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Man, first emerged in evolution on:

the sacred soil of India. This is a
very high claim, and it will be
contested very strongly by other
anthropologists, standing for other
places in the world as being the
birthplace of man. Here I put be-
fore you the authoritative testimony
of some scientists. According to the
geologist Barell man and the Him-
alayas arosé simultaneously over a
million years ago. This is explained
further thus by Sir Arthur Smith
Woodward :—

** As the land arose, the tempera-
ture would be lowered and some of
the apes, the ancestors of man who
had previously lived in warm forests
would be trapped to the north of the
raised area. As the forests shrank,
and gave place to plains, the ances-
tors of man had to face living on the
ground. If they had remained
arboreal or semi-arboreal, like the
apes, there might never have been
man, !

The idea is that the forests died
away in the lowered temperature.
Therefore the apes could not have
recourse to the trees. They had to
face living on the plains.

* According to the distinguished
palzontologist, Professor Lull, we
have to go to ** the region north and
south of the Himalayas to find
peoples whose facial characteristics
best resemble the Cro-Magnon man,
while their stature and bodily build
are displayed by the Sikhs.” The
latest opinion on the subject is that
homo sapiens probably emerged in

the region of the Himalayas. That
is in regard to the first topic I have
just raised. So India can claim to
be the birthplace of Man. It pro-
duced, if not the first man, at least
early man, and that, millions of
years ago.

Now, the next topic to which this
first topic leads is this: India as the
cradle land of civilization, India
can easily claim to be the birthplace
of civilization itself. This is also a
very vexed topic, full of controver-
sies, but I shall put before you one
or two very fundamental facts upon
which opinion is not divided. The
origin of civilization is to be sought
in the origin of food that sustains
civilization. 1 think it is hardly
necessary to argue this point. Now,
wheat is the basis of European civil-
ization, because it has adopted this
food. A group of scientists led by the
distinguished Russian plant-genetic-
ist, Professor Vavilov—whose recent
death is a great loss to scientif-
ic learning—have discovered that
wheat was first cultivated somewhere
in the highlands of Afghanistan,
somewhere near the Panjab. Meso-
potamia is the place where another -
kind of wheat was produced first in
the world, but it was wheat of an
inferior quality which spread to
Egypt and built up the civilization
of Egypt. The particular kind of
wheat that is used in Europe, called
bread wheat, was first cultivated in
India, and therefore it stands to
reason that you must be prepared
to admit that India has given to

! Thomas and Geddes' Outline of Geneval Biology, Vol. 11, p, 1164,
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mankind this very important food.
Recent archzological discoveries
in the Indus Valley have brought to
light the Indus civilization, which is
now admitted to be the earliest in
the world. The Egyptian civiliza-
tion was hitherto taken to be the
earliest but now it has been accepted
that the Indus civilization is the
earltest in the world and, what is
most strange, among the antiquities
unearthed by excavation in the im-
portant city of Mohenjo-daro, parti-
cles of wheat have been discovered,
and subjected to investigation. It
has been found that this wheat is the
ancestor of the wheat which is eaten
today in the Panjab. Now, as to the
Indus civilization I shall give you
certain conclusive statements by
competent archzologists. As you
know, the Indus civilization is not an
isolated phenomenon, because many
sites have been discovered which
reveal the same characteristics, and
which show the high antiquity of
these cultures, Among the proofs of
these early cultures, we may refer to
numerous examples of painted pot-
tery discovered. There are found
relics of this Chalcolithic civilization
both in the west of the Indus Valley
and in Sind. About twenty cities
have been discovered as the sites of
the ancient Chalcolithic civilization.

We have to follow a certain
sequence of cultures, First, there is
man’s early civilization, described as
the Palxolithic, followed by the
Neolithic, and the third is the
Chalcolithic, where you have stone
combined with the use of copper,

but there was no iron yet. [t seems
that this early civilization had its
expression in the Indus Valley. It
may have spread into other sites in
India, of which the remains are yet
to be excavated. For instance, at
Buxar, Dr. A. Sastry, the learned
Sanskrit professor who carried out
certain archaological excavations,
found early terra-cottas at a depth
of fifty feet. Thus, bedides Palao-
lithic culture, there is evidence of a
succeeding culture which establishes
India’s position as a pioneer of
civilization. It has now been rec-
ognized that the origins of civiliza-
tion should be sought out not merely
in the Valleys of the Nile,” the
Euphrates or the Tigris, but also in
the Valleys of the Indus, the Jumna
and the Ganges. Sir John Marshall,
who worked very hard on the antig-
uities unearthed in Sind, has pro-
duced three tomes fully describing
the excavations, and the inferences
to be drawn from them. He states
that the Indus civilization was an
independent growth, the product of
the Indian seil.

Here, in a nutshell, I will give you
an idea of the countribution of India
to human civilizatiori, on the basis
of the Indus Valley remains. The
Indus people were the first builders
of an urban civilization, of which I
showed some slides at the Central
College, Bangalore. They were the
first in town-planning, in archi-
tecture, in stone and brick, the first
in sanitary engineering and drainage
works, including bath-houses, the
first to spin and weave in both cotton
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It is rather wonderful that the
very last prayer of the Rig Veda is
addressed to a Deity called by the
abstract name Samajnana which in
English would mean * the collective
national consciousness of an entire
people, ” the political consciousness
which is spread evenly among all the
classes making up the population.
This Deity may be called the Deity of
Democracy. At every public meet-
ing I should think that no better
prayer could be offered at the begin-
ning of its proceedings than this
great prayer to be found in the Rig
Veda. What are the terms of this
prayer? I shall speak to you in the
exact words of the Rig Veda, First
of all in the first verse of the prayer,
it exhoris people to attend, to make
it a duty toattend all meetings of the

National Assembly : { Samgachchha-
“ Come ye all and attend

dhvam ).
your nafional parliament ! Then,
when you are assembled, how should
you behave ? Please don’t try to
parade your wisdom by giving ex-
pression to your individual opinion.
On the contrary, what you are
recommended to doisthis: Al will
try to speak with one voice on the
great national problems which you
are called upoen to solve. Let India
always speak with one voice upon
the many problems that confront
her, for if you are unable to achieve
unanimity, you will make little pro-
gress in democracy. I translate this
prayer thus: * Know ye all your
minds "'—( these are the preliminary
qualifications which members of the
Assembly are asked to cultivate

before exercising their function in
national assemblies }—** Know ye all
your minds so as to have one mind.”
That is, you must first of all ex-
change and discuss your views before
you go to the meeting. It isa very
whoelesome democratic procedure.
The national parliament should not
waste its time upon mere verbal
warfare, but come to a settlement
beforehand : * Know ye all your
minds, " all of you together, and if
you go to any meeting you shall do
50 with a common mind. Act ye
like the Gods who in the days of
yore co-operated with one mind.
That is, the Gods themselves are
always acting together so that unity
and unity alone may grow. The
prayer continues :—

May you have a common national
policy, a common assembly, not divided
by parties and.schisms, a common
mind,’a comtmeon heart, so that you may
bring to the deliberations of the assem-
bly a purified heart, as the Leart of the
nation.

Now a common national policy
is required because it is for the equal
good of all, on which there cannot
be any difference of opinion. Similar-
ly, in the national assembly all
members will have equal rights and
liberties, It is the common assembly
of the whole people, and in a
communal body there should be a
sense of equality and fraternity in
the minds of all, so as to produce
unity of views, and one mind out of
many minds. Thus when you cor:ne
to attend a national gathering, you
come to cultivate the national mind.









THE SOIL AS SOURCE OF LIFE

[ The plea made here by Mr, George Godwin, the English novelist and
essayist, for the right treatment of the soil is of immense and immediate import-
ance. The dependence of organic life upon the soil is very real and failure to
respect the unity of nature, the natural relationship between hill and plain, and
the ignoring of the indispensability of wooded hills and sod for water conserva-
tion and for flood prevention have wrought havoc. In many places, as in the
Punjab, deforestation on a large scale has resulted in soil erosion, the progres-
sive spread of gullies through once {ertile land, the lowering of the water level
in the plains and the carrying off of the precious top-soil in disastrous floods.
That the process can be checked and the damaged lands restored has been
spectacularly demonstrated in the U.5. A, by the Tennessee Valley Authority,
to which Mr. Godwin refers, and which, if it is too little known in England, is
even less well known in India. It had, as one feature of its programme of phys-
ical and cconomic rehabilitation of a vast region, the protection of eroded banks
on acres by the scores of thousands, by matting and sleping, seeding and sodding.

We would not say that “*man began as a pygmy,’ as Mr. Godwin
suggests, but that the race, like its every member, began in the chitdhood stage,
protected and guided by its Elders. Man learned the cultivation of the soil,
along with other arts, from the Great Agriculturists of former cycles, Mr.
Godwin’s emphasis upon the importance of agriculture is timely for India, an
agricultural country for millennia but now obsessed with large-scale industrialisa-
tion—when the highly industrialised Western nations are turning back to the
soil. Tf the raising of production to a higher level is important for the British
Isles, how vastly more important is it for India, with her impoverished millions !

The intimate relation which subsists between man and nature is implicit
in Mr. Godwin’s article. Recognising that relationship and the delicate natural
balance between the kingdoms, which makes imperative the preservation of
soil fertility, there is hape that modern man will cease to exploit the soil and,
instead of robbing it, will protect it and further insure the restoration, in the
form of natural fertiliser, of the elements taken from it by the crops npon which
both animal and human life depend, —ED. ]

In the Greek legend, Antzus, son
of Poseidon, remained invincible
against Hercules so long as his feet
temained on earth, Only when
Hercules, seeing this, lifted the giant,
was Antzus undone. This ancient
legend, as many another, may serve
as parable to mankind today, since

it enshrines an eternal truth, namely,
that man cannot survive save as the
true child of Earth.

It has taken two World Wars and
the ensuing wide-spread want to
bring this eternal truth into proper
perspective. Hunger is a stern
teacher. As never before, perhaps,
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we are conscious of an existence
lived precariously in a hostile, life-
less Universe within a narrow tem-
perature band between two extremes
of heat and cold, either of which,
above or below our thermal limits,
involves us in extinction,

Millions now ponder the problem
of food who in the days of plenty,
or enough, never gave the products
of the soil a second thought, and
food was something bought in shops.
We are beginning, perhaps, to
glimpse behind the kaleidoscope
pattern of the post-war world those
eternal simplicities into which the
intricate pattern of our life on earth
is finally resolved.

After all, the basic physical needs
of man can be stated in a single
sentence : he needs air, water, food
and shelter. That is all,

And if all men had a sufficiency
of these goods, much of the physical
misery and evil of our time would
disappear, along with the increas-
ingly obsessional nature of our fears
for tomorrow. In relation to his
environment, then, man’s problem
is that of the successful manipula-
tion of the material means of living.

The great central fact is that man
is rooted in the earth, and from the
soil alone puts forth the branches
and leaves of his intellectual, artistic
and spiritual life. He began as a
pygmy, he ends as a giant, powerful
as Anteus, and equally vulnerable.
Yet what shall it profit us to fly
faster than sound if we squander the
source of all life beneath our feet ?

It follows, then, that no political

or economic system, no ideology, no
way of life, can endure that does not
put first the preservation of the soil
of the earth. That is why the rise
and fall of empires is basically the
record and history of the rise and fall
of agricultural systems ; that is, of soil
and crop management,

What is the over-all world soil
picture today ?

Let us congider it in terms of
geological time, that is, of temporal
spans that witness the rise and ex-
tinction of species, the emergence
and disappearance of great land
masses. The geologist tells us that
in terms of his time man will, before
long, be without sufficient soil to
maintain his species on earth,

On the long view, then, the preser-
valion of the soil of the earih is the
grealest problem thal faces a species ai
present much preoccupied with attain-
ing air speeds fasler than sound, and
the production of bigger and betler
atomic bombs. It is strange indeed
that there has never been among the
nations of the world concerted action
and unificd policy to protect and
administer, as the trustees of the
species, the common heritage of
the soil.

On the contrary, the soil of the
earth’s surface has been squander-
ed ; is being squandered; and at a
rate that causes consternation among
those who appreciate the significance
of the facts. We are apt to forget
that the Sahara once grew sufficient
food te put bread on every Roman
table; that where barren wastes,
such as that of the Dalmatian coast,
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limited the utility of vast areas of
land and will in the future, unless
checked, constitute the greatest
physical danger to the world’s food
production. '’ Since that was written
there has been a chorus of warnings;
and, on the constructive side, the
marvellous achievements in the res-
toration of erosion-denuded lands of
the Tennessee Valley Authority,
whose work is far too little known in
England.

What, then, is the estimated world
soil capital ? The earth’s total surface
is 197,050,000 square miles. About
a quarter of this is land. Food-
bearing land is about one-tenth of
the total land surface, the other nine-
tenths being barren—mountains,
rocks, deserts and swamps. This
fertile fraction of the earth's surface
supports all plant and animal life.
It is unevenly distributed over the
earth’s surface, nor is it shared by
the human family, as a whole, ac-
cording to the logic of man’s needs.
On the contrary, the disparities are
great.

Because there exists no world soil
survey, we do not know the capacity
of the fertile fraction of the earth’s
surface. Such knowledge would be
of immense value, since it would en-
able us to equate world agriculture
to world foocd requirements. We
have gone some way towards sharing
equably what we have, but we still
do not know how much we might
have from a world yielding crops
under optimum conditions,

A soil survey is a different thing
from a field survey such as that

recently completed under the direc-
tion of Professor Dudley Stamp, one
of the most, if not the most, remark-
able surveys of the kind ever made,
and one, it is of interest to note, that
accomplished a tremendous labour
without Government help.

Sir Daniel Hall estimated that the
land of the British Isles is capable of
much greater production than is at
present obtained, and that, too, at a
cost profitable to the countryside as
a whole. The late Sir Aibert Howard
told the present writer that he
believed the British Isles could be
made self-supporting if all fertile
and potentially fertile Jand was
brought under cultivation. Sir John
Russell, equally eminent in the same
field, to whom the writer put the
same question, answered it in the
contrary sense. Others believe that
we could be self-supporting, but that
self-support would involve a change
of national diet in the direction of
monotony,

The point here is that all must be
done by appreximations lacking
precise knowledge, though through
the centuries local knowledge of soils
has accumulated until it has become
sufficient for practical needs.

Are we now growing in the British
Isles all the food we might grow on
our fertile and potentially fertile
land ? It is only necessary to take
a walk through the countryside ora
car or train journey to know the
answer. Many acres of once fertile
land have been permitted to go out
of cultivation and, in some cases, to
revert to wilderness ; much potential-
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ly fertile land lies neglected. The
present writer recalls spending a
summer afternoon walking over land
fronting on the London-Winchester
road where formerly there had been
five fine farms. The whole had been
permitted to fall into ruin. Hedges
had marched out into fields formerly
growing wheat ; the handsome farm
houses were in the occupation of
squatters, . their out-buildings in
ruins, their woodwork removed for
firewood. Whole villages in Wiit-
shire, to name one county, have
declined and vanished in this way.

This is one smali, local facet of
agricultural conditions of the world
today. Where it is not a matter of
negiect, as here, it is malpractice
that results in erosion, in those awe-
inspiring dust-storms that Hft whole
farms and blow them away, in the
denudation of forest lands and con-
sequent destruction of the forest
floor by the action of rain.

Today, the world’s agriculture is
made up of isolated and unorganized
or only regionally organized agricult-
ural units, growers of crops, breeders
of cattle, who are without any means
for measuring world demands for a
given food at a given time. It
follows that the individual grower
of food cannot relate his crop, within
the limits of his soil, to local or world
demands. This is a limitation in-
herent in a world still at the earliest
stages of the planning of a global
agricultural economy. In the past
this has resulted in gluts of staple
foods and in shortages of them.
Here we see clearly the urgent need

for a world food bank as foreshadow-
ed by the pioneer labours, scarcely
adequately recognized, of Sir John
Boyd Orr.

One example of the consequences
of the present absence of an efficient
world plan for food production, co-
ordinated on international lines, may
be given. Between 1926 and 1934
far more wheat was grown than could
be consumed. About the same time
the ever-production of cofice was
such that the bean was used as a
fuei. There were diagnosabie causes
for those senseiess dislocations, but
little justification for them. They
proceeded from economic isela-
tionism, from numerous localized and
unrelated policies based on a number
of unrelated considerations,

What has been said has reference
to the soil, to that association of in-
organic and organic life which sup-
ports mankind en earth. As all
vegetation proceeds from the living
soi{ and s sustained by it, so the
quality of the soil determines the
quality of the crop. No good food
can be grown in poor scil, A cabbage
grown on good scil yields more food
than a cabbage grown on an im-
poverished patch: and that by
analysis. So, too, with animal life
sustained by the products of the
soil, whether man or beast, it is the
quality of the soil that determines
quality.

After some millions of years as
cultivator, man has utilized only a
small {raction of the world’s avail-
able vegetable life. The earth is
still green with potential foods. It
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to death. In other words, human
hunger is the greatest teachey of
civilization of all countries. At any
period of human history, whenever
any civilization concentrates atten-
tion on the non-essentials of life,
leaving aside the first essential, food,
famine will teach a first-class lesson
and, by killing millions, divert the
atlention of the State to the first
essential, food. If that is not done,
the nation will decay before dying
as surcly as day follows night.
Today with great dismay we see
the strange spectacle of the whole
nation harping on non-essentials of
life, many rolling in luxurles and
leading a parasitic existence, indul-
ging in radio, the telephone, music,
dancing, the cinema, theatres, tea
and drinks and, above all, a worth-
less education—all neon-essentials of
life. The resnlt is that food is be-
coming morc and more scarce, and
nearly three-fourths of the popula-
tion are in a semi-starved condition.
Even in Sirajuddaula’s time, when
the British set foot on the soil of
Bengal, rice was obtainable in Bengal
for two or threc annas a maund.
During the last famine the same rice
was sold at the abnormal price of
Rs. 120/- a maund in the same fer-
tile Province of Bengal. There is
talk in the air of the need of raising
the standard of living of our popula-
tion, so that they may purchase
more non-esseniial goods—and turn
out more millionaires? 1 wonder
at what level this higher standard
will end, because the high tends to
become higher without the highest

being seen. We are already in the
throes of chronic famine, having to
pay abnormal prices which few can
afford for food and clothing. If the
standard is raised further, we may
have to pay still higher prices.

The huge mass of docile people of
India will not be able to pay this
price, and must starve in cen-
sequence. They will not go in for
food riots; they will not protest;
they will not beg ; but will go straight
to heaven, God's good people that
they are. Therefore, will it not be
better, in these days of extra-
ordinarily loose thinking and wild
talk, to raise a cry for cheaper grains,
cheaper food, cheaper milk, cheaper
clothing, for the production of food-
stuffs and return to intensive agri-
culture, so that life may become
somewhat bearable? Wil it not be
better to raise a cry for the better-
ment of the national health by
providing the masses with ample
food instead of vitamins, medicines,
extracts, juices, oils, injections and
the rest, in order to make more
medicine millionaires? On the face
of it, it is absurd to think that
vitamins and medicines can replace
food. Give the people more milk
and ghee and you will see how
diseases vanish from India. Instead
of giving medicines and medical men
in the hospitals, have priests burn
ghee in the sacrificial fire, and you
will see how the sick recover by in-
haling the smoke of the burnt ghee.
But it is moonshine to talk of burn-
ing ghee when even a drop of pure
milk cannot be obtained without
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difficulty.” It is for nothing that the
Vedic Rishis performed sacrifices.
India is a rice and wheat country
and everything is measured in terms
‘of rice and wheat. All our troubles
of unemployment, ill-health and the
rest will vanish as soon as the price
of rice is brought back to two to four
annas per maund as we had it under
the Muhammadan rule. If this is
not in the programme, all reconstruc-
tion schemes will fail to be effective
to better the conditions of life or
improve the standard of living. It
is a truism that Man is born with
certain inherent and fundamental
rights—the right to breathe, the
right to cat, the right to drink water.
Therefore food and water must
naturally come to him as easily as
air comes to the lungs. It is un-
natural if water has to be paid for
and food purchased at famine prices
the year round, or one has to spend
all his days in trying to earn a few
rupees to keep his family going. 1If
this state of things continues, how
‘will it ever be possible for any man
to develop his qualitics or powers to
do anything either to serve himself
or serve others ? v
Milk is an important item of food.
Life can be sustained throughout
with milk alone, for milk contains all
the necessaries for the body. There
are still men living in India who
have not tasted anything in their
life except milk. Life begihs with
mother’s milk, and it is ordained by
God that a child as soon as it is born
should first have a taste of milk and
live on milk alone. Nature has

ordained that as the child grows
the mother’s milk gradually dries up,
when the child has naturally to turn
to the Universal Mother, the Cow.
From the third year of existence man
is dependent on this second mother.

.No wonder therefore that from Vedic

times down to the modern day loud
praises have been showered on the
Cow, which is really the mother of
mankind. Our ancient Rishis rec-
ommended, in season and out, the
rearing of cows, and the worship of
cows—for health, vigour, intelligence
and continued prosperity. The Veda
is to the Hindus absolute, universal
knowledge, the knowledge that is
ever frue. During the last few
centuries in India, all—rich and
poor, educated and non-educated,
the politician and the reformer—
have neglected the mother cow,
tyrannized over, ill-treated and even
butchered her instead of worshipping
her in accordance with the Vedic
injunction. The Hindu has violated
the Vedas and his prosperity is gone ;
he is on the verge of ruin, and starva-
tion and extinction are staring him
in the face. It is due to the chronic
neglect of the cow that milk is not
available today. Very few can afford
to buy milk at a prohibitive price ;
children are deprived of milk and the
mother cow is starving for want of
fodder and other foodstuffs, decaying
and dying. Nay, more, the mother
cow is being sold to butchers to be
killed in millions every year, and her
flesh is sold to the greedy and blood-
thirsty sons of India. Oh, what a
falll
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Cow-slaughter in a land like India
is simply unthinkable. To kill a
cow which gives milk for our life
and well-being, for sirength and
vitality, is sheer madness. Apart
from its being a religious matter, to
kill a cow is sheer economic suicide.
Even dry cows are valuable; the
very cow-dung is the life and vital-
ity of the soil. It is this cow-dung
that has conserved the Indian soil
through millenniums, and made
India a land of plenty. The secret
of the enduring civilisations of India
and China is that these are the only
two countries in the world who learnt
the art of soil conservation. The
killing of even dry cows is depriv-
ing the land of its fertility and is an
economic blunder of the first mag-
nitude,

I have heard people saying that
it is uneconomic te maintain cows
and that people cannot afford to
keep cows. This is untrue. Not
merely the cow has become un-
economical to keep; even the chil-
dren are a huge waste and the house-
wife is today a costly luxury and an
economic extravagance, Are we to
discard them and put them on the
street ?

Consider what you spend on the
education of your sens and daugh-
ters in order that they may become
hopeless spendthrifts and helpless
beggars for paltry jobs. Even fam-
ilies of moderate means spend tens
of thousands of rupees in educating
children with the hope that they
will earn like a High Court Judge or
a business magnate commanding

enormous wealth. But that rarely
happens, and the educated boy be-
comes a sorry spectacle of dis-
appointment and an object of pity.
The University quietly declares that
33 per cent. passed the matricula-
tion examination, but does any one
realize what an enormous economic
tragedy is hidden behind these sim-
ple figures ? If the number of can-
didates is taken at the modest figure
of, say, 21,000, it means that 14,000
students have failed and they have
wasted in one year in a single univer-
sity, taking the expenses of each
boy per year at Rs. 300/-, an ordi-
nary estimate, the staggering sum
of forty-two lakhs of the national
wedlth. And if there.are ten univer-
sities of this kind in India and ii,
instead of matriculation only, all
examination figures are counted, the
annual wastage in all universilies
will be such as to defy sober calcula-
tion.

Can we not divert these amounts
to better the condition of the mother
cow, so that the whole country may
be studded with Gowshalas and cow
centres, and so improve the milk
position and the national food 7 Ex-
cept probably Mysore, there is not
even a good college which teaches in-
tensive dairying, cattle-farming or
animal husbandry. It is a pity. Even
if we wish to start a Gowshala on a
good scale, educated men will not
be available to look after the cows,
and if some one is available he is
found to be unfit for his job. Per-
haps he will not be able to house
cows properly, to graze them prop-
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the Histadrut has 165,000 registered
members in Palestine ( originating in
over forty different countries
throughout the world 1), Together
with their families Histadrut mem-
bers total about 240,000 souls, that
is, some 40 per cent of the entire
Jewish community and 75 per cent
of all Jewish wage-earners.

When, after the Balfour Declara-
tion, groups of young Jews {rom all
over the world came to settle in
Palestine, they came not only with
the idealism to create a new way of
life based on social justice but also
with the desire to redeem the land.
They were moved by the ideal of
draining the swamps of Palestine, of
replanting its uprooted forests, lay-
ing new roads, discovering water
sources, cultivating barren fields,
They settled on the land in a quick-
ly increasing number of communal
settlements, This explains the fact
that, unlike Trade Unions in other
countries which owe their chief
strength to the towns and have far
less significance in agrarian districts,
the predominance of rurai economy
is a special characteristic of the
Jewish Labour Movement and the
majority of its members are agricult-
ural workers.

But agriculturali workers of a
particular kind—men and women
who have become workers not out
of necessity but out of sheer ideal-
ism. It is obvious that with such
human material great things can be
done and great tasks can arise.

One of the proudest achievements
of the Jewish Labour Movement is

its agricultural settlement work.
The collective and co-operative la-
bour settlements embody the social
and national ideals of the move-
ment and put them into practice in
their daily life. They are the most
completely Socialistic communities
anywhere in the world. There are
now 215 such settlements with a
population of §7,000, cultivating
about 150,000 acres of land.

The settlements are not made
according to a fixed pattern. They
all differ from each other. The
workers of their own free-will choose
for themselves that form of living
best suited to their individual out-
look and inclination. But it is
significant that all the social forms
created by them are based on the
ideals of labour, non-exploitation
and a maximum of co-operation.
There are small holders’ co-operative
settlements and collective settie-
ments, settlements which are wholly
agricultural and others which com-
bine agriculture with industry ; there
are settlements which have individ-
ual homesteads side by side with
collective production; there are
settlements whose ideal is the inti-
mate, cohesive social group and
others which prefer a larger and
more variegated social composition.

But all of them live a life of equal-
ity and productive work and all of
them are based on four fundamental
principles: {1) Nationally owned
land, { 2} manual labour, { 3) mutual
aid and {(4) the co-operative pur-
chase and selling of produce.

1t is hardly suri)rising that the
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with about 500 pupils.

Whereas the Educational Depart-
ment of the Histadrut caters for the
Workers” children, the Cultural
Department is in charge of Adult
Education, This Department has
opened evening schools for adults
which provide both elementary
education and courses reaching
University standard ; it sets up work-
ers’ libraries, reading-rooms and
clubs ; it holds lectures ; it organises
special study courses for week-ends
and Jonger periods. Professors of
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem
and of the Hebrew Technical College
lecture regularly to groups of work-
ers, especially in the labour settle-
ments. Exploratory tours of the
neighbourhood are conducted in
order to study climate, vegetation,
flora and fanna. Under the auspices
of the Cultural Department trips are
arranged to enable urban workers to
visit the settlements. Courses in
elementary and advanced Arabic as
well as in Arabic literature have been
established in settlements, villages
and towns,

The encouragement of artistic
creativeness also plays an important
part in the cultural work of the
Histadrut. The workers’ theatre
‘“Ohel, "’ founded in 1924, tours the
whole country performing in all the
towns as well as in the labour settle-
ments and villages. Besides the
professional * Workers' Theatre”
amateur dramatic circles are en-
couraged. Music takes a leading
place among other branches of art.
There are about 150 choirs and 40

orchestras in the workers’ settle-
ments and in the towns, as well as a
workers’ symphony orchestra com-
posed of members of agricultural
settlements.

During the last few years there Las
been a marked development in folk-
dancing, particularly among mem-
bers of the agricultural settlements.

There is a substantial number of
artists and sculptors in the workers’
movement, ecspecially among the
members of the {abour scttlements,
and social seminars of two to three
weeks’ duration are arranged for
them from time to time. It must
be emphasised that the workers
practising these arts do so after a
full day’s physical work.

The Labour Movement in Pales-
tine has its own Press. By its
publication of papers, magazines,
periodicals and Dbooks, it keeps the
working people informed about gen-
eral, political and economic problems
aftecting the life of the workers. Its
daily paper Davar has the largest
circulation and exercises the greatest
influence in the country. It also
publishes an Arabic weekly which
always pleads the cause of co-opera-
tion betwcen Arab and Jewish
workers.

The creation of friendly relations
with the Arab workers has always
been one of the primary aims of the
Histadrut. Nor has the desire for
co-operation been one-sided. In
192¢ Arab Trade Unions—known as
the ' Palestine Labour League "—-
were formed with the help of the

Histadrut which co-operated to a
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~“ But they are going to dwindle,
-according to the experts: That's
another reason for anticipating all
sorts of changes.”

“I dare say, thovgh the experts
may be wrong all the same. DBut
why should anybedy anticipate that
people are going to stop reading
when the sale of books was never so
large as it is.at present ?

* That's largely accounted for by
advertisement. Also by the exist-
ence of a large leisure class which
has to find some way of passing the
time. "

“But in Russia, where there's no
leisure class, the sale of books has
goue up enormously. Some of the
men with the largest incomes are
writers,”

" Good for them. But Russia, you
must remember, is at the stage
Britain was at fifty years ago when
the masses were just beginning to
read. They may get through with
literary culture just as we have.”

“You are very sure about it,
aren’t you? I wonder if you know
exactly what you mean. Do you
suggest that books will cease to be
used in schools, and that some other

-means of education wiil be found ? -

“That's it. And those other
means are being employed already.
‘When I was at school, and I sup-
pose when yvou were, we we¥e not
taught to do anything with our
hands, That was the last kick of
the eighteenth-century tradition
among the -educated—that manual
work was contemptible. Now there
are all sorts of alternatives and

additions to book work. And the
tendency is for them to increase.”

“That's all right. Many boys
would do better if they understood
motors or any other kind of machin-
ery. 1 don’t say that literary culture
makes it easy fo earn a living.”

“*No, it certainly does not. But
that’s not quite the point.  You are
thinking of a boy’s chance to get a
job. I suggest that training him to
make things and understand machin-
ery and giving him science in easy
doses will really educate him as well
as books can—or even better.”

1 suppose that was what a Cen-
tral School headmaster meant—
Jamison was his name—when he
said at some conference the other
day that education had got out of
touch with the age, and that a new
gateway to culture must be found,
I couldn't follow him at the time.”

“Yes, I read that. Very good,
I thought it, He said there was little
or no connection between what boys
and girls learned in school and the
way they behaved outside. They
talked good English when they were
in class, and very bad English when
they weren't. They had to keep
school-rooms tidy, but they made
litter everywhere else. They didn’t
read after they left what they had
been encouraged to read or forced to
mug up for examinations.”

‘““But why should they be dii-
ferent if they handle machines and
are given some idea of science #”

‘“Because they will see that is
reality, whereas they feel their
present education through hooks is
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artificial. You'd never see a good
engineer or mechanic throw litter
about the streets, You won't find
a lad who has done fine, exact work
talking in a slovenly way or making
foolish statements.”

“But do you mean to say you
connect culture with keeping the
place tidy and speaking correctly ?*”

I certainly do. So must you if
you stick to your definition. Could
you say that anyone who spoke
carelessly had a strong, developed
mind, or that a person of dirty,
slovenly habits had a refined charac-
ter?”

**No, I suppose not. But why
can’t schools and universities teach
the right and the wrong of these
things by means of books ?”

““No one has explained why, but
more and more of us are coming to
admit that they don’t. T should
guess it’s because education is look-
ed on by most young people as
something apart from life.”

“To some extent that is true. I
don’t suppose the elementary school
boy sees that the history he is
taught, or the poetry he is made to
read, are going to affect his getting
a job when he leaves, or any part of
his life as a man.”

“No, they seem to him to be in a
vacuum, not to have any bearing on
reality., He finds out that older
people scarcely ever know even the
simplest facts of the history of their
own couniry, let alone the world;
and he never sees them reading
poetry, or hears them say anything
to show they know it exists. Nat-

urally he concludes that school is
merely a place where he is sent to
keep him out of mischief, It is
unrelated to the rest of his life. 1
believe most public schoolboys feel
that as well as elementary school-
boys. It is due to the divorce of
literature from actuality. By litera-
ture I mean all, or very nearly all,
that is being taught.” .

“ You must have books.

“Yes, but you need not have only
books. Suppose you are tavght how
a car works, and how wireless sets
are made, or have a film illustrating
the development of difterent animal
species from the earliest forms of
life, and another showing how an
oak grows from an acorn, until it’s
a huge tree with roots going very
deep down and sucking up the nour-
ishment it needs. Wouldn't such
teaching as that set children’s minds
working actively and encourage them
to think for themselves?

“You can’t, surely, imagine that
literary culture will disappear ?

“ Of course not, There will always
be a certain number of men and
women who will find in books all the
instruction and delight they need.
But literature will not be regarded
as a kind of polish which can be
applied to everybody and which is
expected to produce in everybody
the s&me results, "

“A kind of polish—that’s quite
good. But all the same literature
is the great civilising force. ”

“Isit? Literary culture has never
grasped the full meaning of evolu-
tion—the emergence of all living
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time work as the best means of pro-
moting all-round development. And
Roussean and subsequent writers go
one better in advocating that the work
part of a child’'s education should not
be separated from his schooling but be
a part of it. Im this Rousseaun is
the father of the modern progressive
schools of the West and, in this partic-
ular at least, of the Basic Schools of
India, while Luther is the father of the
“ polytechnic *’ education of the Soviets
as described by Maurice Shore.

Yet another thing that we are apt to
regard as new is the modern tendency
to atlach at least as much importance
to reason as to memory as aids to
education. But here again the extracts
contained in this book reveal the fact
that the greatest educationists have
protested most vehemently against the
idea that education consists in learning
things by heart, in spite of the fact
that in many countries and schools
{and even colleges, alas!) the soul-
deadening and mind-killing “-by-heart ™’
method still holds the field. Montaigne
puts this most clearly and briefly

I would not only have the instructor de-
mand an account of th: words contained in a
lesson, but of the sense and substance ; and
judge of the profit he {ie., the pupil} has
made of it, not by the testimony of his
memory Lut by hizs own judgement.... 1
would have the tutor make the child examine
and thoroughly sift all things, and harbour
nothing in his head by mere authority or on
trust.

Many of the other writers in this
book stress the same point, especially
Descartes, Galileo and Emerson, all of
whom believed that one of the chiei
aims of education was to teach people
to think for themselves and so be able
to share in that most thrilling and most
precious of all human occupations—
the quest for Truth.

That brings us to the last and most
important point on which most of these
writers are unanimous, and the one
which it is most easy for the harassed
teacher, accupied with the minutie of
class-room work, to lose sight of, name-
ly, what is the real purpose and aim of
education ? The answer given to this
by almost all these writers is the answer
given by Confucius and the Greeks:
the aim of education is to enable men
and women to develop all their powers
to the utmost and to use them in the
quest for Truth and the pursuit of
excellence, that is, in the development
of full, complete manhood.

“It is not the mind: it is not the
body that we are training; it is the
man, and we must not divide him into
two parts,”’ {Montaigne ). * Learning
must be had, but in the second place
as subservient only to greater qual-
ities.”” {Locke). According to Benju-
min Franklin,

True merit consists in an inclination joined
with an ability to serve Mankind, onc¢'s
Country, Friends and Famiiy; which ability
is { with the blessing of God ) to be acyuired
or greatly increased by true learning; and
should indeed be the great Aim and End of
all Learning.

It is on this major point that we find
this book most at issue with the second
one, On the almost unanimous testi-
mony of the writers represented in
Robert Ulich’s anthology, the aim of
education is human excellence, and
changes in the social order merely form
one amongst others of the means to
achieve that end. The aim of Soviet
education, on the other hand, accord-
ing to Maurice Shore, is the establish-
ment and sustenance of the Communist
State, and education of a certain def-
inite type is one, amongst others, of
the means by which that aim is to be



418

THE ARYAN PATH

[ September

achieved.

In other words, whereas the great
educationists of every age and race
regard edutation as of supreme import-
ance because of its power to produce
human beings capable of mastering the
world around them and moderating,
using and changing the social order age
by age, the Soviets, on the coutrary,
put the Marxian Social Order first in
importance and value education mainly

Rgvedavyakhya Madhavakrla, Part
II. Edited by €. Kunxnan Raja,
{The Adyar Library, Adyar, Madras.
Rs. 15/-)

The Rgveda is the oldest literary
monnment of the great Indo-European
family of languages. But this great
antiquity itscif has been a barrier to
exact and final elucidation of its mean-
ing. Even at the time of Yaska,
author of the Nirukia, who flourished
between 700 and 500 B, . if not earlier,
the Vedic hymns were subject to highly
varying interpretations and sceptics
even denied any meaning to these
hymns! But the ancient scholiasts
maintained a tradition of Rgvedic in-
terpretation which culminated in the
fourteenth century A.n. in the celebrat-
ed commentary of Sayanacirya, whicl,
however scantily respected by early
European Indologists, received due rec-
ognition at the hands of later ones
like Liiders and Geldner, Search for
the manuscripts of the pre-Sayana
expositions of the Rgveda brought to
light those by Skandasvamin, Udgitha-
ciarya, Venkatamadhava and Madhava,

That by Madhava is believed to be
the earliest known. Dr, Raja dis-
covered a unique palm-leaf manuscript
of his commentary in the rich MSS.
collection at Adyar. It is unfortunately
a fragment, covering only the first

as the chief weapon with which to

. create and sustain that Order.

This is a fundamental difference and
makes one fee] that, however much we
may have to learn on many matters
from the great Soviet experiment, it
will be an- unfortunate day for the
world when it throws over the Educa-
tional Wisdom of Three Thousand
Years in favour of the educational
theories of Marxism.

MARGARET BARR

]

cighth of the Rgveda. After years of
laborious study of this rare manuscript,
full of scribal errors and with many
lacunz, Dr. Raja has prepared a read-
able edition of this important com-
mentary. The first part, containing
the first four chapters, was published
in 1939, This part contains the re-
maining four. The commentary is
printed just below ils appropriate
Rgvedic stanza and is followed by the
corresponding portion of the com-
mentary of one Venkatamidhava, Ma-
dhava, the son of Venkatarya, for the
sake of comparison. Independent as
the latter is, it often bears a close
similarity to Madhava's interpretation,
there being even verbal identity in
quite a few cases. Dr. Raja has given
the text of Madhava's commentary
mastly as he found it in the manu-
script, but in the foot-notes he has
constantly suggested the correct read-
ings, This method faithfully preserves
the character of the unigque original
while at the same time supplying the
student with the necessary help in fol-
lowing the commentary. Vedic students
will be grateful to Dr. ‘Raja for this
edition of a rare Kgvedic commentary
and they would be thankful to him for
the early publication of the third part,
in which he promises to deal with the
identity of the author, his chronolog-
ical relation with other commentators
etc., and to furnish various indices and
appendices.

N. A. GORE
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A Book of Quranic Laws. By
Munammap  VALIBHAI  MERCHANT,
{ Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore. Rs. 5/-)

The present re.awakening in the
Muslim world has brought to the fore
the importance of Islamic first principles
of right conduct. It is But patural
that, after two world-wars, thoughtful
Muslims should look askance at the
leadership of the West in the ethical
field. At the same time they are no
more prepared to accept without ques-
tion the medieval interpretations of
the original Islamic teachings. ‘' Back
to the Quran'' is the cry in the new
wotld of Islam, At this critical junc-
ture in the intellectual life of Islam,
intelligent belief is being sought after,
rather than blind following of centuries-
old interpretations. The Islamic prin-
ciple of iflihad is coming into its own.

The venerable anthor, who has spent
a lifetime in the compilation of this
work, has done a signal service to the
right understanding of Islamic ethical
principles. In this timely book, refresh-
ingly free from emotional bias, the
learned author has brought to bear on
the subject a judicial outlook. He has
achieved extreme simplicity and lucid-

Freedom and Civilization. By BRoN1S-
Law Mavinowskr, (George Allen and
Unwin, Ltd., London. 16s.)

No one who came even momentarily
in contact with Professor Malinowski
could fail to be struck both by the
charm of his personality and the bril-
liance of his intellect. Pre-eminent
in anthropology, he also displayed the
generous qualities of heart and mind
which we associate with Homanism.
It was as a humanist, deeply concerned
with the menacing world crisis, that,

ity in presentation, aveiding both
ponderousness and a high-flown style,
and bringing the subject easily within
grasp of the general reader. At the
same time, the careful tabulation and
the references to Quranic verses, as also
the indices, make the book of inestim-
able value to scholars as a work of
reference.

The book deals with practically all
the aspects of Quranic teaching appli-
cable to personal life on the social and
religious sides. Tt will definitely add to
its value if in the next edition a few
chapters are added tabulating Quranic
teachings dealing with the corporate,
life of the m1llat, defining true Islumic
behaviour towards non-Muslims under
different circumstances and clarifying
the Islamic interpretation of right
behaviour in the internationat field—
surely of much importance today, The
suggestion is in the wind that a con-
ference of learned Muslims the world
over should re-interpret basic Quranic
laws to suit preseat-day. conditions.
Books like this will clarify the work
of experts for the intelligent reader,
Muslim or nen-Muskim, and so remove
many misunderstandings.

AHMED CHaGLA

in his last years, he devoted himself to
the study of war in relation to the
concept of freedom in human society,
which forms the basis of his posthu-
mous volume, Like other scientists
tempted by the impact of external
events to deal with subjects outside the
range of their normal investigations,
he was inclined to take for granted
much that specialists had already call-
ed in question, so that several of his
conclusions seem, in retrospect, curious-
ly naive,
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For example, shortly before his
death, he summed up the views elab-
orated in his book by stating that ** war
can legitimately be fought only to end
war” and that “ the future peace of
mankind is possible only on a principle
of a commonwealth of nations.” H. G.
Wells and many others had affirmed
this faith prior to 1914. E. D. Morel
was able to prove to his own satisfac-
tion and that of others that the on-
ly war which can possibly “end war "
must be one which also ends the
domination of international finance-
capital and thereby renders it impos-
.sible for Big Business to make profits
out of bloodshed, It is Malinowski's
faiture to grasp this fact which inval-
idates so much of his argurnent.

After the emergence of the US.S.R,,
the first great power to eliminate the
profit-motive by putting Socialist econ-
omic theories into practice, Morel at
once realised that its continued exist-
ence would constitute a challenge which
the capitalist world could not possibly

The Living Thoughts of the Prophet
Muhammad. Presented by MuHAMMAD
ALl (Cassell and Co., Ltd., London.
5s.) :

This is an admirable presentation of
the living and luminous thoughts of the
Prophet of Arabia. It reveals clearly
the soul of the Quran, the understand-
ing of which, even in translation, is
not seldom difficult for a non-Muslim.
There is also a brief sketch of the
Prophet's life which serves as a useful
avenue to the mind and message of
the illustrious Teacher, in the context
of the times—full of confusion and
corruption—in which he lived. The
« presenter "’ is a well-known authentic

ignore. At all costs, the Socialist
experiment must be made to fail, for,
if it succeeded, the rule of the Money
Barons, involving a succession of
booms, slumps and recurrent massa-
cres, would be inevitably doomed.
Morel died in 1924, but his analysis
has stood the test of time and has now
been historically vindicated. It forms
an indispensable key to the under-
standing of the strategy of the war
just ended, the events which preceded
it and the threatening situation, now
rapidly reaching a climax, which has
resulted from it.

Such are the “* clarifications " which
time has brought to the problems with
which the idealistic Malinowski—in the
now far-off age before the explosion of
the first atomic bomb—attempted to
grapple. The continuance of the ** free-
dom and civilization "' which he so
eloguently defended depends on the
issue of the conflict which confronts
mankind, As Wells put it, " Man
must either adapt or perish.”

DoucLas GOLDRING

interpreter of Islam ; so his rendering
is stamped with correctness and com-
petence. Here are a few extracts :—

The truthful, honest merchant is with the
prophets and the trethful ones and the
martyrs,

Whoever withhiolds cereals that they may
become scarce and dear is a sinner,

Every child that is born conforms to the
true religion { Zit., human nature); it is his
parents who make him a Jew or a Christian
or a Magian,

Incidentally, it may be hoped that
before long the publishers will include
also in their Living Thoughts Library
series some titles embodying the living
thoughts of the representative Thinkers
of India.

G. M,
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The Myth of the Magus. By E. M.
ButLER. {Cambridge University Press,
London. 21s.)

The field of consciousness hetween
subjective and objective impressions is
still terra incognita to psychologists,
and he would be a bold anthropologist
or sociologist who presumed to attach
unreality to myth as such. Professor
Butler ( Schrader Professor of German
in Cambridge University ) explains,
however, that in what she calls this
“ yulnerable wvolume,” she has not
plumbed the depths of scholarship, nor
scaled the heights of philcsophy and
religion, :

This is disarming, and makes the
reviewer’s task difficult, Originally
begun ‘ with the aim of placing the
sixteenth-century Faust in the main
stream of the magical tradition,”
Professor Butler has extended her study
to incluode the Magi and Zoroaster at
one end and the Comte de St. Germain,
H. P, Blavatsky and { mirabile dictu)
Rasputin at the other. Theillustrative
Magi of recent times, “good” and
“bad ' alike, may derive some solace
from the author’s rough treatment of
them, by pondering her conclusion :(—

The rise of the medicine-man to the status
of a Persian magus; the develution of the
magus into the magician and sorcerer; the
vpward cvolution through magician and
magus to super-magus in our day, all this
forms a cyclic movement continually re-
volving both in the history of individuals and
of the type as a whole,
~ But while Professor Butler’s thesis
-is a tribute to what she describes as
* the vitality of the magus-myth, ”
nowhere can the evolutionary process
from primitive medicine-man to super-
magus be cleatly discerned in her pages.

She is content to be somewhat luridly
biographical in an undiscriminating
way. No suspicion is entertained by her
that the analogies found, for instance,
between the Magi of Persia { who were
never Persians, not even Chaldeans )},
the Druids of Celtic lands, the Brahmins,
and the Orphic priesthood of Thrace,
may have had their origin in a once
universal Wisdom Religion. Nor does
Professor Batler suggest for a moment
that she believes the charlatans and
jugglers are the natural shield of the
true Magi. Her source materiat is
varied ( a bibliography runs to six-and-
a-halt pages); but, in the case of
Madame Blavatsky, except for a textual
reference to the titles, Professor Butler
omits any exegesis of the teachings
contained in Isis Unveiled and The
Secret Doctrine. And yet, these two
volumes do much 'to elucidate the
ambiguity observable in the magical
tradition.

It should not be impossible to con-
sider that, if magic be the sciencz of
the omnipotence of spiritual power over
the fissiparous tendencies of the “ man
of clay, ” it must operate, like other
sciences, within the ambit of natural
laws. Professor Buatler’s recognition
that the nature of the evidence she is
able to produce “ is generally valueless
from the critical point of view, ' deces
not prevent her from jumping to
conclusions that deeper study would
surely have led her to modify. We are
grateful for her adventurous and in-
teresting volume. We are disappoint-
ed that she does not help us discover
the natural laws to which even magic-
ians make obeisance.

B, P, HowELL
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I Say Sumrise. By TaLsor MuNDY.
{ Andrew Dakers, London. 7s. 64.)

Because of his long connection with
Indian life and tradition it is evident
that Mr. Mundy brought to a climax
his study of India's basic religious
ideas when he wrote this book before
he died. His preface is dated ** Florida,
1940, and there is no indication of
any editing or interference with his
script, or that it kad previously been
published in America. It is a some-
what rambling rcligio-philosophical
disquisition in which he takes Wisdom
as his text. ** I know whereof I write,"”
he says, adding * but knowledge is not
wisdom.”” His final word is * Summon
wisdom to direct your thinking, then
think, and then do’’; most excellent
and necessary advice at a time when
few stop to think lest they be pulled
up on this bewildering speedway they
believe is life.

But we take exception to his conclu-
sion that * Wisdom," which at times
he seems to use as a connotation
of Universal Mind, or even of the
Absolute, says * Enjoy life, enjoy exist-
ence, '’ giving as the first of his seven

Lord of the Three Worlds. By MAURICE
Corris. With designs.for the stage by
Feliks Topolski. {Faber and Faber,
Ltd., London. 16s. )

Mr. Collis’ s new play, based on his
novel She Was a Queen, will disappoint
none of his numerous admirers. King
Narathipate of Burma, the last of the
Pagan dynasty, is the central figure in
the play. He is lost and saved, again
and again, but he careers to his doom at
last, rushed by his megalomania. Fact
and fancy, history and legend, realism
and symbolistn fuse in the play, and

* principles,” ‘‘ The proper business of
living is to enjoy life.” He widens
this conception, however, when he
writes of the evcolution of conscious-
ness. There is not space here to follow
him through his chapters dealing collo-
quially with such subjects as prayer,
silence, reincarnation, karma, love cr
money. We deal principally with one
headed “ Two Women,” in which we
are inferentially asked to class Christ-
ian Science with Theosophy, and to
link the name of Mrs. Eddy with that
of Madame Blavatsky as world teach-
ers, Thisis the result of much confused
thinking, often resulting in contradict-
ary statements on ill-digested subjects.
Yet we are bound to forgive Mr.
Mundy because of his unqualified ap-
preciation of The Secret Doctrine and
his defence of Madame Blavatsky’s
bona fides, thoughr these make his
attitude to Christian Science incom-
prehensible.

If this book arouses in its readers
curigsity as to the claims its author
makes for the unique * masterpiece,”
as he calls The Secrel Doctrine, it will
have done good work.

A, A MogrToN

King Narathipate, odd, impossible mix-
ture of superstition, reverie, ambition
and cowardice that he is, is seen none-
the-less to be a recurrent human type.
He is Duryodhana, he is Macheth, he
is King John of Magna Carte farne, he
is Muhammad Tughlak, he is Kaiser
Wilhelm II, he is Mussolini and Hitler
both—and he is also King Narathipate
all the time, a unique human being,
pathetic and vain, cowardly and ruth-
less. He is no “ man of destiny '"; for all
his visions of the triple crown, his tyr-
annical poses and his shady plans, he






424

THE ARYAN PATH

[ September

Peace of Mind. By JosHua Lot
Liepman, {William Heinemann, Ltd,,
London. 8s. 64.)

Peace of mind is the desideratum of
every human being, even though very
often, in the multiciplicity of earthly
interests, one grows oblivious of it.
The author, a Rabbi of Temple Israel,
Boston, believes, however, that if
Religion were to take the help of
Psychology peace of mind wonld be-
come the way of life instead of only
the end of life. He says:—

Its insights can give to modern religion a
new wisdom about the laws of individual
and social health., The discoveries of the
psychiatrist's clinic in the field of inter-
personal relationships should inspire religion
to siress new principles of human action, to
sanction new approaches to the self, to
society, and to the universe.

In other words, he claims Psychol-
ogy—both dynamic and '‘depth’’—can
assist Religion in becoming a more
operative and integrating influence in
the life of the individual than it is at
present. He holds that Psychology’s
technique of release—'* verbalization
and sublimation ”"—as against the tra-
ditional method of repressicn (either

Knowledge and the Good sn Pla-
to’s Republic. By H. W, B. Joseprm.
(Oxferd University DPress, London.
Rs. 5/-)

This small book published in the
series of the Oxford Classical and
Philosephical Monographs, is a useful
addition to the literature on Plato’s
philosophy. It consists of a course of
lectures on the subject by the author
at Oxford University, published in
the same lecture form by the editor,
H. L. A. Hart, who, however, divides

by annihilation or evasion, undesic-
able and unethical} can clear up to
a considerable extent the chaos and
confusion created by the tangled skein
of emotions, imaginations and inhibi-
tions, The author is conscious of the
limitations of Psychology, but all the
same he seems to set much store by the
Freudian *“ philosophy. ” For instance,
he is inclined over and again to explain
the adutt's pattern of living, with all
its problems, by tracing it more or less
exclusively to childhood frustrations
and fears.

What, however, of the Law of
Karma? Its influence in shaping the
contours and contents of an individual’s
life cannot be denied. In fact, it alone
can rationally reveal "the hidden
hand.” '

The book is, indeed, characterized by
common-sense and the charm of prae-
ticality. As such, it will be found
helpful to all who are intent on sell-
knowledge in the maelstrom of modern
machine-made life, The Rabbi leads
the pitgrim to the antechamber of the
Hall of Silence but not inside, where the
Voice of the Silence might be heard,

G. M.

the lectures into six chapters, choosing
an appropriate title for each. The
book deals mainly with the nature of
the Goed and its relation to knowledge.
It is not possible to discuss the author’s
interpretations in a short review, for
the treatment is technical and scholar-
ly. But a careful reading will very
much benefit the students of Plato’s
thought. The auther’s analysis of the
similes of the sun, the line and the
cave are particularly interesting and
instructive,

P.T. Raju
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Negroes in Britain : A Siudy of Racial
Relations in English Sociely. By K. L.
LirTie. ( Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner
and Co., Ltd., London. 25s. )

This much at least must be said of the
English,—they are no doubt a well-mannered
nation. They realise it is not polite to lynch.
The English attitnde is more dignified—con-
descending in its kindness, patronizing in its
tolerznca. The English are prepared to over-
look what they regard as this great tragedy
of human nature, and even to extend an
occasional hand of welcome, so long as every-
thing is done with reason and discretion.
Beneath a snave exterior there is always the
feeling that men are classified by nature into
those who are white and those who are col-
oured. There is also a deep-rooted conviction
that of the two the white races are in every
respect superior, and against such a convic-
tion, which is almost a faith, the coloured
man finds it futile to argue!

Dr. Little, being English, is still
prepared to argue and his book, Negroes
i1 Britain, showd be read by all those
polite Englishmen and women, there
must still be many thousands of them,
who remain blandly unaware that any
deep colour prejudice exists in their
society and are so pained at the “in-
gratitude " of coloured people in resent-
ing it so bitterly. A Cambridge an-
thropologist now on the staff of the
London School of Economics, he has
presented us in this book with two
studies of very different scope. The
first—which takes up the first 164 pages
—is a saciological monogr aph on a par-
ticutar and very specialised communi-
ty of Coloured seamen in Cardiff and
is based on field work undertaken by
himself and his wife during the early
years of the last war. The remaining
120 pages consist of a general study of
English-Negro race relations in Britain
and is based mainly on the author’s

reading and his personal contacts with
students and other Africans of higher
income and education. It is a pity
that this order could not have been
reversed, for the main value of the book
to the average reader lies in this second
half and before he reaches it his in-
terest will have been dulled by the
special study of the Cardiff community
which, though infinitely more readable
than most sociological monographs,
must necessarily remain ' caviare to
the general. ™

It is to be hoped thit the author will
have opportunity to revisit the Cardift
dock area and to expand his study of
the Adamsdown and South Wards.
The time at his disposal was manifestly
only sufficient for him to outline the
setting and one would like to see it
followed by a study of a control group
of adjacent white seafaring communities
—British, Spanish or Maltese, and by
a more intensive examination of the
three main subdivisions of the Coloured
community, We are told that it
divides into Moslemns, West Indians and
Africans and that the Moslem section
is comprised of ** Arabs mostly from
Aden, and a fairly substantial number
of Somalis, Indians, Egyptians and
Malays.” Dr. Little's interests and
contacts were mainly with the Negro
groups and one would have liked to
know more of the Moslem. Whether,
for example, the yoimnger Mulatto
generation of Moslems were retaining
the separate cultural identities of their
fathers, or becoming more closely unit-
ed with the Negroids. The culture of
the West Indians and West Africans
was predominantly British and only
local white racial and economic antag-

! Quoted by Dr. Little from ** The Colour Bar in Britain. ”* By D. F. KARaxa,

{ Spectator, 1934 )
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onism prevented their absorption. Dr.
Little bas written a stimulating and
useful book and. one that can be read

with advantage by both Negro and
White,
G. 1. JonEs

The Free Sociely. By JOHN MIDDLE-
10N MURRY. (Andrew Dakers, Ltd,,
London. 125 64.)

The author ardently believes that
the primary requisite for human exist-
ence is freedom, for where a man is not
free to think or act for himself, there
can be no knowledge or morality. As
against this, he holds that Commu-
nism is the greafest menace to freedom,
Communism being based on a materi-
alistic philosophy which regards man's
will as nothing and economic forces as
everything in bringing about social
change. Consequently, the freedom
of the individual—his reason or his
conscience—is not respected under
Communism, and he is made to submit
to whatever is necessary, be it moral
or immoral, to achieve the Commu-
nist goal. Similarly between nations,
Communism, as represcnted by Soviet
Russia, is not prepared to go by the
majority vote, which is the only dem-
ocratic and rational way of settling
international disputes. Consequently,
the rule of reason and of conscience has
to be put aside in favour of the rule of
might or war, which is destructive of
freedom. _

Qur author, therefore, urges that the
duty of ail who cherish freedom is to
combine to defeat Russia once and for
ever, Even pacifists, he argues, should
join in such a war—the last of all wars
—in order to establish the principle of
majority vote, by which alone inter-
national disputes can be settled peace-
fully, :

Moreover, he analyses the structure
of the free society which he wishes to

see established, and indicates its pur-
pose and its character. It will, accord-
ing to him, draw its inspiration from
the essential teathings of Christianity
and be nothing short of the Kingdom
of God, where love of one's neighbour
and respect for his wishes will prevail,
There is much in the book that is
thought-provoking, but alseo much that
is highly controversial. The author’s
attitude to, Marxism and to Soviet
Russia seews to us far from fair. May
it not be that if Russia today wili not
abide by the majority vote of the
United Nations, it is owing to the
power-politics and selfishness of Big
Powers like Britain and America ? May
it aiso not be that Russia believes that
the Security Council as at present con-
stituted is not capable of meting out
even-handed justice? To us in Indis,
the author’s assumption that freedom
and democracy are entirely on the side
of Britain and America, and that there
is nothing but tyranny on the side of
any nation that opposes them, is not
convincing. Nor can we who have lived
under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi
believe that war can ever abolish war.
If Russia opposes the free society of
the author's dreams, the best way, we
feel, of establishing it is nevertheless
to practise the ideal oneself and to
appeal to the reason and conscience of
one’s opponent. How can the freedom
of man be established by suppress-
ing Russia’s freedom to independent
thought and action? It is tragic that
in spite of the horrors of war and its
proved utter futility to establish peace,
Western thinkers of the eminence of
the author should still preach war,
They do not seem yet to have learnt
the elementary lesson that wrong means

cannot lead to a right end.
BHARATAN KUMARAPPA
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Indian Ari: Essays. By H. G, Raw-
rinsoN, K. B, CorpiNcTON, J. V. S,
WiLkINsON, and J. IrRwin. Edited by
SR RicRARD WINsTEDT. Illustrated.
( Faber and Faber Ltd., London.
75. 6d.)

We welcome this unbiased and
balanced survey of Indian Art, by a
gronp of British experts—issued as a
general introduction for visitors to the
comprehensive exhibition held in Lon-
don last winter under the auspices of
the Royal Academy. In many ways
this' unpretentious but very wuseful
guide stands as a significant landmark
in the sorrowful history of English
appreciation of Indian culture and
civilisation. As a parallel to the black
record of Britain's political relations
with India, English writers for more
than a century had systematically vil-
ified and defamed Indian art and
denied any @®sthetic merits to the most
valuable revelation of Indian culture.
British civil?ans, scientists and archazol-
ogists had opportunities to study In-
dian art which at one time were denied
to Indians themselves. Yet the re-
actions of English connoisseurs have
been singularly unhappy to the merits
of a system of art to which German
and French cognoscenti have responded
with acute sympathy and accurate
understanding.

The authors felt that on this occa-
sion an explanation was due for Eng-
lish inability to appraise the beauties
of Indian art, and some apologies
have been offered in these pages.
Ruskin's tirade against Indian art and
Sir Georgé Birdwood's insult to the
Buddha-Image may be explained, but
Vincent Smith's perversity (1911),
even after the admirable presentations
of Havell and Coomaraswamy (1go8)

cannot be defended on any ground of
political prejudice or wsthetic myopia.
But the careful and the most com-
prehensive exhibition planned by a
group of British enthusiasts at the end
of British political domination has
opened the way to real British under-
standing of Indian art, and great credit
is due to the authors of this admirable
handbook, who, collaborated in the
project with so much knowledge and
sympathy,

It is unfortunate that it was not
possible to produce such a magnificent
survey as Dr. A. U, Pope devoted to
the exhibition of Persian art a few
years ago. But, within the severe
limits of a modest guide, the authors
have admirably set forth the main out-
line of the history of Indian art—to
which Rawlinson has provided an
accurate cultural and political back-
ground.

The guide is divided into three sec-
tions: Sculpture, Painting and the
Minor Arts, the last essays, setting

forth the problems of Indian handi-

crafts with great judgment and sym-
pathy, being the best,

Minor exceptions can be taken, here
and there, without detracting from the
intrinsic merit of this admirable sur-
vey. The authors repeat the popular
belief that Indian Art attained a
“classical ' refinement and the acme
of its perfection during the Gupta
period,, The statement may, perhaps,
be true in respect of painting, but can
hardly apply to architecture and sculp-
ture. The latter attained its highest
level in the Post-Gupta Art of the
Pallavas and the Rastrakutas, and the
Pre-Gupta reliefs of Amaravati. The
authors are reluctant to accord high
merits to Guzerati painting, perhaps






CORRESPONDENCE

« THE HUMAN RACE”

In the March 1948 issne of THE
ArRyaN PATH I found on pp. 121-2 a
review by R. Naga Raja Sarma of my
book The Human Race.

Mr, Sarma considers some of the
* philosophical facts ’ contained in my
book as very familiar and others very
elementary to students of Indian sys-
tems. To date, I have considered my-
self not uninformed about Indian
systems. Since, however, the reviewer
calls my analysis of ‘' Non-Expressien-
Ripe' and *' Expression-Ripe"” ‘a
faint picture of the celebrated Nyaya-
Vaiseshika difference between Nirvi-
kalpaka and Sa-vikalpaka,” 1 begin to
doubt whether I am not wrong in my
assumption that I am informed about
Indian sysgems, Yet, I ask myself
what my analysis of the two terms in
my book should have te do with the
two terms of the Nyaya-Vaiseshika and
I find only a negative answer. Nirpi-
kalpaka {samadhi) is a state of perfect
junction of the knower and the known,
“Iam Brahman.” All frontiers due
tospace, time, causality have vanished.
Sa-vikalpaka (samadhi) is a state of
the inner person in which God is
visualised in a spiritual way, but
knower and known are still differen-
tiated. The way seems to go—at Jeast
in some cases—over the Sg-vikalpaka
to Nirvikalpaka. 1f there were any
similarity between those two conditions
and the ** Non-Expression Ripe” and
" Expression Ripe,’’ this similarity
would essentially be destroyed by the
fact ( explained in my book) that the
* Non-Expression Ripe” is the basis

from which the * Expression-Ripe ”
develops. Furthermore, the difference
is characterised by the ' Western "’
attitude of paying attention to the
sensual impressions and their deriva-
tions—and that is exactly making the
‘ Non-Expression-Ripe’’ ** Expression-
ripe "—while the Nirvikalpaka is the
aim of the Nyaya-Vaiseshika system.
I must restrict myself to these few
remarks about the one point of Mr.
Sarma's review, hoping that he may
revise his opinion about this part of my
book. That my ‘" two different kinds of
time '* are *' philosophically unsustain-
able,’” as the reviewer, says, would in
my opinion really desétve an attempt
on the reviewer's part to explain why
it is philosophically unsustainable to
differentiate logically between becom-
ing ( the flowing time ) and being ( the
resting time-point). Mr. Sarma also
states that °‘ philosophic endeavour
must degenerate inte the mere pursuit
of a will-o’-the-wisp™ shoutd my
opinion be right, that on earth the
human being cannot find any other
external Truth than the congenital
knowledge of the infinite and of God,
The reviewer seems to forget that there
is nothing * truer” or *‘ less true ” but
only either true or false. And what has
been considered true has so frequently
proved to be false that one could easily
call the *‘ sensual’” search for external
truth a pursuit of a will-o’-the-wisp.
The universe is infinite, therefore more
and more ‘* parts ”* of it will be known
to the mind—but never the whole
universe ; and it is most probable that
new ‘“parts' reaching the mind will
force it to revise its "' true ’ knowledge.
May I express also in this letter my
sincere gratitude to Mr. Sarma for his
general benevolent attitude toward my

baok.
Emir FroescHELS

New York City.
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