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Beloved Centurion: 

The title of this lesson is self- aX?lanatory : LIVING BY FAIT~ - can you 
not feel the magnificence of the words and ~nat t hey portray? As I think on them, 
a picture of t he lives of t hose who have fm.L"lc t he joy of 11 l i ving by faith 11 comes 
before me i n my mind 1 s eye. 

It is t he sincere wish o: my heart that ever y Companion on t he Mayan Pat h , 
and there are t housands of you, will really f LDd the treasures ~hich can be yours , 
even t hough perhaps right now it would seem an impossi bility . There ar e times wh en 
i t is not easy t o have faith and our burdens seeill too great to oear, but t he bur­
dens can be lifted when f ai t h i s strong , whe!l r.•1e learn to use t hat ~iiTRACLE PONEn 
wi t hi n ourselves which is faith . I learned long ago that 7Ti t hout i t there i s not..h­
i ng to cling to , nothing on which we can pi11 our hopes , no other ·:ray of solving 
our problems . I could not live without my ::'aith. It is the gr eatest t hing in my 
life . 

This lesson is designed to ma.'lce t he ability to "live oy f aith 11 more easi l y 
accessible to you . I strongl y believe t hat it ·:r:..ll be extremely helpful . You will 
noti ce at th e very close of this lecture lesson, ·Ne have given you nine rules to 
follow which we believe, if follcr;red dili gently , can open up a whole new way of 
Jif'e for you. 

So it is with t hi s hope and prayer i n our hearts t hat we leave t his series 
which we have called YOUR MI:RACLE POWER, and we would appreciate greatly hearing 
from you as to the degree your faith has been strengthened as a result of thi s 
study you have just finished . I am hopeful of hearing of some fine progress made 
on the parts of all of t he member s in your class . 

Let us ask our Heavenly Father for grace, as we make the followi ng petition 
to Him: 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, help me now to gather up all the 

underst anding of fait h I have and use it living my 

life . Thus let it grow from :nore to more . 

- g-, -

~IGHTEOUS~~SS THROUGH FAITH : 

One day i n the year 1510 a devout man was t rying to i ncrease his 
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righteousness by self- punishment. He was dissatisfied ~ith religious living as he 
saw it about him, and was seeking something deeper. As he went on with hi s self­
inflicted physical distress a verse appearing in the Books of Haba¥~uk , Romans , and 
Hebrews, kept ringing through hi s mind - 11The just (the righteous ) shall live by 
faith (or t heir faith) .n He ke.pt thinking about that sentence till it saturated 
hi s soul and he accepted it as a principle of li~e . From t hat day on he profound­
ly affected the life of the ages . 

Living by faith , using it as t he motivat i on for daily living, he naturally 
learned as much about faith in practice as he had already learned by t heory . He 
wrote books about it more illuminating than any he had ever read . One was a com­
ment ary on t he Book of Romans , t l1e introduction to which had a great deal t o say 
about faith . 

One evening in the spring of 1738 a minister was reading aloud from that 
section in a little mee~~ng in London . Among t hose present was a young Oxford man 
who had for years been seeking a faith of which he could be definitely conscious . 
As t he r eading went on he felt his heart grov.ring strangely warm . Knowing he had 
found the fai th he sought, f rom t hat night on he too lived a new life and made 
his mark for bett er things on the life of the world. He too had searched till he 
found a faith for living. 

An older and less cheerful generation used to 1;~e to say t hat faith was 
good to die by . That was gr andly true, but it >1a s not the v;hole s tory. It is 
good to live by too, and that is what most of us need right now. 

We need a faith sufficient for the great and spectacular things of life, 
but no less for the humble and obscure ones, for t he t hings we dream about but 
also for t hose with which we must actually deal, for things far away but also for 
those close at hand . We need a fai~h of t heory but also one of application, a 
faith t hat sounds well, but al so works well - a fait h we can carry anywhere and 
appl y i n anyth:i.D.g . 

There is a school of thought t hat uses t his as a test for truth - na thi.11g 
is true if it meets the needs of life . 11 vie know air and water e::ll."i.st because they 
are necessary. By t he same token we knO'I'l t hat God exi sts becat:.se the world and 
li:fe are so constructed that t hey cannot go on without Him. That was what Vol­
t aire meant when he said that if there we:-e no God we would he.ve to invent one . 

Faith has a leading part to play in t hese discernments . It whispers to 
us that t he searching soul will find its God, and that t he life loolr...ing for an 
ideal will realize it, and that Dne seeking strength to accomplish duty will f i nd 
t hat strength. 

Faith is to t he spirit somet hing like air is to the body , - not a lm..LL.ry 
but a necessity , not a theoretical need but an actual one . Faith is for t he needs 
of today . Do not f ail to keep it on hand . 

- (Q) -



}q 3AC~Nfllm LOOK: 

To the traveler t he most i mportant thing is the road fo~ard, but it is 
~7ell noYr and then to pause and look over the distance already tre.·,reled . It often 
discloses things we di d not not i ce as ·;1e came, ana it often pre}:G.res us the better 
to go on . Let us non do that with the grou.11d ·.ve have already covered before start­
ing from here on the home stretch . 

7le have said that t he "'ay to get started in faith is not to wait to rmder­
stanc all about i t first, but to have confi dence in Goa and oeg~ t he adventure, 
learning by experience as rie go along . We have said that one should study the 
definitions of faith, but t hat if he does not find them clear he should not stop 
or let himself be hindered by the:n, for that might confuse him ai i the more, while 
sinpl e confidence ~ill serve to clear his mind and enable hi m to ~~e a good and 
help~ul beginning, leaving the rest to clear up one thing at a t~ <e . 

i3ut even that may not be easy at first . The beginner asks , 11How am I to 
cio even t his? 11 7/e say 11Beginner 11 but that does not necessarily :::ean a very yormg 
person or one riho has never made any serious eff ort to live the s?iritual life . 
:~n:; people have accepted creeds, joL11ed groups , and cione some studyi ng; but too 
many have not taken it seriously and followed through . 

Really starting on t he adventure of faith is something cifferent . Nothing 
less than undertaking i t as the saints and prophets di d is enough . It is not 
merely a nominal and formal sta...T"t v1e mean, but a daring attempt to have a great 
faith and use it i n a great way . Can you make such a beginning? Have you t he 
necessary equipment to start with? 

We have already answered t hat too. We have sai ci that if you do not have 
confidence, assume i t till you have had some experience ni th i t . You v1ill then 
finci, perhaps to your surpr ise, that you do have it, and are reacy to proceed with 
your great advent ure in living . 

'The formula is plain and simple . Live as though you bel; eved . Do 
the t hings you t hink a per son of great faith would do in the way 
you think a person of great faith would do t hem. Read your Bi ble 
and other inspiring books . Meditate on the passages that challenge 
you . Do what you t hink is in line with what you learn . Be daring­
ly bold and tremendously i n earnest, even if it is at times a bit 
inconvenient . There are growing pai ns connected v1i th this kind of 
development, but they will not harm you . Unless yours i s a very 
exceptional case, you wi ll soon find t hat you have the fai th you 
are trying to express, and f rom t hat on expressing it wi ll not 
seem strange or be difficult . 

But remember that this process i s real and earnest . It ~ill be of no use 
to undert ake it in any other spiri t or way . They fail who assume that faith i s 
just something you have or haven 1 t , something you are or are not given. Bui ldi ng 
faith is as practical and de~11ding as building a body . To learn it demands daily 
exercise and practice, like learning ~11 art or skill . 

0 
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y OU LIVE BY F AIT:'i AL.-qE;ADY: 

We have now reached the point in these lessons wher e we can make the 
probably surprising statement that learning to live by faith should not be too 
much of a problem to you, because you live largely by faith already . You may not 
~ealize it , but you do . If you didn1 t you could not get along at all . You live 
by fait h in all the common and ordinary things of life . All you need to do is to 
extend it to t he uncommon and extraordinary ones . 

Not only so, but you live by fait h in the ordinary things of life in exact­
ly t he way to do it at the hi gher levels and in the farther reaches - in plain, 
simple , unreasoned , unthinking, and even unconscious confidence - by simpl y ¥~owing 
or assuming that all is well and will be . Let us consider what is meant by that : 

• Wherever you walJc you s t ep with faith that the ground will bola you up . 
otherwise, how could you go anywher e? 

e Every time you drink a glass of water you do so in faith that it is clean 
and pure . otherwise, you would per ish of thirst. 

• Every time you take food you do so i n faith that it is safe and good t o 
eat , that no one or anything has poisoned or contaminated it. otherwise , 
you could not loug survive . 

e Every time you make a purchase you do so in faith that t he articl e is de­
sirable and the tradesman honest . otherwise, you could not obtain the 
necessities of life . 

• 

• 

• 

Every time you take change in a transact ion you do so in faith that t he 
coins and bills are not counter£ ei t . otherwise you could make no trans­
actions . 

Every time you accept a friend you do so in faith ~hat he is a worthy 
person and t_i}at his friendship is desirable . Otherwise yours would be a 
f r i endless life . 

Every t ime you engage in a conversation you do so in fait h that what is 
told you is credi ble a..11d wor~h while . otherwise what would be the use of 
tongues and ears? 

Thin.lc of the faith it takes to make a journey by air. Of old we had to 
trust the roads, or the r ails, or the sea ; but now we have to trust t hat light est 
of all supports , the atmosphere . 

You rise from terra f irma, pulled upward by one or more whirring sets of 
propeller blades and supporteci by nothing but t he fact that t he vast weight of the 
plane and i ts load is held up by t h e vacuum creat ed behind the ridges on the wings 
as the plane rushes along. In other wor ds , you are stuck to the sky by t wo e l on­
gated vacuum cups. 

You hang ther e, at a height of t en to twent y thousand feet , feeling as 



though you were creeping along at a snail ' s pace Tihen in fact you are rushing along 
at a speed of 350 miles an hour or more~ Think of · it. You would never do that if 
you could not put a great deal of confidence in the plane , its builders, and its 
pilots; yes, and even in the air itself. And, are you not putting considerable 
faith in God to keep you aloft till you reach your destination? 

Yes, you live by faith all the time. Now bring God into t he picture. 
Realize that He is the One who really makes all things safe and good. He could 
do infinitely more too, if you would extend your faith in Him to more and greater 
things . 

- (g) -

£.IV ING BY FAITH: 

You see, while faith is something we have to take very much in earnest, 
it isn 1 t something we have to agonize and strain for. That is just the thing not 
to do. Striving for it tends to push it back and away , because we get so full of 
tension that there is no room for faith or for anything else but t he tension it­
self. Fai th and tension do not go together. They are too opposite for that . 
Faith is as natural and flexible as tension is artificial and rigid . 

T'nin.'k: of those who by faith have done wonder s. They did not have to strain 
and tense themselves to get it. They only conceived a great i dea, and believed 
in the idea and their ability to realize it with the help of God. 

Take Columbus, for example. He believed mightily that the earth was a 
sphere, that one could sail around it, and thc.t he could be that. one. People were, 
as people always are, t remendously afr aid. of the unknown, and great distances on 
the ocean were quite unknown. The faith of Columbus took that fear out of his 
heart and left confidence in its place. The :-est is history . 

The idea of the airplane was an old one, at least as old as the time when 
Leonardo da Vinci was trying to build a flying machine to operate on the principle 
of the flight of birds. He would hav-e flmrn too if he had been able to develop 
enough motor power. At any rate he was a pio~eer who paved the .way for others . 
We do not hear him spoken of as a hero of faith, but he was one. 

When one day in 1903 the Wright Brothers kept a crude plane in t he air for 
almost a minute that was nothing new or sudden. In t heir little Dayton bicycle 
shop they had been working on the da Vinci principle, failing till they built a 
ridge on the wings to create a vacuum in the air to hold the craft aloft. They 
were men of faith, believing in the possibility of a dream and working at it till 
t hey brought it within reach of mankind. 

It was the same with the half dozen men who a few years earlier were try­
ing to develop the automobile . One of them, Henry Ford, worked nights and holidays 
in an old tool shed back of his cottage home, assembling parts from jUP~ heaps, 
till he produced a vehicle that would run. He wanted to take it to an endurance 
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t est in Chicago, but di d not have the money f or trainfare and could not borr ow it. 
The subsequent development of the motor industr y shows that he was among t hose who , 
t hrough faith , subdued kingdoms . 

It has been t he same with all those who expect ed great t hings f rom God and 
have attempt ed gr eat t hings f or God . Any of t hem coula have chosen little , need­
less, unimportant t hings t o do . They could have done t hem and been cont ent, and 
t he worl d would have been t he loser . But t hey oared and ventured much , so God 
honored t hei r efforts, and the world became the gainer . Unusual cases? Remember 
t ha t they wer e children of t he same God as you are . 

- e -

a HE BATTLE FOR OURSELVES : 

Now let us turn f or a moment t o t he subj ective side of t he matter of 
livi ng by faith , to its applicat i on not me-ely within t he area of our own lives 
but withi n our ovm selves. That is t he batt l eground where the struggle of fait h 
begins - i n our t houghts , f eel i ngs, attitudes, viewpoints, moti ves , and purposes . 

Early in this series when we were considering t he mount ains we f ind acr oss 
our roads and how to go about r emoving t hem we noted that all t hese obstruct i ons 
are really cr eat ed within ourselves, and t hat whatever removes t hem must t her efore 
be an inward quality and power . In t hese par agraphs we are merely r et urning t o 
t hat proposition to emphasi ze i t a littl e more and to go into a little great er de­
tai l concerning it . 

If you r emember Hugo 1 s great novel Les Wdser ables you will r ecall the long, 
terrible night duri ng whi ch t he mayor of M. sur M., who was really Jean Valj ean, 
the escaped convi ct , paced t he floor trying t o deci de between privilege and duty . 
A t empest in a brain , t he author called it . Tni s i s one of our great pictures of 
the battle for ourselves , the inner struggle to have faith enough t o trust God and 
do what is right . 

This battle for ourselves t akes countless forms . Sometimes i t t akes t he 
form of doubt . Dark , fierce foes rise t o batt le wi th t he angel , Fait h . Oft en the 
sides are so equally matched that you yourself have to make the final decision . 
Termyson pict ures such a struggle in In Memoriam, his account of hi s own struggle 
to have faith enough t o beli eve his f r iend was not lost t o him forever . He de­
scr ibes it thus : 

11If e 1 er when faith had fallen asleep 
I hear d a voice , 1Believe no more, 1 

Or saw an ever - breaki ng shore 
That tumbled i n a godless deep, 

A warmt h wit hin t he breast would mel t 
The freezi ng reason 1 s colder part, 
And like a man i n wrat h the heart 
Stood up and answered, 1 I have felt r u . 



One of the greatest nourishers of doubt is sorrow, and one of the most 
common forms of sorrow is bereavement. Whittier, like Tennyson, met t hat inward 
enemy, wrestled with it, and arrived at a faith t hat was serene against sorrow . 
No i7onder he could in old age contemplate t he past and those who had vanished with 
it, and write the courageous lines : 

"Alas for him who never sees 
The st a rs shine t hrough his cypres s trees, 
Who hopeless lays his dead a·:ray , 
Nor l ooks to see t he breaking day 
Across the mournful marbles play; 
Who has not learned in hours of faith 
'I"ne truth t o sense and flesh unknown 
That life i s ever lord of death , 
And love can never lose its o·:tn , II 

Whatever you need to cont end f or ·within yourself - a greater comfort, a 
more adequate life, a greater effectiveness, a closer walk with the divi ne, a pro­
ject that challenges you - whatever it is, marshal t he forces of your soul for a 
decisive battle, contend i n faith, and you will r1in . Each of us must ultimately 
fight, and let us hope he may win, t he battle for hi mself. 

- <Q> -

a HE GREAT TRILOGY: 

Here and t here in t hese lessons we have had occas ion to mention love in 
its r elation to faith . We have at least incidentally referred to hope i n the same 
connection . Now let us put all three of these forces t ogether and t hink of them 
as part s of a measureless unit of spiritual power . 

They are like three doors leading into t he same shrine, the Place of t he 
Presence . One may enter through any one of t hem, but before he actually r eaches 
t he f oot of the throne he finds t hat t he t hree corr idor s have converged into a 
single appr oach . Whichever one of them one begins wi tb, he sooner or later f inds 
himself concerned vri th all three . 

St . Paul closes his treat ise on love in t he Thirteenth Chapt er of First 
Cori nt hians with a mention of t he t hree in a single sweeping sentence. It is not 
a chance r emark . It i s with the most definite intention t hat be holds up life's 
three brightest jewels i n a single, unbreakable strand . Love, he says, is the 
great est , but it woul d be a failing t hing without t he other two, even as t hey 
would be without it. 

When t wo or more suostances are unit ed we oft en ge t as a result a t hird 
subst ance different from both, like oxygen and hydrogen combining into water, or 
sodium and chlorine into salt . It i s so with these spiritual elements of faith , 
hope , and love . The combination is greater t han the sum of all the parts. 
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Let us t hi nk of them i n this way then . ?aith is t he explorer and dis­
covers:=-. It dreams out patterns to be realizec and roads t o be followed . Here 
and t here it builds bridges over yawning chasms: crosses t h em, and keeps on. 

Hope is t he encourager . Faith Gan keep on and build t hese br idges on t he 
r:ay to an i deal or a fulf illment because hope keeps by and \':ill not let it give 
u:; . nope has t he most tenacious of all wills . I t clings , and r;ill not loose its 
halO. . Jts song never ceases, anc it stands by alnays t o whisper into our faili ng 
hearts , 11Don 1 t gi ve up . Keep on. Try again 11 • No matter bow gray the clouds are, 
i t always see s a rift of blue sky somewhere. 

Love is t he motive pov.;er of all of this . We bel ieve in , and seek, and do , 
ana understand, and achieve , v;hat ne l ove . Why ci.o we say t hat love never fai ls? 
9ecause it is supported by t he Ciaring of faith and t he persistence of hope . 

T..r1ese are merely a few hints of t he lrincness you do yourself when you open 
your life fully to t he royal trio, when you make its ever- v:inning combination a 
part of ;\'Our equi pment for happier, more courageous , more effective living , and 
use it in t he accompli shment of that purpose . 

Do you have faith , or hope, or love? Do you someti mes wonder yourself? 
There i s a v;ay to :'inC. the answer , if' you do not have it ready . Whatever it is 
you v:onaer i£ you have, look :'o::- the otner tno . They go together. Strong as 
f aith is, it i s no solitary t hing . It has its companions, ana t hey are so close 
t hat they are act uall y parts of i tself . 

- ~ -

c ONCLUSI ON : 

We now approach t he close of this series of lessons on one of the greatest 
subjects t hat can be consi dered by ~he pilgrim on h~s journey of life . Let us 
make t hat approach with a few concl uding hints in t he hope of revealing fait h a 
little more clearly yet as an everyday necessity like food and air , and one to be 
used in all of life 1 s affairs as is the hand or t he brain . 

First, make your f aith O.efinite. People emphasize realism t hese days , 
and faith can meet their demand . So, like any viise mast er builder, have a pattern 
and apply your fait h exactly t o its realization . 

Second , !"e:nember always to watch out for faith 1 s t wo accompaniments: -
hope and l ove . They are like t he gasoline, oil, and water i n your ca:=- . You can 
have ever so much of any one or any t \70 , but you can 1 t ope:=-ate your motor r;i t hout 
all t:b..ree. Even then you can 1 t operate it ··:i thout t he spark to activat e and s tart 
t hem goi ng. Keep in mind t he importance of t he combination. I t is t hat which put s 
t he single elements at their best . 

Third , if you are in t he habit of th~~ing of these things as t heological 
formulas and processes, abandon t hat habit no~ . You may read about t hem in dust y 



books , but you must find the thi ngs t hemselves in the arena of life 1 s action . 
They are natural things, built into our daily existence , They a.re as much a part 
of the scheme of things as t he. sk"; , or laug~ter, or the floi'Ters :..n the door yar d . 
Theology has i ts place, but it is too limi ted to express these t~ings that are so 
vital, universal, and eternal . 

Fourth , apply this cor.1bination in your daily affa:...rs . :'hat is ·;ihat it is 
for , to affect the ordinary processes of l~~~e and to give ther.: ::ignity , honor , and 
po\'ler. 

Fifth, apply it in your human relat:..onships . It is tr.e secret of happiness 
in t he fa::ri.ly, of harmony among friends, o~ good ·:1ill 'cet·:;een 2trangers, and of 
success in busi:::1ess . It is the secret o~ cooperation, tee lis~-t of ·:Tisdom, and 
the link between the human and the divine . 

Sixth, ·:Je willing to start ·;;here you are anc ·;;ith ·.vhat JOU have . You have 
to begin somev1here , and t her e is no better place than here or time t han noVT . You 
never can travel the l ast Qile i~ you do :::1ot travel the f:..rst one . 

Seventi:: , keep learni..11g and growing. If you have ~ait'lc as a gr a in of mus­
tard seed today you should have more than t~at tomorrovT . If :iou are able to do 
great t nings ·;fith ·:1hat you have today you should be able t o do greater ones ";Vith 
-;;rhat you have tonorrow. Do not expect to attain mestery in a 'iay , but do expect 
to approach it . 

Eight h , avoid tension . You do not need to strain at faith or the things 
to be accomplished by it . Faith itself removes that necessity . As Jesus has said , 
the l i lies and t he sparrows do ver; well 7Ti thout -.veakening ·:10r:-y or corroding fear . 
Commit your life and i t s affairs to Him and He ·.vill give you t:1.e desires of your 
heart - or better . 

Ninth, keep your faith and i~s companion forces on the 
Thinking or feeling in the red leads to spiritual ba~kruptcy . 
of the eternal Yea , the everlasting Amen . 

- g) -

AFFIRMATION 

positive side . 
Live in t he spirit 

I walk by faith, and find that I do not go blindly 

but in t he larger light faith sheds upon the way, 

even for sight itself . 
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