meridian sun fell upon it 
In their blinding heat and brightness, these salt 
crystals would bo again precipitated through the 
evaporation of tho water in which they were 
held in solution ; so we might be held in solution 
in society and its customs nnd demands, but at 
last the rays of the flaming; Sun of Truth, descend­
ing with searching power into the depths of the 
human mass, would bring out the crystals of our 
individuality.

People were ushered into existence as they 
were, criminals, wrong doers, or right doers; 
children were born ns they were,

**------- By a jaw that compels men to be, 
Born to conditions they could not foresee. ” 

They were born with all the innate tendencies 
arising from the circumstances which preceded 
their advent; they were not totally depraved, 
for all were parts of whnt was a perfect whole, 
though we could not understand it because wo 
lacked the power of Infinite sight, and even tlie 
prisoner would ns clearly fulfill his part, in tho 
great whole, as tlie just man his. The marked 
attributes which went to mnke up the sum of tho 
character of an individual, whether for good or 
the reverse, were the results of the planting, the 
seed time, tho growth in Nnture, which ultlmat-. 
ed in the harvest of individual being, which he 
was called upon to reap. Thus selfishness could 
be traced directly to that law of the atoms which 
taught them in tlie great laboratory of Nature to 
Industriously assimilate whatever was for their 
good, rejecting all else as of no uso in the pro- • 
cess of lifting themselves from lower to higher 
forms. Man was like what he had arisen from 
In function nnd nature; the first step in his 
growth, his infantile period, was taken in obedi­
ence to tho demands of the supremest selfishness; 
his animal nature was built up by drawing anil 
assimilating supplies from all around—it sought 
only to ent and sleep, all the while the process of 
its unfoldment going ceaselessly forward; and 
when he came to endeavor to rise from the first 
condition of tho Sphinx’s riddle—to transcend 
his merely animal nature with Its gross demands 
for the satisfaction of appetite, aud to rise up­
ward from his four feet and stand erect upon 
two, this was accomplished alike in obedience to 
the law of his being. The animal kingdom had 
the freedom of motion, while the mineral and 
vegetable had not; the child possessing this 
freedom developed It to a higher degree, and from 
creeping on all fours arose naturally to the act 
of walking with two feet, a condition of full- 
fledged manhood; and in obedience to another 
law which, linked witli assimilation, ruled in tho' 
lower orders of tlie animal kingdom, he proceeded 
to tho reproduction of his species. To this end 
Nature gave man-passion, which, if taken alone 
and untempered by tho mental and moral depart­
ments, recognized no law.
. But the fact to be considered was not alone that 
Nature incited to reproduction—the weighty re­
sponsibility was laid upon man to endeavor to 
produce more exalted and divine minds, because 
all had sprung from a divine source, and-the 
fountain would Inevitably rise to the level of its 
spring. Some might say, If this be true, and all 
things are bound to end rightly at last, why spend 
so much time in formulating creeds, in evolving 
theories, in outlining duties? and the answer 
would come that these were inevitably the neces­
sary steps, according to the action of the great 
law of progress, toward the ultimatlon of the 
best means for the revelation of truth. We were 
all but seeds scattered about by the Divine hand, 
the prescient prophets as well as the germ-sources 
of the harvest yet to be. Some of us had fallen 
upon the island ot earth, floating in the spaces 
of eether, and were here accomplishing results in 
obedience to the Jaw of our coming. Asin electri­
cal experiments, If the wire was thicker at some 
particular point in its length than at the rest of 
the line, the electricity would gather there and 
the wire would burn at that point with the lurid 
sparkles sent out by the force concentred, so in 
the great experiment of developing life, receptive 
souls, broadened to grander capacities than the 
mass, gave out the glory of poet, philosopher 
or statesman, that lit up the sombre faces of the 
nations; the power, however, was not of these. 
It was put Into them from the charged battery ol 
the Infinite, and continued only until they had 
received their full measure, and could carry no 
more as individuals. .

What was the second stage of our being, and 
what of it? The speaker was free to confess we 
did not know; who through this finite capacity 
with which we were at present gifted, could know 
all the results of our lives. The best plan was for 
every one to think and believe that there was a



SEPTEMBER 23, 1816.

IB

B

God who operated over and through all things ; 
<> but wlien we spoke of God, wo must not allow 

the term to carry with it tlie idea of body, parts 
mid passions, but rqlher of a spirit above all 
spirits, the soul of all souls, the great spring and 
source of life; a Father and Motlier God as well 
—for In our weakness wo needed tho soothing 
influence of tlie maternal element In Deity.

Tlie speaker then considered Hie Inst stage of 
our experiences. For what had we been living? 
Was the whole action of Hie human being cen­
tred in tlie facts of eating, drinking, sleeping 
and reproduction ? No I there were higher duties 
for us ; we were instinctively reaching out every­
where for beauty and harmony. In hours of 
quiet communion witli ourselves the inner force 
of our being spoke out to us, we recognized our­
selves to be in unison witli the great Infinite be­
yond us, nnd felt that we must bo destined to a 
continuation of existence when tho mantle of 
flesh fell down upon earth's dusty highway, and 
tlio soul plunged into tlie pure revivifying waters 
of eternnl life I With this great spirituni power 
within us wo cannot, we will not die. Death was 
only tlio closing of the eyes, and then the will 
power given us by the Infinite, this willpower 
which made mortal existence so beautiful around 
us, would exert itself, and the man, awakened to 
consciousness, would proceed on his new mission 
of spiritual life. We old not know tho capacities 
within us; tho spiritual forces In manv lay dor­
mant, awaiting tho shock of physical change to 
awaken them Into activity; we might know 
what we were at present, but could not conceive 
of what we might be In future. These latent 
powers were sometimes awakened in tho evening 
time of mortal life, even, as in Hie case of Swe­
denborg, whose inner vision was opened to a new 
revelation after he was fifty years of age. Some 
faint idea of these spiritual powers of man could 
be grasped by reference to the recorded phenom­
ena of " the double,” etc. And in man's latter 
stage of life, there came to him a conscious sense 
of a something Hint had not been developed In 
hls past experiences—It was a higher; moral, 
power. In the morning man (and the race too) 
cultivated the selfish faculties, in the noon of life 
he unfolded hls intellectual nature—veneration 
could be looked upon as the highest outreaching 
of man’s intellectual being while he lived on tho 
face of tlie enrth—nnd in Hie evening of Ills days 
lie caught sight of and in some cases developed 
hls inner nature, and found in its promises and 
Intuitions concerning n spirituni life to come, 
the stnff upon which Ids trembling steps could 
lenn as they neared the darksome valley of ma­
terial decay.

Love, purified by tho trials of earth, benevo­
lence seated in tbe very observatory of the brain 
and broadened by Hie knowledge of the inevita­
ble vicissitudes which life brought to all, were 
some of tho fruits wliicli came to man in Hie 
evening of hls days. The trials of existence were 
intended to strengthen man’s moral nature, so that 
when the storms of fate descended lie might blos­
som in security, even as tlie little Alpine rose, 
which, o’erbrooded by tlie tempest, spread out its 
tendrils and clutched firmly lo tho soil on the 
mountain’s crown.

Many people had. for a day or two past, looked 
anxiously up into Hie heavens at noon to see Hie 
planet Venus —a star nt midday. Some could 
see it; some, not having tlio requisite power of 
Vision, were forced to take tlio word of others as 
to the possibility of its being detected by tlio 
naked eye. How many sorrowing hearts were 
looking upward for Hie stars tliat had set on earth 
and melted into Hie glorious blue of the heavens. 
The poet had. said: “ Tlie dead are like Hie stars 
by day.” There were tliose around us, of ex­
ceptional powers, who claimed that they could 
seo our cherished ones, and who declared that 
they lived and loved us still; but^our spiritual 
Bight was too dim. We would nevertheless one 
day go ns they hnd gone, nnd pass from sight in­
to Hie glory that was beyond—a glory that some­
times stirred our hearts with n thrill of eternal 
joy, and made us feel that we were something 
more than we could express. Not one conscious 
existence was lost—all were to dwell with tlio 
Eternal Spirit of Life forevermore. Slie closed 
her address with nn original poem.

Dinner, was next in order, after wliicli Mrs. 
Suydam gave n successful demonstration of Iier 
niediumlstlc power over fire, Hie stance being 
much after tlie manner, as to details, ns that held 
ntShnwsheenoGroveon tbeprevIousSundny, nnd 
described in the Banner of Light for Sept. Oth. 
Tlio audience, though largo, maintained remark­
able quietude.,'

Dr. II. B. Storer closed tho day’s exercises by 
a brief discourse on the effects wrought upon Hie 
public mind by Modern Spiritualism since its 
advent, Hie different ideas concerning the spirit­
ual world which it had disseminated even among 
tlio churches, nnd the enlarged views of human 
destiny to wliicli it gave expression. He referred 
to tho conceit nnd prejudice existing nlike In 
theologians and scientific men toward tlie spirit­
ual philosophy and phenomena, and said experi­
ence proved that both of these orders of cultured 
minds were as totally ignorant of tliat which they 
were denouncing as the most unlettered in tlio 
land.

At the conclusion of liis remarks tlie band per­
formed a number ot excellent selections, and the 
departing steamers completed the work of the 
reduction of tlie numbers assembled, the last 
delegates leaving the grounds on Hie Stamford, 
for Boston.

The Boston Progressive Lyceum 
Highland Lake Grove.

[Reported for tho Banner of Light.]

brought the morning exercises to an end. Then 
strewn all over tills pleasant rocky grove were 
small plcnlclng groups, with varied refreshment's 
spread before them, In full enjoyment of all Hint 
Nature and art could bestow. Meanwhile the 
obliging and effective Band kept up a continual 
serenade that made the whole grove vocal with 
aerial symphonies.

Tlie afternoon’s programme was opened by 
Miss Lizzie Thompson rending "TheCreed of the 
Bells.” Dr. Samuel Grover followed with an 
original inspirational poem, entitled,' “Let us 
Worship,” and an invocation.

Dr. Jolin II. Currier, of Boston, then ascended 
tlio platform, taking for his text n motto in­
scribed on ono of the banners floating above 
him: “Salvation only through Progression.” 
In Ids remarks lie passed in review tlio an­
cient records of tho human race, adducing there­
from tho universal evidences of progression 
ns Hie great law underlying all developments of 
mankind. Every advancing stage was ono of 
salvation from error, ignorance and despair. 
True, tho records had been misread, and soul-' 
killing rtnfl God-abusing dogmas Had been foisted 
upon them ; nnd none perhaps had been more 
potent in soul-destruction than tlio figment of 
original sin, which tlie speaker energetically de­
nounced. Ho quoted from what are called 
“ heathen ” writers—such as Plato,- etc.—con­
trasting tlieir statements witli modern Christian 
writers such as Pollock, declaring it as his opin­
ion that the “heathen " were theologically more 
advanced than many Christians. The heathen 
did nt least sing of hope, while the Christian only 
muttered despair. Tliat was because tho religion 
of Jesus had Deen despoiled of Its beauty. Some 
good indeed there had been In all religions. All 
the inspirations and revelations of tlio past were 
sacred in so far as they unfolded tbe lite beyond 
and tho relations of the human soul to God. The 
inspirations of the present were more universal 
because the beauties of nature were more freely 
revealed in modern times. Added to tliose were 
tlie spiritual revelations that had come from tlie 
splrlt-world. With these combined, man now 
stood In no want of tho means of salvation. To 
e very soul heaven’s messengers had como, and in 
tlio spiritual unfoldings of tliat soul could human 
salvation alone bo obtained.

Mr. Henry C. Lull followed with an address on 
“God’s first Temple.” The great temple where­
in God was to be.found was all nature ; the altar 
of worship, all trutli; salvation, all lovo. He di­
lated on the inconsistencies of the churches, their 
man made temples with tlieir puerile creeds, nnd 
soul-and-body sickening influences. Health of 
soul and body was not to be found in tlie church­
es. Ho referred to his experience as a church- 
member, and at tlie time a devoted one, slipwing 
liow Ills efforts to save Ills soul in orthodox fashj 
ion liad periled Ills physical integrity. Tlie fear 
of God, the fear of damnation, tlio fear of tho 
devil, and the fear of oven himself, had acted like 
a poison on his brain and nervous system, coiii- 
ffetely prostrating liis entire physical organ Iza- 
Jon. Millions were in tills way, ho believed, 
hurried out of tho world, sickly tenants of tho 
spheres beyond. Spiritualism taught tliat God 
could best dwell in tlie purest temple, be it soul 
or body, and In Its teachings were to Iio found 
tlie truest guides to a happy immortality.

A sacred concert by tlie band tilled up tho re­
maining time. Most of tlie people remained in 
their seats, but very many, tempted by tlio re­
freshing breezes, wandered among tlie trees, still 
listening to tlio music. It is indeed almost Im­
possible to exaggerate the all-inspiring charm 
whicli the well-chosen and well-executed strains 
lied upon Sunday’s visitors to tlie grove. It was 
with regret tliat the people at last turned their 
faces to tlie railway and their backs upon tlie 
green avenues; but these gatherings will fondly 
live for long in pleasant memories.

AN AUTUMN LANDSCAPE.

UY EDWARD F. HAYWARD.

Tho reapers In tho valley, tho gleaners on Ihe hill, 
’M hi grains and grasses bending In airs so m»h and still; 
Tlie woods In purple distance, the sher-shlnlng stream, 
And haze that wraps about them thu halo ol a dr eam;
Tho sky far onward stretching, In reaches blue ami vast, 
While ships Heat silent o'er ll with lleecy sail and mast- 
Thu arpmaulsor domllnnd, that ply their summer quest 
Tu And Cho fleeces golden In the bright and ll.rmlng west;
Tho fields, so patient waiting tn the radiant autumn sun. 
Till crowned with fruitful garlands and wreaths so grandly 

won—
Tlirough fiery days of summer, through battling wind and 

rain,
They smile, and. peaceful, slumber in a dream of golden 

grain.
Tho homes, so calm and silent, thobarns, with open doors, 
And children, brown and mirthful, that play upon the 

floors.
While matrons at the threshold, with low and pensive 

glance,
Look out upon thu landscape as If they saw In trance;
Tho birds upon the uplands, thu merry meadow-birds, 
That cornu like sweet-voiced prophets, with hopeful, cheer­

ing words.
That tilt from tuft to hassock, and lightly sing ihe air 
From way-side rocksand fences, with minstrelsy ho rare. , 
Oh birds that sing in orchards. In meadows and on hills, 
That pipe to golden mornings In song that ever thrills, 
Once more yourvolces echo through thu chambers of my 

heart,
Where many a shadowy presence from tho darkness seems 

to start.
Till bright once more the sunlight Is playing o'er thp 

scene
Where I walk,-gay. and careless, with no long years be­

tween,
With throbbing heart of boyhood, tho boundless hope of 

youth,
Tho vision large and gracious, tho trust tn (Jud’s great 

truth.
Ahd is it dream, I wonder, this vision fair and free P
Is age more real than boyhood ? and can ll ever bo- 
Thu best tliat has lived in 113 ts not ourself to-day, 
Though seasons pass and Huger, am! the swift years flee 

away ?

fanner ^nmsponlitnfe
The Scioto Valley in Ohio.

Warren Chase writes : 1 iiave recently had the 
pleasure of resting for a few of tlie early autumn 
days at the fine old country mansion of Brother 
Kellenberger, who lias been a reader of tlie Ban­
ner since its foundation. Ills home Is located on 
a convenient elevation, nnd the land around- 
studded witli out buildings and shade trees, In­
terspersed witli fruit mid flowering shrubs — 
stretches away over tho flats to the river, con­
taining some four hundred acres of tlie richest of 
the Scioto bottom, long celebrated for its maize- 
producing qualities. In mid mound the house 
were to bo seen tho busy father und mother with 
four active, healthy girls and three boys. Plenty 
of horses, cattle, sheep, turkeys ami hens, and 
ninny luxuries that belong alone to the farmer, 
combined to fill in tlio pleasant picture of life. 
Here lust out of Hie range of tlie shadows from 
tho Chillicothe steeples, Spiritualism lives only 
among tlie better and most Intelligent citizens, 
while tlio masses no like sheep after tlie bell to 
tlie preacher’s call. I also spent a week with 
Brother Parcel (another reader of the Banner 
mid Investigator), whoso capacious farm is also 
in Hie rich valley, adjoining Hint of Ex-Governor 
Allen. I gave live lectures in Chillicbtho in tlie 
Opera Hall, where Bros. Denton and Forster 
had preceded me. I also found a sister of Thos. 
Gales Forster, a very intelligent mid devoted 
Spiritualist, and a brother of Mrs. Denton, more 
skeptical than she is, an M. D. on tlie war-path, 
skirmishing in tlie guerrilla line.

nt

Encouraged by the great success of the primary 
gathering on Sunday, Sept. 3d, and by tlie deep in­
terest manifested in tlie proceedings of tho Chil­
dren’s Lyceum, Mr. J. B. Hatch, Conductor of 
tho school, resolved to call another, and for this 
season tho last great meeting at Highland Lake 
Grove, on Sunday, Sept. 10th. Tho clear blue 
sky of tlie morning, with sun and moon both vis­
ible in the heavens, wooed tlie city dwellers away 
to behold Nature in her rural loveliness. Nor 
were they disappointed, for robing licrself with 
the tinted garments of early Autumn, she showed 
herself in all her beauty. Nor was this all. To 
Nature were added the allurements of musical 
art, vicing with the voices of the wind among the 
foliage. And yet more: voices from the spirit- 
world were to be heard sneaking through tlie lips 
of mortals to a truth-seeking humanity. Attrac­
tions these, sufficient indeed to call out such 
numbers as were willing to go in quest of the 
great Spirit of Nature, or to hold converse with 
the Immortals under the unroofed temple of the

. sk¥-
6 As on tho previous Sunday, the visitors from 

Boston were marshaled in procession, led by the- 
National Brass Band, Alonzo Bond, conductor. 
No fitter commencement of the day’s proceedings 
could there be than the strains of sweet music 
which floated through the grove and across the 
waters of tlie gently rippling lake.

Arrived at the Pavilion, waving banners, floral 
•decorations, and smiling faces were welcome 
greetings. The audience duly seated, Mr. J. B. 
Hatch made a few remarks on the object of the 
gathering, as partly to give the friends in the vi- 

■cinlty an opportunity of making an acquaintance 
with the Boston Lyceum, as well as to promote 
that union among Spiritualists which was as de­
sirable as it was useful and pleasant. He had 
endeavored to make these rural gatherings as so­
ciable, happy, and enjoyable as possible, without 
forgetting instruction and spiritual teachings. 
And he thanked the visitors who had attended 
In such numbers and thereby manifested their In­
terest in tlie Lyceum, for contributing so much to 
the success of these meetings.

“Nearer, my God, to theo” was sung by tho 
audience, the Band accompanying, and the evo­
lutions of the Lyceum were proceeded witli, 
comprising the banner march and the wing move­
ments. In tbe unavoidable absence of Mr. Union 
these were excellently conducted by two of the 
(Lyceum pupils—Miss Lizzie Thompson and Miss 
Belen M. Dill. The precision of their command 

•spoke well for the efficiency of the system.
An effectlvereadlng by Miss Lizzie Thompson

Note from Dr. Crowell.
To tho Editor of the Banner of Light:

Seeing that by sonic Inadvertence my name lias 
been used in connection witli, those of the able 
and earnest originators of' the late movement In 
Philadelphia, looking to a national organization 
of Spiritualists, 1 regard it as my duty, both to 
my friends nnd myself, to say, that although I 
consider all such movements as justifiable, and 
in respect to tlie knowledge gained perhaps prof­
itable, yet after a prolonged and most careful 
consideration of tlio question I am decidedly of 
the opinion that the spirit-world, whicli has our 
cause in Its keeping nnd guidance, is averse to 
nny general organization, and I am compelled to 
believe tliat all attempts in this direction aro des­
tined to result In failure.

At ono time—a year or two since—I conceived 
it possible that a simple declaration of principles 
might bo advantageous, and corresponded witli 
some of our ablest Spiritualists upon tlie subject, 
and this resulted in convincing mo tliat the di- 
vergence of opinion upon many important points 
was so great tliat tho necessary degree of una­
nimity was not attainable, and that even this 
step, if attempted', would result in failure, and 
tliat tho only effect would bo to array our differ­
ences of opinion in open antagonism, instead of 
modifying or lessening them, and I was Impelled 
to the conviction tliat it is our duty to tlie best 
interests of our cause to abandon all attempts to 
accomplish any useful purpose by united, organ­
ized action, baton tho contrary to leave the work 
of disseminating our trutlis to individual action 
nnd effort, under the direction of the unseen 
powers Hint have thus far so ably and success­
fully guided and directed tlio work.

All my reflection and observation have con­
firmed this view, and although open to any and 
all new light which may possibly modify of 
change these views, yet to-day I stand convinced 
tliat tho best course for us to pursue is tliat 
which lias heretofore been pursued, and for each 
individual to prosecute tho work at hand) leaving 
tlio results witli God and the spirit-world, in en­
tire confidence that our labors will bo crowned 
with success in tho proportion that they arc well 
and earnestly directed ; and tliat tho aggregate 
of our labors will in tho future bo blessed, even 
in a greater degree than in tlio past, wo sliould 
never for a moment doubt.

I do not consider it necessary to hero fully dis­
cuss tlie question of organization, my only object 
being to set myself right on the record, leaving it 
for tlie many able and true friends of the cause 
who differ with mo to pursue their course, witli 
my best wishes that their efforts—if tho success 
of these prove them to be in the right—may be 
abundantly rewarded. Eugene Chowell.

Brooklyn, N. K, Sept. 11, 1876.

at some of whicli I was called upon to act as n 
speaker. Warren Chase has of late been a guest 
nt my home. Then1 are a great ninny half-way 
Spiritualists In this city, ami Hie Rev. Henry D. 
Moore preaches to about two thousand of them 
every Sunday, in Robinson’s Opera House. Mrs. 
Anna Carver also lectures in a small hall every 
Sunday nt three r. m., and n meeting is Imhl each 
Sunday evening In Fulton Hall, in tills city. We 
expect Mrs. Ii. Morse here In October ; herself ami 
daughter are to attend tlm winter session of the 
American Health College. Mrs. Dr. Cutter and 
some other lecturers arc also expecting to join In 
the winter session, and wu hope to use them for 
Hie public good.

New York.
NEW YORK CITY.—William Wiggin writes, 

Sept. Kith : C. Fannie Allyn, who isjiow speak­
ing for tlio First Association of .Spiritualists, 
which meets nt the Harvard Rooms, lias large, 
attentive, nnd appreciative audiences. Her lec­
tures, tint subjects of which are selected by the 
audience, are very nblv discussed, mid they please 
her hearers, judging by the applause that they 
elicit. Evidently her guides do not think that 
Clnlstlnnity, ns now interpreted mill practiced, Is 
a suitable religion for tlie nineteenth century.

New JerNvy.
A NCOR A.—A correspondent writes thnt Frank 

T. Ripley, having recovered from a severe illness, 
luw removed from Baltimore, Mil., and taken up 
hls quarters tn the above named town. Tlie tests 
of spirit presence afforded through the organism 
of Mr. Ripley me represented as giving general 
satisfaction. He expects to remain In Aneora 
till the latter pint of November. It Is rumored 
thill he Is being developed as a medium for mate­
rialization in the light.

MllNNllCllIINetiN.
WORCESTER.-W. L. Jaclf, M. I)., writing 

from tills place makes a good showing for tlie 
cause. He desires to return hls thanks to tlie 
Spiritualists In that vicinity for the cordial wel­
come with which lie was received In their midst.

I Cnlifornitt.
LOS ANGELES.—Thomas A. Garey writes in 

terms of tlie strongest commendation concerning 
tho work accomplished while in thii-placo by 
Mrs. E. L. Watson, and enclosing an Inspira­
tional poem delivered by her, concerning u sad 
experience wliicli himself and family were colled 
to meet with in tlie pliysical departure of hls 
loved daughters, Annie Bella (nged three years), 
and Mary Julia (seventeen years). The poem 
will be found on our second page. Mr. Garey 
and family arc assured of the. continued exist­
ence of those tliey so fondly cherished, tlirough 
the fact that the spirits of these children fre­
quently materialize under test conditions in their 
presence in tlie “spirit parlor’’wliicli Brother 
G. has prepared and set apart for cabinet uses in 
ills own house. In concluding Mr. Garey says: 
“God bless tho honest, true mediums of our land 
—tho connecting links between tlie two worlds, 
the seen and the unseen—the great redeemers of 
earth from the thralldom of error mid priestly 
delusion. May tliey bo multiplied in number 
until each hungering soul of earth may be filled 
with tlie food of knowledge and truth.’'’

WEST OAKLAND.-A. M. Stoddard writes : 
“Tho conditions now existing on tlio western 
slope seem to be just right for tlio development of 
Spiritualism, It is my opinion tliat a good medi­
um for the phase of materialization would by 
coming to Oakland reap a golden harvest. Will 
some such write to ine on tho'subject ? ”

The Convention at North Collins, N. Y.
The twenty-first annual meeting of thp friends of human 

progress of North Collins, closed on. Bunday, Sept. 3d, 
1876, with a large and Intelligent audience. This meeting 
was a success in every respect. No one point 3 failure. 
The speaking was of the highest order of human thought, 
blended with tho inspiration of many good spirits. The 
officers were all present and promptly in their places, 
maintaining order, and harmony prevailed through the 
meeting, thus fully establishing the fact that the spirit­
ualists of Western New York can maintain free speech 
and a free platform with order, system and harmony.

The meeting was called to order by George W. Taylor, 
President, atzr. m., Friday, Sept. 1st, who made a brier 
and appropriate opening address, bong by B. A. Beals, of 
Versailles, entitled. ‘‘The People’s Advent.” Short 
Speeches by Messrs. Whipple. Stebbins and Baldwin. After 
a song by Sirs. Gorton, or Friendship, meeting adjourned.

Saturday Alorninp.— Meeting called toordera&lO A. m. 
Conference one hour. Music by Mrs. Gorton, AV Sweet 
Spirit, hear my Prayer,” after which addresses by Messrs. 
Whipple, Stebbins and Tousey. Song by Mr. Tuttle, of 
Randolph.

Afternoon,— bong by Mrs. Gorton. Mrs. Watson was 
then introduced, and In a trance condition addressed the 
meeting, stating plain truths in a charming and easy man­
ner. Reading of a poem by G. B. Stebbins. Adjourned. ’

Sunday Morning,—Music by Mrs. Gorton. Conference. 
Song by Mrs. Gorton, “When tbe Mists have Cleared 
Away.* Prof. Whipple followed, addressing the audi­
ence on the Darwinian theory. Bong by Mr. Beals, “The 

-World would be tbe Better for it.” Mr. Beals then made 
abrlefand earnest speech. “Tho Beautiful Hills” was 
then sung by Mr. Beals and Mrs. Gorton.

Sunday Afternoon.—About five thousand persons pres­
ent. Session opened with conference. Bong by Mr. Beals. 
Giles B. Stebbins addressed the audience in bls usual 
happy and pleasing style. Music. Mrs. Watson then ad­
dressed the meeting. Adjourned. All acknowledged that 
we had had “allow of soul and a feast of reason.” All 
did their whole duty, and spoke brave and noble words 
for humanity and progress; M. E. Brown, Sec'y.

t3F Every careful, observing student of Mod­
ern Spiritualism knows that the invisible intelli­
gence that holds supervision of the movement 
has thus far thwarted every attempt, in the 
least degree, to sectarlanize It,—Selig io. Philo- 
tophical Journal.

IN
The Truth Spoken in Love.

A GREAT CAUSE ACTION 1H THE HIGHEST
ELOQUENCE. ,

For two years tlie proposal to convert the Bel­
videre Seminary into a college, In the interest of 
a more liberal system of education, has been 
before the Spiritualists anil other uusectarliiu 
classes of our American society. These people 
— swift to fiml fault with the institutions al­
ready established liy others nt a cost of hun­
dreds of millions of dollars—have as yet founded 
no school of their own ; nnd today there is not 
a single institution of learning ini this con­
tinent tliat either respects their principles or 
offers’a helping hand to lift (lie coming genera­
tions up out of the old grooves of depraved cus­
tom nml mythological superstition, .shall we de­
pend upon the Inhabitants of another world for 
all the elements of progress in this? And are 
we so weak and Irresolute that we ciin do noth­
ing to help ourselves, mid guide mankind out of 
darkness and tlie groveling life of popular male- 
rlallsm?

When the proposal was made to endow one in­
stitution tliat should Im so constituted ns to lair- 
ly represent the large, interests of the great mill- 
tltude, bound hy no creed and known liy no see- 
tiirian name, It was only fair to presume that the 
proposition would meet with favor. Many said 
It was a wise tiling,’and sliould be done with tho

lowu*
DECORAH. — A lady correspondent, in Hie 

course of a letter .renewing iier subscription, 
hopes tliat amid Hie present furore for pliysical 
manifestations, Spiritualists and mediums alike 
will not forget nor neglect tho cultivation of the 
mental phenomena.

OSCEOLA.—L. Perkins writes: “ I trust to 
be able to receive your valuable paper until I 
make the change to spiritual life. During the 
past two years no correct estimate can be formed 
of the amount of valuable service Hie single copy 
of the Banner received by mo lias consummated 
In our town ; many of the most worthy citizens 
have derived great pleasure in readihg it, and 1 
trust at an early day a large number will possess 
sufficient independence of action to allow their 
names to vbo upon your subscription books. As 
a favorable index to sucli a result, allow me to 
state that Mr.TI. W. Beckett, a worthy and dis­
tinguished citizen of our town, has obtained sev-. 
enty-five names (many of our most prominent 
men) to a petition soliciting J. M. Peebles, the 
great apostle of the spiritual cause, to give a 
course of twelve lectures in our place, commencing 
tlie 9lh of November next. Tlio Increasing zeal 
and Interest manifested to enjoy tho anticipated 
entertainment affords to all friends of tlie cause 
the flattering hope that Spiritualism will receive 
a new Incentive to Its growth in Osceola,<and 
many of those possessing doubtful opinions rela­
tive to tlio subject of their immortality, will be 
permitted to answer In the affirmative that Im­
portant question, 'If a man die, shall ho live 
again*? ’

With every expression Hint can afford evidence 
to the hlgli and just appreciation I entertain for 
tlie cause, and for that zeal and fidelity you give 
in its support, I desire to extend my most grate­
ful acknowledgment.”

Vermont.
WEST FAIRLEE.-J. H. P. Guild writes 

Sept. 11th : A little of tlio sunshine of truth oc­
casionally gleams among our hills and warms 
the hearts of our people. Miss Anne Hinman, 
of Connecticut, has just given us one of her stir­
ring and able lectures. She fearlessly assailed 
the errors of Christianity and its theological dog­
mas, sustaining her position with marked effect. 
She contrasted Spiritualism with the cramping, 
soul-stultifying doctrine advanced by the Church, 
in such a clear manner that her hearers could 
hardly fail to appreciate tho truthfulness, beauty 
and value of the Spiritual Philosophy. The peo­
ple here need more such light-diffusing'lectures.

tho academic course,'next presented hhn»e1f at Ihe doors 
of Hart mouth College, having made hls way thither, as 
usual, on foot. After pursuing the collegiate course for 1 
one iear, supporting himself by cobbling the shoes of. hls 
fellov-stmlcnls u bile they were at their amusements, and 
by teaching wInter >chools, he determined on the study uf 
medicine under the tuition of the distinguished Dr. Muz- 
zey, thena Pio(rs>or In the College, Doling this time, 
all hls joiirnep, whether to visit hls parents at their dis­
tant home, dyilng" vacation, <»r lo reach thu scene of hls 
pedagogic labors, were pci formed mt font—on one occasion 
the distance traversed amounting to about :tV) miles.

Obtaining hls diploma as a physician. Dr. Haskel! com­
menced practice at EaM Cambridge, Mass., but soon after 
removed to Ashby In tlie same State. After a few years 
of moderately successful practice In New England, during 
which he was an active laborer in tlm temp rance and other 
reforms, he concluded tn try hls fortunes in what was then 
Hie far West. Locating at Upper Alton, HI., on the Mis-

became active In promoting various public movements. 
Hu assisted'In founding Shin Ueli College at tliat place,

<•<1 the rivet Ion of Ils first loilhflitgs.

Rm'Monl in the muhu Stair.

Urie be coininmrrd thing In a !<»g cabin, built Ihe first

Hockford. He thus became hlrntHird with the growth of 
this rising city, and contributed latgely to Ils public Insti- 
thtlmm atfd rntri prises.

Bring a devoted lover of llorllcultmc and Floriculture,

vancemcuL Tho . .... I Moro of tiro, >. Haskell A Co., of 
Rockford, founded tinder hls auspices and now ronduetetl 
by hls son. Is by far the most extensive establishment of 
the kind west of the Alleghany mountains.

Hr. Haskell was a man of earnest religious convictions,

Church did not supply. About this time hhattention was 
called t<J modern spIrlt-manlfestatlous, then p^t begin­
ning to attract the mdlrr of the world. Ilebrramean 
earnest, prayerful Investigator, and. In a short time, a
folly ronllniH'd brllcvrr. I'SMil that prruliaiHy
of organism (lacked by many InvMlgatoiM which tender-

publication, at Rockford,

drugs, on* the whole, did more harm than good, and he 
conscientiously abandoned thept art Ice.

Lite, load Its ii!ifuldhig< rotild hr fully taught and ap-

To tin* founding of an Institution for this purpose.

life.

least possible delay. Noone objected to the pro­
posed location, whicli embraced the most essen­
tial conditions of health; remarkable freedom 
from all unpleasant associations and corrupting 
Inlluenees ; convenience in respect to geographi­
cal position, and its relations to the two most 
populous cities in the'country ; and all the at­
tractions of a temperate climate and Hie most 
beautiful, natural scenery.

It was of course readily admitted tliat we ought 
to have a school, very mueh better and more lib­
eral than any in ( lie country. No one questioned 
the propriety of the proposition ; nor did any one 
disapprove of either the location or character 
of the Belvidere Seminary. It was generally 
known that its Principals, Professors nnd Teach­
ers were ajl, thoroughly imbued witli a spirit of 
freedom a'nd tlie love of progress In the largest 
mid best sense of the terms. And yet to this 
hour nothing has been done to realize Hie pro­
posal to endow Hie Seminary. While the reli 
gious sects nre investing millions annually do 
found colleges and universities in every part of 
tlie country, our people are still idle and indiffer­
ent In respect, to all similar enterprises. Tliey 
appear to be deaf to the most cogent appeals; 
they- close their palms mid hold on to tlieir 
money witli a most unspiritmil tenacity. Nota 
man or woman of all our boasted ten millions of 
believers lias as. yet expressed a willingness to 
furnish tho first thousand dollars for this most 
Imporlantobjeet. Are we a sincere people? Have 
we any serious purpose In this world'? If so, 
what Is it, and cun it ever lie realized by this 
thoughtless Indifference mid ihnsterly Inactivity?

It appears to Im a very easy matter to gather a 
great assembly of from five to ten thousand per­
sons In some pleasant place, to enjoy something 
like n holiday entertainment; lint no one is pre. 
pared for any serious work, or personal self-sac­
rifice, even wlien the proposal not only involves 
our reputation for consistency, liberality, and 
justice, before Hie world, but the highest mid ho­
liest interests of a great trutli and the weal of 
the common humunity. A single Orthodox con- 
gregution of not more Hinn one thousand people 
will often contribute al once twenty or thirty 
thousand dollars to pay off a chureh debt, or to 
endow a'theological professorship in some col- 
lege. This may be the easy task of half an hour. 
Ten thousand dollars cun be raised to send the 
minister to Europe, or perliups fifty thousand to 
defend ills character nt home. But we (Splrltu- 
nlists) nre a very economical people, and never 
squander our money after such a fashion. This 
fact is illustrated in our dally experience, and ll 
found emphatic expression the oilier day in 
Massachusetts. After a forcible and eloquent 
appeal in behalf of Belvidere Seminary—made 
by Professor Denton to mi assembly estimated to 
number scrcn or eight thousand persons—o. collec­
tion was taken up wliicli amounted to almost 
forty dollars—about fire mills or half a cent per 
capita! Figures iiave'a reputation for veracity, 
and we will not attempt to demoralize them by 
concealing Hie unpleasant truths they are made 
to express.

Tlie season has at length arrived for Hie open­
ing of tlie autumn term of Hie Belvidere Semi­
nary, and all who really have its interests at 
heart will use their efforts to Increase Hie meas­
ure of Ils patronage. J f Spiritualists are not will­
ing to liberally endow tliis institution, to tlieir 
own honor and for the public welfare, will not 
those at least who have sons and daughters to 
educate have the good sense and grace to patron­
ize their own school instead of going further 
and faring worse ? -, S. B. Brittan.

. Ohio.
TIFFIN. — Wm. C. Hedges writes thnt ho 

should be pleased'to have a good healing medium 
come and remain in ills family for a while. Fie 
thinks that some good, work might be accom­
plished in that town and vicinity.

CINCINNATI.—J. B. Campbell writes: Spir­
itual grove meetings have been quite common 
this Beason. I have attended several good ones,

n]
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now stands the enterprising ell v of Emporia; hut the prev­
alence of thu “ Border IliHllan War’’ picvented thu carry-

ready established at llaimtmla, near Bailie I’reck, Mich., 
and here he expended a large amount of iu"ans. But he

pend It. ~ ,
He next went to Vineland, N. J., with the same abject 

In view*, but not meeting wljh Ihe en< ouiag-*inenl Ihviu

(now called Aurora) as Ihr silt1 of Ids futureppera-

In harmony with hls gland idea, would speedliy be gath-

Jected Institution be secured. But In this he was sadly dis-

iMaand Liberals was not received: hls own fortune was 
expended In unproductive Investments, and hls noble alm

The ii>i:a, however, which hr so long labored to actual-

and colleges from which srctailan teachings are excluded,

while tin* curriculum of exercises in many lias been largely 
broadened and practlcaHzeil. .Then? Is room, nevei theirs*!, 
for further progress, There arc branches of the Set emt. 
or Lite, of tlie utmost Importance to human weal—In­
cluding almost the whole field of practical truth which 
Modern Spiritualism has brought Into view -to which no

such as projected by our

Dr, 1 I:iMci.*H'h Interest In this matter, notwithstanding 
Ills many disappointments, continued unabated to hit 
closing hours, I trust hls emancipated but not wholly de­
parted spirit will at no distant day “sceuf the travail of
hlssoul, and be sallMled.”

Dr. IL, previous lu laying aside Ihe body, gave foil di­
rections ns to Its burial and the funeral exercises mi tlie 
occasion. He wished lil.s remains to be placed In a plain 
pine coffin. without ornament of any kind-as an exam­
ple, he said, to tlie pour, who can not, afford the useless ex­
penses commonly Indulged In on such occasions lie asked 
that the funeral exercises Mmtild be of the simplest charac­
ter, without show or parade*—the singingot a hymn, ex­
pressive of Jov at the spines release, with such remarks 
asanrof the friends present might le-l moved to make;

bery which weiehls favorites hi llfe-the only Thonument 
to t»e a choice fruit-tree planted over the grave.

May hls freed spirit be often with us, lu prompt us lo 
equally unselfish and noble lives. A. E. ‘N.

Ancora, N../,, J up. Mlh, is"n.

PUBLIC MEETINGS, ETC
Convention in MinncNohi.

The Ninth Annual Convention of the Minnesota Statu 
Association of Spiritualists will be hehl at Han I mid's Hall. 
In the city of M InneaiiolH. on the titlt, 7th and 8th days of 
October. Rev. Samuel Watson, Rev. A. J. Fallback, and 
S. S, .Jones, are expected as speakers. Dr. .1 urkett. of St. 
Charles. HI., will be present to hold sA.iijces and labor 
generally for the good of thecau^e. Home talent will bu 
duly recognized, ami paid according to the means that may 
beat command. A cordial Invitation Is extended to all 
liberal minded people to meet with us and the angels, ami 
help makuour meeting a “ feast ut reason nml How of soul.” 
Ami now, brothers and sisters. It I* for you to make our 
coming together a success. Speakers from abroad must 
be paid, and home talent should tie. and it Is for you to sue 
that tho means to do so are not wanting. Arrangements 
are being made with the hotels for reduced fare. It twlng 
the week of the State fair, railroad tickets will be good fur 
both meetings. Grouge Walker, Secretary.

Stillwater, Aug.^th, 1876.
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Obituary.
Passed to splrit-llfe, at Aurora, N. J., Aug.

Gkohob Haskell, M. !>., aged77years. -
Mill,

The demise of this venerable brother and pioneer laborer 
In the cause of Spiritualism calls for more than the usual 
passing notice. Dr. Haskell was born bi Harvard, Mass., 
In 1709. When four years of ago bls parents removed with 
him to Waterford, Me., where hls youth was spent on hls 
father's farm, with only such limited means of education 
as a backwoods town at that day afforded. He, however, 
had an Insatiable thirst for knowledge, which prompted 
him to aval! himself of all means of Improvement within 
hls reach. Ills parents being poor, he never had so much 
as a dime to spend for any purpose that ho did not earn 
with hls own hands. He managed, however, while a 
youth, to purchase a share In tho town library, and mas­
tered its contents by fire-light; and, by taking lessons of a 
country parson, succeeded hi fitting himself to teach a vil­
lage school at tho age of 20.

Boon after becoming of age, ho took all hls worldly 
effects in a small bundle and started on foot for Exeter, 
N. H., Mrampof one hundred miles through tho mud of 
spring, and here he sought and obtained admission into 
the famous academy at that place. He paid hls way main­
ly by work on tho shoemaker’s bench; and, on completing

Quarterly Convention.
Tho next Quarterly Convention of tho Vermont State 

Spiritualist Association will Im hehl at FelchvHle, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. Sept. 29th. 30th, nnd Oct. 1st, Good 
accommodations at the Hotel, $1.00 per day. The usual 
number of Slate speakers will be expected to he present. 
Also some from out of the Stale. EclchvlHe Is a plensiVm 
village, and situated about seven miles from the Rutland 
and Burlington railroad. Passengers will leave the cars at 
Gassett’s Station, where carriages will be In readiness to 
convey them to the Convention. Half fare over tho rail- 
road.- and the stages. A cordial Invitation extended to all.

Per order: A. E. Stanley, Sec'y,
Leicester, Vt., Aug. 23th, l^G.

Convention In Wl»con»|n.
ThojNorthcru Wisconsin Spiritual conference will con­

vene In Omro. Win., on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 29th 
ami 30th. and Sunday. Oct, 1st. 1876. Speakers al ready en- 
Raged: Capt. H. H. Brown of Iowa, and Mrs. Dr. «L IL 
Severance of Milwaukee. Other speakers expected. A 
good time anticipated. Meals served In the hall. Officers 
for the ensuing year will be elected at this meeting. Let 
all Spiritualists ami Llberalhts turn out. remembering wo 
make no failures* In meetings held hi Omm. Efforts are 
being made lo secure tho attendance uf Mrs. Blair, tbo 
Bpim-artlst. • Dn. J. C. Fhilmi'*.

SecfNorthern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference,

The Eleventh Annunl Convention
Of tho Connecticut Association of Spiritualists will be held 
at West Meriden. Friday. Sept. 29:h, opening at loo'clock, 
and continuing through one da) only. The morning ses­
sion will convenuror thu election of linkers for the year en­
suing. and such other business as may come before It. 
Tho remaining sessions will be devoted to lectures. Good 
speakers aro engaged. . ,

E. Anns Hinman, Preiideni.
L. JlODtMSON, Seerdary.
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To Kooll-I’UrellHMTN.
W<- i. -p. Hhilly call the attention of the read­

ing public' lo the large -took of Spiritual, Ke- 
tormatorj and Mi-celhineous Works which we 
keep on -ale at the Bassh.h or Light Book- ' 
siour. ^louud Hour ot building No. U Montgoiu- | 
err I'lace, eurnerof Province •Jreet, Boston, Mil". I

Having recently purchased the stock in trade ; 
at Amhik" J v k~ux Davis's Puoguessivh i 
Book-hhie, New York City, we are now pre-J 
pared to till orders for such books, pamphlets, 
etc., as leave appeared by name in his catalogue, 
and hope to hear from the friends in all parts of 
the world. -r

Weare prepared to forward any of the publica­
tion! of Hie (look Trade at usual rates. Were- 
sportfully decline all business operations looking 
to tlie sale of Book* on commission. Send for jl 
fret* Catalogue of our Publications.

Col.uy kV Run.

<#• (a •|ti.»uhkrro«ic:i<« Hanner or light, rare « »h mb I 
%? Ukuh h» IhtihrHhli b-tucen editorial articles anil the 
ronmLui.h V.h'hn (rt»n<li‘iiM«<| or ntht’rwhe) «d rnrresponi!* 
uuw. tin uolmui^ nre open for the expression of Impel* 
so.;d fro<«’hoiiitht; *<ut we ranruH undertake to endorse th»- 
ynrlc! Mireles of opinion to whlrh our correspondents give 
uitrnme,..

Sanner of ^t(|H
BOSTON, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1876.

rrBMIlTfON OFFICE AND BOOI4NTOHK, 
No. 0 llonttcomvry Finer, rornrf’ of Province

MrrrC (Lower Floor).

M.r\l» Ct‘K rm: HA?. 5 ER 1 N/ M.W YiGlK.
THE A MELL \N X EW> CoM |‘A N Y. 11‘» NAbSA F ST.

<* <» r ii r *v k r <• n,
l ( Hl.i-HER* ANO RRol'KlKTUR-.

I.rruin <’«>i by ...........................Epitgr.
Ha v i:. Ku ii.............. ....Bi -ink>- Manager.

•i-LHten an.I cmntniinlcutlohK Appertaining .to the 
E'IHmLil 1 n-p;u t to-’ht of I hH paper .should he addressed to 
LrniER-’’H.m ; .uni all Hvsinknn Letters to Isaac 
B. Kimi, Hannku or Light ITbi.ishing Hook. Boh* 
ms. Ma>>.

“ While' ue u-rogni/e no man a* master, and take no book 
as anuneijlhg nut lenity, «e nn^t cordially accept all great 
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Sir. < nrtis’N Itejobuler.
In the August number of Harper's Magazine 

,Mr. <1. W. Curtis, who lias earned nn honorable 
fame as an author and a critic, took up tlie sub­
ject of SpiritmilBinnnd ridiculed tho alleged plie- 

■ noniena as-liei»g, lor the most part, such a.s eouhl 
be duplicated, without nny preterhuman or nb- 
normal nld, by Mr W. 1. Bishop, a pretended 
“ exposer." In the Hanner of July 2!Hh we an­
swered Mr. Curtis's objections, nt some length ; 

. nnd in Hie " Easy Chair” department of the Oc­
tober number of Harper's Magazine lie has a re­
joinder, In which be renews his attempt to throw 
discredit on tlie facts that have led so many per­
sons to believe either in the operation of an un­
known psychic force, or ili|the direct agency of 
spirits that were once the mortal and human In- 
habitants of this earth.

We fear tliat Mr. Curtis, busy ninn Hint lie Is, 
accomplishing' so much ns lecturer, political 
speaker, editor, essayist, and critic, lias been to. 
tally unable to give to the great subject which ha 
here undertakes to handle, that study ami reflec­
tion which it's importance demands'. What would 
be said of the casuist who should attempt to dis­
parage'the good sense of believers in a Cod liy 
an argument like tlie following?

"Our amazement remnlns unabated Hint phe­
nomena many of which are so apparently use­
less—such a.s eiirthiiiiake.s, floods, venomous rep- 
tiles, mad dogs, pestilential swamps, the 'potato 
rot, loathsome diseases, Ac.—nil of them in their 
moral and iiitellectiial aspects so wantonly cruel 
and stupid—should evidently satisfy many hon­
est and intelligent persons as conclusive proof of 
the existence of a Cod."

What would besaid of the propriety of such nn 
attack upon the holders of the theistic theory? 
Yet notone whit fairer or more appropriate is tlie 
attempt of Mr. Curtis to throw reproach upon 
Spiritualists because of tlie ollences committed 
In tlie name of Spiritualism, or because of the 
obscure and puzzling questions which it de­
velops. Here is what lie says :

“ lint tlie Easy Chair's amazement remains 
unabated Hint performances mnny of which nre. 
so evidently vulgar Impostures, and others of 
which, if apparently Inexplicable, are no more 
so than many professed juggleries, and all of 
which, so far as some careful reading upon the, 
subject shows, arc, In their moral and Intellect- 

i' uni aspects, so essentially trivial, should evident­
ly satisfy many honest and intelligent persons as 
conclusive proofs of the existence of a spiritual 
world.”

Premises and conclusion, nil here is cither un­
just or fallacious. We put it to tlie writer, Is it 
fair to assume tliat tho “evident vulgar impos­
tures" in a large body of supposed phenomenn, 
physical and mental, nre those on which a clear­
headed Investigator bases his convictions? Is 
not tlie honest, intelligent Spiritualist quite as 
anxious ns you or nny one else can be,to bar out 
Imposture? And where the imposture is “evi­
dent," is it quite fair to assume tliat lie Is Im­
becile enough to embrace it?

Mnny of tlie " performances,” you tell us, arc 
impostures. Well, what if tliey are? Doyon 
wish to hnve the world suppose that therefore all 
our "performances” (ns, inyourpre-judgmentof 
the question, you politely cnll our phenomena) 
are Impostures? Suppose there is a single thor­
oughly attested fact and a hundred or a hundred 
thousand attempts to Imitate it by fraud : Is the 
fact weakened by the impostures? Yet such is 
the impression which your language would give.

If Mr. Curtis's “careful reading” has led him 
to believe that all the phenomena, “ In their moral 
and intellectual aspects,” are “essentially triv­
ial,” then he muslt have been very unfortunate 
in his selection of both the narrative and didactic 
portions of the literature of Spiritualism. Ac­
counts of phenomena of the most impressive 
character are on record ; and some of the direct 
teachings of supposed spirits aro of a kind the 
most elevating and suggestive. There is much 
that Is vulgar and commonplace In communica­
tions from spirits, just as there Is In those from 
mortals. And wherefore not, If the spirit-world 
gets Its supplies from this? Why should not the 
“unprogressed" be a large majority there as 
well as here.?

Spiritualism includes a vast complex body of 
phenomena. Some of them maybe imitated (not 
duplicated in the name way) by a juggler or a 
gymnast; some of them may be of a low and 
trivial character. But to assume that we base 
our belief in the high and Inexplicable phenom­
ena merely on those that may be Imitated, or that 
are fraudulent or trivial, is hardly a fair suppo­
sition.

A certain Mr. Flint, of New York, professes to 
be a writing medium. He gets into trouble with

such trivialities as a Flint could fraudulently Im- 
poic on credulous dupes. Let us not bo told, 
then, by our antagonists, when prominent men 
of science shall admit (as some of them have be- 

' gun to do) the Important anil inexplicable char­
acter of our phenomena, “ Wc do not reject your 
phenomena, but your theory”! For the last 
twenty-eight years Spiritualists have been say­
ing to their opponents, " We care not how you 
explain them, but what we demand of you Is the 
recognition of our facts.” In his history of Spir­
itualism, entitled " Planehette, or the Despair of 
Science,” tlie first edition of which was published 
in 1808, Mr. Epes Sargent remarks as follows:

"Here for twenty years have the Spiritualists 
been proclaiming certain facts and phenomena, 
which they have called upon the wants to Inves­
tigate. The hypothesis as to tlie origin of these 
phenomena, whether mundane or ultra-mun­
dane, lias nothing to do with the facts them­
selves. A man who lias seen Mr. Home lifted to 
the ceiling may believe it was done by a spirit, 
or by a latent force either In the individual him­
self, or in the surrounding spectators. All that 
Spiritualists have said has been, ‘Come and see 
the fact, and explain it then as you please. But 
do not denounce us as dupes and fanatics for be­
lieving the testimony of our senses.’ . . . If an 
hypothesis is adequate to the desired result, what 
absurdity to denounce a man for using it ns a 
temporary scaffolding on which to mount I”

The only vital question, therefore, between 
Mr. Curtis and ourselves Is, “Do the phenomena 
occur as claimed?" Whether Mr. Flint con­
cocts letters and passes them off on credulous 
persons ns genuine spirit productions, or wheth­
er two so-enlled mediums impose their own un­
aided productions ns the work of spirits on the 
renders of the Banner, nre impertinent and un­
profitable side-Issues, and have no bearing what­
ever on the one question, pure and simple, Do 
certain asserted phenomena actually take place 7

For Mr. Curtis to mix up frauds with facts, de­
lusions with real occurrences, petty and imitable 

- phenomena with grand and inimitable ones, and 
then to say arbitrarily, Hint we must take them 
all together—that they come under the some cat­
egory—and Hint if one is true Hit rest must be, 
or if one Is false the rest must be—is a position 
so obviously untenable that no fair-minded read­
er will uphold him in it for a moment.

Are our facts, fncts? Mr. Curtis thinks Hint 
they nre not, inasmuch ns there are certain frauds 
nnd delusions mixed up with them. But how can 
ten thousand frauds neutralize or impair a single 
well-established fact? Why throw discredit on 
facts, because what may seem to you a foolisli 
theory is advanced to explain them ? Repeated 
failures or repented impostures prove nothing, 
unless it Is thnt there must be a genuine fact'at 
tlie bottom of them. We say to you that certain 
supcrsensual phenomena, occurring in the pres­
ence of Dr. Slade and other mediums, in broad 
daylight, are real objective facts; and that tliese 
facts reveal the operation of an unknown, ab­
normal, intelligent force. That is the question 
we call upon you to meet fairly and squarely, 
and not to go off evasively into cheap denuncia­
tions of what Is obviously sentimental nonsense 
or Illiterate twaddle—trying to throw the odium 
of it on us, because some one may fancy that a 
low order of spirit may bo tlie author of such 
compositions.

You charge us with “kindly remonstrating” 
with you because of your “willingness to doubt 
whether such twaddle is really from heaven.” 
This is an ad captandum perversion of our mean­
ing. Wo have never used the term heaven in re­
lation to those low and feeble utterances. We 
have never endorsed or "reverenced” tlie "twid­
dle” of which you complain. Our position," ns 
you must well know, is simply this: Tho man 
who utters twaddle to-day as a man in tho flesh 
may utter it to-morrow as a man out of tho flesh. 
Is there anything so very ridiculous in such nn 
hypothesis? We simply do not believe in the 
theory of thnt hiatus, caused by death, in the 
moral or intellectual condition of a mnn, which 
the popular theology teaches, and by which you 
seem to be strongly influenced in all your objec­
tions to Spiritualism. The absurdity is not on 
our side of tho argument. It is for you to recon­
cile the notion of a man’s immortality—of the 
continuation of his individuality—witli the loss 
of his Identity and tho transformation1 of his 
character.

Mr. Curtis ends his October article as he began 
it, by assuming that Impostures like those charged 
upon Flint are at the basis of our belief In tho 
" proof palpable of Immortality,” as presented in 
certain facts objective and subjective. Could ho 
not have done us the grace to suppose that wo 
might bo Spiritualists in spite of tho frauds, tho 

, failures, the illusions, and tho silly communica­
tions,.and not because of them ? Ho says:

" The melancholy aspect ot it is not that Flints 
drive a trade upon tlie superstitions of tlio weak 
and credulous. . . . But that some sincere, 

-cultivated, and earnest persons should find in 
such tilings as Flint wrote and such as we have 
quoted, or in what is called the ‘ materialization’ 
of spirits,‘proof palpable’of Immortality, and' 
that they should be willing, therefore, with en­
tire honesty, to encourage the kind of demorali­
zation which such performances as those of Flint 
must necessarily produce, is the true mischief of 
‘ Spiritualism.’ ”

Hero Mr. Curtis would seem to bestow a down­
ward pitying look upon the “ sincere, earnest, 
cultivated persons ” (like Alfred R. Wallace,par 
(temple, Franz Hoffman, Professors Wagner and 
Butlerof, Immanuel H. Fichte, ^m. Crookes, Ser­
jeant Cox, Dr. Buchanan, Professor Corson, J. 
Garth Wilkinson, Camille Flammarlon, Jules 
Favre, Professor Perty of Berne, &c., &c.), who 
have recognized the fact that certain supersen- 
sual phenomena do actually occur. And all these 
“sincere, earnest, and cultivated persons’’are, 
if Mr. Curtis means what he says in his estima­
tion, encouraging demoralisation/ Encouraging 
it, why and how ? Simply by daring to testify to 
facts that they have witnessed? Simply by de­
fying popular prejudice, and speaking out their 
convictions ? Simply by not being withheld from 
proclaiming a truth through fear that a bad use 
may be made of it? 7

Because In a great movement like Modern Spir­
itualism, in which there mayvbe—who knows?— 
currents and gales from an unseen universe, an 
adventurer like Flint trims his sail to get such 
advantages as he may from the agitation of the 
public mind, therefore Spiritualists may be spoken 
of witli compassion as encouraging, in spite of 
their “honesty” and their “cultivation,” the 
kind of “demoralization which such perform­
ances as those of Flint must reasonably pro­
duce”;—all which is about as justifiable as it 
would be for us to sigh over “ the melancholy 
aspect ot Mr. Curtis’s case, and to charge him, in' 
his political capacity, with encouraging, though 
honestly, the “ kind of demoralization ” which 
such performances as those of Tweed, also a poli­
tician, “ must necessarily produce ’’—and then 
to add, with philosophic unction, “ Such is the 
true mischief of Politics I” ‘

We do not despair of Mr. Curtis. Like Dr.

a woman claiming to be his wife, and sho charges 
him witli being a cheat in Ids medial pretensions. 
Letters are published, aceount-books and an ap­
paratus are produced, which give color to the ac­
cusation. We know nothing of the merits of the 
ease; we will assume Unit Mr. Curtis is in Hie 
right in regard to it, and tliat Flint is a "plain 
knave ” and not what lie pretends to lie, a me­
dium ; tliat his writings are, as Hie Easy Chair 
says, a “cheap and sentimental lingo" ; but 
why, In the name of all that is just aud fair, 
should Spiritualism be made responsible for him ? 
Do we make Christianity responsible for the 
hypocrites hud swindlers who batten on It so 
largely? Do we make chemistry responsible 
for the professor who puts out of the. way an In­
convenient dun ? Do we make Republicanism 
responsible for Hie Secretary who uses his high 
trust to extort money unjustifiably? We cun see 
no point or. aptness in Mr. Curtis's attempt to 
throw upon Spiritualism Hie odium of generating 
a Flint. As well might lie say that the pure gold 
generates Hie counterfeit.

If Flint, a mere pretender to mediumship, 
writes trasli mid Iries to pass it oil ns tlie pro­
duction of ti spirit, why should Mr. Curtis as. 
same to make us mid Spiritualism implicated in 
the discredit of tiff swindle? It strikes us lie is 
even less reasonable in tills than our enterprising 
friends, tlie German editors, were in trying to 
give a liad name to Hie Great Republic, because 
tlie "dynamite fiend” was supposed to be mi 
adopted citizen of Hie United States.

When, In allusion to Flint's "sentimental 
lingo," Mr. Curtis refers to "those who deliber- j 
utely foster tlie Idea’that such tilings are not only | 
rispertahle hut hi he treated irith re re re ncc," lie is I 
utterly at fault if lie thinks Unit we are hit by 
what lie doubtless meant as a shot for our bene­
fit. Trash is trasli, mid we “reverence " it no 
more wlii'n it comes from n spirit than we do 
when it comes from a mortal. We may find nn : 
important lesson in it: tliis, namely, tlr.it tlie 
trlller or Hie fool is not changed by passing from 
the visible into the invisible world. But to say 
tliat we “reverence ” the trasli Is to misrepresent 
our attitude altogether.

But there is bad reasoning as well as irrelevant 
reproach in Hie "Easy Chair's” remarks. It tells 
us, that “ To say that vulgar and ignorant let­
ters do not disprove spiritual agencies, and that 
there is no reason to suppose that spirits may not 
lie as silly ns mortals, Is a lucre evasion."

That is to say, if Mr. Curtis asserts tliat vulgar 
and Ignorant letters do disprove spiritual'agen­
cies, and we deny it, then our denial is an "eva­
sion.” But how mid why an evasion? Is not 
tlie theory dlia-t-ft-vulgar-mid-igni/rant mortal 
will at the transition of death ^become a vulgar 
and ignorant spirit, perfectly rational mid legiti­
mate? is it not consistent with tliose scriptural 
teachings Unit tell us that as a man sows, so he 
shall reap ; that where tho tree falleth, there it 
shall bo ? • Wo cannot guess the force or the 
point of Mr. Curtis’s charge tliat there, is an 
"evasion ” in the saying tliat vulgar and igno­
rant spirits may write characteristic letters, or 
that a spirit out of the flesh may be as silly as ono 
in the flesh! Mr. Curtis might fairly call it a 
mere theory, but to call it a “ mere evasion ” is 
an obvious misuse of words., If Spiritualism 
tenches anything, it is Hint there is no magical 
presto, change, in death, transforming the sinner 
Into a saint, or the fool into a wise man; it is, 
thnt no ntonement of blood, or demising of bap­
tismal wnter, can reverse our identity, or make 
flic Impure pure. The man who would have 
written n “ vulgar and ignorant letter” on this 
side of the grave to-day, may write one in tlie 
great Beyond to-morrow. Is it an " evasion " to 
say tjnis much ? Rather is it not a plnln, frank 
declaration, justified bj' reasons and by facts? 
Mr. Curtis proceeds to say :

"Tlie reply that, is made to flic Easy Chair,;in 
Hie case of Bishop, tliat he is hhnsdf a medium, 
and that wliile professing! to expose'the wjiy in 
which tlie feats m e done, he yet does them by me- 
dlumistic power, and that ho does not and can­
not explain the most marvelous of the phenome­
na, may bo equally applied to Flint. It is tlio old 
papal doctrine that a man may be a very bad 
man but a very good vicegerent of God. Tho arr 
gument breaks at tlie vital point."

Here Mr. Curtis’s meaning is very obscure. 
We have understood him to assert tliat Flint is a 
thorough impostor, and tliat his claim to be a me­
dium for reading sealed letters is transparent 
knavery. So far well. For the sake of the argu­
ment, we accept Mr. Curtis’s assertion, and dis­
miss Flint as one who lias never given any evi­
dence whatever of medial power. But with re­
gard to Bishop, what wo have said, and what we 
say, Is this: If, as some assert, he produces phe­
nomena not explicable by manual dexterity, jug­
glery, or physical effort, then he is probably a 
medium, even while he pretends that he Is not 
aided by any unknown force. So stands the case 
in regard to Bishop and Flint. Now let tho pa­
tient reader reperuse tlie sentence from Harper’s 
Magazine, quoted above, and disentangle, If he 
can, Mr. Curtis’s meaning. Flint lias been ruled 
out as a medium. How then may our remark In 
regard to phenomena tlirougli mediumship be 
" equally applied to Flint ” ?

Is Mr. Curtis, notwithstanding “his careful 
reading upon the subject,” really so ignorant of 
it as to suppose tliat mediumship depends in any 
degree on tlie moral or religious character of tho 
medium? Unless he has fallen Into this gross 
blunder, what does he mean by saying: “ It is 
tlie old papal doctrine that a man may be a very 
bad man, but a very good vicegerent of God”? 
With all his “ study ” has he not learned that 
Spiritualists hold that a man may be a powerful 
medium, andattltosamo time morally frail or cor­
rupt? What sense, then, Is there in his saying 
that “ the argument breaks at the vital point" ? 
The argument stands intact. Notldng ho has yet 
aimed at it has even grazed it. He gives utter­
ance not to valid objections but to obvious mis­
conceptions. He continues:

“Yet Flint, a plain knave, unless the validity 
of evidence and tho force of experience are de­
nied, is, so far as appears, like all the mediums, 
and his feats are tho usual mediumlstic perform­
ances.”

And Mr. Curtis claims to have given “some 
careful reading to the subject.” According to 
his own account, Flint’s pretended mediumship 
consisted in acting, as “a post-boy or mall 
agent” for “celestial correspondents”—in other 
words, ho professed to answer sealed letters ad­
dressed to spirits—and yet his feats were “the 
usual mediumlstlc performances ” I

Did Mr, Curtis, In all his “ careful reading,” 
never hear of the phenomena through D. D.- 
Home, Henry Slade, Mrs. Andrews, of Mora­
via, Mr. Mott, of Memphis, Mo., Mrs. Thayer, 
the flower-test medium, the Eddy Brothers, Mr, 
Charles H. Foster, the Davenport Brothers, Mrs, 
Blandy, Mrs. Hardy, Mrs. Youngs, Miss Florence 
Cook, br. Monck, and many others? How can 
he hope to impress his readers with a sense of his

knowledge or his candor, when lie makes an as­
sertion like the above—Hint the feats of Flint, 
"a plain knave," ate “the usual mediuuiistic 
performances ” ? He further says;

“ And by what argument is tlie legitimate con- 
sequence of ills exposure sought to be averted? 
By tliis : that became a knave does certain tilings, 
or because a clere/ man shows how tliey may be 
done, it does not follow that the same thing may 
not be done by spirits; and that tlie ability to 
produce some of the phenomena does not prove 
the power to do some others.”

Here the true point is lost sight of tlirougli an 
Ignoring of the claimed fact. For Illustration, 
consider tho phenomenon Ivitnessed and attested 
tlie other day in London in Dr. Slade's presence 
by Serjeant Cox, President of tlie Psychological 
Society : A chair moved about tlie room in the 
light, and, as Mr, Cox testifies, witliout the pos­
sible intervention of any trick or fraud. Now 
it is not1'disputed tliat the movement of the 
chair might be Imitated by Hie use of a iiorse- 
halr or some delicate machinery; but tlie true 
point is just this: Something Is done in Dr. 
Slade's presence which neither “knave” nor 
“ clever man ” could cause to take place ih tlie 
same way, unless we suppose him to be medially 
gifted like Dr. Slade.

Mr. Curtis assumes Hurt wo admit tliat Iiis 
“knave” and his “elever man" do the same 
thing that the spirit dues, and in tlie same way. 
But we admit no such thing. On tlie contrary, 
the whole significance of Hie phenomenon lies in 
tlie fact that it is produced by an abnormal inex- 
pliciiblu force. There is nothing wonderful in 
moving a chfiir, or in writing on a slate In Hie 
common way, or by some explicable applied force 
or trick ; but even Dr. Carpenter and ills associ­
ates of tlie Royal Society lire staggered when tliey 
find flint these things are done as tliey are at Dr. 
Slade's.

The following Is Mr. Curtis’s inference from 
his unsound premise :

" But if certain phenomena are offered ns cqunl 
evidence of ‘.spiritual’ agencies, mid some of 
them nre shown to lie tlio possible result of physi­
cal skill, the proof Hurt the others in Hie same 
category are, nevertheless, of 1 spiritual ’ origin 
lies with tliose who assert it.”

Here and elsewhere, without regard to logical 
order or requirement, Mr. Curtis introduces tlie 
word spiritual, when as yet the question is solely 
one of facts and not nt all of tlie explanation of 
tliose fncts. We shall take the liberty of keep­
ing him to the true issue, thnt, namqly, of facts; 
for tlie whole purpose of his attacks has been to 
strike at our theory through our fncts—to dis­
parage our yiZiouwuma,' since of these last he says : 
they aro “ no more wonderful or dignified than 
many tricks of confessed legerdemain."

Mr. Curtis is well aware that the question be­
tween us Is truly not whether our facts are spir­
itual or non-spirilual, but whether they are facts.

There Is another obvious fallacy in his para­
graph, last quoted. He speaks of our offering 
certain phenomena ns "equal evidence,” and of 
their being "in the same category”; his purpose 
being apparently to reaffirm what he had already 
said, namely, that the feats of Flint "are tlio 
usual mediumlstic performances." Butbow wide 
of the truth is all this ! There are many grades 
of phenomena. The tipping of a table with 
the medium’s hand upon it is a phenomenon void 
of interest when compared with the independent 
movement of a chair or a piano-forte! Surely 
the two are not "in tlio same category,” since 
the one may seem to us producible by trick, aud 
the other inny waken our profoundest astonish­
ment os something that no jugglery could com­
pass.

Tiie man who simply palms off words of his 
own invention ns a “spirit communication ” 
surely does not perform a “feat” that con with 
any reason be said to bo “ in the same category ” 
witli the phenomena of levitation, independent 
slate-writing, independent movement of objects, 
or the independent materialized hand. Yet such, 
is tiie notion that Mr, Curtis, wittingly or unwit­
tingly, would impose on his readers.

Tlie prooj. of certain phenomena, ho tells us, 
“lies with tliose who assert it.” Well, we have 
offered the proof, and we offer it still. We have 
repeatedly said to you and other assailants of our 
facts, “Go and see Dr. Slade, and deny if you 
can the phenomena that take place in his pres­
ence in tlie light.” But, no ! As Kerner, author 
of "Tho Seeress of Prevorst,” used to say of the 
anti-Spiritualists of his day :■ “ It Is so much 
casiet and more convenient to sit on one’s edito­
rial stool ” (or in one's Easy Chair) "and decide 
these questions on a priori grounds, rather than 
to take the trouble of going and investigating 
patiently and on the spot the reported occur- „ 
ronces." i'

If Mr. Curtis really wants proof, and cannot 
find time to investigate for himself, let him listen 
to the testimony that conies to us with every 
mall from England in regard to the phenomena 
now taking place In Dr. Slade's presence in Lon­
don. Let him read the brief but emphatic decla­
ration of Alfred Russell Wallace, the eminent 
naturalist; the published statements of Serjeant 
Cox, M. A. (Oxon.), Mrs. L. Andrews, Mr. C. C. 
Massey, Mr. Janies Burns, Mr. F. W. Percival, 
Mr. Charles Blackburn, Mr. W. II. Harrison, Dr. 
C. Carter Blake, Mr. W. W. Clark, and many 
other well-known and intelligent English gentle­
men, whose testimony, we have reason to be­
lieve, will soon be supplemented by that of sev­
eral prominent members of tlie Royal Society.

And to what does the testimony point? It 
points to tho complete verification of certain 
physical phenomena, typical and representative 
of all that Spiritualists hate claimed, and in­
cluding even tho marvel of materialization— 
phenomena that we have been proclaiming for a 
quarter of a century in . the face of all that 
amount of obloquy aqd ridietile, the dying rever­
berations of which now come to us so unexpect­
edly through Harper’s Magazine, a work largely 
supported by Spiritualists. ■

When we press upon the attention of our edi­
torial assailants the multiplying attestations in 
behalf of our facts, let them not have the hardi­
hood to reply, “ Oh, it is not your facts but your 
theory that we have been opposing!" What have 
we been at variance about, if not about the facts? 
All the efforts of Mr. Curtis have been obviously 
directed to the belittling and invalidation of our 
facts. Unless he dould Impair their force, his 
ridicule of our theory would fall flat. His whole 
attempt in the August number of Harper’s Maga­
zine is to make it appear that our phenomena 
are so trivial and absurd tliat they can be dupli­
cated, that is, done after the same manner, by a 
juggler or a gymnast. He evidently believes 
that young Bishop has plucked out the very 
heart of the mystery of Spiritualism, and held it 
up to public derision in his pretended “ expos­
ures ”; doing it all by the mere exercise of his 
“suppleness, agility, great quickness, and self- 
possession.” In his present paper Mr. Curtis 
labors to show that our phenomena are merely

Carpenter he is too good and true a man to shut 
his eyes forever to facts because he has argued 
against and ridiculed them. His opinions will 
soon be changed—"in a moment, in the twink­
ling of an eye,” even ,as opinions have been 
changed in certain other hard cases tliat we 
might name. We know that it Is not on specu­
lations, but on provable facts, that our feet rest 
in this controversy; and the day of a full scien­
tific recognition of tliose facts cannot be far dis­
tant.

Exposure or Mediums.
It would seem ns if every medium, sobner or 

later, were bound to experience his or her Geth­
semane. This time it is the lady known as " tlie 
West End medium," against whom suspicions 
are rife. At the time of our going to press, 
Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 2Otb, there had been 
no exposure. We have never seen the lady- 
but we have seen so much of the fallibility of 
precipitate action in regard to mediums, that we 
hope, whatever our readers may hear of tlie case, 
they will patiently wait till all the facts and proofs 
are made to fully appear.

It will be seen from Mr. Hazard's communica­
tion to-day tliat there is abundant reason to believe 
that Mrs. Hull, the Portland medium, has been 
wronged in the precipitate action in her case. 
Tliat she is a genuine medium for the material!- 
zatlon phenomenn there seems to bo no doubt. 
If she has been found In a questionable position, 
let us wait and study all the facts, and see if tliey 
aro not reconcilable with genuine mediumship 
and an absence of premeditated fraud, at least 
on the medium’s part.

Here is the case now of Mrs. Markee, at whose 
seance the “spirit” has been a second time 
seized, and this time Mrs. Markee was found 
outside of tlie cabinet and in tlie hands of the 
captors. A painful and exciting scene ensued. 
But we have always understood that the spirits 
were at times in tlie habit of using the organism 
of Mrs. Markee for their seeming transforma­
tions ; and the apparent fraud in this case will 
probably turn out 4 genuine phenomenon.

Surely, Spiritualists can afford to wait, and ex­
ercise charity ; and not be so afraid, lest people 
sliould think them dupes or confederates, as to be 
cruel and unjust to mediums. We are as yet in 
tlie rudiments of our study of Spiritualism, and 
there are many curious things still to be learned. 
Meanwhile let us exercise caution and charity.

The ludiau War.
Tlie universal verdict is, that the Sioux waris 

a flat failure. The United States Government 
comes out at the little end of the horn. Bishop 
Whipple has appeared again, tit the head of the 
Commission that proposes to the Indians simply 
to clear out and abandon their lands rather than 
fight, but as for the final result of the negotia­
tions no ono can venture a safe prediction. Tlie 
Sioux are reported to be running loose tothe 
north, and threatening tho far frontier. But the 
troops have come back, and aro coming back in 
a used-up condition. They have been compelled 
to cut loose from their supply trains and roam 
over a region of hundreds of miles in extent, with 
tlie grass burned by the enemy for a space fifty 
miles wide before them ; and on theirreturn from 
their fruitless errand they are ragged, cold and 
hungry, their animals aro all exhausted and 
the army's general condition Is one of complete 
demoralization.

Gens. Crook and Terry are reported to have 
gained a smallLndvantagg^. tlie. very Jest, but it 
is withouUhg sfig^test practical Influence oh this 
aimless campaign. A few bodies of Indians are 
also reported to bo coming in voluntarily and 
surrendering themselves. About the composition 
of Sitting Bull’s recent army, by which Custer's 
little force was Isolated and then crushed, there 
are estimates that It was largely recruited from 
the regular Indian Agencies, but that remains to 
be proved. The Whipple Commission is the only 
real organization now in the field. Its object Is 
to get the Indians to abandon peaceably what 
they cannot be induced to do as yet by violence. 
Coming from the party defeated, and made to 
tlio victors, It will strike every one as unsurpassed 
for original coolness.

Science Condescends.
When Dr. Robert Hare, many years ago, tried 

to introduce the subject of the so-called spiritual 
phenomena before the American Scientific Asso­
ciation, at an annual meeting, he was refused a 
hearing; and that body of grave savants passed 
on to the question of tlie day, which was, “ Why 
do cocks crow just before daylight ?" The Brit­
ish Scientific Association, now in session at Glas­
gow, aro likely to bo more liberal. We learn that 
the subject of Spiritualism is to be brought up 
before It tho present month. Prof. H. F. Bar­
rett, of Dublin, will give in a paper about phe- 

.nomine he has seen in tlie presence of Dr. Slade; 
and we understand that Col. Lane Fox, president 
of the Anthropological Institute, of Great Brit­
ain, and Prof. Gelkie, the geologist, will present 
to the British Association short reports on tlie 
same subject. Surely the world moves. So sci­
ence really condescends at last to wake up tothe 
apprehension that something queer is going on. 
Honor to the men of science who dare to brave 
the indignation of their associates by calling at­
tention to phenomena which the inimical have 
hoped to put a stop to by ignoring them.

A Dangerous Prospect.
The proposed elevation, at tlie Pope's wish, of 

Father Blckx, General of the Jesuits, to tho Car- 
dlnalate, is a great event in the Catholic world. 
Father Bickx is the future candidate of the ul­
tramontane party for the papacy. His election 
would tend to accelerate the old Catholic move­
ment in Central Europe, and could not fall, 
should the Republic go on prospering, to sever 
Church and State in France.

t37” We have been favored with a copy of Li 
Figaro, a French newspaper, whose editor seems 
to be melted into tears of laughter over the Pe­
titions forwarded by the Spiritualists in England 
and America to the 'Chamber of Justice, In 
France, for the pardon of M. Leymarie, the bravo 
editor of Uevue Spirite, who is now reaping in 
prison the bitter harvest sure to reward any 
daring soul who withstands the bigotry and pre­
judice of its time. Our French cachlnnator in­
forms his readers that the English petition was 
ten yards long, and that from the United States 
was not less than sixty yards long. "Spiritual­
ism is going ahead in America,” Is the conclu­
sion (and a true one) at which he finally arrives.

GF An interesting and timely article from the 
pen of Mr. J. M. Roberts, of Burlington, N. J > 
entitled " Spirit Materializations in the Light of 
Common Sense," will appear in the next issue of 
the Banner.
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MoveuieutNOlT.ecturerHHiHl Mediuma.
Mrs. Nellie J. T. Brigham Is lecturing al Brooklyn, N. 

Y, She Is engaged there for September and October. She 
will lecture at <>. II. A. M. Hall, corner of Grove and New­
ark avenues, Jersey City, on Thursday eve. Sept. 2Mh, at 
eight o'clock. The Brooklyn Society Is also arranging for 
other lectures In cities nml towns where no societies exist, 
ami where Spiritualists are few and need encouragment, 
Mrs. Brigham acting willingly In the missionary capacity.

Mrs. Jenneit J. Clark lias returned to the city from her 
summer vacation.

Judge .1. W. EDMONDS.
Prof. S. It. It IC ITT AN.

GBT Read the card of Dr. John. H. Currier, of 
Boston, on our fifth page.

Wentworth will speak at Arcauia Hall, 
Sunday, Sept. 21th.
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t3T Parties wishing to secure likenesses of 
Mrs. Jennie S. Rudd, and various other media 
and speakers, will find a full line of excellent 
photographs at the Banner of Light Bookstore, 
No. 9 Montgomery Place, Boston.

Spiritualist Meetings in Boston.
Templars’ Hall, 188 Washington afr^f.—spiritual 

mootings every Sunday nt Ifi1^ a. m. ami 2^ r. m. Good 
mediums and speaker# always Inai tendance, F. W. Jones, 
Chairman.

THE WONHERFUE HEALER ANH 
CLAIRVOYANTI-For Diagnosis send lock of 
Iiair and $1,00. Give age and sex. Address Mus. 
C. M. Mouiuson, 1’. O. Box 2519, Boston, Mass.
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street, above New Ym k avenue. Washington. D.C., keens 
constantly for sale the Bannku of Light, and a full supply 
of tho Spiritual nml Reform Work* published by 
Colby A Rich.

Mfh. A. G. Wood, Magnetic Healer,74 Lex­
ington ave., New York. Correct diagnosis given 
without information from tlio patient. 4w.S,9.

The Unity of the Humnn Spec Im.
Sevnnl Selection.
The Ellie of Demarcation between Plant* nnd 

Animal*, nml between Animal* nml Men, 
Have liiweet* and Animal* Immortal Soul*?
The Uro will and DeM hiy of Man.

Mil.CHAS. BLACKIlUllN, 
Ma. 11. COLKMAX, ■ 
Da. Geo. sextos, 
Mil A. Caldeh, 
Mn. W. Teiih.
Sin Chas. Isham, Baht.

IKHTIENTEIt. N. V.. BOOK DEPOT.
D. M. DEWEY, Bookseller, Arcade Hall, Rochester, N. 

Y., keep# fur n»Iu tbo SplrttuuI mid ID*form Work* 
published by Colby A Rich. Give him a call.

ihe public. A 
>1 th ugh. Call

HARTFORD, CONN.. HOOK DEPOT.
A, ROSE, M Trumbull .sheet. Hartford, Conn., keeps 

constantly for sale llm Bunner of Light and a full supply 
of the Spiritual nnd Reform Work# published by 
Colby & Rich.

AUNTKAI.IA5 BOOK DEPOT.
And Agency lor the llan sin ok Lhhit. W. H. TKIUlY, 

No. 81 Russell #t reel, Mclhmi’nc, Australia, has tor wile .ill 
the work# on Nplrltunll*m. UHERA L AND REFORM 
WOREN, published by Colbv A Rich. Boston, U. S», may 
at all times be found there.

The Testimonial to Andrew Jackson 
Davis.

Committee.
Mn. J. N. T. Mahtheze, 
Mr. II. 1). Jencken, 
Mn. II. COLEEN, 
Mu. W. H. llAiiinsoN, 
Mn. A. Glendinning.

nt the giadatlons «>r human progrc-M of sexual 
is. i'll'., Hr. Admitting evolution, Im denies tlm

KEEP A COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF

and animals, ami between animals ami plant-. While al­
lowing that Inserts ami animal- *4 ear lb think and irasun, 
Im denies thrh Individualized Imimulallty. taking llm 
ground that those mtii by ciahvovaiH# were the outblrths 
of llm spirit spheres.

Tlm work Is written In a pointed, vigorous and fearlean 
manner, ami mint necessarily ellrllronshlvrablecilllclsm.

Pike 2D rents, pondage free.
For sale wholesale am! retail by the publishers, COLBY 

A RICH,.at No. <» Montgomery Piare. romer <d Province

IL E. KEVERE A <O.,
120 Tremont street. 

Lock Hoi .7.-0, Room* IS mill 19.

NT. LOUIN. MO.. HOOK DEPOT.
IL T. C. MORGAN. 6W Pine street, .st. Louis, Mo., 

keeps constantly for .sale tlm Hannku of Light, and a 
supply of Liberal mill Reformatory Work*. if

P. IL KAN DOLPH.
WARREN'S. BABLOW. 

RcV^tI B. TAYLOR, 
J. O. BARRETT.

Bev. WM. MOUNTFORD
Mr*. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,

Mr*. J. N. A DAMN.
ACHNA W. SPRAGUE,

BELLE BUN1I.
Ml** LIZZIE DOTEN, 

Mr*. MA BIA M. KINO. 
Mr*. L. MADIA CHILD, 

Mr*. LOIN WAINBHOOKEB 
Efe.. Etc., Etc.

Convention nt Lock port. N. Y.
A Quarterly Convention of Spiritualists of Western New 

York will beheld In tlm city of Lockport, Hat unlay and 
Sunday, Oct. I Hh ami 15th, commencing at m otcloek and 
holding three sessions each day.

Friends In Lockport Join the Committee In extending a 
cordial ami general Invitation to attend and enjoy the har­
monious music and song, film inspirational and normal 
speaking, and the rich fraternal reunion confidently an-

A scientifically accurate dcMrlplIon of manifestations 
■recently produced by spirits, amt simultaneously witnessed 
by tho author and otlier observers in London, Eng. By 
William H. IIaihhsos. I.lmpclutli, red edges, 35 cents. 
-^F^oMo'wto^ and retail by COLBV A RICH, at 
No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province street (lower 

11 floor), Boston, Mass.

Between Mr, E. V. Wilson. Spiritualist, ami Eld. T. M. 
Harris. Christian. Subject discussed-RwtlwL That the 
Bible, King James’s version, sustains the Teachings, the 
Phases, and the Phenomena of Modern Spiritualism.

Price 25 cents, postage I cents. „ t
For sale wholesale nml retail byCOLB\ A RICH, at 

No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province street (lower 
floor), Boston. Mass._______

4QI pages Owing to the high Huth s on English 
publlcathH ive been obliged to set I he price at 91 
per copy, iioMiigr IBrenl*. this Mini leaving us but a 
traction over tiu> ;u i ual rost when lamleil in America,

For safe by ' <H.BY A RICH, at No. 9 Montgomery

TAR. J. 11. CURRIER, Medical Clairvoyant and 
Az Electrician. Ofllce and residence 71 Leverett st., Bos­
ton. Examinations of absent patients on receipt of letter 
enclosing ♦!,«)« lock of hair and 3-cent stamp/ Medicines 
(vegetable) prepared. Will receive calls to lecture as usual.

Bent. 23.-1W4 ___ / _ ________ L

“THE KINGDOM OF HUMANril^^
A HAND. The Time has Come for the Separation of 

tho Wheat and Tares.” Price ten cents. Address the 
author, MARY ELIZABETH ADAMS, at Milan, Erle 
Co,, Ohio. P. O. Box 117. ______ 2W-Sept, 23.

ItOVlIENTEIt (N. Y.) HOOK DUVOT.
WILLIAMSON A HKIHEE. Ilciksi'llers if.: We-a Malli 

Mm*!, Rorhiwler, N. Y., ktum for *ah> Hit*Spiritual nml 
lleform Work* published at the Bannhii of Light 
PUUMSHING HoOnK. Boston. Mass. . a

Thr crhdiralrd Matri laH/liig MiiMcal Medium from Lon­
don. England, has located al No. *2 East Genrsew slirvi, 
SIHllry Block. Synieiisv. New York. S'ahrrs every rvru- 
Ing except Mondays and Thursdays; also rtery Tues­
day, Friday, ami Sunday afternoon, al 2 p. m. Spirit

TULIA E. WRIGHT,Trance Medium, 33 Kirk- 
V land st. Will answer cailBlor l.ecturcsand Test Circles.

Sept. gl,-4W___________________________________

PKOF. LISTER. ASTROLOGER, 319 Sixth
X avenue. 44 years’practice, 27 in Boston. Bend for a 
Circular. Address all letters P. O. Box 4829, New York.-

July 15.—Is

unwelcome truths to tell ^nne distasteful advice to give— 
nml possibly mav awaken In some minds paintui thoughts 
of the past. Quan el with me if pm will dispute me If 
you ran-Imt listen : F l Itliu.. lu I hfah ! ”

Paper ro\eis, Is pp.. 25 cents; flexible covers 50 cents;

A Medium Turned Exposer.

NAN FHAM'INCO.CAI.., HOOK DllPOT.
At No. 319 Kearney Hired (uiiHtalrh) may lu* hdiHlon 

Balu the Bannkk of Light, ami a general variety of N|»lr* 
Itdiilf*! nn<! Itcfcirm Kook*, at ^Eastern price#. Aho 
AilnmaA Co. ’h Golden Pen*. mmirlwttea.Npeiicc’a 
PomIHvc nnd NvkiUK'v Powder*. Orton’* Anti- 
Tolmrco Preptiratlon*. Dr. Mlorer’a Nutritive 
<'otnpotind.de. Catalogue* ami Circular# malleil free. 
«• IcemlttanreM In U, M. currency ami postage Klamp# re­
ceived in par, AtVlre##. HERMAN SNOW, P.O. box 117, 
San Francisco. CaL

Chlhlrcu'H Progr.NNive Lyceum No. 1 
K of Button.

NOTICE TO OUIt ENGLISH PATHONN.
J. J. Molt^E, the well-known English lecturer, will act 

in future as .mr agent, ami receive subscriplions for the 
Hnnner of Light at fifteen shillings per jear. Parlies, 
deshlng lo s<» suHsCl ilie ran address Mr. Morse at Ills resi­
lience, Warwick Cottage, Obi Ford Road, How, E., Lon­
don, Eng.

PHILADELPHIA KOOK DEPOT.
. DR. J. H. RHODES, 91#HprlhgGaidenshee|, Phllndel- 
idila. Pa., ha# been appointed kgeiitfor the Banner of 
Light, and will lake orders for all of Colby .V Hleh’s Pub­

lications, .Spiritual and Liberal Book# on bale as aliovu, 
al Lincoln Hall, corner Broad anti Coates st reels, and al 
nil the Spiritual meet Ings, Parlies in Philadelphia. Pa., 
desiring in ad veil iso In the Banner of Light, can consult 
DIL RIIoHKK.

I'osUige flee.
nnd irtall by COLBY A RICH, at 
re, romer or Proxim o sired (lower 

istf-DecHL

' PATENT APPARATUS
l-Till THE < UltE HE

And Woaknossos of tho Organs of 
Conoratlo'n.

TERMS CASK,—(Inters Inr B<k>Ich, to ho sentliy Kxprow, 
must bo nccuiiipuulea by all or pari rash. When the money 
Rent I# not suiliciunt to fill tlie order, tlie balance must be 
paid C.O.D,

O* Order# for Books, to be went by Mall, must Invaria­
bly lie accompanied by cash to the amount of eacli order.

Any Book published In England or America, not out of 
print, will lie sent by mall or express.

4^ Catalogue* of Hook* Published nnd For 
Nnlo by Colby tV Klch «<*nt free.

MROrOxi) SEN1KJ/V P. MORSE,
ELECTKO-MAOXETIC I’D YNICIANN,

7 Montgomery Place, Boston.

AIRS. CARNES, Trance Medium, Test, BuhI- 
nessand Developing. Test Circles every Thursday 

afternoon. Sittings $L Hour# 11 till 5. 229 Northampton 
street, near Tremont, Boston.__________ ivx*—Sept. 23.
T IBERALS and Spiritualists visiting tlie Cen- 
JU tennlal will find a good Boarding House within two 
minute#' walk of the steam or horsorar# to the Centennial 
building#. Term# moderate. At Mhh. C. BANGS', No, 
2230 Mount VernonstreehlUilladelphla._____  Sept, 23.

him-is Eliot sjreet, Boston, Mass,
Mrs. Small A. Byrne# will lecture at Hanson, Mass., 

Sept, 2ltli, .She would like to make engagement# for the 
fall and winter. Address he rat Wollaston Heights, Mas#,, 
box 87.

Cephas B. Lynn I# now speaking for Ihe Free Lecture 
AK'"rlatlon, at Loomis'# Temple of Minde, New Haven, 
CL HI# engagement with tlie society continues till Nov. 
1st.

Dr. H. B, Storer, of Bolton, will speak In the Spiritual­
ists’ Hall nt Bartonsville, Vt., on Sunday, Sept. 21th.

CLEVELAND. O.. BOOK DEPOT.
LEES'S BAZAAR, Hl Woodland avenue, Cleveland, 11. 

All tho Spiritual ami Liberal Book* ami Pit per* kepi for 
#ale, t

•l -♦.♦-
WAMIIMJTON BOOK DEPOT.

NpiritunI and Miscellaneous Periodi­
cals for Sale at this Olllce:

Each line In Agate, typo, twenty cent* Tor the 
flrat, anti fifteen cent a Tor every aubacquent In­
sertion.

SPECIAL NOTICES. — Forty cent* per line, 
Minion, each Insertion.

BUSINESS CARDS.-Thirty cent* per Hue, 
Agate, each insertion.

Payment*In all caaca In advance.

W For all Advertisement# printed on the nth 
page, 20 cents per line for each Insertion.

O* Advertiaehieiita to be renewed nt continued 
rates must be left nt onr Ofllce before 12M.ou 
Monday.

floor). Boston, Mass._____________________________ _

Given hisidrall inally by MBS. CORA L. V.TAPPAN. . 
In I wo Lecture#; with a Poem. "THE HOM EOF THE 
SPIRIT.”

In pamphlet form, 43 pages, large type. Price30cents, 
postage free.

For sale wholesale ami rel.ail by COLBV A RICH, at 
No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province street (lower 
llooi), Boston, M:iss^^

Of Spiritualism upon the Social, Moral and Re- 
IIkIou* Condition of Society.

Two Prize Essays, written by MISS ANNA BLACK- 
WELLamlG. F, GREEN, and published bj the British 
National Association of Spiritualists, London. Eng.

Cloth binding. f>4 pages. Price 40 ceiil«, portage free.
For sale wholesale ami retail by COLBY .( HU H, at

No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province street (lowei 
floor). Boston, Mass,

AMONG Tilt; Armons AUK :
AN DREW .1 ACK SON DAVIS, 

lion. ROBERT DALE OWEN, 
JAS. M. PEEBLES.

1IENIIV C. WRIUHT. 
ERNEST RENAN.

KILES B. STEBBINS, 
D. D. HOME,

ST. LOUIS. MO.. BOOK DEPOT.
MRS. M..I. REGAN, «2o Ninth 5th sheet, M. Louis, 

Mo., keeps constantly for sale the Banner of Light, 
nnd a full supply of the Spiritual mid Reform Work* 
published by Colby A Rlrh.

--------;•--• —^,^, .   
LONDON. ENG., ROOK DEPOT.

J. BURNS, Progressive Library, No. 15 Soulham nt on 
Row, BlooiiiHlmry Square, Hoiborn, W. C., London, Eng,

Wo have given our readers all the Information 
that has comb to us in regard to Mr. W. Irving 
Bishop, who pretends to bo nn exposer of Spirit­
ualism. Wo liave never seen him, but we liave 
taken the ground that if certain phenomena re­
ported as taking place In hls presence do actually 
occur, ho is probably a medium repudiating Ids 
mediumship in order to play the more profitable 

: part of nn “exposer.” The following letter Is 
confirmatory of the view we have taken :

27 IP«( 61«f street, New York, | 
16M 6>pL, 1876. | 

To, the Editor or tlio llannorot Light:
Your repeated allusions to oiio W. Irving 

Bishop as a "genuine'medium," in tlio face of 
hls so-called exposures of our faith, prompted 
me, while in Albany tlie beginning of tlie present 
week, to attend a performance he gave in that 
city under tlie auspices of many prominent citi­
zens of the highest respectability and reputation.

Tlio most remarkable experiment of tlie even­
ing was IBs duplication of Foster’s celebrated 
“ ballot-test.” in this, Bishop not only succeeded, 
but announced the name of the deceased without 
handling the ballots, which wero sealed and never 
left the hands of tho party wlio wrote and sealed 
them. Tliis party was tlie rector of a leading 
Episcopalian church in Albany. Bishop’s pro­
cedure was merely to place his own liana on tlio 
minister’s closed palm, which contained the sealed 
ballots, anil then make n few passes across the 
minister’s forehead with ills (Bishop's) disen­
gaged hand, wlilcli vibrated and worked me­
chanically. Bishop next called for a slate, and 

■ 1 upon It wrote out the deceased person’s name 
in a style of penmanship so similar to the 
minister’s, that tliat reverend gentleman was 
fain to disown it as ills own. All this was 
Serformed in full view of tlie audience, Bish- 

p nnd tlio minister the while surrounded on 
tho platform by a largo number of spectators. 
The experiment over, it was now hinted to Bish­
op by Ids audience Unit an explanation was desi­
rable; but ho'professed (!) to bo "Cm fatigued" 
to give one then and there. 1 approached him 
after the entertainment and requested, for my own 
satisfaction, some light upon tlie manifestation ; 
but ho proved himself hero an “artful dodger,” 
(if I may borrow the phrase witli which you ap­
propriately stamp him tliis week) and lie evaded 
my request on the same plea made to the audi­
ence.

In conclusion, I saw no inconsistency in tlie 
opinion expressed by_Tlieo. R. Noyes. M. D., in 
a recent issue of your paper, tliat Bishop fs a me­
dium, yet a renegade one, notwithstanding Bisli- 
op’s protestations before Ills audiences tliat lie is 
NOT one. Now Hint I liave seen Bishop and hls 
performances, I am confirmed in tlie opinion 

. that lie is a medium, and only imposing upon 
unbelievers in Spiritualism.

Respectfully, C. E. Allen.

Spiritualist Grove Meetings.
Tho Northern Wisconsin Spiritual Conference 

will convene In Omro, on Friday and Saturday, 
Sept. 29th and 30th, and Sunday, Oct. 1st.

The Ninth Annual Convention of tlie Minne­
sota State Association of Spiritualists will bo 
held at Harrison’s Hall, in the.city of Minneapo­
lis, on the 6th, 7th and 8th days of October. Rev. 
Samuel Watson, Rev. A. J. Fishback, and S. S. 
Jones, aro expected as speakers.

The next Quarterly Convention of the Vermont 
State Spiritualist Association will bo held at 
Felchvllle, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
29th and 30th, and Oct. 1st. A late note from L. 
0. Smith, concerning this Convention, informs 
us that " parties coming by the Central Vermont 
Road should stop nt, Cavendish, and those by tlio 
Vermont Central at Windsor. Tlio stages for 
Felchvllle connect at these places.” f.

The Eleventh Annual Convention of tlie'Con­
necticut Association of Spiritualists will bo held 
at West Meriden, Friday, Sept. 29th.

A Quarterly Convention of Spiritualists of 
Western Now York will bo held at Lockport, 
Saturday and Sunday, October llth and 15th.

Special Notice—Emi of Volume.
This number of tho Banner of Light closes tho 

present volume (XXXIX). Those of our pa­
trons who wish to renew aro respectfully re­
quested to remit at once, thus sparing additional 
labor to our mail clerks, and nt the same time 
conferring upon us the benefit of an encouraging 
pecuniary remembrance.

We not only earnestly request all our present 
subscribers to renew, but anxiously solicit thorn 
to exert their influence to Increase tlio number of 
names on our books, and Unis assist us in tlio 
great work we are engaged in of promulgating

Belvidere Seminary.
On our third page Prof. S. B. prlttan makes an 

able and eloquent appeal for -the extension of 
support and countenance on the part of the 
Spiritualists of tlie United States to tills useful 
educational institution at Belvidere, N. J. The 
Misses Bush—its principals—deserve great credjt 
for what they have heretofore accomplished in 
giving to tho school a decidedly liberal character, 
and we trust whoever may read the Professor’s 
article will feel moved to respond In a practical 
manner. ।

(ST In a letter from D. D. Home, the medium, 
dated Clarens,.France, Aug. 18th, to a friend in 
New York, extracts from which are published in 
The World, of that city, for Sept. 18th, occurs 
tho following passage:

"You will be sorry to hear that my illness hns 
taken a turn which I know to be a fatal one. I 
may Unger even for years, but all hope of even 
partial recovery must be abandoned.”

E£T Dr. Slade is reported to have received in­
vitations to hold stances in Berlin and Leipzig 
on hls way to St. Petersburg. He has determined 
to make no more than the necessary halts on the 
road, and to defer all further appointments on 
the Continent until after the fulfillment of hls en­
gagements in the Russian capital.

By A correspondent writes: “There A no 
fear for the future of the Banner of Light; It 
cannot be consumed, either by the fire of hatred 
or the spirit of envy, for It floats from the mast 
of Honor, and its folds unfurl too &any sacred 
truths for It to be hauled down."

GT.The American Spiritual Magazine, pub­
lished at Memphis, Tenn., by Samuel Watson, 
gives to its readers, In Its September number, 
much matter Of interest and profit. Read ft.

W Dr. Eugene Crowell has a note on our 
third page, to which .the reader’s attention is 
called.

On Sunday morning last >in meetings of tills 
•useful organization wero reopened at Rochester 
, Holl, under tho management of 4r, j, B, Hatch. 
.'There was an excellent attendance if pupils, and 
the large number of visitors present «ns a silent 
token of tho great interest felt by SpIrlti^Hsts in 
tliis institution. It is to bo hoped tliat tliis Mer­
est will prove fully equal to tho effective nialnk. 
nance of tlie school, especially as it starts ane^v 
financially square. It was, however, announced 
by Mr. J. B. Hatch, tliat the present supply 
would only meet ono month’s demand, and it 
must be a question to bo solved by tlie Boston 
Spiritualists whether after that time the Lyceum 
sliould continue its useful operations, or drop out 
of existence from want of support. To be Inces­
santly begging is not morally healthful for the 
managers. Spontaneous offerings borne ।bn tho 
good will of tlie donors nre ever the most accept­
able and efficient for good. Witli the love of 
truth in the heart, tiiese to the extent of $500 a 
year should be readily forthcoming. In Hint 
case tlie future of the Lyceum will be one of 
progress into new developments of active use­
fulness, and It will constitute a centre from 
whicli ever new. iniluenees will emanate for the 
diffusion of spiritual trutli. Its capabilities are 
large, but like all human institutions tlie expan­
sive properties can only be educed by tlie 
friendly hand of finance.

In addition to tlie usual Lyceum exercises, on 
Sunday. last, addresses were given by Dr. Carpen­
ter, Dr.' Currier, Dr. Taylor, and Mr. R. Linton 
from Englund.
, Mrs. Fnnpio Allyn will speak at Rochester Hull 
evefytSunday afternoon1 and evening during 
Octoby', under tlie auspices of tlie Lyceum.

Ernest J. Wltherford, M. D., has postponed for the 
present hls contemplated tour to the East.

George P. Colhy announce# to thnSphhuaJl.st.s of Central 
am. Northern Florida, Southern Georgia ami Alabama, 
that u? will answer calls to lecture ami organize develop­
ing ch?lvs at all points on or accessible to railroad and 
steamboat Unes, where sunk*lent rem one raf Ion can Ito 
gun ran teed to defray traveling expense*. Ac. Hu may bu 
addressed nt,Hl further notice at Enterprise, Volusia Co.. 
Fla.

Mrs. S. A. Rogers Heyder will visit Cambridge, Me., for 
a season, and while In that vicinity would be pleased to re­
ceive calls to lecture, or to ext rcl.se her mediumlstic gifts. 
She may bo addressed at Hint place till further notice. 
Her permanent address Is Havjrhlli, Mass.
'Dr. French Webster Is now located In Bath. Me., nml 

would be pleased Jo receive ends to lecture.
Mrs. Carnes, *1 Im flower medium, has removed to 229 

Northampton street, near Weinohl. Boston.
M. Mllleson. spirit artist, will speak In Putnam, Conn.1, 

on Sundays Sept. 21th and Oct, 1st, morning; ami evening, 
and In Stoneham, Mass., Oct. Mh. on “The Uses and 
Beauties of Spirit Art,” and llm need id greater pecuniary 
assistance being given to tlm struggling artist media, 
through whom Is being rnniUird advance work showing the 
anatomy of tlm vital currents of thu spit Huai body- knowl­
edge of Importance to magirtic manipulators and others 
desiring to understand the laws of their being. Paintings 
will be used to illustrate theaHinportant lectures, and thus 
subtle truths can be tendered objective to the understand­
ing. These Illustrated dlscotrsesnrv   ting with marked 
favor hy tlm thinking minds of New England.

D. W. Hull, accompanied by Annie Eaton, test medium, 
expects to take a trip through ihe West, commencing 
about the first of November. He will be glad to attend 
conventions, conduct dlscmplons, or deliver lectures, ami 
hls terms will he within the reach of the poorest, Address

Donations
In Aid of the Runner of Light Public, Free-Circle 

Meetings.
Received since'our last acknowledgments, tlio 

following amounts, for whicli wo tender our most 
grateful thanks: From II. E. Parsons, $50,09 ; 
Mrs. E. Cooper, $2,70 ; J. J. Miller, $1,00; J. K., 
$1,00; I. M. Nanson, 50 cents; Mrs. M. Burn­
ham, $1,85; Moses B. Harris, 50 cents ; William 
Reanier, 40 cents ; Mr. Coolidge, Chelsea, Mass., 
^2,00 ; Mrs. Swain, Lynn, Mass., $1,00 ; A Friend, 
Boston, Mass., $1,00; Nancy R. Batchelder, $2,00; 
J. O. B., Boston, $3,00.

To tho Editor of thoJ Hanner ot Light:
I think it is about time Mrs. Seaver of Bromley 

Park was exposed again. Since she lias kept tlie 
over-credulous skeptics out-doors, tlie "spirits” 
tliat come to her circles have so Increasedin num­
bers and in power tliat It is really annoying to 
profound men of science. Why, Mr. Editor, I 
was at one of her circles: yesterday, wlien not 
less thnn forty of the bogus creatures from 
the other world presented themselves, all dressed 
in different garments. Sure, if tlie spirit Indies 
are as careful about rumpling tlieir fixings as our 
earthly belles'.and matrons are, it would take 
half-a-dozen Saratoga trunks to stow away the 
costumes that wero then and there exhibited. 
One little lllrt camo out and held her network 
shawl up to us to admire, wlilcli was about two 
and a half feet square. She then began to shake 
it up and down in tlie air, just as n housewife 
shakes crumbs from a table-cloth, and by 
some “devilish,” cantrap trick, nt every finp the 
shawl grew bigger and bigger, until il got to be 
several yards in length and not less than two 
yards In breadth.' Then, again, such whisper- 
-ings, sucli hugglngs, such sobbiqgs and crylngs 
for joy, ns nre constantly going on there between 
eartli parents and spirit children, husbands and 
wives, nnd otlier denr relations and friends, Hint 
fnncy they meet nt Mrs. Senver’s circles, Is per­
fectly ridiculous. Three and even four of tho 
spirits sometime? come together, so tliat Mrs.- 
Seaver must of course cut herself up in as many 
pieces to accommodate tlie unreasonable creatures, 
which is very cruel, you know—as nl) the sur- 
Eand tailoring, and fitting, lias to be done by

ilf alone In the dark. Another thing tliat 
sliould be put an end to, Is tho unfair attendance 
of Spiritualists nt Mrs. Senver’s rooms, these 
hard times, wlien so many other mediums are 
comparatively neglected. Luckily tlie spirits 
won’t allow but twelve sitters at one circle, from 
fear, no doubt, of exposure, so Hint mnny have to 
stay out in tho cold till their turn comes.

September 20th. . T. R. II.

In consequence of tho efforts and advocacy of 
Mr. J. N. T. Martheze, the above gentlemen have 
formed themselves into a committee, to act in 
conjunction with that in America, for tho pur­
pose of raising subscriptions toward tlio Testimo­
nial to Andrew Jackson Davis. In America, wo 
learn by tlie last mail, about three thousand two 
hundred dollarshave been collected. Those Eng­
lish friends who wish to subscribe—and it is to 
bo hoped there will be many—aro requested to 
send their contributions to Mr. Martheze, 20 
Palmelra square, Brighton, witli as little delay 
ns possible. The following amounts have already 
been received : Mr. J. N. T. Martheze, £25 ; Mr. 
Chas. Blackburn, £20 ; Mr.' P. R; Harrison, 
£3 3s.; Mrs. Berry, £2 2s.; Sir Chas. Isham, 
£1 Is.; Miss Ponder, £1 Is.; Mr. IL Collen, 
£l Os.; Miss Klslfngbury, 10s 6<1.—'She Spiritu­
alist, London, Png., for Sept. 8th.

Death.—I do not believe tliat at the hour of 
death there is one moment’s suspension of con­
scious existence. I even believe that in tlio so- 
called insensibility or unconsciousness that often 
precedes bodily dissolution the dying person Is 
still sensible, still conscious. It is only that the 
electric wire at the nerve has lost the power of 
carrying messages from tlio inhabitants within to 
those outside. It has become a non-conductor.— 
Dr. Cumming.

The Testimonial to Andrew Jackson 
Davis.

The Spiritualists of tho Northwest, Including 
all local societies and organizations of any kind, 
or individuals, aro requested to set apart the 
proceeds of their meetings, or to send in Individ­
ual contributions, on the fourth Sunday of Sep­
tember, to cooperate with the Society in Chicago 
for the benefit of the above fund.

It is hoped that by means of such concerted 
action a substantial addition may be made to this 
most merited tribute to Mr. Davis.

Local societies and Lyceums in Chicago will 
please confer in reference to the movement, that 
it may bo made complete and effective.

Cora L. V. Tappan.
153 Park Avenue, Chicago.
[Remittances may be made to S. S. Jones, of 

the Rellgio/Pbilosophlcal Journal.]

To Let—Splendid new rooms, suitable for 
office purposes—in'a highly eligible locution- 
furnished with all the modern Improvements: 
gas, water, and steam-heaters. Apply at the 
Banner of Light Counting Room for further par­
ticulars. ^ • '-

Thk LondonSpikitual Magazine. PrlcoHOcenu.
Human Natuhk: A Monthly Journal of ZolHtlcSclonco 

and Intelligence, Published In London. Price25cent#, 
TheSI'ihitualikt : A Weekly Journal of Psychologi­

cal Science, London, Eng. Price 8 cents.
TiikRklkho-Pihloroi'IUCal Jofhnal: Devoted to 

Spiritualism. PubllHheil In Chicago, ill. Price8cent#.
Thk Little Bouquet, Published In Chicago, III. 

Price to cents.
Thk Chucihlk. Published In Boston, Price 0 cents.
Thk Hkhald of Health andJouiinalgf Physical 

Culture. Published In New York. Price 15 cents.
Thk Spiritual Magazink, Published monthly in 

Memphis. Tenn. 8. Watson. Editor. Price 20 cents; by 
mail 25emit#.

Thk Medium and Daybreak: A Weekly Journal de­
voted to Spiritualism. Price Scents.

RATESJlFJLDVEimSING.

COLBY & RICH, 
Publishers and Booksellers

Spiritual, Progressive, Reform, 
AND 

MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS.
AT WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

BY ROBERT B. INGERSOLL

Ah EiimeM Endeavor lo Keronvile Mntrrhil
Nelenrv with Spirifttol Selvnec nnd with

Letter from Rev. Sylvanus Cobb, of Boston, Ed­
itor of the "Christian Freeman.”

Boston, December 24, 1859.
Dear Sir—It may bo some satisfaction to you 

to be informed of tho result of tlie trial of tlie 
“ Peruvian Syrup ” in my family. My daugh­
ter was brought low by a typhoid fever lust 
spring, and after tho fever left her she continued 
very weak, and the simplest food distressed her. 
For months sho remained in tlie same debilitated 
condition ; but from tlio 1st of September last, 
when she commenced taking tlie Syrup, tlie di­
gestive functions Improved, and she steadily 
gained strength and vivacity, and now, having 
taken two bottles, she is restored to a good state 
of health ; indeed, she appears more really healthy 
than she has for several years past. I am of 
opinion tliat the “Protoxide of Iron” contained 
In the PeruvlnirSyrup was adapted to her case, 
and effected what no otlier known medicine 
could liave effected. Yours truly, S. Cobb.

MOST EVERYBODY KNOWS.
One thing most everybody knows, 

Tliat Bovs are "Clothed” from head to feet, 
In'"JVcio York styles" at George Fenno's, 

i Corner of Beach and Washington street.
S.23.10W

Speumatorrhiea permanently cured by an 
external application. Eacli case warranted. Ad­
dress Dn. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J.

S.9.-7W*

Mrs. Nellie M. Flint, Electrician, and Heal­
ing and Developing, office 200 Joralemon street, 
opposite City Hall, Brooklyn, N. Y. Hours 10 to4.

Mr. and Mns. Holmes, 614 South Washington 
Sq., Philadelphia, Pa. Circles Monday, Tuesday 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings, at 8 o’clock.

F’19’ '
Dn. Fred. L. II. Willis maybe addressed for 

the summer at Glenora, Yates Co., N. Y.
Jy.l.
The Magnetic Healer, Dr. J. E. Briggs, Is 

also a Practical Physician. Office 24 East Fourth 
st. Address Box 82, Station D, New York City.
J.l.___________
J. V. Mansfield, Test Medium, answers 

sealed letters, at361 Sixth av./New York. Terms, 
$3 and four 3-cent stamps. REGISTER YOUR

Public Reception Room Tor Spiritu­
alists.—Tho Publishers of tho Banner of Light 
have assigned a suitable Room in their Establish­
ment EXPRESSLY FOR THE ACCOMMODATION OF 
Spiritualists, where those so disposed can meet 
friends, write letters, etc., etc. Strangers visit­
ing tlie city are invited to make this their Head­
quarters. Room open from 7 a. m, till 6 f. m.

Tho Scientific Wonder!

THE PLANCHETTE.
THE WRITING PLANCHETTE!

THE WRITING PLANCHETTE!
THE WRITING PLANCHETTE!

SCIENCE h umiblr to explain tlie mysterious perform­
ances of ihh wonderful little Instrument, which writet 

Intelligent answers to quest km* asked cither aloud or men­
tally. Those nna< qnalhteil with It would lie astonished at 
home of the results (hat hate been attained through lb! 
ngenex. and no domestic circle should tie without one. All 
Invcstlgatois who deshe practice In writing mediumship 
sliould avail' themselves of these “ Plaiichetfrs, ” which 
may lie rmiMilted on all nuestbuis. ns also for communica­
tions from deceased relatives or friends.

The IManrhcHe Is fiHUhbed complete with Mx, pencil 
and directions, by which any one can easily understand 
how to use It,

9I.OO.

SPERMATORRHtEA,

Tlio Conllict between Darwinism and 
Spiritualism. 

BY J. M. BE EBLES.

Liver Complaint, Mental
Dyspepsia, and Headache.

BY M. L. HOLBROOK, M. I).
This hofik alm< tomhdenseaml pul Into 'practical form

9 Montgomery Place

WE claim especial skill In treating Nervon# nml Rheu­
matic diseases, and all dllllculllc# arising from a dis­

eased condition of the Stomach, Liver. Kldneysam! Blood. 
Our me:hod# of treatment consist of Electro-Medicated 
Va|»or Baths. Manipulation,- Electricity, and Botanic rem­
edies, prepared nml magnetized by ourselves. Patient# 
examined by lock of hair, slate sek and age, <MUre hour# 
from 1<I A. M. to 4 F. M. Sept. 2.X

Mrs. Jennie S. Rudd.
TtUNE Pi otograph# of thin well-known worker —now 

j Medium at the Banner of Lighr rrinjc Fuke 
Circles—have been secured from the studio of Warren, 

465 Washington street, Boston.
Thu pictures are hi two sizes-the prices 50 cents and 23 

cents.
For sale by COLBY A RICH, at No. 9 Montgomery 

Place, corner of Province street (lower floor), Boston, 
Mass.

THE BETTER WAY:
Ail Appeal to Men in belialt'of Human 
Culture through a Wiser Parentage.

Experiences ol Judge J, W. Edmonds
IN SPIRIT-LIFE.

THE PROBABLE effect

A DISCUSSION

ROOMS TO LET.
Spacious rooms in tho bank tn of light Build­

ing, 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province street, 
newly fitted up. floated by steam, set bowls, finely venti­

lated. Ac. Apply nt the Hookstore of COLBY A RICH, on 
first floor. tf—July 8.

spirit People.

otnpotind.de
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^Message Department.

REPORTS OF SPIRIT MESSAGES 
r;n ns mumuii HIE MianrMSinr or

Mil*. J1AMH N. IH’I»I>.

MESSAGES FROM TXE SPIRIT-WORLDthat the hero-worshipers would be fewer than 
tliey are. No; we believe not that God created 
woman from the ribof man, but that womannud 
man Were created from tiie same source, at Hie 
... umami of the great Jehovah, or, if you please 
to call It so, at the command of the great over­
ruling Law ; that they came into the world equal, 
and we trust the time will come when they will 
journey onias one, on tbe same equal footing. -

Rev. Arthur Caverno.
Mr. Chairman, 1 suppose I may as well intro- 

dime myself at the outset. I am Rev. Arthur 
Caverno. I passed away rather suddenly, at 
Dover, N. H. 1 had officiated as a clergyman 
for many years, and I supposed my ideas of 
life were certainly truthful. 'I supposed my ideas 
of in-aven were all that they should be, and that 
I had learned all there was of Bible teaching, 
and tliat I understood it from the beginning of 
Genesis to the end of Revelations; but Island 
to-day as a little child in spirit-life. 1 am ready 
to kneel at the foot of the cross nnd to say, "Oh, 
Lord, thou knowest more than 1 ; give unto me 
what knowledge thou seest is fitted for me."

1 come to you, Mr. Chairman, not as a teacher, 
but with bowed head, feeling that I could almost 
put off my shoes and say, Lo ! I stand on holy 
ground, for I understand truly that your plat­
form is one which should lie regarded as a great 
and mighty one, and that the work that you do 
thereon is not for babes only, but for the high 
intelligences wliich come from the great heaven 
above. Yes, Mr. Chairman, I am willing to bow 
my head before' you and the audience present, 

1 and sny to you, " Help, oh 1 help me in thisgreat 
path of progression."

I have no heavenly homo; I find no New Jeru­
salem ; there nre. no streets paved with gold. I 
had learned before 1 left that this was not so, 
but ITielleved truly and honestly that the spirit­
world was not in communion with this world, 
even as 1 commune with yon to-day. I have now 
learned my great mistake, and come before you 
as a little child, to lenrn the first tottering steps 
in the service of tlie Great Spirit. 1 come from 
that summer-land, where all is joy, where al( is 
hope, and beauty too. 1 come back on the wings 
of love to those I have left behind. 1 would point 

1 them with the finger of nITection to that beauti­
ful land, to that home where the radiance of the 
Grent Spirit shinesamid perfect joy, where there 
is no darkness, where there are no clouds, but 
all is le-autitul and grand. But I have learned 

■ this : tliat It makes no difference in spirit-life 
what a man's profession may have.been, or what 
his condition may have been, whether a king 
upon a throne or a vagabond who trpmped your 
streets, all are subject to the same-Jaw. The 
same law that holds good for the monarch'holds 
good for the plebeian. He wlio lives not aright 
In your life, must sutler for it in Die life beyond. 
Would you havo the pages of your record kept cl ear 
nnd pure? Would you have your spirit filled 
with joyous and bright light there? Then be 
pure ami true and good here. Let the (lowers of 

| your life be sunshiny, let your soul never lie. 
cas^down. Do only those things which seem to 
you to be right.

I would say to my loved ones here, oh, press 
onward 1 Cast aside the shackles which held you 
down. Clasp hold of the hands of the angels, 
and go onward and upward with a realizing 
sense tliat spirituality lives within you, that tho 
spiritual is all about you, and Hint heaven is your 
homo, if you only claim it as such.

\ I -------

Robert Raey Spearman.
It is quite a long way across the water, Mr. 

Chairman, to your shore, but I am told that who­
ever comes Is welcome, therefore I ventured. I am 
Robert Raey Spearman, of Eacbwick-hall, More­
house, Northumberland, England. I nm seventy- 
two years old. I nm an old man, but still I feel 
it my duty to speak that which seems to fill my 
soul wlt]i the greatest possible praise to God, to 
sny to nil that there is no death. I took off, or 
laid aside, my mortal form, nnd found myself 
clothed in the Immortal. I met my beloved ones, 
those who loved me in infancy nnd who guided 
my footsteps in my younger days, those who 
were with me in middle nge, and those whose 
kisses of love woke ever the heart-thrills of affec­
tion In my soul. Yes, I find all ceremony and 
pomp laid aside, and that even ns he who pre­
ceded me this afternoon expressed himself, “the 
monarch on the throne and the plebeian ’’ hnve 
the same walking place. Yea, verily, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, for I find if I would bo 
redeemed—thoroughly made whole—I must re­
deem myself. I find that I must do justice to 
my fellow-man, that I must feel that I, and I 
alone, am responsible for each and every act 
committed in the body, and I come here, Mr. 
Chairman, not to do a great work, but to send 
across the waters a telegraphic message that I 
still live, and tbat I am still interested in the old 
place—still Interested in the old living. I will 
assist them and do all I can- for them. I thank 
you for the privilege you have granted to me, a 
foreigner, of having tills interview with human­
ity this afternoon.

Cecelia Montrose.
Mr. Chairman, are ail welcome nt your circle— 

the sinner as well as the saint? [Ans.-^All are 
welcome.]

My name was Cecelia Montrose. I went out 
from Galveston, Texas. I have no mighty.works 
to show as the result of my lifetime. I can point 
to no noble deeds. I can show you no sunshiny 
spots. I know not why I come to day. I do not 
know these people. I do not know, Mr. Chair­
man, but that tho longing for sympathy which I 
had in earth-life, that terrible feeling of loneli­
ness—ay, oh woman 1 dost thou know what I 
mean?—that terrible feeling of loneliness, the 
desire that I might have some one to care for me, 
some one to love me, brought me here. . Ay 1 the 
tempter came in his darkness. The hours were 
gloomy and sad—they are all before me now 1 
Yes, I know them, know them full well, for I 
meet them at each turn, as I pass along the stair­
way, in spirit-life. Yet I would gather the flow­
ers from the beautiful gardens, but they turn on 
me when I take them I As I look at them they 
are blackened, and I know not where to turn I

I dare not tell you my life, lost, like those of 
earth-life with whom I haye come in contact, you 
open your door and tell mo to begone.

' Sorry I sorry I Does that make life better ? 
Sorry I And who would help us oh or cheer us 
with a smile ? Ay I none. Woman, thou hast 
drawn thy garments aside as I have passed 
along I- Man, thou hast smiled tho. smile of 
wickedness I ' •

Yet I am in spirit-life by my own hand. Sor­
ry I yes, sorry I And how much better does it 
make it to be told I have taken that which I 
could not give, and must return to earth and

Invocation.
Onr Father and our Mother find, as we stand 

waiting before tlie throne of the great Immortal, 
we ask thy kindness, thy protection. We ask 
thnt, as the dew strengthens the Hower and 
brings out its beautiful colors and unfolds its 
petals, so tuny thy hive bring Into Hower and into 

^beauty every soul here present. Oh may thy 
strong arm, which reacbetli forth among tlie 
angels and sendeth them on their missions of 
love, reai’h even into tliis room today; and may 
It take each weakened soul by the hand, and 
bring it up to a higher, better plane of existence. 
As the dew-drop falls upon the Hower, so may 
portions of thy never-failing love fall upon these 
thy children. Oh ! may tlielr lives become sanc­
tified, may their hearts become strong by com- 
munion witli tlie angel-world. And oh 1 our 
Father and our Mother Cod—the sweetest, name 
that we can give to thee—wo know thou wateli- 
est o'er us, tliat thou setidest forth thy never- 
failing elements to sustain and guide us, even ns 
tlie mother watches o'er her little ones. Wilt 
thou protect and guide us'.' Help us as we bring 
these messages of love ; keep us and hold US unto 
thyself, and we would give to thee all the praise, 
now and forevermore. Amen.

Questions and Answers.
CoxTiioi.i.ixa Spin it.—Mr. Chairman, if you 

have any questions, we are ready to consider, 
them.

Ques.—(By G. M. Stanley, Windsor. Canada.] 
Will tin.....ntrolling intelligence explain how it 
is that the raising of Lazarus from Ilie dead is 
not a miracle, since he (Christ) himself acknowl­
edges Lazarus to have been dead '.’ [See./uAn xi: 
11.

Ass —We know no miracles ; we acknowledge 
naught but whnt is in accordance with physical 
laws. Wedn not believe that Lazarus was dead, 
for had he been dead the law of decomposition 
would have claimed him as its own. We know 
Unit there are many in (4110 present time who 
have slept a longer period than-Lazarus, without 
food, without sustenance of any kind, and yet 
have been restored to animation and health, even 
as was Lazarus of old. We do not believe, that 
Christ performed a single miracle, affording to 
the received Idea of miracles ; but we believe tliat 
every occurrence which took place in his pres­
ence was in accordance with the laws of Nature. 
True, the blind received their sight, the lame 
leaped with joy, and the insane became clothed 
in their right minds; yet we believe that the laws 
of magnetism, of electricity, the laws of spirit- 
control, will fully explain each and every occur­
rence which took place In his presence. We be­
lieve that Lazarus was entranced, or put to sleep 
by the angel-world, and that when Christ came 
into his presence ami took hold of his hand, he 
received a revivifying influence that brought 
him to his senses, or to his normal condition. 
Thus only can we account for the condition of 
Lazarus.

Q.—[Froma correspondent.J Doyon fiillybe- 
Heve that about six thousand years ago, more or 
less, the first human being was created at once a 
perfect, adult man, with matured faculties and a 
nigh intelligence, and furnished with a complete 
language, and that afterwards, there being no 
suitable help-meet for him, a rib was taken out 
of him and a woman made from it?

A.—Your correspondent ’s question, Mr. Chair- 
Man, comes to us with a shock almost. He asks 
if we believe that about six thousand years ago 
a man was created, fully equipped with intelli­
gence, and with all the power of manhood, at 
once, by the simple fiat of the Almighty, and 
that, finding no suitable help-meet, a rib was 
taken from his body to make a woman of; 
tliat is to say, God came down and took up­
on himself Die ollice of a surgeon. We can 
only leave it to the intelligence of our audience 
and to the intelligence of the wide world to an­
swer that question. No, sir, we believe no such 
thing. We do not believe man was created in a 
moment. We believe no theory of "mud babies” 
or of mud men and women, but we believe in the 
laws of life, in the laws of God, which are im­
mutable and unchangeable. If you will look 
over the past you can directly trace man back to 
his origin. We find that for each created being 
there was a germ from which it sprang. We find 
that man always sprang Into being from the 
same kind of agerm'; and if this has ever been 
the case witli man, It must also have been the 
case with woman. Wherever we find a germ we 
find it male nnd female. No ; we do not believe 
In the surgery theory of the Almighty God; but 
we do believe in a God of Infinite Wisdom and 
Power, who understands his own law and never 
changes.. We do not believe the world was cre­
ated in six days and that God rested on the sev­
enth, for your very hillsides, your mountains, 
your rivers, give the lie to the old heathen mytho­
logical story of the past. We believe that man 
came into being in regular order, in tho course of 
the development of the planet Earth, and we be­
lieve thnt he progressed onward, and that the 
man of to-day Is no more like the man of six 
thousand years ago, than is tho little toad like 
the elephant. We believe that man was created 
at first a rather ordinary being. Progression 
has been the law from that time up to this, and 
now ho is a capable, intelligent person, far be­
yond that of even a thousand years ago. In fact, 
were the man who lived a thousand years ago to 
appear on your platform to-day, you would call 
him very ordinary. You people of earth wor­
ship the heroed ?f the past. You have them not 
here to compare with the men of to-day; If you 

' had, I fear that tho contrast would be so great

take up life again and live it o'er, that I may be- 
eomi! a better woman ? Why ! could 1 blot out 
the past, could 1 bring tlmse little ones to life 
again, 1 would go upon my knees to Jerusalem I

Ay ! would I not follow the path of the pil 
grim ! would I not kneel before the cross 1 would 
I not call upon the mountains to fall down and 
hide me! But lam lure in spirit-life, and nil 
look upon me and know tbat 1 am a suicide. 
Tliey told me to come back to this circle-room, 
Mr. Chairman, and 1 should obtain strength. 
God grant 1 may. ■' 'q

I thank you, sir. It's not worth reporting 
I came to speak what 1 've so long felt—that I 
needed sympathy, protection nnd love.

>- David S. Lawrence.
Will you say, Mr. Chairman, to the friends in 

Waterbury, Conn., who complain that different 
parts of tlie State nre represented, while their 
part lias been left out In the cold, that I, David 
S. Lawrence, of Waterbury, Conn., havo come, 
and if any of my friends would like to hear from 
me I am on hand, nnd should be very glnd to 
shake hands with them, and tell them something 
of my experience in spirit life. I was about 
fifty-eight yenrs old. 1 simply wish to stnte that 
1 am here, and that I consider Waterbury quite 
a place, and want it represented. That's all.

E------ -.
, Mr. Chairman, Indies and gentlemen, I do not 
understand talking, but I have spoken in a sd-

I anco once before. I expected to resell my father 
and mother once ngain, but I have not been able 
to do so, and 1 take this opportunity to say to 
them that they need not fear; that I shall pro­
gress as fast as it Is possible for me to do ; that I 
have no regrets for tin past, only ns it nffects 
tliem. I would not thin the world know all that 
1 know. I would not that the world know how 
I went away; but sny to them this : To my fa­
ther, bo of good cheer, the angels are with you, 
and tliey will assist you to bring out and devel­
op that which you have so longed to take hold 
of. Say to my mother, who drops each day n 
scalding tear, weep not, for I am happier than I 
should have been had I stayed here. Say to my 
l.sisters, oh cheer father and mother ; give tliem 
comfort, as I would have given them had it been 
best I stayed. Say to my brother, be strong, and 
look into the spiritual philosophy, for never will 
the)church save him from the troubles of life. 
Say to them all, that 1 regret I could not see 
them again, but as days pass by they will feel 
my hand, and at nightfall they enn wntch for my 
coming, for I shnll .be there. Tell them tore- 
magnetize my room, to clear it from tliat fatal 
numnetism, that others may not suffer ns I did. 
Tell them I nm learning each dny the spirituni 
philosophy, and will return to them with joy. I 
will only sign my name E. They will get ii nnd 
will understand it;

Pat MacMannus.
Shure, sir, nn’ is there room for nn nuld body 

like nieself? Well, thin, an’ wliat is tills thing 
ye ’re trying to do, sir? [These circles give de­
parted spirits the opportunity of proving that 
tliey live, and can come back and Identify them­
selves to their friends ] Fn'th 1 tbat is whnt I've 
bin afther for a long time—to find out whether 
there was such a tiling as life or not. I wlnt out 
from Boston—Rell, let me see, what year is this' 
sir? [187(1.] T wint out aboot seventy-four, wid 
yer blessing’! I wint out in the month of'Aprll, 
sir. As muddy a time as iver you see. Well, sir, 
an’ do ye mind me cornin' now ? fYou aro wel­
come.] Fn'th I is it open to all the folks there Is? 
An' do ye not 'mind whether we come from 
Ameriky or Scotland, or where the dlvil we do 
come from? [No.] That 's true dlmocracy. 
Fa’th, an' I used to hear 'em tell a great dale 
about dlmocracy. I tell ye what it meant when 
I worked in your counthry, sir. I always found 
that when voting time come, they always knew 
Pat bettlier than on any other day of tlie year. 
Do ye mind tliat, sir? It was tbe only day they 
recognized an Irishman, about voting time.

Well, sir, I wint out wid consumption. I had 
a horrid time of it, sir. I suppose I lived too 
hard. The doctors sold—dlvil a bit if I knew 
wliat it was—they said I drank in some of tho 
gases, if ye know what that/is, from what I 
worked on, an’ it affected me lungs. Well, sir, 
I suppose 1 died out gradually. There was n’t n 
bit of meat on me bones when I wint, nothin’ 
but only tlie skin drawn over the bones. Well, 
sir, I alnt got much to say, blit I want to know 
if ye know what ye 're about ? Fa’th I an’ do ye 
know about the underground railroad? It's 1870, 
and it's most election time. They always knew 
Pat when it was election time, an’ I want you to 
know Pat now. Fa’th ! do ye do it, sir?

I just believe tliis, that if ye knew how to vote 
ye would be careful of tho little offices—for ye 
know in yer Bible, not ours, how it is written 
that the little foxes sp'iled the vines ? so it’s tho 
little offices tliat sp’ile the big ones. If ye don’t 
want a Church Government, bo careful that ye 
don’t let the little foxes twine round the vines; 
look out for tho little offices. An’ now, maybe, 
ye think that Pat’s a fool, but 1 tell ye ho knows 
what he is talkin’ about. An’ here I stand for- 
ninst the whole of ye, an’ though I’m not mucli 
of a spakin’ man, an’ I suppose I'm not very 
respectable, for me clothes aro dirty an’ filthy ; 
but all tho same—I tell ye I know wliat I am 
talkin’ about, for I’ve been there, an’ it’s a 
warnin’ ye want. Let me warn ye to bo careful 
about the bits of paper ye put in the ballot-box.

1 liked a dhrop once in a while as well as the 
next one. I don’t belaive Iwas to blame for 
that. Me father an’ me mother liked it before 
me, an’ I don’t know how I ’in to blame for lik­
in’ it too. Nowit’s the year seventy-six, tlie 
hundredth year, as ye call it; look out for the 
little offices, an’ not let 'em get hold of ’em; if ye 
do, ye ’ll have a Church-Government, an’ a divil 
of a time there ’ll be, an’ I ’ll not get in here at 
all at all, thin! Shure, I'm Pat MacMannus.

Charles Wright.
Charles Wright would like to say to his friends 

that he is all right, though ho no longer Is in the 
way, no longer is a thorn-bush ; that he-has met 
his friends on this side, and is gratified at meet­
ing them. I recognize upon your platform sev­
eral spirits I knew in earth-life, among them one 
who calls herself Violet. Give my love to all my 
friends, and tell them they have my warmest 
sympathies. I’m glad I ’vo got out.

Controlling Spirit,
Friends, we would gladly do what so many of 

your hearts ask us to do, put In your well- 
known and dear friends to speak to you, but we 
have taken those spirits who stood upon the plat- 
form this afternoon that felt they had a right to 
come. We have done what we felt was necessary 
for us to do. We again thank you for your kind 
attention and forbearance.

___
Little Nellie.

And may you all have " something sweet to 
think of ” as you go to your homes to-day. May 
you remember that you have been In communion 
with the splrit-worlu, with the angels. We have 
not only been doing our work, but you have been 
doing yours. You have been aiding and assist­
ing the spirits to come to earth, and send 
their messages of love. When you go to your 
homes just remember that some little girl, or 
some old lady, may be close beside you. If bad 
thoughts come into your minds, and you feel that 
you must speak them, just remember that you 
are not alone, the angel-world is with you. 
When you were little girls and little boys your 
fathers and mothers told you “ you must be care­
ful what you do, because God will seesyou doit.” 
We tell you from the spirit-world to be careful, 
because the angels see you—and they are a part 
of God. Bo careful what you think, for the sen­
sitive ones may perceive it; be careful what your 
acts are, for the angels are close beside you. 
May God and the angels bless you. Good after­
noon.

HIVES TllllOVC.il yik NEniUMSlIH1 OF

MItN. NAItAN A. DANNKIN.
During tlie last twent/ years biindreils nf rph Its havo 

convers-d with their fi-M'ilson earth through the medium­
ship uf Mrs. Danskin. «hth: she was In the entranced con­
dition—tidally uncoieclous.

Mrs. Danskfn'B Mediumistic Experiences.
" (Fart Thirty-Eight.J

> BY WASH. A. DANSKIN.

Tho power to' identify a spirit lias sometimes 
been questioned by those wlio admit tlie fact of 
communication witli the spirit-world. But so far 
as our experiences extend, we have found the 
difficulty not so great as asserted. Sometimes 
tlie doubt has been suggested by mortals, some­
times the question has been asked by spirits, 
“ How do you know tliat it is tlie spirit of your 
father wlio has been communicating with you?”

During tlie last twenty years, my father’s spirit 
has been tlie watchful guardian over my own 
life; giving impressions during the current hours 
of the day, quickening thought, writing for tlie 
press, or speaking from tlie rostrum week after 
week, and also controlling Mrs. Danskin’s or­
gans of speech, and giving caution or counsel 
when circumstances or conditions rendered it 
expedient. He and Doctor Rush have acted in 
harmony, the ono directingynd shaping, as far 
as possible, external conditions, tlie other using 
her mediumship for reading tho interior state 
and prescribing remedies for those who are dis­
eased.

Upon one occasion, a dozen.years ago, after a 
very pleasant evening spent at the table with a 
party of our immediate friends, we had retired 
to our room, and were preparing for the night’s 
repose, when tlie spirit of an Irishman—prompt­
ed, I suppose, by tlie rulers of that church which 
has throwh so many obstacles in tlie Way of spir­
itual progress—said, "Now, sir, you think you’ve 
been getting mighty nice communications, don’t 
you? You think your father’s been talking to 
you. I wnnt tp tell you, there's a lot of fellows 
floating aroiind and calling themselves Shak- 
spearp apd Shelley and Byron, and some of them 
telling yod it’s your father talking to you, when 
it’s not so, do you see ?” .

In reply, I said, “ Patrick, that suggestion has 
been made before by wiser heads than yours, but 
it does not effect its purpose, it doe's not create 
doubt in my mind. For years past, a spirit has 
apparently watched over mo with parental care, 
ever giving wise counsel, placing before me tlie 
loftiest niniB, instilling'the purest principles, and 
endeavoring to stimulate and bring into activity 
tlie noblest attributes of my nature. Now, Pat­
rick, such an influence ns tills could not conic 
from one who was playing falsely ; and if tliose 
' fellows who arc.floating around’—as you say- 
can speak to me, is not tlie same channel of com­
munication open to my father?" "Yes," said 
ho, “ of course, occasionally.” .“ Then,” said I? 
" Patrick, if that is the case, would not my fa­
ther’s spirit guard mo'against those ‘ fellows,' and 

■not leave so important a duty to you ?”

- Rufus Wardwell.
My name was Rufus Wardwcll, of Stamford, 

Conn. I was seventy-three years old. I was a 
Unlversalist in all its brandies, and I was burled 
from tho church at Stamford. Whoever doubts 
t his must have a very obtuse mind or a very con- 
traryono. To tho seers and to tho [icarers, to 
tho believers and to tho non-believers: I have 
met with no disappointments ; my religion was 
true to the letter, and under its guidance I havo 
bedomo a ’very God. Not a God to praise or to 
worship,' or to adore myself, but a very God to 
do the bidding of a Power Uiaf is higher and 
more sublime than mine. I feel tlio vivifying, 
eternal breath of my Master searching through 
every fibre of my spiritual being, Ho bids mo 
labor for the good of others, whereby that eternal 
life may be mine.

Thinkers and believers, how grand, how sub­
lime are the ways of the Creator I However 
wayward or disobedient you may be, there is for 
each and all a homo in heaven. The angels sing 
it, and God with his great mind and sleepless 
eye proclaims it.

I am no trifler nor time-spender by tho way­
side. 'T was onlj’ in July that I gathered up tho 
fragments that belonged to the spirit, and I 'vo 
not been Idle in myunfoldment toward the grand 
good which I know is in store for me. On and 
on, is my motto, until I reach that higher point 
wherein, I am told, all the eternal beauties lie. 
I can now proclaim, with a joyous voice, decrepi­
tude has gone, partial youth Is mine, with time 
eternal to do my work in.

Thomas A. Hardy.
Wcll, friend Danskin, this is a ready acknowl­

edgment of the truth and beauty of the inter­
course that lies between the two worlds. Having 
strong confidence in the knowledge which I had 
gained from reading the “ Banner of Light,” I 
was ready, when the casket gave up the spirit, 
to go on with tlie investigations which the mind 
had commenced, and I was not disappointed. 
My wife mourns my fading out, but I was ripe 
for the other world, and had I stayed in this very 
mugh longer, I would have been useless to my­
self and a burden to others. But the law of at­
traction drew me, all in good time, toward that 
country from which, in the thankfulness of my 
heart, I can say "travelers ” do return ; and in 
that return, dear .wife, I can bring to you, in the 
darkness of the night, comfort. Children, though 
you are doubters, still that doubt does not keep 
your father from coming; It only makes him 
more anxious to wipe away the scales from your 
eyes and the bigotry from your minds.

I nm not dead, but am alive, with all my facul­
ties quickened into active life and motion.

My wife awaits this little tribute from me most 
anxiously?" She knew full well that when re­
action came I would be the speaker to tell her 
that the grave holds not tho spirit. Of the new. 
condition upon which I have entered only a 
slight glimpse has been given me, yet the ecstasy 
that fills my entire being keeps me from express­
ing myself more fully. I am still weak, and con­
sequently have very little leaning toward earth, 
except to comfort those whom I know have a 
longing in the heart for one word from me.

William Ludlow.
Willjam Ludlow is my name. At Islip, Long 

Island] I died. I was forty-five years old. I 
was burled from St. Peter's church, West Chester 
County. The Importance will not weigh heavy 
on either side as regards my going or my coming. 
However, it's a gratification to myself. It exer­
cises the organs of speech which I was told would 
be dead with the body. But one’s own experi­
ence, in its smallest account, is better than thou-

sands of facts given to you by Mother. The 
earth had all its variety of difllcuiues and pleas- 
tires. I see but very little difference in the aggre­
gate. ’Tis work in the mundane sphere by the 
sweat of your brow; it is work in tho celestial 
realms by the exercise of your faculties. *

Ponderable things cross your path, but your 
own individuality has to overrule them, by which 
light and more light may be yours.

Man was made for a grand and sublime pur­
pose, and why ignorance and superstition havo 
prevailed for so many years is inconceivable now 
to my spiritual senses. We are made to under­
stand why'an earthly life was given, with all the 
details that cluster around It. Ofttimes in the 
depression of ray mental faculties I would say in 
a loud voige, why didst thou create me? To 
what end will ray existence lead ? or, after death 
shall I ever see God ? or, from some fault com­
mitted in Ignorance, am Ito be cast into that 
terrible pit of endless torment? But now I see, 
from the beginning to the end, that the grand 
Architect of tho natural world fashioned every­
thing, however small, for some mighty purpose. 
And under his rule and sunshine stand I, friends 
of earth—not a companion of fiends, but of angels 
—those Who have worn the garb of Immortality, 
and aro qapablc of teaching me.

— Holbrook.
I was eighty-threc years old, and memory, on 

my return, seems deficient. I will give what I 
can remember, and maybe after a while I may 
get the other. Holbrook was my name. At Pa­
lermo, New Jersey, I died, and was burled from 
the First Presbyterian Church. I find this new 
life an absolute reality, founded on facts that are 
not objectionable to me. Some people think, be­
cause one lives to bo eighty-three years old, ho 
dies and his very bones are rotten in decay, and 
there is no more of him. But the sequel Is, that 
what Is called death is life, with the decrepitude 
of age diminished and its infirmities gone. The 
ecstasies of youth, with all its pleasant days, are 
revived and shown to our sight like a panorama. 
Tlien thought revolves on its own axis, in union 
with others, aild^you feel that you must educate 
yourself for the grand purpose of an immortal 
life. I felt an ecstasy passipg over me .when first 
this thought was given. I knew of course that I 
must die, but I had no definite idea of the grand 
and sublime change. I seo nil things passing 
now as the Author of my being designed they 
should. But pulpit teachers and others caused 
tlie mind to run into dark, dismal, gloomy chan­
nels. Instead of loving God I feared him, and in 
tliat fear there was no tranquility. See me now, 
bounding witli freedom, like the little birds that 
go and come at their own will, manifesting good 
to all with whom I come in contact. lama pris­
oner no longer in tho shell, for that has been 
broken, and lean soar to the highest lieaven, and 
there gain unlimited knowledge.

Mary Augusta Kerney.
Kerney was my name—East Seventeenth street 

—Mary Augusta. I was the wife of William, - 
and I was burled from St. Mark’s Church, Sec­
ond avenue, New York.

Language fails in giving a description of all 
the gradations and varieties through wliich the 
spirit lias to pass before it becomes a complete 
inheritor of tliis new life. Tlio labor of those 
who have been long dwellers in tliis freedom- 
land, is to culture and advance those who stand 
In ignorance of the laws under which they have, 
been born.

There will be no feeling of disappointment to 
mo if the friends whom I havo left behind 
doubt the trutlifulness of tills communication. 
Early teachings and the world’s opinion have 
mucli to do with those wlio call themselves Chris­
tians. Behind tlie door and in the closet they 
commit errors In life without fear and without 
shrinking ; but let mo tell you my experience is 
tliat after the body gives up the spirit, it becomes 
transparent, and every blemish is there written, 
and you have tho power, witli the spirit eye, to 
read. Your faults cannot bo given to your neigh­
bor ; you must bear tho burden and work out 
your own salvation, not witli fear but with the 
purpose of rectifying every wrong. One by one 
tliey are stricken out; you then stand equal, side 
by side, with the angel whose business it Is to 
wash clean, and after this is done you find heaven. 
And now, under tliis beautiful heaven, who could 
fear to die when they have perfect knowledge of 
the resurrection of tlio spirit? My death was my 
gain, if it was your loss.

Jane Ingraham.
i - In Brooklyn, on a Sunday, I died. Jane was 

my name; William was my husband’s name, 
and my last name was Ingraham. I was the
daughter of the late Rev. Robert Feney.

Now, friends, however obnoxious this will be, 
the eyes that see it, the hearts that feel it, must 
speak the truth, however dead and dull it may 
fall upon the minds of those I love. Heaven to 
my sight, with a cleanness of heart, stands in 
all its beautiful perfections. Another may not 
see it as I do.

I ever tried to follow out the law of my Crea­
tor ; sometimes the sinful mind would go astray, 
but In the latter days, when death came and tbo 
body gave up the spirit, then all things stood 
with an understanding to' myself. Mock mo, 
scorn me and treat me with contempt, but that 
will not blight the spirit, for lam on a mission, 
doing my Father’s will, in hope of gaining ono 
more jewel in my crown, and then I will go on 
my way rejoicing, feeling that I have performed 
a duty that gives me so much pleasure, so much 
delight and so much ecstasy.

MESSAGES TO BE PUBLISHED:
GIVEN THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MRS.

JENNIE 8. RUDD. .
Rebecca Cook; Washington Macomber: Josiah Coolidge; 

Fannie Burbank Felton; Charlie Stanley: John J. Glover.
Helen Alsop; Simon 8. Chaffee; Barnabas Otis: Dr.

James M. Underwood; Izzle Isaacs; John C. Calhoun; 
Z—

Robert Tallmadge: Amlston Yale: Daniel Charles Grif­
fin: Nancy Anna, to Mr. and Mrs. Rutus Clapp; Dr. Ken­
dall: Harry Stevens; Frank—.

Caroline M. Babcock: Daniel 1’lnnoy; Ellas F. Wil- 
marth; James Fisk: William Fitzpatrick; Lizzie —I 
Lizzie P., to George Perry.

GIVEN THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MBS.
SARAH A. DANSKIN.

Fannie Ramsay; John Grubb; Harriet Sheldon; James 
Skidmore Baldwin; Nancy Meech. ...........

Catharine Conever; Sarah Shelley; Bernard Mllmo, 
Jane Hull:---- Myers: Eliza Campbell; Josephine Cono­
ver; Nettle Ritter: Joseth Downing: Mary Burdock, 
Priscilla Spencer; Eliza Taylor;---- McGlnnlss; Caroline
Thomson. '

Mary Kendall; Eliza Clagett: Peter O’Conner;.Alexan­
der Ely: Almira Street; Mamie Sargent Day; Jonathan 
Allen; Mary Drake: Frank Whitson; Daniel Horton ana 
Dr. John Lovejoy; Sarah Delano Richards; George Walsh.

Passed to Spirit-Lil'e:
From South Hingham, Mass., August 27th, Mary Cush­

ing, aged 1 year 10 months, only child ot John C. and Mary 
8. Fearing.

She was a child of great beauty and Intelligence, the sun­
shine ot her homo, which would be desolate Indeed did not 
her mediumistic parents know that their darling is of tea 
with them. ' “■
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BALTIMORE ADVERTISEMENT

SARAH A. DANSKIN,
Physician of the “New School,”

WIFE OF WASH. A. DANSKIN, OF UALTIMOHE, MD,,

^bbntismcnts Hanims in ^taton.
Fourth Edition—Revised nnd Corrected.

Pupil of »r. Ilenjumln Kush.

URING fifteen years past Mrs. Danskin lias been the 
pupil ofand medium for the splrltof Dr. BenJ. Rush.

iv cases pronounced hopeless have been permanently 
‘d through hfir instrumentality.
io Is chdraudient and clairvoyant. Reads the Interior 

condition of the patient, whether present or at a distance, 
and Dr. Rush treats the case with a sclentlllc skill which 
has been greatly enhanced by his fifty years’ experience In 

. tho world of spirits. . . ,
Application by letter, enclosing Consultation Fee, $2,00, 

will receive prompt attention. Medicines, magnetically 
prepared, sent nt moderate prices.

NF URA EG I A.—A positive cure for this painful disease 
. sent by mall on receipt of $1.00 and two postage stamps.

Direct WASH, A. DANSKIN, Baltimore, Md.
July 29.-3IU______________

DR. H. B. STORER’S
MEDICAL OFFICE

HAS BEEN

REMOVED
Prom No. 9 Montgomery Place, Poston, to

NO. 41 DOVER STREET.
O" MRS. M. J. FOLNOM will continue as heretofore 

to examine patients clalrvoyantly, either when present, or 
by name, age and lock of hair, sent by mall. Terms, when 
present, $1; by letter, fl.

All letters should bo addressed to

April 8.
1>K. II. B. STOKER,

41 Dover afreet, BoMon,

Dr. Main’s Health Institute,
AT NO. 60 DOVER STREET, BOSTON.

THOSE desiring a Medical Diagnosis of Disease, with 
directions for treatment, will please enclose $1,00, a 

lock of hair, a return postage stamp, and the address, and 
state sex and age.13w#—July 22.

A New Medical Discovery. 
dr: COOPER'S MEDICATED 

T^VD .VXI > BELT. 
Warranted to Cure 

Rheumatism, Neuralgia, aud other Kindred Com­
plaints arising from impurities of tho blood.

THE Pad Is designed to be worn upon the back, between 
the shoulders, tlm flannel side next to the skin, this 

locality being nearest to the vital organa and nerve cen­
tre; or the belt may bo applied around the body above the 
hips, especially in all cases of Kidney Complaints, Lame 
Back, Ac.; also to be applied on any part of the body where 
pain exists. In addition to thuMeulcated l’ada Chest Pro- 
lectormay be attached; this, also, may Im medicated, and 
will bo very important In all alfeetlons of tjio Threat and 
Lungs,

(Patented Nov. Ath, 1873.) •
Pad for back and shoulders.......................
Pad for back and chest.................... .
Pad for back and chest......... ..............
Belt, extin large size........................ .
Belt, largo size......... . ................ .
Belt, small size.............. . ................. .

Postage 3 cents ench,

43, co
2,80 
2,00 
2,110 
Mill 
1,00

For Kilo wholesale and retail by COLBY & RICH, at 
No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner or Province street (lower 
floor), Boston, Mass. ______________________ _____

BEAITIltU PICTURES.

THE SPIRIT OFFERING.
This picture represents a half life-size figure of a most 

lovely child just blooming into girlhood. On her head, 
which Is enveloped in g^vldtu veil, Is a wreath of white 
roses, and In her hand siutholds a cluster of Biles. 1

Card Photograph copies, 1° by 12 Inches size, carefully 
enveloped In cardboard, mailed to any address un receipt 
of 50 cents.

THE SPIRIT BRIDE.
This Is the mime of the beautiful crayon picture which 

attracted such marked attention in the Banneeof Light 
Fkee Chicle Room. Itwasdrawn by sphltnkl through 
tho medlum.shlpfd Mr. E. Howakp Doane, of Baldwins­
ville, Mass., a gentleman who had had no Instruction In 
drawing previous to the time the spirits commenced using 
his hand for that purpose. At the solicitation of manv ad­
miring friends, we have had photographic copies of this 
fine picture made, which will be forwarded, postage paid, 
at thcfollowlng prices: Largo size, 8x10, 50cents; carte 
du Visile size, 25 cents.

For sale wholesale and retail by the publishers, COLBY" 
& RICH/at No. 0 Montgomery Place,.corner of Province 
street, power floor,) Boston, Mass.

Dr. FSd^
Mny be Addressed till farther notice:

Clenora, Yat£s Co., N. Y.

DR. WILLIS may bo addressed as above. FrAm tills 
point he can attend to the diagnosing of disease by hair 
and handwriting. He claims that his powers in this line 

aro unrivaled, combining, as he docs, accurate scientific 
knowledge with keen and searching Clairvoyance.

Dr. Willis claims especial skill In treating all dlseasesof 
the blood and nervous system. Cancers, Scrofula In all Its 
forms. Epilepsy, Paralysis, and all the most delicate and 
complicated dIseasos of both sexes.

Dr. Willis Is permitted to refer to numerous parties who 
have been cured by hissystem of practice when all others 
bad failed. All letters must contain a return postage stamp.

Bend for Circulars and References. Julyl.

SOUL READING^
Or Paychometr leal Delineation or Character.

MRB. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce 
to the public that those who wish, and will visit her in 

person, or send their autograph or lock of hair, she will give 
mi accurate description or their leading traits of character 
and peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past and 
future life; physical disease, with prescription therefor; 

. what business they are best adapted to pursue In order to be 
successful; the physical and mental adaptation of those In­
tending marriage; and hints to the Inharmoniously mar­
ried. Kull delineation*.$2,00, and four 3-cent stamps, 

Address, u MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE,
Centro street, betweoivChurch and Pralrio streets, 

July l.-tf White Water, Walworth Co.. Wia

Catarrh, Diptheria,
And all Throat Diseases curable, by the use of

DR. J. E. IiRIGGS’S THROAT REMEDY.
Mig Andrew Jackson Davis writes: “Dr. Briggs’s 

Throat Remedy for the Throat and Catarrhal Affect ions, 
including Dlptherla, I know to be equal to the claims in 
tils advertisement.”

Price 50 cents per bottle.
O“ Never sent by Mall; by Express only.
Fur sale wholesale and retail or COLBY" & RICH, at 

No. 9 Montgomery Place, Boston, Mass,_______________

GENUINE CRAB ORCHARD SALTS.
THE MILDEST AND BEST GENEIIAI. PUR­

GATIVE IN USE. Endorsed by tho highest medical 
mon In the United States. Persons sulforlng with costlve- 
ncss ot tho bowels or torpid liver, will find ready roller by 
tho uso ot these Balts. Nono genuine except those put up 
In bottles with the label of tho Crab Orchard Springs Salts' 
Company. J. 11. WILDER A CO., Agents, 181 Main st.,
Louisville, Ky. 8w*—Sept. 10,

American Health College,
Incorporated by State of Ohio,

/"I RANTING Legal Diploma to Physicians. Healers,
Mediums and Ministers. Send stamp for Free Book, 

reference and explanations, (also for advice In all diseases) 
to Prof. J. B. CAM PBELL, M. D., V. D., 136 Longworth 
street, Cincinnati, Ohio._______________ 8w*-Hept. 16,

GUN FOR SALE.

Mrs. S. E. Crossman, M. D.
CLAIRVOYANT AND MAGNETIC PHYSICIAN;

also Trance Medium, Speciality: Curing Cancels, Tu­
mors and Female Complain Is. Examine at any distance. 
Terms$2,00. Also Midwife. Magnetic Paper $1,no. 57 Tre­
mont street. Boston. Suite 12. Sept. 21.

THE SPIRITS’ BOOK
.j CONTAINING

The PriiiciiilGS of Spiritist Doctrine
ON

TIIK IMMORTALITY Ot TIIKSOUL: TIIK 
NAT UliK OP SPIRITS AND TH KIR 

RKLATIONS WITH MKN: TIIK 
MORAL LAW: TIIK PRKSKNT

LIKK, TIIK PUTURK LINK, AND TIIK 
DESTINY 01< TIIK HUMAN RACK, 
ACCORDING TO THE TEACHINGS OF

SPIRITS OF HIGH DEGREE, TRANS­
MITTED THROUGH VARIOUS

MEDIUMS, |
Cl/LLECTKI) AXD SET IX <llllii:it

BY ALLAN KARDEC.
Translated from tho French, from tho Hundred and 

Twentieth Thousand,
HY ANNA HLAqKWKI.L,

Tho Work contains a fine stool-pinto portrait of tho 
Author.

J. WM. FLETCHER
AND

SUSIE WILLIS FLETCHER
Sept. 2, 7 Montgomery Place, Boston, Mass.

MRS. JENNIE POTTER, 
Test MEDIUM, abo Medical Examinations. Send 

lock of patient’s hair, statu age and sex, and enclose 
$2,00. No. 11 Oak street, 3 doors I rum 872 Washington st. 
Hours9 to9, Sundays2to9._____________5W—Sept. 2.
MR. HENRY C. LULL, Business and Medical

Clairvoyant, Rooms 1229 Washington street, (near 
Dover). Hours from 9 A.M. to 12. 2 to 5. General sittings, 
terms one dollar. Circles Thursday and Sunday evenings, 
also Tuesday afternoons at 3 o’clock. Admission, 25 cents. 

April 8.-2GW*

Susie Nickerson-White,
TRANCE MEDIUM, 130 West Brookline Mreet, >

Elmo, Suite 1, Boston. HoursUto4. June21,
A,TRS.i. C. DEX 1 ER, 176 1 reinont street, Bos- 

ton. Clairvoyant, Test and Developing Medium. Ex­
amines by lock of hair. Tost and Developing Circles 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, nt 3 r. m. 13 a*—July 1.
A UGUSTbY DWINELLS, Clairvoyant,Trance 

am! Test Medinin, Nassau Hall, cor. of Washington 
ami Common streets, Boston. Up one flight. Terms |L 

Sept. 2X-6m
AOS. J. C. EWELL, Inspirational and Ileal-

Ing, suite2, Hotel Norwood, cor. of Oak am! Wash­
ington sts., Boston, (entranceon Ash st.) Hours 10 to5. 

July L i
MRS. HARDY, 

TRANCE MEDIUM, No.' 4 Concord-Square, Boston. 
^Cjnicohoursfrom 9 to 1 nml 2 to 3. Sept. 23.

FANNIE REMICK, 
Trance Medium, 302 Tremont street, Boston. 

Sept. 10.—2w*
QAMUEL GROVER, Healing-Medium, No. 
U 40 Dwight at, Dr. G. will attend funerals if requested, 

Sept, 2.
MRS. FRANK CAMPBELL, Physician and

Medium. No. 14 Indiana street, suites, leading from 
Washington street to Harrison av., Boston. Aug.26.

Rb. JENNIE CROSSE, lest Clairvoyant.
Hix questions by mall 50 cents and stamp. Whole 11 re­

reading, $1,00. 75 Dover street, Boston. Iw’- Sept. 23.
ATRS.CMAS. fhWrLDi^:^^
DA Boston. Mundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays nnd.Thnrs- 
days. Hours 9 to 4.. 4w*—Sept. 16.
T IZZIE NEWELL, 14 Tremont st., Magnetic
AJ Healing Medium, Test and Business Clairvoyant.

Sept. 2.-4 w*
pLARA A. FIELD, Clairvoyant and Business
v Medium, 55 Ln Grange street, Boston. 4w?-Sept, 2.

PROF. C. D. JENKINS,
1 -A-strologfer

For mi* we ring question*.............. 82,00
Elfe-It ending, with nd vic© For Future Di­

rection..........................................   5,00
Written Judgment for 'a Youth rm to whnt 

BuMlne** ho *hould Foliow, Sucre**, Mnr-
ring©, Ac............................................

For a full Nativity from Birth.
.10,00
.20,00

Tho object ot a Nativity being calculated, Is to obtain 
a knowledge of the constitution and-mental character. 
Thousands aro In pursuits that bring them neither honor 
nor profit, because they liave no natural talent for their 
calling, ll is necessary to know, as near as possible, the 
time of birth, also the place. -

Prof. J. has Just completed his Improved Calendar, show­
ing thedays bust adapted for business, Ac. By attending 
to the advice hero ottered, much success may be obtained 
and many evils averted. This Charl ho has taken great 
pains with, for the benefit of those who do not know the 
time they were born, that they may prove the truth of As­
trology fora small outlay. Price of Chart, $2,60.

The most sensitive need not hesitate to seek Information, 
his alm being to caution and advise witli sincerity, and 
with tho most scrupulous regard to tho feelingsand Inter­
ests of all.

Treatment given to the following diseases : Nervous De­
bility, Weakness of any kind, Epilepsy, Asthma, Catarrh, 
Ac., his system being to help nature throw off tlie disease, 
and not to weaken her efforts, as is usually done by ordi­
nary practitioners. Patients treated In any part of the 
world. Chartres low,

22 Tremont Row, Ronton, Mn*«.
Aug.X .’

MINERAL RODS.

IMPORTANT to treasure seekers. For valuable Infor­
mation, price. Ac., address E. A. COFFIN, 45 Bristol 

street, Boston, Mass. Iw*—Sept. 23.
A Z^ PYT^UQ t Greatest Offeh of tho season? 

TWXALjIM Aioi Eight $10 Chromes given away 
with Home Guest, Including Hoover’s Peerless American 
Fruit, 2^ feet long, Lake Lucerne, Vergin Vesta. Ac. 
Mounted outfit, four Chromes, $3.06; 8 Chromos, $>,60. 
J. LATHAM ACO., 419 Washington street, Boston.

Sept. 23,
PHYSIO-ECLECTIC MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
A All who want Diplomas from a Medical (’allege that 
arc good everywhere, address W. NICELY", M. 1)., 99 W. 
Main s’reet, Springfield, O. 3w*—Sept. 16.
A/1RS. S. A. ANTHONY, Test and Business
Xia Medium, 722 Fairmount ave., Philadelphia, Pa,

Julyl5.—13w*

This book—printed from duplicate English stereotype 
nre able to sell at a much less rateplates, and which we ...^.....w ... ...................................... ..

than the London edition—Is sent out as a companion vol-, 
ume to tho Book on Mediums, by the same author, andi 
for this purpose Is printed on a similar style of paper, and 
In binding,ietr., uniform with that volume. •

At an hour when ’many skeptics, trained to tlm need of 
text books for ahi In searching out knowledge concerning 
life ami Its belongings, both now ami tommo, are turning 
their attention to thd claims of tho spli itnal Philosophy, 
this sterling volume Is calculated to Illi ait Important place
in the popular demand, and to do much good by tho en- 
Hghlenmenl of the Inquiring.

It Is nlso a work which the oldest ami mint confirmed dis­
ciple of the Spirit ual Dispensation can consult and menially 
digest with profit.

Printed on tine tinted paper, large I2nu>. 434 pp., cloth, 
beveled boards, black and gold. Price $1,73, postage 
Free.

SECOND THOUSAND.

BOOK ON MEDIUMS;
OK,

GUIDE FOR MEDIUMS AND INVOCATORS:
CONTAINING

Tho Special Instruction of tho Spirits on 
tho Theory of all kinds of Manifesta­

tions; tho Moans of Communica­
ting with tho Invisible World;

tho Dovolopmont of Medium­
ship; the Difficulties and 

tho Dangers that aro to 
bo Ehcountorod In 

tho Practice of 
Spiritism.

BY ALLAN KARDEC.
Translated from.tho French, by Emma A. Wood.

O* This work Is printed on fine tinted paper, large 12mo, 
460 pp. Cloth, beveled boards, black and gold.

PrJc© 81.BO i poMUiff© Fi4©»
For sale wholesale and retail by the Publishers, COLBY 

A RICH, at No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province 
street (lower floor), Boston, Mass.

MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS.
THE CENTENNIAL VOLUME.

CONSISTING OF t,
Vnlc'a LI FK OF PAI NF, 102 page*, -.
I»niii©'a COMMON MKNMF.^I pnge*;' , 
Pnlne’N 16 Non. of th© CIKININ. 230 png©*, 
Pnlno’N HIGH IN OF MAN, 260 page*,

Inelegant binding, all for $2,50, postage40cents.
Th© MyRterlm oF th© IIencl nnil the IKcnrt Ex­

plained, Including an Improved System of Phi enology; 
a new Theory of tlm Emotions, and an Explanation of 
the Mysteries; of Mesmorlsm, Trance, 51 hub Reading, 
and the Spirit-Delusion. Illustrated by upwardsuf one 
hundred engravings. By J. S. Grimes. $2,W, postage 
25 cents.

Th© Doctrine or Innplrntlon; being an Inquiry con­
cerning the Infallibility, Inspiration and Authority of 
Holy Writ. By Rev. John Maenmight, 51. A., (Oxen.) 
261pp. $1,25, postage 10 cents.

Conjngnl Nin* agalnM (hu Laws of Life ami Health, nnd 
their effect upon-the Father, Mother and Child. By A. 
K. Gardner; 210 pp, $1,50, postage 10 cents.

Letter* on the laiwMof.Mtm’* Nnture mid Devel­
opment. By Henry George Atkinson, F. G. 8., and' 
Harriet Martineau. 396 pp. $1,50, postage 10 cents.

The True IliNtory of Mo*©*, Amon. Jo*hun, and 
others, deduced from a Review of tho Hilde. Also, re­
marks on the morals of the Old ami New Testament, and 
some of tinman ch’nt philosophers. By~»L M. Dorsey. 
256 pp. $1,00, postage 10cents, vv

Origln mid Development of Religion* Idm* mid 
lielletM. ns man I tested In history and seen by reason. 
By Morris Einstein. 270 pp. $1,50, postage 10 cents.

Pnrndhe I.onIs or, The Great Dragon Cast Out; being 
a full, true and particular account of tlie great and dread­
ful bloodless battle tliat was fought hi the celestial regions 
about 6000 years ago. By Lucian Redlvivus. Cloth, 50 
cents, postage 5 cents.

ThcTrec of Life; or Human Degeneracy, Its Nature 
and Remedy, as based on the elevating principle of Or- 
thupathy. By Isaac Jennings, 51. D.*279 pp. $1,50, 
postage 10 cents.

SCOTT breech-loading double-barrel shot gun. Lamina­
ted steel barrels. Gauge No. 12. Guard action. Is al­

most new, and cost originally, with loading utensils, rub­
ber covering, and fine leather packing-case, $160,00. YVBI 
be disposed of for $85,00 cash. Apply at this oftico.

April 22.—tf ______________________________

Eclectic Medical College
OF PENNSYLVANIA. Lectures commence October’ 

6th, 1876. Thirty students free. For particulars, ad­
dress JOHN BUCHANAN, M. D., Dean, 514 Pino street, 

Philadelphia, Pa. _____ ________ 4w#—Sept. 9.

POWER has been given mo to delineate character, to 
describe tho mental and spiritual capacities of per­

sons, and sometimes to indicate their future and their nest 
locations for health, harmony and business. Persons de­
siring aid of thia sort will please send ufo their handwriting, 
state age and sex, and enclose $1,00, with stamped and ad­
dressed envelope.

JOHN M, SPEAR, 2210Mt. Vernon st., Philadelphia.
Jan. 17.-f

PATENT OFFICE,
46 SCHOOL STBEET, BOSTON, MASS.

BROWN BROTHERS, SOLICITORS.

BROWN BROTHERS have had a professional experience 
of fifteen years. Bend for pamphlet of instructions.

Dec. 80.—eow
POP HA M’S I Best on Earth I Trial Package fkee. Ad- 
ASTHMA dress with 3-ct. stamp, C. A. BRAMAN, 
SPEC 1F1U. I Agent, 415 Washington at., Boston, Moss.

April 8.—26teow
mHE PSYCHIC STAND AND DETECTOR, 
A invented by Francis J. LippltL Tho object of the 
Psychic Stand Is simply to refute the popular belief that 
tho communications spelled out through tho movements 
of tables and other objects always emanate from tho mind 
of tho medium. This object is accomplished by the use of 
an alphabet which tho medium cannot seo, and the location 
of which may be changed at the pleasure of the observer. 
The medium places his hand on the top of the Stand, 
and In a shorter or longer time, according to the degree or 
me.dlumlstlc development, the observer sees a letter shown 
through a small metallic window out of the medium’s sight. 
Tho Stand will operate through tipping mediums with a 
success corresponding to their mediumlstlc power.

Price 83,Sm pontage free.
For sale, wholesale and retail, by COLBY & RICH, 

Agents, at No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province 
street (lower floor), BostomMass.  
THE well-known Healer, DUMONTU. DAKE, 
A M. D„ can lie consulted at tho Matteson House, Chi­
cago, III., 1st. Sth, 17th and24th of each month: Joliet, III., 
Sth and Sth; Rockford, IB., 12th. 13th and 14th: Beloit, 
Wls., 15th. Patients also successfully treated at a distance, PJune 17. -
Hiriinifl Iloiimo tlielr money selling ‘•Dr.Ch»se's 1m- 
HuIjN Id Proven 1(2) Receipt Book.” Address Dr. 
. . P ,cllMe’s Printing Bouse, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
July 29.—1y*-

AS. HAYWARD, Magnetic Physician, of Bos- 
• ton. 623 No. nth st., Philadelphia. Pa. Magnetized 
paper sent by mall. 6Oc. Consultations free. Aug. 20.

TAR. STONE'S “New Gospel of Health, 
AZ tor ule at this office. Price #1,25. Julyl.

TENTH EDITION,

, THE ELECTRIC PHYSICIAN;
Or, Self-Cure by Electricity.

BY EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN.
A Plain Guido to tho uso of tho Electro-Magnetic Bat­

tery. with full directions for the treatment of every form 
of disease on the new and highly succrssCjilEwiirli and 
Vienne*© Nyatem* oF Med leal ElcrTr icily, as ad­
ministered by Drs. Wm. and Emma Britten In their own 
practice.

Price 50 cents: mailed free for 55 cents.
For sale wholesale and retail by COLBY & RICH, at 

No. 9 Montgomery Place,' corner of Province street (lower 
floor), Boston. Mass. eow

COSMOLOGY.
DY

GEORGE M’lLVAINE RAMSAY, M. D.
CONTENTS.-CHApter l.-Matterwithout Origin; 2- 

i’ropertles of Matter; 3—Nebulous Theory; 4—Old Theory 
ot Planetary Motion: 5—Planetary Motions; G-Origin of 
Motion: 7—Cause and Origin of Orbital Motion; 8—Special 
Lawsof Orbital Motion; 9—Eccentricity, Helion and Equi­
noctial Points; 10—Limit and Results of Axial Inclination; 
11—Result of a Perpendicular Axls; 12—Old Polar Centers’ 
13—Cause ami Origin of Ice-Caps and Glacier Periods; 14— 
Ocean and River Currents; 15—Geological Strata Indicate 
Reconstruction of Axis; 16-Sudden Reconscruction of 
Axls Inevitable: 17—Ethnology; 18—Axial Period of Rota­
tion Variable; 19—Moons, ami their Motions; 20—Meteors. 
Comets, etc.,—their Origin, Motions and Destiny; 21—Or­
bital Configuration of Comets; 22—Planets aud Old Com­
ets; 23—Infinity,'

The book Is elegantly printed and superbly bound.
Price $1,50, postage 18 esnts.
For sale wholesale and retail by th publishers, COLBY 

& RICH, at No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province 
street (lower floor), Boston, Mass. tf

JUST PUBLISHED.

Song of America^
And Minor Lyrics.

BY V, VOLDO.
A fresh, bold, and one of tho mo«t highly Imaginative 

collections of lyrics that lias made Rs appearance during 
tho Centennial year. The title poem Is In live cantos: 
(I.) Tho Unwritten. (IL) Silence. (III.) The Red-Race. 
(IV.) Columbia, ami (V.) To-morrow 1 It takes abroad 
and comprehensive view of our Republic, and triumphant­
ly points to Nature as the one light and powerable to afford 
it perpetuity and greatness. The lyrics entitled “Immar- 
taila,” “The Changes of the Shell.” “Break! Break I 
(iSoul!” “God Speed to Men,” &c., are passionately 
fioetical and most emphatic proclamations of the Immor­
ality of the soul.
Cloth, over 200 pages, tinted paper. Price $1,00, postage 

free.
For sale wholesale and retail by COLBY & RICH, at 

No. 9 Montgomery Place, corner of Province street (lower 
floor), Boston, Mass.;

I)1

anil Koine: ot the modern mfitiih^tathuis, with the doc

Did Jesus
ml

15 cents,

tf

TH HU) EDITION

Eating for Strength

A Fine Steel Portrait of Mr. Peebles,

SONG- 
Piice 15

JESUS-MYTII, MAN, OU GOD? 1 
Christ exist ? What are the proofs? Was he i 
ten like other men ? What .Iulian and < ‘elsus s

Mini, 
-Kept- i«.

’I’ids wmk Is a repiodiiethm In a m’lent 111 r form of tho 
Phrt nupathic M> th"d nt Cure practiced hy Jesus eighteen 
ri'ii (titles ago. aud Mistalned lo the highJM medical author­
ities, It is vuntiriralh/ r>ligiuitx. but n*»t thn>b>gicab

Tills wonderful ami exhaustive volume by Mr. (haves 
will, we are certain, take high rank ns a book of reference

“ My mime Is ' I'llgi Im:' my h-UkIoii Is love; ipy home Is 
n-I'nlveise: my smil ell.ut Is toedmate and elevate hu-

BY REUSEY GRAVES, 
Author uf "The Biography of Satan," and "The 

Bible of Jhblrs," (comprising a description of 
hot nty Bibb rt.)

BY W. E. EVANS, 
Author <>f "Mental ('tire." and "Mental Midicine,"

the Resurrection and Immortality,. .......... .
aid work hi this and other counti ms. Price $2,<u, post­
age 32 cents.

Ueto Horii Jbbertiscments

TKIKM.

hu alfer-

shape the student of free thought n 111 not willingly allow 
ll tog cullall

Inimitable 
(•hinting.

Price $2,00. postage fin*.

A RICH
street (lower 1lu<u h Boston. Mass. .BEING ALL THE

THE WORE LUS
Sixteen Crucified Saviors

The niRuie control (if j . SPENCE’S
POSITIVE ASI» NEGATIVE 

POWOEKS .,verdht-AMis of all kinds Is wonderful

on, _
CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRIST. •

CONTAINING

New, Startling, anil Ertraordinary Revelation* in 
Religiou* INtory, which itiwlmc the Oriental 

Origin of all the Doctrine*, Principle*, 
Prccejit*, and Miracle* of the

Christian Now Testament,. . 
and furni»kiii'i a If // for unlock iii</ many of it* 

Sacred Mynterio, oexide* cumpruang the
History of Sixteen Oriental Crucified Gods.

Buy the VOMITIVES tor any and all manner of dls- 
(•hmS? uxeopf Farah-h. «u Pahy, Bllmlnos}*, Deafness. 
Typhus and Typlmhl l•'••v••^ :.. •

Buy tin; .NFGATIVKM for Paralysis. (H Palsy, Blind­
ness, Deafness, Ttplms.ui<l T} ph"ld i-Vvers.

Buy a B<u of HALF POSIIIVEM AMD HALF 
NFGATIVF.M for ( hills and Fovit.

PAHPIiLLTN with, full explanations mailed free. 
AGENTS wanted everywhere.

Mailed, postpaid, for MlJMi |wr Rox, or O lh>xe« For 
85.00. Send money at mil llsk ami expense by Registered 
Letter, or by Pod uilhe Money Order made payable at 
NtiitIon !>.. New York’ city. ' •

A.hl!.-,, |«Kor. PAYTOX Nl’EXCE, 13»K.
|6lh st reel. New York ('ll»

Noh! nl»u nt th© Itnmier nF Light ORIre. No. 9 
Montgomery Fine©. Ronton, Mn«».

DR. J. R. NEWTON

, liOMHIII

gument to the rinse, and his conclusions go, llku Mire ar­
rows, to the mark.

Printed on fine while pii|>er, large I2mo, IMO 
imgm. 82,00 ; |M>»tage 20 cent*. '

Works of J. M. Peebles
THE SEEDS (IE THE AGES. Sixth Edition

This work, treating ot ancient Seers and

compared. Theyi ami other subjects tnu critically dis- j 
cussed.. Price5ucents, pillage |0cents,

’AVITCILPOISON ; nr, The Rev. Dr. Baldwin’s j 
Sermon relating hi Witches, Hell, and tlm Devil, re- I 
viewed. This Ismmul the must seveieand caustic things ' 
published against the orthodox system of tellgloh. Piled j 
35 cents, postage 5 cents.

SPIRITUAL HARP. A line collection of vocal 1 
music for the choir, congregation and social chi Ie; 1 
especially adapted for use at Grove Meetings, Picnics 
etc. Edited by J. M. Peebles and J. O. Barrett. E. H 
Bailey, Musical Editor. Cloth, $2,(M. Full gilt, $3J«) 
postage 26 cents. Abridged edition $1,00; postage b 
cents.

TRAVELS A HOUND THE WORLD ; or, What 
1 Saw in the South Sea Islands, Australia, China, India, 
Araida, Egypt, nml other ” Heathen ”(?) Countries. 
This volume, while vividly planting the scenery, the 
manners, laws ami customs of tlm Oriental people, defines | 
llm religions ol the Brahmans, tlm Confucians, the Bud- ; 
dhlsts and the Pursues, making liberal extracts from 
limit sacred Bibles. Price ft.Ou, postage 32 cents.

SPIRITUALISM UEK1NEI) AND DEFEND-

A Winter In Florldn; or, Observations on the Soil, 
Climate and Productsot our Semi-Tropical State, witli 
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cents.

Motherhood: its Power over Human Destiny. By Mrs.
L. B. Chandler. 10cents.

Children’* Right*. By L. B. CWiaiCL , 10 cents.
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A Mother’# Aid. Suggestive Answers to Difficult Ques- 
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For sale by COLBY A RICH, at No. 9 Montgomery 
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$1,50, postages cents; Fourth vol. 
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Civil and Religious Persecution
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BY THOMAS R. HAZARD.
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itual modes of healing. Is here condensed Into a pamphlet 
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ly nominal price, and should be circulated throughout the 
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fellow-men. ,
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For sale wholesale and retail by COLBY & RICH, at 
No. 9 Montgomery Place,corner of Province street (lower 
floor), Boston, Mass. ° ......

MRS. JEANNIE W. DANFORTH

Charles H. Foster, Medium,

y spirit aid, 
a -ph It pie- 
ami -tanip.

Al/AKUE lour-Mmy and basement brick house 
In a i lly id vightj ihonsuid Inhabitants, fnrnh lH'd and

helling.

ANDREW 
ami obtain a large, highly llluu- 

tialed Rook <m this system of vitalizing treatment.

ED; Being an Introductory Lecture ucllverei 
peranee Hall, Melbourne, Australia. Price 
postage free.

TIIE SPIRITUAL TEACHER AND 
ST ER, designed for Congregational Singing, 
cents, postage free.
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Notes anLReferences.
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Spiritualism as a Science, 
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An Oration delivered Under spirit-Inlluonco at St. 
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1873, by Cora L. Y". Tappan. This Is No. 1 ut a series of 
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ami retail by the publishers, COLBY
A RICH, at No. 9 Montgomery Place. Bo-ren. Mass.

Looking Beyond
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Various Revelations
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' OF EDEN. AND THE SETTLEMENT 
OF THE EASTERN CONTINENT,

As related by the leaders of the wandering tribes. From 
the Age of Enoch. Seth, aid Noah, to the Birth of Jesus 
of Nazateth. as related by Mair, bls Mother, and Joseph, 
the Foster-Father; with a Couth million of his Crucifixion 
and Resin reel ion. as related by Pilate and IheiUlferent 
Apostle?. Also, an Account of the Settlement of the North 
American Continent, and the Blithof the 1 ndivhlualized 
Spirit which has followed. With a Repoi I of the Impor­
tant Work of Establishing Order In the Dark Sphere of the 
Spirit : where the tribes of Israel ami of Judah, with the 
Gentile Nations, have been gathered together arouml a 
Platform of Eternal Justice, where Jous, Hie Saviour, 
with tlie Apost i s. the Witnesses of his Earthly Mission, 
have pronounced tlie expected judgment. Also, many Im­
portant Reports from Statesmen. Poets, and Scientists, 
from Clergymen and Waniors^wlm liave at’aiimd lu Hon­
orable Position in tlie Annals of A met lean History.

Cloth, Mil pp. Price $2.(0. postage free.
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Author ot Criticism on the Tlieotughal Idea of Deity, 
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“—-elegies.
Am! ipnded odes, ami Jewels flve words long, 
That, on tlie stretched forr-lingei of ail time,

Ink’-' given:

Wh.-o fi ,»gtam<

«l<ath.— M nkhn.
I through

ii.

With Mims of saints and holy men who died

N^mm*’ ubnk i?5,Jjiu.Ji^ of praise.
And then tlie m gun sounds and unseen rh<drs

Sing the old Latin hymns of peace and love

I Mrs. Hull, and slit- felt ns If she ought to go to 
Dr. Greeile ami give him her hnml. She there­
upon slipped the white skirt up.to the waist anil 
put it innrontof her, ami ehanclng to liave in 
tier pocket A piece of UHislin she Inui been using 
to make soine cuffs, (say) one yard long hy six 
inches wide, she threw tllnt over her head, and 
covering her face, both her oar and linger rings 
being in their proper places, she walked deliber-- 
ntely up to where Greene was silting, he saying, 
1 (’nine right along, dear,’—and put her hand in 
his. Dr. Greene then passed his other hand up 
the arm and held it so tight that his finger-nails

| cut through the flesh, while he remarked, 'This 
i is Mrs. Hull,'tjerrlsh at the same time lifting 

for a second of two the end of the curtain. All 
; this time my wife—notwithstanding what has 
, been said to ihe contrary—never spoke one word, 
I nor did she come entirely outside of the curtain, 
i nor did any of the company go on the inside 
; of it.

" My wife seemed perfectly unconcerned dur- 
■ ing the whole affair, and asked me, when she was 

fully restored to her natural state, what all the 
fuss was about.

"Soon after this she sent word by a friend to

Hard Heids ate like hailstones In summer beating down 
' and destroying what they would nouihh If tliey were mull-

“EXPOSED" MEDIUMS.
To the E4ib»r of tho Banner ••( Light:

1 think sonic fault-finder In the Hebrew scrip­
tures exclaimed, on n certain trying occasion, “I 
said in my haste all men are liars,” or words to. 
that effect, if weare to believe half what is now 
said by both friends mid foes, If the word “men” 
were littered \<> “ mrdiums," the saying might 
well apply to these times. Within a very few 
weeks Mndnmes Markee, Hull, and Bennett (the 
first-named just exposed a second time) have 
been added to the long list of the licensed or con­
demned materializing mediums, and it is whisper­
ed that still another far-famed star is about to

• follow In their wake. Solicit. Give truth and 
error—good and evil—but a fair and even field 
for fight, ami the weaker or least deserving must

.......ds, in the long run, go to the wall.
Thinking that the late alleged ij-pamiri' of Mrs, 

H. 1. Hull, the materializing medium of Portland, 
ns published both in the State of Maine dally and 
weekly press, was deserving of investigation by 
Spiritualists, 1 took the cars last Saturday, and 
nt six i’. m. arrived in Portland, and inquired 

' my way to the residence of the Hulls in Brattle 
street. Mr. Hull gave me n hearty reception, al­
though he seemed in much trouble on account of 
the unfortunate affair of his wife’s alleged “cr- 
poxurr." On inquiring for Mrs. Hull, 1 learned 
that she was sick in nn adjoining bedroom. She 
however made tier-appearance not long after­
wards, looking very unwell, and In fact crushed, 
as it were, to the very earth, bodily, mentally 
nnd spiritually. After exchanging a few kindly 
words I made knownthe main object of my visit, 
and requested them to relate to me their version 
of tlie unfortunate affair, which Mr. Hull proceed­
ed to do, with his wife’s approval, and, ns 1 have 
nodoubt, candidly nnd truthfully. After henring 
the stntement, 1 nsked Mr. Hull to give me the 
nccount in writing, which he did on the follow­
ing day, substantially as follows : '

"During the month* of-duly nnd August, by 
hisenrnest request, we allowed an intimate friend 
of ours to Invite to our circles (whieh hnd hith- 

. erto been private, we never having invited any 
strangers ourselves) two gentlemen, viz., Drs. 
Greene nnd Gerrish. At Ilie first circle they 
attended, there were present three of our Inti- 
mnte friends, viz., Mr. Wm. Senter, Dr. H. R. 
Thnyer, himi'oputhic, nnd Mrs. Nutting, of Snleni, 
the last named being then on a visit to us. After 
sitting some twenty minutes, nn apparition 
nppenred nt the fold of the curtain (tlint 
formed our only cabinet in one corner of our 
parlor) and beckoned to Dr. Greene to approach, 
which lie did. It appeared to be a lady spirit, 
with a ringlet hanging down to her shoulder. 
Dr. Greene got partly within the curtain, will'll 
she lifted her veil, whilst he looked into her face; 
and handled her hair. On resuming his seat, Dr. 
G. remarked to the company that he recognized 
the apparition as being his’deceased wife—who 
died last dune—both by her smile and in the way 
she wore her hair. He also stated thnt he saw 

JMrs. Hull sitting on the cricket at the same time 
that he was witli the apparition.

“ Dr. Greene attended three of our circles only, 
whilst Dr. Gerrish attended four. At the second 
circle, the former said to my wife, taking her by 
the hand, ' I saw you and my wife at tlie same 
time, you being seated comfortably on thecricket.’

“ At one of the circles, Dr. Gerrish took my 
wife by the band, Just before leaving, and said, 
' Mrs. Hull, this hns been very satisfactory, and 
I feel as though I should like nil my friends to 
see it, but should not like to bring them without 
remunerating you.’

“ At the hist circle, which occurred Tuesday 
evening, Aug. 22d, Mrs'. Hull, had been to the 
Islands, and bad arrived home about six p. m. 
Feeling very tired, she lay down, up stairs, with­
out eating supper. At about seven o’clock, our 
friend Mr. S. came in, when 1 went up stairs 
and found my wife sleeping. On hearing the 
bell ring, I went to the frontdoor, where, to my 
surprise, I found Drs. Greene and Gerrish, with 
four other physicians, three of whom were total 
strangers to us. We had only expected to have 

.seen Greene and Gerrish.- They being quite1 bois- 
'terous In their conversation, 1 said to them that 
Mrs. Hull was asleep on her bed. They told me 
not to disturb her, and that they would get things 
ready. I allowed them to put the curtain up 
and arrange the chairs and everything to suit 
themselves. After they got everything ready, I 
went up stairs nnd -called Mrs. Hull, who said 
that she would come down ns soon as she had 
changed her dress, she having worn a woolen one 
to tho Islands. Previous to that evening, Mrs. 
H. had always taken the precaution to wear a 
black underskirt at her stances, but on this 
evening, without knowing why sho did it, sho 
put on n white skirt. She lias since told me that 
whilst she was changing her dress, a large black 
cloud appeared before her, and she felt impressed 
tlint something dreadful was to happen, and told 
a lady who lived In the house nt the time, that sho 
did not want to go down stairs.

"When Mrs. Hull came into the parlor, Dr. 
Greene came forward and In a very cordinl man­
ner shook her by the hand, and. said, ‘Mrs. 
Hull, these gentlemen are all your friends.’ One 
of them remarked, ' Yes, Mrs. Hull you can trust 
us.’. On which my wife said to Dr. Greene, 'I 
hope it will prove so.’ Almost the moment she 
passed behind the curtain, my wife says she be­
gan to feel strangely, and heard hissing sounds, 
whilst she saw a dark cloud approaching. The 
company seated themselves, with Dr. Greene at 
one end of the circle and Gerrlsh at the other. 
Dr. Greene sat with his arms extended so that 
each hand touched the curtain. In about fifteen 
minutes, a power seemed to take possession of

the six gentlemen, that if they would wait, and 
say nothing about what had happened, she would 
give them a circle under strictly test conditions. 
'1’lils they promised to do, but’in some way the 
circumstances were communicated to others the 
day following.

"Although my wife was unite sick the next 
day, she sent word to Drs. Greene aiid Ger- 
rish to call and arrange for the promised circle. 
They did call in the evening, nnd Dr. Greene sat 
down by the side of her bed and told Mrs. Hull 
that the best thing she could do would be to con­
fess to him that she had been practicing a fraud, 
and that all tbe cabinet manifestations had been 
performed by herself in person I My wife looked 
In Dr. Greene's face and said : ' I shall not tell an 
untruth.' /

“On my remarking Hint Mrs, H. hnd been 
quite sick all day, Dr, Gerrlsh observed that 
physicians hnve a way to tell whether any one 
is playing sickness, to which Dr. Greene said, 
‘ Yes, It Is easy for a person to play sick I'

“ My wife told the doctors that she was willing 
to sit for them in the cabinet, ns soon ns she wns 
strong enough, under test conditions, nnd asked 
them what they wanted these to be. Dr. Gerrlsh' 
nnswered to the effect that he should want Dr. 
Greene to bold her hands, and if anything np- 
peared he wanted to hold a loaded pistol nnd fire 
it nt whntever it might be, or else cut the nppn- 
ritlon down with a cleaver I I told them that I 
should not like to hr.ve such things done in my 
house, especially as I thought, from wbnt I had 
learned of the character of the phenomena, such 
violent proceedings might endanger tiie lifeof my 
wife; and said I, ‘You know, gentlemen, that 
neither of you were ever Invited here by us! ’ 
They then seemed to waive their demand, nnd 
said they should ut least want to be made sure 
that nothing was concealed under Mrs. Hull’s 
dress, and that they should themselves both be 
allowed to sit with Mrs. Hull behind the curtain, 
ami hold her bunds during the performances. 
They also told us that they could not wait longer 
thnn the next evening, as tliey had promised to 
report to certain gentlemen the Tuesday night’s 
affair. 1 said Hint so far ns tlint wns concerned 
tliey were nt perfect liberty to tell it to their 
friends. Gerrlsh clapped ills hands and said, 
‘Thai is all*we want,’ without intimating tome 
that tliey designed publishing anything in the 
]iapers, ns was done.

“ On my remarking that I very much wished 
that .Mrs’ Hull should have nn opportunity to 
vindicate herself, Dr. Gerrlsh said thnt lie did not 
think that il could be of nny use, ns he wns satis- 
tied thnt the whole thing wns n fraud from be­
ginning lo end, or a bungling juggling trick. 
They however finally agreed with Mrs. Hull that 
they should comoagain the next night.

“’On the afternoon of the next day, my wife 
wns seized very violently with congestion of tlie 
henrt, a malady that she hns been subject to for 
many years. Our physician came, and found it 
difficult to get her mouth sufficiently open to all- 
minister remedies. She seemed to be losing her 
senses, nnd said that she was dying. She finally 
mnde signs forn pencil nnd paper, and wrote, 1 As 
I expect soon to be witli the angels, I declare to 
you that I am Innocent. Think kindly of me.’ 
There were two lady friends present. Her nails 
turned purple, and to all appearance she was in 
a dying condition, her feet being cold to the 
nnkles. She lay in this state for three and one- 
half hours.

“At seven o'clock, Drs. Greene mid Gerrlsh 
came. 1 told Dr. Thayer, our physician, that my 
wife was too sick to see any one, much less to 
give a sitting He met the doctors in the parlor, 
and in my presence related to them how danger­
ously sick my wife hnd recently been, and that it 
wns very necessary to keep her free from nil 
worry mid excitement possible. One of them re­
marked that they being physicians wanted to see 
■the patient themselves. Dr. Thnyer told them 
that he could not consent thnt any one should 
see her then. The two then left my house, mid 
Hint was the Inst time they called.
“Ju their published account the doctors state 

tliat the./ male Hull 'remarked, wlien Mrs. Hull’s 
person was grasped by Dr. Greene,' Well, gentle- 

1 men, I wish you to understand that I have.had 
I no band in this affair; 1 knew nothing about it! ’ 
| These were not my words. What 1 did say wns 
■ this:1 Notwithstanding what has taken place to- 
L night, we have had genuine manifestations.’ 
They also assert that the messenger to them from 
Hie medium said, from lier, 1 that she was driven 
to this by pecuniary need.’ Tliere was not one 
word nor remark of’that kind made.

“ The doctors also say that Dr. Gerrlsh saw be­
hind the curtain ‘ an empty skirt mid a little pile 
of female wearing apparel’.’ There was nothing 
of the kind found there.

“ Tliey also speak of several families having 
engagements to sit witli Mrs. Hull 1 That was 
not so. Only two families had been present re­
cently, and there were no engagements ahead at 
the time the alleged affair of the exposure oc­
curred. *

“ As to the money we nre charged with having 
received at our circles, all except forty dollars 
that was given or sent to us by tlie doctors them- 
selvps (which has been returned in full) lias been 
eighty dollars since last November. Every far­
thing of this was contributed as presents, mid 
most of it urged on our acceptance. From tlie 
first to the last of our circles, neither Mrs. Hull 
nor myself have ever asked any individual to at­
tend them, much less to pay for the privilege. 
Some of our friends would at times insist on our 
taking small sums of money, saving that they 
woulrj be better pleased if Mrs. (lull would ac­
cept it. Mrs. Hull has never been in tlie prac­
tice of talking to any persons about her niedlum- 
istic gifts. Oli several occasions persons liave 
called without notifying us—for whom circles 
have been Improvised without Mrs. Hull leaving 
tlie room—and the manifestations have been just 
as good as at others where every opportunity for 
preparation was afforded her.”

Leaving the foregoing statement to speak for 
itself—of the entire truthfulness of which I have 
no doubt—I will say that on my arrival at Port­
land on Saturday evening, tlie deplorable condi­
tion of Mrs. Hull’s health gave but little promise 
of my being able to witness in person Hie charac­
ter of the phenomena that usually occur in her 
presence. Doth she and her husband, however, 
seemed extremely anxious to gratify me, both on 
my own and their account, and on my calling 
again on them on Sunday morning, Mrs. Hull 
told me that she was willing to'try wliat could be 
done, and it was arranged that I should come to 
them at seven that evening. On my arrival, a 
small but seemingly exceedingly harmonious cir­
cle was convened, at which Dr. H. R. Thayer, 
the family physician, and Mr. J. R. Peck and 
wife, were the only ones present, besides Mr. and 
Mrs. Hull and myself. The family had very re­
cently moved Into the house, so that beside the 
sickness and mental depression^of the all-but- 
harassed-to-death medium, her spirit guardians 
had the unmagnetized surroundings to contend 
With. A cabinet was extemporized by drawing

a dark curtain across the door of a bedroom, 
about four feet on the inside of which Mrs Hull 
took her seat in a rocking-chair. Contrary to 
my own expressed wishes, but to gratify the me­
dium, I assisted Dr. Thayer in passing a silk 
thread through Hie aperture of Mrs. Hull's right 
ear—from which a ring had been taken—Hie two 
ends of whieh were brought together and tied, 
being twenty-three inches in length, and secure­
ly fastened with heated red sealing-wax to the 
plastered wall of Hie room. This rendered it 
seemingly impossible for the medium's face to 
approach nearer than within about two feet of 
Hie cabinet door without detaching or breaking 
the thread. [

The members qf the circle now took their seats 
in a semicircle within say three to four feet of 
the curtain. With'Hie exception of a few very 
faint raps, quite a length of time elapsed before 
there were any symptoink of approaching physi­
cal manifestation. The Indian guardian, or at­
tendant, bemoaned the weak and suffering condi­
tion of her medium, but requested us to have 
patience and help them by singing harmoniously, 
nnd that all would be done tliat it was possible 
for our spirit friends to accomplish. At length 
the curtain was opened, and disclosed on the 
background the form of a female, clothed from 
head to foot in white. The room had been made 
quite dark to favor the beginning of manifesta­
tions, and the apparition was indistinct. The 
curtain was again closed, but the same form soon 
reappeared, and at this time showed itself on tlie 
threshold of tlie cabinet, and daintily-touched 
witli its finger ends—which were very cold—the 
extended hands of several in the circle. Tiie 
spirit seemed to be identified and recognized by 
Mr. and Mrs. Peck as their daughter Agnes, who 
had passed away a few years ago nt tho age of 
seventeen, who frequently greeted her parents at 
Mrs. Hull’s circles in the lovely form then present. 
The same apparition repeatedly retired and reap­
peared, from six to eight times—certainly not less 
thnn six—at each return growing stronger and 
stronger, nnd more nble to bear an increase of the 
light, until she was strong enough first to seat 
herself beside her mother for a few moments, 
and finally to walk out of the cabinet and clasp 
around the neck and press her lovingly in her 
spirit arms.

As the light had from time to time been raised 
or increased, I could at last see the eyes, hair 
and features of tiie spirit-form pretty plainly, but 
not distinct enough to determine the exact colorof 
Hie two first nnd entire outline of the others, but 
take it nil In nil the manifestation presented one of 
the most beautiful nnd graceful creations that 1 
ever beheld, whether existing In mortal or ema­
nating from spirit-life.

The apparition generally'appeared with its 
arms gracefully lifted forward and upward. Its 
clothing, which rivaled in glistening whiteness 
the purest, snow, enveloped and hid from view 
the spirit’s feet, whilst the head and bosom, were 
decorated with the finest lace, which the spirit at 
one time seemed to manufacture from the ele­
ments, and arrange with its hands in sparkling, 
foamy folds upon its breast. Unlike some others 
1 have seen, there was nothing connected with 
tin's lovely apparition that reminded one of death, 
but altogether the materialized spirit looked like 
a radiant, lovely maiden, arrayed in bridal gar­
ments to meet her bridegroom at tlie altar, rather 
than a resurrected spirit clothed In the shadowy 
cerements of the grave.

Two other spirits, one tall, the other quite low 
in stature, manifested for a short time, but were 
not fully recognized by nny present, and,inJat- 
tempting to bring forward a familiar Italian, 
spirit, the guardians of the medium gave us no- 
tice'that her little strength was exhausted, and 
tbe stance closed.

I entered the now lighted cabinet immedi­
ately, accompanied by Doctor Thayer, when 
we found the medium sitting with the silk 
thread in her ear, and the sealing-wax on 
the wall intact, and with my own hands I 
held the thread whilst Mrs. Hull untwisted and 
broke it just where it came in contact with Hie 
ear. I also particularly noted that the perfora­
tion of the ear was perfect and whole. It was 
not without assistance from Dr. Thayer that I 
was enabled to detach the sealing-wax enclosing 
the end of the threads from the wall, which was 
so firmly set that a portion of the plastering had 
to be removed with it. 1 propose to deposit this 
thread and wax at the Banner Counting Room 
for tho inspection of the curious.
, We also drew a line from the exact point where 
the silk thread was fastened to the wall, and found 
the distance to the edge of Hie chair outside the 
cabinet in whicli the spirit had seated itself, 
lacked a few inches of six feet. 1

The results proved that tho guardians had not 
released their medium any too soon, she being So 
exhausted that it was necessary to assist her in 
leaving her seat; nor was she restored to her 
wonted state until restoratives and rubbing of 
her extremities were administered. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Hull gave expression to the most heart- 

■ felt gratitude to the good angels for their extra­
ordinary efforts in their behalf, under'the trying 
circumstances, and Mr. Hull declared that no 
amount of money that could be given him would 
be acceptable in exchange for what he had ex­
perienced that evening.

Experienced Spiritualists at all acquainted with 
psychological laws, that have read the doctors' 
“exposure” of Mrs. Hull in tlie Portland Press, 
and marked how these half-dozen strongly, phys­
ically organized men, after plotting in secret for 
days or weeks the blasting of the good name 
and destruction of a weak and unsuspecting wo­
man and her family, invading her home unasked, 
and approaching her in the guise of friendship, 
with honeyed words from tongues beneath which, 
by their own confession, lay concealed the poison 
of asps, will not need look to the laws of the 
spiritual phenomena to account for their hapless 
victim’s being beguiled into their toils and made 
a victim of their hypocrisy nnd psychological 
powers.

Bereft, as Mrs. Hull must have been under the 
malign influences she was subjected to, of the 
presence and protection of her spirit-guardians, 
and closely surrounded by no less than six strong 
men—whose whole mental strength was com­
bined and brought to bear on her weak and nega­
tive organism, each one of them nulling with 
all his might that the victim should do exactly 
what they all had predetermined she would and 
should do—it must have been by miracle alone 
that she could escape unharmed out of their 

•deceitful, unhallowed clutches. With one-half 
the psychological power that Prof. Cadwell pos­
sesses, any one of these doctors, under the 
■existing conditions, might atone have readily in­
spired and compelled their helpless, unresisting 
prey to perform any act they desired, however 
disgraceful or even criminal. Well indeed may 
‘t be that the medical band’s dark influences

were symbolized by a horrid, fiendish face, that 
Mrs. Hull subsequently saw peering at her from 
a dark cloud, mocking and laughing at the dis­
tress of body and mind that had been brought 
upon her jand her family through these interlop­
ing plotters against tbelr reputation and peace 
of mind.

But, apart from the action of tlie more materi­
al laws of psychology, I have, but little doubt, 
had such a fully materialized spirit as the one 
1 have described been seized upon and forci­
bly held in the grasp of the perhaps intellectual­
ly gifted but spiritually ignorant man that seized 
upon Mrs. Hull, that, through Hie violation of 
higher spiritual psychological law, the medium’s 
instant prostration, and perhaps death, might 
have been the consequence, and he have found a 
human corpse instead of a breathing mortal in 
his embrace. And such a catastrophe, I antici­
pate, may yet occur, unless materializliig medi­
ums are better guarded against the intrusion In- 
to their circles of vicious or uncongenial visitors 
than they liave hitherto been.

Thomas R. Hazard, 
of Vauclv.se.

Parker House, Boston, Sept. 10th, 1876.

■ BRIEF PARAGRAPHS.
Shout Behmon.— The serpent ioseth not Ills sting 

though benumbed with the frost; the tooth of tho viper Is 
not broken though the cold elosoth- his mouth. Take pity 
on his state, and ho will show yon his spirit. Warm him 
In thy bosom and ho will requite thee with death.

The “sick manor the East ” la evidently delirious. With 
the great people of England (the nation upon whose gov­
ernment he most strongly leans in this hour of his need) 
crowding like billows up to the doors of Guildhall, under 
the presiding voice of the Lord Mayor of London, to utter 
their protest In a voted address to'tho Queen (Sept. 18th) 
against both tho Moslem atrocities and tho policy of tho 
present ministry In sustaining Turkey any further for po­
litical ends, ho yet, unconscious of the ground slipping 
from under his feet, continues to wave his maniac sword, 
red with the blood of women and children, and to defy 
alike tho power of Russia and tho civilized sentiment of 
Europe, on one side, and tho Kingdom of Persia on the 
other, whose boundary line he has violated of late with tho 
utmost freedom, making war with that power seem almost 
Inevitable. As wo goto press, the probabilities aro that the 
work of wholesale destruction will recommence on Mon­
day, Sept. 25th, as the brief armistice (which appears to 
have been kept principally by tho Servians-the Turks be­
ing reported ns continuing to cut and slash, sub rosa of 
course, wherever they had a good chance) concludes with 
that date, '

In the old graveyard at Edgartown. (Martha’s Vine­
yard) on the half-sunken head-stones of a century ago, 
there nre some curious epitaphs, one of which reads as fol­
lows:

Here lies Margaret, Steven’s wife.
We lived six months In broil and strife; 
Death came at last and set her free, 
And I was glad, and so was she.

Custer Intended to make mince-meat of Hitting Bull, but 
the Matter got Custer’d Instead.

We copy tho following exceedingly sarcastic paragraph 
from the Boston Herald of Monday last:
“The superiority of civilization Is strikingly Illustrated 

In the Black Hills. The wretched savages scalp their vic­
tims, but Ihe enlightened Americans first scalp a Sioux 
and then cut olf his head and sell It at auction. The Indi­
ans must retire when civilization approaches. ’ ’

Tho storm on Sunday, Sept. 17th, swept over a vast area 
of country, the greatest damage to property, as far ns 
known, being done In Now York and New Jersey. In 
these States a large number of houses were unroofed, sev­
eral blown dowp, and barns, fences, and chimneys scatter­
ed in every direction. Quite a number of vessels were 
driven ashore. Some damage occurred to the Exhibition 
Buildings, In Philadelphia, and the elemental disturbance 
was felt severely throughout the South.

Paris contemplates a great Exposition in 1882.

LINCOLN.
A champion of humanity and right, 

A man of virtue anti of simple thought, 
Daring for justice with a deep delight,

Nor trumpeting what happily he wrong ht;
Ami day by day an honest duty sought:

■ Wielding high charges with unwearied might, 
■ And by good will won laurels ns ho rose,

The stronger lovo of friends and friends of foes;
To such belong a place by angels wooed, 

To such a nation her affection owe.f:
Whoso works nre seeds that ever are renewed, 
Whoso lives aro battles for tho common good.

-(From A Sono of America, and Minoh Lyhics, by 
V. Yoldo. _____________ ___

Ten tow-barges were sunk on Saturday night, Sept. 16th, 
between Havre do Grace and Baltimore, Sid., and nine 
persons drowned. __________________

A party of one hundred Indians surrendered to Colonel 
Carlin at Standing Rock, Dakota, on.the 16th instant. In­
formation from Bismarck states that Sitting Bull, wl|ha 
largo number of warriors, crossed the Missouri river, thir­
ty miles below Fort Peck, on tho 9lh. Troops have been 
pushed forward, and will make strenuous efforts to over­
take and capture him.

Old King’ Coal was a greedy old fool, a greedy old fool 
was he; he damaged his mine and he injured his line, and 
he ruined Ills peddlers three.—Graphic.

The new Jewish year, 5637, began Monday evening, Sept. 
18th, at sundown, and tho occasion was observed In tho 
usual manner at tho synagogues. Tuesday and Wednes­
day following—also Jewish holy days—wore observed by 
special services at tho newly-established “Gates of 
Prayer v in tho Paine Memorial, at il o'clock A. m., con­
ducted by the Rov. Dr. Zatt, of New York.

Out of suffering have emerged the strongest souls, and 
the mosLmassive characters are seamed with scars; mar­
tyrs have put on their coronation robes glittering with lire, 
and through their tears have the sorrowful first seen tho 
gates of heaven.—Chapin.

, The dead Magus of the Theosophical Society, Baron de 
Palm, loft a parcel of manuscript in Italian in the hands of 
Mme. Blavatsky, which proves to be a memoir of his di­
plomatic and occult experiences in Italy, Germany, Peru 
and Mexico. The documents contain anecdotes of a highly 
sensational character about royal and noble personages, 
exiles and conspirators, tbe publication of which Is likely 
to create a sensation, says a New York paper.

What is the difference between tho dress of our grand­
mothers and our sisters? The former wore pinafores and 
tho latter wear pinabacks.

The results of the examinations of ladles, In Boston, for 
certificates of qualification ns high school teachers, aro 
more satisfactory than those of any previous occasion, 
because a much .larger proportion of tbo candidates re­
ceived diplomas. Nineteen candidates were recently ex­
amined, and nearly all received certificates.

How to Smooth Ribbons.—Take'a moderately hot 
fiaLiron on the ironing-board, then place the ribbon on tho 
leftside of tho Iron, and pull It carefully through under­
neath tiie iron. If the ribbon is not pulled too fast, and the 
iron is the right warmth, this will bo found to bo a much 
better way than simply rubbing the iron over tho ribbon.

A Spanish revenue cutter captured a trading ship in Gib­
raltar harbor, on Saturday, Sept. 16th. The trader was re­
taken by boats from the British man-of-war, Samarang. 
Two of the Spanish prize-Crew were made prisoners.

Tho Old South Church Corporation of Boston have ac­
cepted the offer of $100,000 for tho purchase of their ancient 
edifice. The condition of sale is that the church shall be 
used for a museum, etc., and not for commercial purposes, 
for thirty years. Of this step the Boston Post remarks:
“The long agony is over; tbe Old South, with the land 

It stands upon, Is saved for the veneration of present and 
future generations of patriots; and when a new history of 
It shall be written for the next Centennial, the mothers of 
the Republic will share equally with the fathers in the 
gratitude of men and women yet unborn.”

Bo as the little child who eats and sleeps and grows. 
God gives you the best nourishment, although not always 
the sweetest to the taste.—Madame Guyon.

Fresh Water in Oases of Wreck.—As many of the 
readers of the Banner of Light are either sailors or the 
friends of sailors, the following hint for obtaining fresh 
water, In case of disaster at sea, will be found to be valut 
able to them: Make a shallow box, fourteen feet long, two 
feet broad, and about six Inches deep; the sides to be an 
Inch or more thick, and well calked. Into this, salt water 
is to bo poured to an inch in depth, and glass laid over tho 
top at an inclination ot an Inch and a half. Add a channel 
below the lower edge of the glass—window-sashes. such 
as are used for cabin windows or sky-lights, answering 
for this purpose, care being taken to cut away the fram­
ing. so as to make both tho wood and glass on the under 
side level. This apparatus, as thus formed, is to be ex­
posed to the sun, the effect of whose rays will evaporate the 
water, which condenses on the under side of the glass, 
flows down Into the channel, and is caught by a vessel.

After condensation, the water Is of course fresh. It h 
stated that, by means ot this arrangement, ami with a 
glass three feet two Inches square, two gallons of fresh 
water per day may easily bo condensed under a hot sun 
from salt water. __________________

The only father that Is exempt from Inking care of hl. 
baby daughter Is the locomotive engineer. He cannot 
leave bls engine ami tender. ,

The Western, edited by H. H. Morgan, and published 
by a company ot tho same name, at St. Louis, Mo., gives 
the following table ot contents for September: “A Course 
of Study, from Primary School to University," Wm, T. 
Harris; "Makarla." A Play In Five Acts," 8. Stereo ; 
"Analysis ot Physics," William M. Bryant; " Slinks- 
pearlann,” H. H. Morgan: " Hook.Reviews,” "Notice- ’ 
able Articles Ip Magazines anil Reviews."

Tho New York Commercial says a tramp who strayed 
Into a farmer’s premisesand tried to make oil with a cheese 
came out with a black eye, acknowledging that lie had 
been rather dalryllcked In the pursuit ot his duties.

James Everdell, engraver, printer and publisher, 302 
Broadway, New York, liaslssued au elegant steel engraved 
portrait ot Gov. Rutherford D. Hayes, tho receipt ot a 
copy ot which we here acknowledge.

Though the regular press despatches do not contain tho 
Intelligence, tlio assertion Is confidently made by an enter­
prising colemporary that a fearful complication has arisen 
In the course of the Servlo-Turktsh conflict: Tbo Servians 
have been driven out of Gurgusovatz; Harvatovltch has tall, 
en back on Alexlnatz; Soveuyearsovltcli has defeated Crack- 
yorjawlgatz, and Pulldownyervcstovotlch has Inflicted a 
crushing blow on Wlpofyerchlnoskl.

I1’ z.——----- - -------------
September's golden glory Ues 

In mellow splendor o’er the land, 
There’s beauty In the smiling skies, 

Anil nil the autumn airs are bland.
, The matron of tho rounding year 

Treads proudly over mead and valo, 
With ruddy fruit and ripened ear, 

For sale at wholesale or retail.

Pretty pictures of children, kittens, dolls, boats, play.” 
things, birds, bears, frogs, flowers, chickens, babies and 
dogs, with pretty stories In prose and verso, all suited to 
tho taste of tbo youngsters of the household, aro given In 
tho October number of tho Nursery, published by John L. 
Bhorcy, No. 36 Broiffnold street.

The matron or the New exoland Hospital 
fob Women and Children, Boston, Mass., has press- 
Illg need of old cotton mid linen to supply tho wards. Any 
wornout iHidcrclotblng-llannel, linen or cotton-or, In 
short, any clothing suitable for women, children or Infants’ 
wear, will bo most thankfully received, as It Is frequently 
necessary to supply tho poor patients with clothing while 
In the hospital, anil to Insure tlielr comfort on leaving. 
Packages may bo sent to tho New England hospital for 
women nnd children, Coilman avenue, Buston Highlands, 
or left at tlio dispensary, 38 Warrenton street.

E. 1>. Cheney, Secretary.

SPIRIT INVOCATIONS;
okJ

PRAYERS AND PRAISES
PUBLICLY OFFERED AT THE BANNER OF LIGHT 
CIRCLE ROOM FREE MEETINGS, BY MORE THAN 
ONE HUNDRED DIFFERENT. SPIRITS, OF VA­

RIOUS NATIONALITIES, AND RELIGIONS, 
THROUGH THE VOCAL ORGANS OF THE 

LATE MRS. J, H. CONANT.

COMPILED BY

ALLEN PUTNAM, A.M.,
Author of”Hible Marvel- Workers.” ”Mitty. a Spirit.” 

"Spirit Works Heal, but not Miraculous.” eta,

Mr. Putnam has with Hkillful hand arranged in this vol* 
nine, in comprehensive fashion, many living gems of 
thought, which are clothed In eloquence ot diction, and 
thrill tho prayerful heart with spiritual fervor. From tho 
soulful petitions scattered through its pages the doubters ot 
Spiritualism’s capability to minister to the devotional side -" 
of man’s nature can draw ample proof that he is in error. 
The weary of heart will find in Its holy breathings for 
strength, sent out to a higher power, rest from tbo cares 
that so keenly beset the pilgrim in life’s highway. Tho 
sick In soul may from its demonstrations of the divine pos­
sibilities within, drink of the waters of spiritual healing 
and rejoice; and thu desolate mourner can compass, througli 
Its unvallmcnt of the certainty of reUnion with the depart- . 
ed, a consolation which nothing earthly can takeaway. 
Thu persistent existence ot the human soul, the ennobling 
power of the future state, the gradual bettering of even 
mortal conditions, tho glorious culmination of progression 
under tho great law of the Infinite, and tho sure pres­
ence over all and In allot the eternal spirit of Truth, are ’ 
here acknowledged and set forth In earnest, fearless 
and yet reverent guise by many leading minds In their day 
and generation, the walls of whose widely differing earth 
condltions,have fallen at tho touch of the great Angel ot 
Change, and who have become blended by after develop­
ment into a band of brothers In the pursuit ot Truth—a glo­
rious prophecy of what mankind spall yet he when ths 
Kingdom of that Truth sliall come, and Its will bo done on 
eartli as In the heavens!
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