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wTHE INTELLECT CF THR WIsk IS LIKE GLASS.
IT ADMITS THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN AND RXFLECTS IT.v

-= Hareg

Baloved Cemturion:

In this series, THE SEVEN WAYS TO SELFHOOD, we have taken up the subjects
GET ACQUAINTEDR WITH THTSELF, PLANT THE QUALITIES YOU WANT TQ GROW, THE THREEFCLD
LIFE, THE FOUR LINE: {F DEVELOIMENT; and paw we take up the study of wisdom.

Traly, these are subjeets rich in material which eanm help you as a Mayan, a
geekor after Truth, to develop physically, mentslly, spitituslly, in svery way.
Bven your personality, your appesranee, sll can become Leantiful. 42 your charac—
ter develops and begine teo unf'old, your whole being can be likened to a huddiang
rose.,

This thought comes tq me as 1 prepara this lesson for you, becausc sitting
in front of me I8 2 large gleas bewl filled with roses of all coleri. This besuti-
ful arraagement of roses was given to me hy a friend from her garden.

As I look at it, f thick of our members when they first begin their study
®ith us. Ome tight red rouc bwd ic particulsr iu directly in frool of ;s in my
mind it represents the character of one who is just beginning hia journsy on the
Mayen Path, Then, as my eyes follow the bouguet, I come ie one bud which is begin-
ning to unfeld. Thia is a Mgyan as be, or she, progresces a Jittle wey and is find-
ing thc Mayan Psth GOOD. Thken my eyas travel on aroumd the btouguet to one full
blemn rose and I am remtinded of you in the higher degrees; you who have stayed on
the Path, and have learned and arc learning morc assch day. The headty of your char-
eeter is full and wonderfu).

You have becosc oore mallow, kinder, more geparcus in your thimking. You
have learned that with stropg feith thare is nething impozszible to you. You have
learned the impertanta of piving of yourself and of your worldiy goeds. Tou ure
learning to copbrol your caoticns. You are learninpg SFEIF-MASTERY.

The subject of this legaon, THE HOCSE F WISDOM, conteins a wealth of know-
ledpe for you and actually tells you what to do and what wot te de; so as your
Instructer, [ ask you o read It very carefully and that you read it scveral tioes.

[t has becn sedd that God gives the wisdem as He givea the gold; Fis Sroa—
surs house is not the mint but the mied.

WISDOW HATH EUILDED HER BOUSE

The Ninth Chapter of the Hook of Proverbs tepias with a word picture which
might weldl be made the subject of a great painting. It is of Wisdem standinog before
& house newly builded, oxtending an invitstion to 2ll to be her puests. She de-
¢lares that she haz hewn out the saven pillarz - the perfect pumber — always
included in the plans for a building intesded for instruction and council, Her
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table is furpished, sghe says, and ber servants are ready to provide all who will
cater with the refreshment of understanding.

If the picturc were painted, various reactions to the invitation would need
to be portrayed. Somo of the throng would be paying no ettention za they pass on
ta the House of Folly. Others would be dumbly intent on moving dewn the street to
the Bouse of Jgnera~ . But some, with the dawning light of swakening on ftheir
faces, would be fu..dng in at the House of Wisdos to be her guests and to be fed at
ber table. Amoeng them, if you are a seeker of the maximum selfhoed, would be you.
You are, of coursa, & sceker aftar Wisdom. ¥OU 4RI A4 MAYAN.

Thiz pieture, whether painted in celars or words, provides a perfect fipure
ander which te econsider, and let us hope come to understand, some very importaoct
things ebout Wisdom and the possible part it can play in the business of living.
To wisualize it cither te the eyu or the miod, and thus be able to see the human
ivterest in it, should 3dd a grest deal of ¢laarness and foree to the impression.

To begin with, Wiadom hes made ample provision for any number of guests, and
iz ready to serve any who may choose to turn in at her door amy time. HNo speeis)
invitation is necessary, for any human beionpg has a stending iovitation. e special
time iz seot, for the House of Wisdom i3 always open, always lighted, and always the
sceoe of activity. But these guests must choose to come. Ske javites and receives
dary, but she makes the choice for nmone. ALl for which we are likely to succeed,
and a1l for whlch woe desecove mach credit in this werld is that upon whick wme docide
fer ourselves. 0Onleas we do the deciding, the choice does not reach deep anough
to bold.

There iz & familiar perablc sbout ten virgins, five of whow were wise and
five of wheom were foelish. The five who were wise had provided themselves witkh il
for their lasps to light their way to a marriage feast which symbolizes any high
rrivilege or cxperience of life. Just at the arrival of the bridegrocm the fooliah
virgins complain that their lamps are going out, snd ask their wiser sisters for
gomce of their oil. Thase fivae wisc young women have been eriticized by many for
oot graoting this request, Lut how could they? The il of praparstion for the
Light of an umderstanding mind is oot transferable. Tt is ecquired by lenp and
patient affort, and it can never be used by anyone tut the person whe bas mace that
effort. Wisdom and its mesns and fruits may be freely had, but thay canoot be giv—
en to, much leza foreed upon another. Sach omat choose and obiain them for himself.
Mo one ean push you lnto the Hounse of Wisdom, and it would not be of any kencfit to
¥ou if they did. Those who profit by their presence there are those who chooze to
go there,

®ith the House of Folly and the House of Igporance Wisdon cennct cempete an
the same terws., She offers no immediate self-indudpences nor any indolent and wast~
ed hours, Her house is quied, for her guesis are theughtful veople, Her table is
sbundantly supplied, but only with the bast neurishment for the truer interests of
life. The shallower manifestations of luxuwry are not therec. To the neurotie her
ways would asem Toresomwe, and they would not be heppy in her house, But there
character is broken down by neitber neglect or self-indulgence, Neither is it gley-
ed and weighted with any overdevelored physical conaciousnesz. 14 is strengthened,
wndergirded, and prepared Lo meet situations, make decizions, and fiod ways to de-
giragble rcaligations and fulfillaenta. The Kouse of Fally charges bigh far the
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superficial walucs it offers. The House of Ignorsnce makes no immediate charge
for its pallets of straw, but those who turr ian there pay heavily in the losgaes
they sustain throughout the years. For her entertainment Wisdom makes no charpe,
Save the neeessary willinpnesz, interest, and effort.

Yat thosc whoe furn in at the House of Wisdon eajoy their stay batter than
they may at first realize, They may have had their doubts about it when they
went. The idea of Cinding pleasure in obtaining wisdom would aeem stranpe o sone.
But, when Wi=zdom':s pucstz have once caught the spirit of the guest, and begin to
diacover how walusblc iz thelr aecguisition, they find it is the greatest pleasure
af all. Theirs is not the 1ife of dull ayes, tired smseles, janglad nerves, and
nagging regrets, Wisdom's guests arc btright snd hanpy in the realisation that thay
are finding pathwsyz to values that will never fail them and o joy that will never
dull ar grow stalc.

In theoe times more than aver beferc what the House of Wisdom has to offar
is 4 necesaity. The rath of life has become 30 confused that the only safe persen
is the wige onc. The way into the Housc of Wisdom is a surs path fo seifhoed,

The wery fact that you are tkincing about it is ap indication that you will decide
to turn in there, and you will always be plad you did,

WISDOM AND HER FROMIGEL

In the fine aseay on Wisdom from which we have taken tha foregoing picture
she daacribes and characterizes herself. Let us get hetter acguainted with her
by noting what she says aboutl herself.

She pays the Lord npozsessed her in the beginmdng of his way, and thet she
ws3 get up from everlasting, from the beginning, beforc the earth was. When God
prepared the heavens, snd set & compass on the face of the deecp, and establisked
the ¢louds, and set the boundaries of tke sea, and appointed the fousndationz of
the earth, she was there. Wisdem, then is not something we Luild or make. She
existed before, #¢ came upon the scene, and was wajting for us when we werce born.
Fiadom is something we receive, semathing we got by developing a capacity for it.

Mow et uz make a brief suwrvey of the promises Wiscdom i1s hero reprezented
as making, remcaobering that thete things are aseribed to ber by men who devoted
tkeir lives to knowing ber well. What does she promize to do fer those who put
themaelves undar her instruction. We Sometimes read advertisements of schools and
teachers, setiing lorth whai their particular training is supposed to do for those
wha take it suecessfully. Wisdom has here advertised her course of imstruction
too, and no other teacher haz offered a list of benelits so long, so valuable, and
a9 SUrc.

She vromises thaf those who hearken to her ghall dwall safely, sod shall
be quiet from foar of ewil. She promises thst discretion shall preserve thewm, and
undprstanding shall keep tham, She promises that thay shall waik in the way of
£gqd men, and kaap the paths of the righteous, and be among the upright who shall

AR, T, S prwemma

She promises leaptt of days, riches sod honor, weys of pleasantness, and
paths gf peace. BShe promises that her disciples skell walk in her way safely,
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that fhejr feet skall pot stumble, and that their sleep shgll be sweet for thew

are not afraid. She promiscs that they shall ioherit gilory, while shame i3 the
only promotion fer which fools can look.

——= S — —_——
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inercased, She promises that the heart af her puest shell instruct his mouth a

add Jearniog to bhis lips. OSho prowizes that he shall prove his a for his
soul, snd that be shell find zood the underatanding he keepa.

She promises that bhe shall walk ip his Inteprity, spd hiz childrep be bless—
ed after bim. She promisges that his thoughts shalt tend to abundaoce, while
thosa of the carcless tend to wank. 3he premises that in his house shal) be un-

I s T ———m T T e s BRI L el—— —

suvant tressure and eil for food and licht.

—_— e e—— =T —

chombers filled with all preeicus and pleasant riches, She promises that he shall
be ztrong, aod that his knowledge shall increase his strenpth. She romisesz that

the koowledge of wisdos shall be 1ike the tacte of honey to his zgul, and Lhat ids
axpectation shall not be disaypointed. She promises that even thousgh he may fall

geven times he will rise up agsin,

Theze things are nof promised in the Kouse of ¥olly or the Heuse of lgmor—
auce, In fzet, they are pot assured anywherce else than in the House of Wisdom.
Mher things way be promised elsowheres, but their value is deubiful. In some cases
it Is acgative. In every ¢ase it is temporary.

| — —— S | S ——— | | " - | S | w—] . A——— ] x

"At the devil's Logth are all things sold.

Eaclk ounce of dross costa its cunce of gold.

For a cap aod bella our Iives we pay.
Javhles we buy with a whale sgul’s fasking. . ﬂ.

'Tis heaven alonc that iz given away,
And only Ged may be had for the asking."

e e e | r— S ey | — - S’ | meepperar

There is no queation sabout the ability of Wisdom to make good her promiscs.
She has demonstrated it over and over. Take the rcally wise people of history and
of your own acquaintance. Have not these things beenr fulfilled in thedir lives?
They are not bribes Wisdom offerz peeple to ¢ome to her house. They are the natu=
ral result of living the kind of life they learn there.

At the deor af the Kousc of Wisdomt, ther, atands a wonderfud
ally and belper in your program of building selfkeed. She
offura materimls that will not fail in = day, or a year, or
ever, for she is g daughter of the overlasting, and she deal=s
ofdy with that wkiceh abides.
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Al in &)1, what do you think of her 1ist of assurances as
a schedule of mazximum selfheod? It might be as good a blue

print as any ta sdopt for the pattern of development you
would -1ike to achiave,

WHO 13 WISET

Wa have slready defiped Wisdom suffisiently well for owr present purpose.
Re will make no further effort here to explain its pature. Instead iet us pow look
at several possibie people, with the thought of adding to the clearnezsz of the ides.

Humber {ne is a young perdon who has had an intclligenee test and has been
found to have a very high quotient. His reactions are quick and accurata, and
within hi=z field of expericnce he anawers questions very well, He shows a high
ability to recognize situstions at & glance, He i3 capable of learning and remem-
bering facts with ease and assurance. He iz also capatle of performing tasks
guickly, accurately, and well., #fec is intellipent.

Humber Two i an amazing repository of facts. He has familiarized himself
with thae literature of a eéertain field of intercst. He has taxed biz eyes and
body with these loag and eptenaive labors. He is known as an authority in his
field, but he has paid & hiph price for the remtuticn. Much of his knowledpe is
of ne preat gemeral walus, but he knows it well. Ha has never dene mich with it,
but he has it. His factz are ¢old aod lifeless, but they are in mind for ready
reference, He iz learned.

Number Three iz considered brilliant. He knows a little, and in a super-
ficial kind of way makes the mopl of it. He impresses people as knowiog much more
than he really does and of being much nmore eapable than he really is. Onc person
whe understands him well has remarked that he does a very learge business on & vary
amall capital. His personality is really not 80 much brillient ms it iz daszling.
Like fool'a gold, it shines so brightly awd looks so real that it cam casily be
taken for the resl thing; but alsg, like fool's gold, it will fail wnder test.
$%i1l, he gets aleng, receives favors, and usually gets his way, whether or not
he desarvea 1%. He is clever.

¥umbar Four iz a well-disguised self-secker. Ha iz oul to get cvery pos-
gible valvue and advantage for himself, snd he knows how to go about it. He culti-
vatas people who arc in a position to grant favers. He fawna over people in whom
his enly ioterest 1a something he can get from them or Some way in which he can
uge them to help accomplish zome schewe. He is good at this, and so far has done
well in a8 material way, but his lile i= built on shiftiog sand that will not hold
when the storm cemes. He iz swooth.

Number Five alse bas 8 good J.0. but it is sll dedicated to himself. He i=
excert at seeing how he can take advaptage of situatiens and maoipulate them for
his own banefit., But he poses as a benefsctor rather then & pirate. He adroitly
ptays within the law, snd managez to keep his real motives zg well covered that
people do oot see them. Somo of those of whom he takes sdvantapges think it was just
a fortunate accident far him when he was planning 1t that way all the time., Some he
even makes feal that he is really deing them a favor when the fact is that he is
cheating them shamefully. So far he has won in many deals, but his philosophy is
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not good, and his schemes will fall in or him sconer or later. But in guicknesz of
seging and deftness in geiwing an advaniage he is smart.

Number 3ix bas & reasonably high 1.Q. but net sz high as meny others. He
is well-informed, but ke haz not made bimgelf a faetusl authority in any field.
H¢ soorns crocked methods, 80 his matarisl astore, though adeguate to his neads, ia
comparatively modest. Buf he has an amsping capacity for choosing the best road
and deing the best thing in given sets of circumstancces. He Iives coatent becsuse
he hac npothing €o fear. His peace of mind i not broken with regret, for he has
done¢ the best he ceuld as ha came up through the years. 'Whaf fricnds he hes are
geeod onea. He has no dread of the future because he brought himself into hermony
with tha power ruling the universe and knews he i3 going whatevar way it goes.
He looks en 1ife with confidence because there is no dishonesty in his record to
rise up and mock hiw. KEis beert has no dragpging hunger becanse he feeds on the
fruit of the good he has denc. For him 1ife grows betier and the goal surer every
day, for he has livad in such a way as to make it so. He is wisa.

THE PORTRAIT F 4 WiSk IERSCH

Let us noad try to sketch the pieture of a wise persom in a little fuller
detail. We have listed the benefits Wisdom has to offer. Now lot us ask what
kind of people thoy becoms who a¢cept her invitation to be her pguesfz arnl what
they do. .

First, the wise porson Staris with the recognition of the Divina. We are
told that the fear of the lord 1s the bagioning of wisdem. Of course the word
"feart ig not here used in any undesirable or unpleasant gepse. It is not uaed in
the sense of terror, but ratber in that of recogpition and reupact., We adnire
Wiagara, but we know better than to tamper with it. We reapect and wppreciate owr
wonderful sun, but we respect 1t too much to try to teke libarties with it, cven if
w¢ could. We cowld hardly claim te love anything we do not respact epcugh to try
to keep in right relations to it, A11 careful thinking starts with the azsumption
of God, for we eannot have effcets without a caunse, A1l satisfying living relates
ttself to the Infinite, for we dare aot sail without a chart and a gosl.

Second, the wise parson reverenccs life, wherever ang in whatever form he
firda it. He knows it iz gnimafed by something not of carth or the handiwerk of
man. He iz kind to dumb ercaturas. He soees the divipe image in Iittle children,
in struggling men and women, and even in the derelicts whe hava been marred in the
crush of existence. Whatever he balieves in or dass, it is becauwse he thinks it
in tha best interest of life, He thinks everything clse sceéondary. He realizes
that all gain and advantage will take care of themsalves if the intercstu of life
are conserved.

Third, becance of this fundamental respect for life the wise person recpects
people. He may respect somc of them purtly for notable achicevement and demonstrat—
ecd ability, btut he elso raspects these who have no auch wualificstions to offor.

To him any human being iz royalty, sven though thet parson may have beecn denied a
throne. The ides of thinking of human beingzs a3 machines or expecting from them
no higher grade of living than that of the lowor animals is to him a horrible
thought. &ince he tresats everyone as having Toyal bloed he not obnly kecps the good
will of ell and haz influcoee with them, but he cavaes many of them to hegin living
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faliscleus logie. Fallacy will mwark you as a slipshod thinker, and socon ob you of
not only tha confidence of otherz but that of yourself as well.

Keep your thinkiog at & bigh ievel. Tsko the grade of peraon whose wisdom
you admire and would like to duplicate. Try to make your thought processes and con-
clusions what those of that person would be. This will support and upgrade your
thought life. Check your thioking often against that of the masters.

Build a thoyght life of your own. After you have read or heard what others
think, accept what seems good and reject what dces net- But ia any case, build
what you acéept intp the product of your own mind. Learn from others, but do more
than appropriate from them. Let the main body of your mental work be szometking oo
which Destiny srites your oWwh pame.

Recognize your limitations and do not be afraid to change your mind. One's
viewpoints should always be subject to review, for experience will be throwing new
light on them all the time. ®We all wake mistakes, and bave to revise our ppinions
as we go along. That is the way we approack a theught pattern that is truc and de-
pendable. Not to grow io underatanding weuld nwt be wisdom.

50w

As wme come to the close of this glorious aod erlightening study of wisdom,
let us learna that a man's wiadom iz his best friend; folly and ignorsaoce are his
worst enehiaa, The resgon for this study 1s to teach you that true wisdem is te
know what iz best worth knowiog and to do what is beat werth doing.

May God bless you a5 you continue your
study of THE SEVEN WATS T0 IEIFHOOD,
which I like to call "KNOW THYSKLF®.

YOOR CLASS INSTRUCTOR.

Fhe next lezson of this series, entitled FRGYT (F THE SPIRIT, bringa you the
following impartant subjects:

Mone Fertile Field The Good Life
The Harvest Lizt of the Socul Sodvent for the World's Problems
The Epidesmic of Grace




