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e churches (so-called) or religious sects are
Our effort has

een to-defeat, and not encourage attempts at
forming socleties, getting up conventions, and
establishing o sectarvian press, ® ¢ ¢ If

Charel, go thers, If you prefer the slmpllclt‘y of
8

- the Quakers, or the enthusfasm of the Method ts,

- 84 bast calculated to encourage or gratify in you

- the splrit of devotion, go thare, * *- ¢ Qurcar

dinal rule of action has becu to build up no party,

* creats no sect, cultivate no epirit of proselytism,
- make: no parade of faith, * & ¢ e Wl{
- few who could find no other congenial placs of

fle a

worship have united together in forming socletles,
not one out of ten trua believers ever attend their
meetings. ¢ * ¢ Unless when I occasionally
lecture, I searcely ever attend those meetings, My
daugliter, who pgave herself up for several years
to lier dulies a8 a medium, never attends, but
worxhlrs in her own, the Catholic. Church, * #
* Under no circumstances will any sect be buily
up out of Spiritnailsm by believers withdrawing

. thewselves into selfish associntions, and away
_ from an iutlmate counection with thelir fellowwnen,

Into whatever.condition, Catholic or Protestant,

" Established *Church or Dissentars, they may

choose to place themselves,.~Letter of Hon. J, W,
Edmonds, to the Spiritual Magazine, Loidon.

8pliritualism is waging war with the enemios of
trath. The sons of Anak, a serried host, are in

. battle array and eeek to stay its resistless move-

. meuts. But fearlessly and Cwsar-like, it rushes
. {oto the fleld of moral and intellectual combat,

and s fighting a good fight—Fkeeps the faith which
teas once delivered unto the saints—and marches
onward from conquering to conquer—a power in
the land, a mighty 8ect among the religionists of
the age, In spite of professing foe or purporting
friend; though we know that everywhere it is #poken
against, as of old was the sect of the Nnzarenes,
whose great teacher and leader was Jesus the
Christ, Millions have come over, which fs the
signification of proselyte, to 8piritualism and Joined
fts multitudinous ranks, all Individual advice and
effort and action to the contrary notwithstanding,

- Buch attempts to quiet these milliona within the

pale of 0ld Theology—under the droppiigs of the
sanctuary—manifestly have been but infinitesimal
dust, linperceptible frictions in the grand high-

. way along which roll its chariot wheuls,

The true heliever in 8piritualism will seek trath
and Biblical instruction elsewhere than within
the walls of the church or cathedral—for how can
he honestly and truly consent to remain in fellow-

-8hip and fraternity with those of a faith in hos-

- tility to his own—to say nothing of the necessary

expenditure of money for pew rent, etc., which
must go to support and continue in being an es-
tablishment destructive to bis own highest apir-

{tual interest? What s the good, the gain, for all

this sacrifice of feeling, faith, consistency, self-re-
spect, money? The proper answer, perhaps, may
be seen in the commnon maxim, “better reign in hell
than serve in heaven,” or in that something which
ia implied in non.attendance upon spiritual mest-
ings, unless in capacity of speaker, or which is im-
pliedinthefnconvenience of contact there withthe
tgnobdile vulyus, the commmon people, who in the
time of the Nazarene, it is sald, heard him gladly.
There should be, indeed, some correspending ben-
efit for a practice or conduct 8o unnatural as that
which is sometimes recommended to Spiritualists,
1t is true that just now the meetings of Spiritu-
aliats must mainly be held in piaces other than
costly edifices—it may be in some secular hall or
saloon, on the banks of somo quiet lake or peace-
ful river, in the cool shades and soft breezes of
some silent grove—the groves were God's first tem-
ples, salth Bryant, one of the high priests of tho
muses. And just as true s it that the old Spirit-
ualists, the disciples, apostles and followers of
Jesus, were withont sacred edificag; had no syn-
agogues, no temples. These structures,as now,
belonged to the self-righteous, bonstful and exclu-
sive Pharisee. The parable has it, that in the
temple, going thoro to pray, this churchman sald,
God, I thank thee that 1 am not as other men are, ex-
tortioners, unjust, adulterers, or cven as this publican,
I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that T pos-
scas. Good ‘place this and good soclety there for
these old Spirltunlists of the achool of - Jesus,
Wonder why thoir Master did not advise them to
* go there,” and what a pity it is that these men
could not have acon through modern oyes, and so
not desert the sacred temple, to go off into upper
rooms privately, away by the seaside, or ‘apart
upon the elevations of & mountain, 1o hold high
communion with the Great Spirit and’ the spirits
«f just men made perfect, .
. The pulpit has hitherto exercised a monopoly

* in the matter of Biblical learning, Its away over

the minds’ and afialrs of men, in this country at
least, has been well nigh omnipotent tiil within
tho last fifty yoars, The Reformation of Luther,
80 memorable and so much Iauded, a8 an event in
which the Boverelgn Pontiff firat began to feel the
vibrations of a moral earthquake, that has since
so shaken the foundations of his seat on the Sev~
ou Hills, that at one time~the time of hifs flight to
Gasta—{t was deemed by him and his College of
Cardinals no longer a safe lodging placo for his
Hollness, did not. relieve the people from clerical
bondage—certainly not those who have ever re-
mained faithful adheronts to the regency of the
Bee 'of Rome—and, wo think, inost slncerely, as
certainly not those who protested against its ju-
risdiction, and finally ruptured the ligaments that
bound them to the Papacy, We think 8o, bécause
the bondage oxercised by a single Pope has been.
partitioned among many, and their multiplication
has only enhanced tlio power and extent of the
evil, not rellaved from its dominlon. The Re-
formation ‘was an element of divisfon and diffi-
slon—not of decay—not of destruction of ecclesi-
astical hondage,. Thunders from the parsonags
aud bulls from the parish pulpit, have nl!'vayu"hud
€qual poteiicy with tho like ngents emanating
from the Vatlcan, C PR

Y

Theology has continued to establish its own ex-
clusively religious and dogmatic géhools and sem-
inaries not only, but to fill almoat all the princl-
pal chairs of learning In the colleges and univer-

‘| nittes with its p:&t;euora—lm hold in this behalf |

has never been weakened nor Its progress In this
direction ever been checked or impeded. Once it .
held unquestionable sovereignty in New Eng-

land over all the people—it placed In all the ‘pul- |-

pits men who had received its fostering care and

on | —_
love the forma and ceremonies of the Catholic tenching atlts strongholds of learning—and from

these so-called sacred places, the pulpits, there
wera alone obtained all the Information on spirit-
ual and religious matters that ever reached the
minds of the masses, and nearly all they ever re-
ceived on Nterary and scientific matters, these
sometimes being brought before them collaterally
to {llustrate or prove some proposition or argu-
ment in a disconrse. The meeting-house or lec-
ture-room was the only Lyceum Hall—the people
who were its main attendants and supporters,
were the elect, the chosen, the churel, par excel-
lence. The miniater settled there on a salary, for
life, during good behavior, or until deposed or dis-
missed by his fellows, to whose assoclation or
consociation he belonged, was town teacher—
secular and sacred preacher—and general super-
visor of the marringes of men and maidens, of
the baptisms of babes, of the burials of all
classes! ]

But knowledge of all kinds, and especlally that
which once came only through the doctors of di-
vinity, now reaches the minds of men through
other means—the press has come to relieve the
anxious student and honest inquirier after truth,
and to break the bondage which held such multi-
tudes in subjection. The difference between yes-
terday and to-day,is this: then, conditions were in-
voluntary—now, none need wear shackles—men
may run and not be weary, walk and not faint, The
press has popularized Sclence, Literature and
Religion. The people now have within their
reach, through the newspaper, what they once
were obliged to get through the pulpit, if ob-
tained at all. The ponderous review and theolog-
fenl magazine were the store-pages of the learned
disquisitions of the day. They were too learned
and technical and costly for the common reader,
The professional few alone could afford them
or well understand them. They were not written
for the people—the elite, the elect only, were to be
admitted within the sacred penetralia.

Popularization of theology and of general
learning has increased so fast and gone 8o far by
means of the press, schools, etc., that the pulpit
has lost ita prestige to a certain extent, and is now
only a secondary affair, a shorn institution, The
pews tpon which the pulpit once poured its
treasures of learning, have been evacuated by
‘the earnest and sincere seckers after truth and
knowledge, and their successors have converted
them into soft sofas, for a solemn or smirking, as
the case may be, sentimentalism to sit upon, on
Sundays, whose vislble flesh and blood embodi-
ments make handsome exhibition of perfamed
and sweet-scented dress and fashionable attire—
sanctuary in these days vielng with saloon or
show-shop of gewgaws and gay frivolity. For
the man of sense, of thought, of research, the
meeting-house and its fellow edifice, claiming to
be Lolier, and hence calling itself the Church,
have but little attraction and less of profit,
The peaceful, quiet fireside and the library stocked
with books and the current periodical literature,
cannot fafl to afford greater entertatnment, and
to be productive of larger spiritual profits,

-While the pulpit sends forth a false theology
and {s the main support to an effete ecclesiasti-
cism, pray remand us not to the churches, hostile,
as it 18 confessed they are, to Spiritualism and its
hosts of bolievers,

It is an invocation of Paul thatbelievers skould
have an especial regard to the household of faith,
This faith was the ancient 8piritualism taught by
Jesus the Thrist—tle same Spiritualism as tbat
of to-day, as 18 demonstrated by the spliritual
phenomena In ‘our presence. This apostle de-
clared that whosoever neglected his own house-
hold, was worse than an infidel, In other words:
than an unbeliever. Just as applicable this to
the household of faith, as to the personal or
family houschold—hence let 8piritualists, as they
bave done, continue to work in the vineyard of
the Groat Founder of their Faith. The field of
labor is the wide world, The period of labor {a
this life not only, but that which lles beyond the
visible diurnal sphere—they know that man lives
forever, I8 immortal, and by a law of deity can
return to earth-life and aid mortals in thelr pil-
grimngehere. Wkata glorious work has Spir-
itualism done and is dofng—millions disenthralled
from the errors of the ages and brought into the
substantial liberty of a gospel that disarms death
of {ts power and takes from tho tomb its terror!

Tho ministers of Spiritualism aro visible and
invisible. They néed no ordinatlon of men—no
laying on of.the hands of presbytery or prelate
to qualify them forwork in the harvest-flelds of
humanity. Laymen and women are welcome
priests and priestesses at the altars of Spiritual-
ism, - Thelr {nspfrations must be the tests—* tho
credentials clear”—to warrant their minfstrations,
No conventlon of bishops or mitrod heads can sit
in judgmeut upon thelr fitness to herald the glad
tidings of immortality, ' The people alona wlll
Judge them in this behulf— - .

~m* a1 lay not carelosy hande
On skulls that cannot teach and will not Jearn,**

Spiritualism has had and still has potent in-
strumentalitios—and shdll ‘it be sald that they
bave been unproductive—and la It meet that they
should bo opposed by true bellevers? . Witness
its literaturo, how . voluminous; its socletles, Jess
tablished all over the land; ita copventions, na-
tlonal, Btate, connty, etc.; its Childre’s. Bunday,
Lyceums, spresdling from village, to .village; its
lecturers, male and female, itinerant: and looall-
liow numerous aud how eloguent, gathierlog to-
getlior the multitudes to bear the words of a |
bettor gospel.. And can the true Spiritusllst find

’

satisfylng allmentin thechurches whitherhe s ad-
vised to wend his way? = Let him proceed thither,
if he desire still to partake of the flesh pots and
tha leeks and the onlonaof Egypt. He s not so
fully-a §piritualiat as fo warraut his enrollment
—he i3 & Cathollo, 6F Quaker, or. Methodist, or
what not. Bese to it in taklng the cenaus of 8pir-
ityalists that ho is not numbered as such,

Cresar sald, in recording the result of his marches
and victories, in the language placed at the head
of these remarks, I came, I saw, I conquered, May
not Spiritualism justly say the same, in view of
{ts successes? * Who is she that looketh forth as
the morning, fair as the moon, clear as ‘the ‘sun,
and terrible as an army with BANNERS?”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON WAGES.

""""" : NUMDER FOUR.

QuEs.—But admitting that rentis a feudal tax
of an oppressive nature to those who have only
-wages or salary to depend upon, still we cannot
absolutely do without it. : :

AN8,—There must be transient tenants; bnt the
more just regulation of the principle of rentlng
would establish a more reasonable system for all
others, ’ g

Q.—Men will glve anything for accommodation
where they require it,

A.—That s no excuse for a lasting wrong. Tem-
porary inconvenlences must be submitted to,
When, however, the injustice is legalized, then
tho poor begin to feel the burden and thelr pov-
erty fnoreases with the duration of the torture.
A man, the third of whose income is absorbed by
rent, has little chance of saving money to be ap-
plied to pursuits, inventions, industries or schemes
for the increase of his means. The productive
energy of his mind {8 crawmped by so much, and
the nation loses in proportion. His useful money,
which should circulate,is generally hoarded Ly
the landlord, who, turning dignified and lazy,
stops bis own productive work to live upon bis
rents, and thus becomes a mero consumer or
drone, He may use the excess of money in sim-
ilar efforts to increase his income, or gamble with
it in business or pleasure, :

Q.—To control this cholce of operation would
be difficult, . NP

A.—By no meaus, Abolish ths.feudal habit
of Luldiug an to property bought by rent;and all
men will be instinctively occupied in using their
money to the best advantage out of that bad
routine, Circulation will go on hetter, There
will bo no check then to the natural flow of
change of all property or values from money to
land,

Q.—The same argument would apply to money
lent at high Interest. .

A.—To some‘extent. But here also the evil of
a large indebtedness is modified by true princl-
ples being admitted in relation to circulation, as
already contended. In a purely fendal country
almest everybody—even the rich—are in debt.
In'a free country, where some steps have been
made In the right direction, the ability to ure
borrowed money and repay it is vastly increased,
We have regular times of financial crisis in which
the rich borrower 18 brought down just as the
poor laborer is by rent, If one hundred millions
of dollars are borowed at ten per cent., in twenty
years the sum has been paid twice and is yet
owing! Hence legislation to relieve the em-
barrasged rich—embarrassed through their own
imprudence, for the most part—and little leglsla-
tion to relieve the laborer, whose relief and ele-
vation to a higher standard of existence would
benefit all other classes,

Q.—Nevertheless our men of lelsure and pro-
fessions do much good?

A.—It1s just as important that every rich man
should be constantly occupled in earning lLis liv-
ing productively, as that all other members of
soclety, male and female, should be doing some-
thing useful, The number of non-workers and
non-profitable workers {8 extraordinary. The
number of rich, their wives and children; profos-
sional men, wives, &c.; clergymen, lawyers, doc-
tors, soldiers, &¢.;. who add nothing whatever by
mental or manual labor to the actual wealth, is
enormpus, No wonder those who work (of all
classes) are overworked, Right hours a day can-
not be enough,

Q.—But all these professionals have duties to
perforin.

A.~If the amount of wealth created ndds to
the prosperity and happiness of humanity, then
not to add something to that wealth is an frrell.
glous act.. Charity does not consist in relteving
temporary wants, 80 much as eatablishing por-
manent rellef in {ndependence,  The medicine.
man among the Indians lives upon the tribe, He'
shakes his dry bones, beata his drum and mum-
blea incantations; and his 1azy cunning, though
thought to be wondrous learning, and dreaded as
a power, produces its countorpart and punish.
ment in burden and poverty to the ignorant
worker,

Q.—Our professional men devote thomselves
m_- .

A.~Undoubtedly, and with perfectly good in-
tention. When young we do not comprehend the
result of errors in which we are tralned; and
when old we are too impotent to- escape from
them. When we aball educate youth how to
1abor productively, e will find out that Le can
at the same time do good and teach what is good,
without being an actual burden to humanity, and
the counterpart of so much distress and poverty.

Q.~But what could we do without religlous
{nstructors? SRR

A.~Millions of men have taught, and in num-
berless: ways are teaching, without making & bur-
denand a vanity of their words. Tho * prophats,”
whom the’ (nstigated poople “ stoned,” were not
priests; Co ‘ SR

* Q.~And how.can we do without Jawyers?.
»A=Or rather-.ow could lawyers:do without
litigation?. It is very questionable whether 'all
the decisions In the tortuous lawiuits:in-the.

world in one year, involve anything like the
amonnt of money audited and distributed in the
governmental departments of a single country in
the same time by men, few of whom are trained
a8 lawyers, : The moat difffcult cases are settled
within a limited period, with & promptness and

Justice seldom questioned, These salaried clerks.

use only common senso and the rule or law ap-
plicable to the case. They have not so much
need, and liave not so many opportunities to
make fortunes out of others rights and wrongs,

Q.—You canvot do without doctora,

A.~No, But medicine has its mystifications
too. Our thousand ills will arise more from our
drugs—stale and adulterated—than from want of
skill, questionable as that must be, considering
the antiquity of the source, and the blind training
to follow the authority rather than use thorough
Investigation,

Q.—Let us pass the soldier, Taken from labor,
he must live idly on the labor of othera,

A.;—The antl-Christ is not xo much this wsect or
that, but all those who, not knowing what they
do, ruin nations by pauperising and demoralizing

them.
Q.—Men have been held to be public benefac-

tors who could make two biades of grass grow
where only one grew before,

A.—~And with good reason, But when the
burden of rents, tnxes, fees, tithes and collections—
added tothe necessity imposed on the poor of buy-
ing everything in small quantities, and paying at
lenst twenty per cent. more for the same articles
than tho rich—tha small earnings are soon eaten
up, hours of toil increase with the demands of the
middle-men, and the money which shonld go into

the market is accumulated by a few wlo cannot |

apend it all upon themselves, Hence we have n
large clans of mere speculators, brokers or bhank-
ery, who,deviating from the ordinary line of hon-
est business, gamble with this surplus wealth—
amusing themselves by, as It were, taking it
from one man's pocket and putting it into
another's, .

Q.—Do not some employers bulld houses for
their employees, let them at a low rent, and find
their advantage in {t?

A.~Certainly, And if citles could be builtup
{n the snme manner, a Inrge revenue would accrue

to tha municinal. gavarnmenss.while the mans of
people, rich and poor, being rells s v Avis cewing)

oxtortion, would find abundant means and oppor-

tunity for the fuller development of thelr industry, ’

Q.—But how are we to do without tenchers?

A.—A man may teach useful things and facts,
and would therefore deserve wages, for he furnish-
es laboriously, through experiment and research,
the practical Information we all need for our work
of every kind, But another man may only teach
Arabian Nights' tales, superstitions and opinfons,
which, from their immoral, impracticable charac-
ter, only damage our humane or religlous feelings
and sentiments, while another may teach wrong
principles of law and justice, and practice impos-
ture and quackery, Thus many men really only
give us thefr windy assertions for solid cash, and
are dangerous to soclety and to morals; and as
they make no return for their support, each one of
themn must have his counterpart in a number of
families beggared and starved.

Q.—~How can you show that?

A.—Tt acrazy fit took our rich people, and they
were to resolve to devote nearly all their means
to build pyramids, triumphal arches, gorgeous
monuments, &c., in honor of the sun, and, in ad-
dition, appointed a man at a large salary to keep
each monument in order, and expatiate eloquently
on Its marvelous beauties, thess buildings, afford-

ing nefther shelter, comfort, use nor profit, would,

with the salarles, quickly eat up everything that
labor, religlously applied, had or could produce
for the practical benefit of God's children; And
hero we seo that what the ’agan calls * profane
uses, i the really religious use, and’ what he
calls * sacred,” is what has beggared humanity
to gratify hissavage pride and greed. Add to this
foolishness of the wisdom of the rich, their Igno-
ranco of the sources of weaith, and the only true
meoans of sustaining it,leading them to establish
Inws which absorb the products of 1abor, and rain
and onslave the Jaborer, and wo have an expla-
nation of the causes of the * decline and fall” of
all nations, Imperial, Royal and Republiocan.
Q.—Then wo are to suppose that labor Lias some
“natural ” rights which, having been trampled

under foot, have ylelded to human soclety these

numerous evils,

A.—The spirit of association in business for the
beneflt of many united as a * Company,” &c.,
syhich long ago commenced among the commercial
classes, 18 now extending in a codperative form
among the working clnsses, with and withont
meremoneyed men, Itlsaanadvantagoto both,and
is a recognition at last of the rights of the laborer
to a fair share in that which he makes his own by
his applied skill and industry.

Q.—But when the employer furnishes the place
and the tools and the raw material?

A.—And receives paymont for the same, ho s
not entitled to sell them over and over ngaln.
Thoy bave a certain given value, oftentimes very
trivin), compared to the labor, time, ekill and
thought applied to develop them into saleable
prodycts, “What tight has he toenact a perpetual
tax which absorbs almost all tho profits?

Q.—Then it may bo said that every man who ls
employed by another, acquires n right in that
labor, and In the tools snpplied to carry It on?

A,—As the labor would not have beon accom-
plished, and the tools would have been without
value, hat he not supplled what {s infinitely more
valuable and important, the skill, talent, energy,
patience, tine and suffering which aro necossary
to create values, and as all this application, hon-
ently given,is the most sacred of dutiesand trusts,
the laborer, by his personal sacrifice, literally
molds these instruments to his use, and’ creates
out of his spiritual aud physical powers the val-

ves domanded, * Ho thus acquires n right Invthgm
which becomes superior to that of- any mere tech-

nical owner, and this is continually demonstrated

by the fact of tho attachment which always grows -

up between the workwman and the things used by

him—an attachment which shows tself in mental

distress when, evon at a proper time, it becomes a

necessity for him to be separated from his wor'k.
: A,

PENETRALIA,

BY . T. L,

In the social world-there are heautiful Iakes,
whose waters are soothing and magnetic, The
ocean of life—tha busy world—is turhulent; thero
i{s an unceasing ebb and flow, n tillal motion to
the atmosphero, rendering apiritunl rest and quiet
impossible, To withdraw from this external life,
and In the quietude of the evening hour engage
in spiritual commerce with some congenial friend,
is like an excursion on the water by moonlight.
A soothing magnetism envelopes each of us like n
mantle, With ateady, self-polsed wills, we push
out on the mrinl lake; we row aide by side; each
“paddles his own canoe,” and we glide far out
among the lilles,. The cares of life float to the
shore, like drift-wood; the perplexities of head
and heart fall like dead welglits, for they require
the murky, denser atmoaspliere of the street to
make them adhesive. The world {8 near yeot dis-
tant. We are even in the henrt of the city, within
a stone's throw of all its turmoil, but our seclusion,
like our enjoyment, arises from self-posseasion,
People press closely around the shore, yet the
lake Is to them a vacuum, for the sensuous in-
stincts dominate their minds, and hence they in-
voluntarily move Lack, to what appears to them
solid ground,

Out here on this cosy Inke, a smile or a look is
transparent; silence 1s vocal; wo find ourswoetest
rest in, action; on shore we “talk” and grow
weary, but here we converse and are mutually
strengthened. .

To the mere man of the world, this deacription
is simply “moonshine.” e plods only the com-
mon thoroughfare, ignoring the sylvan dell or
cool retreat by the wayside. Thus he becomes
foot-sore and wenry, and alngs with unction the
song, “ Jordan {s a hard road to travel.” There-
are only a few, to-day, whose conceptions of rest

and refreshment can bo expreased by the language
L af Miv VY slgeleacd, H Rubactalomant for man

' and beast.” No;even the humblest and most un-
tutored have a vague acnse that it {s in the ' by-
ways,” and not in the “high-way " of life, that
thoy must seek for thelr sweetest reat or highest
enjoyment, The now Gospel—the good news—
bugins thus: Discard theological goggles and tha
world will cense to look * blua.” Then, through
all the varied modes of culture, tho lmmanence of
gpiritual forces will be both a sweet surprise and
a constant source of help and relief. Then we
can suffer, if need bhe, and yet Yo strong. Then,
through the dust and above the din of every-day
life, we can

“Ilear each other's volees softened by the distance,

As cach sends his words of comfort and assistence.”

Because we have discovered tlowers so near
the waysile, we need not pluck them up by
the roots. The grnas is a soft carpet, and its
color is plensant to the eye, but we cannot roll
on it without being stained. It is well for all
the faculties, at times, to frolic liko children, but
sound discretion, rather than the plous * Mrs,
Grundy,” should select the play-ground,

Abova all, let us give due lieed to our attitudes;
then our adjustinent to cxfernals will bo easy an
well as rapid. The Mount of Transfiguration is
not obfective; If it were, we could measure ft
with a yardstick, Lot us remember, then, that
without attitude there can bo no beatitude,

Lawrence, Mass,

INKLINGS OF MORAL TRUTH.

ARTICLE TWO,*

DY GEOROE BTEARNS,

In order to ascertain ;l—u;mm moaning of thoso
Indefinite and scomingly indefinable epithets, good

seem to signify almost everything as well as noth-
ing, it is necessary to penetrate tho sentiment
itsolf of which they are primarily born; and this
is only another way of afiirming the common,
need of morsal sclence, that {s for compassing the.
end proposed, And since every sclence I8 a logls

certain distinctive data of their similitude, which
are 8o many indices of an {dentieal yet partly con-
sacutive genesis, the several catepories whereof
are comprehended by one loglenlly radieal* princte
ple; ns In botany, for instance, all plnnts, how-
oyer diversified by generie, special and’ peculiar
characteristien, aro clnsslfied according to general
resemblances which denote tho singitness of thelr
vegetative principle; and sinco. orderly intelll-
gence, liko vegotation, i progressive from the
root upward, that is in the direction in which
truth ramifies, making {t necossary in tho learn-
ing of any aclence to begin at ity beginning: there-
fore, and in llke manner; in order to discover
what is Moral Truth, we are compelled to go to.
the root of the matter by considering the nature,
and extent of that totality of which this, the sub-
Ject of the present writing, I8 cithor a notable part.
or,as will presently appoar, n partial predicate.
In no other way that I know of is it possible to.
approliend the subject which fs thus taken in
Imud and brought to the door of reason. Honce
the radical proneness of my pen.

Dhero is one short, Anglo-Snxon word which
epitomires the meaning of all other words, whose
implication is even broader than the explication
of all human tongues; and that word is TruTH,
In popunlar usage it often signifies the opposite of
Jalsehood ; but this s not its logical acceptation,
since every falsehood I8 eithor in the mind, as &
misapprehension, or out of the mind, an a misrepre-
sentation, of truth; and this or that, perceived for

"% The first krilcle appeared in onr tasue of August iL—{En

and evil, right and wrong, which, as I have safd,

cal classification of things known, according to .
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exactly what it is, mnst be an item of troth ftaelf;
for every lndividual truth is a reality, or some-
tling the oppoeite of which is its negation.
Hence, in the largeat and proper sense of the
word, Truth is all that i, and s opposed only to
nihility, or finaginary nothingness.

To make this definition sufficiently broad, it
must not be limited in time, 'While many things
that are have not always been, and will not al.
ways be, many also have been that are no more,
and othera that are not and have never been, are
yet to be. ‘The Universe is replete with novel ox-
fstences, while the volitions and actions of sen-
tient beings, ns well as the apparent operations of
Nature, are iunumerably various and succeasive.
Truth, then, is n name for all things, not only that
are and are done, but that have been, and been done,
as well as that shall be nnd be done,
this defluition cowmprehensive. It is observable
that more things are always possible than are real
or actual; and every posalbility, that is every un-
percelrable conception of reality, 18 being or action
in & remote sense, as indicated by the Indnita verb
is. Therefore, wchatever is or is done, has been or
been done, is (o be or to be done, together wwith all that
can be or be dune, Is my definition of the word
TrUTH. . .

Of Truth, as the word is here defined, there are
three categorles: that of Principles, that of Phe-
nomena, both real and poasible, and the purport of
the latter as being predicably Good or ‘evil, Right
or wrong. Astothe first of these categories, which
% call Rational Truth, it is opportune to say now
that it makes no part of Moral Truth,but the sheer

foundation of what is predicable only of Phenom-
enal Truth, Good and evil are epithets of Being,
and Right and 1werong, of Action. Whatever ought
to be, {8 Good, aud” whatover ought to be done, is
Right, that is in the adjective sense of these terms;
and the negative of this proposition comprises
cvil and wrong. But what s the gist of ought? By
what rule ahull we determine what ought or ought
not to be or be done? To answer this question
one must be able to say primordially schat is Good
in itself, that Is what the noun represents; for that
fs the sole criterion of Right, both relative and ab-
solute. :

(Food in itself is the goal of Right. This must be
the thems of another article, a pause {n my argun-
ment being favorable to a due consideration of its
developed bearing as verifying an lmportant di-
alectical equation, to wit: Pope's odd concelt that
“Whatever is, s right” though loudly mouthed
by his youngest disciples, exactly balances an as-
sumption which nobody will father—that whatever
can be done, ought to be done.

SLANDER,

nY A, E. CARPENTER.

This seems to be a besetting sin even among us
who clalm to be reformers and advocates of char-
ity in its broadest sense, Its dire effects nro seen
in every community and among all ciasses, Often
do we find its polsonous arrows, sharpened with
Jealousy and hate, pointed toward our wnediums
and public teachers, many of whom aro sacrific-
fng health and comfort for humanity. Some of
our best and mosat honesat mediums have been so
‘basely slandered and belied that they have taken
themselves from the fleld of labor, disheartened
and discouraged. Thelr sensitive natures were
not able to withstand the oft repeated and sore
attacks, and they have given up in despair, I am
acquainted with men and women who are pos-

sessed of wonderful spiritual gifts and thereby the
powor ot blessing humanity, who are kept ¥romA

doing the good they would, were it not for the’
busy tongue of the slanderer and the want of
_proper appreciation by those who shonld be their
friends.

Severe criticlsm {8 right and justifiable, but

misrepresentation and falsehood cannot be too
strongly condemned, .
. It I8 very unplensant to seo that this spirlt
creepd in among the mediums themaelves, and in
their ambition to be first and foremost they tram-
ple upon tho rights of each other, and instend of
Inboring together for the elevation of themnselves
and their brothers, they destroy the good effects
of their teachings Ly bad examples of personal
altercations and difficulties.

The course that has been pursued by the BAN-
NER in matters of this kind deserves our highest
encomiums. Ever slow to judge, and apparently
following the maxim of * belioving every oune in-
nocent until proved guilty,” it has shown a charity
and love to mankind which {8 worthy of imitation.

Slander! Let usavold it as we would the breath
of the simoon which carries death and destruc-
tion to all in its path, The desert traveler in its
way has no alternative but to cast himself down
and wrap his mantle about his head until the
atal blast is past. 8o should we, when we hear
the volce of slander, wrap the mantle of charity
and human sympathy so closely around us that
1t will pass by and leave us uncofitaminated with

_dts foul breath.

* Falth, Hope, Charity, these three, bnt the

" igreatest of all {s Charity.,” Jenlousy, Hate, Blan- "

«der, the worst of these, because the parent of the
-others is 8lander.

. PHYSICAL CULTURE IN SCHOOLS,

The necessity of phyaical culture is commencing
to excite the attentlon which its Importence de-
mands, People are heginniug to realize that
‘souls without bodies are not of much account in
this world, ,

The trite old saying, * A souod mind in asound
body,” is better appreciated than it was a few
yearssince. A great many people are beginning
to have a little more consclence upon the subject
of health than formerly. Many parents, in look.
Ing around to determine to what school they shall
send thelr children, are giving preference to those
schools in which the care of the health of the
pupil I8 & marked feature; where some attention
is paid to their dietetic habits; and where (which
is.perhaps of even more importance) each pupil
is required to spend two or three Lours every day
in regular systematic exercise in the open air,
when the weatlier will permit, and in a large and
thoroughly ventilated hall when it will not.

Alas for the health of the rising generation that
such schools are so few and far between, But it
is & cause of thankfulness that they are on the
increase, and that thoy are destined to multinly
ten fold faster hereaftor than heretofore, Thes.a-
son upon which I venture this prediction:is the
awakened public sentiment upon the subject al-
ready referred to, ] R
_Intelligent educators everywhere sre beginning
to give the matter earnest thought aud action,

I have recently visited, near Boston—at Lex-
ington—what I regard as the, model school of
America for young ladies, conducted by Dr. Dio
Lewls. Iu addition to the very best provision for
the woral and mental attainments of his pupils,
such attention is given to Lealth as can scarcely
{ail to insure them that most desairable of all earth-
1y possessions, viz., a sound and cultivated mind.
in & sound body. T

’?ﬁo system of light gymnuastics of which Dr.

.Lewis is the author or inventor, and which has

already given him something of a world wide rep-
utation, is beyond doubt the very best and moat
practical system of exercises ever adopted for the
development of the 1ang and abdominal cavities;
for however good walking, danciug, and military
drill yuuy be, and are, for the lower extremities,

strengthening and development of the upper balf
of the body. And itis here that we most need de-
velopment, for there is scarcely one in ten who
has not elther a lung affection, dyspepais, or
stooped shoulders,

Dr. L. has also a training schoo) for teachers of
gymuastics, A few score graduates go forth
from this Institution every year, whose influence
for good will not be lghtly estimated by coming
generations, J.W.M,

THE MERITS OF CHRIST.

BY HENRY C. WRIGHT,

That man can be saved (i. e, have heaven in or
out of the body,) only by the merits of Christ, 18 the
corner-stone of the Christian temple, na it is rep-
resented in the churches of Chiristendom. That
man can be saved only by his owon merits, is a fun-
damental principle of 8piritualism, as it is taught
by the teachers and organs of Spiritualism gen-
erally. Heaven came to Jesus by reason of his
own merits, He deserved heaven, and had it. He
FINDS WHAT ME DESERVES, No more; no less,
But his merits can be of no use to me, can never
give heaven to me, unless they become mine.

If ever heaven enters my lieart, it must come
solely by my merits, I am saved by the merits
of Henry C, Wright, and not by the merits, nor by
the blood of Christ. 8o must yon and so must all
be saved, each one by his own merits, and never
by the merits of Chiriat, It must be true of me,
of thee, and of each human being. I find what
I deserve. Deserve heaven, and have it. MERIT
HEAVEN, AND HAVE HEAVEN, This is true of
us all now, and forecer. The consclousness of de-
serving heaven is heaven. The consciousness of
deserving liell 1s Lell, .

CHARACTER DETERMINES DESTINY, My char.
acter determines my destiny from day to day
and hour to hour; and must do so forever, Christ's
character decldes his; yours decides yours, Soof
every human being. The character of each man,
not the character nor the blood of Chriat, must fix:
his destiny, be it for heaven or for hell; for hap-
piness or for unhappiness; for weal or for woe,

The question for me is not what was the char-
acter, merits or demerits of Christ, but what is the
character, merits or demerits of Henry C. Wright?
The merits of Christ were great; his character was
divine; yet his character and merits are of no ac-
count to me; can no more bring heaven to me,
than the water drank by Christ can quench
my thirst, I must drink or dle. That Christ ate
cannot save me from starving. I must eat or die,
8o of character., I must have the character that is
eesantial to heaven, or be in hell, Christ'e merits
are naught to me, The merits or demerits of Henry
C. Wright alone concern my destiny,

This is the teaching of the disembodied world,
as it speaks through Jesus, and through the
apostles of modern Spiritualism. What is that
character which alone can give us heaven now
and forever? We find what we deserve. How can
we deserve heaven? Christ merited heaven, and
had it. How can we merit it?

Written for the Danner of Light.
HWE ALL BAIX 1M UNE BOAT TOGRTHERM

BY H. CLAY PREUSS,

From all we have lenrned in the past,
This flower of wisdom we gather:
On the storm-beaten ocean of life,
“YWe all sail in one boat together.”

‘We are bound with a myatical chain
By the hand of the Father Divine;
No man is a stranger to me,
For his joys and his sorrows are mine.

The highest enjoyments of life
From sympathy sweet do we gather;
Which demonstrates clearly the truth:
Y We all satl {n one boat together.”

You may play a false part with your brother—
Defraud him for pitifal pelf;

But the wrong that you do to another,
Is n greater one done to yoursel/,

. The sou), after all, ia the centre
From which all true happiness springs;
‘When the foul forms of evil once enter,
Like an angel it droopeth its wings,

When the harp of the splrit’s unstrung,
'T'is & difficult labor to%tune it;

And the grand law of harmony proves
That the whole human race is a unit.

‘We chase the false phantoms of self,
Till we get to the end of our tether;
And we find out the great truth, at last,

“We all sail in one boat together.”

Our life is a garden of weeds,
But Time Ia a territle reaper;

And the old Bible-truth will crop out,
That man ia his brother man's keeper,

Be assured that your evil or good
I8 the evll or good of the million;

Alas! how that truth presses home,
‘When we think of our bioody Rebellion.

From the once blooming plains of the South
A cry of distress cometh forth;

And the same fearful cry goeth up
From the far distant bills of the North,

The evil affecting a portion,
The good of the whole doth invade;
Our burdens have grown to extortion,
And a mildew Las fallen on trade.

T is a great, vital law to remember,
That the whole, and a part, are the same;
- Aund the virus that creeps in & member,
Must poison the whole human frame.

This jewel of truth we concelve

More precious than fortune or talents:
We stand on each end of a plank,

And our safety conaists In our balance,

Our law is, like planets in motlon,
To revolve round one grand, central sun;
God bound us with lake, gulf and océan—
In weal or in woe we are one, ’

Al the cross of all crosses we hear
 Isthe falth we Liave lost in each other;
Though the terrible atruggle Is past, .
‘We atill harbor hate for our brother.

. 'We rejolce that the eagle of war
In the temple of paace now reposes;
But the trall of the serpent Is seen
In our beautiful garden of roses!

God grant, from our sufferings at last . \ v
. This glorious truth wo may gather, -. .
That on the rough voysge of Mfe' - .

. Je all aall §n one boat together.” . ..,

they are not to be compared as a means of | -

thilh‘xm's Depurtment,

BY MRS, LOYE M. WILLIS,

Address caré of Dr. F. L. H. Willls, Poat-office box 80,
ton D, New York City,

44 'We think not that we dally see
Gramio hearh L oL e Ne
r oy will,
Thelr meet in alr. -
souls m cunte ”{won Honrr,

} ) (Originat.}
BOUQUETS _(l{?‘ FLOWERS.

. Wild Aster. .
This autnmn flower, with its clear sye and fts
trusting falth, is looking up to the blne heavens
before the summer days are fairly over, But few
flowers have been hlooming since the hot days

that law of 1ife, and to gather the beauties of sky
and of earth to Itself, us {f to represent to us the
great fact that, after all, heaven and earth are not
to be separated. . e

The' Asters contrast beautifully in thelr blne
and purple and white garments with the brilliant
Golden, Rod. They love the same places, and
live beside each other in the most friendly man-
ner. They make the rondsldes seem as if hemmed
In by garlands, and they bring beauty to the
humblest places.

There are many specles of this plant, but all
resemble each' dther. It belongs to the seven-
teenth class, and is therefore a compound flower;
that is, the numerous small flowers are so ar-
ranged that they seem to compose one single

the Thistle, are compound flowers. Indeed, there
{8 a larger number of common and useful plants
in this class—the seventeenth—than in any other,

The Aster 18 a very democratio flower: It does
not diadain the hnmble places,and is as beautiful
and radiant by the stone wall of the cottage as
by the gate of the palace. I think flowers never
seem Bo much at home as in common places—by
the roadside, under a atone wall, in the fleld and
mendow. ' I often wonder if they are consclous of
the happiness they give to the tired or the sad.

The Aster has always been a pet flower of
mine, and o you will not wonder that it ‘seems
to talk to me, and to tell me pleasantlittle stories,
Perhaps if I repeat one to you, you will believe a
little bit of it, Just for the sake of the pretty
flower. . .

It was a lovely day in the early autumn. The
sun was 8till hot as it shone at mid day, but the
breeze had a cool, refreshing feeling, as if some-
whers the frosts had cooled the earth, and had
marked the spots where the first snows would
fall, Little Asterand I listened. 8he nodded,
and so did I; but she was wide awake and I half
asteep, The tall pines seemed to me to be an
organ in an old cathedral, and throngh my misty
eyes I could see the nuns coming and going to
matins; thongh when I roused up a little, there
was nothing but the lights and stadows among
the trees. After a while I heard the rustling of
silks and gatins, *Ab,” thought I, “now the fine
ladies have come to their worship, I wonder if
their devotfons are as .sincere as those of the
meek women yonder?’ And then I opened my
ears to hear a little more clearly the sweet sound
of the poplar as its leaves rippled in the never
ceasing tide of air.

But after a little while I looked no more at the
nuns and solemn priests in the shadows, but into
the clear eye of my friendly Aster,and I heard
no mqre the organ and chanting, vut a loving
volce closs to my ear: _ o

“I've been wanting to see yon ever 8o much,”
said alittle lady fn blue. *This §s almost the
Inst chance we poor little flower fairies shall
have, and I have lots to tell you.” = -

“ Do begin, for I am tired of the magazines and
papers, and can't keep awake over them only
when I read about the sea serpent, or the Sultan,
and I should like nothing better than a little bit
of romance out here,”

“Oh, as to romance, don’t expect anytling
wonderful; but the funniest thing has happened

‘| I ever heard of. You know little Pinkie Parker

—though glie i n't 80 very little or 8o very young,
hut she 's the dearest girl in all the region where
Asters grow. We all know that, and we know
her well.” : .

“ Yes, I know she's true gold, but what of her?”

“Well, she’s marrled to Ernald Hunter, and
settled in as snuga little home as ever a dear
little queen could want.” )

“ Dear me, that {8 news. How did it happen?
Mr. Parker is such an old aristocrat, and declared
yoars ago—I've heard him myself—that Pinkie
should never marry any one that could not give
her as good a home as she should leave,”

“Well, 1t 's quite a little story; but if you are
not in & hurry I don't mind telling you, though I
do believe I've told it fifty times before,

You know’ we all loved Pinkie ever since she
was a baby, My grandmother told me that when
she was only six weeks old the Asters were in
thelr last blooming, and a cluster was carrled to
her. B8he smiled the sweetest of smiles, justas
much as to say,'l saw those flowers where I
came from,! Well, Pinkie grew up in all good-
ness and beauty, Bhe looked as If she came
straight out of heaven,and she was n't over hand-
some, either—no prettier than many others, but
she loved all good and beautiful things. It was
nha‘turnl to ber, and I belleve she loved every-
thing.

A: she grew older she seemed to fit. into every-
body's life, and ‘to be made on purpose to go
about the werld dolng good, I don’t belleve she
ever thought of lerself when anybody else was
to be thought of. We have watched her many a
year—we Asters—and we called her one of our
family. You know we were all born to do good.
There is not an Aster In all the world that don't
know that. It's our missiori, a8 some of our
prim people say, We can't toll or spin, and we
have no cotton or silk to give to the world; néither
do the doctors or nurses want us, and- I 've heard
people say we were just good for nothing, -

Never was. a greater mistake made. We are
among the most useful of families, Wo love the
poor things of this world as well as the rich. We
want to bless the whole universe. I'm sure I'd
Just na lief be here shining and shimmeting, as to
be fn the king’s garden, only let me know any-
thing is made the gladder or even the prettier for
my belog bere, I like to think this old pasture ia
{ndebted to me for one little reflection of heaven's
blue, and this little cornet of earth is telling a
sweeter story of the goodness and beauty of life
for my living in it. T .

. Now Pinkie felt just so, thouigh she was born
little leas than a princess; Nothing ever made

.| her 80 glad as to know she’d bleysed 'somebody..

‘What wonderful stories we: Asters could - tell of
her.  Her little feet have traveled miles and miles,

' Just to speak a kind word or do & kind deed, . No-

body ever wanted anything she had that: didn't
get it. When she was not much more than. s
baby, she took bome all:the friendless.cats and
dogs, and she gave ber lJumps of sughar to the files
and bees, and ‘pever wanted. s cherry that the

robins would gathier, . ... - : .. i,

’

came, and this one seems to take advantage of |,

flower. The Dandelion, the Dalay, the Bunflower,

.. But perhapsiyon know all thiat.. T love Pinkle
a8 it she were my own child, and 80 I am never

{ tired of telling all her: virtues, I can only add

she ’s & réal Aster, and'after gnr own heart.

‘SWhen Emald came here lie was almost such
another, only he was poor, and she was ever and
ever 80 rich, and she did just as she wanted to,
and he conld do nothing as he wanted. But they
had one heart and one wish, to make the -world
1ike heaven, and if ever two people ought to have
Joved each other, it was Ernald and “Pinkle; and
50 they did, and she had a good helper in him,
Never was anight too dark orn day too atormy for
bim to go on her errands; and she used to send
him here and there, as she felt some one needed
somethiog, When they were all down with
fover in Slocnm's old shanty, Ernald was afraid
of nothing, but did Just what Pinkie told him to
do, '

We watched them off and on for ten years, and
wo knew they loved each other just as-the dia-
mond loves the setting of gold, and shines and
Rleams with a new beauty. But her father was
dead set against their marrying, and I was a lit-
tle afrald that Plnkie would grow sour and
selfish about it. But she just grew more lovely
every day, Bhe set her great love in her heart,
and made it a great sun to shine out on the whole
world, Denr Pinkie! how proud we were of her
when we found she was true to the bLlessed law
of love, and did nothing to shame a single Aster.

We let things work on so for five years longer,
and then people sald Pinkle was growing old,
but we knew better. She was in her freshest
yoiuth, for her heart was as pure as a child’s, and
I guess we should have let her gone on in her
beautiful glory, but for one thing: old Mr, Parker
sald she must marry Tom Slater's son, the most
selfish, unfeeling, proud fellow in all the country.

Ican tell you the heart of every Aster was
stirred at such a proposition. The news s&pread
like wildfire among us. Not one of us but ut-
tered n solemu declaration that it should never
be. F¥rom the shores of the sea way back to the
hills of Berkshire, and from the Sound to the 8t.
Lawrence there was a general declaration of war
against the thing.

But what to do, that was the question. We
had to walt our time,and it cnme, Mr. Parker
got sick walking out late one evening,and had a
hard time of it. Just as he was getting better,
and felt all the richness of Pinkie’s love and all
the goodness of her heart, because of her de-
voted care, just then it was our time of full flow-
ering. )

‘What possessed Pinkie I don't exactly know,
unless she felt in sympathy with the Aster world,
Anyway, she went out and gathered hands full,
even arms full of our loveliest lowers, and em-
bowered his room with them, Shesaldshehad a
fancy that they were wholesome for a sick man,
And then she hugged and kissed -him just as if
she were a little child, and not thirty-five years
old—and she was but sixteen in her heart.

She left him alone, and he began to doze—he
hadn't slept much—and we whispered to each
other, Now ’s our chauce. We all began together,
whispering and singing, and putting pretty plc-
tures before him. We showed him Pinkie when
she was a dear little baby, and led him up through
all her lovely childhood. We showed him all
her good, sweet ways, and let him see all Ler acts
‘of love.

Then we showed him his own life, 80 selfish
and so hard, except i{n his love for her., - We
showed him all the mean, selfish things he had
done and concealed from dear Pinkie. Oh,I tell
you we woie & Lusy But Of beings. I say we, for
I sent my best cluster of flowers to the work—you
see where the stem was broken—but I do not feel
the loas {n the least,

Well! we worked away at the old man until he
fairly cried; he could n't help it. Who could, at
seeing such a blossoming beauty as Plnkle, and
such an old withered satump as himself?

In the very nick of time Pinkle cawme in, and
he Jald his head on her shoulder and wept like a
child, . .

¢ Pinkle,’ sald he, ‘yon shall be married next
week—no, to-morrow—no, to-night—no, now, in
sight of all these blossoms, under this bower of
beauty. Itis God's will, and I know it. Go and
tell Ernald, and bring the minister, I mean it,
Pinkle, Perhaps I shall dle if yon walt longer.
Hasten, child, for I am not wild with fever now,
but in my right miad.

And they were married,just then and there,
under the beautiful blossoms so like her life,
Yes, if I do say it, Pinkie is a genuine Aster, and
it was beautiful to see her there,

And now look at the world, Isitnot a lovely
place? Do you not see how those good lives
make it seem like heaven? But the best of all
was, that Ernald would find the home, and
Pinkie wonld go to the little cottage; and there
they are, like two of God's angels sent to this
world to show how good and beautiful it fs, just
a8 we are put here to show the beauty that can
come out of this gravel and sand, There never
was a hetter year for Asters, and we are all doing
our best to prove our work has been well and
faitbfully done.’ ‘

I roused myself to find my head half bent over
an Aster that seemed to be looking stralght into
my eye: I cquld not have dozed but a moment,
for there sat the robin on the selfsame brauch of
the maple tree. )

But what was all this story? A dream? There
was left the one beautiful fuct: the lovely, the be-
loved Pinkie Parker was indeed married to the
excellent, the devoted Ernald Hnnter, the rich,
proud, selfish father glving her away. And she
went to live in the pretty cottage under the hill,
Jjust under the shelter of which the Asters grow
in great luxuriance. Who shall say flowers have
nothing to do in this world of onrs? At least, we
may be sure they open the Benses of the soul,
through which we can look at many wonders,
They will never speak falsely, or waken gloomy
dreams, but ever become as sweet loving com-
panions to the loving heart.

—————

A Prophetic Dream.

In the “ Diary and Letters of S8arnh Plerpont,”
who married Jonathan Edwards, the celebrated
theologian, now publishing in Hours at Home, oc-
curs the following letter describing n singularly
prophetic drenm relative to the celebrated Asron
Burr, who was a grandson of Mrs, Edwards:

S8TOCKBRIDGE, MAY 10TH, 1750, "

Dear Brother Jamea :—Your lotters alwa’y: dous
good, and your last wag'one of your best.. Have
izou heard of the hirth of Esther's necond child; at

ewark? "It was born the sixthof Fabruary last,
and his parents have named him Aaron Burr,Jr,,
after hia father, the worthy President of the :Col-
lege. I trust the little immortal will grow up to
bo & good and useful ‘an.  But, somehow, a
atrarige presentiment of evil has hLiifif over niy
mind of late, and I can hanly rid ‘myself of the
i‘%%%lon that that -child : was ' born. to: see

You know I don't. belleve. In diéa?n:f and
vislons; but lately I had a-'sad night of broken
sleep, in whioh the faturs careér of that boy seem<
edto rm before me,;: Ho first appedred as a 1it.
tle ch ld,ji;an be%un]ngm,me d,a high hill, Not
long after he et out, the two guides who started
s with him, disappedred, one after: the other. He

and as frlends met him ‘at every turn, hegotalon
very well. At times he took g the air a‘r‘::i bw‘é
ln]i of asoldler, and then of a statesman, assnming
to lead and control others, As he neared the top
of the hill, the way grew moro steep and difficult,
and his companions became nllenated from him,
refusing to help him or be led h{ bim, -Baffled in
bis designs, and angered at hia 1ll-success, he be.
gun to lay abont him with violence, leading some
astray, and pulling down others at every attempt
to rise.  Soon he himself hegan to_slip and sll(‘,e
down the rough and parilons sldes ‘of the bill;
now regaluing his foothold for a little, then losin
it again, untlfm, length he stumbled and fell head‘!
long down, down into a black and yawning gulf
at tﬁe base! :

At this I woke in distress, and was glad enonih
to find It was only a dream. Now,you may make
as much or as little of this as you please, I think
the distarbed state of our country, along with m
{ndifferent henlth, must have ocoasioned it.
Jetter from his mother, to-dny, assure me that
her llme[xarox} {,B alivel ] p.xi-amesome fellow, fill.

his parents’ hearts with joy.
ing bis p Your loving sister, SARANH,

Though “ only a dream,” this vision of the night
prefigured a sad reality, and the firsf incidents of
the mournful history quickly came to pass, A
memorandum of Sept. 30, 1756, records the death
of President Burr—one of the * guides "—the pre-
vious week, and under date of Philadelphia, 8ept,
22,1758, 18 this entry in the diary: ,

« Arrived hers yeiterday, to take charge of my
dear Esther's chlﬁlren, who have been in this city
alnce their mother’s death, We shall return in a
few days to Princeton. 8ad asitistoseemy house.
hold 80 rent and broken, God atill lives, and He
hias my whole heart.”

Only two years after the dream, and both
“guides” gone! How faithfully the rest of the

dream was fulfilled is matter of history.

Chldren’s Lyccuimns.

Agreeing fully with Bro. A, E. Carpenter in re.
gard tothe importance of the Lycenm movement
and the “-problem in regard to the relation which
the Lyceum should sustain to the Bociety,” but
differing with him in its solution, with your per-
mission I would say afoew words in reply to his-
oriticism upou my answer to the queries of your
Western Editor.

Bro. Carpenter says, “ Almost wherever I go
through the new England States, I find the Bocl-
eties gone or going to pleces, in consequence of
the firhnoial interests of the Societies and the
Lyceums being disconnected or separate.” It
such is his experience, I hope he has not traveled
much the past year; and if the Societies have no
more self-respect or sense of justice than to be de-
pondent upon the earnings and efforts of thelr
Children's Sunday School for an existence, and are
go mean and contemptible as to be jealous of the
success, efforts; and what their children can do,
from such Sociaties I would say, “Good Lord
deliver ns!” And if they are gone or going to
pleces,” I would sing, ¥ Praise God from whom
all blessings flow.” They should not only go to
pleces, but should be ground into dust and made
better use of. , .

In. my opluion, the argnment Bro, Carpenter
presents for the necessity or a unity of financial
and other interests of the Society and Lyceum, is
the best reason why they should in that.respect
be separate. He says when monoy is raised by
exhibltions, festivals or other entertainments of
the Lyceum, the Society becomes jealous, and dis-
satisfaction arises In regard to whom the profits or
proceeds belong. Is it possible that there are
any who are willing to quarrel about whether
they have a right to the proceeds of their
children's efforts to meet the expenses of their
Soclety? Where did the iden of exhibitions, cons

certs, sociables and entertainments originate, and . '

by whom are they made what they are? The
Children’s Progressive Lyceum; and they are the
means by which the Lyceum {3 constituted a self-
sustaining institution, and is not dependent upon
the Boclety for its support. Butaccording to Bro,
Carpenter’s observation and experience, these
poor, decrepid Bocletles are dying out, or going to
pleces, because the children do not support them
He says some of the membersof the Socleties take
part in these exhibitions and entertainments, and
therefore the profits or proceeds should belong
equally to the Lyceum and the Boclety, Because
o father assists his son in establishing himself in
business and in enabling him to support himself,
does he claim balf the profits of his son’s business?
If the Bocleties have not bralus, energy, industry
and executive ability enough in them to devise
means by which they can support -themselves
without taking the means of support from their
children, it is time and better they should go to
pleces and give up the ghost,

The effact of combinlug the financial Interests
of the Society and the Lyceum will ultimate in
destruction of all self-reliance on the part of the
members of both the Society and Lyceum. The
Soclety will sny, We are out of funds and In
debt; the Lyceum must give an exhibition, or
work in some other way to meet the deficiency.
The members of the Lycoum will say and feel
that they will not exert themselves to pay the
debts of the Soclety, in the creation of which they
had no volce,

Again, hie says the officers of the Lyceum should
be elected and controlled by the Boclety, With
the same propriety and justice might you say, be-
cause the compact denominated the United States
18 one in obfect, afms and purposes, that the gov- "
ernment at Washington must or should elect all
your State officers, control the flnances of each
Btate, and pay all their debts, .

Agafn, Bro, Carpentor says the SBoclety must be
one and {nseparable in its financial and all other.
interests, because their aims nnd purposes are the
same; and in the next breath advocates a total
separation of all interests of o financial and ex+
‘ecutive character by calling for separate Convens
tions for the exclusive and especlal ‘interests of
the Lyceum, and a still greater subdivision of in
terests of the Lyceum itself, by making those Cons
ventfons local and sectional. He complains of a
want of funds to sustain the Socleties and Lyce-
ums in New England, and then proposes tosquans
der a few thousands of dollars §n holding: half-a-
dozen sectional Conventions, where one’ bhbulq
answer avery purpose. If the Socletles are o
aleat the Lyceum officers and control their finances:
&o,, will not Bro. Oarpentor and the Lycenm¥
have to ask permission of their masters whethet -
they shall be allowed to hold a separate -Conven<
tion and spend the Soclety’s money?: He com«
plains that at the Inat Convention a sufficlent op4
portunity was not afforded for a proper considerd
atlon of the Lyceum matters; to which I wonld
say, If the Lyceum interest was not adequately

'presented, it was the fault of its representatives,

not the Convention, No subject before that Cont

' vention commnnded more respect or oicited great

er interest, and every delogate had a good oppo
tunity to express his views upon' that. qusstion
who chose to.embrace it. : PR
Lot the Lyceums send thelr represcntatives 1o
this Convention, and they will have no’ cause.t0
fenr a Inck of opportunity to be heard: ‘I re :
that Bro. Oarpenter should have so construed 0
mfsconstrued what I said in a previous  reference
to this subject into & reflection upon his sanity,
ability or devotlon to the canse. No such refer:
ence was made, or intended; for I obteém Bro.
Oarpenter as a noble, energetio, faithfal' sud- et
}c!el:tthoo-alsboreﬁn ‘th‘? Ly%eum‘ml?vem:nt.;:n &
worthy advocate of the caues of buman, progress,
and elevation,” -~ " M, B.'I;'!{%.,«n

went on alone, and aythe road wagopén and plair, |

Philadelphia, Pa., Avg, 28h, 1867, """
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“tA’ correspondent is nnxious that wo reprint the foll'?'.'ln" And when the body s destroyed, it remalns- in
poem, for the especlal benefit of many “ Chrlstlans ™ Who | gontant with the soul when It reéscends. The

may have never seenit. We comply.)-ED.
DORROBOOLA GIA.

A stranger pronched last Bunday,
And crowds of people came

To hiear a two hour sermon .
‘With a barbarous sounding namo;

*T was all about some heathens,
Thousands of miles afar,

Who live in a land of darkneas,
Called “ Borrohoola Gha.

8o well their wants he pictured,
That when the plates were passed,

Each list'ner felt his pockets,
And goodly sumns were cast;

For ail must lend a shoulder
To push the rolling car

That carries 1'ght and comfort
To “ Borroboola Gha.”

That night thelr wants and sorrows
Lay heavy on my soul, i
And deep in meditation,
I took my morning-stroll;
Til something caught my mantle
With eager grasp and wild,
And looking down in wonder,
I saw & lictle child—

A pale and puny creature,
In rags and dirt forlorn;
What could shie want? I questioned,
Iinpatient to be gone,
With trembling voice she anawered,
* We live Just down the street,
And mamma, she’s a-dyin’,
And we've nothing left to eat.”

Down in a wretcked hasement,
With mould ul)on the walls

Through whose half-burled windows

. God’s sunlight never falls;

‘Where cold, and want, and hunger,
Crouched near her as shelay

I foand a fellow-creature
Passing from earth away.

A chair, a broken table, .
A bed of dirty straw,
A hearth all dark and cheerless—
But thess [ scm'celﬂ AW} L
For the mournful sight before me,
The sad and sickening show—
Oll never had I pictured
A scene 8o full of woe,

The famished and the naked,
The babes that pine for bread,

The squalid group that huddled
Around the dying hed—

All this distress and sorrow
Bhould be in lands afar,

Was I suddeunly transported
To * Borroboola Gha"?

Ah,lo! the poor and wretched
- Were close behind the door,
And I had passed them heedless
A thousand times before.
Alas! for the cold and hungry,
. That mmest me every day,
While all my tears were given
To thoe suftering far away!

There s work enough for Christiang
In distant lands, we know;

Our Lord commands his servants
Through all the world to go,

Not only for the heathen,
This was the charge to them:

“Go, preach the Word, beginning

First at Jerusalem,”

. Oh, Christlan! God has promised,

Whoe'er to thee has given

A cup of pure cold water,
8hall find reward in Heaven,

‘Would you secure the blessing,
You ueed not seek it far:

You 'l find in yonder hovel |
A * Borrohoola Gha.”

Translation from the ¢ Revao Splrit-

’ ualiste.”

The sixth number of this magazine for1867, con-
tains Judge FEdwonds's letter upon * 8piritualism
in America, “ translated from the BANNER OF
Li1GHT; also, from the BANNER of May 11th, that
prophetic paragraph in which Rev. Wm. E. Chan-
nlng closes his editorlal of the * 8pirit of the Age”
in 1850, showing that our organ of Spiritualism is
appreciated in France, o

There are several interesting articles in this
number, and wo translate a few extracts from
the editor’s (Z. I, Pierart) * Revelations de mon
Genie"—thoughts and teachings given him through
the mediumslip of a young girl, who becomes en-
tranced, and an amanuensis then writes down
whatsheslowly speaks, Thisisupon*The Origin
and Destiny of the Spirit,” which the editor says
was entirely repugnant to his own belief, as he
had been fuclined to the Bible teaching, *that
man was a fallen angel,” We have had various
theories propounded on this subject, but as this
was somewhat new aud curlous, I thought it
might interest some of your readers, and especl-
ally as it seems to partly explain some of the
Btrﬂngé stories of sorcery and witchery, as well /s
the double of one's self. Thus it teaches: “The
splirit, when it emanates from the Creator, s
individualized and complete In its essence; con-
taining all virtue, all light, all power; but for its
perfect development it needs to traverse the entire
universe, to draw from each element the means of
manifesting its virtue, light and power. It re-
mains for a long time in a zone unexplainable to
you, because it contains elements unknown to
your planet, At length it is drawn nearer matter,
and takes from it an element which completes it
into what the anclents termed n soul.”

“This soul is & part of the universal life, which
has now individualized itself, adhering to the
spiritual essence which it envelopes, Belold then
the splrlt drawn by the law of attraction slowly
todescend toward a material world; and we ought
to note that its firat immersion always takes place
in a world ix fusion. It draws, then, by reason of
the fluid medium It approaches, the .clements
which complete the trinity of spirit, soul and body,
But a long time elapses before this; and when {t
completes itself by approaching a body, it {s not
that of man, animal or even vegetable; it belongs
to a kingdom unknown to planets habited by
man, aud {t I8 not the &pirit now that is Incar-

nated, only the soul—the soul which holds the |

spirit by an fndissolvable tle, and which pene-
trates it and glves it life. At the decomposition
of this materinl individuality, it aftaches ftself to
a new body, each new lifo adding something to it—
now acquiring vensation—then one day it gains
a greater independonco, raises {tself complete, de-
veloped, and now animates the most perfect of
God's creatures —man! Mere at last spirit
is absorbed {n this incarnation; so it Is absurd
to say the spirit 6f man has been jucarnated In
such and such a belug of the Inferior kingdom.”

“ I have spoken of thesoulof the earth, cssenco of
1ife, which constitutes the body of your planet;
active, powerful, submisslve, but not intelligent.
I hiave spoken of the individual soul, which puts
tho spirit in contact with the body, I have sald
that in the inferior incarnations the spirit dces not
allow Itself to bo contained fn the material body
with which it enters into communication by
means of 'the goul, Ihave sald that {n man alone
the spirit deigns to enter, and by an' organism
perceptiblo to the delicate sense, and whitli per-
mits it to' preserve contact with the spiritnal

world, which s truly its world,’ Howover much |*
the splirit may become attached to the Hody dur-|”

ing ita rudimentary stato, it never becomes pn in

togral part of It. The more lifo fs x’)p’rlfooib'q'ln')ho .

inferior belug, the moro of spirit It yossésses.

‘spectre ' Is formed the moment the body disap.
pears, which is the form the soul preserves after
quitting the body ; reacting, when that is destroyed,
upon the spirit. The medium or condition in
which you live, Is filled with thess speotres of
things and beings, In the mormal conditlon of
life they are as harmless to you as they are invis-
ible. But to, your *seers’ they are perceptible,
aud to certain others gifted with extremely del-
fcate sense,

“I will now endeavor to deacribe the elementary
world of spiritual beings, to which J will give the
name of ‘ demons, not attaching to the word the
idea the Cathollcs hold, but they are a turbulent,
subtle troupe, causing strange perturbations when
they violently disturb the domaln of humanity;
pushed or provoked, they act according to their
nature, but never with conscience of evil, These
powers, these demons, which can be employed by
your wisdom, directed by your light, may become
a8 good and serviceable as in the past they have
been injurious, as {n those bad conditionsin which
* possessions’ are produced. It is frequently the
case that a man thus afilicted takes the move-
ment or cry of some animal. This shiould be at-
tributed to these demons who, coming in contact
with a body, cannot approach another body with-
out imposing some of its traits, The oclrcum-
stances that facilitate these ‘possessions’are vari.
ous—sometimes an organic defect, sometimes &
malady which holds a buman being a long time
In a weak, Irritated state, which predisposes it to
this condition; and I will add that others, andthe
most fatal, are degenerated from the great and no-
ble sclence of * magism,” which is called sorcery!
But the ignorant sorcerer knows not how to apell
the first page of maglam; he has indeed a power
upon demons, but one he can nelther regulate nor
control. He determines the fact without power
over the result, and the evil sproads because of the
corporesnl predisposition and mental jgnorance of
those near upon whom it acts. Cause them to
penetrate Into the country, especially this in-
struction; enlighten these brave soldiers of the
plow, too much forgotten by men of the city;
spread this spiritual light everywhere, and thess
fatal accidents will disappear, these unfortunate
people will be no more ohjacts of horror and dis-
gust, .As for the sorcerers and witches so feared,
enlighten them, Almost all are gifted with a
power which, with thelr iguorance, cannot be em-
ployed for good.” X

The spirit was then asked to explain facts of
“lycanthropy " and sorcerism, so celebrated in the
history of occult acience, where it has been stated
that wounds made by fron or lead on the body of
the apparition or “double ” reiicted or appeared
on the corresponding corporeal organs of the sor-
cerer,

The anywer was: “ Factshave besn badly ob-
served, Itisnot always the spirit power of a
man that enters into the animal, but a demon
forces it to a course or exercise proper to an anli-
mal. Often the sorcerer employs his own power,
deforms his spiritual members, convulses them,
and gives to his body the appearance or spectre
of the object he wishea to represent; then, if that
recefves a wound, it {8 permanently reflected on
his own members, This ‘dedoublement’ takes
place only under certain conditions. The dia-
bolical character attributed to them by ignorance
will disappenr as the cause is made known,” |

Again it was asked, was it a demon or the
spirit of the sorcerer which took the form of
an animal--as a wolf, for instance, as the famous
“ Loup Garon"? .

“It may be either, Agaln, when the victim of
the sorcery, by the strength of its moral superi-
ority, finds the force to act agalnst its oppressor,
his action partakes of the nature against which
it redcts, and as there is more reason and energy
in its justice and {ts apontaneity, Instead of re-
celving a wound, it will sand back the destined
blow to the guilty man, who will recelve the ma-
terial signsin his own person. The powerof man
for evil is incalculable; but the day is coming
when it will be greater still for good.”

Furtler teaching upon this subject is promised
by the spirit, who wishes no one to receive his
fostruction if it is not in accordance with reason.

E. M.

Grove Meeting at Cicero, Onondaga
Co., N. Y.

Agreeabls to notice in the BANNER, the Spirit-
ualists of Cicero and vicinity held a grove meet-
ing at Haskell's Grove, in the above town, on the
24th and 25th of August, Owing to the weather
threntenin%min, but few friends had arrived at 2
o'clock in the afternoon, but enough, however, to
organize and make ready for the * feast of good
things,” spiritual and intellectual. The weather
cleared off by noon, and the meeting was con-
vened in the grove at 2 o’clock on the 24th.

Walter Peck, of S8yracuse, was invited to the
Chair, and M. WV, Peters appointed Secretnrly.
Two hours were most agreeably and profitably
spent in conference, when the meeting adjourned
to the school-house, where was delivered an ex-
cellent discourse by the Invisibles through the
organism of Warren Woolson of Hastlngs, Os-
wogo Co., N. Y. .

Sunday morning'dawned bright and beautiful,
and at 9 o'clock the meeting at the grove was
called to order, and Elizabeth Tallmadge, of
Onondaga Valley, N, Y., selected to preside dur-
fng the dny. One hour was spent in conference,
and then a short address was delivered by Ansel
Morse, Eyq., of Hastings, wherein ho gave an in-
‘teresting account of his spiritunl experience and
Journey from Orthodoxy to Spiritualism.

Warren Woolson, the regular apeaker for the
ocoasion, gave two lectures during the day, which
were listened to by several hundred persons, who
by their earnest and respectful attention seemed
to appreciate the harmonious truths which flowed
80 beautifully from the lips of the speaker, as he
Krelenwd the glorious facts and principles of onr

eaven-born religion. The discourses of Mr, W.
wore Interspersed with beautiful poetry, which
lent a charm to them that dull prose could not
flve. He should be kept constantly at work, for
he {8 an ardent and efficient laborer in the spirit-
ual fleld, ‘ . |

Afver resolving, unanimously, to meet again in
the same plnce on tho Iast Baturday and Sunda,
in August next year, the meeunﬁ'wnn adjourned.

o . M. W.PeTERS,: -

DO A GOOD TURN WIIEN XOU CAN,

How little wo think as we travel
Through life's ups and downs, day by day,

‘What good each might do for bis nelggbor,
Did all of us go the right way! .

How many a poor fellow, whose talents
To slevate'science would tend, ‘

Is lost to the world's gaze forever,
And all for the want of a friend!

Then stretch forth Iyou_r,‘l;und {ke a brother,
For remember 1ife’s but'a shan,

*T {s our duty to help one another, - -+ .-
And do a good turn when we can,

Soma boast of thelr wealth and connectlons,
And look with contempt upon those
Of lower degreo-tiuiw forgettin .
The means by which they, perhaps, rose,
8n be kind to the poor and the Iowly;
Ne'er utter a word that’s untrue;
Prize the maxim which n{u. “ Act to others .
" As you would they should act ynto you.” . .
Tlen stretch forth your band like a brother,
Bince lifa’s after all but a span; s
Lot ns try to assist one another, .
And do a good turn when wecan, ..o i
. Who I8 tho lazlest man? The furniture' desler-
~ho keep chairs and lounges abous all the time,

i,

THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE, JLLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS,

[Reported for the Danner of Light.)

The Becond Annual Moeeting of “ The Illinols
Association of Spiritualists” was holden at the
city of Galesburg, commencing on Friday, August
23, and closing Bunday evening following. The
represontation from the several local organiza-
tions in different parts of ‘the State was large,

OPENING OF THE CONVENTION,

At the appointed hour (2 o’clock r. M.) the Pres-
ident of the Assoociation, Bro. 8, 8. Jones, called
the Convention to order, and gave the following
address: “
PRESIDENT JONES'S ADDRESS,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—DBrothers and Sisters
—For the second time we have nssembled as o
Btate Organization of Spiritualista—as representa-
tives of local organizations Instituted in varlous
parta of the State of Illinols for the promulgation
of the great principles of Spiritualism, which un-
derlies nll reforms,

Thanks to the intelligence of the last half of
the ninateenth century, we assemble not ns slaves
to creeds nor chureh dogmas, but as individuala
who have outgrown the childish fear of church
anathemas and the frowns and sneers of self-con-
ceited, oredulous devotees of a decnying rystem
of theology, called * the Christian religion.’

‘While the anathemas, frowns and sneers of the
devotess and friends of the popular churches have
no terrors for Spiritualists, yet let it be distinctly
underatood that we love and adore the great
truths that underlie true Christianity, and hold {n
high veneration that great and noble soul—the
gentle Nazarene—who dared to die for the promul-
gation of principles which, when fully appreciated
and practiced, make mankind better and happler,
After the lapsa of almost nineteen centuries, the
world hegins to awake to the truths that were pro-
mulgated by that great reformer., As was ever
the custom of the world, in Ita fgnorance it first
crucified and then' deified the good man, In del-
fying him, they but acted in nccordance with the
ignorant examples of preceding ages.

Whenever principles have beon developed to
the human understanding, they have been selzed
upon with avidity, Their reception is mental
foad, more acceptahle than the most dainty dishes
of a well spread table are to the craving appetite.
Then it is that the oppositlon of old systems
sanctioned hy ages of Ignorance {s aroused, and
terrible conflicts between the devates of the old
and the new ensue., In ages past this conflict
in each period has been marked by violenceand hu-
man suffering, the recounting of which would cur-
dletha very blood in our veins, And yet it has all
been done in the name of religion, and under the
Christian dispensation in the name of Christ, the
grent reformer, a good man, whom the world in its
childish simplicity calls a member of the Ioly
Trinity—the very Gop!

It ia not the principles taught by reformers in
any age that have produced the dire calamities
which have deluged the world with human gore
and lighted the fagots aronnd the victing, more
terrible than is to-day practiced by the savages of
our Western wilds toward their supposed natural
encmy—the pale face, Nay, nay, not the princi-
ples taught by the reformer, but the cruel Church
dogmas which have beon from time to time put
forth to the world In the form of decrces, bulls,
creeds, by Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, 8ynods, and
other convocations of Church dignitaries, which
have sprung forth from time to time, as different
periods have given different religlous partisans
the ascendency in numbers and physlcal power,

. And so time has rolled on, Each successive
century has made its mark in its onward march
in the unfoldment of mind, until the law of phys-
fcal force {s seldom resorted to to compel. obedi-
ence to any system of popular theology. The
fagots, the fire, the stake, the dungeon, for such
mlrposen are entirely dispensed with in onr own

loved country, as well as nynong other enlight-
ened nations. Indeed, religions persecution and
intolerance i8 a child of darkness—of ignorance;
and while we feel our freedom in assembling here
to-day in counanl, we cannet shut our eyes to the
persecutions practiced toward our mediums for
physical and trance 8pirit-manifestations, and
often, too, by thore professing to be tolerant and
most liberal, While each and every medium: in
turn is the suhject of the foul breath of slander-
ous charges or insinuatlons from the sell-righteous
Phariseen, and often ncoused of belng possessed
of davils, ft fs no uncommon thing for our best
mediums for physical apirit-manifestations to be
treated with violence, to be persecuted and fm-
prisoned; and we are sorry to say that fn too
many instances * Peters” are found, who were
supposed, in hours of prosperity, to he true friends,
swearing they know nothing of the man! Yes, we
lament the fact that there are those who profess
to believe in the truths of modern Bpiritualism,
and who, notwithatanding, ignore, and join with
the opponents of Splrltuall'nm in denouncing all
mediums for physical wanifestations as finpos-
tors, and virtually join In the cry: * Crucify!
crucify!”

But in spite of ignorance and selfishness—in
spite of open enemies and the opposition of pre-
tended friends, the door i8 wide open for spirit
communion.

The day Is fairly ushered in in which our loved
ones who have passed the portalas of physical
death, can commune with us from the other shoro,
and tell us of the hereafter—of the glorious spirit-
world, redolent and glowing with fragrance and
beauty—withalovelinesstliat soothes the tronubled
spirit, and calms the excited passions, unfolds the
mind and makes it receptive to the myriads of
ohjects ever presenting themselves to the gazo
and admiration of thoe eternally S)'ogresslve-uonl.
Onward and upward, hand in hand with com-
panions most beloved, the spirit is attracted by
ever changing scenery, which allures and begulles
the time, No pain, no sorrow, no anxiety s last-
fng with the spirit who reads from the ever un-
foﬁlinsz scroll of time and eternity, in tracery of
living light, an eternal use and utility in every pur-
pose and work of Omnipotence. Loving {natruct-
ors, guardian angels, are over near the new-born
spirit, to guide and to sootho all disquletudo that
RO great a chum‘e (however lovely and attractive
the scenery,) m ﬁhb for a brief I)erlod produce.
The wisdom and love of the previous ages of tho
world are crystallized and presented to the new-
bhorn spirit for lts development, and for the un-
foldment of its faculties and happiness, just in
proportion to'its powers of receptivity. e have
the evidence of these truths—a glorlous age, I
thank God that I live in this age, and that I have
been 8o fortunate as to receive the evidenco that
has made me a Spliritunllst—real, tangible, physi-
cal evidence, that has reached my aenses as per-
fectly n8 any other evidence that I take cogni-
zance of in tranaactions of every.day life,

. I know whereof I speak. I know It is my priv-

floge—and a great privilego 1t is—to commune
with those who now dwell upon the apirit-plano
of life, whom I once knew and loved on this mna-
terial plane as we now live,

For many years I lLave beon a close atudent of
Spiritual Philosopby. I have eagerly pursued
my investigations under eve{{ Ip inse of mani-
féstation within my reach, an am free to say
that, in.my opinion, that which 1a sneered at by a
certain claes of our brethren as the a b o of Spirit-
ualism, {8 to-day and ever will be as Important to
Spiritual Philosophy as the a b o's are in the
republlc of letters, and that the a b o of the latter
can as'well be dispensod with as the former, So
long aa, there are children to learn the alphabet,
o long will there be Individuals who need an
will demand the tiny rap—the varled lenea of
physical and trance manifestation of spirit power
through’ med‘s. In other words, medlums for
spirit manifestation will ever be.in demand, as
no spirit can manifest bimself on the ph sical

1ane of 1ife without a medium—a medium of some
£lnd. Not necessarily another human being for
every phase of manifestation, but a medium sulted
to the phase desired to be, inantfested. Our own
physical bodies ‘are our present medinms for
manifestations on the physical plane of life,

‘When we cass off our physical bodies, we must
make use of some other medium to manifest our-
nelves through to the natural or Phyplcnl _sennes
of “our frieuds, and the kind'of manifestation
which thé spiﬂi makes depends very much upon

] the kind of medin it ulos[; 80 that whon we fafl to

dept test of the identlty
to control g medium, we
v that the ‘friend fa not

rfect and self-ev
end purportin
lways ' remem

(1%
'of ‘obr
‘should

using thé same medium as we were famlliar with

when he lived on the phyaieal Jﬂnne of 1ife, hence
the inabllity often to give the dealred teat,

My brethren, we have assembled tate Con-
vantion for the purposs of an interchange of
thought upon thisgreat subject—apirit-communton
—na suhject that teaches us that we really exiat In
that never-ending world, bat upon the ahaded,
clouded or obacured aide, so to apank, of it, which
wa_call the physical plane of life; that reall
and in fact the apirit-world is whorever apirit
Jound, and apirit Is an all-porvading elament, con-
sequantly.the apirit-world filla immensity and is
everywhere. If 8o, we are in the apirit-world now,
and are surrounded, near or remote, by all who
have ever lived upon the matarial plane of life;
and being thus surrounded with {atelligences of
many ages, we have but to put ourselves in a re-
ceptiva condition to receive inatructions, and be-
come the beneficinries of the wisdum and good-
neas of the great and truthful of past ages, who,
though invisible to us, yet live and take an In-
tareat in our affairs, :

To consult, {nterchange thought and devise
plans and adopt mensures to ald in bringing the
physical plane of life closely en rapport with the
spiritunl, is the object in a great measure of our
convocation,

From_the apirit-world comes the light and
kuowledge that elevates man in the scale of hu-
manity above the savage,

Spiritualism lnya at the basis of overy reform.
It I8 nothing new In fact. Wo, poor, benighted
children of the earth or physical piane, are just
beginning to appreciate n great truth that has
ever existed—that the spirit-world is just as near
to the earth as the Perfumo is to the tlower; that
thosa who once livel on earth are often ns
deeply Interested in our affalrs ns when we saw
them fin active life, and will with the aame love
ald us as of yore, if we will but accept thelr
greetings and encourngement.

‘We deem it unnecessary to recount or call your
especial attention to the various reforms of the
age in which we are all more or less intercated.
Olnr speciality is the promulgation of our princl-
ples,

Let us ln'y broad and deeP thess principles
which constitute Spirituallsm In the minds of in-
vestigators, by an intelligent and satisfactory
explanation of the varied phenomenn as present-
ed through media. Let ua aid In every possible
way {n carrying the evidence which has and yet
is convincing us of the truth of spirit communion,
to all who desire to investigate the suhject. Let
us unite with heart and soul with everybody in
overy great reformatory movement, which {n our
opinJoa is for the general good of all mankind.

But in all the work we find to engage our at-
tentlon, let us be charitable for the opinions of
others, and never attempt, unduly, to force our
convictions upon any one, ever bearing in mind
that as we differ in look, so necensarily we differ
in thought and expression thereof, L.etus belov-
ing and kind, and ever ready to do unto others ns
wo would that they should do unto us; ever
remain true to angel ministry, and, in the
language of tlie editor of the Weatern Depart-
ment of the BANNER or LianT,let us have no
“ compromise with the church prisons whenco we
have escaped! Our emancipation has cost us a
great price.  We have endured too long a serf-
dom, felt too deep its galling links, suftered too
much persecution, drank too cnpl’ously of the
fountains of spiritual life, recelved toomany bloss«
ings in our sacrifices, ascended to too high glo-
ries of experience, altogether so, to sell our birth-
right now for a * meas of pottage.” It {s no use to
propose a aplicing of new timber with rotven atlls;
no marrying of Christ with Belinl; no dalliance
of S8amson with Delllah! Let dogs go back to
thetr vomit; but let 8pirituallsts be firm in the
newness of their blesred gospel. Worejolcein the
Free Religion of the Radical Unitarlans, and will
work with them In thelr rationalistle reform; but
wao say to them, as we say to all, there i3 need of
the inapirational, the interior illmnlnntlonnl,to
sanctify the whole body, To accept of your plat-
form with angel ministry left out, or ignored the
least in word or act, might be & beautiful scholar-
ship, fair ns the marble Greek 8lave, but just as
dead, Let us have a Free Religion, but give it a
soul that sliall work even * miracles’ in our re-
constructive age., Good brothers, nscend the
Mount of Transfiguration and talk with the an-
ﬁuls. till a divine aromwn shall pervade your whole

eing, making you * ministers of flaming fire'”

[The balance of the report will bo forwarded in

season for the next BANNER,]

- @orrespondence,

S. J. Finney at Poriago Falls, N. Y,

When listening to Mr, Finney at Portage Falls
Aug. 29th, T heard for the first thne a full fledged
apostle of the New Dispensation; and if 8pirit-
uallsm I8 a8 unfolded by him, then have I beeu n
Spiritualist for many years,

I have long held the bellef that the thaological
creeds of the day were unmanning us—absolutely
emasculating the human soul; that the fibre of
thought was relaxing in the witherlng glareof a
falre heat, and {ntellectuality had hecome the
slave of a sentiment, DBut a reiiction is now tak-
ing placa. The sonl, asserting itself, has turned
upon what was worrying and choking it, and s
about to beat it off.

The church-plety of Chrlstianity is the Frank-
enstein monster of modern clivilization, following
humanity everywhere, and by its brooding pres-
ence rohbiug life of {ts exceedlng joys. Like a
huge spider, it has sat by the highwaya and the
hyways of life, spinning and so obscuring with
fts weh that the present had become covered,
and nothing was to be seen but a fancy sketch of
the Fulure—TIE FUTURE—~TUE PUTURE—ON One
side of which lay an existence dreary with panlm-
singing, on the other an aternity rellaved only by
an extra twinge of torture. atural anxieties
were condemned, and we were told to sst our
thoughts on things ahove—na if the great, lusty
earth, with its ten thousand avenues to sensuous
enjloyment.w, were a temptation only, and its de-
lights not thinga of an inheritance to be used,

Unfortunately for the wholesome expansion of
Christ's distinguishing teachinga, they are popu.
larly asroclated with a masas of tmllln;f. mytho-
logical Hebrewisms which degrada belief; forcing
liberal minds into antagonism with fmmortalities
of any sort, or dlsyoninz them to the adoption of
any vagary that might float to thelr attention,

The God of Mosena is na much a vagary of the
fancy as is the Greek Jupiter. And le s just
as much inferior in character to the * Thunderer,”
as he exhibits more of the weakneasses of our race
in his denlings with tho creatures and things of
his handiwork,

The story of tha fall i8 aa trifling a fabrication
as {8 the metamorphosis of Jupiter for Europa, or
any other fabulous escapade of the Greek Delty.
It is utterly Inconsistent with the attribute of
QOmnixcence, and wholly irreconcilable with jus-
tice, A General placing a man in a position of
danger, whom by a previous knowledge of his
cliaracter e knew would run at the firing of the
first gun, would subject himself to the conwmrt
of the entire camp; and the punishment he wonld
afterward cause to he infiicted on the coward
would be nothing, if not infamous cruelty. No
inapt fllustration of God's dealing with the first
palr, as related by Moses,

Apain, If a man were to bulld a miil to grind
Iz'mln withal, and he found on {ts completion that
t was only fittod to crumble up bark, we would
be apt tosmile at his lost labor and call him
skiiloss. But if after he had made the digcovery
of its unadaptedness, he were to push It angrily
into the lake, we would be sliocked at his folly.
Then if with all Lis experlence he commenced
another mill on the old foundation, and succesded
in proving himsell to be quite as wuch of a hotch
as ho did in his first effort, and he deaponed his
claims to folly by setting fire to part of it, and in
an {dlotic huff told the rest to go to the devil, who
could be found so absurd as to glve himn a job?
This is the flood and the burning of S8odom and
Gomorrah in a nut ahell, All auch trampery
stories, however, Mr. Finnoy landled with mns-
terly ability, and with an elogquence seldom
equaled by pablic speakers.

he day was glorlons in all respects. A de-
lightfully cool atmosphere tempered the rays of
the sutntuer sun and filled eyes and lienrts with
pleasure. Never was there brought together a
more reapeciable crowd. Quiet, orderly, atten-

tive, they seemed to have met together, attracted .

by thelr rational Instincts, to indulge in enjoy-
ments worthy of cultivated men and women,
Nothing was there to be seen to cause a sad
thouight, or to whisper a regret—-unlesa it was the

presence of poor Hosmer, the poet, whose fagble |

appearance an%mh drew man

y eyes in painful
sympathy toward him, : 9. M.

Jottings in Maine.

I haveoftan read with plaasureand profit, ¥ Jot-
tings by the Way,” which have from time tn time
appeared in the columna of the excellent BAN-
NER OF LIOHT, an they give ne some ldea of the
progreas of onr faith in the diffarent parta of the
country; and when wa reflect upon the simuolta.
neons unfolding of these spiritun! trutha in every
part of our own Iand, a8 well aa all other Iands—
without proselyting, or the neceaslty of an ex-
nensiva corps of misstonnrien to promulgate thess
heaven-given and angel-spoken worids of comfort
and healing to the bruined hearta and bodles of
humanity, wa are Joat in wander aud astonish-
ment, and our faith {n strengtliened in tha minis-
try of the angals, who are surely undermining the
foundationn of ohil faiths, and usherlng in the new
ora of truth and freedom, when man shall be
frea not only physically but apiritunlly,

Tha firat ten dava of thin month Mra. 8. and my-
self have been sojonrning in the heautifa] town
of Jay, ahout sixty miles in a northerly direction
from Portland, situated in the heautiful valley of
the Androscogain, aurrounded by hills and the
musical flow of the noble river, windingita way to
the ocaan, far from the nolre and bustle of the
busy, jestling world, amld the holy ealm of Na-
turs. Thia apot {8 harmonifously adapted to tha
communion of the angel-world, and the thought
ocenrred to me, whilo wandering amid these
scanen, (perchanca it waa an inspiration,) that
when we understand the laws of adaptation in
Natura, we may be able to appropriate to oure
nelves, phyalcally and spiritnally, the rrnndeur
and firmneas of the monntain, the stability and
strength of tha granite boulder, the deep inspira-
tional flow of the river, and incorporate them in
our very being, and thus the sufiering and afliet-
ed mons and daughters of humnnily may gain
new life and vigor to battle with the contending
elamenta around them.

Hera we found sowa cholca friends, whao are not
atrangers to our glorions faith, and in the quiet
home of our brother and sister Richardson we
passed the days happlly and profitably to our in.
ner and outer man; also in the home of our pi-
oneer brother Leach and his excellent Indy, who
ara spending their declining years in this quiet
retreat, we en’oyed many happy houras in social
convorag, on the themes nearest our hearts, and
shall long remember our pleasant visit,

Sunday, August 4th, Mra. 8, spoke under in.
spiration to a small but very intelligent audlonce,
to the satisfaction of all. Her thems was, “The
progress of apiritual trath and the downfall of er-
ror,” and the subject was handled In a4 manner
worthy of the intelligence controlling,

The 8pirituallsts in this section, though faw in
number, embrace the most Intelligent portion,
and the li%eral minds among them are bhecoming
convinced of its \ruth, We found the BANNER
or Lianut here unfolded, and its tronsury of
thonght the people’s meat and drink spiritually;
and they look for ita weekly advent as the dove
with the olive branch of peace and joy to thelr
homes, :

Our causs is proapering in Portland, and the
morning gatheringa of onur Lycoum, which has
again been organizaed, promise abundant snccess
when the hot days of suminer are over. But we
feel sadly the need of suitable books for our Ii-
brary, and hope the brothers and sisters who are
interested in the wants of the children will hurry
up and get thelr books ready, as the children are
anxiously waliting, The Conference in the after-
noou i also well attended, and has of late been
very Interesting and profitable,

Yours ju the bouds of truth, W. L, 8.

Spirltnalism in Ohio.

I have just heen readlng some of the many good
things contained in the BANNER oF LiouT, and
have stopped a few moments to tell you how the
canae i8 prospering in this locality.

During my resldence in this place (T came here
Iast fall), we have had only one lecturer, Mra,
—— Btearns, of YVineland, N. J., who, by the way,
ia an excellent apeaker. 8he spokeo in the Conrt
House two Bundays, and gave, so far as I havo
been able to learn, universal satisfaction. The
meetings have been well attended, all thinga con-
sldered, and a commendable degree of interest
shown,

Thera aro quite a number in this viclnity who
nre bhelievers in the fact * that spirits out of the
body can and do hold intelligent communion with
thore in the body;* yot for fear of the unpopular-
ity it may cause, do not stand up like men and
women and own thelr belief—glving on all proper
occasions reasonsa * for the faith that is in them.”
Because one has had sufiiclent testimony to con-
vince him that such communton does exist, it does
not follow that he shonld intrude his opinlons
upon others, or render himself otherwise obnox-
fous; hut whena man, woman or child has formed
an honest opinfon upon a subfect—no matter what
that suhject may be—they havoe tho right to enter-
tain that opinfon, and upon proper occasions to
give their reasons therefor.

If we wara to compara notes and exchange
views with our neighhoras upon religions, political
and In fact any and all subjocts that chanced to
engage our attention,in a friendly and generous
aplrit, with only oneobject in view, namely, the
discoverv and ndvaucement of u-mln, liow much
better off the worl:i wonld be,

God never made two mon to look, act, talk,
apeak, write, and especially to think exactly alike;
hence the great variety of sects and helfofy, I
think James Ilussell Lowell beautifully expresses
the idea I wish to convey when he says:

* *Gnd senda his teachers unto every age,

To every cliine and every race of men,

With revelations sulted to thelr growth

And shape of mind, nor glves the reatin of truth
Unto the selfish rulo of ane sole race
Therefore, erery form of worship that hath
Swayed the Uly of man and given him to grasp
The aster-key of knowledge—REVEREN 1 —
Enfolds some germs of goodness and of right,**

No one Is wholly right or wholly wrong; but if
-all were true to thefr “Inner light,” and conld live
up to their ideal of the truth and the right, all
would be well, I nn trying to do this; but I con-
fors a8 yet with poor success, I shall keep try«
ing, however, trusting that the future wilr give
better results,

B8ome talk has been had relative to forming
some sort of an organization for husiness pur-
poses, and to try and ralse funds suflicient to have
speaking hiere at least once fn two weeks, and all
that now romains for us is to unite out means and
strength, and to pull steadily together, and wo
can accomplish the end desired, Thereare many
wlho are anxious to lsten to the truths of the New
(Il)lspeusntlon, and only awalt an opportunity to

0 8O,

- Friends, let us all guard well the * fnner light,”
aud shiow by our cvery day life that we beleve In
a religion which teaches all that 1s pure, holy and

can reduce such a bellef to acts and deeds, our suc-
cess I8 sure, our triumph certaln,
W. I, CrowELL.
Jeflerson, Ashtabula Co., Qhio,

Lyccum Convention.

" As the ball is aet in motlon,” let it continue to’
roll until something I8 done, * Come, let us rea-
son togother,” It acems that {t only needs the
unitad efforts of those who are engaged in the
Children’s Lycoum, and who are expected totake
an interest, to issue the call for a Lyceumn Con-
vention at an enrly date, It need not be deferred
till “ another year,” hecause " wo are young in,
the work,” This is one of the good reasons in
favor of the proposition and its fulfillinent. * Pro-.
crastination s the thiof of time.” Its object has:
alrendy beon presented by Bros, Carpenier, Car-
var and others. Aro {ou rendy for the guestion?
When and _whore shall it he? "I would suggest
with Bro. Carver, that it be in the earlx part of
October, and wounld add that it be in sowse loeality
that would sult all. Perhaps Woreastor wouldt
bo tho most central place.

Mns, M. A. BTEARNS,

Organization of n Spiriiuatlist Society
in Geneva, N, Y.

A fow of the Bpiritualista of this place came to-
gether In Unlon Hall, Aug. 254h, for the purposo
of organizing a soclety, Dr. W. R, Joscelyn was
called to the chair, and G, H, Grifog chosen Sec-
retary of the meeting. A declaration of princi-
ples as o basis was read and adopted, ater which
the following officers sere choson: W, H. Btigel-
maire, President; Thomas Dunn, Vice Prestdent;
R. B, Bonch, Treasurer; (i. H. Griffing, Secretary;
Mra. O, O, Grifiing, Asslstant Secrotary. .

The meeoting then chiose Dr, W. R. Joacelyn and
Iady and Dr. L. H. ¥owler ar delegates to attend
the National Convention, at Oloveland,

It was plsoresolved that.the proceodings of this
meeting be sent to the BANNER oF Lianut for

publication, G, H, GRIFFING, Sec'y.

good in the eyes of God and angels; and when we
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An Insane Man IHung.

The opinion appenrs to he galningground among
a class of the counnunity that Insanity onght nat
to be hereafler admitted an a plea in extenuation
of crime. Gov. Geary, of Pennaylvania, in rafun-
ing to pardon or even reprieve George W, Win.
nemore, has boldly placed himself among the ad-
vocates of this theory, The telegraph brought
word, the 29th of August, that Winnemore was
hung on that day—hung notwithatanding three
suporintendenta of jnsane asyluma-hiad applied to
the Governor, agking a reapite until the question
of the rrlaouer'u fnsanity could be more fully con-
sidered, .

The conviction must foree itaelf irresistibly upon
every peraan acquainted with the forms of mania
and wontal dissase, that Winnemore, if ha com-
mitted the act for which he has been hung, did it
in n atate of frenzy for whioh he was not worally
accountable, No motive for the act wasshown to
have existesl. Ho was a voung man of twenty-
two, Mra, Magilton, the vietim, an elderly married
womnn of upwanla of sixty, There was no sus-

clon of any wrong relations between the two.

he decensed treated Winnemore like a son, and
showed the deopest compansion fur him; trying
in every way, especinlly by mesmerism, to cure
diim of his terrible diseass, eptlepay, :

It waa sliown beyond all dispata, that from his
third year up to the very time of his trial, Winne-
nemore had been an epileptic; that he had been
kunown to have thirty fits in twenty-four houra;
that at these times he would suffer much from
]\nln in his forehiead, and would often try to blte

iix best triends,  Hisa mother and his sisters teati-
fled that e was insane.  Dr. Roberts testified as
to his insanity long before the homicide. It was
proved that he had heen discharged from the
army of the United States hecause of hin liability
to epileptic fits; that, in his sane moments, he
was a singalarly wild, kind-liearted, aympathetic
youth, and that his life had been free from brawls
*and actx of violeuce,

An attempt wns made by the prosecuting at-
tarney to show that Winnemore had robhed Mrs,
Magiiton of fonr dollars. The only evidence for
this was that four dollars of Unifted States cur-
rency were found jn his keta, and there was
some evidence that Mrs, Magilton had In hier pos-
sessfon four dollars of similarcurrency. Butthere
was no fdentitiention of the money, and it was
not shown that Winnemore was in want of mon-
ey, Noeaso of necessity was made out againat
Nhm. The altempt to invent a saue motive for
the homicido failed utterly,

The manner of the killing was like the work of
a maniac, Beven blows on the head with a ham-
mer, five of them penetrating to_the brain, and
each of the five enough to produce death,and
then the eantting of the throat from ear toear.
And all this, it is hypothecated, a sane man did
for the sake of pilfering four dollars! Adding to
the chances of his detection by a wholly super-
fluous cutting of the throat! Winnemore himself
first went for an officer of the law, and, though hie
Ll plenty of chances to escape before suspicion
was ronsed againat him, made no attempt to do
80, ITe was as freo from apparent consclonsness
of puilt as the chairs and ta ‘ea that were presont
during the assault.

When arrested and charged with tho crime, he
s raported to have satd,* 10 Tdid 16T was not
aware of it,” or words to that eftect; and on that
expression many persons base their belief of his
guilt. Bat what made it go harvdest with him
was the fact that he was an avowed out-and-ount
Spiritualist; not a speculative one merely, but
oue who, if wa may credit his own wild declara-
tions, way in daily, hourly, direct Intercourse with
legions of spivits,  Dislike of Spiritualism seemns
to have heen at the bottom of the motives which
led the jury to convict Winnewmoro of murder,
and the Governor to treat with contempt the ap-
peals of the wany experta in the treatment of
wental disease who besought him for a respite.

Here is 2 specimen of Winnemore's conversa-
tion after the murder:

*§ am a Spiritunlist and a medium, Mrs, Ma-
gllton was a medium, 8he was o maguetizer,
and often placed me in an unconscious atate. 8he
was also o good healing wedium,and I have been
cured of u great many complaints while in her
housa.  The influences that surrounded her were very
ancient onrs, She controlled me by the spirits
that controlled her. It looked as if there were
willions of them, One evening they came into
the room where we were, and commenced to talk.

She called them Arabs and Chinese, but they
did not louk like them, nor like any plctures of
mwen I hinve ever seen. They were dressed in
uniform like an army. They had a large white
band, about four lncﬁen wlile, tied around their
Deads to keep their bair back, They wore white
shirts and blue breechns, ‘They had at theirsides
large schinetars, They carried long apears in their
bhauds, Mrs, Magilton claimmed that she wasunder
the influence of these spirits, and when she did so
Isaw them,

She patuted pictures which she sald represent-
ed diseases of several kinds, I cannot express
the feelings T had on seeiug them, 1 feltas though
I conld get up and tear them all to pleces. As
soon as I looked at them I felt very strange and
wild. At times I would leave the house ‘on ac-
count of them. ‘The mere thought of them would
make me feel bad, If any person tried to hold
me, I wanted to fight. Once I was at a house
where I know there were some of the pictures.
There was o three-cornered stand, filled with lit-
tle relics, fn the roow, and I felt like kicking It to
pieces.”

In all this, the simplicity and freedom from
sll attempt to talk insancly must carry home to
every paychological student the conviction, which
strong internal evidence conveys, of Winuemoro’s
insanity.

Same ona asked him i€, since the reading of bis
death-warrant, he had any hard feelings toward
any one. * In his reply, from the utter absence of
all pretence and aflectation, the serenity of his
views of death, the fullness of his assurance of
apiritual comfort and aid, his language, had he
been sane, would deserve to be quated with that
of Bocrates while uuder the effect of the hemlock,
Winnewmora sald:

“J have had no unkind feetings toward any one,
Bince that time I have felt happler and more con-
dented than ever.in my life, lfllONO I loved on
this earth have come back to me and coutrolled
me very often. I have in iny cell been able to see
those I love around me. They did not weep or
Took discouraged, for they knew 1 would soon be
with them, Tbhey are waiting to waft me to my
mansion above. Lhave seen iy own howme, where
I will be fu a fow days, there to be in company
with those whom I luved on earth, and with some
I hever saw on earth, who have kept me and sur-
rounded e with their bright influences, While
I had no friends here at one time, T had plenty of
invisible ones—visible to me, but not to all, 1 do
not leave this world friendless,”

The counsel for Winnemore, Messrs. Warriner
and Kiigore, two cultivated gentlemen, in a most
earnest, cogent and learned appeal to the Govern-
or, declared it as thelr belief, as gentlemmen and
men of science, that \Vinnemore was insane. They

quoted frou the most recent and ewinent author--

ities on the subject of epilepsy and mental phe-
uvomena, (including Maundley's late work,) con-
clusive ficts, showing that the prisoner’s dlisease
was a full aud suflicient explanation and exten-
uation of tho act of frenzy proved against hilin.
But the appeals of counsel, of eminent physi-
clans, of numorous experts, nnd of thres super-
intendenta of inaane asylums, were all of no avail
in procuring for the prisoner even the briefest re-
aplte, He died proteating hig innoconce, and wani-
festing the sawmo coufldence {n spiritual realities
which he kad displayed so wonderfully from the

rat,

The facts of the case justify us in pronouncing
that on the part of the authorities who could thus
send a diseased lunatic to tho gallows, there-was
either the dennest, most dogged and willful Ignor-
ance of establishied ficts in wental pathology and
medical jurispradence, or elsa far more of the stuft’
out of which mnurderers are mnade than there ever
was in the conncious, responsible heart of George
‘Wignewmore.—Boston Evening Transcript, . -.

To all the Spiritualists in the Btate of
- " Qonmneoticut.
bﬁmin_q : The 8piritual Missionary Association
for the Biate of Connectiout, has commeéncedits
work by appolating my humble self their mnls-
slonary. I have been at work one month, and so

far as I am able to judge, the Misslon is & mue-

ceas,

I have presented its claims. All seém to feel that
it 1a the right move in the ﬂgbt’dlrelqﬂqn; “’,‘! ’

RETAYPITE, TRt A Ry SSE AR AR A A
B .

1t meets with favor among slmost all to’ whora

it s what 1ce need as a bond of union to draw and
bind us together. It is surely what the world
needs for enlightenment and deliverance from
the cruel {@kdage in which it has so long been
held.

In all the places in the State where there is a
family that can obtain o hall, or school-house, or
find room in their own dwelling for a meeting,
and can glve shelter and a plece of bread to the
misalonary, let them send at once their requests,
and I will arrange appointments, and as soon as
possible comply with them,

My Post-office address will be Hartford, Conn,,
carsof It. K. 8toddard, box 657,  A. T, Foss,

The Home-Lyon Suit—Phenomenal
Spiritualism, ete.

The following interesting letter, dated Parls,
August 0th, we copy from The N. Y. Nation of the
20th ult:

% The suit spoken of in my last a8 likely to be
brouglit against Mr, Home by Mrs, Lyon, for the
recovery of £60,000 given by her to the celebrated
‘medium, on his adoption by her, has com-
menced. But public curlosity is a good deal dis-
appointed by the fact that it is in the Conurt of
Chancery that this curious affair will be investi-
gated and judged; for the proceedings of that
court are conducwt'l exclusively by writing, all
the evidence being submitted in the form_ of afi-
davita—no pleading, no questioning and cross-
questioning of witnesses ever taking place in the
prosecution of the suita submitted to ita decision,
Written evidence in support of the reality of the
'phenomena’ which are declared to have occurred
in the course of the adoption and dotation of Mr.
Homo by Mrs. Lyon ia understood to be pouring
in upon the learned ofticers of the high court in
(juestion, and one can well imagine the amaza-
ment and embarrassment of those big-wigged and
dgntfied functionaries at finding themselves thus
called upon to decide whether chairs and tables
did really move about a room and rise into the
air without any one's touching them, and _wheth-
erthe spirit of the lady’s decenxed husband was, or
was not, hy communications transmitted through
the tables and otherwise, her role prompter and
counselor in the adoption, whose effects she now
soeks to undo. One can also understand how
greatly their sense of the heterodox character of
such a suit must be intensified biy finding that
Mra. Lyon, so far from disputing the. fact of the
alleged communications from the other world,
fully admits their reality, but affirms that they
were produced not by the spirit of her husband,
but by the ngency of evil and lying spirits, su-
borned by the great medinm to further his private

ends.

Whilethe much-disputed claimaof modern 8pir-
{tualism are thus being brought so prominently
before the English public, an analogous senzation
of surprise has been created on this side of the
Channel by the nprenmnce of a pamphlet en-
titled * An'Enquiry into thé Causes of Atheism,
by a Cathoiie, nm{dedlcnted to the Archhisliop
of Paris, in reply to a recent homily put forth in
regard to the decline of faith among the French
people hy that prince of the Gallic_ Church. The
pamphlet in question, published by Dentu,
crammed with theologic lore, and known to be
written by Madame Petit—an iutimate personal
friend and correspondent of the present Pope,
and one of the most fervent Catholics in exist-
ence--assures the archbishop that the cause of
tha decadence he deplores is to be found in the
fallure in the Churceh of Romie to keep pace with
the progress of humanity, and the provocationx
to incredulity resulting, first, from her fatal rigid-
ity jn aintafning *the bondage of the letter
that killeth’; secondly, by delaying to undertake
the new translation of the 8acred Canon, imperi-
ously needed to purge ita books of evident and
admitted errors; and thirdly, her refusal to ac-
knowledge and direct the unfolding of the inti-
mate relations existing between the waterial and
spiritual apheres, which the author declares to be
now taking place in the order of Providence, and
to be the great fact of the present age. The con-
sternation produced by the appearance of the
Rmupmet in question will be readily understood,

{adame Petit has long been looked up to ng the
very incarnation of Catholic orthodoxy and per-
sonal excellence, aud the fact of her intimate
frlendship with the Pope—who iasaid to have no
other lady correspondent—has surrounded her
with a linlo of sanctity and venerability In the
eyes of the Faubourg 8t. Germain and the Catho-
lic party in general, all of whom are aghast at
the spectacle of such doctrines emanating from
such a quarter, and are inquiring of Heaven and
of one another,* What are we coming to?"

Your correapcndent’a goose-quill having wane
dered so near the frontiers of the unseen, would
fain, before returning to the beaten track of mun-
dane beings, make over to your readers one of
those incidents which most ‘\eople liko to hear of,
oven if only to laugh at them afterwards, and
which lins the doulile merit of having come to me
very nearly ‘at first hand,’ and of offering cer-
tain peculiarities not always met with in ‘ghost
stories.’ :

My friend, Colonel 8ir Willilam D—,an officer
in the British army, having seen much service in
varioua parta of the warld, has been fur some
tine past residing fn Paris with bis family, ¢on-
sisting of his wife, two rons, and a highly accom-
I)lluhed and charming daughter, From 8ir Wil-
inm and his daughter I have the following story,
which I give—changing only the names rnd ju-
itials of the partles—exactly as tlhey told it to me
a few evenings ago:

The eldest son, when pursuing his stndies, a
very few years rince, at the Military College of
Sandhurst, near London, was on intimate terms
with another of tho cadets, whom we will call
Hartly. Young Hartly was a geuneral favorite in
the college, n promising, active {ounn fellow, fond
of the aports usually plnyed by young men in
England, and especially nddicted to cricket. One
Saturday afternoon, young Hartly having heen
absent for some time from the college an n visit
to bis parentsin London, the puplis all turned
out for a game of cricket, It was a fine sunny
afternoon; the cricket-ground was full of anima-
tion, and the game was going on merrily., Pres-
entlr. to the surprise and satisfaction of all the
puplls, young Hartly was seen to enter the ground,
dréssed as nsual, and looking in all respects ex-
actly ltke his usunl self, He went up to the
ushers and shook hands with them, and witha
number of the pupils, All- present appear to
have seen liim perfectly, nnd to have felt pleased
at neeing him come back. Presently le threw
limself on the ground, took a cigar from lis
pocket, Hghted it, and began to smoke, watchin
the gatne, meanwhile, with his usual interest, nn
every now and then commenting npon its pro-
gress, criticlsing this stroke, applaunding that, and
seeming as intent on the game as any of the
players. At length he suddenly drew out lis
watch, and sta to his feot, exclaiming, ‘[ am
wanted in London at four o’clock, and I must he
off at once, for I have bnt just thine to catch the
train,’ and rushed from the ground in the direction
of the railway atation, Much surprised a%so sud-
den a departure, several of the pupils took out
thelr watches and discussed his chances of belng
in London by four,.o'clock, as it then wanted but
a few minutes of that hour,

Next day brought to the astonished inmates of
the colloge the news of young Hartly's death,
which had occurred the preceding day at his
father's houss, exactly at four co'clock. Ha had
fallen 111 daring his visit home, and, as was after-
wards ascertained, had not once left his bed from
the time of his falling §il. It was also ascertained
that during the whole of that Iast day, through
which he lay In a sort of qulet atupor, his mother
had never left his bedside. ‘' We'vo seena rea
apparition for oncein our lives!' was the shud-

wardness of such an admission, and the Imposst-
bility ofolunlryln{; or explaining so inconvenient
a fact as the viaiblo and tangible presence of thelr
comrade on the cricket-ground while he was
really dying in his bed in
ous not to-prodace a certain reaction; and so it
came to pass that, in course of tine, the cadots
gave uptheidea of‘mvlng ‘seen an lpguﬂtlon,' and
settled down on the more convenient hypothesis of
an ‘hallucination, A few of the nnmber, how-
evér, of whom: fonng D~ {s one, persist firmly
in thelr first beljef in mﬁard .to this ‘remarkable
fpcident, and stoutly declare’ that thidy did see,
"tonoh, and bear the perfect image of thelr friend

‘though utterly unahle to explain the uhtare of
suth an appearance.” o o
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dering adimisston of the cadets when the news of |
-} Hartly's decease reached them. But the awk-

ndon, were too obvi- |
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The Argument of Ridicule,

It appears ag if tho encmies of Spiritualism
owed it asettled grudge which they feel no dispo-
sition to pay to auy of the creeds to which they
profess themselves equally infidel. The real
rengon {8, no doubt, that the creeds are still
masters of the social machinery, and 8piritualism
is not; and so long as thnt continues to bo the
case, the men and presses that work for gain and
place will fall to with all conceivable rancor to
degrade in popular regard the religion which {s
not yet the rule of the social system, Change the
circumstance, and we should instantly find these
deliberate llbelers on onr own side, Let us not
ceaso to be gratoful that they are just where they
are; and may they never come over until they
come from conviction and with a fixed faith,

When the secular press of the day makes such
a boast of its intelligence, we stop to think of the
way it deals with Spiritualists aud thelr bellef.
When it plumes ftself upon its Hberality, we can-
not help regarding the rancorous spirit with which
it visits every act, profession, and public assem-
blage of those who put their faith in the reality
of spirit intercommunion, Ridicule is all the
argument they Lave; long since driven from the
ground they took with open argument, based on
incontrovertible facts, they shoot these Parthian
arrows at our advancing hosts in their own re-
treat, and positively proclaim themselves defuat-
ed by the style of weapons they are driven to
employ. It is much like the confessing of defeat
which an army would make in battle, if, instead
of laveling and firlng its long lines of deadly
musketry, it should club them and make ready
to cover their retreating footsteps.

Thia practice, now ahout the only one followed |

toward Spiritualism by a subsidized press, we
do not allude -to in a spirit of anger. Furthest
possible from that. Although we still insist, as
we always have done, that the practice ftself is

an abominable one, it is nevertheless welcome

enough ou account of its significancy. It says,as
plaiuly a8 anything can say, that the armory of
argument is clean exhausted, that nothing re-
mains there to be drawn away, and that all that
the enemies of our Religion can do is to fall ba-k
on the bald resources of ridicule and slang, This
they alternate with cant, in order to give it an air
of reapectability and veracity, It is all hypocrisy,
therefore, the slang not less than the cant, .

We cannot readily belleve that those who pro-
fess a creed of their own are genuine believers in
the spirit or terms of tho same, unless they pay
respect to those who differ from them. More espe-
clally are we prepared to discredit them, when,
after piling up penalties mountain high against
such as dare to speak scoffingly of their falth,
they turn and scoff, themselves at those who be-
lieve in the closer relationship of the earth and
heaven, It is nothing to know why they should
not rather be rejoicéd that the heavens were in-
deed opened to man; but it is everything to dis-
cover that their creed has no spark or seed or
religion in it. It does not make them gentle and
tolerant; it falls to show them patterns fit to be
copied; else they would certainly fall to and make
coples; it works not in or upon their hearts; and
it hardens and overlays nnd deadens with a satls-
fled conceit. That is no religion, and never can
be. Itis worldliness of the worat sort, because of
the meanest. If the creéds have nothing better
than this to give, the people need be in no fear of
committing an error in calling for thelr early
demolition. :

N

Francoe and Ausiria.

It is not yet known what Napoleon and Francis
Joseph mean by their recent conference at Salz-
burg, and the Prussian Minister is apparently
dissatisfled with the meeting. One report is, that
the Emperors met to consider what was to be
done about the Mexican loan, of which the Eu-
ropean creditors are becoming clamorous; another
declares their purpose to be as much to reach a
Joint understanding on the Eastern Question as
anything. And a third rumor {s, that they in-
tend to put up the four States of South Germany
to opposing Prussin’s project of incorporation,
and to stand out firmly for the maintenance of
their own independence, Itisafactthatthe South
German matter is more available than perhaps
any other for a pretext for a quarrel.. Prussia
being determived to appropriate every individual
German Btate to herself, and thus establish a
consolidated Empire, in place of the mere King-
dotn she was. Austria would naturally feel anew
the Indignities from which she suffered last year,
and would be glad to find an ally in s0 powerful
a nation a8 France ngainst Prussia,

That some sort of an allinnce has been con-
cluded between them seems pretty much ad-
mitted on all sides. - But to what end it is not so
plain, Austrin cannot desire war 86 soon again
with Prassia; and Napoleon,in his recent speeches
on his return home, declares emphatically that
he is for peaco and business. prosperity, although
he goes on strengthening and drilling and perfect~
fug both army and navy., Possibly, If not proba-.
bly, tho understanding between France and Aus-
trin is something like this: If France will back
Auatria in tho sure dismembermoent of Turkey, so
that Austria may extend herself in the sonth and
enst, inatead of suffuring continued encroachments-
from Russla, then Austria isto lend her moral
and physical ald to support Fraucé' In'any ex-
pected trouble with Prussia, Thus’ the, alllance
would be n the nature of -a trade; what one did
in one direction, the other would balance by dofug
in return in another, Russia i becoming impa-

1| tlent to know tho sequel. And Prussia, through

the Berlin journals, is growing tart and bold
toward France, evidently seeking to provoke the
trouble thatis almost certain to-come. Matters
in Europe will not be gniet till Francé and Prus-
sia have made a trlal of thelr strength, '

Our Book List, =
Those who desire to replenish thelr libraries,
are referred to the list of valuable publications
ou our seventh page, All books ii'this st will

be promptly malled to any.address, from . our |

Office in Boston, or our. Brauch: Office in New
York, upon recelpt of price, Al otlier books pub.
lisbed In this country may ;l_iqpoyﬂp'm! thirongh
us, at the very lowest market prices., Y
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Reov. Rowland Connor.

This gentleman, who was thrust out of his pul-
pit by the pew-owners (not the congregation) of
the 8chool-atreet Universalist Church, has organ-
ized a new 8oclety of Universalists, many of them
.going off from Dr. Miner's Church, and opened
Mechanics’ Institute for holding public SBunday ser-
vices, His first discourse to his congregation
nnder the new organization was preached on the
18t day of September, and its theme was “The
Religlon of To-Day.” He had previously accept-
ed the invitation of his people to become their
pastor, and formally subscribed his faith in their
approved Universaliat form of bellef. His text
was taken from the Epistle of James: * Pure re-
liglon and undefiled before God And the Father 1s
this—to visit the fatherless and the widow in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world” After stating as preliminary that the
breath of God had been breathed into every living
soul, and that all humanity is in its own way de-
vout, he passed to the comprehensive remark that
there is perceptible progress in religious fdeas, for
which new forms and modes of expression are
demanded. :

Mind never ceases to grow and expand; and
the religion of the past time 1s therefore not like
the religion of the present. The distinctive re-
liglons of the world are just beginning to make
one another’s acquaintance, The world is rous-
ing up with a curlosity to know the history and
significance of them all, as well as their relation-
ship. Nations are reachipg out theirhands one to
the other, The old and traditional ideas and con-
ceptionsare breakingup. Theopinions of menare
boiling and bubdbling as in a cauldron, and an un-
natural excitement is for some time to be looked
for in consequence. But finally, these discords
and inharmonies will bb reconciled, and the whole
world will keep step to the tune it is marching by.
Can any existing religlon withstand this conten-
tious excitement? It is essential that we should
stop and look to see where our ark of faith is
likely to rest. Our Father's tabernacle has been
lifted up. Men do not now read Calviu and Ed-
wards, Hopkinson and Wesley; but Colenso and
Renan, Spencer, Mill and Emerson, Science is
undermining old theology. Our theologiesareev-
idently to be reconstructed. The foundation of
all of them was to be—MAN. 'We are not to be-
leve in pope, creed, or church; nor to belleve
first in anything but Man, That faith includes
and involves all the rest,

Legal Murder in Philadelphia.

. In another column the reader will find an arti.
cle from the Boston Transcript on the hanging
of George Winnemore, the Philadelphia murder-
er, which will repay a careful perusal, It consid-
era the suhject of lunacy, or obsession by evil
spirits, as was clearly the tronble with the
wretched man who paid the forfeit of his life for
his great crime, from a slle not commonly re-
garded. We do not propose to indulge in any
comments of our own on this matter at present,
but fntend to return to the subject another time.
The remarks, or suggestions rather, which are all
that we shall permit expression to now, are in
brief that there i3 a law that governs in this
thing, the disobedience of which by ignorance has
long entailed an amount of suffering from which
the world may readily free itself. By understand-
ing tbat law, there need be no such lunatics as
Winnemore, no horrible murders such as he com-
mitted, no hanging scenes to be multiplied upon
one another because their lesson is as Ineffective
now as years ago, and no more procreation of
murderers and murder-cherishing natures, It is
that great Law to which we would revert at
another time, : .

Death of Mrs. E. A. Bliss.

A private letter to a gentleman in this city an-
nounces the death on board the steamboat Mon-
tann of this estimable lady, while on her voyage
to California and shortly after leaving Panama,
The object of the journey was the recovery of her
health, which has been very much impaired for
several years, together with the hope of being
useful in spreading the glad tidings of Spiritualism
fn the golden land. But she has wade the long
voyage, passed through the “golden gate,” and
found the haven of rest. All who have listened
to the practical truths enunciated with such fear-
lessness and sincerity from her lips, while the
body seemed hardly strong enough to serve the
spirit’s uses, will rejolce with her in the rest which
she has attained, aud the greater freedom upon
which she has entered. Her body was consigned
to the ocean at sundet on the 27th day of July.

Spiritualist Grove Mecetings, Picnics,
Convcntions, ctc.

The present summer has been prolific of Spirit-
ualist Conventions, Grove Meetings, Picnlcs, ete.,
{n varlous portions of the country. This is 4 sure
indice that the Spiritual Philosophy of the nine-
teenth century is rapidly gaining proselytes., At
these gatherings men and women of talent and
energy lecture to the muititudes that attend; who,
in turn, scatter the gems of Love, Wisdom and
Trath they have Hatened to and drank in from in-
gpired lips, among those less fortunate than them-
selves, Thus the good seed is belng sown, which
{n due time will yleld an nbundant harveat,

Cy The Grent Organ.

The Management of the Music Hall 8piritual
Sunday afternoon meetings have succeeded in
obtalning the use of the Great Organ, which will
be played half an hour preceding each lecture by
the distinguished organist, W. Eugene Thayer,
whose sérvices have been secured for the season,

Bpiritualists and others desirous of attending
these meetings, which commence Oct. 6th, with
a lecture by Judge Edmonds, are notifled that sea-
son tickets (price §4) can be had at This Office,

. Oharacteristic.

Weunndersiand that the Congregationallst newa-
paper, has of Iate published an article, in which
the writer, " a devout and humble follower of the
meck and lowly Jesus,” endeavored to hold up to
ridicule the proceedings of the late Spiritualist
Conventlon In this city. The intolerance of bigot-
ry I8 proverbinl, and our Orthodox frlends eclipse
all other creedists in their opposition to the In-
coming soul-inspiring truths of Spiritualism, . -

' o Caution.. S
Thero ave numbera of people in our midst, both
malo and femdle, tliat advertise in the daily pa-
pers as " healing medlums,” * gpiritual clairvoy-
ants,” eto., who are not and never were Bpiritual-
Ista, Bplritualists should be on thelr guaid, und
not be decelved by such pretenders, whoss only
and solo alm' is to make money out of the nnwary.
There. are plenty of good and -true clairvoyanta.
Boware of tho spurions onea,’ !

B9 We have been. obliged 1o omit our New
‘York Department -the present week, fn cohne-

i

quence’ of the great- press-of ‘othér’ mattér upon
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FOURTH NATIONAY, CONVENTION
OF SPIRTTUALISTS,

This Convention assembled in compliance with
the call, at Oleveland, Obio, in Brainard's Hall,
on Tunesday, SBeptember 34, at 10 o'clock A. 21,

Newman Weeks, of Vermont, President 'of the
Third National Conventlon, called the Assembly
to order, After the usual preliminary business
was transacted, J. M. Peebles offored a resolution
in commemoration of the Iate venerable Jomxn
PIErPONT, President of the Second National
Convention' of BSpiritualists. He made & very
fitting apeech on tho occasion, and was followed
by J. M. 8pear, H, O. Wright, E. V. Wilson, Dr,

and to the point. Mr. W, R. Jocelyn, entranced,
then gave a brief poetlc address, purporting to
come from the spirit of Pierpont.

The Convention then took a recess till 3 . M,,
to < ‘ve the committee time to make up their re-
ports, o :

In the afternoon, Henry G, Wright spoke upon
the need of a definite statement of the issues
made between Christianity and Spiritualism,
claiming that Spiritualism was essentially a plan
of salvation, more in accordance with reason and
nature than any hitherto.offored the world, No
man, he sald, could be a true Spiritualist while
following immoral practices or indulging in un-
natural habits,

The Committee on Credentials here made & par-
tial report. The Committes on Permanent Or-
ganization reported ISAAC REHN, of Philadelphia,
for President; H, T. Child for Secretary, and L.
K. Joslin, of Providence, for Treasurer, 'The re-
port was-accepted and adopted.

Mr. Weeks introduced the nowly elected Presi-
dent, who, with a few exceedingly happy and con-
cise sentences, took the Chair.

8.J. Finney moved a vote of thanks to Newman
Weeks, Chairman of the Third National Conven-
tion, which was seconded and heartily cgrried.
Mr, Weeks rotired after