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THE DEATH OF SOCRATES 

KRISHNA AND 

THE BATTLE OF 
KURUKSHETRA 

THE 	GREAT WAR OF THE 
MAHABHARATA 

When the student begins his search for 
the fi1 e isuom conta1T.ec( itr the fnyth-= ­
ology of ancient people, he should always 
have one thought in his mind, one ques­
tion that he eternally must ask himself. 
What does this mean to me now, and how 
will it help me to live better, think better, 
and strengthen me to master the problems 
of ·every day life? The average student is 
wound up in the'ory. He may have a large 
number of facts at his command, but 
through much study and little thinking he 
has developed only a parrot consciousness. 
He is able to repeat facts and memorize 
dates, but can make no practical use of 
the information he has gathered. Unless 
we are able to gain something of every 
day use from the things we are learning 
it will be wise for us to change our line 
of thought into other channe-1s. We must 
study things that will help us and our 
fellowman to gain a greater uriderstand­
ing of living problems. The average so 
called student and theoretical thinker is 
merely , a mental gymnast. 

If we' are to draw the mystic meaning 
from the words that drop like pollen from 
the lotus lips of Krishna, we should read 
with this thought uppermost in our minds, 
the wonderful story of Arjuna and the 
Great War as it has been recorded in the 
Mahabharata. 

We should not study it for the legendary 
history it contains, but rather to correlate 
it with 	present day c.Qnsi.tiqns, where as 
never before father and son are ..battli~g 
each with the other. N e'Ver in the history 

of mankind have the pearls of truth fall­
ing from the mouth of the Lord of Love 
been of greater use than now. We as 
individuals, as nations, and our globe as 
an entire, must le'arn the lessons that Ar­
juna, the beloved disciple learned at the 
feet. of Krishna. 

Blessed are the students who can see in 
the' battle of Kurukshetra the eternal war 
as old as time itself, a war beginning in 
the dim forgetten past. and continuing 
until every soul listens to the words of 
the Higher One within himself, and wins 
the battle of life as Arjuna did when he' 
learned and understood the reason for 
being. 

It was said by th'e ancients that the Gods 
above were eternally battling with the' 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 

FIRST REQUISITES 
FOR STUDENTS OF 

OCCULTSCIENCE 

What are the first requisites of a stu­
dent of the occult sciences? 

Answer. There are many things to be 
considerred and books could be written 
concerning this vital question, but listed 
below are three requisites without which 
little progress, if any, is possible: 

(1) Purity. Before high spiritual or 
scientific truth can be comprehended by 
any student, it is necessary for him to lift 
his center of consciousness and the forces 
which nourish and supply it into the cen­
ters of higher sense perceptions and spirit­
ual cognitions. This is only possible when 
the body, emotions, and mind are purified 
by supplying the'ir vital centers with puri­
fied life essences. High, altruistic ideals 
cannot manifest through vehicles tha,t are 
filled with low thoughts, annimal desires, 
or destructive actions. The gratification 
of sense centers' must be transmuted from 
the animal to the spiritual mental plane, 
and this is only possible . through a puri­
ficationof the entire organism. 

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 

GREAT GREEK 
PHILOSOPHER 

TELLS OF DEATH 
F rom the Dialogues of 


Plato. 


(By B. Jowett, M.A.) 

(After an interval of some months or 
years, at Phlius a town of Sicyon, the tale 
of the last hours of Socrates is narrated 
to Echecrates and other Philasians by 
Phaedo the' "beloved disciple"-Jowett.) 

(Many philosophical question are dis­
cussed in prison by Socrates and his 
friends, many questions concerning death, 
suicide and the proper attitude toward life. 
Speaking of the other world, the supe'rior 
world, the upper earth. Socrates tells 
them the following :-Editor.) 

In the first place, the earth, when looked 
at from above, is like' one of those balls 
which have leather coverings in twelve 
pieces, and is of divers colors, of which 
the colors which painters use on earth are 
only a sample. But there the' whole ea-rth 
is made up of them, and they are brighter 
far and clearer than ours; there is a purple 
of wonderful lustre, also the radiance of 
gold, and the' white which is in the earth is 
whiter than any chalk or snow. Of these 
and other colors the earth is made up, 
and they are more in number and fairer 
than the eye of man has ever seen; and the' 
very hollows (of which I was speaking) 
filled with air and water are seen like light 
flashing amid the other colors, and have a 
color of their own, which giye's a sort of 
unity to the variety of earth. And in this 
fair region everything that grows- trees, 
and flowers, and fruits-are in a like de~ 

gree fairer than any here; and the're are 
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