
The American Spiritualist.
PHENOMENAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL.

Vol. V; No 2. BOSTON, JANUAKY 20, 1872. $2,50 PER YEAR,

THE GOLDEN SIDE.

There is many a rest in the road of life
If we would only stop to take it;

And many a tone from the better land,
If the querulous heart would make it I

To the soul that is full of hope,
And whose beautiful trust ne'er faileth,

The grass is green and the flowers are bright,
Though the Winter's storm prevailetln

Better to hope, though the clouds hang low,
And to keep the eyes still lifted ;

For the sweet blue sky will sooa peep through
When the ominous clouds are rifted !

ft Therewas never a night without a day,
Or an evening without a morning ;

And the darkest hour, as the proverb goes,
Is the hour before the dawning.

There is many a gem in the path of life,
"Which we pass in our idle pleasure,

That is richer far than the jeweled crown,
1 Or the miser's hoard of treasure ;

It may be the love of a little child,
Or a mother's prayer to heaven,

Or only a beggar's grateful thanks
For a cup of water giren.

Better to weave in the web of life
A bright and golden filling, %

And to do God's will with a ready heart,
And hands that are ready and willing ;

Than to snap the delicate minute thread
Of our curious lives asunder,

And then blame heaven for the tangled ends,
And sit and grieve and wonder.

— Charles Mackey^

Definitions in Spiritualism.
BY E. S. WHEELER.

"Define your terms, gentlemen, define your terms, and I
will tell you what I am!"—Voltaire.

The first necessity of human progress, of civiliza-
tion, of science, of philosophy and religion, is that
language be made explicit, so that the description of
things may be rendered definite, and the statement
of facts and principles accurate and precise. Words
being the signs or symbols of thoughts or ideas, and
the reporters of observation, it is requisite to a good
common understanding, that the same words be
used in the same way by all persons, to represent the
same things when in the same condition. For this
reason, a particular nomenclature, peculiar term-
inology, and technical vocabulary forms a part of
every special art or science.

Absurd misconceptions, errors, antagonisms, in-
tolerance, hostility, persecutions and wars, the in-
jury of humanity and hindrance of progress, have
been the consequences of the general imperfection
and impertinence of language, and especially of the
lack of positive knowledge, fixed terms, an abso-
lutely expressive phraseology and concise statement,
in connection with that which has been assumed to
be philosophy, theology and religion. In the name
and interest of good sense, of peace, progress, and
the highest good of the world, it is demanded that
the methods of science be made the mode of investi-
gation in so called metaphysical matters, and the ex-
act language of the positive arts be imitated in the
expressions of a rational philosophy and consistent
religion. In this way only can the dignity and
actual power of the spiritual be made obvious to
acute inductive intellects, and the speculative deduc-
tion of intuitive clairvoyant seers brought into re.

lation with thoughtful analysis and the possibility of
practical demonstration. Only in this way can we
advance beyond a senseless theology, a useless re-
ligion and a science that " knows no soul."

Among many others, the words, God, religion,
soul, spirit, Spiritualism, are not only differently un-
derstood and used by various sects, classes and de-
nominations, but have an uncertain significance to
almost every individual. Considering the calamities
of the past and the evils and absurdites of the
present, consequent upon the uncivilization of
language, we are led to reflect upon the causes
which have retarded progress in this particular; thus
enquiring we learn that as long as the normal but
mysterious faculty of clairvoyance, because unfold-
ing intuition and prophecy was regarded as super-
natural and preterhuman ; as long as the rhapsodic
utterances of ecstatic seers were taken for an au-
thoritative revelation from the Holy Ghost, to be
reverenced as infallible, though disproved by the
discoveries of science so long, there could be no har-
mony ol religious opinion and sentiment, no possible
concord of expression, and hardly any approximation
to mathematical precision in the use of language.

While this assumed revelation, though charac-
terized and disfigured by peculiarities, which were
the effect of constitutional proclivites and mental
traits in its authors, was generally acknowledged as
the fundamental basis of dogmatic theology and en-
forced conformity, science was ignored in favor of
insolent pretension, wide-spread ignorance en-
couraged imposition, the progress of humanity was
checked, and civilization stagnated in the darkness
which overspread Europe after Christianity had
made a conquest of the ruined Roman Republic and
extinguished the torch of investigation in the blood
of the student! There was no occasion for reason
when unquestioning faith was the holiest of virtues,
no room for criticism in a -system which made unbe-
lief the one damnable crime, and no demand for pre-
cise terms of analysis or the lexicon of concise state-
ment, when inspired idiots expounded doctrines they
knew nothing about to devotees educated into a holy
horror of prying into the mysteries of the Lord.

But with the revival of learning, the partial over-
throw of ecclesiastical despotism, the emancipation of
intelligence, the evolution .of special science, and
especially with the development of the phenomena
and spread of modern Spiritualism, it has been
realized that science is only a foe to superstition ;
that truth is a unit, and that the same method which
discovers it in one direction is competent for re-
searches in any other. It is decided that the as-
sumed dualism of spirit and matter is absurd, and
that intuition and tuition are equally important in
universal education, and if one reason deductively or
by induction, the same rigid method of analysis of
appearances, and ceaseless appeal to actual facts
must signalize our research.

Students of actual facts being brought constantly
in contact with judicial matters, wherein an error of
perception misleads into defeat, where a sophism in
reasoning involves vast interests in palpable ruin,
where even the understanding of a technical sign
may result in financial loss, disparage professional
reputation, or end in the destruction of human lives,
have invented for each field of knowledge and line of j
industry a classification, method and nomenclature,

by which study is directed and the greatest results
made most immediately and certainly attainable.
But one effect of education in this practical school
and positive method has been to develop a contempt
for the indefinite, speculative and theoretical, a scorn
of intuition and a disbelief in the sense and force of
arguments based on anything, except the facts rec-
ognized by the physical senses. Hence, the atten-
tion of this class has been restricted to materialism,
and they who alone were adapted to the work have
failed to extend the inquest of science into spiritual
matters, and elaborate in philosophy and religion,
the discrimination of the chemist, the comprehen-
sion of the astronomer and the effective vigor of the
artisan.

Hence, clairvoyance, the transcendant faculty of
unfolded human senses, whether manifested in shut-
eyed vision of external objects, in perception of ele-
ments invisible to ordinary sisjht, in psychometry, in
intuitive cognition and discovery of laws and
principles, or in prescience and absolute nronhecv.
is regarded as a mystery by most of those who con-

sider it a fact, because people of common sense have
neglected to investigate its phenomena. Mystery
cradled in ignorance, nursed by sloth, becomes the
mother of delusion, so the noblest visions of the
clairvoyant seer and prophet have been received as
oracles, rather than studied as pertinent suggestions
in aid of discovery and invention. The undeveloped
condition of this wonderful faculty, the imperfection
of the instrument of observation, has made absolute
infallibility of sight impossible, even to those whose
spiritual vision has been most widely opened, sep-
arated by their gifts from the multitude, who were
ever ready to worship, but never able to compre-
hend, developed into an experience they could
realize, but were unable to explain. These teachers
of the philosophy of the metaphysical and supernal
" spake with authority and not as the scribes;"
hence, were easily and often betrayed into dogma-
tism. Questioned incessantly of the infinite and
eternal, of the " unconditioned " and " unthinkable,"
they strained their powers and warped their intellects
in vain efforts to explore the endless and actualize the
impossible. The very scope of their visions com-
pelled vaugeness of perception, while the aberrations
of intellect engendered incongruity of statement and
eccentricity of action. Sharply individualized and
exceedingly egotistical, with a personal vanity
stimulated by the attention and flattery of their dis-
ciples, they often proclaimed themselves saviors and
redeemers, announcing themselves confidently as
veritable sons of God.

Of course, among such autocrats of conceit there
would be only the most general likeness of ideas,
and obscurity of language was regarded as proof of
profoundity of wisdom. Such characters were as in-
capable as careless of reducing their announcements
and assumptions to fixed formula, and sensible of
the scepticism of positive minds, furiously asserted
the authority of recorded inspiration in opposition to
a knowledge of facts and their relations. The
natural scorn of the scientist they repaid with the
persecution of bigotry, and far from developing de-
fined principles and accurate expression in their own
theories, by their repressions, crudities and vagaries
prevented progress, hindered education and intro-
duced confusion in every direction.
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It is now of the utmost consequence that the era r
of good understanding and feeling about to begiD, is a
not deferred through any misapprehension brought t
about by looseness of speech, or needless departure
from common phraseology. All attempts to convey
to earth-bound mortals a knowledge of the sphere*,
in incoherent jargon, supposed to be the vernacular of ?
the summer-land, must result in the disgust of those 1

who listen, and the failure of those who thus attempt j
to teach. That the wonderful things of Spiritualism
do not seem too strange for credence, its descriptions, '

statements, and propositions should be made in the f

simplest and most common phrase. The dictionary of i

the language we use is for the present the best criterion ,
of significance; words used in an unusual sense should
be explained and the added meaning defined ; new
words should be coined only when needed, and then
always defined when in use, until the exact sense of
them has become popularized ; so doing, we may hope
to be able to convey our id« as to the minds of think-
ers, and even the illiterate, and "being comprehended
not only win respect for ourselves and our opinions,
but confer a lasting and great benefit on those who
honor us with their attention.

In consonance with this perception of the exact
nature of the needed statement of Spiritualism, and
in consideration of the emergencies of the time, it is
proposed to put forward, in a series of articles, some
brief' definitions of the words and terms made use of
in treating of this important system. This effort is
not made with the idea of adding anything great to
philology, but in the hope that, by general under
standing it may assist to convey ideas more clearly,
prevent confusion, and set an example others may be
as able to improve upon as ready to follow. Neither is
the work undertaken because the introduction of un-
common or new terms is intended, nor because it is
uu^pvoou U1IJ jjt/iowu iu»viooi«\I uiuou DC iJiUUlctLlt OT

the legitimate definition of the words, terms, or
phrases we write about, but because certain expressions
have been frequently used by writers and speakers
upon Spiritualism iu a way not warranted by good
sense or couducive to perspicuous thinking—besides
other words, however defined in the lexicon, have suf-
fered mutilation of meaning in the service of the
sects, some of these words we are obliged to use and
would return to them their legitimate significance, or
at least state fully and clearly what we as Spiritualists
intend by them when put in use for our purpose.

Gradually, however, science has f roed its way to
public recognition, and slowly theologians and in-
stinctive believers are learning the function of reason
in connection with matters of faith. Science comes
to acknowledge intui ion by the name of " imagina-
tion' as the essential of progressive discovery, and
the religionist finds in his investigation of phenom-
enal Spir tualism, immortality demonstrated through
physical facts in accordance with the method of ma
to rial science. Thus in Spiritualism the universal
system, as on common ground, the two parties ot the
long conflict of the ages meet. The intuitional
spirit, and the analyti. al intellect approach each
other, they meet with all the suspicion and jealousy
of foes, they will dwell together in all the loving co-
operation of fruitful marriage. The work of the
hour iB to make acquainted these representatives of
the opposite poles of human nature. Wit', that pur-
pose the cultivation of science among and by Spirit-
ualists becomes an imperative duty, nor is it less re-
quisite that professors of science bestow an honest
and thorough investigation upon the whole matter of
Spiritualism. Happily at the present, eacn of these
wholesome tendencies is out working in fortunate
and successful action.

The Sectarian God vs. The God of Nature.

THE INITIATIVE FOR THE LAST CONFLICT-SHORT
BLOODY, DECISIVE.

One of the most prophetic movements the world
has ever known has been launched. Authority,
seeking control over the consciences of men, has
agaiu reached out its hand to enslave the world
Lurking behind the specious senteuces of a judge of
the Supreme Court of the United S ates, stands,
partly concealed aud partly shown, the grim, gaunt
visage ot war—religious, fanatical war—a war sucL
as the world has never known—a war universal,
which will divide brothers and friends, make the son
imbrue his hands in a father's blood, drive the knife
till it reaches the heart of sisters and brothers ; in-
>ite servants to instil tlie deadly poison in a quiet

morning meal—in short, a war such as can only be j
1

aroused by arousing the deepest, broadest, and at

the same time the most terrible part of man s natuie

—that which most nearly relates him to his God. '

This is the first real fruit of that exclusively pious

and self-righteous people calling themselves the 1

Young Men's Christian Association. Their first,

last and only duty is to ostracise even body who

does not po: -ess a certificate of character over the

signature of some reverend divine who has felt call-

ed of God to preach his own conceptions of truth as

the revealed r ligion of God, and to declare His judg

ments against everybody who fails to believe God is

so limited and insignificant a personage as to be

comprehended by any person of finite mind ; even

if he have all the prefixes and affixes which all the
colleges can confer

But we are glad that the call has been made just
at this time. We have been telling the radical ele-
ments of this country and the world that they have
got to unite against thi* already organized crusade
which permeates almost to every centre of individ-
uals in the country. What have those whom these
Christians—God save the maik !—desire to compel
to worship in their idolatrous manner, got to oppose
them with. Absolutely nothing. They have been
lying supinely on their backs, crying out, "Peace,
peace, when there is no peace," while their foes have
been busy preparing the manacles with which to
bind them hand and foot. Against this enemy, com
mon to all progress, liberal people must be on their
guard, or they will soon be regretting iheir blindness
to what was prepared for them and under their very

;
CVM.

We can inform our friends who jeer at organiza-
tion for political purposes that their method of pro-
cedu e will not avail against this enemy to humanity.
They may preach spiritual truths until they are
hoarse, and the progress of their enemies will scarce
ly note it. Ti ey may stand calling on the spirit
world to come down and rescue them, and their cries
will be unanswered.

Let us ask these good people who fear the name
of polit cs what chance their mediums will have

* should this crusade succeed ? They are bin d if they
do not see them stretched upon the terrible wheel—

1 their limbs torn from their bodies or the licking
flames curling and entwining around their writhing
frames. What e'scape would there be for those who

1 deny that "the world was created in six days of twenty-
four h<>urs each; or for those who deny that God
spoke to Moses from the bush; or for ihose who
deny that the sun stood still at the command o1
Joshua ; or for those who deny that there was a flood
coming from forty days' and forty nights' rain, and
that the ark contained all that was saved of created
things; or for those who deny that Christ was the
son of God, in any other sense than that in which all
men are the sons of God ; or, in short, for those who
will not admit that a book which contains more in-
consistencies and contradictions than any other

' extant, is the direct, complete and only revelation of
' God to man ?

The accomplishment of their present expressed
• purpose is the mere prelude to what they intend

shall be the grand inauguration of the reign of their
f assumed authority in the name of God.° The first
| step gained, they will relentlessly enter upon the

secoud and the third. And can any reasonably en-J lightened person pretend to doubt what those steps
would be ? If so, we fear he has read history iu
vain. There has been more blood shed, more damn
ing deeds committed, in the sacred name of religion
than in all others put together.

' And as the last contest for the right to rule over
and own the bodies of slaves was the most terrible

j war for freedom, so also the last war which will be
waged foi the control ot the consciences of men will

' be the most terrible of religious wars,
s What this convention will be.we all know beforeit has taken place. We know that all the modern
}- scribes, Pharisees aud hypocrites, who, for a pre-

tense make long prayers, will be there. We know
' that the deleg ,tes will be so numerous that Thorns'Hall will s< arcely contain them, aud we know that. all their proceedings will be begun and ended by
, prayers and bene.iicii..„s, and that all their proceed-
i

W'U be m the name of the Lord and His SonJesus Christ.
It mu.-t not be imagined that we oppose the truths-

and precepts which C,,.Ut taught. Never. Not one
I who shall meet at that convention will more stren-

uously urge the propositions there to be consid' red
than we urge these truths and precepts. They are
free, but grand ; their scope the universe ; tl en sub-
ject humanity—a perfect band ot brothers aud sis-
ters, and the Golden Rule their guide. They say,
" Blessed are ye when men shall rev le you and per-
secute you and say all manner of evil against you
falsely,'' for the sake ot tiuth. . . . "For so
persecuted they the prophets.''

But, thank Heaven, we know what the end will
be. History will but repeat itself again. Despotism
seeking to enslave God's free childn n will be stricken
to the du^t by the young aud athletic Freedom, and
then surely shall come the time w hen " nations shall
le rn war no more."

But let this Justice speak what they propose:

THEOCRACY VS. DEMOCRACY—CAIL FOR A NATIONAL -

CONVENTION OF CH IUSTIANS TO MEET IN TllO.MS'
HALL, CINCINNATI, JANUARY 31, 1872.

Government is instituted for roan as an intellectual, social.-
and moral aud religious bring. Ii corresponds Jo his whole
nature. It is intended to protect and advance the higher as
well as the lower interests < f humanity. It acis well lor its
legitimate purposes when it watches over domestic lite, and1'
asserts and enforces the 8= ncti y of ihe marriage bond ; wheni
it watches over intellect and education and fuini>hes means'
ror developing all the faculties of the mind; wh« n it frowns
on profHneness, lewdnej-s, ihe desecration ot the Subbaih, an<jf
other crimes which injure society chit fly by weat-ening moral
and religious sentiment, and degrading the characitr of a
people. Acting for such pnrp ses, government should be es-
tablished on moral principles. Moral principles ot conduct
are determined by moral relations. The relat.ons of a nat on

, to God and his m< ral laws are ciear and definite: 1 A nation
is the creature of God. 2. It is clothed with authority de-
rived from God. 3 It is under the dominion ot Jesus Christ,.
the appo ntnd Ruler of nations. 4. It is subject to the Bible,

1 'he special revelation of the moral law. Iu const iti.ti g and
administering its government, then, a nation is under obliga;
lions to acknowledge God as the author of its existence and
ine source of its aurnomy, Jesus « hrist as its ruler, and ihe
Bible as the fountain of its law* and the supreme rule of its
conduct. Up to the time of the adoption <f the national

• constitution, acknowledgmentsof this Kind were uia<ie by all
; the States. They are yet made by many of the States. And

in the actual administration of the national government the
principle is admitted. But the fu damental law of the nation,
the Constitution of the United States on which our govein-

5 ment rests, and according to which it is to be administered,.
tails to make, fully ana explicitly, any such acknowledgmenU-

1 This failure has lostered among us mischievous ideas like the
> following: The nation, as such, has no relation to God ; its
T authority has no higher source than the will of the people

government is instituted on y for the lower wants ot man ;
the state go. s beyond its sphere when it legislates religiously,

[ or legislates against profanity or Sabbath desecration. The
r National Association, which has been formed tor the purpose, of securing such an amendment to the Constitution as will

remedy this great defect, and indicate that, this is a Christian
nation, and place all Christian laws, institutions and usageB

' in our government on an undeniable legal basis in the fun-
) damental law of the nation—invites all American citizens
' who favor such an amendment, without distinction of party
| or creed, to meet in Thorns' Hall, Cincinnati, January 31
I 1872, at two o'clock p. m. William Stkong,

United States Supreme Court, Pres't National Association.
Vice-Presidents.—His Excellency, John \V. Geary, Gov-

| ernor of Pennsylvania; his Excellency, John W- Stewart,,
Governor of Vermont ; his Excellency, James M. Harvey,
Governor of Kansas ; the Hon. Marshall Jewell, ex-Governor
of Connecticut; the Hon. James Pollock, ex-Governor of Penn-

' sylvania ; the Hon William Murray, Supreme Court of N*-w
" York; Felix H. Brunot, E-q., Pittsburg, Pa.; George H.

Stuart, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa.; John Alexander, E>q., Phil-
adelphia, Pa ; Charles G. Nazro, Esq., Boston, Mass.; Thomas
W Bickuell, Commissioner of Public Schools, Rhode Island ;
James VV. T tylor, Esq., Newburg, N. Y , Professor Tayler
Lewie, LL. D., Union College, New York ; PiofeBSor Julius H.
Seelye, D. D., Amherst College Massachusetts; the Ri^hi Rev.
Charles P. MoT vaine, D. D . L L. 1)., Bishop of the Diocese
of Ohio ; the Rev A. A. Miner, D. D., President of Tufts'
College, Mass ; the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D. L>., Baltimore,
Md.; the Rev. J. H. Mcllvain<\ D. D., Newark, N.J.; Prof..
Stoddard, L L. D., Wooster University, Ohio; the Rev. M.
Simpson, D. D., B shop ot the Methodic t Epiut-opal Cnurch ;
• he Rev. J. Blanchard, D D , President of Wh eat-on College,
111 ; John S. Hard, L L D., Principal of State Normal School,
New Jersey; the Right Rev. John B Kerfoot, D. \).y Bishop
of the Diocese of Pittsburg; the Right R v. F. D. Huntington,
D. D. Bishop of the Diocese ot Central New York , the Kev. T.
L Cuyler, D D.. Brook'yn ; the Rev. Levi Seott. D L)., Bishop
of the M. E. Church, DeittWare.— Woodhull § Clojlin h Weekly.

Dr. Mary J. Walker attended the Woman's Suf-
frage Convention at Washington, earnest aud enthu-
siastic as ever.

Mis. Hattie J. French, trance, healing and test
medium, at Washington, is constantly employed
in her vocation, and with unquestionable success.
We had undoubted evidence of her pow rs a^ a test
medium, as we learned others had also that I ad
given her an opportunity to manifest them. She
gives lectures and tests, and describes spirit friends
of different ones in an audience, with good success.

*
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Victoria C. Woohull on Social Freedom.

Editors American Spiritualist ;
Mr Hudson Tuttle, iu his letter to >ou, on the sub-

ject of Victoria C. Woodhull and her Social Theories,
has, I submit to your judgment, clouded and pre-
judged the question at issue.

Mr. Hudson Tuttle is a capable mm, and, as I take
it, is a believer in Spiritualism. Victoria C. Wood-
hull has long been a Spiritualist, and has late
ly been elected to a very important and influential
position. I take it t hat, as a Spiritualist, Mr. Tuttle
believes in spirit teachings, utterances, and manilesta-
tions. Victoria C. Woodhull is a very remarkable
woman, if it be only that she has been lifted to an
elevated stand in the face of the world, and that she
has achieved her distinction certainly not by the usual
acts of popularity seekers, nor even by worldly assist-
ance, but in defiance of all opposition. I leave it to
those outside our faith to reconcile this contradiction.
Those within the faith will find no difficulty. Mrs.
Woodhull says of herself that her promptings come

ifrom above. I see nothing impossible in such a source
of inspiration. Mrs. Woodhull is consistent to her
profession in this one assertion—she does not work by
'ordinary means or in ordinary channels. I should
ihave expected an assault from without upon her claims
to spirit guidance and assistance. I am surprised at
;such an assault from one of ourselves. I am not a
'Greek scholar, as I presume Mr. Tuttle to be, from
Ihis comparison of her productions with those of the
igreat sage and orator, and I will not venture to justify
Mrs. Woodhuil's literary merits. But making all
allowance for the abstruse and difficult subjects with
vifeioh she deals, I v.enture to think her style good,
hern>easoning conclusive, and the whole matter made
clear to the intelligence of those who read with a
desire to understand. And if, as was once said by
one of the mightiest modern orators, eloquence con-
sists in "the right words at the right time," I don't
know that Demosthenes himself could exceed in the
fitness of the topics or the fitness of the hand ing, for
the people—the common people, of course. We are
mot all Hudson Tuttles. I do dare to think, how-
<ever, tha^ whether the subject be admirably or only
tolerably handled, it is in very bad taste for Mr.
Tuttle to throw discredit on Mrs. Woodhuil's asser-
tion of communion with the spirits, unless there be
the surest g< ounds for imputing to her imposition and
false pretence. This m itter has nothing to do, in
my estimation, with the soundness of her social
theories. In all time the revelations by the spirit
have come through human agency; it would have
been enough to have imputed error to the agent in
this case, without seeking to cast discredit on the
faith itself, in a reckless ambition to attrieve succe-s
in controversy. I regret this, but I hope your read-
ers wi 1 take it at its just value, as a mere lawyer's
artifice to multiply the issues and so to multiply his
chances of success. To seek success in any and
every way, may be sharp practice, but it is not sound
morality.

Free Love is not the most pleasant topic to handle.
Its advocates may, however, comfort themselves with
•the reflection that all creeds have their day of adver
isity. There was a time when Spiritualism was a
by-word and a reproach : even now it is
anything but a fragrance or a sweet odor in
the nostrils of not a few. I am not, myself
a Free Lover, at least not in the offensive
sense of the term. I am but a seeker after truth;
as such I profess my obligat on to Mrs. Woodhull for
bringing forward this question. It is said, and not
without show of reason, that there is vast practice
by society of free love in its broadest sig ification,
and that the ventilation of the matter is all the more
distasteful. Horace Greeley once sa d of the politi-
cal world (hat it was '• rotten from centre to circum-
ference," the words are strong, but they are far from
inapplicable to our social community. Infanticide,
foeticide, practice against healih and a long list of
objectionable conditions, stigmatized as abominably
immoral and improper, nevertheless, winkid at if
not connived with, by the seeming virtuous, are no-
torious social facts. The orthodox say such things
-are best passed over in discreet silence. Ignorance
is better than knowledge. Mrs. Woodhull thinks
such things are the fruit of an unphilosophical, of
a damnably false moral code; that truth never suf
f rs by discussion, and that the public injury is not
in stirring up a foul pool, but in allowing its exist-
tence, to poison the land with noisome exhalations
and fever breeding miasma. Stir it up, drain it off,
find out ils cause, stop the nuisance ! So says Mrs.
Woodhull. So say I. Mrs. Woodhull may not be
right in her plans. But let us ai least hear what
tLey are; and do not let us get frightened because

she calls a sten h, a stench, nor be shocked became
she proposes a piece of so i il engineering that beats
our experience. T iere must be a remedy for every
wrong. After all, even orthodoxy can be reassured,
when it remembers that there is no new thing un-
der the sun. Doubtless social evils have existed be-
f >re to-d iy ; doubtless also that there have been even
free love remedies, and at some p.ist time another,
an archetypal Mrs. Woodhull may have investigated
the cancer and proposed its extirpation. Perhaps,
eveu there was a Hudson Tuttle, of whom our friend
of to day is but the renewal, feeble and wordy, as
befits the degenerate days in which we have fallen.

Those who are so weak kneed as to take alarm and
to go into fits about names, and words, and shif ing
principles, know exceedingly little of history. Let
us pass over the holy book of India or of the Pa'sees,
and come to the Bible, the book of the orthodox
Christian. We all howl, and tear our hair, and throw
dust and ashes over our heads, because of polygamy
in Utah. And yet all the patriarchs and most of the
kings were polygamists. Nay more, the children of
polygamy were counted heirs of the kingdom. I am
not praising nor abetting polygamy, I simply wish to
say, " Possess your soals in patience Be not afraid."
Woodhull and l'uttle, Free love, polygamy, Spiritual-
ism and orthodoxy will all come out right. The world
moves.

Brother Tuttle begins by complaining that he does
not know what Mrs Woodhuil means by the word
Love. "Free" is less misty, but "Love" is a
stumbling-block. Happily, a few lines further on, he
gets out of the wood, and tells us himself that he has
found she means "s xual attraction;" her definition
of marriage is "sexually united, to be which, is to be
marries by nature, and to be thus married is to be
united by God." Thereupon Brother Tuttle infers
that the union of animals is marriage as well as the
union of man and woman. Why of course it is,
Brother ; you arc quite right—only with this qualifi-
cation, that animals have not all the faculties of man,
and, therefore, cannot make precisely the same mental
and instinctive arrangements. In degree, however, it
is the same. It is all God's work. This little com-
mencement, setting up a wind bag to knock it out of
time, is evidently for display. The serious business
is to come.

Mr. Tuttle charges that Mrs. Woodhuil's basis of
individual freedom is so broad that all allegiance to
the whole is lost. Speaking of religious treedom,
l>olitical free 'om, and social freedom, he refutes her
assumption thus:—"What those words mean is, that
the individual shall be protected in those rights which
do not conflict with the rights of others ; and that
government is the most 1ree which performs this task
the most perfectly."

If I were a grammarian, I might say ^something
about perfect, more perfect, and most perfect—how
anything can be more than | erfect, I leave to Mr.
Tuttle. But the sentence is remarkable in any wise. It is
in fact, a hynopsis of Mrs. Woodhuil's theory of gov-
ernment That is precisely the whole question.
The reconciliation of the rights of one with the
rights of another, so that each shall attain a full
measure of free action without clashing.

Mrs. Woodhuil's famous or infamous words, (the
terms are interchangeable,it all depends 011 the point
of view), " I am » Free Lover. I have an inalienable
constituiional and natural right to love whom I
may ; to love as long or as short a period as I can;
to change th t love every day, if I please; and
with that right, neither you nor any law you can
frame have any right to iuierfere.'' Her statement
here, if strictly construed, affirms only an a stract
r ght to individual treedom irrespective of interfer-
ence by a third outside person or power. It leaves
the rights and duties of the loving and loved intact.
Any other meaning is forced. But such and such
consequences will ensue from the recognition of.-ucu
a right! Not at all. Such and such consequences
Tfmy ensue, is a 1 that can be conectly predicated.
The consequences that may ensue from the misuse
of a right have nothing to do with the right A
favorite argument against Woman S iff rage is that
women will not use the suffrage, or will not use it
properly. That is their affair. That may be an ar-
gument for arbitrarily restraining the women from
exercising the light, Out it is no ground for denying
the right itself. Every citizen has a right to that
which is his own. A suitor in the courts has only
to establish that right, no one contravenes the right
on the pretense of its misapplication. Mrs. Wood-
hull's right cannot be invalidated by apprehensions
of a wrong use. The right may never be availed of;
considerations of expediency, of the higher duty of
self-sacrifice, in many ways may intercept the exer-

cise of the right. But obse've that the thesis con-
tains two propositions; the assertion of right itself,an 1 the denial of a third party's interference.

While Mr. Tuttle argues against Mrs. Woodhuil's
position, I perceive that he is strictly non-committalas to his own. She, at least, is strong enough to
propose an extreme remedy for existing imperfec-
tions ; he does not tell us whether he is content or
non content with things as they are. He only tells us
that marriage does not cause public prostitution. Mrs.
Woodhull, so far as 1 know, has not said that it does.
I infer that he objects to public prostitution. He
makes no mention of that other and far more exten-
sive and irremediable private prostitution, which is
one of the consequences of marriage for money, for
position, for a maintenance, and is the resultant of a
husband's legal control over his wife's person.

Mr. Tuttle says that" the filing of marriage articles
defining the nature of the contract, as recommended
by Mrs, Woodhull, would be a recognition of the
legal power to control marriage. I cannot see it.
That is a matter of convenience,for the determination
of matters outside the marriage relation itself.
Property succession and the like. As 1 and others,
with whom I have conversed, understand Mrs.
Woodhuil's position ; it is thus :

" Marriage as at present existent, fails to cure cer-
tain evils, and leads to much personal dissatisfac-
tion and misery.

Divorces are recognized not only by law, but in
religions creeds.

Marriage is a purely personal affair, except as re-
gards offspring. Like all other human institutions,
it has its moral duties.

Some religious sects consider it part of their creed.
The strictest of all, the Roman Catholic, while it af-
fects to control marriage as it does every other act
and condition of life, says that it is purer and better
to be celibate than married. Not saying much for
marriage. Father Hyacinthe said the reverse, but
that was one of his irregularities.

Other sects and the law recognize divorce, that is,
marriage is a legal, civil contract, and may be ter-
minated like other contracts on non performance of
its duties expressed or implied.

Mrs. Woodhull goes a step beyond, and says, mar-
riage should be free of legal or social interference : it
should be a matter between the contracting parties—
and them only. No one else has anything to do with
it. It is a partnership founded on various motives,
whether for one year, for seven years, or for life, is
the business of the parties. But either is equally re-
spectable. Mrs. Woodhull expressly disclaims all idea
of promiscuity and upholds monogamy. If, therefore,
under her system, men or women violate her principle,
they will do precisely as they do now, with less ex-
cuse. Now they are tied—then they will be free.
Mr. Tuttle and the objectors urge, Free Love will lead
to license. Mrs. Woodhull replies, All the lawyers
and all the preachers fail in preventing licentiousness
now. Free politics, free speech, free religion work
better lhan the old despotisms and tyrannies. Why
not try free love ? As for the possible injury to
woman, she cannot well be worse off than she is now.
Does any woman of common sense believe that any
single man is chaste or that any married man keeps
himself pure and unspotted as he expects his wife to
be? Now, if a woman or a man have made a bad
bargain, there is no way out except by wrong doing—
making bad worse. 'I hen the evil will cure itself.
"But the children ?' inter upts Brother Tuttle. "Yes,

that sso. " The children," say I and other bystanders.
"The children," answers Mrs. Woodhull, "yes, the

children 1 Well, just now we have children difficul-
ties, too. A virtuous woman and a good mother has
no right to the children, has she ? The law turns
them over to the man who may be the greatest scoun-
drel unhanged. Otherwise there are many abominable
devices for preventing offspring. This, too, in spite
of preachers and lawyers. It could not well be worse
if love were matters of free contract and not of legal
and social compulsion. There may be ways of pro-
viding for children should their natural protectors re-
fuse to provide for them. Society does something of
the kind now—Foundling Hospitals, Childrens' Emi-
grant Societies, Common Schools, and so forth."

And now, Messrs. Editors, pleace accept my apolo-
gies for thus trespassing on your space. 1 find in Mrs.
Woodhuil's suggestions much that calls lor deep
thought, though I am not prepared to follow her lead
just yet. I am annoyed to see a writer only state as
much of his opponent's case as he thinks fit, and that
opponent a woman who is in earnest, and I wish to
put the matter as I honestly understand it.

Respectfully,
Cleveland, 0., January 1872. Stella.
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4  THE SPIRITUALIST.
Something About Fishing.

BY JOHN 'WETHEitBEE.

In a late article in the Banner of Light, I said,
" The investigation of Modern Spiritualism is like
catching fish; one man goes to a pond or a river,
casts in his line, gets no bites, catches no fish, goes
home with an empty basket, says fishing is dull busi-
ness ; and the cynic is right in defining fishing, as a
man holding a line in the water with a worm on one
end and a fool on the other. Another man goes to
the same place or another, that makes no difference,
and catches a fish right off, then another, follows it
up, has some lean periods, but succeeds well upon the
whole, goes home with his basket of fish, says fishing
is jolly fun, and likes it. Now, why this difference?
It may be in the bait, it may be in the man himself,
it may be in the disposition of the fish." The ques-
tion is hard to answer, but as I have already said, it
is exactly so with those who investigate spiritual man-
ifestations.

Taking this piscatory illustration for my text, I
will follow the thought, saying first, that it was my
good fortune to catch a good fish the first time I tried
which encouraged me through many a lean period
spent in the business ; for, remembering the big fish
I onoe caught, I persevered, and great, from time to
time, has been my reward.

I find a great many men who need this knowledge
for their happiness as much as I do, and some of them
more worthy, it would seem to me, of the spirit's at-
tention, and who, though trying, do not receive satisfac-
tion. I sometimes think there is an election in this
ism as there is said to be in Calvinism; some are born
to get the evidence, some are born not to. How glad
I am, then, that I am one of the elect.

I lately arranged for a sitting for a friend with a
popular medium through whom I bad received some
good tests, and it amounted to nothing. The man
my friend, was not only disappointed, but wondered
very much how people, even sensible people, (I nod-
ded, as lie referred to me) could spend so much time
for so little, and that little so poor. That man, you
see, caught no fish, and I must say, if my experience
did not cover a great many better results than that
sitting, I probably should feel as my friend did, but,
as I said, I caught a big fish the first time I tried, so
I stick. Perhaps I cannot do better than tell this
experience which is by no means a fish story, notwith-
standing my text and illustration, and thus encourage
others who have not been as successful. I did some
fishing afterwards which, if it had been my first ex-
perience, I am afraid, I should have gone back dis-
couraged, I never can now, for I know it will reward
one as it has me, by following it up.

After my little girl, of about six years of age, had
been called to the summer-land, the mother " catching
at straws

"
for comfort, had gone, by some one's sug-

gestion, to have a sitting with a medium, and getting
somewhat interested, went to several, and for a while
quite often. She said occasionally to me, "John, I
wish you would go with me and see what you think
of it," and I replied " sweetheart, my little girl, if it
be her, which I doubt, knows what message to send
me, and when she sends it I will go with you and tell
you what I think of it."

The facts were these, I had noticed that sweetheart
was getting somewhat interested, and though 1 had
no faith, I did not dislike the attention, for it seemed
an innocent amusement and helped make her cheerful.
One day, while all alone in the house and sitting in
the library, my eye fell on the old time honored bible
which had and has a conspicuous place in my study,
and remembering when I was a little boy no bigger
than the little girl just " over the river," how service-
able it was to me, at meal-times, making my chair just
high enough to feed conveniently; and with the
thought came old familar faces, and getting naturally
sentimental, I began to think why it might not be a

reality that some of these old souls were not in the
room, and whether it might not possibly be true that
they might see us and even communicate with us.
These were simply musings. I would not have said
to any one that I thought so ; but to myself I did
think so, and, of course, the latest lost and most loved
was the little girl of whom I have spoken ; so I said,
audibly, " Hattie, if you ever do come to your mother
when she sits with a medium expectant, I want you to
send me this message, UE pluribus tmum." A feeling
came over me that perhaps spirits could see better
than they could hear (you see, I was very green then)
so I wrote it also plainly, almost printed it, and locked
it up in my desk. Of course, the message was not
" E pluribus #»»,"—I only call it so in this article.
The one I wrote was very peculiar and one that would
have no definite meaning outside of my family, and
none in it, had it not been drafted into chamber serv-
ice for a special significance ; but as I cannot with
propriety write it here, I use l'E pluribus unum " for
a substitute, so that I give my experience smoothly.

Now, one will know why I said to sweetheart,
" Hattie knows what message to send to her father,"
no one knew what message I had in my mind,
for I had mentioned the fact to none. A few days
after this, when sweetheart was sitting with a medium,
it was rapped out (after some other spirits had been
communicating) the words, " Hattie is here." Sweet-
heart then said, " Hattie, have you got any message
for your father ? the three raps in reply signified yes,
and noting the raps by the alphabet, a friend holding
the pencil and writing down the letters, they read, "E
pluribus unum." Sweetheart was astonished, as any
one would be, for the message (which I only call " E
pluribus unum,") was not a suitable one for polite ears
or eyes, but was full of meaning to her and me. There
could not be a better test given, and one will see there
could be no mind reading, for no one present
knew the circumstances that occurred in my library.

Not to be too tedious in this narration, I will simply
say when I came home that day, sweetheart, handing
me a paper, said, " John, our little girl sends you this
message." As I have already intimated, it was the mes-
sage I asked for, of the circumambient air or of the
invisibles, if any, that might be present, and what I
had written on the paper, then locked up in my desk,
verbatim et literatim. I need not '•.ell the experience
that followed this. I looked into the subject as I told
sweetheart I would, if my little girl responded to my
wish, and I can only say it was perfectly satisfactory.
It was the big fish that I referred to at the commence-
ment of this article. There is no satisfactory or even
possible explanation, how that intricate message could
be given as it was, except in the way usually claimed
and which I accept, and I should be doing injustice
to my intelligence or commorf sense for one moment
to doubt, that that wish of mine was heard or read by
the invisibles in my presence at the time, and who
sent the message in response.

This was fourteen or fifteen years ago. I have had
since a great many other evidences of the truth that
spirits are human and conscious existences, and I am
very happy in my knowledge of the life that follows
this.

But I must not make too long a story. This early
leaf of my experience will define where I stand. I am
not unmindful that, in the pursuit of this subject, one
finds an ocean of sac for a little bread, but where else
can one find any bread at all ? Not in the bible, un-
less Modern Spiritualism holds the light; not from
the pulpits of the land on the point of a future life,
for they are flat, stale and unprofitable to a man so
little or much, that is ajl there is, and I am thankful
for that.

When I say, there is much sac and little bread, I
am only acquiescing with the experience of many, or'at
least of some, but really speaking for myself. I find
no fault, for I think I have had my full share of bread, ,
and yet, like Oliver Twist, " I ask for more."

Olive Logan on Woman Suffrage.
BY II. F. M. BROWN.

Mrs. Olive Logan, in a letter to the New York
Tribune, writes:

"The subject of woman's enfranchisement has become so
loaded with obnoxious features tlrnt what once seemed a fair
protest against tyranny—taxation without representation is
now becoming a nuisance. It is also becoming a nuisance to
me, and I am resolved to confine myself in future to a lino of
remarks which have done more toward winning me such
fame and fortune as I possess, than anything 1 have said
about sutfrage. Unclean hands liavo been laid upon it let
it go."

Mrs. Logan has the right to withhold her helping
hands and to stand idle and silent, while brave
souls arouse the sleepy world to battle for justice.
She knows her worth and her weakness. If she
does not care for the ballot and lias not strength to
struggle for the right, beside some unfortunate
woman, why, let her take refuge in some quiet
haven. If " fame and fortune" is the prize
we seek, other workers, (he boldest and best,
may throw down the oars and drift with wind and
tide. The call is not for favor and fortune-seekers,
but for earnest innovators who do and dare all for
justice's own sake. The new evangels are the rough
hewers ; they can well afford to work and wait.

" God's prophets before their scoracrs
Stand resolute and dumb !

But a thousand years of silenco
And the world fall to adore,

And kiss the feet of martyrs
It crucified before I "

But I object to Mrs. Logan's stigmatizing the suf-
frage movement as a " nuisance," and her remarks
about " unclean hands " is not modest. Has it been
heretofore her good fortune to work with " clean-
handed " people ? Has not she mixed aud mingled
in her various professions with men and women of
all castes ? And has not Mrs. Logan passed thremgif^*
dark places and suffered shipwreck ? Does she com-
plain of the roues, the drinkers, the gamblers, the
men who are morally bankrupt? Would she turn
from the ballot-box because they are there ? Sup-*
posing the leaders in the suffrage movement to bet
" unclean," what of it? Shall I be silent becaueel
my outlawed sister asks heaven's pity ? Shall, I
fold my hands because a weaker than I outreaches
her helpless hands to the angels, asking aid ? Are
we sure these branded women are indeed defiled ?
Are the world's judgments always just?

Mrs. Victoria C. Woodhull has been the great,
bugbear. Those who know best regard her as a
white soul who walks among the angels, a woman
who has been consecrated at God's own shrine, and
sent forth, with a sweet benediction, to prepare the
way for the coming of Justice, Mercy, Love, Charity.
We wait in faith and hope for the good time when
woman will scorn to defame a woman.

Chicago, III.

The only two Spiritualistic papers that give weekly
answers and communications from the spirit-world,
are the Banner of Light, and the Medium and
Daybreak, published by James Burns, of London,
J. J. Morse is the medium.

Q. Have the souls of the departed any kind of bodies ?
A. Matter is the servant of intelligence. The expression of
intelligence is dependent upon organism. Immortality is
rational, which necessitates for the everlasting intelligenco
the only methods whereby we are consciousof its existence,
namely, an organism.

Q. Do the spirits of departed friends recognize each other
in the spirit-worlil 1 A. Memory is a function of the ever-
lasting mind, but its activity is controlled by circumstances,
most prominent among which we find necessity and love.
Loving our friends causes an excitation of memory, and bear-
ing in mind our previous answer we shall sec tbiit recogni-
tion is a necessary sequence.

Q. Is the soul conscious of pre-cxistence in any body pre-
vious to its birth here ? A. At a_certain period of its exist-
ence the many phases of its pre-human exi-leinc will I-conic
part of its consciousness.

«
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Spiritualism and the British Savans.

BY J. S. PATTERSON.

[Concluded.]
J lie opening address of Prof. Allen Thomson, Pres-

ident of the Biological Section, was for the most part
a ^ery excellent one indeed; but in regard to Spiritu-
alism, we think lie ventures rather far out to sea. He
regrets "that a few men of acknowledged reputation in
some departments of science have lent their names and
surrendered their judgment,'to the countenance and at-
tempted authentication of the foolish dreams of the
piactitioners of Spiritualism, and similar chimerical
hypotheses." He thinks it surprising that persons,
otherwise appearing to be within the bound of sanity,
should entertain a confirmed belief in the possibility
of phenomena, which, while they are at variance with
the best established physical laws, have never been
brought under proof by the evidence of the senses, and
aie opposed to the dictates of sound judgment. He
thinks the charge made against scientific men, that they

, have not investigated the facts of Spiritualism with thor-
oughness and candor, is not true. He claims to have
done so himself, and he refers in this connection to
Faiady and Sharpey. He concludes as follows :

The phenomena to which 1 have at present referred, are, in
great part, dependent upon natural principles of ^he human
mind, placed, as it would appear, in dangerous alliance with
certain tendencies of the nervous system. They ought not to be
worked upon without the greatest caution ; they can only be
fully understood by the accomplished physiologist who is also
conversant with healthy and morbid psychology. The expe-
rience of the last hundred years tends to show that while
there are always to be found persons peculiarly liable to ex-
hibit the phenomena in question, there will also exist a cer- '

tain number of minds prone to adopt a belief in the marvel- i
ous and striking, in preference to that which is easily under- ]
stood and patent to the senses; but it may be confidently ex- j
pec-ted

that the diffusion of a fuller and more accurate knowl- ^edge of vital phenomena among the non-scientific classes of the
community, may lead to a juster appreciation of the phenom- '

ena in question, and a reduction of the number among them 1
who are believers in scientific impossibilities. i

Since the meeting of the British Association Mr. 1
Crookes has replied to his critics and published an ac- ]
/•Q.unt of other experimeats in the "Quarterly Journal c
of Science." The medium's hands were made to com- '

munieate with the spring balance by means of water in £

a vessel, placed on the board which is attached to the ^
balance ; still the force acted as when the hands touch- s
ed the board.

The argument of the Physicists and Biologists, that t
these phenomena are contrary to the laws of nature, f
and impossible, is no argument at all. If the phe- i
nomena were encountered in the every day experience a
of life, they would appear to be very natural, however
difficult to account for. The ordinary manifestations 1

of mind, we cannot explain, but tbey do not tax our e
credulity, we are so used to them. The natural forces i
often antagonize each other. Gravitation, a primary c
force of matter, draws substances towards the center of i
the earth; capillary attraction, another primary force, t
will draw fluids in precisely the opposite direction, c

Magnetism, a secondary property of matter, will t
successfully antagonize gravitation and set up motion 1

against it. "We see no scientific difficulty in admit- §
ting the facts of Mr. Crookes experiments. The great c
difficulty for a mind of ordinary make, is to know a
really what causes the phenomena in question. This is i

not so easily determined as some suppose. t
Mr. Crookes does not commit himself to the spirit- s

ual theory, though it is probably quite generally an- s

ticipated that he will eventually take that view of it. 1
— •»«   c

The action of the Police Commissioners of New
York, in prohibiting the members of the International
Society from commemorating the death of some of
their number by a general procession through the
streets on Sunday, was in the interest of Catholicism,
which is determined to crush, wherever it can, the
principles which find expression in this Workingmen's
Association,

Shall we Form Alliances with the Liberal Sects?
BY J. O. BARRETT.

This seems to be a mooted policy with some—with
others an alarming apprehension.

Things that are old and dying cling to the fresh
and vital for a longer breath. The decaying chestnut

, will send its root far off to sip up nutrition. So, in
human relations, there is a dread of dissolution. The
surest sign of their decay is when they put forth extra
effort to survive. The church, for instance, compro-
mised with Slavery for power, and Slavery, like a
serpent, warmed in its bosom, deservingly stung the
church to its very heart, the poison of which is still
there.

What of the "situation " religiously? The spirit-
ual gifts that gave rise to the church primitive, have
been ignored and been smothered within its so-called
" consecrated sanctuaries," and the church is and has
been inspirationally dead for the last century. In our
time, by a mighty force, not our own, those gifts have
been planted again where they can thrive^-in souls
outside of the church. There they have gathered
strength, till the name they bear—the beautiful name
of Spiritualism—is becoming respectable, and the in-
fluence they exert is potent beyond all first anticipa-
tions. The truth is palpable and scarcely needs ar-
gument to defend it—that it is the mightiest religious
power in the world. Both Protestant and Catholic
churches feel it, and begin to acknowledge it.

Now, what ? Why, the angel they scorned and pro-
nounced a "prostitute," a "demon," they begin to
notice, and wish to hail as a sister whom they are quite
willing to take into their sectarian home ! Let her go
there to instruct, but not to stay too long, for pro-
longed association with the dead entombs the soul's
intuitions. We are not willing she should betroth
the church. Incongruous and unnatural marriages are
humanity's greatest blunders and sources of the direst
miseries. When Spiritualism is churchized, then get
ready for an imposing funeral ! It is crystalized when
banded with creeds and ordinances. Is there any
proof of this ? Ask the spiritually dead in the
church. Ask those once zealous Spiritualists who, for
" messes of pottage " fell back into her voluptuous
arms, seduced by her wile?, prostituted by her social
vices, till service to the " lusts of the flesh " blasted
all mediumship and quenched all angel light.

Spiritualism best thrives when its circles are sus-
tained by the moral and intellectual vitality of its pro-
fessed supporters ; best acknowledged a power when
it challenges others in the contest for primogeniture
and right of position as spirit-born and spirit-guided.

Spiritualism dates in the laws of spirit-life, in the
natural relations between spirit and its phenomenal
embodiments or "manifestations.'' Spirit is its centre,
its fountain, its causation. The oracles are the in-
cidents of such forces, the signs and the proofs of
immortality ; they bridge us over to the other side,
they link angel and rnortai in fellowship, they are to
our religion what the body is to its producing soul,
they are the practical outgrowth of angel-ministry to
keep fresh our hopes, to bud immortal beauty on the
graves of the dead. Cutting off this resource of phil-
osophy, light, and joy, would be as disastrous to man
as the extinction of sunlight from the earth. A church
relation is such extinguishment. Denying freedom,
there is not room for higher thought; tied to creeds
and popularized dogmas, there is no soul under its
silks—only an automatic mummy ; catering to sense-
less fashion, gambling with anointed political and so-
cial monopolies for power, its spirit is undemocratic
and antagonistic with birthright-liberty, and is there-
fore a dead weight dragged all over the land.

In heaven's name, what is the gain of forming an
alliance with such an institution ? What the profit
to mind, to soul, to human interests, in any possible
direction ? The sequence is death—spiritual death—
the midnight, the eclipse of faith, the blight and utter
ruin of the dearest consolations in human experience.

The plea is often made with the weak-kneed and
time-serving neophants of Spiritualism, that the

Liberal ( hristian Churches,'' such as the Universal-
lst and Unitarian, are not open to our serious oharge,
that they are free-minded and progressive. From the
heart, I wish, in justice, this claim was true. Let
facts be told. The effort of such churches to be
ecclesiastic, fellowshiped by the orthodox, prompts
them to excessive, suspicious watchfulness over their
flocks, lest they be tainted with unpopular heresies.
When a church is jealous lest it fail of Christian
recognition, and is continually prating about its lib-
erality lest freethinkers may not notice it, be sure it
is clannish, sectarian and bigoted to the very core.
The orthodox churches to-day have more of medium-
istic life and breadth of liberal feeling than the so-called
" Liberal Christian church ! " There is a warmth of
soul in devotion that schools to mediumship, in ortho-
dox circles not found in the cold metaphysics of
Unitarianism or the thread-bare doctrines of Universal-
ism. The artificial heat of the one and the prismatic
icebergs of the other are poor shifts for a Spiritualist
to make.

Let us aim at a liberality that is protective to the
principles we profess. Let us be charitable to all wor-
shipers without the personal guilt of denying our own
faith, so essential to others' good. Let us be generous-
hearted, but maintain a dignity ot position, winning
respect by fidelity to what we know is true. Let us
make Spiritualism a distinct religion, as its genius is,
the angel's channel of spiritual life to our sick and
dying hopes, and humanity's boon of consolation.

Glen Beulah, Wis., December, 1871.
 .

Wendell Phillips and Anna Dickinson Contrasted.
A Philadelphia correspondent of the National

Standard thus writes about two lectures, recently de-
livered in that city before the Star Course, each from
the above named parties, on the general subject of
Political Reform. Of Mr. Phillips he remarks:

The lecture embraced the speaker's best thoughts on the
labor question,-and was mainly devoted to a consideration
of this great perplexing, enigmatic theme, which promises to
overshadow every other in the reformer's domain.

Miss Dickinsons's lecture in this course comprised an ex-
ploration in the same broad field, that seemed largely to par-
take of the character of a patch-work of mere criticism. It
was showy, attractive, and even dazzling, but it betrayed a
poverty of substance and lack of genuine texture that be-
comes very perceptible by comparison with the remarkable
affluence of thought with which Mr. Phillips so eloquently
invested the subject. Conspicuous in her lecture was a shift-
less groping about in pursuit of defects in his philosophy.
Each discovery, whether real or fancied, was attended with
an attack whose captiousness was more palpable than its force
or skill. How feeble now seem those valiant strokes, even
when aimed at the most vulnerable point'.!

Mr. Phillips sets people to thinking. That is a high
merit for any lecture to possess. No one expects all to agree
with every suggestion he makes, or every opinion he utters.
It is natural for people to shrink from many of the proposi-

tions launched from the lips of such a radical thinker. But

some of these ideas, conclusions and monitions are pure gold.
Because others are not accepted, it is no evidence that they
are not right; it is no reason why their practical application
would not be good. To some minds he seems unnecessarily
extreme in his positions and extravagant in his enunciations ;

but it is the prerogative of such a head and front in the arena

of reform to be far in the advance, and essential that he

should keep several paces forward in order to woo the multi-
tude even a single step in his direction. . . .

The grandeur of the lecture was in the motive behind and
the object beyond. It was moved by the broadest humanity,
and it aimed at the highest benevolence. Justice was de-
manded for the laborer—justice, better compensation for his
toil, a position that would ensure to his life more of the joy-
ous and less of the harrassing, and a share of the higher op-
portunities that bless those who command them. So close
the laborer often is to want and poverty, so near lie these to

the borders of misery and degradation, and they to the verge

of temptation, vice and crime, that the question how best and

most efficiently to aid and befriend the laboring classes, be-

comes one of the most serious importance, Wendell Phillips

is the master spirit in search of the key to the problem that

this momentous question presents. Its solution involves the

highest welfare of the community. Statesmen, politicians,
reformers and philanthropists should give reverent heed to
its appeal for their wisest counsel?, profotipdest reflections,
and most judicious action,

0
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NEW YEAR'S EVE, 1871.
BY JiHZ BENIKB.

Before the rising of the 6un
The old year's requiem will be sung,
The last of eighteen seventy-one!

Thus do the seasons glide away,
By easy stages day by day,
December's cold and sunny May.

Pause we a moment on the brink
Of the yet unsevered link ;
Pause we to question and to think 1

What of the joys, the hopes and fears
That follow in the track of yeara,
Of which no record now appear s ?

What of those Summer lands that lie
Beyond our little range of sky,
Yet all obscure to mortal eye ?

And those dear faces that no moTe
Smile on us, as in days of yore,
Whose absence we so much deplore ?

The winsome child, the gray-haired sire.
All that we love and most desire,
Where are they, I would enquire?

Gone to the long, long list of ages
That have no place on history's pages,
Unknown to patriarchs and sages.

Gone with the joys that childhood knew,
Goni with the loving and the true,
Whose days on earth were all too few.

My soul's responses answer no !
The centuries may come and go,
Their de3tiny we yet shall know.

Upon Time's verge to night we stand,
With hfe and death on either hand,
Waiting the magician'B wand.

A moment and thy course is run,
A thousand church bells will have rung
The death of eizhteen seventv-onel

But every throb and throe of thine
Will thrill to the remotest lime,
And pulsate with a power sublime 1

Silently with pen in hand
I recited the magician's wand,
But nothing could I understand.

And peering out into the night
My eyes beheld another sight,
A vision olad in vestal white.

Upon her forehead did appear.
In golden letters bright and clear,

"Weloome in the new born year."

But a dark shadow haunted me
That would not from my presence flee,
And yet no spectre could I see.
The stillness was broken by a sound
That seemed to fill the space around,
Its tone and depth was so profouud I

These words were given unto me
"Thy soul has solved the mystery,

That which is, will always be."
"There is no beginning and no end,

Lite aod death together blend,
Each on the other must depend."

II The friends long lost return again j
Tbey have the power to stay and stem
The waves that roll twixt thee and them.

"Their hands grasp thine, their faces glow
With smiles as in the 1 long ago,'
Their tears in sympathy still flow."
The moonlight bight and tighter grew,
And all its tender witchery threw
On the fair form of seventy-two !

Mediumship.
To the friends in the Spiritualistic faith and the general

public.—Having attested the mediumship of our brother
worker, K. M. Sherman, through a most thorough and rigid
investigation, and being fully convinced of his honesty and
the genuineness of the manifestations, as given through him,
1 do most cheerfully recommend him to such as may be de-
sirous of witnessing the basic and scientific phases of Spirit-
ualism, as one among the best for physical demonstrations
and tests, it has been my fortune to me"ctr and believe thatl
while he would exteud a most candid and cordial opportunity
to courteous investigation, he will as truly appreciate anykindness or hospitality extended. AddieL, Bailou.
— Qordington Jitpubltcan.

PHENOMENAL SPIRITUALISM.

Epistolary Correspondence with Spirits.
The pleasant evenings spent with our brother, J. M

Peebles, at the harmonious and spirit-blessed circle, held by

our devoted friends Mr. and Mrs. Everitt, of London, will not

soon be forgotten by those who had the good fortune to take

part therein. The greater number of these meetings were re-

ported in Human Nature, and in vol. IV., p. 220, is a very

characteristic account of a seance, at which direct writing

was obtained in an incredibly short space of time, and a

lithographic facsimile of the writing accompanies the printed

narrative of the circumstances. These writings always con-

sisted of matter wh>ch was quite foreign to the minds of

those present, including the medium. In Mr. Peebles' pres-

ence, extracts from ancient history and metaphysical subjects

were chiefly communicated; and within thelast twelve months,
we understand, Mr. Everitt has received a series of valuable
essays on religious subjects. The time has not arrived for
them to be given to the world, but when it does, no doubt
these pages will be read with pleasure.

Modern Spiritualism reveals one strange fact, namely, that

all radical religious reformers, of whatever age of the world's
history, work together in fraternal amity. This will aston-
ish those who suppose that the apostles would be among the

patrons of the religion taught in modern churches, and that
ihe "church fathers " would Hill be found on the side of
church dogmas. Such is not the case. On the other hand,
these glorious pioneers of human freedom in the past still
inspire the champioqs of religious liberty in the present; and
those who are commonly supposed to be the founders of the
Christian religion, are at Lit is day busily inspiring those who
are doing allin their power to supplant it by a better system.
Nor need this be wondered at. The religious heroes of the
past were engaged in the same war against creedal conserva-
tism and hypooritical form, as occupies the ur.popular, because
uncompromising Spiritualists of the present age. Hence there
is a parallel between the outspok. n unorthodox Spiritualist
of 1871 and his Judean brother of the y ar 31. t^uch holy
sympathies, extending over a time-chasm of eighteen and a
half centuries, is notably exemplified in the case of our dear
brother Peebles, whose biography, just published, tes-
tifies to the close alliance between his labors and the celestial
sympathies of the "beloved John," No one hits harder
blows against "Christianity" than Peebles—and who dare
question that in his doing so, he is not walking closely in the
footsteps of those whom Christians pretend to hold in sacred
reverei.ee?

It has always heen observed that Mr Peebles is attended
by those ancient spirit-forms and such was the case at Mr.
Everitt s circle. The deep sympathy entertained for the
spiritual pilgrims of Asia Minor, and even reverence for the
ground on which they trod, brought to these meetings in-
formation descriptive of past events in the history of the
holy places of the East; and though the matter communicated
might not be in all cases either original or exhaustive, yet it
indicated the tendency in operation.

After his return to America, in accordance with a promise
made to "John Watt," the spirit-friend, who speaks in an
audible voice, through Mrs, Everitt's mediumship, Mr.
Peebles wrote the following letter, addressed to that spirit,
care of Mr. Everitt:

Earth-Life, Chicago, III., Sept. 12, 1870.
To John Watt, in the Summer-laud.

Brother Immortal—If memory serves me, I promised to
write you after reaching America. Delay is not necessarily
neglect. In the press of business, home matters, and lecture
engagements, I have found no spare time till the present.
Disrobed of mortality and measuring your lives by the Kood
y<.u do, time in your sphere of existeuce can be little more,
I suppose, than a meaningless term. Though failing to write
1 have not failed frequently to indulge in sweet a d pleasur-
able remembrances of you, de^r John, and of others in spirit
l'fe with whom I held delightful conversations ; neither have
I forgotten those good friends in London and the provinces
who cordially welcomed me to their homes and hearts. These
memories will ever linger as sunny spots along the shaded
walks of a pilgrim's pathway. Beautiful are these emotions
bubbling up from the fountain of unselfish friendship ! Is
not such friendship, is not such soul-sympathy a bud on earth
to unfold and bloom for ever in the heavens ?

Do you remember our theological sparring and metaphys-
ical fencing concerning the mediatorial office-work of Jesus'?
Such interviews and interchanging of opinions are spiritually

| profitable when the disputants seek the elucidation of truth
rather than victory. Tho Israelitish prophet exclaimed:

j " Come, ana let us reason together," and Jesus said ; " Yea,
, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right."

In such major matters as the following we perfectly agree:
God is love, governing the universe byfixedand established '

laws.

Man is a moral actor, an accouctabU being, ?awardable forr
his virtues and punishabl- for his vices.

That the conaition, termed heaven, is attained in ao world;.
only through purity of lite and holiness of heart.

lhat spirit-communionunder the providence of God ptnof--
only a demonstrated fact but a powerful incentive to living a*,

calm, true, and Ctirist-like life.
That progress and spiritual growth pertain to all worlds.

But whether agreeing or differing, our aims, our purposes,
>md our heart sympathies are one—the perfecting of ourselves
and all the conscious intelligences of " our Father who is in
Heaven."

Since my return to America I have been exceedingly busy .
writing, lecturing Sundays, and attending grove meetings: -

You are equally active in those higher spheres of existence .
In a coming golden future I hope to join you. It is my
great aim at present to be an instrument of harm, nizing the
different schools of Spiritualists. Our public assemblies lack-
order, enthusiasm, and devotion, and tar too many lack re-
ligious culture. Oh, how my soul loves harmony, devotion,
and consecration to the truth.

Permit me to ask you the following questions :

1. Have you met and conversed with spirits that teach in-
carnation ?

2. If so, are they ancient or modern spirits?
3. Do they teach it as a theory or as a matter of facj o£

which they are conscious ?
4. Is this spiritual movementin Americaand Englandmeet-

ing the expectations of those parliaments of spirits that
inaugurated it ?

Please remember me most kindly and cordially to ysar
band of spirits and all others. Most sincerely thine for tha.
good and the true. J. M. Peebles.

This letter did not meet with an immediate response fromi
the spirit. The cause of delay is not explained, butat aoircle-
held at Mr. Everitt's, on the evt ning of October 11, 18W, the;

lollowing answer was obtained iu direct spirit-writing ire the.?
short space of seven seconds :

Dear Brother Peebles—Sometime back you wished me to
answer you some questions. I will now take the opportunity
of doing so. First, I have not met with spirits who teach
re-incarnation, nor am I likely to meet with them in our
sphere. Second, what \ ou are doing in America I am not
so well acquainted with, therefore cannot say if the m-ove-
ment is meeting the expectations of those bands of spirits

who organized it; but here in England it is doing a quietbut
steady work, and will no doubt roll quietly on until a full
burst of triumphant victory will proclaim to all the world!
that man is an immortal, and that, give him but the con-,
dttions. and he will return again Iff the earth to prove it„^
Wishing you God speed in your work. Fraternally thine,

John Watt.
The persons present at the seance were: T. Walmer, 11

John Street, America Square, E C.; HampdenWells, 5 Myd-
dleton Place, [faddler's Wells, E. C.; C. W. Pearce, 6 Cam-
bridge toad, Kilburn. N. W. ; F' Everitt, 26 Penton Street,
Pentonville ; Thomas Everitt; Mary Ann Everitt.

These persons have subscribed their names to the document^
testifying to the mode in which the writing was produced.
Respecting this, a few words may not be out of place here.
We have been frequently present when direct writing was*
given by the spirits. The writing generally occurs some time-
after ttie circle is constituted, aud when the peculiar con-
ditions necessary have been produced. Marked paper and!
pencils are put on the table and the company sit ruUDd in<
quiet harmony or pleasant conversation Soon after the I ght
h is been extinguished a peculiar ticking sound is heard which
continues while the writing is being given. The duration o£
this sound is timed by counting, and ou its cessation a light,
is immediately struck when the piece of writing is found on
the table. Va>ioua speculations have been entertained by-
clairvoyants and others as to the method by which the wri-
ting is produced. It has been supposed thai the substance of
the pencil i« transferred in some peculiar way to the paper,,
like an electro deposit, because there would not be time to rub,
the point of the pencil mechanically over the writing in the>.
very short time allowed.

One evening a curious fact occurred which may prove sug-
gestive. The pencil had ' been imperfectly pointed, and a
little niche in the lead caused the pencil to write in double
l-.ne, and this double writing wis found in several parts of the
communication. This indicated that the point of the pencil
had been applied to the paper in the otdinary way, and had
been moved round as the writing proceeded.

These phenomena are of surpassing interest, and the bot-
tom of their meaning has not in all respects yet been fathom-
ed. In the future there is an age of work for those who
continue to prosecute this investigation. The modern and
familiar spirits who communicate at the circle, ean give but
little explanation. It appeals that there are distinct orders1
of spirits, each of whom perform those duties at the spirit-
circle which their degree of development and scientific
acquisitions assign them. Hence, the every-day spirits of
yesterday, who reflect back modern thoughts and eveiy-day
opinions, know as little of the sages and saints of antiquity
as the "dwellers on the footetool." Verily, many o' the
communicating spirits are but "dwellers on the threshold."
It takes a grand purpose to magnetically attract a gra d
spirit, and when the event does occur, the stupid. blind World

| cannot understand it.—From Human Nature, London.
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Mrs. Woodhull in Boston.

BY A LADY RESIDENT.

Music Hall, Boston, the largest and most elegant-
ly furnished resort in this or any other city in the
Union, was thronged on the evening of Wednesday,
the 14th instant, by an eagor and expectant audience
to hear Mrs. Wood hull's first lecture from the plat-
form of this renowned temple of our modern Athens.
Her subject was on " Social Freedom," than which
nothing is more tabooed by the fashionable world,
and none concerning which it needs more enlighten
iment. Having heard so much of this famous woman
through the press, I confess to a woman's desire to
see and hear her for myself and to judge her as I
would wish to be judged ; and also to witness how a
Boston audience would receive so pronounced a radi-
cal in mat ers of social reform. It was my good for-
tune to obtain a seat upon the platform and close to
the speaker. Precisely at 7:30 she appeared with
Mr. John Wetherbee, formerly President of the
Parker Fraternity, who after briefly alluding to his
•cord al sympathy with the sentiments of the dis
tin_!uished lady, introduced her by name to the
waiting throng. She arose, stepped forward, laid
her manuscript on the desk, and for a moment
glanced around upon the vast sea of fa'ces that met
h.er own.

Never did T see an audience, at opera or theatre,
anore anxious to witness the first appearance of anew
•"star'' in the histrionic or musical heavens, than were
this audience to obtain a good sight of the face and
form of Mrs. Woodhull.

It is but natural to form some notion respecting
those whose name is frequently before the publi •

eye, and unquestionably many in that audience had
come there with decided repugnance to the person
and the opinions of the lecturer, based upon the mis-
representation of those whose interest seems to be to
falsify and villify. I knew some who expected to see
in her a bold, loud and coarse " blue-stocking." This
expectation, however, never reached fruition Her

demeanor was very modest and retiring. The curious

felt relieved. Mrs. Woodhull, evidently, is a lady

of thirty-two or three years of age, medium stature,

of nervous, sanguine temperament. Her hair is

brown and worn short, being thrown loosely back

from her temples. On this occasion she looked care-

worn as from recent illne-s. Her expression is a

pleasant one and full of interest, causing one to know

more of her real sell' Her voice—she always uses

manuscript—-is not as is generally the case with those

who read their lectures or sermons, monotone or

tedious, but on the contrary, rich and melodious, full

of magnetic tone and sympathetic feeling. One

never tires of it. She w<ts dressed in a suit of dark

blue ladies cloth, made a In polonaise, trimmed with

folds of black rept silk, a simple ruche around 'he

neck fastened with a cluster of rosebuds—being free

from all kinds of jewelry. The waist of the garment

was fastened at the t'iroat and then left open,

partially displaying a linen bosom. For one, I was

highly pleased with her simp'icity and taste, with

her ignoring of chignons, grecian bends, senseless

long skirts, etc.

She spoke an hour and twenty minutes, holding

all the time the undivided attention of her audience.

The subject, matter and method of treatment were

radical and revolutionary, as she doubtless intended

it to be. The arrangement of its many telling points,

together with its general argument, evinced great

care, strength of statement and consecutive reason-

ing ability° None of her m iny critics, in hiding the

latent and most voluminous of them all, Mr. Hudson

Tuttle, displav half an equal capacity to her. Is it

not worthy of note that tbe majority of Mrs. Wood-

hull's public opposers and cont inner* are of the mas-

culine gender?
As a lecturer she overwhelmingly impresses one as

being thoroughly sincere and divinely in earnest.
This is one of her most inspiring features. She
throws her very soul into whatever she essays. It
is a fundamental law of our humanity t at earnest-
ness, conviction, sincerity, beget their own likeness.

As a woman, I wish her every success in the great
work to which she has been so specially called. I was
delighted to hear her, and rejoice that she came to
this city and gave Boston ans something to talk and
think about. In this particular, no one ever achieved
more abundant reward. The influence of her late
visit is prolific of good.

Lectures.

The New Orleans Daly Republican is reporting
Mr. Peebles' Sunday morning lectures, given in
Minerva Hall. Here's an extract from the one in the
Republican of the 10th. The speaker said :

On December 6, 1846, and some two or three years before,
the word had been breathed of what was afterward known as
the "Rochester rappings." A. J.Davis stated, , and it so
stands recorded in his revelations, that spirits were about to
hold tangible communion with the inhabitants of earth. These
were his words : "It is a truth that the spirits of the higher
spheres commune with persons in the body by influx, al-
though they are unconscious of the fact. This truih will, ere
long, present itself in the form of a living demonstration.

. . . And the world will hail with delight the ushering
in of the era " These were "shadows," or premonitions and
prophecies of the sp ritual dispensation, which, from the in-
visible world, became signally visible and tangible in Hydes-
ville, Western New York, known as the " Rochester knock-
ings."

The beginning was minute, like Franklin's string and kite,
ultimating in those magic cables that now girdle the globe;

minute, like Arkwright's cog in the wheel, resulting in the

Bcrew steamers that now whiten oceans with their commer-

cial cargoes; minute, like the telegraphic tickings that flash

news to all lands; minute, like Newton's falling apple that

reveale'd the marvelous law of gravitation; minute, like
Jesus' birth in that Judean manger, precluding the cross be-

fore whioh millions bow in reverence. How true, that from

the smallest events frequently flow the grandest results.

Scientists, without an hour's investigation, pronounced the

rappings " a humbug." In doing this, however, they pui

themselves upon an equality with parrots in their cages. It

is admitted that these rapping sounds were but the alphabet

leading to the reopening of the " book of life." Alphabets,

however, are necessary in God's methods of education.

Spirit is potent. Wherever there was a motion, there was

mind or spirit force connectedtherewith as the mo'.ive power.

Consider the progress. It is now only some twenty-three

years since the dawn of those gentle tappings that summoned

secularism and sectarisms to judgment. It was the voice of

God through angels and ministering spirits. Defining Spirit-

ualisin to mean belief in the holding of conscious intercourse

with the denizens of the spirit world, and Judge Edmond's es-

timate of eleven millions was undoubtedly under rather than

over the actual number, as figures would show were an ex-

act census possible. .   
Houses and homes, wealth and fame were mutable. The

body was perishable. The spirit in it was the real man. The

bones in the human temple may be considered the main tim-

bers ; the blood the watery element; the head the topmost

story; the eyes the windows ; while back behind these walls

of flesh, blood, bones and nerves, the consoious immortal man

lived, reasoned and arranged all plans of action. Death sev-

ered the copartnership between the body and the spiritual

man. Earth returns to its earth. The spirit is tr«-e to roam
in space, returning at wilt to the loved ones of earth. Memory

is eternal. Love is a bu 1 that opens o,i earth to bloom for-

ever in the better laud. Taese beiutifal truths of Spiritual-

ism brush away tin m luruers' tears; gi'e the sweetest

answer to prayer; in<pireto the loftiest efforts. aal bring the

peaoe and joy of the heavenly life down to earth

Those who accept tho divine principles ot Spirituali-im, and

live in them, enjoy th t peace "which flows like a ri er.

the mos advan ed Spiritualists have as yet but juste tered

th-i vestibule ot the g and temple. They are yet t. have their

diy of Pentecost. Emma Hardii.ge Britten, in referring to this

spiritual movement, said inspirat'onally :

" Can we come to any other conclusion than that this Pen-

tecostal dtyis.0 lead to the coming of a second Messiah ?

lie is not yet in our m ds ; we ae only listening to the

voices orying in th» wilderness. These voices
come to u< in

the form of a spiritual science. But 1 do know that tlhe bap-

tism of fire is yet awaiting us, when we shall be found

worthy. Fire consumes, but^ it does not annihilate, it

changes, but does not destroy."

City Transit—Arcade,Viaduct and Tunnel Railways.
The question of city transit, considering the many and vast

nterests involved, is the most, important pertaining to the
welfare and future growth of the city—the dav laborer, busi-
ness man and property owner being alike concerned in its
wise and speedy solution.

For years this problem has been discussed, and various
charters have been applied for and obtained from the legisla-
ture. While some insist upon following precedent, and re-
producing as nearly as Manhattan Island will admit, the
tunnels and viaducts of the old country, olhers»have devised
plans better suited to this locality, and more attractive from
the originalityof its feature, t f the former, the tunnel
plan, represented by the Central Underground Company,
though favored years ago wilh a very liberal charter, has
failed to secure financial support. The pneumaticexperiment
has had a like experience, succeedingia building only a few
rods under Broadway, and allowing, as shown by Governor
Hoffman's veto message of last winter, their charter to expire
by default. The Elevated Railway, after a weakly existen ce
has been sold at sheriffs sale; while the Viaduct, the off-
spring of Tammany and the pet of Tweed and Sweeny, seems,
to have sunk to rest with the organization from which it sprung.

Ot the new plans proposed, several have been received
with a degree of favor, and one, the Arcade, seems to meet
all the required conditions, having been approved alike by
engineers, the press, and the people, wherever its merits
have been discussed and understood. Wh.n this plan was
first presented to the legislature, its apparent magnitude and
completeness caused some to hesitate; but after the most
thorough examination ever given to any similar project, so
conclusive was the evidence in its favor that, notwithstanding
the concentrated opposition of rival companies, of omnibus
lines and surface railways, of A. T. Stewart, and last and
most potent, of all, of the Tammany ring, the bill passed the
assembly by one hundred and nine affirmative votes, and fell
but one short of passing the senate. At the next trial, one
year ago last winter, with the same elements of opposition,
the bill passed the senate and assembly by a two-thirds vote.
-After the adjournment of the legislature, the influences re-
ferred to, and certain exceptions which Governor Hoffman
took to the bill, but not to the project, caused him to inter-
pose his veto against the charter.

At the coming session of the legislature, a bill, free from
the objections made by the governor, and supported by a
strong body of citizens, will be presented; and as the power
of the Tammany ring, which has heretofore defeated this great
enterprise, is now broken, there is every prospect that the
bill will become a law. The plan is complete and unobjec-
tionable, combining the advantages of all other projects and
tree from their defects. The enterprise will benefit every-
body and injure nobody ; and the legislature which shall au-

thorize its construction, will confer lasting nonor upon^itself,
and ever be gratefully remembered by our people.—N. F. Sun.

Mr. Beecher endorses Spiritualism.
At last Mr. Beecher has expressed himself on tho subject

of Spiritualism, and so clearly that there is no possibility of

further doubt as to his position. He asserts that since the
beginning this world and its inhabitants have been acted
upoi by outside spirit influences, and brings forth the Bible
to corroborate this assertion. He avers that what the world
needs more than all else is a light wuich will show the im-
possibility of annihilation and insists that the one argument
for Spiritualism which can defy all opposition, is the fact
that it settles faith. That this plain exposition of opinion
was due, in great part, to the mysterious phenomena which

have presented themselves under the reverend gentleman's
very face and eyes for the last few months none can doubt.
The little pine table, just in the shadow of the pulpit, has
been, according to all accounts, a most indefatigable worser

for such exposition. It has tipped "iu season'' with a de- ^

corum one cannot sufficiently admire, rising straight from '

the floor with the singing, and bending low toward the min-

ister with the benediction. Sometimes, however, this most
orderly programme has been varied by mazurkas in prayer-

time, and loud raps at the most impressive portions of the

sermon have interfered materially with the enjoyment of
more tnan one of the surrounding audience. Now, the fact

of these strange manifestations cannot be disproved They

present themselves in full sight, of the whole congiegaiion ;

are not brought about by the skill of a professional medium,

and are only a source of uneasiness and perplexity to the

ladies whom they honor with their immediate presence. In

order to take notes with any degree of aocuracy these report-

ers have often been obliged to close round It again, for, thus

exposed to public gaze, it b-onaht them into most unenviable

notice. The world has been waiting impatiently enough for

Mr. Beecher to take public notice of this slrange condition

of things, but the pastor of Plymouth Church ia famous for

never doing what is expected of him ; and so Sunday after

Sunday has gone by, the table has danced, spfcn, knocked,

and been generally active, the people have looked on with

emotions it were beyond us to portray, tbe reporters have

alternately shivered" and wondered, and Mr. Beecher has

preached the love of God as placidly as if animate furniiure

were the most commonplace part of the d.vine economy.

But. finally, after his vast congregation had despairingly set-

tled themselves to adopting this view of the case; after the

nne gymnast had come to be regarded less an astounding
interloper than an-ordinary mystery, to be viewed as is ihe

w .rid itself without especial wonder, he presents
them wrh

a straight, up and down sermon in behalf of spiritual m-

fl lence Without particularizing as to this phenomena—m

fact with uit -uterine at all into its latter day developments,

he has come out an undeniable defender ot Christian Spirit,

nalism. while few expected from so deep and liberal a

'hinker as Mr. Beecher an utter putting down of this doctrine,

fewer still expected so thorough an upholding of it. A sort

of half-way suit-everybody course was looked for; but ihe

minister in question has utterly ignored the fence and stands

in full cighr. out on the radical side. Spiritualists all the

, worid over will probably hereafter .egard pine table, as mis-

sionaries extraoi dinary.—N. T. Standard.
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What's to be done, Politically?
Observing as we have and sensing as we do, the

very general dissatisfaction and disgust, which pre-
vails throughout the country at the present status
and prospective condition of the old political parties,
and their lamentable inability or unwillingness to
satisfactorily meet the vital issues which press upon
the people for settlement, we are seriously constrain-
ed to ask the question which forms the caption of
this article—what is to be done, politically ? No
citizen who thinks at all but knows it is a forlorn
hope to expect any essential change for good by con-
tinuing in the old party ruts any longer; that it is
folly to look for it, and out of all question to obtain
it. A valued friend thus expresses our sentiment:
'All who read the signs of the times, and are not
crystallized into permanent structures, or who retain
in any degree the elasticity of thought essential to
wisdom, cannot fail of seeing that the present politi-
cal parties, with their merits and demerits, have
substantially finished their course " The Democratic
party, as a party, have gone to seed. Its distinctive
issues which once gave it prominence and vitality,
long since became defunct. True, its leaders are
afflicted with periodical efforts to galvanize it into
temporary life, but without avail. There is no hope
of its resurrection.

The Republican party, too, seems to have served
its day and generation. Having done its work, pre-
eminently a specific one, the removal of Slavery and
the carrying of the country through war and recon-
struction, it is getting ready to be laid aside. Being
stricken with death, let no one seek to indefinitely
preserve its corpse, beoause of its former prestige
and vitality. Let it have, in proper time, as it de-
serves, generous burial and an enduring monument.
Atfectionately embalm its virtues, cherish its merits,
and endeavor to improve upon its good deeds. Its
existence was once a necessity. By virtue of that
necessity it was born, grew mighty, and conquered.
The same necessity exists to-day for another organi-
zation, like unto it in some respects, but broader,
juster, more impartial and comprehensive than ever
the ordinary Republican imagination dared con-
ceive.

The inspirations of the hour already point to the
formation of such a party, on a basis so complete
and commendatory, and in accordance with princi-
ples so consistent and universal, that the good sense
ot the people, the throbbing heart of the masses, will
gladly respond to its claims and rally to its support.
1 hey only await the signal call, which will also arouse
the great army of reformers and men of intelligence
in every section of the country, who for years have
eschewed party politics, to again enter the ranks and
battle with renewed zeal and oonrage for Progress
and the Kights of Man. The country is awakening

to the fact that the realities of national life, instead
of being seriously, conscientiously and intelligently
considered, are but sported with. As heretofore, the
real bone of contention between the prominent polit-
ical parties, is the possession of the goose which
lays golden eggs. The struggle for success is still
the spoils of office. The exciting stimulant is pelf,
place and power. Now so long as this kind of sel-
fishness is the main spring and guiding star of our
political action, there is no political hope. A cry,
wrung from the people's heart, goes up to heaven
for change. The times are pregnant with movements
of a revolutionary character. The enfranchisement
of woman ; the settlement of disputed questions by
arbitration; the sequestration and civilizing of our
Indians; prohibiting criminal wastefulness of the
public domain ; the revocation of corrupt grants of
land subsidies to railroads and other monopolies;
remodeling our laws of taxation and usury ; enforc-
ing public education and civil service; reducing
government expenses ; simplifying national affairs;
abrogating, by making uniform, conflicting statute
laws respecting marriage and divorce;—not only
these and other essential reforms are to be effected
through the machinery of politics, the principles of
which, according to Burke, are merely those of mor-
ality enlarged, but the most vital problems of a free
governmentare yet awaiting solution.

In ascertaining what is to be done, the question
naturally arises, what is wanted? We answer in
general terms—improved legislation. This necessi-
tates another and a better class of legislators ; hon-
est and intelligent men and women who will not
favor corporations, institutions or combinations of
any kind, however powerful, at the expense of the
people; who will no longer tolerate the subversion
of the rights of tho humblest individual to the
aggrandizement of any special class, but on the con-
trary, who will insist upon extending equity and jus-
tice alike to each and all, guaranteeing the broadest
individual freedom compatible with the public good;
in the administration and execution of the laws, leg-
islating in the interest of the people and for the
people.
. We have said, nothing can reasonably be expected
from either of the political parties but a futile at-
tempt to bolster up and prolong the present unfortu-
nate condition of affairs. Thus the way is clear and
the necessity imperative to organize another party,
or form a basis of action wherein the principles of
equal rights and impartial justice shall have full and
free play.

All the political signs portend a JVeta Departure
more marked and significant than any which the
ordinary politician either dreams of, or discerns. If
equal to the necessities which underly and call it
into being, it will be of a character sufficiently catho-
lic and comprehensive, and adapted to all its ends,
as to gather all the various elements in the great
body politic which now find no satisfactory channel
to express itself, and uniting these forces into one
grand and resistless body, immediately inaugurate a
New Party on a higher, wiser and more humanitarian
basis than any of the past, and march forward
to victory.

• >  

Change of Office.
Those of our readers who find it convenient to

transact business through our Cleveland office will
find it now located at 11-4 Ontario street. Our of-
fice in Cleveland is in charge of Mr. C. M. Nye, a
very worthy, reliable business man, whom our many
readers in that city and throughout Ohio, Michigan
and Indiana, can leave their subscriptions with for
The American Spiritualist, Woodhull cfc Clafiin's
Weekly and Lyceum Banner, and all orders for
spiritual or liberal books; and Spence's Positive and
Negative Powders, will be promptly attended to in a
business like manner.

Southern Sights and Scenes.
NUMBER FOUR.

Yesterday was Sunday—Christmas Sunday—the
great jubilee day of the South ! Once a year is
often enough. Cities differ in the observances of
feasts, fasts and celebrations as do individuals. The
roar of guns, the sputtering of fire-crackers, the
signal bells for service, theatres and circuses, with
church decorations, Christmas trees and bewitching
carols, constituted the sunny side of this festal day,
while drunkenness, stabbing affrays, mysterious
shootings, and assassinations made up the shady side

John Robinson's circus at Tivoli Circle, seriously
affected my audience Sunday evening. It was only
two squares distant. Just here look at a bit of
policy. Up North this is " Yankee Robinson's Great
Show," and "Southern chivalry'' is taken off by the
clowns, but now it is " Old John Robinson's world-
renowned Circus and Menagerie,'' and under the
tent "Northern carpet-baggers'' are shown up in no
very enviable light. Running with "hares and
hunting with hounds"—this is policy. Hades has
hosts of such hunters, hunting for a" drop of water."
During the Sunday evening's lecture upon the "con-
ception, education and mission of Jesus," three Bap-
tists left in " holy horror.'' The idea that Jesus was
begotten like other men, ate, drank, slept, grew in
stature, went to Egypt, joined the Essenians, culti-
vated his mediumship and died a martyr, was to
them blasphemy!

THE MACE-COBUEN EIGHT.

Reaching this Crescent City from Memphis,we saw
crowds about the telegraphic stations. " What's
up ?" was the natural enquiry. " Oh, it's the great
day of the Mace and Coburn fight; they've gone just
over the line, and are at it now." It seemed by the
papers that these men " come to time, shied their
beavers," and unmercifully pounded each other for
over four hours in the presence of nearly a thousand
people. It was war on a small scale ; nothing more.
The Evening Picayune told us that the witnesses of
this fist duel were those generally of the "better
classes; among whom were legislators,representatives
of the bench and bar, the medical profession, bankers,
brokers and cotton merchants, while the sporting
community was out in full force. What a comment
upon the real status of this professedly enlightened
age:

Joseph Coburn was interviewed in Cincinnati, the other
day, regarding his recent dispute near New Orleans. " This
fight," said the great man, " was my last one." He will get
pleasantly drunk ever}' night and roam the streets of New
York, " licking" people in a miscellaneous manner. Occa-
sionally he will get into a po ice court, to be released on bail,
and never called for trial. By and by he will buy a saloon
and transact a legitimate business. Behind his bar he will
gradually wax fat and old, taking a hand in the little Argu-
ments in his vicinity merely by way of pastime. He will
have a diamond breastpin and amuse himself with ward poli-
tics after the manner of a retired statesman. Then he will
die, being previously interviewed in a respectable manner by
all the New York reporters, and then he will be followed to
his grave by a large concourse of people, not a Bingle one of
whom knew him but to love him. It is a pleasant picture.

Sensible man that wrote the above paragraph.
When will the American masses come to compre-
hend that true civilization does not consist in the
muscle and sinew of pugilists, the size of armies, the
strength of navies, the splendor of public edifices, or
the magnificence of monuments, but rather in indus-

try, the pursuit of agriculture, and the diflusion of

mental and moral knowledge, based upon the

principles of justice and purity, sympathy and fra-

ternity. No Spiritualist can consistently engage in

war or encourage pugilism in any form.
SUGAR AND RICE.

The sugar cane, a native of India, was introduced
into Spain by the Saracens, thence to Maderia,
thence to the New India Islands, and finally into
Louisiana. It is delightful to visit these cane planta-
tions and witness the improved methods in sugar
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manufacturing. An enterprising Bostonian owns a c
large plantation just across the river from New ii
Orleans. Some of the workmen should study neat- d
ness. Sugar is to be eaten. The ribbon cane, or t'
Japanese variety, is now most generally grown
through Louisiana and the South.

Rice, everybody knows, is a water plant, though a i'
gentleman tells me there's a highland variety that c
does well in the sandy pine lands, providing there is c
sufficient silica in the soil. The yield is greater to 1
the acre than that of corn. It is sown from the first i
of March to the first of June. The fields along the t
banks of the Mississippi are flooded by admitting the t
water through cuts in the levees. The flooding, be- ]
sides producing moisture for the plant, destroys all t
grasses and weeds that are not water plants. The <
process is labor-saving in the line of cultivation. The t
fields are sometimes sown in drills two feet apart. (
In consequence of suckers, however, it will cover s
the whole surface when grown, the same as if sown (

broadcast. Farmers generally cultivate oranges im- <
mediately upon the river, and rice upon the rear- i
lands. But millions of acres here in the South, as ]
in the Great West, lie untouched by plough or hoe. ]

In this degenerate age of excitement and sensation
alisms, the young men of the land prefer city lives to
country homes. There are orange, sugar and rice ,
lands enough between New Orleans and the Balize .
to supply a continent if they were. all well worked.
A change is coming. The principle of co-operation
or communism is a growing one.

RICE EATERS.

Baboo, K. C., Sen., when visiting London some
two years since, was perfectly horrified to see the
English stow away into tbeir stomachs such numer-
ous quantities of beef and bacon—corpses of dead
animals. lie had never touched meat in his life.
Elder F. W. Evans, a perfect picture of health, has
not tasted meats in over forty years. Next to the
Shakers—the Israelites are the healthiest people in
the country ; healthy, because they utterly ignore
the use of swines flesh. The hardest workers of
India and China are rice eaters. This food conduces
to strength as well as health. Prof. Licbig says the
importance of fruits as food is not sufficiently prized.
Grains and fruits growing and ripening in the sun-
light afford a spiritualizing sustenance. Gregory
Naziauzen, eminent in the past as an author, sub-
sisted entirely upon bread and herbs. Ambrose
never broke his fast till noon. St. Bernard ate only
coarse bread. Franklin was abstemious. The
Combes ate no meat. The Psalmist of old speaks ot
" man's eating angel's food,'' which was certainly
not the flesh of animals.

I
RAMIE CULTURE.

What's that V Read, oh " scion'' of the Puri-
I

tans, and find out. The plant is a native of the Island
of Java, growing there in the form of a vine. It
propogates in that tropical country by seed, but not
in Louisiana. It is chiefly valuable for its fibre,
though from the woody parts are now being manu-
factured billiard balls; handles for surgical
instruments, resembling ivory ; elegant writing

„ tablets and parlor ornaments. The plant thrives on
all rich soils of the Gulf States, and admits of four or
five cuttings a season. The fibre shown us by Mr.
Hall, president of the association for its culture, was
a pearly white, and glossy as silk. It will in time
largely take the place of flax, hemp, cotton, and even
silk. It is progagated by roots, and planted any
time from September to December. One man may
cultivate fifty acres, and one acrc will produce if well
cultivated, from ten to twelve hundred pounds;
price in market, from ten to seventy cents per pound,
according to quality. Ladies whose heads lack a full
supply of natural hair use the manufactured fibre to
supply the deiiciency. It is doubtless healthier than
hair cut from the heads of the "dead.'' Though
rare now-a-days, it is pleasant to look at a woman's

ranium not sandwiched between powder and paint i
n front, and ramie fibre or some other worse wad- 1
ling plastered upon the back-head. When ends s
this reign of draggling trails and flapping waterfalls ?

CO-OPERATION.

The principle is beautiful, and the practice infin-
itely better than starvation or strikes. Mrs. Hyer,
one of the earliest mediums in the country, has re- i

ceived a plan from the spirit-world, for the estab- .

lishment of co-operative homes at Altior, La. The 1
inner plot is circular, and the whole suggestive of .
that better state of society towards which our agpira-
tions tend. These lands are sixty miles north of 1

New Orleans, on the Tangipahoa river. The coun-
try is high and rolling, with pine, oak, hickory,
&c. The climate, same latitude as that of Florida :
the water is excellent Altior is on the highlands,
two and a half miles from the " New Orleans, Jack-
son & Great Northern R. R ," and forty-five miles
east of Baton Rogue. These inviting acres produce
cotton, sugar-cane, grains, sweet potatoes, grapes,
strawberries, peaches and figs, in abundance. The
lands sell from $3.00 to $5.00 per acre. There is
fine material in the vicinity for brick. The circular
plan, as drawn by the spirits, is calculated for twenty
families, each owning one within the circle and one
or more without. The interior of the circle is to be
common property, for library, instructions, gymna-
sium, amusements, &c. The signs of the times point
to co-operative trades and homes. Address, N. F.
Hyer, Independence, La. They are not only excel-
lent people, but Spiritualists, and will give full
particulars.

A. B. WHITING AGAIN.

Mrs. M. J. Ilollis, a most excellent medium from

Louisville, Ky., is now in the city giving seances. g
The slate-writing tests are marvelous. Holding the rj
slate under the table a few moments, the following j
was given us, the signature being a fac-simile of u
Mr. Whiting's, as a comparison proved: (

uJ3ro. Peebles,—You are kind to so often think of me since f
my translation. Deeply do I sympathize with you and others ^
in their arduous labors. The field-workers are passing

one
^

by one from earth to our world of immortality. And as the

ranks grow thinner, so the heavier work falls upon the vet- ^

erans, and you are one. We who have passed over shall aid t

you. This is no idle promise, for our work is one. I want c
you to tell all my friends that I have realized to the fullest

extent the true and beautiful doctrines I taught while on earth

 now am I reaping the bountiful harvest. I am fully paid,

dear Brother, for all I ever did; so will you be. Work on,

then, with a clear head and a cheerful heart. Be not dis- c

couraged that your ideal is not attained—divine currents are

deep and sure of success. When Eternity's gate opens and

you enter our world, your reward will be great, and a host
^

will meet you on the shores of the grand forever' Truly your _

friend and brother, A. B. Whiting.

These are cheering words to all our faithful work- ^

ers in the spiritual harvest-fields of earth. Mrs.

Charles Rice, of whom we before spoke,
continues

^

to give seances with excellent success. Her medium-

ship is unquestionable and her manifestations
mai-

^
velous. The seance and the platform are mutual

helps, admitting of no divorce.
TIIE FIRE FIEND DISCOVERED.

It was reported that a cow in Chicago kicked over

a kerosene lamp, and the city went up in smoke and

-flame. It seems to have been a mistake. God

burned the city for its wickedness. The Chicago

Advance is sure of it. That sectarian journal says:
" God's wisdom and love saw the blow to be necessary, .

and he had the firmness to inflict it. . . There is something

sublimely solemn in such an act of God, which, to the thought-

less and wicked, seems heartless, but which, in reality, is the

supreme grandeur of moral courage, which dares to do a right

thing at immense cost."

Substitue "devilish" for "solemn," and there's a

nearer approach to fact. It would then read,
" There's something sublimely devilish in such an

act of God"! Admitting this " right thing "—God

firing a city—to be a special Providence, how hap-

: pens it that churches were burned, while (to put it

n George Francis Train's terse style) "brothels,
boarding houses and prostitution dens were left
standing." Surely,

" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform,"

ITEMS.

Thomas Gales Forster commences, the first of Feb-
ruary next,to lulfil a year's engagement in NewYork.
Report has it that Mrs, Cora L. V. Tappan is to
lecture in the city also for a year. Can it be that
New York is to have two " settled speakers?" Moses
Hull is meeting with great success in Memphis, and
everywhere else. Our ranks have no better debater.
He is to be followed by E. S. Wheeler, one of the
keenest and most logical speakers in the field. The
Weekly World, published in Helena, Arkansas, has
each week a Spiritualistic column This indicates
liberality in the journal and progress in the people.
We are invited to Texas to help organize a State
Convention of Spiritualists. Cannot go.

THE LYCEUM BANNER.

This day brought the first number of the Banner
we've seen since the great western conflagrations.
Thanks for the sight. Destructions and resurrec-
tions have improved all of the Chicago papers. This
January number is beautiful outwardly; and inte-
riorly—touching the reading matter—rich and invit-
ing. Have wealthy Spiritualists made you whole,
Mrs. Kimball, in your losses? Have they added
largely to your subscription list 1 Does every reader
of Tub American Spiritualist take the Lyceum
Banner also ? If not, we ask, plead, beg of them to
subscribe.

THE OLD YEAR.

Gone—forever gone in the seeming ; but alive,
everlastingly alive in the reality of stern results.
There is no absolute destruction in the universe.
Among the vivid events of the past year that flash
up before vis, may be numbered the French and
German war, the terrible siege of Paris, and the
fratricidal strife at the French capitol; the humilia-
tion of Pius IX; the unification of Italy; the en-
thronement of the Italian government in Rome; the
organization of the "Cosmopolitan Internationale;"
the burning of Chicago, and the appaling forest-fires
of the great Northwest. These, with unnumbered
millions of events and personal oircumstances, are
photographed upon the mental sensorium, making
up the life-volume to be read in the clear atmosphere
of the spiritual world.

THE NEW YEAR.

This festal day comes to us in New Orleans all
sunny-faced and rainbow-crowned. Surely, God and
angels, immortals and mortals, are good—all good.
Kind friends have sent or brought us wreaths, flow-
ers, and fruit-burdened orange boughs, the emerald
leaves of which, symbolizing peace and good-will,
remind of that mystic "tree of life" which blooma
and bears a rich abundance for all humanity. Seeing,
sensing the world as it is, our soul, though touched

with a subdued sorrow, is calm and worshipful

Nights have their mornings, and seas of tears theii

pearls of profit. We have judged no man to-day

but having first arraigned,have sat in judgment upon

ourself. Reflections and self-examinationsare spirit
ually wholesome. No envy, malice, or ill-will

rankles in our bosom. If a solitary human being

 if fellow-pilgrims in this or any land, will tell how

when or in what way we have wronged them, right

gladly will we make amends. It is easier, say om

! immortal teachers, to do this on earth than after the

passage into the " silent land. The philosophy

appears reasonable. Professing no perfection, we

i are not conscious, however, of designedly injuring

any—further, there's not a moral intelligence living
, towards whom we do not feel perfectly fraternal, and

I for whom we would not take pleasure in doing any

reasonable favor or kindness. Help and be helped,

I love and be loved, bless and be blest, exercising
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charity towards all, these are the sentiments that
bubble up from our being's depth.

" Teach me to feel another's woe,"
And bide the fault I see."

Impersonal angels are ministering at our heart's
altar this moment; they are patience and forgive
lings, peace and love. T nnyson puts down patience
as the meekest of the graces. Considering the
temptation and tears, the trials and pressing crosses
of life, its mission is strikingly beautiful. While
patience trusts and waits, wisdom weaves the crown.

Forgiveness. " Father f irgive them for they
know not what they do," were the divinest words
that dropped from the lips of Jesus. They expressed
the culmination of the Christ principle. ForgT ing
is often easier than forgetting an injury. Both are
possible, testing 1 he moral altitude attained. To die
for an enemy is divine ; to live for one is G id like.
To fiercely defend one's self; to vdely avenge w rongs
is a tacit confession of weakness. The genial, for-
giving soul wears a perpetual halo—the crown of
life.

Peace. "Peace on earth and good will towards
men," sono: of angels over a Syrian birth ! Good for
evil, blessing for cursing, peace for discoid, are
seraph songs wrought into the real. "Let us have
peace," needs this addition,—by initiating and iudi
vidially practicing peace princ pies ourselves. As
pea e is one ot the chief attractions of heaven, it
should reign in every land, city, family and heart.
Folded under the wings of immortal peace, we
ascend higher and higher in thought and deed, near-
ing the peace-planes of angelic life.

Love. This is the burden of the thirteenth chap-
ter of Corinthians. Whether these be tongues,
prophecies, mysteries, or knowledge, thnse shall
vanish away ; bat love being a divine principle,
envieth not, vannteth not, behaveth not unseemly,
is not easily provoked; hopeth all things, beareth all
things, and suffering long is kind. It is the re-
demptive power, the healing panaoea, the silvery sea
over which mortals sail to the shores of the better
land. Reigning in each heart, love should be a
household god.

The world is old and the world is c.old
And never a day is fair, I said.

Out. of the heavens the sunlight rolled,
The green leaves rustled above my head,

And the sea was a sea ol gold.

The world is cruel, I said again ;
Her voice is harsh to my shrinking ear,

And the nights aie dreary and full of pain.
Out of the darkness, sweet and clear,

There rippled a silver strain.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR I
• . %  

" The Bond of Peace"
Is the name of a small month'y sheet published in
Philadelphia, professedly, as iti title implies in the
interest of peace. Imitating the example ol the
Church, however, it professes one thing and prac-
tices another. Loudly p etentions in advocacy of
non-resistent principles, it nev. vtheless permits no
opportunity to occur that it do s not l<-t fly at an
opponent after the most approved style of the pro-
fessional shoulder hitter. Its pacific claims appear
to be the thinnest kiud of a cloak for its pugnacious
editor to attaok everybody, every cause and every
movement, however refo matory aud humanitarian,
which the narrowness of his mind fails to measure
or comprehen 1. For his coarse flings, ill-considered
assertions aud bigoted o iuions generally, rejecting
Spiri ualism, he « as lately taken to ta.^k by -ome ol
his own subscribers. O i his characterizing Spirit-
ualism'• as a most damnable delusion," and charg-

ing every form ot evil upon many of its supporters,
a well-known peace advocate, aud u > less a prominent
Spiritualist, lelt to withdraw his subscription trow
»o inconsistent aud one-sided a journal. The editor's

reply to which, was fall of petty spleen, of misrepre-
sentation and sophism. Indeed the exhibition of
this spirit was so marked and offensive in the pre-
ceding issue that a lady contributor, the honored
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Peace So iety, had to
bestow a merited ca-tigation for his unjustifiable
harshness of expression. Her rebuke is replete with
sense and sentiment, as the fo lowing extract shows :

Language is an index ot the pu.ity of the spirit within,
and we must judge of that according to the cbasteand refining

expressions or ihe coarse* and vulgar ones which find utter-

ance from each individual soul.
As representatives of the beautiful philosophy.of peace,

should we not. endeavor to clothe our words and actions in the

white garb of its purity and beauty ? and should not, the edi-

tor of a peace piper in an especial manner carefully guard

the tone and character of its contents?

No one, it seems to us, not callous to all delicate
sensibility, but wou'd feel the pungency and just-
ness of such criticism. This specimen of a "peace"
editor, however, can find in it only an opportunity to
indulge his natural propensity to ridicule and play
the buffoon. Amm inition and argument, peaceful
or otherwise, aie alike wasted upon .-uch a person.

Spiritualists of New York.

We have only time before going to press with this,
our second issue, from our New Yoik office, to re-
mind you that a p iper devoted especially to the
philosophy aud phenomena of Spiritualism, is now
published in your city. Considering the number,
intelligence, wealth and i fluenoe of he Spiritualists
ot New York ciiy, it has been a matter of surprise to
Spiritualists in other parts of the coun.ry, that no
Spiritualist journal was published here.

That wonderment will now cease. The publica-
t'on of The American Spiritualist is not a new en-

terprise, as it is already permanently established,
having just entered its fifth volume, and having so in-
creased its circulation as to justify the establishing of
different offioes as advertised, with a Central
Office in this metropolis.

We need not tell you that subscribers are always
wanted—always acceptable. And need we say that
we expect every Spiritualist in this city to take our
paper? We certainly do. And ther. fore we shall
publish a paper that every Spiritualist will want, and
none can afford to do without.

Our sole object in undertaking this extra labor,
and offering our paper in connection with the
" Week'y," at a figure which renders them both
rea ly a gift, is to obtain a larger circulation, so
that where thousands now read these truths of
Spiritualism, tens of thousands may soon be perusing
and feasting upon them.

A glance at the unequaled low rates of our sub-
scri, lion price must s tisfy any one tt at we me in
business in this direction.

How many subscribers to our paper shall we have
in New York city? We hope it will not take a
year for the Spiritualists to answer this inquiry. No

. one el-e can do it.
We shall not pause for a reply, but work right

on, knowing that, at last, the worker win->.
Please remember that the central office of The

American Spiritualist is located at 29 Boekmau

street, where we shall be happy to see our friends, or
receive their subscriptions. a.a. w.

Letters Answered.
Those of our fri nds who have written to know

wilt their Ajie <ican Spiritualist did not come,
will have received No. 1 of Vol 5 before this, aud
therefore understand the cause of the delay.

Receiving the paper is all the reply those letters
will n^ed, but if any of our subscribers do n>t receive
the Spiritu ilm promptly, or WuO'lhull& Claflin't
We k/y, who have ordered it with our paper, we hope

! t.ey will report to us at once. a.a. w.

Rev. Geo. H. Hepworth.
The above-named gentleman publicly renounced

U itarianism in his pulpit, in this city, last Sunday,
and announced that l.encelorth he should work with

, the Congregationalijts.

Though a very uDusual, it was not an unexpected
step, by any means. We, in common with others,
have seen for some time that his sympathies were not
with the Unitarians, but rather with Jesus "Christ.
We understand that the trustees of his church notified
him the evening before, that his services were no
longer wanted, which speaks well for them, aud serves
to show that, although individuals may occasionally
Lave the ranks of liberalism, the tendency of the
race is to liberal thought.

The following pertinent remarks we find in the
Commonwealth:

" It is as we expected. Mr. Hepwoith announced his de-
parture from Unitaiianism, last Sunday morning Ills ser-
mon was a queer mixture, made up of scraps of personal
history and intimations of a religious experience which
will probably be new to most people, hits ot Dr. Bellows,
criticisms of the Unitarians, flings at the radicals, compl mi nts
to all denominations, paiticularly to Jet-us Christ, who, it
appears, his consented to t»ke Mr. H. pworth's arm and also
to pui his arm about Mr. Hepworth's waist, and hold Inui up
and keep liim steady and respi ciable. But it has the one
merit of directness, for it says squarely that henceforth he
shall work with the Orthodox Congregationalism, and inti-
mates that he wants a great popular church of which taith in
"Christ'' shall be the creed and rallying-cry. Mr. Hep-
wortn's Tiinitarianism is as yet in an exceedingly inchoate
and confused condition. He holds merely that Christ is a
part of the godhead, an inoarnation of God's love lor the sal-
vation of souls But in this he is behind Johu Weiss, and
Samuel Johnson, and Frothingham, and Clarke, who all old
that not only Jesus, but any other good man is an incarna-
tion of God's love and a part of the Godhead. It is Mr.
Hepworth, and not the radicals, who is bound up in nega-
tions. But thinking was never uis forte, and ideas form no
part of his stock in trade. From hie sermon it appears that
it is not so much the theology of liberalism that he had got
tired of—tor that is a matter he never knew anything about
to speak of—but its unorganized and unsectarian conuictiim.
He is tired of out-of doors and rushes into the house in order
to keep from catching cold, which is a precaution altogether
creditable to his physiological instincts, though indicating
very tender sensibilities.

"The Debatable Land."
This excellent and valuable contribution to Spirit-

ual literature should be found in every family. Mr.
Owen has done humanity a real service in giving the
world this entertaining volume at this time. As a
writer, Mr. Owen pres nts his views modestly, but
with singular clearness and force.

This work promises a most extensive sale. From
a private note received from the author, we learn
that four thousand copies of " The Debatable Land"
were sold in forty days after its issue from the press.
The book is el gantly bound, as are all of Carleton's
publications. Price $2.00 ; postage paid. For sale
at the offices of Tse American Spiritualist. We
intend soon to publish a more extended review of this
work.

Reception.

The friends of Bro. Thomas Gales Forster, in Bos-

^ ton, gave him a most cordial reception, Tuesday even-
, ing, of this week, by. meeting him in social assembly,

at Eliot Hall, where were convened as many as the
rooms would comfortably hold. Conversation, gen-
eral handshaking, fraternal speeches, etc., by Kev.
Forster. Prof* Dayton, Dr. Garduer, and others,
made the occasion a very pleasant affair to all who
attended.

What Name?
Some one io Goshen, Iud., sends ten cents fur a

opy ot The American Spihituai ist, an i a k< also
tor u copy ot Wuodhutl & Cojli-t't Wttkly. There
is no name signed to t ,e letter. Plea-e send yoUt
name, aud we will for* aid the papers deoired.
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The Washington Convention.
The most successful Convention of YVomnn Suf-

fragists probably ever held in th s country, and
without doubt the most far-rea hing in its influence
in the direction of accomplishing what the "fair
ones" demand, was that which concluded its sessions
of three days last week, Friday evening, at Lincoln
Hall, Washington.

The sessions were not only well attended by in-
telligent, earnest men and women from all parts ot
the country, but there was a hearty enthusiasm mani-
fest by both speakers, and the lar^e audiences who
crowded in the spacious ha 1 plainly showed the in-
creasing interest manifest in this subject. Among
the more prominent leaders in 'his movement, in at-
tendance and participating in the convention were :
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Victoria C. VVoodhull,
Susan B. Anthony, Mrs. Isabella Hooker, Mary F.
Davis, Paulina W. Davis, Mrs. B Iva A. Lockwood,
Laura De Force Gordon, Laury Cuppy Smith, C.
Fannie Allyn, Dr. Mary Walker, Addie L. Ballou.

Congress seemed to be possessed of a more gallant
spirit than upon former occasions, the Judiciary
Committee ot the Senate granting a respectful hear-
ing to a committee of ladies appointed by the con-
vention to present the subject to that honorable
body.

We have reason to believe that ninet\-nine in
telligcnt Spiritualists out of every hundred are in
favor of woman's suffrage. A digest of the proceed-
ings of the convention will be published in our next
wei k's issue.

We heartily congratulate the women of the coun
try upon the rapid advance their cause is making,
seeing that thy day is not far distant when their
triumph becomes inevitable.

Woman Suffrage in Massachusetts.
Governor Washburne, the newly eleoted chief-

magistrate of Massachusetts, in his late inaugural, has
friendly words to say concerning the subject of woman
suffrage, though, mirabile dtctu, the ground upon

which he rests the claims of women to the elective

franchise is that of policy instead of principle. This

is as far, however, as the Republican party, even in

the old Commonwealth of Massachusetts, dure go.
Large bodies, proverbially, move slow, obedient to

the primal law of'development, upheaval comes, which,

in political matters, usually takes the form of revolu-

tion—radical change. In such connection, this means

nothing less than a forward movement, directly into

the camp of the enemy. When that day comes, po

litical Republicanism, as now expounded, will prove

but hay and stubb e.
Governor Washburn says :
" Numbers of those in -whose judgment I have great con-

fidence, are ot the opinion that she will not only be able 10

maintain her present position, but do much to purify ihe

ballot-box, clear the political attnosph-ire, and sofien the as-

perities of political strife. While I ha«e many misgivings in

reference to this subject, and-am of the opinion that, if the

decision of the question were left to the women themselves,

a large majority of those in this State would declare against
the change, 1 am free to confess that there are some moral

iesues, vital to the well-being of the Commonwealth, and in

the sol tion of which woman has a deeper interest than man,

upon which I should like to have her views expressed in a

more direct manner tha^ is possible under our laws as they

now stand."     
Spiritual Lectures in Washington.

C. Fannie Allyn lectured last Sunday at Har-

monial Hall, Washington, D. C., to a large and in-

terested audience. Her discourses sparkle with in-

struction profound, a keen satire and mirth-pro

voking witti isms, She is one of the most marked

mediums of positive spirit control on the rostrum

of any unconscious trance tpeaker we have ever

heard.
She is one of the few speakers who receive their

subjects from the audieme, and in this impromptu

manner, successfully analyze the subject given. Sun-
day morning a variety of subjects were handed up
to the desk, and among them was that dreaded sub
ject, "free love!'' Would the spirits be kind
enough to give their opinion of this lrightful word
and what it signified * This was the subject, and
most eloquently did they cause their medium to
elaborate upon this subject, very much as if the
spirit of some disemboded Woodbull had full con-
trol.

A clear distinction was drawn between " free love"
and " free lu t" with such apt illustrations, so well
befitting the subject and the logic of its considera
tion, as to impress I he audience most sensibly that
spirits are not so easi y frightened at the term, " free
love," as are some mortals. A beautiful impromptu
poem concluded the morning lecture.

In the evening, to a much larger andience Mrs.
AIL n gave a most eloquent lecture 011 "elements
of organization and individual control;" subject selec-
ted by the audience. We shall give :i synopsis of this
lecture in our next issue. At conclusion of the even
ing lecture, a poetic dialogue was given, de ineating
"charity and despair," (subject given by the an
dience) in such a m isterly, dramatic, personation,as
must have convinced all who hi aid t that the little
fragile mortal, C. Fann e All n, was but the well-
luned instrument, which the grand old masters of
thought and eloquence were using to give expression
to the melody of their souls.

The audience evinced their appreciation at con
elusion by hearty applause.

Mrs. Allyn speaks in Wilmington, Delaware, this
month.

More Courage than Strength.
During our recent brief trip to Washington, we

were informed by Mrs. Hattie J French, the test
medium, that there was one Spiritualist in the city
we ought to see. In answer to further inquiry we
were told that the person referred to was a great suf-

ferer, having been confined to her bed over four long

yearH by rheumatism.
Although pressed with business, we felt it to be our j

duty, as a fellow-being and as a Spiritualist, to visit .
the sufferer. In a little back, dark room, stretched ]
upon a bed, as h. lpless as an infant, we found Rebecca

H. Lyon with a small orphan girl, her only attendant. |

In answer to our inquiries, we found she had been a
volunteer nurse in the army. Walked from Alexan-

dria to Fairfax Court House, Va , to attend a brother ^
who was wounded, caught eold, and then this terrible
rheumatism for almost five years! Fortunately, .she
has means eaough to just slide along and avoid poor-
houses and hospitals. 1

Notwithstanding her si ffering, she is as light-hearted

and cheerful, seemingly, as other persons. She ex- ;

pressed a great desire to see Mrs. "VVoodhull, declared
herself to be a most decided woman suffragist, and
said she was bound to vote as soon as women got the
ballot—if she had to be carried to the polls !

But what we desire to ask the Spiritualists of
Washington is, how many of you have seen this cour-
ageous, intelligent, i-uffering sister ? What does your
Spiritualism amount to, if you do not search out and
visit such sufferers ? This helpless sister needs human
sympathy more than money ; the sight of a kind, lov

ing human face more than the sight of greenbacks.
Do you suppose the Christians of V\ ashington visit
her? She says not. They are doubtless too busy
with their " long prayers," for, just across the avenue
is the great Dr. Newman's new church, with its
"chimes." How sweet they must sound to this poor
sufferer ! Alas ! the Christian Pharisee of to-day is
a fair type of the old—high-sounding professions
without the practice of godliness. Spiritualists should
see to it that no such staiu rests upon them.

Rcbecca II. L; on can be fouud at 478 Pennsylvania
Avenue, Washington, where we se d The Am, 1UCAN
Spiritualist and W'oodhull <£ Cl^JJiin's Weakly, lree.

PERSONAL AND LOCAL.
Mrs. Abby N. Burnham has been occupying the

desk at Plymouth, Mass., to much acceptance.

A very able argumi nt was that by Belva A. L ck-

wood before the Committee of the House of De.egatea

on Laws and Judiciaiy, at Washington.

Mr. William Brunton, a first-class lecturer, has re-

cently been entertaining and instructing the good

people of Providence, R. I., and Fall River, Mass,

Last Suuday he addressed the ^Spiritualist Society,
at Cambridgeport.

Thornas Gales Forster is speaking, during January,

in Music flail, Boston, with all or his accustomed
power and eloquence. His discourses are marvels of

ability.
E. S Wheeler is giving the friends, at Louisville,

splendid proof of his power as an inspirational orator,
than which few can equal him.

Mrs. Addie L. Ballou is announced as Associate

Editor to the Crucible. She is an indefatigable

worker, speaker and writer. Here is success to you,
sister.

 »-«-»  

Emma Hardinge Britten,

The large audiences h .t greeted this distinguished

speaker last Sunday moining and evening, t Apollo
Hall, evince the deserved popularity ot the lecturer
and the unabated interest of t> e people in Spiritual-
ism, when it is presented in that 1as inating, instruc-
tive manner which Mrs. Hardinge is peculiarly
qualified to do.

Her subject in the evening w s "The New Repub-
lic," which was presented w th all the glowing
attraction of her wonderful magnetic voice and ora-
torical poweis. Next Sunday morning her subject
will be " The New Bible," and we presume there
will be no unoccupied seats at Apollo Hall. We
sincerely hope Mrs. Hardinge's "New Bible" will
be an improvement on the Old in a great many
things, too numerous to mention.

The Sunday-evening lectures, at Lyric Hall, by
Mrs. Tappan, are continued with an increasing
interest in the speaker and the enterprise. As
a highly-cultured, inspirational speaker Mrs. Tap-
pan has few equals.

The Present Aye never appeared to better advan-
tage since its late baptism of fire. How true it is
that Spiritual papers won't burn up, go to the bot-
tom, or make a die of it, worth a < ent. There must
be a plentiful si pply of \ital life somewhere, which
su'Toestive fact we bad with pleasure. g. a. b.ao 1

Last Monday, Senator Sumner delivered an e!ab-
orate speech on bis Supplementary Civil Rights
Bill, which from its conceded ability, ranks with the
ablest efforts made in Congress for years. He was
honored on the occasion of its delivery by a crowd-
ed gallery of colored people, who attentively listen-
tened to this latest display of senatorial wisdom
from the lips of their long-tried cha npion.

On Sale.—We have ade arrangements with

Mr. John C. Parker, booksell r and stationer, 527
Seventh street, opposite the post-office, Washington,
who will keep The American Spiritualist for sale.
Subscriptions and advertisements for our paper cau
be left with him also.

Fortunate.—We h ve been so fortunate as to se-
cure the services of our old friend and that well-
known Spiritualist, Col. J.C. m th, as corresponding-
editor from Washingti 11. Col. Smith is an old editoi,
a pointed and vers tile writer, and from a long re i-

dence in Washington is thoroug ly posted in matters

there. Besides his business, a partner in the exten-

tensive firm ot Chipman, Hosrner & Co., solicitors
of patents and counsellors at law, gives him the best
of oppbrtunili s to gather information upon all mat-

ters of interest.
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VOICES OF CORRESPONDENTS.
Philadelphia, Pa , A. L.B. writes—I have received my

paper with a blue stamp on it, and here is my three dollars
and a quarter for the three papers. Long may The
American Spiritualistlive.

CoyEsus Center, N- Y.—C. M. C. writes: Enclosed find
$2.50 for Tub American Spiritualist and Woodhull ^
Clafliris Weekly. The latter is worth the money asked for
both, 'saying nothing about your very valuable and able
paper. .

Stevbnsburq, Va.—J. M. writes: Enclosed thee will find
$2.50 as our renewal of The American Spiritualist, with
the gratuity of Woodhull <j' Claflin's Weekly. We have be-
come quite interested in the career of Mrs. Woodhull, and
would like much to see her paper. "With best wishes for your
success, we send our renewal.

Battle Creek, Mich.—Mrs. E. A. Loomis writes: Inclosed
you will find two dollars and fifts cents for the continuation
of your noblest and best of all papers. And I am exceedingly
happy to learn that it is to become a weekly visitor after the
first of January. I am a subscriber to both Woodhull
Claflin's ^Weekly and the Lyceum Banner. I think, after the
holidays are over, I shall be able to obtain a number of new
subscribers for you.

Darien, Wis., J. J. Johnson writes—I enclose $8.50 for a
renewal of my own subscription and for new subscribers to
The American Spiritualist and Woodhull Claflin's Week-
ly. The Spiritualists of Darien have appointed January 20th
and 21st for a grand rally—a mass convention. All are in-
vited, and the latch-striog will be out, and there is room for
all. We expect J. 0. Barrett, C. B. Lynn, Mrs. Parry and
E. W. Stevens ; and we would like to add—A. A Wheelock.
Our remembrance of you last winter is from the heart. We
organized a lyceum soon after the convention you attended,
and 1 am happy to say it is a success.

Swanton, O.—Hon. M. B. Brailey writes: "Enclosed I
send you $10 for four copies of The American Spiritualist
and Woodhull Claflin's Weekly for one year. Bro. B. P.
Barnum has been laboring with us for a few days past, and
will spend the present week in this county. On Sunday he
spoke twice at Brailey's school-house, first, on the immor-
tality of man, and second, on the phenomena of spirit inter-
course generally. The house wrs literally jammed, and all
went away feeling satisfied of the truth. Bro. Barnum is a
first-class speaker, and his historical aud metaphysical argu-
ment in favor of immortality was unanswerable, and many
an infidel went home rejoicing that he had the germ of
eternal light implanted in his nature. More anon. Yours
forever and then."

Washington, D. C.—Q. W. writes: "I enclose $2.50 to
pay for The American Spiritualist and Woodhull <$•
Claflin's Weekly, according to your advertisement. I had
been for more than fifteen years a traveling and stationed
preacher of the M. E. Church before I forsook all for truth;
nurtured in that church with associations of the most fraternal
character among my ministerial brethren, nothing short of
the clearest convictions of the truth of the spiritual philoso-
phy could induce me to separate from them. I treasure with
sacred care the principles of love and purity inculcated in
that churoh, while I rejoice that I have found the El Dorado
of my long cherished desire—the demonstrative prop of my
immortality. Many Methodist preachers, in my acquaintance,
have sought and found this pearl of greatest price, and are
doing good service in spreading the spiritual philosophy, and
what is to me most cheering, it is leavening the churches all
over the country. The day is dawning, and the millennial
morn is being ushered in. Take courage my brother- Your
work will be remunerated "

Kirtland, O.—A friend writes as follows of the Christ-
mas exercises of the Lyceum; "In proof of the progress of
liberal sentiment in this vicinity, it is agreeable to one who
notes passing events to state that a large audience assembled
at the Town Hall, in Kirtland, on Christmas Eve, which was
presided over by the venerable Father Shaw, of Chester.
The exercises, consisting of speaking, and singing by the
members of the Lyceum, were successful under the supervision
of Mrs. Polly Green, the Guardian, to whom much credit is
due for her untiring efforts to keep alive the interest in this
association. We were favored with a visit from Mr. and
Mrs. F. C. Rich, former conductor and guardian, bringing the
congratulations of a "merry Christmas ' from the Cleveland
Lyceum, which were returned with the salutations of this
little band, faithful in the cause of progress and kindred in
sentiment. From two tr.v;

!aden with presents three hun-
dred and fifty toko-s of friendship were distributed and re-

ceived with merry delight; not as from Santa Claus, a patron
saint, but from kind relatives and friends, whose hearts were
moved by the author of all good to give good gifts.

Humboldt County, Cal.—S. C. writes : Mrs. Belle A.
Chamberlain, semi-trance medium, late of Iowa, having ta-
ken up her residence in this county, (Humboldt, Cal.,) her
advent has given a new impetus to the cause of Spiritualism
and freo thought, having by her lectures here created a
very general interest in the cause and a desire to hear more.
She is doing much to vindicate Spiritualismand the philoso-
phy of progress from the odium they have had to bear, and
to make known their leading doctrines and merits. Her lec-
tures are concededby all to be of a high order. They are
profoundly philosophical and logical, eloquent and convinc-
ing. After her lecture at Rohnerville on the 5th of Novem-
ber, a number of Spiritualists met, and Mr. AY. J. Sweasey
was called to the chair, and Dr. O. B. Payne acted as secre-
tary, when it was resolved to call a county convention to
form an organization. Pursuant to a published call, a con-
vention was held ip Eureka on the 18th of November.
Samuel Strong, Esq., was called to the chair, and Dr. 0. B.
Payne performed the duties of secretary. Dr. Payne intro-
duced a series of resolutions and preamble setting forth at
length the philosophy of Spiritualism to be adopted as the
basis of an organization. After some discussion the resolu-
tions were withdrawn by the mover, and the convention
adopted a brief and simple form of constitution for a county
society, for the purpose of disseminating the truths of Spirit-
ualism and the philosophy of progress, to be known as " The
Humboldt County Society of Spiritualists and friends of pro-
gress and free thought." After adopting the constitution the
offices provided by it were filled by the election of W. J.
Sweasey, Esq., President; Mrs. A. A. Ricks, Vice-President;
S. Cooper, Rec. and Cor. Secretary, and Lewis Tower. Treas-
urer, and Mrs. M. G. Strong, Mr. D. Pickard and Dr. 0. B.
Payne, to form with the foregoing officers a board of direc-
tors. The officers were duly installedand assumed the duties
of their offices. After voting that a synopsis of the proceed-
ings be presented to the papers of the county and sent to
The American Spiritualist, Banner of Light, Religio
Philosophical Journal, and Present Age, the convention ad-
journed. At a meeting of the society on the 19th of Novem-

'

ber, an arrangement was made to engage the services of Mrs.
Belle A. Chamberlain for one year, as a lecturer in the cause 1

of Spiritualism, progress and free thought, in Humboldt
'

County. '
    !

Answers to Correspondents.
BY HUDSON TUTTLE.

M. R., of Dacota, writes that the little band of believers
here are in trouble. They held regular circles, and having a
bund a good medium in their midst, prospered finely, when, h
dl at once, they were utterly confounded by a spirit declar- ^
ng itself to be the spirit of a dog. They consulted the 3pirit ^
>f Dr. L , well known to them, and lie confirmed the dec- tl
aratiou. Now they are all adrift, and can obtain only con- 0
radictory communications, or none at all. He wishes to
mow why they have fallen into this condition, aud how they t'
:an escape. .The medium is a young lady of high respectabil- v
ty, entirely above deception, and in common with the circle "
s so chagrined at the result, he fears they will wholly re-
lounce the subject. di

Your medium must be wonderfully sensitive to pass so
•eadily and rapidly from one control to another, and allow- al
ng her so to do, I am impressed is the cause of your trouble. re

spirit dog could not know more than a mortal dog, and n<
lence could not control a medium. But as we are assured
mimals are not immortal, this point needs no argument,
Mediums often yielding to a succession f diverse influences, K<
ire often seized by lower orders of spirits. This is the pen- se
ilty of their highly sensitive condition. As long as the me- S]
lium's guardians hold pre-eminence, they allow who they of
ilease to communicate, but if, as often occurs, by the sucessive h(
:hanges from one spirit to another, they lose their influence, 1!<
hen the medium is at the mercy of whatever order of spirits
nay seize tho opportunity. All extremely sensitive media br
lave experiences almost parallel, which originate by the m
iolation of the laws of mediumship, usually from the ex-
es=i\e strain of overtasking, and of diverse influences by Sp
vhich the nervous system becomes abnormally sensitive and hi
rntable. That the house dog barked does not prove that he ai

a dog. Many facts are recorded, showing that the dog hl
las acted precisely in the same way when a spirit manifested, ra.
nore especially a low spirit. Having once reached this climax,
our consulting Dr. L , was unavailing, because you had

io guarantee to converse with him, and the answers show you
lid not, " J01

v - - . w<lour fountain once disturbed, the only recourse is to sllow
t to remain quiet, and the waters to become pure.

FROM MRS. CAMILLA McMILLEN
TO HER MOTHER, MRS. SARAII F. Iy GARRISON.

Communicated through David II. Shaffer.
With joyous greetings,mother dear, I come to you to-day,
Freed from that cuffering form of earth, now mouldering to

decay,
In which I long experienced much anxious care and pain
But which I shall no more pass through or suffer o'er again.

Although I parted from you and loved ones with regret;
Through death's dark shadowy portal, long absent friends I

met,
Who warmly, gladly, welcomed me, and gave the fond caress,
Which relieved my troubled spirit from your heart-griefs

and distress.

The transition was to me so great, I could not realize
That I had pasted the dread ordeal, when there, before my

eyes
Spread unlimitless the summer-land where I now in freedom

move,
And bathe my weary spirit in th' ineffable sea of Love.

Now, grieve no more, dear mother, nor let sorrow fill your
breast,

Let this be your consolation, your Camilla has found rest
In the home of happy angels, where no tears dim the eye
Where the heart no more with pain shall ache or cause the

anxious sigh.

The tendency of earthly cares my spirit hath refined
And I gratefully remember how gentle and how kind
You showed your pure affection to the dear child of your

heart,
We are still in love united; though in form we are apart.

I send my gladsome greetings from the flowery summer-land
To mother, sisters, brothers, husband, friends—agoodly band.
Be patient yet a little while upon your mundane shore,
When you'll be called to hear the song of welcome evermore.

OBITUARY.
It is with feelings of the deepest regret, that I learned to-

day of the departure to that bourne from whence (he toil-
worn laborer, and the weary traveler on earth, can again, and
do often return, of Professor Lorenzo M. Smith, of this
city, at 11 p. M., on the 6th day of December inst., in the
forty-fourth year of his age. He anticipated a transfer to an
advanced field and sphere of usefulness, but cot so soon. His
departure to the summer-land was hastened by that so much
dreaded disease, the smallpox, now raging with so much viru-
lence throughout the land.

He was teacher and professor of phrenological science, and
an api student of human nature. Unassuming in manners,
he made no pretensions beyond his knowledge aud experience
but he was an honest and earnest Spiritualist, and he failed
not in availing himself of every favorable opportunity of
demonstrating tho reason of the hopes within him; and within
the past eight years he devoted his time zealously, without
ostentation, in disseminating the truth of our generous and
liberalizing philosophy, and spend his money in advancing
the noble cause of human progress, and for this object he
visited Washington, Chicago, and other places, scattering his
thoughts and printed circulars.

He was endowed with prophetic inspiration, and could pre-
dict with almost unfailing accuracy, when certain events
would transpire, especially during the war of the rebellion,
and particularly with reference to political and ecclesiastical
revolutions and changes, and for these he was often de-
nounced and ridiculed.

He was a warm friend and sympathizer of our media, many
of whom were cheered and encouraged by his kindness and
generosity, and much of his means was appropriated in his
search tor the evidence and the facts ,that have established
Spiritualism over the enlightened world. He yielded much
of his powers and talents to spirit influence, giving implicit
heed to their assertions, and placing too much confiding re-
liance on their dictum, his physical and brain were taxed
almost to their utmost. Thus was he placed in condition to
be exercised by a class of influences, which, no doubt
brought the disease that separated the pure spirit from the
material form. His friends and neighbors knew not of his
illness. IIi5 faithful and devoted wife was his only attend-
ant during the days of his sickness, except the dark-visaged
spectres she clairvoyantly saw hovering round and about
him, bringing disease and death in their march through the
air. For they appeared to her like spirits who had been
hurried from the earth by smallpox. And they are now doing
a fearful work of which the world will, in the future, becomemore enlightened.

Bro. Smith died and was buried. No neighbor, friend orSpiritualistattended his remains to the grave, save onlv'hisnow bereaved companion and faithful partner of hi earthly
journey. But be lives in spheres of greater osefufne-g hisworth and labors in behalf of future good for man' amiwoman will assuredly follow him

Cincinnati, O. pAVU, H SuAFI,EK
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Prospects for the New Year. 1

The numerous letters that have poured in upon us

since our last issue, bearing friendly congratulations '

and kindly words of approval for our courageous veil- *

ture in making preparation to publish The American f

Spiritualist every week, accompanied as these let- '

ters have been, almost without an exception, with :

money for renewals or new subscribers, not only en-

courages us in the increased labor before us, but satis-
fies us beyond question that our "advance movement"
is an advance in the right direction.

Beyond our most sanguine expectations has been
the response of our friends thus far, and we are now
satisfied that could we have decided to make this
move, and given notice of the fact three months ago,
not a subscriber to our paper but would have gladly
renewed at the beginning of this year, while thousands
of new ones would have been added to our list who
have not yet learned of the great inducements we offer
to subscribers for The American Spiritualist.

No other paper of this size has ever been furnished
at such unprecedentedly low rates. Two large sixteen
page papers filled with reading matter, and only
$2.50 a year—only §1.25 a year each ; or still better,
The American Spiritualist Woodhull & Clafliris
Weekly and the Lyceum Banner, $3.25 a year—only
$1.12 each a year.

No wonder subscribers are coming in rapidly every
mail. People appreciate such enterprise.

In view of this fact and the great demand for The
American Spiritualist with Woodhull & Clafliris
Weekly, we have arranged to extend the time for sub-
scribing at these unparalleled low rates until the
first op March next Therefore, all who would

avail themselves of these terms should respond at
once and get all their friends to do likewise. Whether
we shall be able to continue these terms longer than

March 1, it is impossible for us to tell. There will be

nearly two months, however, in which those who have

not already renewed their subscriptions can do so, thus

availing themselves of the advantage of obtaining two

papers for a year at less price than the usual cost of

one.
This will also give those earnest friends of our

journal and our cause, who have already showed most

commendable zeal in sending us new subscribers, a

further opportunity of aiding in'extending our circula-

lation. From efforts already put forth by them, we

feel assured they will hail the consummation of this

arrangement as "good news," while we sincerely hope

it will induce others alike interested who have not yet

put forth an effort to assist us, to now take hold

and ge't us at least one new subscriber each.

Every person who reads this paper well knows the

importance of prompt, energetic action in this matter.

We shall more than double our labors without the

most distant prospect of receiving a dollar for all our

work during the eventful year, upon which we have just

entered. Expenses of publishing our paper weekly

 y0Ur paper—dear readers, will be more than doubled.

If'receipts shall cancel current expenses for the year,

without one dollar to us, we shall be satisfied. We

confidently believe they will. Hence, while we cannot

expect any pecuniary recompense, will not our friends

consider it a privilege to aid us in making our under-

taking a certain success?

How easily it can be done. Let every one who owes

us a single penny pay at once. We need the money.
Let those of our subscribers who have not already re-

newed, do so at once—those who can, for two years—
thus simply investing a little money, which you can

spare as well as not, in an enterprise that will be able,
by your so doing, to give back to you in valuable read-

ing four-fold, because of improvements it would enable

us to make at once. Another way to assist, and which

will not cost you a farthing.

Make up your mind at once, every one who reads

this paper, that you will send us one or two new sub-

scribers for the American Spiritualist and Wood-
hull & ClajlMs Weekly by first day of February next.

We mean those who have not done so already—many
have. And to those dear friends who have thus aided

us and even promise more efforts in behalf of this

journal, we have already expressed our gratitude,

while we doubt not they will find an ample reward in

the assurance that they are assisting in building up a

faithful and powerful representative of the cause near

and dear to their hearts.

Never has The American Spiritualist com.

menced a year with so favorable prospects of success

and an enlarged sphere of usefulness. Our readers will

not fail to notice the improvements we have entered

upon to carry out our practical motto. We intend to

publish two more pages of reading matter than hereto-

fore, as in this number. Other decided improve-

ments will be completed next issue. This fact, with

our unequalled low rates of subscription, are among

the bright prospects we have to present to our readers.

We believe the year which we commence with the

publication of our paper weekly, will be one of the

most eventful of the century. Already questions of

great magnitude have been thrust before the people

for consideration and decision. Already the low

rumbling of impending revolution is heard. The

"irrepressible conflict" continues. Wishing all our

readers a happy and prosperous New Year, and with

courage and determination to do the right, as we un-

derstand it, we gladly join the toilers and earnest

workers for the harvests of another year.
A. A. W.

Hew York Mediums.

Dr. Slade, Clairvoyant, is now located at 210 West 43d
street, New York.

James Y. Mansfield, Test. Medium, answers sealed letters,
at 361 Sixth avenue, New York. Terms, $5 and four three-
cent stamps.

Mrs. Gade, 599 Broadway, office 18, New York. Clair-
voyant and other Maniiestations of Spiritualism; Medical

; Examinations and Treatment.

1 Sealed Letters answered by J. William Van Namee, Box
5120, New York. Terms, $2 and three stamps. Money re-

funded when not answered.

J. WilliamVan Namee, M. D., will examine by lock of
1 hair until further notice for $1 and ttvo three-cent stamps.
, State full name, age, and one leading symptom. Address,

Box 5120, New York.

Sealed Letters answered by R. W. Flint, 34 Clinton
' Place, one block west oi Broadway, New York. Terms, $2
. and three stamps. Money refunded when not answered.

Immortality Demonstrated, by Charles II. Foster, Test

Medium. A. future 'ife clearly proved to eyes and ears, by the
' most wonderful and convincing tests. All evidences of the
: presence and positive existence of spirits given in the strongest

l light, and every requisite examination permitted. Those de-
' siring to communicate with their dead, either for advice or to

l test the truth that we live again, can do so by applying at 16

East Twelfth street, New York. C. H. Foster.

NEWARK, N. J.
Spirit Communications by sealed letter, $1 and foui stamps.

3 Address, M, K. Cassien, Newark, N. J.

LECTURER'S REGISTER.
[This list is published gratuitously. It will be extended

as fast as those interested notify us of its reliability. Will
those concerned keep us posted?]
Allyn, C. Fannie, permanent address, Stoneham, Mass.
Barrett, J. 0 , Glen Beulah, Wis.
Ballou, Mrs. Addie L., Chicago, 111., care R. P. Journal.
Brown Mrs. H. F. M., Chicago, 111., care Lyceum Banner.
Byrnes, Mrs. Sarah A. Permanent address Mt Wolloston,

Mass:
Brigham, Mrs. Nellie J. T. Colerain Mass.
Burnham, Mrs.Abby N. Address Boston.
Bailey, Dr. James K- Box 394 La Porte, Ind.
Carpenter, A. E. Care Banner ofLight, Boston, Mass.
Chase, Warren. 601 No. Fifth street, St. Louis, Mo.
Clark, Dean Address care Banner of Ijight, Boston, Maes
Child, Dr. A. B. Address 50 School street, Boston, Mass.
Child, Henry T., M. D., 634 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa^.
Cooper, Dr. James Bellefontaine, Ohio.
Cowles, J. P., M.D. Ottawa, 111.
Currier, Dr. J. H. 39 Wall street, Boston, Mass.
Clark J. J. Mrs., Missionary Agent, Address 155 Harrison

Ave., Boston, Mass.
Chaney, Prof W H, Portland, Oregon
Dinkelspiel, Levi, Box 299, Decatur, 111
Daniels, Mrs. E. L. 10 Chapman street, Boston, Mass.
Doten, Miss Lizzie Pavilion, 57 Tremont St., Boston, Mass.
Denton, Prof. Wm. Wellesley, Mass.
Davis, Mrs. Agnes M. 289 Main street, CambridgeportMass.
Dunn, Dr. E. C. Rockford, 111.
Doty, A. E. Illion, Herkimer county, N. Y.
Dutton, Geo. M.D. West Randolph, Vt.
Forster, Thomas Gales.
Foss, Andrew T. Manchester, N. H.
Fishback, Rev. A. J. Sturgis, Mich.
Fish, J. G. Address Avon N Y.
Fairfield, Dr. H. P. Ancora, N. J.
French, Mrs. M. Louise, Washingtonville,So. Boston.
Gordon, Laura DeForce Box 2123 San Fransisco, Cal.
Graves, Kersey Address Richmond, Ind.
Greenleaf, Isaac P. 1061 Washingtonstreet, Boston.
Greenleaf, N. S. AddressLowell, Mass.
Guild, John P. " Lawrence, Mass.
Griggs, Dr. I P., Norwalk, O.
Hardinge, Mrs. Emma, Address 251 "Washington St, Boston
Hinman, E. Annie Falls Village, Conn.
Hoadley, Mrs. M. S. Townsend,Fitchburg, Mass
Horton, Sarah A- East Saginaw, Mich.
Houghton, Dr. Henry M. Montpelier, Vt.
Hull. Moses Address 166 West Baltimorest., Baltimore, Md.
Hull^ D: W. Address Hobart Ind.
Hodges, Dr. J. N: No; 9 Henry street, East Boston:
Holt, Charles, Warren, Warren county. Penn.
Howe, Lyman C: Box 99 Fredonia, New YorK.
Jamieson, Wm. F. Lake City, Minn.
Johnson, Susie M. Permanent address, Milford, Mass;

, Kayner, M D, D P, St Charles, 111
Kellogg O P, East Trumbull, O.

, Knowles, Mrs. Frank Reed, BreedBville, Mich.
'

Leys, Jennie Address care Dr. Crandon, Tremont Templo
r Boston.

Logan, Mrs. F. A. Address Genesee, Waukesha Co, Wis.
: Lynn, Cephas B: Address care Am. Spiritualist, 29

Beekman St., N. Y. City.
Mathews, Sarah Helen Quincy, Mass.
Mayhew, Dr. John Box 607 Washington, D. C.
Maynard, Nettie Colburn White Plains, N. Y.
Middlebrook, Anna M. Permanent address Box 778 Bridge-

port, Conn.
Mossop, Mrs. A E. Permanentaddres s Dayton, O.
Mansfield, J. L. Box 137 Clyde, 0.
Peebles, J, M. Address care Am. Spiritualist, 29 Bsekman

St., N. Y. City.
Pierco G Amos Box 87 Auburn, Maine:
Randolph Dr P B 89 Court st Room 20 Boston
Robinson A C Salem Mass

1 Rudd Jennie S 4 Myrtle st Providence R I
Ruggles Elvira Wheelock Havana 111 -

Sutliff, O L, Wooster, Ohio.
Seaver J W Byron N Y
SeveranceMrs J H Stillman M D Milwaukee Wis
Slade Dr H 210 West 43d st New York City.
Smith Fanny Davis Brandon Vt;
SimmonsAustin E WoodstockVt

j Stiles Joseph D DansvilleVt
Storer Dr H B 69 Harrison ave Boston
Stowe Mrs C M San Jose Cal
Thwing Mattie Conway Mass

' Thompson Sarah M 161 St Clair st Cleveland O
Toohey John H W Providence R I.
Tuttle Hudson Berlin Heights 0
Underbill, Dr, A., Akron, Ohio. Will respond to invitations

i j-o lecture.
• Van Namee j Wm 420 Fourth ave New York

> Warner Mrs S E Cordova II)
Waisbrooker Lois Box 159 Ravenna U
Wheeler E S, 6 Gloucester Place, Boston, Mass

1 Wheelock A A Am Spiritualist29 Beekman St., N. Y. City.
2 White N Frank

Willis Dr F L H Glenora Yates co N Y
Willis Mrs N J 75 Windsor st Cambridgeport Mass
Woleott Mrs E M Canton Sta Lawrence»NV
WoodruffD C and Eliza C Eagle Harbor N Y

6
Wilcoxson Mary J care R P Journal Chicago

? Willis Susie A address 249 Broadway Lawren
:t

Wilson EV Address Lombard 111
~

Wilson Hattie B 46 Carver st Boston
p Wright N M care Banner of IAght Bostonb Whipple Prof E Clyde 0

Yeaw Juliette Address Northboro Mass
Young Fanny T Strafford N H
Cummings, Lewis F, inspirational speaker, address car,' o

5. Religio-Philosophical Journal, Chicago, 111.
Baker, Joseph, Janesville, Wis.
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The American SpiritualistPublishingCompany,

Oq y 82.50 per year in advance.
Ad Iress—

A. A. "Wheelock,
29 Beekman Street., New York City

figyTbe Managing Editor will answer calls
for Lectures, liiciate at Marriage Ceremon-

ies and attend P'innfit.

SUBSCHIBEKS.
Subscribers will please understand that

when they see our "office Stamp" upon

the margin ot their paper, in blue
ink, it is the only notice we give that

the time of their subscription has ex-

pired I It is also a special invitation

from tne Managing Editor, to have
each onerene* promptly.

BANKRUPT.—MVffs
Ladies' Solid Gold Hunting Case Watches,
full jeweled, detached lever movements, $28
cjicIi usual price $45. More expensive Ladies'
Hunting Watches and elegant Chains, from
auction, at proportionate prices. Goods sent
C. O. 1)., privilege to examine. F. J. Nash,
removed to 712 Broadway, N. Y., May 1st.
"Worthy the fullest confidence." — Christian
Advocate, N Y. ''All that Mr, Nash sa\s
may be relied upon."—Christian at Work.
*• We have the utmost confidence in the above
goods.'*—Liberal Christian ' Certainly cheap
and the quality reliable."—Christian Intelli-
gencer. '*Just. what he represents them "—
Christian Union. "Reliable,"—Moore'sRural
New Yorker. 11

ONE PRICE

Root and Shots Store.

T. G. SHOLES & Co.,

234 Superior St., Cleveland, Ohio.

iT. G. Siioles, William McFarland,
A. 11. NoLr.)

Largest assortment in the city. 7-1}'

1£ IT

P 11 0 T 0 G 11 A P II S
BY

W. IT. MUMLER.
Three wonderful pictures of Mrs. Fannie

Conaut, of the "Banner of L ght."

1st—Of her spirit brother, Chas. H.
Crowt-ll.

2d—Of her little Indian girl, Yash-
Tan.

3d—Spirit hands holding in suspen-
sion spirit flowers.

Card size. The three sent to any address
on rece pi of 50c. Every Spiritualist should
hait them. Address, W.H. MUMlEk,

170 West Springfield St.,
19-2m Boston, Alassj

 B US 1N ESS CARDS.

TC. EVANS, ADVERTISING AGENT,
, 106 Washington street, Boston.

BROWN & LOWN,
Attorneys and Counselors at Law,

Office corner Bank and Superior streets, op-
posite Weddell House.

Mrs SCHNEIDER,

MILLINER AND DRESSMAKER,
186 Ohio St., Cleveland, 0.

fiSfSkirt supporting Corsets for sale. 23

E. D E C K E11,
PHOTOGRAPHER

243 SUPERIOR STREET,

CLEVELAND, 0.

THE SHE2MAN FAMILY,

JOHN" SHERMAN and his two sons,
MOSES and 1IEN RY,

Remarkable Test Mediums,
will answer calls to hold Seances for the man-
ifestation of the

WONDERFUL PHENOMENA
produof d through their mediumship.

Address,
JOHN SHERMAN,

20-tf Cardington, Chio.

ROSE & BROTHER,
PACKERS AND I1AM-CURERS

138 Ontario Street, Clevelandj 0.

HAM^S, ^houldi^rs and Breakfast Bacon, best
in marke , prime Leaf-Lard, rendered, in

tierces, barrels and kees No 1 Vless and Light
Mess Long and Short, Clear Pork.

All articles warranted to give satisfaction ;
all at I owest ma ket price. No chartre for
package or cartage. fcly

DR. C. BUTTS
\1TTSIIES to inform his patrons and the
VV public that he has resumed the manufac-

ture of his

EXCELSIOR MEDICINES AND
NEVER FAILING

PILLS,
And in a few days they will be ready for sale
_-liaving been burned out by ihe Chicago
Fire. 24

COAL! COALT
[ AM RECEIVING DAILY the following
1 Coals, and will sell nt 'he

LOWEST MARKET RATES.
The Franklin Hard Coal is superior to any

in this market. The Cannel Coal burns more
like wood and is a very superior coal ; will
last much longer than any other of the soft
coals in market.

MASSILLON, HOCKING VALLEY,
BRIER HILL, CANNEL AND

SAL1NEV1LLE lOAL.
Marti Coal, Eehigli, Franklin

dV I'itlstou.
Sewer Pipe and Drain Tile,

figg- Office 64 South Water Street, and at
Eucad Avenue Station.

E. N. HAMMOND.
21 Cleveland, O.

To Avcrtisers.—All persons who con-
template making contracts with newspapeis
for the insertion of Advertisements should
Send to

GEO. P.HOWELL & CO.
for a Circular, or enclose 25 cents for their
ONK HUNDRED PAGE PAMPHLET, con-
taining lists of 3 000 Newspapers and esti-
mates, showing the co>t of advertising aleo
many useful hints to aivertibers, and some
account of the experience** of- m»*n who are
known as SUCCESSFUL ADVERTISERS
This firm are proprietors of the American
Newspaper Advertising Agency,

41 PARK ROW N. Y.(
and art* possessed ot unequaled facilities for
se uringlhe insertion of advertisements in all
Newspapers and Periodicals at lowest raies.

(TjQfVr A MONTH — Horse and outfit fur-
( 0 nished. Address, Novelty Co.,

fea«*o, .VLe 23-13t

greaTchance for agents.
Do you want an ag *ncy. local or travel-
ing, wiih a chance to make $5 to $20
per <lay selling our new 7strand White
Wire Ciotues Link.-? They last Jor-

eve.r; samples free, so lhere is no risk.
("jill on, or address, C. M. Nyk, 114

Ontario St , Cleveland, O.

New Millinery Establishment.

JUST OPENED a arge and splendid assort-
ment of

>Iillinery Goods !
BY

Mrs, M. C. Stewart, Painesville, 0.,
who will trive her whole attention to the
Millinery department.

A call solicited. 23

Tlie Improved

UNION DRESS CHART
AND THE

AMERICAN SHIRT SCALE,
Designed and sold by

Prof. Seth Hale,
18 3 Russell Court, Worcester, Mass.

Whitney 's TV eats Foot

HARNESS SOAP.
{Steam Refined.)

It Oils. Blacks, Polishes, and Soaps at the
same time. For sale by Harness Makers,
Grocers, and Druggists everywhere. Manu-
factured by G. F. WHIxNEY CO,
17-6t Lexington, Mass.

PH. H. B. STOKER'S

Compound Powders of

BUCHU & UROTT,
for disorders of the

KIDNEYS, BLADDER

Prostatic and Urinary Organs.
PRICE §1,25.

Directions.—Take a half teaspoonful of the
powder, three times a day, (at least halt an
hour before eating,) in a little hot water when
convergent. In severe or acute attacks, it
should be taken in h«-t spearmint tea, once
in two or three hours, uttil relieved. Keep
the bowels open.

These powders are tree from the irritating
and destructive effects of alcohol, which en-
ters into the fluid preparationsar d are recom-
mended as St mulant, Alterative, Diuretic,
Anti-Spasmodic and Tonic, in all cases ot
Non-retention or Incominence of Urine, Irri-
tation Inflammation or Ulceration ot the Blad-
der or Kidneys Diseases of the Prostate
Gland Stone in the bladder. Calculus. Gravel
or Brick'Dust Deposit, Dilates of the Blad
der, Kidneys. Droptical Swellings, all Com-
plaints incidental to Females, for weaknesses
arising fiom Excesses or Indiscretion, Rheu-
matic Affections, Salt Kneum, Erysipelas
Skin Diseases, and all diseases ot the Urinary
Organs in either sex.

All ord°rs should be addressed to this office
6tf

DR. HI. SLADE,
CLAIR VOYAK1,

AND

J. SIMMONS,
Dr. Slade will, on receiving a lock of hair,

wiili the lull name a-d age, make a claiivoy-
ant examination,and return a writtendiagnosis ,
of the case, witn cost ol treatm nt A fee of
two dollars muest accompany the hair, which
will be applied on medicine where treatment
is ordered. All letiers shouldbe directed to

Slade <fc Simmons,
210 West 43 i Street, N.Y

P. S-—Please writ* your address plain;

THE POSITIVE, RluHT ARM
OF THE

HEAVENS,
AND

The Negative, I -eft,

holding a Double Rein ov«r

DISEASE and DEATH.

Tbe Grand Medical Demonstration of
THE AGE.

THE SECRE1 of ALL REA LINCr

THE

KEY TO MEDICINE!
Unlocking the Fountains of Health,

and sealing tip the sewers of
.^Disease.

1 SEVEN YEARS' TRIAL
by hundreds of thousands

Proves it to be of

Supramundane Origin and Power.

Overwhelming Evidences
of the

Triumphant Success
and of the

REMARKABLE CURES
Of all manner of Disease with which it

is possible for Men, Women and »
Children to be afflicted !

Evidence? from the North.
Evidences from the South.
Evidences from the East.
Evidences from the West.

Testimony from Men.
Testimony from Women.
Testimony from Children.

Testimony front Hie Doctors..
Testimony from the I'resteliers.
Testimony from tlie PEOPLE.

Witnesses unchallenged, witnesses beyond
reproach witnesses one and all, certi-

fying to the incomparable
virtues and the

MAGIC POWERS
of the Magn« tic. M dioal messenger from

SPIRITS TO MEN,

Mrs. Spence's

Positive and Negative Powders.
The Positives cure Neuralgia, Head-

ach« , Rh- umatism. Pains af all kinds ; Juarr-
ncea, JDyj-entery, Vomiting, Dyspepsia- Flatu-
lence, Worms; all Ftinnle \V eakne-ses and
derangemei ts ; Fits. Cramps, St. Vilas Dance,
Spa>ms; all high grades of Fever, Sm»ll
Pox. Measles Scarlatina, Erysipelas ; all In-
flammations, acute or chronic, oi the K dneys,
Liver, Lungs, Womb, Bladder, or any other
organ of the bod} ; Catarrh, Consumption,
Broi chitis. Coughs, Cold.-; Scrofula, .Nervous-
ness, Asthma, Slt-eph ssneus, &c.

The Ncgillives cure Paralysis, or Palsy,
whe'hei ol tne u.uscles or of tbe senses, as in
Blindness, Deafness, l«»s> of tat-te, smell, feel-
ing or moti«»n ; all low Fevers, such as the
Typhoid and the Typhus.

B th ihe P.'Sitive and Negative are needed
in Chills and F« ver.

AGENTS WAtNTED EVERYWHERE.
Mailed poet-paid at thetse prices;

1 Box 44 Pos. Powders . . . $1.00
1 " 44 Neg. »• ... 1,00
I " 22 Pos. & 22 Neg. . . ; 1.00
6 Boxes 5.00
12 4 9.00

OFFICE 37} ST. MARK'S PLACE,
NEW YORK.

Addrett PROF. PA YTON SPENCE, Jtf. D.
Box 5817. New York City.

If your druggitt hasn't the Powders,
tenu your mone\ at once to Prof. Spence.

For sale ajso at the office of The American
8piriiuaii*t. 3ly
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  HTHIIEi AIMIEIE^TOA-TSr SPIRILTJALIS'T.  T5
WOliKb OF HUDSON TUTTLE.

 :o: 

ARCANA OF SPIRITUALISM.
A MANUAL OF

Spiritual Science and Philosophy.
Among the subjects thoroughly discussed

in this Volume, are -

The Evidences op Spiritualism,
The Relations of Si»irIt to Force,
Clairvoyance in all its Forms,
The Phases of Mediumship,
How Mediumship can be obtained,
Philosophy of Spirit-Existence,
The Teachings of Spiritualism, &c.

This la>t and greatest work of Hudson
Tuttlk, should find its way into the hands
of every Spiritualist, and be eagerly per-
used bj the opp«»ser and ykeptic. It embodies
the deepest researches, and the ins iration
of years of mediumship. The author's
characteristic, brief and pointed style, so
admirably adapted to condense facts and
philosophy in the smallest oompass, has al-
lowed him to compress in this an astonishing
amouitt ol information; and it is difficult to
ask a question relative to Spiritualism, that

' is not answered in its pages.

CONTAINING A FINE PHOTOGRAPH OF
HUDSON TUTTLE.

Price $2,00. Postage 20 cents.

ARCANA OF NATURE:
OR

The History and Laws of Creation

1st Volume $1,25. Postage 18 cents.

ARCAN-A OF NATURE:
or. The Philosophy of Spiritual Existsnoe
and of the Spirit World 2d Volume. $1,25

Postage 18 cents.

'•In respect to style, it (the Arcana) dif-
fers in its most essential features and char-
acteristics, from nearly all the writings ot
modern media. ...... The text is
neither encumbered with technicalstumbling-
blocks. mixed metaphors nor redundant
language."—Banner of Light.

The career of theGod Idea inHistory
CONTENTS.

Introduction.—The God-Idea of the
Hindoos, of the Egyptians, Chaldseans,
Persians, of the Jews, of the Arabians,
<ol theGreeks and Romans, of the Alex-
andrian School and Early Christianity,
<ofthe Later Philosophers, of the Bible,
ol the Chinese, Druids, Scandinavians
and Aztecs.—Conclusion. Ultimate ol
the God-Idea.

Price $1 25. Postage 16 Cents.
"A work of remarkable interest."— Phil-

adelphia City News.
"The book has a value as an index of un-

believing thought" Advance, Chicago.

CAREER OF THE° CHRIST-IDEA IH
11 ISTORY.

"This volume is a sequel to 'The God-Idea,'
by the same author, and, like that, is destined
to make a dee impression upon all thought-
ful readers. It is the best book yet given to
the world, from the pen of the talented author,
and must find its way i to every well-stocked
ibrary."—Lyceum Banner.

"The book presents the same remarkably
aeat, plain and artistic style of execution
which characterized the former volume.
There are few less .ns the world needs more
to learn, than the plain, unvarnished truths
bo bravely uttered in this little volume ; and
if the demand should correspond with its in-
trinsic merit, it will be found upon the taMe
of every lover' of truth."—Religi0'Philosophi -
cal -Journal

"A vigorous impeachment of Christianity.''
Boston Commonwealth.

"The typographicalappearanceof the book
is excellent. The book itself is but the
nat'i-al result of free-thinkiug."—Real-Estate
J*urnal
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A LIST of Spiritua ist, Rationalist,
Libera , Reform and other Publications,
for sale by I'hbAm rican spiritualist
Publishing Company.

(pgr The best way to torward money is by
Registered Letters. They cost but a trifle more
than postage, and the sender always receives
by mail a receip• for the delivery ol the letter.
Next to this a Post Office order is cheap, safe,
and convenient.

Cash must accompany orders in all cases.
The a-nount of postage when books are sent

by mail must be sent with the order.
Letter Postage required on books sent by

mail to the following Territories: Colorado,
Idaho, Montana. Nevada, Utah.
NATU Kit's DIVINK KEVhLATIONSJ

The profoundest production of spirits
through the mediative qualities of Ai drew
Jackson Davis; 786 pp. 3,50. Postage 40c.

AKOANA OF NATLTHK;
Or the History and Laws of Creation. By
Hudson Tuttle. 1st Vol. $1,25, postage 18c.

ARCANA OP NATURE ;
Or the Philosophy of Spiritual Existence
and ot the Spirit World; by Hudson Tuttle;
2d vol., $1,25, postage 18c.

arabula ;
Or The Divine Guest; containing a new
collection of Gospels ; b\ A. J. Davis, author
of several volumes of ihe Haimonial Phil-
osophy; just published; $1,50, postage 20
cents.

a stkllar key to the summer land;
Illustrated with diagrams and engravings of
celestial scenerj ; by J. A. Davis; just pub-
lished; $1,00, postage I6c.

APPROACHINGCRISIS J
By A. J. Davis; being a review of Dr. Busb-
nell's Lctures on Supernaturalism: $1.00.
nostage 12c.

AGE OF REASON ;
Being an investigation of -true and fabulous
Theology; cloth 50c. postage 8c.

BLOSSOMS OF OUR SPUING J
A Poetic Work, by Hudson and Emma Tut-
tle; $1,00, postage 20c.

CORN HUSKS;
A most interesting Poem; presenting a
spicy discussion between King Cotton and
King Corn ; by G. Dexter Doty ; cloth 50c.

children's PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM ;
A New Manual, with full directions for the
organization and management of Sunday
Schools; by A. J. Davis; 80c., postage 8c
$63,00 per hundred; abridged edition 45c.,
postage 4c., $35,00 per hundred.

CHRIST AND THE PEOPLE ]
A New Book, by A. B. Child ; 1.25, post-
age 16c.

ERRORS OF THE BIBLE J
Demonstrated by the truths of nature; or
man's only infallible rule of practice; by
Henry C. Wright, paper 35c.. postage 4c.;
cloth 60c., postage 8c.

ELIZA WOODSON J
Or the early days of the world's workers;
1,50 postage free.

FREE THOUGHTS CONCERNINGRELIGION;
Or Nature vs. Theology; by A-J. Davis;
20c., postage 2c.

FAMILIAR SPIRITS J
And Spiritual Manifestations, being a series
of articles by Dr. Enoch Pond, Professor
in Bangor Theological Seminary, with a
reply by A. Bingham, Esq., ol Boston. 20c.,
postage 4c.

FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF AN-
OTHER WoRLD.

With Narrative Illustrations; by Robert
Dale Owen ; $1,75 postage 26c.
GIST OF SPIRITUALISMJ

Being a course of five lectures delivered by
Warren Chase in Washington; 50c., poet-
age free.

GREAT HARMONIA;
In 5 vols., by A. J. Davis"; Vol. 1—The
Physician. Vol. 2—The Teacher. Vol. 3—
The Seer. Vol. 4—The Reformer. Vol.5—
The Thinker. $1,50 each, postage 20c each

HARBINGER OF HEALTH ;
By A. J. Davis. 1,50, postage 20c.

HEALING OF THE NATIONS;
By Charles Linton, with an Appendix by
N .thaniel P. Tallmadge; 4th edition, 537pp,
$3,00, postage 36c.

HEALING OF THE NATIONS;
Second Series, by Charles Linton; 363pp';
$2,50, postage 30c.

HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF EVILJ
By A J. Davis; paper 50c.; postage 6c.,
cloth 75c., postage 12c.

INCIDENTS IN MY LIFE ;
By D. D. Home, with an introduction by
Judge Edmonds ; $1,25, postage free.

joan d'akc;
A Biography, translated from the French
b> Saran M. Grimke, with portrait, $1,00,
postage 12c.

jesus of Nazareth;
Or a true history of the man called Jesus
Christ, embracing his parentage, his youth,
his original doctrines and works, his career
as a public teacher and physician of the
people, &c,; new edition, $1,75, postage
24c.

KoRan;
Commonly called the Alcoran of Mohammed
translated into English immediately from
the original Arabic by Geo Side, Gent.;
new edition, 472 pp., $1,50, postage 20c.

strange visitors ;
A wonderful new book, just published, con
taming thirtysix original contributions by
the sp rits of such famous HUthors as Irving,
Thackeray, Charlotte Bronte, Byron, Haw
thorne, Willis, Humboldt, Mrs. Browning
and others, now dwelling in the spirit worid
Elegantly bound in cloth, $1 50.

MEMORANDA OF PERSONS, PLACES AND
K VENTS ;

Embracing authentic facts, visions, impres-
sions, d scoveries in Magnetism, Clairvoy-
ance, Spiiitualism ; also quotations from
the opposition; by A. J. Davis; 488pp„
$1,50, postage 20c

NEW TESTAMENT MIRACLE8 ;
And modern miracles; the comparative
amount of evidence for each ; the nature of
both; testimony of a hnndred witnesses; an
essay read before the divinity school, Cam-
bridge ; by J, H. Fowler ; 40c., postage 4c,

PHI-L^S PHY OF SPECIAL PROVIDENCES;
A Visi n, by A. J. Davis; 20c ; postage 2C.

PLAIN GUIDE TO SPIRITUALISM J
.spiritual Hand-book, by Uriah C'ark ; full
gilt $1,75; plain ; $1,25. postage 16c.

PHILOSOPHY OF ELECTRICAL PSYCHOL-
OGY ;

In 12 Lectures, by Dr. Dods; $1,25, post-
age 16c.
Poems;

By Achsa W. Sprague; 1,50, postage 20c.
SEERS OF THE AGES :

(Third edition) Ancient, Mediasval and
Modern Spiritualism. A book of great re-
search. By J. M. Peebles. Bound in
beveled boards. Price $2,00, postage 35
cents.

JESUS; MYTH, MAN OR GOD.
By J. M. Peebles. This is a suggestive and
deeply interesting pamphlet. It is offered
at the extremely low price of 50 cents.
Postage 4 cents.

CAREER OE THE GOD-IDEA IN HISTORY.
By Hudson Tuttle- This work is of deepest

interest to the student of history, the skeptic
or the religionist. Price $1,25, postage 16
cents.
CAREER OF THE CHRIST IDEA IN HISTORY.

By Hi dson Tuttle. (Companion volume
to God-Idea.) Every person who Wishes tj
treat this subject from the high and unpre
judiced grounds of calm and unbiased reason,
should read these two volumes, Price $1,25,
postage 16 cts.
SPIRITUAL HARP.

A collection of vocal musio for choir, con-
gregation and social circle. By J. M. Peebles,
J. O. Barrett and C- H. Bailey. There are
360 pieces of music in this book, embracing
greatvariety, suitable for any occaison. Price
$2,00, postage 24c.
SELF CONTRADICTIONS OF THE BIBLE ,

144 propositions proved affirmatively and
negatively from'the Bible, without comment.
25c, postage 2cts.

THIRTY-1 WO WONDERS:
Or the skill displayed in the miracles of
Jesus ; by Prof. M. Durais; paper 25c, post-
age 2c; cloth 60c, postage 8c.

THEODORE PARKER IN t-PIRIT LIFE ;
A narration of personal experiences, inspira-
ti"ually given to Fred. L. H. Willie, M. D.;
25c single copy; 50 copies $8,00 100 copies
$15,00

THE ORIGIN AND ANTIQUITY OF PHYSICAL

MAN ;
Scientifically considered; by Hudson Tut-
tle; $1,50, postage free,

THE BIBLE,
Is it of divine origin, authority and influ-
ence? By S J. l iiiney; cloth 60 c, paper
35 c.

WOMAN AND HER ERA !
By Mrs. Eliza W. Farnham ; 2 vols. 12mo
nearly 800 pages; plain muslin $3,00, post-
age free.

WILDFIRE CLUB;
By Mrs Emma Hardinge; $1,25; postage
20c.

TESTIMONY OF CHRIST'S SECOND APPEARING
Exemplified by the Principles and Prac-
tices of the True Church ot Christ. His-
tory of the progressive work of God, ex-

tending from the Creation of man to the
' Harvest,"— comprising the four great
Dispensations now consummating in the
Millknial Church, &c , &c. Publish
ed by the United Society called Shakers;
4th edition, price $2.

THE SOCIAL evil;—Tract No. 1.
By James S. Prescott, North Union.

THE tHAKER's ANSWER, 1870;
By R. W. Pelham.
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RIVER WIRE WORKS,
114 ONTARIO STREET, .
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Patent White Wire Clothes Line,
REASONS WIJ Y EVER Y FA MIL Y

SHOULD HAVE ONE.

1st—It never need be taken down, for what-
evet the wear ner may be, ii cannot alieci it.

2d—In addition to the said great conveni-
ence, it is the cheapest Clothes Line in the
world. Cannot be loa ed with cloihes so
heavy as to break it, and will last a life time,
while a rope line that will cost one-third or
one-half as much, will last with good care
only aboui one year. If it cost 25, instead of
3 cents per foot, it would be cheaper in the
end than a rope line.

3d—It does not in any way discolor, wear,
or injure clothes, and the} never treeze to
it. In the coldest weather the finest fabrics
can be removed instantly without injury.
This is a decided advantage over rope lines.

4—It will save its cost in saving clothes
every six months it is used.

6—We give to every person who purchases
from us, or our agents, the following guaran-
tee from the manufacturers:

GUARANTEE.
$

 187
This is to guarantee the Patent White Wirt

Cloihes Line, this day sold to M 
 , against rusting, corroding,
wearing the clothes or freezing to them. If
not found to prove as represented, the money
will be refunded.

HUDSON RIVER WIRE WORKS,
R. T. Bush & Co., Manufacturers.
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~ •p-FTTT, A M-ET^TO^^T spibitualist.   ...
A GRAND OLD POEM

Who ahall jadge a man from manners?
"Who shall know him by his dre3s ?

Paupers may be fit for prince3,
Princes fit for something less ;

Crumpled shirt and dirty eke

May beclothe the golden ore

Of the deepest thought and feeling—

Satin vests could do no more.

There are springs of crystal nectar
Ever welling out of stone ;

There are purple buds and golden,

Hidden, crushed, and overgrown ;
God, who counts by souls, not dresses,

Loves and prospers you and me,
While he values thrones the highest

But as pebbles in the sea.

Man, upraised above his fellows,
Oft forgets his fellow tlien,

Masters, rulers, lords, remember
That your meanest kinds are men ;

Men by honor, men by feeling,
Men by thought, and men by fame,

Claiming equal rights to sunshine,
In a man's ennobling name.

There are foam-embroidered oceans,
There are little weed-clad rills;

There arc feeble inch-high saplings,
There are cedars on the hills;

God, who counts J>y souls, not station.
Loves and.prospers you and me ;

For to him all famed distinctions
Are as pebbles in the sea.

Toiling hands alone are builders
Of a nation's wealth or fame;

Titled laziness is pensioned,
Fed and fattened on the same ;

By the sweat of other's foreheads,
Living only to rejoice :

While the poor man's outraged freedom
Vainly lifteth up its voice.

Truth and justice are eternal,
Born with loveliness and light;

Secret wrongs shall never prosper
While there is sunny light ,

God, whose world-heard voice is singing
Boundless lovo to you and mo,

Sinks oppression with the titles,
As the pebbles in the sea.

The following very sensible and well considered

views touching the matter of the Bible reading in

our schools, we extract from the Boston Sunday
Herald. They are so mueh in harmony with our
own that we are constrained to copy them for the
benefit of our readers:

Some people claim that this is a Protestant country. This
is a mistake. A majority of the people of this country are
Protestants, but in religious matters this is a free country.
That is its chief distinction and its highest praise. If
Protestants are more liberal in this respect than Catholics
they must show it in just such questions as this of the Bible
in the schools. We must set them an example of liberality,
instead of establishing a precedent of narrowness. Probably
nobody believes that the reading of the Bible in the schools
has any power to save or to damn the pupils. It is one of
those little points which amount to nothing, but upon which
sectarians are always ready to contend, as though they were
of vital importance. The very people who insist upon retain-
ing the Bible in the schools would be the first to resist and
the last to be satisfied if their religious prejudices were
oft'ended in a similar way ; and the Catholics who complain
lhe loudest of tho Protestant Bible in the sohools would be
the first to force in the Douay version if they had the power.
The contention shows bigotry on both sides, and we know of
110 more sensible way than to make public education wholly
secular. If one religion depends more upon ignorance than
another it will lose ground as the people are educated. If
one religion crumps and confines by its dogmas, the well de-
veloped mind will outgrow it and cast it off. We welcome
•with gratitude the good done by every church of whatever
name, while we cannot fail to deploro the waste of strength
in their fights with each other, and the bigotry displayed in
these contests which brings reproach upon the name of re-
ligion.

PARAGRAPHIC--SPIRITUAL, |
COMPILED BY GEO. A. BACON.

The most important events of Cowper's latter years

were audibly announced to him before they occurred.

His lucid intervals, and the return of his disorder

were announced to him in this manner.—JV. 1. Inde-

pendent.
We not only believe in the ministry of angels, but

believe that its existence and advantages are demon

strable to all who candidly seek and willingly choose

the responsibilities that seeking incurs. And we hail

it as the hope of humanity and the dawn of its bright- <

est day.—Rev. J. B. Ferguson.

In my humble way I have been an earnest advocate

of the principles of the spiritual philosophy, while to

me its truths are quite as real as are the facts of ma-

terial existence; and all my hopes for the future of

humanity are founded upon the inauguration of a

complete unity of purpose between the two spheres,

in all things upon which the good of humanity de-

pends.— Victoria C. Woodhull.
Whence do they come, these spirits of music ?

From out the human breast ! He beholds himself,

the master; this is the power which cites the spirit.

It rises up from the endless depths of the internal,
and they look keenly at one another (the master and

the spirit) ; this is inspiration ; so the divine spirit
looks upon Nature—through this she blossoms. Out
of the spirit, blossom's spirits ; they entwine with one
another, they stream forth, they drink in one another,
they bear one another, their dance is image form ; we
do not see them ; we perceive them, and subject our-
selves to their heavenly power, and in so doing we
submit to an influence which heals us. This is music !
—Bretano.

A creating and informing spirit which is with us
and not of us, is recognized in real and in storied life.
It is the Zeus that kindled the rage of Achilles; it is
the Muse of Homer ; it is the Daimon of Socrates ; it
is the inspiration of the seer ; it is the mocking devil
that whispers to Margaret as she kneels at the altar ;
and the hobgoblin that cried, " Sell him, sell him ! "

in the car of John Bunyan ; it shaped the forms that
filled the soul of Michael Angelo when he saw the
figure of the great Lawgiver in the yet unhewn mar-
ble, and the dome of the world's yet unbuilt basilica
asainst the blank horizon ; it comes to the least of us
O ;

as a voice that will be heard ; it tells us what we must
believe ; it frames our sentences; it lends a sudden
gleam of sense or eloquence to the dullest of us all,
so that, like Katterfelto, with his hair on end, we
wonder at ourselves, or rather not at ourselves, but at
the divine visitor who chooses our brain as his dwel-
ling-place, and invests our naked thought with the
purple of the kings of speech or song.— 0. W. Holmes.

It was an inspiring belief of Socrates that the
heroes, and martyrs, and sages of all time, still, in the
spirit, push on their earthly work and stimulate the
minds of men. Who would be sorry to believe that
the soldiers and statesmen of the new-born nation

1 may rejoice to-day with a mighty people which
F stretches nearly from the Arctic circle to the Carib-
' bean Sea, and fronts two thousand leagues on oceans

which join, through us, the centuries of Europe to
I the cycles of Cathay, that we have swept the " ephe-
i meral blot" from "an immortal instrument?" If
1 Franklin can recall his earthly memories of Wedder-

burne, may not the philosopher feel a little quiet satis-
(i faction at the spectacle of a most exalted British
, j Commission, sitting in the capital of aggrieved Amer-
i ica, to review, and authorized to express regret for a
f; fatal British wrong? Might not a soldier hope that
-; the great Revolutionary Chief may stretch his broad
5 hand in benediction over the living, and greet dear

^ i brethren dead with something of the tone which
1 j thrilled the weeping Spartan mother on the evening
. { of Thermopylae—" Your son doth sup with Leonidas

| to-night?"—Gen. Horace JBinney Sargent.

1872. our motto is 1872.
IMPROVEMENT !
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Mrs. Lou H. Kimball, Agent.

LOUISVILLE, KY., - - Office— , _

W. M. Connelly, Agent.

SAN FRANCSCO, CAL., - - Office—
Heman Snow, Agent.

CENTRAL OFFICE, - - NEW YORIfj
A. A. Wiieelock, Managing Editor.

•AGENTS WANTED IN EVERY STATE and TERRITORY
to canvass for the AMERICAN SPIRITUALIST, to

whom LIBERAL compensation will be given.

All matters of businessand other communications should
be addressed to

A. A. WHEElOCK,
29 Beekman Street, New Tork City.


