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LHT QUR PRAYERS, LIKE THE ANCIENT SACRIFICES,
ASCE MORNING AND EVENING. IET CUR DAYS :IZIN
AND END WITH GOD.

~— Channing

’ ELCVED CENTURIOCN:

You have come a leong ways since becoming a Mayan; you have developed wond-
rously; you have progressed in your quest for truuh, you are a different perscn
than when you first made that important decision to follow the Mayan Way of Life.
Naturally, you have problems which are all a part of today's living; it is true
that we are privileged to live in these interesting days of rapid advancement, -
but they are difficult days for all; therefore, the greater our mastery over
self, the greater is our ability to covre with problems when they arise.

When we have become aduli in our thinking, we are able to meet with more
poise the emotional crises which come to some of us. OQur faith is strengthened
through the knowledge we have gained as lMeyzns on the path which can only lesd
onwerd and upward. We never become adult until we learn to ovsrcome childish
things, regardless of what age we achieve. When we learn to put all selfish
thoughts aside and learn to think of others and attain the state of mind where we
desire tc serve and help those who are in need of help - ithat is the time we te-
come adults, - Christians, and it is at that state of our selfhood that we fin
the greatest joy and happiness. Forgetting of self is one of the greatest lessons
we will ever learn and, in learning that lesson, we actually receive more.

The lesson which we are about to study is; in the humble opinion of your
instruetor, the answer to every human need. It is not a lesscn to te looked over
and then put aside. It is a lesson to be studied thoughtfully. The instructions
set forth in this lesson should be lived by you every dey and made a part of your
existence, You are told how to ASK, SEEK and KNCCK, and, verily, my student, Com-
panion and friend, I say unto you that by fclbcw1ng these instructions, notb-“"
is impossible.

I have never prayed sincerely for anything tut it came; protably not exact-
ly when I expected it, nor how I expected it, tut in some manner it came; and so
it can be with you, if you will tazke this lesson to your heart and meke it z rart
of your daily life

e you a thought which was given by T. Brecks, "Th
adise Ged gives %o Hi eorle when they are
of Heaven - the ey to let us into Paradiss."

We will now vroesed into the TTAuk set forth in thkis i=sson, z2nd as you read
the words given to you, please remember thal the feelings I haves exprsssed stout
this lesson come from the v art. It is an exiremely important

lesson feor you.
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1. ON STLTEMATES
3\?6 vou &t = actorily
and well? If so, thst £ us a
times, so do not think he world
our lives

life becomes, the mors
pulling and pushing
possible to move, esp

_— Sey

There are three ways out, and only one of them is good. The first is to
struggle against the situastion like a bird beating its wings ageinst the sides of
its cege in the effort to escape, and getting nothing for its efforts but bruised
and meybe broken wings. If you are doing that, seve your efforts for you zre
playing a losing geme. It is no use to pound egainst & stone wall or to bruise
one's fists beating 2t an iron door. 4 bird glweys finds that the bers of its
cage zre more dursble then its wines.

The sscond wey is to try to be clever
That is better than the first way, but it
ful.
and the more importani ones ere the very c
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you may be, you will lose some of the time and probably most of the time,

situztions tend to set like cement. Besides

your wits mey be clever too.

promise

i a
18

Ingenuity has its limits, It g
life's stalemates you need a formula that

While cleverness mey solve some of life!

-

win against the situation.

wholly right nor often success-
; it cannot solve them &l11;

h it feils. However clever

Life's

, the peovle agsinst whom vou metch

b
ez &t whi

==

and for
ed one thst

s more than it can
sure to work. You

will always lead you forward.

Do not yield to the temptztion to teke & side rcad or to turn backwerd be-
cause you think you know the wey. You will never bring up where you want to by
going in the wrong direction. To turn froz the wey forwsrd is to compromise, and
in the long run compromise never wins.

The Master hes a directive for these stelemste conditions. It is the third
and only right wey. It is effective in £11 conditions, and it leads only forward,
It is stated st the head of this lesson, end we czll it the FORWARD FORMUIL. Its
framework consists of thres simple key words - ASK, SEEK, AND KNOCK.

No metter in what kind of a spot you stend, that is the wey out. No metter
what good thing you are trying to do, that is the secret of getting 2hesd with it.
No metter whei worthy goel you ars trying to resch, thet is the formula. Thinss
unasked are not obteined. Things unsouskt zre not found. Doors on which no one
knocks gre not ooened. Now let us consider these three magic words:

2. ASK
zﬂriends mey extend you some favors, do you some kindnesses, and render you
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some help, without knowing whether you need them or want them. Life will do the
same. Some good will always trickle through te you, however silent you may te
about your desires and needs. But this is more or less e hit cr miss affair, and
its results are not satisfying.

God is kinder still. He does everything for you that you make possible by
preserving favorable conditions to resceive it, but even that great blessing is
greatly limited if you only go silently through life passively accepting whatever

rrovidentisl good happens to get through to you.

But your friends do betisr if they know what you want and need. Life dces
better if you do socme choosing and selecting. Even God can do mores for you if you

ray Him the courtesy of teking Him into your confidencs.

So why not bte specific atout it? Why not be on terms of understanding with
all, and especially with the Giver of all good? Why not bte as definite with Cod
as a child is with Santa Claus, as simple and believing as it is with a parent?
Your humtle and sincere request has & way of orening the channels of Providence
and warming up its machinery, so to sresk.

Prayer and understanding communion does stimulate the processes of FProvi-
dence and mazke them work better. As the Master said, he that asks receives, he
that seeks finds, and he that knocks at the door finds it oveninz to him. The only
excevtion is when he asks, seeks, or xnocks gt the door of something that is not
best.

Mos%t of us know in a vague and passive kind of way that the richer life
starts for all at the same place, the point of prayer; but how many of us make
definite, positive, active use of the faect? To do THAT is the FIRST IESSON TO
LEZARN, the FIRST HABIT TO ACQUIRE.

Prayer has other purposes than asking for things, of course; but asking for
things is still one of its purposes. 3y asking, and then observing what we do or
do not recesive, we can lesrn what the will of God is for us, znd with that we

sssg ist

sheuld be content. From this orocess will come a calculated, consistent, constant
ctraver hatit, and no life that has thet will ever be a failure. To receive zc-
f Infinite Wisdom ancd Gocdness is the truest zain,

of log jem in the stream of life. The prayer of faith
is sure to bresk such an obstruction and set things
tely agsein. To prazy is the least effort you can mske,
Its result is to shift the protlenm from your shouldsrs
onto Ged's lifting power which is able to carry
The threads tegin to untangle, XKNCW THIS - BELIEVE

Do not call this directive of the ilaster impractical. Those who said so
in His tims and sinee have missed their goal and lost their heritage. If it had
been impractical, He would never have said it. To act on it will be the most trac-
tical thing you ever did. Whatever He saith to you - and He did say this - do not
detate it, tut DO IT.



Make a list of your greatest needs on the Frayer Sheet inserted in this
lesson and send it in to your lgyan Chapel of Miracles, and start asking in fzith
for them one by one. You will soon bsgin to have a glad story to tell.

3, SEEK

Eﬂhﬁ second directive in this threefold formulz is, "Seek, and ye shall
find"., This is a plein and simrle assertion. It is safe to gssume that since one
who seeks will ultimstely find whst he is looking for, and that in the process he
will eglso find many velues he was not looking for, aonld otherwise nevsr have

found, and probably would never even have known sbout. 41l who labor accomplish
something every day, and in the course of time they accomplish what they set out
to do. This applies to seeking as well as to everything else.

This, then, is a challenge to have the spirit of discovery, to be a search-
er. The searchers of the world are slweys finding its worth. The searchers in the
vast field of life are always finding the peculiar vslues it holds, those surpass-
ing the worth of silver and gold. They accumulate day by day the riches that moth
and rust do not consume nor thieves trezk through and steal.

Watch for the truth: that are worth knowing, the ideas that will brosdsn wvour
outlock and despen your understanding, the experiences that will extend your hori-

u
zon, the hebits that will develop gnd stirengthen you, the friends who will be
helpful to you, the opportunities that will mske wou useful and successful, “and
EVERYTHING THAT WILI. MAKE LIFE MEAN MOE RE TO TO YOU AND ¥OU MORE TO IT. ABOVE ALL,
WATCE FOR THE TEINGS THAT REPRESENT YOUR DUTY, AND IF THEY ARE BEYOND YOUR HUMAN
STRENGTH SEEK FOR DIVINE HELP IN ACCOMPLISEING THEM.

Whet is the thing you feel deep within your
thing to which you feel called? Do not =
seems too far away. If it is for you to do you e
able you to do it. Have the boldness & =
accomplishing it.

1f you should accomplish, the
sczuse it looks too grest or

n ave the necessary Felt to en-

gk it out, together with the means of

What is the thing you want most out of 1ife and feel that it is right for
you to have? Have you thought it over till it is elearly defined in your mind, till
you are sure it is whal you want, what is worth wanting, and what you will =1v vs
want? When you have determined th uch, start seeking. If it is right for you

n i

hat
it exists somewhere, and it is in a plsce where you can find it if you try earnest-
ly enough.

The thirsty animel msy have to hunt for a waterhole, but there is one. The
hungry msn may hg to search for food, but food exists. Nature has created no need
without providing its satisfection. Neither has the Father of our souls. The long-
ing soul may have to sesk for the satisfection of its hunger, but the fact of its
longing means that somewhere waits the znswer. Nor is the sense of duty left with-
out the possibility that it can be pesrformed.

These things will not come to you. You must go to them. They will not dis-
cover themselves. You must find them. When you do, you may be amzzed how near
they were all the time,




MAKE YOUR LIFE 4 SEARCH FOR WHAT IS GOOD. You can do it both in
work and rest. You cen search whersver you go andé in whatiever you
do. If it is not too esasy to find, do not te conesrned. Finding
it would be no fun if it were. When you have sought and By the

help of heaven have found, you ean feel that you deserve
and that you have a right to ksep &nd enjoy 1it. So be an exylor:
and sesk out whet God has svailsble for your life.

4. KNCCK

third and last segment of the forward formula is "Knock, and it shall
o g rromise that is, and how woncderfully it can be
1y do what it says.

)

A1l this asking, seeking, and knocking means two things - reguest and
effort. Without reguest there is no faith, and without effort there is no growth
or progress. JLife’climbs to higher forms where peorle try.

In the parts of the world where everything has been easy ple have not
generally risen far from savagery. Progress is found in the pla where some
struggle is required. That is why you find the cities, the machines, and the cul-
tivated areas in the colder parts of the earth. Where man can sit and wait for
his clothes to come out of the jungle and his food to fall from the trees he has
tended %o be content to live his 1life on that basis.
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Knock, then, at the doors of life, all the doors that seem %o promise good
for you - there are seven of these doors, the mystical number seven:

The Door of WISDOM :l
The Door of DUTY :
The Door of PRCGRESS E;

The Door of ACHIEVEMENT

The Door of COMFCRT i
The Door of HAPFINESS i
The Door of PEACE. Ej

=1 Ovan P o -

They are all good doors. Try to let each one you knock a2t be the btest cne yet.

Take up some new study, develop some new amocition, conceivs some new possi-
bility, read some new and weorthwhile book, make some new and worthy friend, think
out some new problem. See if you cannot do something that w#ill enlarge your life
and inerease your usefulness.

Bernard Baruch has said ae s e short
words — Find some need and £ill v ig apell thine
than getting rich too. It is also & ecr f successful 13 g door
on which to kneck. Do it wit ish motive. You will not lose anything by
it. You can afford to work with an unselfish motive, because what veu do for God

- £ o~ I -

v act you perform, every ser-
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and others you are doing for yourself as well. Eve
T % yourself whils if relegsss
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Wie have spoken of three ways 10 bresgk & stslemate, The sams aprlies io
opening doors. Omne is to try to batter them down. Thet is bad if you fail, and
even worse if you succeed. Besides it shows weskness and bad technigus. The second
is to find & ke) and unlock ﬁhe door. That is taking too much liberty with Provi-
dence, for it mey not be your door. The third way is to knock, to apply, and if it

is your door it will be opened.

o It will intrigue shd inf

Study the wonder of doors ©
life, ambition, &nd sL“ugﬂle. B
at ix

history, the whole story of
life's worth for you. Knock

5. DYNANTIC ILIVING

]ﬂﬁhen once you have thoughi out and adopted the program of zsk, seek and
¥nock, you will not only have crossed the line between thinking and doing, but you
vill also have crossed the line between static and dynamic living. That means that
you ere on your wey.

Statie living is standstill living, do-nothing living, futile existence from
day to day, drifting with the stream, arrive where ons may. It vins nothing, ac-
complishes nothing, and brings you no eredit. It is like being a motor without the
power turned on, an engine without steem in the boiler. It reguires no ability, no
intelligence, no imggination, and no initiastive. It is dead loss to the ages and

to you.

There are 21l degrees of static living, of course, but any degree of it =zt
g1l robs you by that much of your birthright. Any measure of it means that you

will fall short of the mark by that much, that 1life will mean that much less 1o you
than could have been the case., But from the day you adopt the ask, seek, knocV
formuls static livins for you will be no more. ALl THE BE ON TP
TEE ROAD. FROM THAT DAY YOUR LIVING G WILL 11 BE DYNAMIC.

Dypamic living is power living. It is living with the motor turned on. It
means that something is heppening, something is being produced, distance is being
gained a1l the time., 7You are on your way when vou adopt znd becin to live by the
fTorward formula.

In other words, it makes life what it was made to be - & creziive thing.
Life is the capacity for knowi jeciding, willing, and acting, &ll of whi r
Life 1s the capacity for knowing, deciding, willing, and acting, &ll of which are
steps in creating. ILife that does not move to a purpose is something less than
life, Life that changes nothing for the bstter is hardly deserving of the name.
It is not living in terms of tho ughts and deeds. It is merely existing by the
clock. The commsnt of the universe on such living is something like ths common
chrase, "So what?!

Static living is & swamp; dynamic living is z running stream. Static living
is a camp; dynamic living is a rcad. Static living is & point; dynamic living is
a line. Static living is an end; dynamic living is a series of new begimnings.
The choice between them should be easy.

T

One of the things the Master, Jesus, made very clesr about the kingdorm o

th



happiness is that it is & living and grow*ng thing. It is like a g
seed that holds in it the potentiality of a tree, or a lump of yeas
the possibility of a whole vessel full of vatter. Anything thet is
grows. The kingdom of heaven, then, is z development, the changing
ities into actualities.

(W
ty |.|.
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It is never the same one day that it ever was before. Iike a bud, it has
come a little nearer to being a flower., ike an acorn, it has come z little
nearer %o teing a tree. The kingdom 1ife is always movinz on and up because it

ASKS, SEEKS, and KNCCKS. To become dynamic is to come alive. DO IT.

N
-
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6, A NET START

-3

.‘!L you are stalemated, then, now is the time to makes a new start. If you
are not doing as well in the business of Tﬂv-dg as you might, now is the time to
change it by turning the prower on’'in your life, lske a cle“" breek with the old,
dragging, unfruitful days. Put them behind you forever, for they have faileé you
and they promise nothing better, ever.

How can you put them behind you anc make this new start? Iy adopting the
forward formula - ask, seek, and knock. Start asking God for your good. Commence
seeking for your heritage and your rlace in the world of liTe, Begin knocking at
the doors of possibility behind which are the things that could be true for you,
and perhzps could have been all the time.

What a wonderful thing it is to make z new _taru, to turn the page on the
days of failure, to gclose the door on the ¢ut111tzes of the pest! What a wonder-
ful thing it is that such a thing ;_ p0551bl L

Get up on the right side of the bted for once. Get yourself clean and ready
for a new and better kind of day. Begin %o think, talk, and act constructively.
Make people glad you ars around. Make your day werth living, and do it again
every day.

You have reconsidersd your way of life, You have seen what it might as
well be, Now begin to make it so. Aet as though everything you hope for wers
already true. 4ct like the child of a king, for you are. Act as though you were

.

heir to a priceless heritage, for it is so.
I g2,

You will be surprised how much meres tractable the world will be, how much
mors cooperative people will have become, how much more easily will sw+“5 the
gates you thought were so forbidding. You will be surprised how ready people will
be to help you, how much more jou can achieve that you tnoagnn was 1ny0551b_,, and
how far you can go in a single day toward a happy and successful life.

Do not burden your mind with the whole weight of the future Corcont
cn this one step, this one task, this one day. Remember all you need tc d
make this day count for its full part in the exp TIWEHt. Mﬁ£~ it
see how it works, but remember that it is i th U
will be still better. Days added tczether maks une year-. Ste s adde
maks the journev. Tasks added together make the life work.

Rev., 137: P8



Do not worry now sbout the last lap of the raceée. Give your whole atte
to the first. Just be sure you &re headed in the right direction, and keep go
The destinstion will tske cere of itselfl.

Do not worry about the lost days behind you either. Just be glad they are
behind you, and leave them there. Most people have lost some time by not finding
themselves sooner, Nothing can chenge that now, though you may mske up some of 1
as you go elong, for you are oldér and wiser now. From here on in is the part of
living to which 1o give your whole ztiention now - beginning with & new start.

Some wonderful, happy day you will reflect that it was the new siart that
did it, the new stsrt of z change f-o: static to dynamie living, the new start of
adopting the forwerd formulas, - ask, seek, and knock.

7. THE VICTORY VIEWPOINT

,2\5 soon as you have rethought your life and started to revise your way
of living it you will notice a greast change taking place in your feelincs and at-
titudes. The spirit of defeat will then give place to that of vietory. It

glong this line that the triumphs of life are won. Who are the v1“to“s of the
world?

W
=
=

* They are the ones who keep moving forward and do not let themselves get
on the defensive.

* They are the ones who never give way to despair, knowing thet there is
not much left af'ter courage goes.

* They are the ones who are sure that the struggle is worthwhile and the
rize worth contending for.

+ They are the onss whose motives are pure and whoss csuss is rizh
brave, the just, the honest, the unselfish - those in whose hand
tory can bs safely trusted.

* They azre the ones who have developed convictions as to what is good for
themselves and for mankind, and who cherish those convictions deeply

snough to live for them.

* They are the ones who can take a grest purpose and clinz to it, whatever
heppens; who can choose a road and follow it to a gozl, whatever the
weather or the conditions may be.

* They are the ones whose lives are empowered with & grest motive and =
worthy eim; who have turned from weakness and futility ené tseken the
forwerd trsil; who no longer let things go by chance, but who ask for
what thay need, sesgk for what is best for them, and knock st their doors
of possibility and opportunity.

% They zre the ones who know that one Wltn God mskes a mzjority, and that
whnoever keeps on God's side will win, whatever the odds mey ©be; the ones



who do not take thei
voice.

o |
0
o
[
w

b
1 can

e you one of these? You can te. Nothing but your own indecision and
1 stand tetween you and triumph. You have heard the lizster's word, -
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As we ¢lose this important lesscn, let us say together the following
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Heavenly Father, I set my fece forwerd. Lead me

1 ——
Thy Will. Amen.
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