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The Great Parable Series

FOUR PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM

GEMS ON A COMMON THEME THE LEAVEN Matt. 13:33
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN THE HIDDEN TREASURE Matt. 13:44
THE MUSTARD SEED Matt. 13:31-32  THE PEARL Matt. 13:45-46

YOU ARE THE CENTRAL FIGURE
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1 ELCVED CENTURION:

There is much that could te said about this lesson which you have in your
hand at this moment; however, your instructor feels that it is best to let the
truths set forth speak for themselves,

We call the Parables which are used "gems", because of the brilliance of
the lizht that shines forth from them. Have you ever thought that it is not
really a diamond that shines; it is the light which causes it to send forth its
lustrous beams. The gem itself would have no brilliancy withcut the light. So
it is with the electric lights in our home; in speaking of lizhts we so often say
"Turn on the light", or "Turn off the light", but we cannot turn on a light, - it
is a mechanism that makes the light shine.

And so it is in our own lives, the light must come from within. We must
cause that light to glow.

How beautiful gems are, which is probably the reason they are used as
spiritual emblems in REVELATIONS. Also, you will remember when you took your last
initiation, gems played a very important part in the structure. They logk like
fragments of Heaven; an explanation of the Kingdom of Heaven is given you in this
lesson. Nearly everyone knows in a rather vague sort of way what is meant by the
Kingdom of Heaven, but if they were asked for a real definition they would find
it diffieult to put into words.

You, as an advanced member of The Mayans, are striving to find the Kingdom
of Heaven. Scome are very close; but some find it for a period of six months,
more or less, and then let it slip away, only to find it again - sometimes to
hold, and sometimes to permit it to drift away again.

It is my sincere desire that you make up your mind toc get the utmost from

this lesson. You can not reacd it without advancing. There is only one way of
life, and that comes to you when you enter the Kingdom. THERE IS NO OTEER WAY.
This, Zeloved Centurion, is the deerest conviction of your instructor. I KNCW

¥

it to te true, and if T can imrart to you what I have learned and know to be
truth, oy heart will bte filled with gratitude for the privilege of having been
the instrument that has gained you an entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.

I will be with vou telerathically as you study this lesson; I will be
o = j o 2

watching you mentally and noting your reaction, and hoping that you will be
greatly enlightened.

Rev. 143: Pl



We proceed now along the Peth that leads to the Kingdom:

FOUR PARABIES OF THE KINGDOM. Mastthew 13

. COMMON THEME
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from the longer ones there are three very short ones with which this
lesson will deal. Each is as great as it is brief, and they are set
like pearls in a cluster held together by a common theme - the Kingdom.

ZEIHE thirtsenth chapter of NMatthew is & chapter of parables, ALside

Wie have to think twice to find the right name for them. They are all in-
stances of fine purpose fiction, but they are too short for novels, or novelettes,
or short stories, or even vignettes. Let us just cell them gems. They seem the
more like gems because their very smzllness makes them shine the more brightly.

The writer once had a teacher of whom it was said that he threw out the
rarest gems as carelessly as though they were common stones. The fact that he
did so, however, only made them shine the more brightly. That is the case here
Jesus tossed these four little parables out as though they were just incidentel
thoughts, yet together they tell us in a masterful way two of the important things
we must realize about the Kingdom - its vital nature and its supreme value.

They are the parables of the mustard seed, the leaven, the hidden tres-
sure, and the pearl of great price. They are zll familiar tec Bible readers and
most others who are at gll familisr with good litersture, but usuzlly in an indi-
vidual way. Here let us rather think of them as parts of a unit of kingdom
thinking, perhaps a shield each of the two sides of which carries s messzage.
Though each is a great utterance within itself, we will think of them as & group
- four great parazbles strung together on the Kingdom theme. They meke a1l the
greater piece of Kingdom teaching because each is a great teaching within itself,

There are cases where brevity tells more than length could do. If a few
words can be made to tell the story it can be better understood and rememobered
than would a longer and more involved discussion., This is one of those cases,

ma

Any one of these parables, none more than two verses long, can be essily memorized.
They are especially suitable for meditation because thsy stand out like glseming
lights on the page and can easily be concentrated upon.

It tekes & master to be the author of such expressions. It happsns that

nearly all of the most treasured gems of expression are trief, like the Lord's

Prayer, Lincoln's Gettysburg address, end some of the loved poems anrd songs.
gs ;

Jesus outmastered all the others in compressing great meanings into a fe rig,
4 stucdy of thess four pa*a"TED will yield you two great valuss and many

lesser ones. Two great v l es, alreacdy mentio ned, are as many close views of the

working of the mind of the Master and = clear glimpse of certain facets of the

kingdom of life of which He dreamed.

After this lesson you will probebly never think of any one of them with-
out thinking of the others. That will mean that you have gained a more unified
view of the Kingdom, which in turn will mean that you cen betuer lay heold of and



live by the total idea.

TEE KINGDCM COF HEAVEN

lking
of Heaven till we might get to doing s0 tho ughtlessly. We should
try to know and keep clearly in mind whei we meazn bty it. If is one
of the most important combinations of words in the language, and only by having
some comprehension of its meaning can we interpret the meaning of any of its parts,
such as the parables. What is the Kingdom of Heaven, and why do we find it so
frequently referred to in the teachings of Jesus?

:i] N all such discussions as these we keep talk atout the Kingdom

Studying his 1life and words as a whole you ean easily ses a ceniral theme
representing a central purpose in them. You can see that he was seeking to set
in metion forces that would accomplish two things., The first was to bring atout
a better understanding of the old religious teliefs of his peopls and to get them
better observed. The second was to get this right living integrated into a
world life that would reform conditions into a new and better order of things, a
condition in which right would prevail and all men would live as brothers united
in the fatherhood of Cod.

This great hore has been called various names by others, but Jesus cail-
ed it the Kingdom of Heaven. It is not so much a plan, though, tc get people
intc heaven as it is 1o get heaven into peorle. It does not deal 1 with a life yet
to be lived, but with the one that is being lived now. The implication is that
the lif'e b-rond the grave is not the point from which to start tut the one at which
to arrive, Immortality will take care of itself if mortality is rightly managed,
and the best we can do about the life to come is to live this one well. FPlease,
dear Student, let this thought permeate your entire being every day.

=B e

Living this life well must tegin in the heart; that is, in the
thought lif'e and the emotional life, But it must not erd there.
It must work itself out first into action and then into relation-
ships till rightness in personal lives becomes rightness in the
lives of nations and races and, through them, in the 1life of the
world.

=i

That is the "new earth wherein dwelleth rightecusness" of which Peter
wrote in his second letter. It is what John referred to when he wrote, "I saw a
new heaven and & new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away", the condition for which his name was the New Jerusalem or the City of God.

The o0ld earth life is gradually coming to an end every day as people learn
better how to think, and live, and let the right living of individuals merge into
the right living of the race, Every time sn old mrong dies g little of the old
world rasses, and every time an imcrovement is made in the human 1ot and the human
spirit a lﬂttTe of the new world comes into beinz. This growins crder of the wor-
shiv of God by ggg doing of his will on eerth is the gradually acpearing Kingdom
of Heaven.
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That is the thing about which Jesus was talking, of which he was dream-
ing, and toward which he was working. It is that to which we keep fitting in
petter as we lezrn to know and live by the truth. It is that toward which these

perables look end the nature of which they seek to explain.

THE MUST4RD SEED. MATTHEW 13;31-32.

perable of an scorn or & grein of wheat. The princirle involved

EjI’HZ parable of the mustard seed might just as well have been the
would have been the same - life and growth. The wording of thes

¢ hints that Jesus chose the mustard seed on which to build the story be-
it is so small and it seems the more amazing that the processes of growth
would turn it into anything so large.

ct
B

Hold & grain of mustard seed in your hand. Look at it if your eyes are
strong enough to see it. It is hard to imagine that this little black object
nolds within iiself the making of a tree. The same is true of any living seed.
It elmost makes one dizzy to think how much can be bound up in so little,

The contents of a few grain bags are the making of a whole field of corn
or wheat. A pocketful of nuts hides the makings of a whole grove of great trees.
£ handful of ssed will turn into a whole garden of flowers.

This is the law of growth, of creation, of life. The Kingdom is not an
organization. It is a life, the result of the developing of a divine vitelity
in the lives of the people who make up the human race.

inything that is alive grows and advances. Vhen it stops growing it,
cegins to die. While it is alive it never remains the same, It is always
dynamic, never static. It is slways becoming, a2lways going on. The Kingdom is
like that because, like a musterd seed, it has a germ of life at its heart, so
it must grow.

What is the meaning of 211 this for you personally? First of all, 3E
SURE YOU ARE LLIVE. Don't essume that just becsuse you breathe, and eat, and
move about, you are azlive., These things only prove that you exist, not necesssr-
ily that you ars aslive. Does life tingle to your finrcertips and throb through
your being? Ars you alert to Jjoy, beauty, loved ones, friends, inspiring thoushts,
nature, spiritusl values? Is the sense of wonder strong within vou? Do you re-
act to simple things and hold no thing or person common? If so, then you ARE
glive. Age doss not matter when you are z part of the Kingdom.

Second; be sure that your life is open to the impulses and influsnc

its Mgker and Lseper, The power of God gives it the itouch that makes it 1i
indeed. When you live to do His will the Kingdom is dawning in you, and the pur-
pose of existence is being realized.

Third, e sure that the kingdom life that is dawning in you does not stop
developing till it is full grown and its purpose realized. If you stop short of
that you could become a bottleneck or a log=-jam in the progress of making the
new world 1ife. Give the Kingdom impulse free reign in your nature, and pass it
on. That is wiat the mustard seed did, and it became a tree. When you do it



the result will be a better order in your life which will reach out and on as it
plays its part in the making of a new and tetter order of things everywhers.

Notice that the growth of the mustard seed is not mere.y good, but good
for somethinz. The mustard tree is not merely teautiful. It fills a place and
renders a service. That too must be & part of the Kingdem growih - to render
service, to be a refuge, to give a value.

THE LEAVEN. MATTHEW 12:3
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powerful story, yet it takes but & single verse to te t. e
general significance is the same - life and growin - tut the imagery
changes and the implications vary a little. This, briefly told as it is, is a
story familizr to all who have been btrought up in ocld-fashioned hcmes - that of a
woman who mixed a little yeast in some batter and kept it warm $iil in due time
the yeast cells multiplied, and the mass increased, and all was lesvened.

NC’N the great teacher throws a new picture on the sc Y

| sl ]

Many of us can remember this process - mixing the c_th,-, stirring the
yeast in it, setting the vessel containing the mixture at just the right distance
from a source of heat, and turning it just often enocugh and far enough for the
warmth to penetrate all of it, till the mixture filled the vessel by the multipli-

cation of the yeast cells.

The housewife knew how to clock the process even witheut a timepiesce, %2
empty the vessel before the batter spilled over, and to take the little lump oi
dough now grown large, and prepare it for-the baking. What had happened had harp-
pened because the yeast cells were glive.

Again it is the Kingdom principle - development through the multiplying
of life units. Whether it is by the adding of growth rings, or the building out
of growing ed;es, or the multiplication of living cells in a mixture, the means
and the meaning are the same.

The Kingdom of tetter things is like that. It begins with the growth of
an idea in human minds. We cateh it and let it unfold +il1l it has become a larger
and stronger life. Then we share it till it takes root in other minds and becomes
a collective 1ife. The plan is that this process should continue till it becomes
a world life, till it has leavened the whole lump. This is all based on the fact
that life, whether at its best or not, is a growing thing. Our task is to see
that it is at its best.

But growth reguires favorable ccnditions and faithful cars. We dec not
plant seed iz the soil and go away and forget it. We need to weed it, and tend
it, and spr=y it, and do whatever is necessary to give it a chance. e dc nct
put yeast in batter and forget it. We watch it, and time it, and kesp it warm,

that its growth may te sure.

We must expect to do no less with the grade of character znd th %
of life we wish 1o nourish in curselves. Improved understanding, selfhocd, and
conduct, will not just hapven without attention and care. The Kinesdom of the
tetier lii‘e #ill not force itself on us. We must invite it intc warm hearts and
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ust meintsin our welcome through feithful nurture.

rrogress is be
law of growth
growth is soms

oven minds, end we mu
Do not expect this to come about instantaneously. It is a growth. Do
not Te discouraged if the goal is not attained in an hour or a day. As long as
ng mede, be content end keep trying. Do your part end give the
e

=
hence. One day the unfoldment will be complete. Character
hing which must be worked at every day.
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THE HIDDEN TREASURE, MATTEEW 13:44,

4 Oi we pass to the second couplet of perable gems of the Kingdom found
E}q in the thirteenth chapter of Mztthew. They follow logicelly what
nas been said about the Kingdom being a living, and therefore a
growing, thing., They emphasize the fact that it is also & very precious thing,
worth any price it costs.

The first parable is the story of a man who learned that in a certain field
& treasure wes buried, a treasure so rich that he had an overwhelming desire to
possess it. The value was high, so high that he considered it worih any sacrifice
he could make, even to the amount of everything he had. That is exactly whati he
paid for it, for he sold everything he had and bought the field.

After the style of certein modern fiction he would undoubtedly have tzken
a short cut by going at night, stealing the treasure, and leaving the field to
its baffled and helpless owner. There are iwo good reasons why this story does
not run that way. One is theat the heroces in the master's stories azre not that
kind of men. The other is that since the ireasure represents the kingdom of
heaven it was impossible, for certainly the kingdom of heaven cannot be gained by
dishonest mesns. It can be obtained only by paying the price.

= (=

That is exactly the point in this parable. The Kingdom is the
most precious value in the world. Without it no one is rich, how-
ever much he may possess. With it no one is poor, however littls
beside it he may have.

o 10

You mzy say that one cannot buy the Kingdom, and thet is true. The story
likens it to something thet really cannot be bought with money, but this figure
is used only to make the idea clear. The value of the Kingdom has no dellar mark.
It is measured in effort, sacrifice, self-discivline, obedience, and devotion. It
means these things all the rest of your life, so the price is really your =a11.

You mzy say that the kingdom of heaven is not an article of itrasde. A4gain
you are right. It isn't, but it is planted and grown, and it does have a value.
It really is a treasure planted in a field, and getting it teakes one's best.

You msy say that this is an individual process and has nothing to do with
the Kingdom &s a whole. Yes, it has everything to do with it. The world kingdom
is only the sum total of all the individual possessings of the Kingdom made by
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best.
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The rare soul is looking for and sesking to ztitain the
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For ancther thing, such a life value rsquires sacrific
one must te willing to give up less important things to maks r
less important endeavors to take proper care of it. In other
sell all that he has to buy this pearl of gress prics.

Nothing is said atout what the man did with the pearl
he acquirad it, but the implication may be that he kst it.
rose would he want a3 gem so perfeet and valuatl a? The more pr
the more limited would be the market for it. Who else would w

this man was commendabls in that he wantad the best.

t

He
Cne of them

He is

Thers i
he apex.
jewel of 1

tn

T+
-l
Liv-

Always strive for



The kincdom of heaven can only be acguired to keep. No one could meke a
profit on it, and no one would want to give it up after going to zll the troubtle
to get it. Nor would one worthy of possessing it keep it just for show.

The kinzdom of heaven in a2 life has iwo important uses, and nsither of
them is to dispose of it for gein. One is to motivate the life and work of its
;assessor end make his pressnce one little place that reminds people of heaven.
The other is so to live it &s to mske it a demonstration to people of what 1ife
can be when one tries to give it the beauty and worth of the peerl of great price.
Nothing else could be so elluring as the personaLW*v of one who has sought the king-
dom of heaven on earth and asked that it begin in him.

We are gll pearl marchnnts. FPerhaps you possess some lovely gems, but the

= 4

feirest you can have is the spirit of the kingdom of heaven.

YOU 4RF THE CENTRAL FIGUEE

HEN you read, hear or remember the parables of the hidden
and the pearl of great price, slways realize that, potenti
least, YOU are the centrzl figure in the story. YOU are one who

has heard where there is g buried treszsure, Will you find it? YOU are the one

who has heard of a pearl of great price. Will you make it your own? That you
mey do so is the whole gim and purpeose of this lesson. But remember that in each
perable the centrsli figure not only acguired the treasure, but he glso paigd the
price. That you must do, and that you will be forever grateful you did. The
treasure is life at its best. Whet is too much to pay for that, and what must

we pay for it?

cklfy ot

We must desire the Kingdom guelity of cherscier and life more than

envthinz else in the world.

We must prepare ourselves to receive that gquality of character and
life by ridding our lives of gl11 the rubbish that tskes up room
and occupies our time, and by keeping ourselves in z receptive mood.

We must know what the best quality of character znd living is, so
we can recognize our ireasure when we find it.

We must keep worthy of the ideals we gain., They are fregile a=
fine glass or china. One slipr can cause disaster.

We must cultivate first-rate viewpoints and hatiis faithfully. This
is not a condition but a progress. If we sllow ourselves to stend
still we begin slipping back. When one starts to slipr there is

never any tell*ng how far he will go.

Yie must deny ourselves everything thst lowers our quelity of
cheracter and living. A4t first this may seem like szcrifice, but
it grows sasier £111 et last it becomes a privilege. When we be-
come normzl we begin to enjoy normsl things.

We must exercise the ideals of guality living we acquire, doing



whatever duty we see and accepiing every oppertunity to sirength-
en our purpcses,

We must do so well with our treasures of kingdom living that our
lives will take on its appearance so others will notice its worth

and desire it for themselves.

We must live this life haprily, realizing that it does not enslave
us, but rather sets us free from low ideals, petty viewpoints, end
ruinous tendencies and influences,

We must do these things as long as we live, for once we drop the
treasure we have so fortunately found and so dearly btought, it is
lost and we can find it again only with difficulty, if at all.

That is the price you must pay for the test life you are capable of living
and the best work you are capatle of doing; and it is the greatest bargsin that
will ever be offered you. Will you accept it?

PRAYFR

iﬁeavenly Father, I thank thee for the treasures that are rrice-

less and yet may be mine. Mekes me diligent in the seeking,

grateful in the finding, willing in the possessing, and fzithful

in the using. Amen.

Bless you,

YOUR CLASS INSTRUCTOR.

Your next lesson is entitled FREPAREDNESS, Matt. 25:1-12, and in it we
take up the following subjects:
THE TEN VIRGINS DETAY
EXFPECTATION SLUMBER
DIFFERENTATICON THE BRIDEGRCCM COMETH
NOT TRANSFERABIE
Rev. 143 2=






